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Gazipur

The festival of Makar Sankranti will be celebrated on
Thursday, January 15th. This will mark the begin-
ning of auspicious events. Wedding ceremonies will
begin from February 2nd. Traders and those involved
in the wedding industry have been eagerly awaiting
the end of Kharmas (an inauspicious period). This
year, there are a total of 63 auspicious wedding dates
from February to December. This has created consid-
erable excitement in the market regarding weddings.
According to Pandit Omkar Tiwari, the sun will enter
Capricorn at 9:39 PM on January 14th. According to
scriptures, if Sankranti falls at night, its auspicious
effects are felt the next day, therefore Makar
Sankranti will be celebrated on January 15th.
Bathing, charity and performing good deeds are of
special importance on this day. People will take a dip
in the Ganges and donate khichdi (a rice and lentil
dish). Auspicious ceremonies such as head shaving,
housewarming, initiation of education and first feed-
ing of solid food will begin from January 15th. The
month of February has the most auspicious dates for
weddings, with 21 dates available. Due to the limit-
ed number of wedding days, most banquet halls,
guest houses, and (dharamshalas) in the city are
already fully booked. The bride and groom families
are prioritizing nearby and convenient banquet halls
for their grand celebrations. This time, there are aus-
picious wedding dates from February 2nd to
February 22nd. As a result, bookings for wedding
venues have picked up pace.The market is becoming
more vibrant.

Varanasi

Drainage in the new city
areaThe biggest problem
remains. There is a problem of
sewer overflow in the old
wards. The sewer has complete-
ly collapsed in many localities
on the banks of the Ganga
Ghats. Due to this, sewer over-
flow has become a permanent
problem. In view of this, Mayor
Ashok Kumar Tiwari has decid-
ed to lay new pipelines in 18
old wards in the first Phase. In
this sequence, the government
has given the green signal to
lay 200 kilometers of new
sewer lines in 13 old wards at a
cost of Rs 527 crore.Municipal
Commissioner Himanshu
Nagpal said that new sewer

lines will be laid in the remain-
ing five wards.200 kilometers
of submarine line has been
given the green
signal.Municipal Commissioner
Himanshu Nagpal said that the
proposal to lay new sewer lines
in the remaining five wards is
likely to receive cabinet
approval this week. In this
regard, Hukoolganj, New

Basti.Over four lakh people
from around 100 localities in
the Prahlad Ghat,
Kritivasheshwar, Shivpurwa,
Tulsipur, Birdopur, Kazipura,
Shivala, Nagwan, Bagahada,
Jangambadi and Bengali Tola
wards will benefit. It has been
decided to lay the pipeline
using the trans-less
method.Under this, pits will be

dug at the corners of the street
and new pipelines will be laid
in the entire street. The city is
still dependent on the nearly
200-year-old drainage and sew-
erage system (Shahi Nala) for
water drainage. The Municipal
Corporation has no alternative
to the Shahi Nala for drainage
and sewerage. The Shahi Nala
and the brick drain built during
the British era are considered
the backbone of Banaras. Due
to the sewer pipelines of the
British era in the old localities,
the problem of blockage and
overflow persists. Especially in
the localities along the banks of
the Ganga Ghats, the sewer is
often blocked. In view of this,
the Municipal Corporation has
decided to replace the sewer
pipelines in 18 wards.
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Kaushambi. Four chil-
dren drowned in a pond
on Makar Sankranti day
in Husainpur, a hamlet
of Ahmadpur Pawan
village under Sadar
Tehsil of Prayagraj dis-
trict. The role of the
Sadar Tehsil adminis-
tration in this incident
raises serious questions.
JCB operators, with the
administration's con-
nivance, illegally mined
soil from government
land, transforming the
level ground into a

deep pond – a death
trap. The JCB operators
sold the government
soil for millions of
rupees, and the Tehsil
administration allegedly
received a share of the
proceeds. This resulted
in the level ground
being transformed into
a deep pit, becoming a
death trap. Due to this
corruption and negli-
gence by the adminis-
tration, four young chil-
dren tragically drowned
in the pond. Following
the deaths of the four
children, serious ques-
tions are being raised

about the Tehsil admin-
istration.  Had they
stopped the illegal soil
mining by the JCB
operators from the gov-
ernment land, the four
innocent children
would not have
drowned in the deep
pit. The Sadar Tehsil
administration of
Prayagraj district is
responsible for the
deaths of the four inno-
cent children, and the
public has demanded
that the Chief Minister
take action against the
Sadar Tehsil adminis-
tration in this matter. 

Varanasi

In a significant step towards
strengthening agri-innovation and
rural development, the Indian
Institute of Technology (Banaras
Hindu University), Varanasi and
the Foundation for Advancement
of Agriculture and Rural
Development (FAARD
Foundation), Varanasi have
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) to collabo-
ratively work for sustainable agri-
cultural growth and livelihood
security in Eastern Uttar
Pradesh.The MOU was formally
signed by Prof. Amit Patra,
Director, IIT (BHU), Varanasi and
Prof. Panjab Singh, President,
FAARD Foundation. The agree-
ment, valid for a period of five
years, aims to integrate cutting-
edge research, digital technolo-
gies and grassroots implementa-
tion to benefit farmers, rural
youth and Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPO).Under this
strategic partnership, both institu-
tions will jointly work towards
creating Eastern Uttar Pradesh as
a “Lighthouse Region” for agri-
innovation by combining IIT
(BHU) technical expertise and
advanced research infrastructure
with FAARD Foundation exten-
sive grassroots network and expe-
rience in rural
development.Addressing the gath-
ering, Prof. Amit Patra, Director,
IIT (BHU), stated that the collab-
oration reflects the institute com-
mitment to translating research
into real-world impact and
empowering farming communi-

ties through technology-driven
solutions.Speaking on the occa-
sion, Prof. Panjab Singh,
President, FAARD Foundation,
highlighted that the partnership
will strengthen farmers’ access to
modern technologies, knowledge
and markets, ensuring sustainable
livelihoods and enhanced income
for rural
households.Subsequently, Prof.
Rajesh Kumar, Dean (Research &
Development), IIT (BHU), elabo-
rated on the key areas of collabo-
ration under the MOU. He
informed that the partnership will
focus on demonstration and dis-
semination of smart agricultural
technologies, development of AI
and IOT-driven digital twin plat-
forms, establishment of a digital
knowledge repository, promotion
of youth agripreneurship, integra-
tion of climate-smart and renew-
able energy solutions, capacity
building of FPO, hands-on train-
ing for students, farmer field tri-
als and joint development of
funded research projects for
large-scale technology deploy-
ment.The MOU signing ceremony
was graced by senior officials and
academicians from both institu-

tions. From IIT (BHU), Prof.
N.K. Mukhopadhyay, Dean
(Faculty Affairs), Prof. Rajesh
Kumar, Dean (Students’ Affairs),
Prof. Hiralal Pramanik, Dean
(Resources and Alumni) and Prof.
Devendra Singh, Dean (Academic
Affairs) were Present.From
FAARD Foundation, Trustee Dr.
Rajesh Singh, PRO, BHU and
Editor, FAARD Samvaad, Trustee
Dr. Umesh Singh, Training and
Placement Officer, BHU and Sub-
Editor, FAARD Samvaad and
Trustee Dashrath Singh also
attended the programme.Both
institutions will jointly share
intellectual property generated
through collaborative projects and
establish a strong two-way feed-
back and technology transfer
mechanism between rural com-
munities and research laboratories
to foster continuous innovation
and sustainable development.This
landmark collaboration marks a
major milestone in building a
robust, inclusive and sustainable
agri-innovation ecosystem in
Eastern 
Uttar Pradesh, creating new
opportunities for farmers, youth
and agripreneurs.

IIT (BHU), FAARD Foundation
Join Hands for Sustainable 

Rural Development
Varanasi

The passing of Gopesh Pandey,
a renowned senior journalist
from Varanasi, is not just the
loss of an individual, but a pro-
found blow to the journalistic
tradition of Kashi. The void left
by his passing will be difficult
to fill. He was one of those rare
journalists for whom journalism
was not a profession, but a
moral responsibility to
society.In a condolence meeting
organized by the Kashi
Journalist Association on
Tuesday, people associated with
journalism, politics, education
and social service shared their
memories and paid heartfelt
tributes. Speakers present on
the occasion said, "Late Gopesh
Pandey always made honesty,
fearlessness and value-based
journalism the basic mantra of
his life. He never compromised
on telling the truth. Neither was
he afraid of power nor was he
greedy for position. He never
cowered or bowed down. When
it came to principles, he strong-
ly presented his point of view
even in front of the manage-
ment. This was the reason why
he became a name of respect as
well. InHis contributions were
unforgettable not only as a
journalist, but also as a sensi-
tive and committed citizen. As
the former president of the
Kashi Journalists' Association,
he tirelessly fought for the
unity, rights and dignity of

journalists. He was a mentor to
young journalists, teaching
them that humanity and truth
came before news. The tribute
paid to him at the Kashi
Journalists' Association was not
merely a formal event, but an
expression of the respect and
love that the city journalists,
dignitaries, members of various
political parties and social
organizations held for him.
Every eye was moist, every
word expressed a sense of
belonging and every silence
deeply saddened. Gopesh
Pandey may not be physically
present with us today, but his
fearless pen, value-based think-
ing and courageous legacy will
forever guide Banaras journal-
ism. 
He will live on, not in memo-
ries, but in principles. Kashi
journalism will always remem-
ber him.The meeting was
presided over by the association
president, Arun Mishra.
General Secretary Jitendra
Srivastava conducted the pro-
ceedings. Raghvesh Pandey,
Gopesh Pandey brother, pro-
posed the vote of thanks. 

An inspiring and remark-
able scene unfolded at the
Jaint Police Station premis-
es in Mathura district,
where the police adminis-
tration, members of the
media fraternity and promi-
nent citizens came together
to participate in a religious
event, reflecting unity,
devotion and social harmo-
ny.With traditional rituals
and prayers at the Hanuman
Temple located within the
Jaint Police Station campus,
the grand and devotional
inauguration of the Shrimad
Bhagwat Katha Week-long
Gyan Yagya was held on
the auspicious occasion of
the Pran Pratishtha of
Thakur Shri Yugal Bihari
Temple, situated in Tarang
Society.On this sacred occa-
sion, a grand Kalash Yatra
was taken out, which
passed through various
routes before reaching
Tarang Device City Society.
The enthusiasm of the
devotees during the proces-
sion was truly commend-
able. The entire area echoed
with devotional chants of
“Jai Shri Ram,” “Jai
Hanuman,” and “Thakur
Shri Yugal Bihari Sarkar,”
immersing the surroundings

in a spiritual aura.The most
noteworthy aspect of the
event was the collective
participation of the police
administration, journalists
from across the district and
respected members of soci-
ety. This positive interac-
tion between the police and
media conveyed a strong
message of mutual trust,
cooperation and social har-
mony. 
Organized with discipline
and coordination, the event
symbolized that unity in
social and religious activi-
ties is key to building a
strong and cohesive socie-
ty.After the Kalash Yatra
reached Tarang Device City
Society, the Shrimad
Bhagwat Katha Gyan Yagya
was formally inaugurated.
The sacred Pran Pratishtha
ceremony of Thakur Shri
Yugal Bihari Ji was per-
formed under the guidance

and auspices of senior jour-
nalist Thakur Prakash
Singh, along with Naresh
Sisodia and Sanjeev
Agrawal.Several digni-
taries, devotees, and resi-
dents of the area were pres-
ent during the program.
Throughout the event, an
exceptional blend of devo-
tion, faith and religious
enthusiasm was evident. On
this occasion, the organizers
expressed their gratitude to
all devotees, the police
administration and fellow
journalists, stating that such
religious events strengthen
social harmony, unity and
spiritual consciousness and
are essential for the moral
upliftment of society.The
seven-day-long 
Shrimad Bhagwat Katha
will conclude on Monday,
January 19 with a grand
community feast
(Bhandara).

In Vedic and Puranic
scriptures, the five ele-
ments of nature are con-
sidered equivalent to God.
Followers of the Sanatani
tradition have, since
ancient times, acknowl-
edged the importance of
the five elements: earth,
water, air, fire and sky.
The sun plays a crucial
role in maintaining the
purity of nature and the
environment. Its rays and
light energize living
beings. Today, solar ener-
gy is being successfully
collected and utilized in
various forms. Sun wor-
ship has been given spe-
cial importance in
Sanatani fasts and festi-

vals.In nature, the sun is
considered a visible deity.
It has a direct connection
with the Earth and the
solar system. To express
gratitude to the sun, the
source of life, knowledge,
light, power and energy,
saints, sages, yogis and
devotees, as well as
Vaishnavas, have been
performing sun worship
daily in every era.During
the great festival of Surya
Shashti (Chhath Puja)
devotees offer prayers to
the setting sun in the
evening and the rising sun
in the morning, absorbing
its energy and activating
the positive energy in their

bodies. The yogic practice
of Surya Namaskar (Sun
Salutation) helps in keep-
ing the body healthy.

The reality is that the sun
travels through the twelve
zodiac signs of the solar
system. When the sun
enters from one zodiac
sign to another, that time
is called Sankranti. In this
sequence, there are twelve
Sankrantis in a year, of
which Makar Sankranti is
the most popular. On this
day, the sun moves out of
Sagittarius and enters
Capricorn.   This time falls
on the fourteenth or fif-
teenth of January every
year, which is celebrated

enthusiastically by
Sanatani people every
year.This day also has reli-
gious significance because
on this day the sun moves
from Dakshinayana to
Uttarayana, meaning the
sun's inclination shifts
towards the north. The
energy and willpower of
living beings begin to
increase. According to
ancient beliefs, Capricorn
is ruled by Saturn, the son
of the Sun. On Makar
Sankranti, the Sun visits
his son Saturn for a
month.  With the Sun's
entry into Capricorn, the
days gradually become
longer and the nights
shorter. 
As the Sun moves north-
ward, auspicious religious
ceremonies begin. On
Makar Sankranti, people
take a holy dip in sacred
rivers in the morning, wor-
ship the Sun, consume and
donate sesame seeds and
jaggery and partake in a
special dish called khichdi.
This festival is celebrated
in different parts of the
country with varying
names and customs.

Makar Sankranti is Dedicated to the Sun God

Mayor's efforts bear fruit, 200 km of new sewer lines

to be laid in 13 old wards at a cost of Rs 527 crore.

An Exemplary Confluence of Police,
Media and Society Witnessed at Jaint
Police Station, Atmosphere Resonates

with Devotion and Harmony

The fearless voice of
Banaras journalism has

become silent

Wedding Bells to Ring
from February 2nd

Under the Protection of the

Administration, JCB Operators

Turned the Pond into a Death Trap
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Prayagraj. An extraordinary
display of faith and devotion
was witnessed at the Sangam
on the eve of Makar Sankranti,
the second bathing festival of
the Magh Mela. A massive
crowd of devotees thronged
towards the Sangam from early
morning. Throughout the day-
long bathing festival, approxi-
mately 8.5 million devotees
took a holy dip in the sacred
Sangam.The administration
was fully prepared to ensure
the convenience and safety of
the devotees and the smooth
conduct of the fair. All senior
officers were stationed in the
fair area since Tuesday night
and continuously monitored the
arrangements. During this time,
Additional Director General of
Police Jyoti Narayan, Inspector
General of Police Ajay Mishra,
Divisional Commissioner
Saumya Agarwal, Police
Commissioner Prayagraj
Joginder Kumar, Additional
Police Commissioner Ajaypal
Sharma, District Magistrate
Manish Kumar Verma, Fair
Officer Rishiraj, and Fair
Police Superintendent Neeraj
Pandey kept a close watch on
the arrangements and issued
necessary instructions on the
spot.Thanks to the vigilance
and well-planned arrangements
of the administration, no unto-
ward incident occurred during

the entire bathing festival.
Devotees were safely guided to
the bathing ghats and then
safely transported to their desti-
nations.Despite the suspension
of the golf cart service, special
attention was paid to the con-

venience of differently-abled
devotees. When needed, ambu-
lances and police vehicles were
used to transport them to the
Sangam ghats. The Rapido
bike service, which transported
devotees from various pickup

points to parking areas near the
fairgrounds, also proved very
useful. 
Approximately 12,000 devo-
tees availed this service on
Tuesday, and so far, about
127,000 people have used this

facility.The administration has
breathed a sigh of relief after
the successful conduct of the
Magh Mela and has started
preparing to further strengthen
the arrangements for the
upcoming bathing festivals.

Magh Mela: A surge of devotion at Sangam before

Makar Sankranti, 8.5 million devotees take a dip

Wave of grief sweeps

through the family

and the entire region

after the death of

four children
Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj: Four children from
Husainpur hamlet of Ahmadpur
Pawan village in Puramufti
police station area of the district
had gone to the fields to eat
chickpea greens on the evening
of January 13th, around 3:00
PM. After eating the greens, the
four children went towards a
pond, but then they disappeared
and could not be found. When
the children did not return home,
their families started searching
for them. On the morning of
January 14th, the bodies of the
four children were found in the
pond. With the help of villagers,
the children's bodies were recov-
ered from the pond. Seeing the
four bodies together outside the
pond, the family was devastated.
Police arrived at the scene, took
custody of the bodies, and sent
them for post-mortem examina-
tion. However, the family mem-
bers have alleged that the chil-

dren were murdered and then
thrown into the pond.According
to information, Prateek Sonkar,
aged 11, and Prince Sonkar,
aged 10, sons of Pradeep Sonkar
from Husainpur hamlet of
Ahmadpur Pawan village in
Puramufti police station area,
along with their relatives
Priyanshu Sonkar, aged 11, and
Karan Sonkar, aged 19, had
gone from their home to the
fields to eat chickpea greens
around 3:00 PM on January
13th. After going to the fields,
the four children suddenly dis-
appeared and did not return
home. When the four children
did not return, their families

became worried and started
searching for them. The family
members informed the police.
The police also searched, but
there was no trace of the chil-
dren throughout the night.On
January 14th, the children's bod-
ies were spotted in a pond near a
brick kiln, and with the help of
villagers, the children's bodies
were recovered from the pond.
Upon receiving the news of the
death of the four children, a
large crowd of villagers from the
surrounding areas gathered at
the scene. Grief was visible on
everyone's faces after the death
of the four children. Upon
receiving the information, the

police arrived at the scene, took
the children's bodies into cus-
tody, and sent them for post-
mortem examination. The simul-
taneous death of the four chil-
dren has plunged the entire fam-
ily into grief, and a wave of sor-
row has swept through the vil-
lage.  Pradeep Sonkar, in his
complaint to the police, alleged
that the children were murdered,
but the motive for the killings
remains unclear. The cause of
the children's deaths is now the
subject of a police investigation.
The police station authorities
stated that the cause of death
will become clear after the post-
mortem report is received.   
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Prayagraj. Film actor
Rajpal Yadav, who visited
the camp of Guru Dev
Prabhakar Shastri Daddaji,
said that Sanatan Dharma
teaches harmony. When I
come to the sands of the
Sangam, I feel renewed
energy, and then I return to
my work with renewed
enthusiasm. The
Mahakumbh, Ardh Kumbh,
and the annual Magh Mela
are also a confluence of
various cultures. Here we

find a confluence of culture,
aquatic life, and avian life;

this is life. We believe that
life should be lived well.

Rajpal said that Guru
Daddaji has changed his

life. He finds peace only at
Daddaji's ashram or in the
camp established on the
sands of the Sangam.
Speaking in the presence of
Dr. Anil Prabhakar Shastri,
he said that here there is not
only faith but also the pin-
nacle of devotion. Here we
also learn the lessons of
time management and disci-
pline. If someone wants to
learn time management,
they should observe the
birds. They wake up with
the first rays of the sun,
find food and water, and

then return to their nests by
evening; therefore, a regular
daily routine is essential.He
said that this is now the age
of AI.
If we adopt it like a mis-

sion, it will be beneficial,
but if we treat it as a game,
the consequences can be
serious. Rajpal Yadav took
a dip in the Sangam in the
morning, then went to the
camp and participated in a
ritual after making a clay
Shiva Lingam. He left the
camp around 1 PM, saying
he was going to Kolkata. 

Film actor Rajpal Yadav arrived at the Magh Mela 
and took a dip in the Sangam Prayagraj: In compliance

with the order of the District

Magistrate, all secondary

schools of all boards operating

in Prayagraj district, from

classes 1 to 12, will remain

closed from January 16, 2026,

to January 20, 2026, due to the

major bathing festivals of

Makar Sankranti and Mauni

Amavasya during the Magh

Mela. This decision has been

taken considering the crowds,

traffic management, and the

safety of the students. District

School Inspector P.N. Singh

clarified that the pre-board

examinations scheduled during

this period will also be com-

pletely postponed. Instructions

have been given to ensure

strict compliance with the

order.

Schools Closed

Until January 20

Due to Magh Mela
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Prayagraj. Panic ensued on
Tuesday near Tikonia Park in GTB
Nagar, under the Kareli police sta-
tion area, when a parked car sud-
denly caught fire. The flames
quickly engulfed the entire vehicle.
People nearby immediately
informed the police and fire
brigade.Upon receiving the infor-
mation, the fire department team
arrived at the scene and, after con-

siderable effort, brought the fire
under control. The car was com-
pletely destroyed in the fire, but
fortunately, there were no casual-
ties.
The initial cause of the fire is
believed to be a short circuit. The
police are investigating the matter.
The timely intervention of the fire
department prevented the fire from
spreading to other parked vehicles
and the surrounding residential
area, thus averting a major disaster. 

Massive Fire Engulfs Parked Car
in Kareli, Fire fighters Bring it

Under Control in Time

Four Children Drown in Pond, 

All Four Die, Family Devastated

Prayagraj. Fire incidents continue
unabated at the ongoing Magh Mela
in Sangam city. On Wednesday
evening, a fire broke out in a camp in
the fair area for the second consecu-
tive day. The fire suddenly erupted at
the Brahmashram camp located on
the Lower Road of Sector Four. Due
to strong winds, the fire quickly
intensified and engulfed two large
camps. More than 10 tents were
reduced to ashes in this incident.As
soon as the fire broke out, panic
spread among the pilgrims residing in
the camp. People somehow managed
to save their lives by running away.
The towering flames and thick smoke
were visible from a distance. Upon
receiving the information, police,
administration, and fire brigade
teams reached the spot. Ten fire
engines and about 30 firefighters took
charge and brought the fire under
control by dousing it with water. As a
precaution, the entire area was sealed
off to prevent the fire from spreading
to other camps. Ten ambulances were
also deployed at the spot. Firefighters
shifted people to safe places.The
belongings kept in the tents of the pil-
grims were destroyed in the fire.
However, the good news is that no
casualties were reported in this inci-
dent. Due to the swift and effective
action of the fire service, the fire was
completely brought under control and
the situation was normalized.

Fire breaks out for the
second consecutive
day at Magh Mela;
more than 10 tents

gutted at
Brahmashram camp
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The sins of fathers shall be vis-
ited upon the sons—this omi-
nous pronouncement in the
Bible has now come true for
Tulip Siddiq, a 42-year-old
minister in the British govern-
ment, but with a twist. In her
case, it wasn’t her father’s sins
that visited upon her but
those allegedly committed by
her aunt, the deposed prime
minister of Bangladesh,
Sheikh Hasina Wazed. And it
cost Siddiq her job. Slapped
with a range of corruption
charges by Bangladesh’s Anti-
Corruption Committee (ACC),
which forced an internal gov-

ernment inquiry, Siddiq has
strenuously denied any
wrongdoing—except that of
ignorance about benefiting
from dubious transactions.
But she has paid the price and
resigned as UK treasury minis-
ter on Tuesday, though she
stressed that an independent
review found she had “not
breached the ministerial
code”. If the sins of aunts can
impact nieces, then can
daughters escape their moth-
ers’?  Ever since Siddiq’s case
hit the headlines, the spotlight
has slowly but surely turned
to Sheikh Hasina’s daughter,

Saima Wazed, also known as
Putul, who was elected
regional director of the World
Health Organisation’s
Southeast Asia branch amid
considerable controversy in
February 2024. An editorial in
the eminent medical journal
The Lancet had earlier ques-
tioned if she was fit for the
job, as she only held a mas-
ter’s degree in psychology
while rival aspirants were doc-
tors with years of public
health experience. The ACC
has now initiated a probe into
how she got the job: on her
own merit or her mother’s

intervention as prime minis-
ter. All eyes are now on Putul
and whether she’ll be forced
to follow in her cousin’s foot-
steps. What does it all mean
for 77-year-old Sheikh Hasina,
who has been sheltering in
New Delhi since fleeing Dhaka
on 5 August after a violent
student uprising against her
15-year continuous tenure as
Bangladesh’s prime minister?
There is no doubt that the
charges being hurled at her,
her family, and her friends are
coloured by political prejudice
from those now in power in
Bangladesh. 

As India approaches its 75th Republic Day, the
nation has achieved a significant milestone in
strengthening its naval capabilities. In an
exceptional move reflecting strategic foresight,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently com-
missioned three advanced naval platforms in a
single day: a destroyer, a frigate, and a subma-
rine. However, in a fast-changing security envi-
ronment in the Indo-Pacific, the developments
in naval capabilities must be measured in a rel-
ative context— capabilities of arch rivals and a
swiftly evolving security domain, that is. Now,
five points need to be underscored in this con-
text. The commissioning of advanced naval
platforms highlights India’s aspiration to estab-
lish itself as a net security provider in the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR). Over the years, India’s
maritime security strategy has significantly
evolved. The 2015 Security and Growth for All
in the Region (SAGAR) vision reflects India’s
dedication to fostering regional cooperation in
the Indo-Pacific. This vision is supported by ini-
tiatives such as the Indian Ocean Rim
Association (IORA) and the Indian Ocean Island
Countries (IOIC), which emphasise coastal con-
nectivity and sustainable development. PM
Modi’s address at the 2018 Shangri-La Dialogue
further reinforced India’s strategic perspective
for the Indo-Pacific. The SAGAR vision has
gained traction through frameworks such as
the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI) and the
Information Fusion Centre for the Indian Ocean
Region (IFC-IOR), aiming to tackle regional
security issues and counter China’s expanding
influence. While China’s People’s Liberation
Army Navy (PLAN) has grown to become the
world’s largest by fleet size, it still lacks the
operational capabilities and combat experience
of the United States. India’s navy, although the
smallest of its armed forces, has consistently
demonstrated efficiency and timely acquisi-
tions. Compared to the Indian Air Force, which
faces critical squadron shortages, the navy
pragmatically acknowledges domestic limita-
tions in engine development. It relies on for-
eign collaborations to fill gaps, ensuring
progress. However, I’ll turn to that later. To
establish itself as a net security provider, the
Indian Navy must sustain the momentum it has
recently achieved in naval defence exports.
Although this initiative began in earnest only in
2011, it gained significant traction after 2016.
India has transitioned from being a cautious
supplier of naval equipment, primarily target-
ing countries such as Mauritius, Sri Lanka, and
the Philippines, to a more prominent player in
defence exports. For many years, India’s
exports to nations such as Seychelles, the
Maldives, Mauritius, and Sri Lanka were limited
to refurbished ex-navy and coast guard vessels.
However, this trend has undergone a remark-
able transformation in recent years. Naval
ships, as of 2024, account for over 61 per cent
of India’s total defence exports. This shift high-
lights India’s growing capability to manufacture
advanced platforms and its determination to
emerge as a dependable supplier of defence
equipment to neighbouring countries. This
development is a critical component of India’s
regional and maritime strategy, especially given
China’s rapid ascent in modernising PLAN and
expanding its influence in the Indian Ocean by
providing naval assets to smaller nations. China
has already established itself as the leading
defence exporter to both Pakistan and
Bangladesh. 
It delivered two Ming-class submarines to
Bangladesh in 2017, gifted a P625 frigate to Sri
Lanka in 2019, and committed to export-
ing Yuan-class submarines to
Thailand. Although the Thai deal
encountered difficulties when
Germany refused to supply
key propulsion components.

The Union government’s
capital expenditure (capex)
continues to be a cause for
concern. Of course, the
extent of its decline has
reduced somewhat — from
35 per cent at the end of the
first quarter of the current
financial year to 15 per cent
at the end of six months.
But the latest number for
the April-November 2024-
25 period shows that the
Union government’s capex
was still 12 per cent lower
than what it was in the same
period of 2023-24. Instead
of aiming for the targeted 17
per cent growth to ~11.11
trillion in capex for 2024-25,
the government will have to
strive hard to at least cross
the figure of ~9.48 trillion
reached last year. What has
led to this decline? A widely
held view is that the seven-
phase general elections,
which began on April 19 and
ended on June 1 last year,
caused a slowdown in
capex. But if that indeed is
the reason, the decline in
capex in the first quarter
should have been reversed
in the second quarter of
2024-25. And certainly, the
first two months of the third
quarter should have raised
the trajectory of capex
growth to a higher level.
There has been some
improvement, but a 12 per
cent decline in the April-
November 2024-25 period is
no comfort. Look at the
slightly different trajectory
seen in the Union govern-
ment’s revenue expenditure
growth during the same
period. The Budget for
2024-25 had projected a rise
of over 6 per cent to ~37.1
trillion in revenue expendi-

ture. At the end of June
2024, the growth was just
about 2 per cent, but it has
been rising since then,
reaching 4.2 per cent by the
end of the first six months of
2024-25 and climbing even
higher to 7.8 per cent during
April-November 2024-25.
So, if revenue expenditure
has gained momentum, why
has capex failed to follow
suit? A close analysis of the
government’s capex num-
bers presents an interesting
picture. Over 90 per cent of
the Centre’s total capex dur-
ing 2024-25 was accounted
for by just six sectors —
roads, railways, defence,
telecom, transfer to states
and new schemes. Their
share in total capex in 2023-
24 was a little less at 87 per
cent. But the 12 per cent
decline in the first eight
months of 2024-25 is prima-
rily the result of a marked
slowdown in only two of
these six areas — roads and
defence, which accounted
for over 40 per cent of the
total capex outlay for 2024-
25. Capex on the construc-
tion of roads and highways
fell by 16 per cent, while
defence saw a decline of 15
per cent. This is serious and
has worrying implications

for both infrastructure and
defence. The problem of
slowing expenditure in
these two areas should not
have been difficult to fix.
Either effective monitoring
of spending is lacking, or
there are serious problems
with project execution,
reflecting the poor expendi-
ture-absorbing capacity of
these two sectors. This is
borne out by a relatively
good performance of the
Indian Railways, which
accounts for over 22 per
cent of this year’s capex. At
~1.68 trillion, the Indian
Railways’ capex is just about
1 per cent lower than its
spending during April-
November 2023. With
regard to the transfer of
special assistance as loans
to states for their capex and
additional central assistance
for their externally aided
projects, the Union govern-
ment’s performance was
slightly better. In the April-
November 2024-25 period,
these transfers rose by
about 5 per cent, although
much lower than the bud-
geted increase of 41 per
cent. 

In contrast, such
transfers during the entire
2023-24 had risen sharply

by about 24 per cent to
~1.15 trillion. It appears that
these transfers will take a hit
in the current year and for
the first time since this ini-
tiative to help states boost
their capex was undertaken
a couple of years ago.
Significantly, this has not yet
adversely impacted the
states in a big way. The
capex of 25 states (account-
ing for 95 per cent of all the
states’ and Union territo-
ries’ total capex budget) has
risen by just about 1 per
cent in the April-November
2024-25 period, although
states like Andhra Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh, Kerala,
Mizoram, Odisha,
Telangana, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, and West
Bengal saw their capex fall
by varying margins.
Eventually, however, this
will have an adverse impact
on the states’ capex pro-
gramme and its growth-
enhancing effect. There are
two more sectors that
account for another 13 per
cent of the Centre’s capital
expenditure budget. But
they bring out an intriguing
aspect of why the govern-
ment’s capex has been slow-
ing. They suffer from a pecu-
liar problem, which has
nothing to do with either
the relevant sectors’ expen-
diture-absorbing capacity or
the absence of effective
expenditure monitoring.
The bulk of the capex under
telecommunications was
meant for infusing equity
into state-owned Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Ltd, or BSNL.
Of the total capex of ~0.84
trillion, the proposed
amount for BSNL’s equity
infusion accounted for as

much as ~0.83 trillion. But
the total expenditure under
this head in the first eight
months of 2024-25 is only 6
percent of what has been
budgeted. In other words, a
decision to transfer the
equity amount promised to
BSNL would increase the
government’s capex by a
significant margin. Why this
money has not been trans-
ferred is puzzling. Last year,
against a budgeted BSNL
equity infusion of ~0.53 tril-
lion, the actual infusion was
higher at ~0.65 trillion. This
year, no action on this front
even after eight months is a
puzzle as this failure also
contributes significantly to
the decline in the Centre’s
capex. More importantly,
the Budget for 2024-25 had
allocated a significant
amount of ~0.66 trillion for
capex on central sector
schemes and projects. Of
this, a large chunk, estimat-
ed at ~0.62 trillion, was ear-
marked for new schemes
that the government would
announce during the year.
However, in the first eight
months of the current year,
only 4 percent of that total
outlay has been used up,
leaving ~0.63 trillion yet to
be spent. It is likely that the
government may not need
this amount or it may have
kept its powder dry to meet
any new schemes that it
might announce later in the
year, for which such capital
allocations will be useful.
For the Union finance min-
istry, currently busy prepar-
ing the Budget for 2025-26,
such a state of play with
regard to slowing capital
expenditure could well be
an opportunity.

Extension of the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme for solar ener-
gy value chain, increased allocation
towards PM Suryaghar Muft Bijlee
Yojana, and greater thrust to distri-
bution and transmission infrastruc-
ture are likely to be the key features
of the upcoming Budget, as far as the
energy sector is concerned. Sources
said these proposals figured not only
in the budget wish lists of the indus-
try, but also in the respective recom-
mendations from the ministries of
power and renewable energy to the
finance ministry , ahead of the
Budget. “Given the success of PM
Suryaghar scheme with almost
600,000 installations in just nine
months since its launch, one could
probably see additional allocation to
target more households,” said
Ashwin Jacob, partner at Deloitte
India. “As far as evacuation of power
from offshore wind projects is con-
cerned, we would want to see the
VGF or budgetary support to contin-
ue or get enhanced,” he added. “We
hope to see a decisive increase in
funding to accelerate the green ener-
gy transition. Priorities must include
scaling renewable energy by address-
ing grid and transmission challenges,
advancing Battery Energy Storage
Systems (BESS) for grid stability and
reliable power, doubling energy effi-
ciency and digitalizing the energy
sector through AI, smart meters, and
data-driven solutions. Streamlining
rooftop solar programs with simpli-
fied approvals, financing, and moni-
toring is equally vital,” said Saurabh
Kumar, Vice President – India, Global
Energy Alliance for People and Planet
(GEAPP). Sharat Goyal, CEO of
Impact Infracap also expects the gov-
ernment to remove restrictions on
state wise caps on roof top capacity
for net-metering for industrial estab-
lishments. “Further, adoption of bat-
teries to substitute use of diesel gen-
erators for back-up power should
receive incentives and policy support

given their role in reducing depend-
ence on imports,” he said. While the
government is increasingly working
towards enhancing the country’s RE
capacity, the distribution and trans-
mission infrastructure for its evacua-
tion still needs to be strengthened.
With the peak demand for power
growing at a rate of 8-9% annually,
the industry is looking forward to
strengthening of climate resilient
infrastructure augmentation. “One
can expect new allocations towards
augmentation of power distribution
infrastructure, especially in high den-
sity/ urban load centres, in view of
the sharp rise in peak demand over
the last few years,” said Anujesh
Dwivedi, Partner at Deloitte India. He
noted that there may be some allo-
cation towards supporting the
preparatory work especially on the
listing of power utilities, or some
incentive mechanism for promoting
initiatives on private sector participa-
tion or listing of utilities at the state
level because they are increasingly
being seen as the much needed
structural reforms the sector needs.
The industry is optimistic of a wider
coverage of the Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme by
including smart metering in infra-
structure definition.
“This would direct more financing

for a sector which seeks to bring
down India’s transmission and distri-
bution losses to 12% and improve
recovery for state utilities,” Goyal
said. Goyal also noted that power
transmission despite significant
potential has not seen any notable
monetisation events which could
address the latent investor demand.
“Government should announce a
time-bound privatisation programme
for assets owned by PGCIL,” he said.
The sector also sees the PLI scheme
for solar value chain to continue with
possible reduction in the duty struc-
tures for solar equipment. Jacob
highlighted.

Investors line-up for Excitel's 

$200-million equity deal

On January 20, 1981, on the day
Ronald Reagan took over as the new
US president, Iran freed 52 American
hostages it had been holding for over
a year. That projected Reagan as a
strong leader sending a powerful sig-
nal to US allies and its foes. His pred-
ecessor, Jimmy Carter, did all the
negotiations and tried his best to
have the hostages released while he
was still the president. But Tehran
would not let him take the glory.
Forty-four years on, Donald Trump is
taking the credit for the Gaza cease-
fire deal, which will come into effect a
day before his inauguration, cement-
ing his reputation as a tough leader.
Biden can say that the deal happened
under his watch. But there is no
doubt that it was Trump whose pres-
sure led to achieve the goal. He
declared on his social media platform
Truth Social: “This EPIC ceasefire
agreement could have only hap-
pened as a result of our Historic
Victory in November, as it signalled to
the entire World that my

Administration would seek Peace and
negotiate deals to ensure the safety
of all Americans, and our Allies.” Days
after he threatened that there better
be a Gaza deal by his January 20 inau-
guration or “all hell would break out”,
his special envoy to the Middle East,
Steven Witkoff, landed in Tel Aviv last
Saturday. It was the Sabbath, the day
of rest for Jews. But Witkoff insisted
on meeting the Israeli Prime Minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu, that day. At
their meeting, he conveyed Trump's
message that the incoming President
of the United States wanted to end
the Gaza war and demanded that a
ceasefire agreement be signed imme-
diately. The format of the three-stage
deal announced on Wednesday was
proposed by Biden in May last year
and was later also endorsed by the
UN Security Council. But both Hamas
and Israel kept dragging the negotia-
tions over it. In Isreal, Netanyahu
refused to give any concessions to
Hamas and continued with his brute
military operation in Gaza.

Will Israel-Hamas Ceasefire
Really Lead To Peace?

India’s naval advance-

ments will fuel its Indian

Ocean ambitions

Capital expenditure (capex) continues to be

a cause for concern

Tulip’s resignation in the UK is troublesome
for Hasina. Spotlight on daughter Saima



Thursday, 15 January, 2026BUSINESSAkhand Bharat Sandesh 05

Sebi to attract rural investors
with MF-life insurance

Delhi: Sebi chief Madhabi Puri Buch stated that
the regulator will offer mutual fund schemes with
term life insurance. She added the FDA will soon
release a combo product consultation paper. Puri
Buch said the MF-insurance combo targets
investors, particularly rural ones, where SIPs have
great potential but low investment values."We
are now proposing to come out with a consulta-
tion paper again, to try and include insurance
pure and simple vanilla life, term life insurance,
along with our mutual funds, which is our main
product for financial inclusion, and so that we are
able to go, including to people where we have
very, very low value SIPs coming from the hinter-
land, and to be able to offer them a combo prod-
uct of term life insurance along with the mutual
fund investment," said Buch.UTI Mutual Fund
offers life insurance and tax savings. This 1971
program has a portfolio value of Rs 5,434 crore in
December 2024. Even if existing investors can
invest, UTIMF's website revealed no new applica-
tions for the schemes. 

Delhi: The 
Parliamentary panel on com-
munications and information
technology, led by BJP law-
maker Nishikant Dubey, will
recommend that the Union
government form the Media
Council of India to regulate
print, television, and online
media, sources said. A senior
panelist suggested an
umbrella body because the
same content occurs across
platforms. You work for a
paper. The Press Council of
India oversees your newspa-
per articles. No regulation
exists for the identical story
in the paper's online edi-
tion.” There is no central reg-
ulator for online material,
but two groups regulate print
and electronic media. The
Press Council of India, a
statutory quasi-judicial

autonomous authority estab-
lished by Parliament, pro-
tects press freedom and
improves newspaper and
news agency standards
.Among other major media
regulatory reforms, the
panel, which addressed fake
news extensively  will recom-
mend this.In the discussion,

Dubey added, “Paid news is
rampant. Illiterate and
gullible individuals think
alike. Without strict regula-
tions, ethical boundaries are
crossed. Investigative jour-
nalism is discouraged by
expensive and lengthy legal
fights for journalists and
media corporations.

IT panel to propose TV, print, online media umbrella

Delhi: After the hack,
WhatsApp issued
Paragon a cease-and-
desist letter . WhatsApp
stated it “will continue
to protect people’s abil-
ity to communicate pri-
vately.” Paragon would-
n't comment.
WhatsApp officials
reported a hacking
attempt on 90 users. A
number of civil society
and media figures were
targeted, although the
official did not specify
who or where. He said
WhatsApp has stopped
the hacking and was
referring targets to
Citizen Lab. Officials
would not reveal how
they determined

Paragon was responsi-
ble for the hack. He
claimed law enforce-
ment and industry part-
ners were informed but
declined to elaborate.
Paragon sells high-end
surveillance software
to government clients,
claiming it is essential
to combating crime and
defending national
security. 
However, journalists,
activists, opposition

politicians, and at least
50 US officials have
found surveillance
capabilities on their
phones, raising fears
about the technology's
unregulated expansion.
Paragon, which was
apparently acquired by
Florida-based invest-
ment group AE
Industrial Partners last
month, has strived to
identify as a responsi-
ble industry actor.

Delhi : The ministry of
electronics and IT
(Meity) announced
that the Union gov-
ernment has amended
the Aadhaar rules to
allow private entities
to use Aadhaar
authentication for
service delivery. The
amendments aim to
give residents “ease of
living” and “better
access to
s e r v i c es ”. M i n i s t r y
Notified Aadhaar
Authentication for
Good Governance
(Social Welfare,
I n n o v a t i o n ,
Knowledge) 
Amendment Rules,
2025, revising 2020
rules.     “The amend-
ment allows govern-
ment and non-govern-
ment entities to use
Aadhaar authentica-
tion, promoting trust-
ed transactions for
both providers and
users,” stated the
announcement. It
stated that the
amendment will make
non-government e-
commerce, travel,
tourism, hospitality,
and health services
easier to use.

The 2020 rules
allowed the Centre to

allow Aadhaar
authentication only
“in the interest of
good governance, pre-
venting leakage of
public funds, promot-
ing ease of living of
residents and enabling
better access to serv-
ices for them” to use
digital platforms for
good governance,
social welfare benefit
dissipation preven-
tion, and innovation
and knowledge dis-
semination. The
amendments
removed "in the inter-
est of good gover-
nance, preventing
leakage of public
funds access to servic-
es for them" and
added "promoting
ease of living of resi-
dents and enabling
better access to serv-
ices for them" as the
fourth purpose,
expanding the reasons
for authentication.

Prasanna S, the
Supreme Court's
advocate-on-record
who challenged
Aadhaar's constitu-
tionality, called the
expansion the "spec-
tre of a surveillance
state", "unwarranted"
and in violation of the
top court's ruling that
struck down Section
57 of the Aadhaar Act,
2016 to bar private
entities from using
authentication servic-
es. The 2025 Rules
change contradicts
the five-judge
Supreme Court ruling
in Puttaswamy v
Union of India (2018).
Section 57 of the
Aadhaar Act, 2016
prohibiting private
entities from employ-
ing authentication
services was over-
turned. He claimed
this amendment prac-
tically re-legislates
what was ruled down.

Privatized entities can employ

Aadhar authentication

A survey found that
58% of manufacturing
businesses were owned
by women in 2023-24,
up 4% from the previ-
ous year.The Annual
Survey of
Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises (ASUSE)
2023-24 found that
28.1% of workers were
women. More than
one-third (33.7%) of
OAES' workforce is
female in OAEs (owned
a c c o u n t
enterprises).Female-
owned businesses rose
to 26.2% in 2023-24
from 22.9% in and 9.7%
to 14.2% in other serv-
ices. Female workers
comprised 18.5% of
recruited workers.
Female workers were

most prevalent in man-
ufacturing (46.5%), fol-
lowed by other services
(22.5%) and trade.West
Bengal has the most
female workers
(12.7%), followed by
Uttar Pradesh (10.4%)
and Maharashtra (9.7%)
in ASUSE 2023-24. West
Bengal and
Maharashtra have the
most rural and urban
female workers, at 16%
and 13%,

respectively.Non-incor-
porated non-far estab-
lishments are not regis-
tered under the
Companies Act 1956 or
the 2013 Act.

Every fourth
proprietary establish-
ment in India was
owned by a woman.
Women run one-third
of private businesses in
Gujarat, Karnataka,
Telangana, and West
Bengal.

Delhi: The Economic
Survey supports allowing
manufacturers to average
legally capped working
hours over three weeks or
longer rather than week-
by-week. Industry cap-
tains want larger hours. It
claims that agile regula-
tions will assist manage-
ment satisfy production

demands and grow."New
Labour Laws are an
improvement. With flexi-
ble legislation and com-
petent implementation,
firms may develop and
create more jobs. "They
protect labor rights and
boost wages," it stated.
The Survey complained
that labor laws like the

Factories Act (1948) limit
working hours to 48 per
week, whereas other
nations "allow these caps
to be averaged over mul-
tiple days and weeks". It
said India's working hour
laws impede manufactur-
ers from satisfying
demand and competing .
globally.  

Public infrastructure spend-

ing rises, but private sector

participation falls

WhatsApp claims Israeli spy-

ware Paragon targets users

Health and wealth benefit

from flexible work hours

Women own almost 50% of small

manufacturing businesses

As medicare policy rates sky-
rocket for seniors over 60,
Irdai has ordered insurers not
to raise senior people' health
premiums by more than 10%
without approval. Before can-
celing senior health coverage,
insurers must get regulator
clearance. As healthcare
prices rise, insurers are

advised to standardize hospi-
tal empanelment and negoti-

ate package rates like the gov-
ernment's PM Jan Arogya
Yojana. Irdai reported a large
increase in prices for various
health insurance policies for
subscribers over 60. Premium
rates depend on projected
claims, administrative expen-
ditures, and acquisition costs,
the regulator said. Private

insurance doesn't standardize
hospitalization expenses,
unlike PMJAY, which negoti-
ates consistent package rates,
which drives these rises.
Seniors have reported virtual-
ly doubling their costs when
entering a higher age category
during an insurer's pricing
change. 

Delhi: Three sources
intimately involved in
the process said India's
six-year-old Agricul-
tural Export Policy
(AEP) will be over-
hauled as export desti-
nations vary and the
country's farm export
basket diversifies. The
planned study will
improve Indian agricul-
tural products' com-
petitiveness, assure
global standards com-
pliance, and promote
value-added products.
The officials quoted
above added on condi-
tion of anonymity that
it will also aim to
enhance commercial
links with emerging
countries while main-

taining strong partner-
ships with old part-
ners. "Our agricultural
exports have grown
over the past five
years. We must exam-
ine the policy to match
export targets with
market demands. One
of the three persons
cited above claimed

the agriculture min-
istry will assist with the
review and set a dead-
line. India was the
eighth-largest agricul-
tural exporter in 2023
despite a drop from
$51.12 billion to
$48.77 billion in FY24.
Recently, changing
global demand pat-

terns, trading partners,
and agricultural tech-
nology have changed
how and where agri-
cultural products are
sold. Two newly
appointed MPC mem-
bers have revived the
Economic Survey's dis-

cussion on removing
food inflation from
monetary policy. Q2
GDP growth and
November food infla-
tion may have
unnerved MPC out-
siders.

Redesigning agri export policies

Delhi: The 2024-25
Economic Survey deliv-
ered to Parliament
found that India still
struggles with infra-
structure development
despite government
efforts. The union gov-
ernment's capital
investment on major
infrastructure sectors
grew 38.8% from FY20
to FY24, although pri-
vate sector participa-
tion in core areas
remained low, accord-
ing to the survey.“India
needs a continued step-
up of infrastructure
investment over the
next two decades to
sustain a high rate of
growth,” the research
says. The National
Monetisation Pipeline
(NMP) program has met
its FY22-24 objective of
4.30 lakh crore with
transactions totaling
3.86 lakh crore. 
In Q1 FY25, average
monthly capital spend-

ing dropped to 0.60
lakh crore from 0.66
lakh crore in July-
November 2024.
Railway network expan-

sion remained constant
at 2,000 kilometers,
with 17 Vande Bharat
train pairs and 228 car-
riages added.

Delhi: 100% FDI will attract
new capital, as multinationals
can now invest without worry-
ing about control or Indian
partners. The capital gains tax
rate of 12% applies to ULIP pro-
ceeds, which do not benefit
from tax exemptions, instead of
the higher marginal tax rate of
30%. Crop cover reinsurance is
exempt from service tax, and
the threshold for tax deduction
at source on insurance commis-
sion has risen from Rs 15,000 to
Rs 20,000. M Nagraju, financial
services secretary, said the FDI
relaxation was one of the sug-
gested insurance measures.
, and the modifications would

Foreign insurers
gain ownership

via 100% FDI

Price pressure caps senior citizen health premium hikes at 10%

Delhi :The Union Cabinet, led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, launched the National Critical
Mineral Mission (NCMM) with a 16,300 crore
expenditure and a projected 18,000 crore invest-
ment from PSUs and other businesses. "Several
crucial decisions have created new scientific and
technology prospects for our children, future
generations, and the economy. Minister told a
Cabinet briefing that PM Modi the National
Critical Minerals Mission today.

The National Critical Mineral Mission

gets 16,300 crore from the cabinet

Delhi: Thirteen busi-
nesses, including sig-
nificant producers of
alcohol, tobacco, and
paan masala, have
received notifications
from the Central
Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) for
using surrogate adver-
tising. The dishonest
practice of using the

same brand name to
promote products
that are prohibited
from direct advertis-
ing is known as "surro-
gate advertising."
Pralhad Joshi, the
union minister of con-
sumer affairs, stated
that the CCPA is creat-
ing regulations to con-
trol the issue.

Norms to stop annoying calls and surro-

gate advertisements next month
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