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New Delhi. In the cabi-
net meeting chaired by
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Friday, it has been
approved to give a sub-
sidy of Rs 300 per 14.2
kg cylinder to the bene-
ficiaries of Pradhan
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
(PMUY) during the
financial year 2025-26.
Rs 12 thousand crore
will be spent for this.
Giving information
about the cabinet deci-
sion, Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnav said
that the average per

capita consumption
(PCC) of PMUY con-
sumers was only about
3 refills in 2019-20,
which has increased to
3.68 refills in 2022-23
and about 4.47 refills in
2024-25. Pradhan
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
(PMUY) was launched
in May 2016, aimed at
providing free LPG
connections to adult
women of poor families

across the country. As of
July 1, 2025, there are
about 10.33 crore
PMUY connections in
the country. All PMUY
beneficiaries get free
LPG connection includ-
ing security deposit of
cylinder, pressure regu-
lator, safety hose,
Domestic Gas
Consumer Card
(DGCC) booklet and
installation charges. As

per the current arrange-
ment of Ujjwala 2.0, the
first refill and stove are
also given free to all
b e n e f i c i a r i e s .
Beneficiaries do not
have to pay anything for
LPG connection.

Ujjwala: Beneficiaries will

continue to get subsidy

New Delhi. Rajya
Sabha proceedings
were adjourned for the
day on Friday after
opposition members
created a ruckus over
various issues, includ-
ing special deep revi-
sion of voter list in
Bihar and Congress'
vote theft allegations.
As soon as the proceed-
ings of the Rajya Sabha
began, Deputy
Chairman Harivansh
got the necessary
papers and reports laid
on the table of the
House. After that
Harivansh said that

today he has received
20 notices under Rule
267. The notices
include five different
issues on which mem-
bers have sought
adjournment of the
business. It appears that
notices under Rule 267
are being used to create
chaos in the House.
After this, the uproar
started again.
Trinamool Congress
leader Derek O'Brien
said that from next
Monday all the notices
to be given by the oppo-
sition will be on the SIR
issue.

New Delhi: The
Election Commission
says that Rahul
Gandhi's recent allega-
tions have already been
denied and legally
rejected. He wants to
create sensation by rais-
ing the issues raised in
2018 again. The
Commission says that
the law has a clear pro-
cedure for filing objec-
tions and appeals.
Instead, Rahul Gandhi
tries to sensationalize
the issue by making

baseless claims through
the media. When the
law expects a work to
be done through a par-
ticular process, then the

same process should be
followed. If Rahul
Gandhi believes in his
words, then he should
sign the manifesto

respecting the law or
apologize to the coun-
try. According to the
Election Commission,
in 2018, the then
President of Madhya
Pradesh Congress
Kamal Nath had filed a
petition in the Supreme
Court regarding the
irregularities in the
electoral list. At that
time, on the basis of
some websites, it was
claimed that the same
face has been shown as
multiple voters.

New Delhi. The
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has retaliated to
the statement given by
Congress leader and
MP Rahul Gandhi
regarding the Election
Commission and has
termed it a false narra-

tive. The BJP said that
the Leader of
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
has told a big lie after
preparing it. In a press
conference held at the
BJP headquarters on
Friday, Union Minister
Yadav said that for a

long time, our country's
Leader of Opposition
Rahul was talking
about an atom bomb.
He was actually cutting
the tree on which he
was sitting with an axe.
The arrogance in the
language of the
Congress prince  and
the Leader of
Opposition was for the
employees of the
Election Commission.
He said that the false
narrative that tried to
create has been com-
pletely demolished

New Delhi. Union
Minister of State for
Skill Development and
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
(Independent Charge)
Jayant Chaudhary said
on Friday that national

interest is paramount
and trade diplomacy
cannot be at the cost of
policy sovereignty.
Union Minister Jayant
Chaudhary made this
remark in the backdrop

of the US increasing the
duty on Indian goods to
50 percent while
addressing the 16th
Global Skills Summit
2025 organized by the
Federation of India.

New Delhi. Amid the tar-
iff dispute, India has put a
halt on buying new
weapons and aircraft
from the US for the time
being. Under the defense
deal, there was a plan to
buy P-8I Poseidon
planes, Striker combat

vehicles, anti-tank mis-
siles. According to offi-
cials, Defense Minister
Rajnath Singh was going
to Washington for this
deal, but his visit has
been canceled. This deal
is said to be worth
31,500 crores. This deci-

sion of the central gov-

ernment is being linked to
the tariff war. Neither the
Indian Defense Ministry
nor the Pentagon has
given any statement on
this issue. However,
some reports are claiming
that no decision has been
taken so far to cancel the

defense deal. 
Modi visited the US in
February. During this
time, Trump and Modi
together announced the
defense deal. 50% tariff
on India so far Trump has
announced to impose
50% tariff on India .

4 new projects approved in Assam-Tripura, 5 decisions of Modi Cabinet
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Sitamarhi: Home
Minister Amit Shah and
Nitish Kumar per-
formed the Bhoomi
Pujan of Mata Janaki
Temple in Sitamarhi on
Friday. During this,
Deputy CM Samrat
Chaudhary was also
present with them.
While addressing the
program, Nitish Kumar
cornered the old gov-
ernment. Amit Shah put
forth his views on SIR
and Operation Sindoor.
He also told that Modi
ji is visiting Bihar.

I am hold-
ing an organization

meeting. NDA govern-
ment is being formed in
Bihar with a clear
majority.' Amit Shah
cornered Lalu-Rahul on
Raqf and said that those
who are not born in
India do not have the
right to vote.
Infiltrators are the vote
bank of these people.
That is why they
(Mahagathbandhan) are
troubled.
Cornered Lalu-
Congress on SIRE
lections are going to be
held in Bihar. Before

my arrival, I have read
the entire newspaper
whether SIR should be
done or not. The public
should tell whether the
infiltrators should be
removed from the voter
list or not. Lalu should
tell whom do you want
to save. They come
from Bangladesh and
take away the jobs of
Bihari youth, Lalu-
Congress wants to save
them. Those who are
not born in India do not
even have the right to
vote.

New Delhi. The govern-
ment formally withdrew
the Income Tax Bill,
2025 from the Lok Sabha
today and in its place a
new Income Tax Bill will
be introduced in
Parliament on Monday.
Official sources said here
that the Income Tax Bill
introduced in Parliament
on February 13 this year
to replace the six-decade-
old Income Tax Act,

1961, was sent to the
Select Committee headed
by Baijayant Panda for
consideration. The Select

Committee has made
many important recom-
mendations regarding
this bill. The government

has decided to introduce
it in the House on
Monday, August 11 in a
revised form, incorporat-

ing most of the recom-
mendations of the Select
Committee in the
bill.According to the
information, the original
bill introduced in the Lok
Sabha on February 13
was aimed at bringing
about radical changes in
the Income Tax Act, 1961
by reducing legal com-
plexities. But, due to sev-
eral amendments after
the review.

New Delhi: Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta
on Friday introduced
the Delhi Goods and
Services Tax
(Amendment) Bill,
2025 in the Delhi
Assembly. She said
that through this bill,
the government has
reiterated its commit-
ment to simplify the
tax system, promote
compliance and pro-
vide concrete relief to
traders and taxpayers
in the National Capital
Region.

Chief Minister intro-

duced the 'Delhi Goods

and Services Tax

(Amendment) Bill, 2025

New Delhi. A parliamentary
committee monitoring the wel-
fare of Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) said that a
change in the income limit of
the creamy layer is the need of
the hour, as a large number of
eligible OBC families are
being deprived of the benefits
of reservation and government
welfare schemes due to the

current limit. In its eighth
report presented in Parliament
on Friday, the committee said
that the limit was last
increased from Rs 6.5 lakh
annually to Rs 8 lakh in the
year 2017. According to the
rules of the Department of
Personnel and Training
(DoPT), this limit should be
reviewed every three years or

earlier if needed. Committee
chairman BJP MP Ganesh
Singh said, the current limit is
very low, due to which only a
small section of OBCs is being
covered. The committee fur-
ther said that in view of infla-
tion and rising income of
lower income groups, increas-
ing the limit has now become
the need of the hour. 

'Change in creamy layer income limit
for OBC is the need of the hour'

Parliament proceed-
ings disrupted after
opposition uproar

Trade diplomacy cannot be at the cost of

policy sovereignty: Jayant Chaudhary 

RBI's MPC meet-
ing between 4 to 6
August, repo rate
likely to remain

unchanged
New Delhi: The three-day
review meeting of the bi-
monthly Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) of the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) is going to be held
between 4-6 August. RBI
Governor Sanjay Malhotra
will announce the deci-
sions taken in the meeting
on 6 August. Economists
have expressed the possi-
bility of the repo rate
remaining unchanged at
5.50 percent in the meet-
ing. Economists believe
that despite the US's
announcement of 25 per-
cent new tariff, the
Reserve Bank will not
make any change in the
policy rates in the August
Monetary Policy
Committee review meet-
ing. 

Trump calls
India a dead

economy
New Delhi: Even after the
announcement of a 25 per-
cent duty and penalty on
Indian imports from
August 1, 2025, President
Donald Trump has not
remained silent, but in the
last 24 hours, he has not
only made very objection-
able comments about the
Indian economy and the
relations between India
and Russia, but has also
indicated playing the
Pakistan card against
India. 

Chitrakoot: In the
religious city of
Chitrakoot, at the
birth anniversary cel-
ebration of Saint
Tulsidas (Tulsi
Jayanti), Uttar
Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that
500 years ago, when
the condition of this
village might have
been suffering from
lack of resources and
difficulties, at such a
time a divine soul was
born and dedicated
himself at the feet of
Lord Shri Ram in
childhood itself. He
said that in that period
when Akbar's empire
was expanding and
there was a competi-
tion to get a place in
the court, Tulsidas ji
dedicated himself as
Rambola not in the
service of any
courtier but only in
the devotion of Lord. 

Tulsidas kept the pub-

lic consciousness

awakened with devo-

tion and power: CM
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Infiltrators are the vote bank
of the grand alliance: Shah

Central government withdraws Income Tax Bill 2025

Rahul Gandhi is trying to create

a false narrative: BJP

India halted the purchase of weapons from USA

EC again rejected Rahul's claims, said it

was just an attempt to create sensation

The Union Cabinet on
Friday approved the
construction of a 46 km
long 4-lane
Marakkanam
-Puducherry highway in
Tamil Nadu. The total
cost of the project has
been fixed at Rs 2,157
crore and it will provide
connectivity facilities in
the region as well as
generate employment on
a large scale.

4-lane Marakkanam-

Puducherry highway

project approved in

Tamil Nadu
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SC asks Rajasthan govt not to
alter Jaipur’s open prison plan
Delhi: The Supreme Court  asked the Rajasthan
government not to alter any further the layout
plan of an open-air prison in Jaipur and outlined
its purpose to bring inmates to society’s main-
stream. A bench
comprising Chief
Justice of India
Bhushan R Gavai
and justice
A u g u s t i n e
George Masih
ensured that the
facilities avail-
able to the
inmates of
S a n g a n e r ’ s
O p e n
C o r r e c t i o n a l
home was not
impacted by the proposed construction of a 300-
bed hospital. The court directed the state to
abide by recommendations of an inspection
report by a court commissioner which proposed
enhancing the area available to the inmates with
better housing and recreational facilities. “The
main purpose is to bring them (inmates) into the
mainstream of society. We direct the state gov-
ernment to file an undertaking that the layout
plan as prepared and approved by …will not be
altered any further,” the bench ordered. Opened
in 1963, the Sanganer open jail or the
Sampuranand Khula Bandi Shivir is the oldest and
largest open camp in India and often considered
the country’s best showcase of reformative jus-
tice.

Delhi: Union minister
and LJP (RV) head
Chirag Paswan visited
the chief minister at his
Patna residence and
expressed his support
for Nitish Kumar by
stating, "There is no
vacancy for the CM's
post in the state, as of
now." Chirag reported
that the gathering cov-
ered a wide range of
topics pertaining to the
state. Following the
announcement of the
election results, Nitish
Kumar will once again
head the National
Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government in
Bihar. In Bihar, the chief
minister is spearhead-
ing the coalition, and I
have faith that he
would follow Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's development
approach, Chirag
added. Arun Bharti, a
member of the LJP (RV)
from Jamui and
Chirag's brother-in-law,
told reporters that dur-
ing their meeting with
the chief minister,

Nitish bestowed a
blessing on his party
president for his future
leadership roles. During
his discussion with
Nitish, Chirag informed
him about the 'Buyer-

seller international
meet' that he was
going to launch in
Patna. Chirag then reaf-
firmed his intention to
be politically engaged.
in Bihar. I am originally

Delhi : To update religious
seminaries' curricula, the Yogi
Adityanath administration in
Uttar Pradesh intends to
revise the Uttar Pradesh
Board of Madrasa Education
Act of 2004. However, this
move is likely to spark contro-
versy due to the fact that
minority institutions in India
are legally allowed to deter-
mine their own curricula. The
proposed changes include
making science and computer
labs mandatory, switching to
the National Council for
Education, Research and
Training (NCERT) curriculum
from grades 1–3 and the State
Council for Educational
Research and Training (SCERT)
from grades 4–8, and making
English and Hindi classes
mandatory from grades 3–10.
Danish Azad Ansari, the minis-

ter of state for minority wel-
fare in Uttar Pradesh, con-
firmed the development, say-
ing that the chief minister had
already discussed the ideas in
a meeting. In his words, "affili-
ation from the Up-madarsa
Board" necessitates meeting
all of these specs. In Class 10,
students have the option to
study English or Hindi, and
most madrasas follow their

own curriculum without sci-
ence or computer laborato-
ries. Maulana Khalid Rasheed
Farangi Mahali, a member of
the AIMPLB and chairman of
the Islamic Centre of India,
spoke out against the govern-
ment's emphasis on
announcements and instead
called for better education in
madrasas.  
image.png

Plans to update madrasa education Act of 2004 by UP government

Delhi: In an effort to
clarify India's stance
on terrorism emanat-
ing from Pakistan, the
government has pro-
posed sending multi-
party parliamentary
delegations to several
nations. The Congress
has said that it will be
a member of these
delegations. Jairam
Ramesh, the commu-
nications in-charge of
the Congress party,
stated that Union min-
ister Kiren Rijiju has
discussed the matter
with the president of
the Congress, however
the government has
not made an official
announcement. On

the other hand,
Ramesh blasted Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi for passing on
crucial matters of
national security with-
out consulting with his
political opponents at
home. In response to
the terror incidents in
Pahalgam and
Operation Sindoor, the
prime minister has
declined to lead two
all-party meetings.

Ramesh stated in a
post that the Prime
Minister has not con-
sented to summon a
special session of
Parliament, as the
Indian National
Congress has been
requesting, in order to
show unity and restate
the resolution that
was passed by
Parliament without a
single vote on
February 22, 1994.

Delhi: For scores of
devotees, the
Supreme Court
approved an Uttar
Pradesh government
plan to develop the
Shri Banke Bihari
Temple corridor in
Mathura. Justices
Bela M Trivedi and
Satish Chandra
Sharma granted the
Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment's request to
use Shri Banke Bihari
shrine funding exclu-
sively to buy 5-acre
land around the
shrine for a holding
area. “We let Uttar
Pradesh implement
the entire scheme.
According to the
Banke Bihari Ji Trust,
the state government
can use the fixed
deposits in the name
of the deity/temple
to acquire the
requested land.
However, the top
court ordered that
the deity/trust own
the site for temple
and corridor devel-
opment. 

It changed the
November 8, 2023
Allahabad High Court
ruling on the Uttar
Pradesh govern-
ment's PIL, which

accepted the state's
ambitious project but
refused to let it use
temple monies. The
bench noted that
since the court was
hearing the Uttar

Pradesh govern-
ment's claim about
Braj temple adminis-
tration and safety, it
was in the public
interest to rule quick-
ly. 

SC approves Mathura Shri Banke

Bihari Temple corridor project

Delhi: Sanjay Jha, work-
ing president of the
Janata Dal (United) in
Delhi, has praised the
government's decision
to incorporate caste-
based enumeration in
the next decadal census,
stating that this is a sig-
nificant step that will aid
in the more effective
design of policies for
marginalized and under-
privileged groups.
Chosen passages from
his interview: A major
victory, without a doubt.
Not only for the JD(U)
but also for the NDA,
since the BJP had joined
forces and acknowl-
edged the necessity of
caste-based enumera-
tion. Our party's leader,
Nitish Kumar, has long

brought up this matter,
even during his time in
the INDIA bloc.
Nevertheless, his
request went unan-
swered at that time. We
in the party believe that
gathering information
regarding the numerical
strength of castes will
allow us to better design
policies and intervene

for the well-being of the
poor and disadvantaged.
It ought to have been
done long ago; this cru-
cial exercise has not
taken place since 1931.
There was zero coercion.
You might recall that in
2022, the state cabinet
in Bihar decided to do a
caste survey with the
support of the BJP.

Delhi: A key member of
the newly formed com-
mittee examining the
impact of artificial intel-
ligence (AI) on India's
copyright law claims
they were added with-
out consultation and has
written to the DPIIT
requesting to be
replaced by an AI expert.

The committee, consti-
tuted by DPIIT under the
ministry of commerce &
industry will study the
legal and policy con-
cerns surrounding AI in
copyright and the
Copyright Act, 1957's
sufficiency. DPIIT will
publish the committee's
working paper with sug-

gestions after this proce-
dure. “I’m not an AI
expert,” remarked the
unnamed dissenter.
Technology advances
quicker than law, thus
law must catch up.
Artificial intelligence (AI)
changes the game, thus
outdated laws can't reg-
ulate it.  

No vacancy for CM post in Bihar,' says

Chirag after meeting Nitish Kumar

Congress supports the Centre's

online anti-terror efforts

Key AI copyright panel member

requests removal before first meeting

JD(U) and NDA win big in 

the caste census

Delhi: Restoring excommuni-
cated Takht Patna Sahib
jathedar Giani Ranjit Singh
Gauhar and summoning the
Takht head granthi and addi-
tional head granthi, among
others, to Akal Takht in
Amritsar was declared by the
'Panj Pyare' (five beloved
Takht Sri Harimandir Patna Sahib in Patna) as "tankhaiya"

(guilty of religious miscon-
duct), according to Yudhvir
Rana at Akal Takht in Amritsar.
Not only is Akal Takht's
jathedar Giani Kuldeep Singh
Gargaj there, but so are the
two others: 
Baba Tek Singh and Takht
Kesgarh Sahib. The 'Panj
Pyare' has also issued a 10-day

notice to SAD president
Sukhbir Badal, accusing him of
interfering with Takht Patna
Sahib's operations. 
They made it known that the
Takht Sri Harimandir Patna
Sahib will not be bound by
decisions made at the Akal
Takht or any other Takht out-
side of Patna.  

The Patna Sahib has proclaimed three Akal Takht jathedars to be dukes

Delhi: The IIT
Kharagpur Teachers'
Association (IITTA)
urged the institute's
board of governors to
expunge show-cause
notices issued to 86
faculty members,
restore their adminis-
trative positions, and
protect the associa-
tion's office bearers
from arbitrary or retal-
iatory actions amid the
faculty-administration
dispute. In September,
the IIT Kharagpur
teachers' association
accused director
Virendra Kumar Tewari

of “nepotism” and
“arbitrary faculty
recruitment” in a letter
to the Union Ministry
of Education, sparking
a confrontation. They
wanted an academical-
ly qualified, inclusive
governance-exper i -
enced successor. When
the administration sent
show-cause notices to
IITTA office bearers and
disciplined them for
not answering within
seven days, tensions
rose. Show cause
notices were sent to 86
academic members
who signed a petition

supporting the IITTA,
worsening the situa-
tion. The IITTA said sev-
eral of the 86 academic
department heads
were replaced. The
administration also said
people who answered
or apologized would
not be punished. After
an unusual general
body meeting  the IITTA
approached the board
of governors.They
worry the administra-
tion may act fast and
deny office bearers a
fair hearing., further
undermining trust.
aThe association asked

the board of governors
to remove show-cause
notices from 86 faculty
members, restore their
administrative posi-
tions, limit press state-
ments that inflame ten-
sion, and protect
office-bearers from
retaliation. Under the
present administration,
over 50 academic
members have left the
institute, primarily
from core disciplines,
due to this untrustwor-
thy climate. The associ-
ation expressed signifi-
cant concern about the
unusual situation i.

IIT Kharagpur teachers petition gov-

ernors. Restore HoD positions
Delhi: The 
Yamuna Expressway
Industrial 
Development 
Authority (Yeida)
approved the layout
design for the project-
ed Film City in Sector
21, allowing filmmak-
er Boney Kapoor-led
Bayview Bhutani Film
City Private Limited to
begin building. On
December 24, 2024,
Bayview Bhutani sub-
mitted the layout plan
for clearance because
work cannot begin
without it. 
Yeida officials
approved the layout
plan following a thor-
ough planning and
high-level committee
assessment. 

Yeida approves

Film City layout

Teachers overburdened,

students didn't attend

classes 18 govt schools

Delhi: class 12 board exam
results were declared earlier
this week, 18 govt schools in
Haryana have come under
scrutiny. No student passed
from any of these schools.
Most of these six are in Nuh,
four in Faridabad, and one
each in Gurgaon, Hisar, Jhajjar,
Karnal, Palwal, Rohtak,
Sonipat and Yamunanagar.
The zero-pass record isn't the
only concern. These schools
are among 100 govt institu-
tions that performed poorly in
the boards, overshadowing
the overall pass percentage of
85.7. In 82 schools across
Haryana's 22 districts, the
pass percentage.

Delhi: The BJP has
accused the Tamil
Nadu government,
led by Chief Minister
MK Stalin, of a Rs
1,000-crore liquor
fraud through the
Tamil Nadu State
Marketing 
Corporation. The rul-
ing Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam DMK
denies the BJP's
assertions that
Enforcement 
Directorate raids

have revealed mas-
sive financial irregu-
larities. The BJP fur-
ther claimed that CM
Stalin is spreading
falsehoods regarding
the three-language
policy and other
national problems to
distract from the
fraud. DMK present-
ed the Tamil Nadu
Budget 2025-26 in
the state Assembly
on the same day as
the claims.

BJP claimed that Stalin is
spreading falsehoods regard-
ing the three-language policy

Delhi: The ruling Mahayuti alliance in
Maharashtra has failed to coordinate on Pakistani
nationals. Deputy Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
told a Buldhana rally that 107 Pakistanis were
missing in Maharashtra. Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis denied the claim, saying no
Pakistani citizen is missing. Shinde told the audi-
ence, “Union Home Minister Amit Shah and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi have instructed
Pakistani nationals to leave our country. 

Politics Heat Up Over 107
'Missing' Pakistanis As DyCM

Shinde, CM Contradict
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The program was inaugurated by the chief guest. MLA of Jakhania, Bedi Ram, and special guest, Municipal Council Chairperson Sarita
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Ghazipur: Under the aegis of the
District Administration and District
Tourism and Culture Council, the
centenary closing ceremony of the
Kakori Train Action was held with
great enthusiasm on Friday at the
Auditorium Hall, Vikas Bhawan,
Ghazipur. The program was inaugu-
rated by the chief guest. MLA of
Jakhania, Bedi Ram, and special
guest, Municipal Council
Chairperson Sarita Agarwal, along
with other dignitaries, by lighting
the ceremonial lamp.At the event,
the chief guest and other dignitaries
were welcomed and felicitated with

floral bouquets, angavastram
(shawl), and mementos. On this
occasion, schoolgirls and selected
artists from the Department of
Culture presented cultural perform-
ances which received high
praise.Before the main program,
students from various schools par-
ticipated in a grand rally, raising
patriotic slogans and expressing
respect towards the brave revolu-
tionaries involved in the Kakori
Train Action. A large number of stu-
dents joined the rally, making it a
great success. After the rally, partic-
ipants gathered at the auditorium for
the concluding ceremony.During the
event, MLA Bedi Ram honored the

families of freedom fighters and
martyrs from the district with
shawls and mementos. Prior to the
main ceremony, a live broadcast of
the  Chief Minister’s program relat-
ed to the Kakori Train Action was

shown through LED screens.The
Information and Public Relations
Department also organized an exhi-
bition on the Kakori Train Action,
showcasing original photographs,
factual information, and details

about the revolutionaries involved.
Students and visitors took keen
interest in the exhibition, where they
were educated about the historical
significance of the event.In his
address, MLA Bedi Ram empha-
sized the supreme sacrifice of the
martyrs involved in the Kakori Train
Action. He stated that the Uttar
Pradesh Government has renamed
the incident from "Kakori
Conspiracy" to "Kakori Train
Action" to honor the revolutionaries
and raise public awareness. The cen-
tenary of this event is being com-
memorated across the state, and
today marks its grand conclusion.He
added that this action was a signifi-

cant effort to raise funds for the
freedom struggle, where young rev-
olutionaries displayed extraordinary
bravery. He urged the youth to draw
inspiration from these heroes and
contribute to building the nation
envisioned by them.Municipal
Chairperson Sarita Agarwal, in her
speech, said that the day is dedicat-
ed to our brave martyrs. She
recounted how, on 9 August 1925,
revolutionaries like Ram Prasad
Bismil, Ashfaqulla Khan, Rajendra
Nath Lahiri, Chandrashekhar Azad,
and Thakur Roshan Singh bravely
reclaimed the money earned from
India that the British government
was taking to England. 

Ayodhya: Under the
leadership of the Yogi
government, the histori-
cal kunds of Ayodhya
are being rejuvenated.
Many of the dilapidated
kunds have already
been transformed in the
spiritual city.
Continuing the momen-
tum of development
work in Ayodhya, the
rejuvenation and beau-
tification of Brihaspati
Kund situated in Tedhi
Bazaar is now being

carried out. This kund
will also attract tourists
from South India; the
Yogi government is
installing statues of the
three great devotional

music composers from
South India. The beauti-
fication work of the
kund is being done to
the tune of Rs 4.49
crore, will be opened

for tourists in the next
45 days. This ambitious
project is being execut-
ed by Uttar Pradesh
Rajkiya Nirman Nigam
and is being closely
monitored by Ayodhya
Sanrakshan Vikas
Samiti.Brihaspati Kund
is one of the 108 ancient
kunds of Ayodhya, that
finds mention in the
Vedas, Puranas, and
Upanishads. This kund
is extremely important
from the religious and

historical point of view,
as it is believed that
during the Treta Yuga,
Lord Ram and his
brothers used to bathe
and perform religious
rituals in these 108
kunds. Neglected for a
long time, the beautifi-
cation and conservation
work of the kunds is a
focus area for the devel-
opment work in
Ayodhya for the Yogi
government. The reno-
vation of Brihaspati

Kund will not only
restore its ancient glory
but will also establish it
as a major attraction for
tourists.Under the proj-
ect, the area around the
kund is being equipped
with modern amenities.
This includes the con-
struction of permanent
ghats, clean water
arrangement, and prop-
er seating for tourists.
Special attention is
being given to greenery
and landscaping.

Three Iconic South Indian Musicians Honoured with Statues in Ayodhya

Lucknow: Uttar 
Pradesh’s Basic
Education Minister
Sandeep Singh lashed
out at Samajwadi Party
(SP) National President
Akhilesh Yadav, alleg-
ing that before 2017,
the state’s education
system was crippled by
appeasement, nepotism,
the copy mafia, and
sheer negligence. In
contrast, he said, the
BJP government has
transformed it with
transparency, invest-
ment, and a forward-
looking approach. 
Displaying a 2015
newspaper clipping,
Singh accused the SP
regime of leaving 3.45
crore children out of
school. “Since the BJP

came, studies have
come alive!” he
declared, adding that
between 2012 and
2017, not a single
model school was built
that the state could take
pride in. He accused the
SP of insulting not only
education but also the
state’s culture.Singh
outlined the BJP gov-
ernment’s education
reforms since 2017.
Operation Kayakalp, an
investment of over
11,500 crore to equip
council schools with 19
basic facilities, includ-
ing drinking water, toi-
lets, blackboards, furni-
ture, electricity, and
improved classrooms.
School Chalo Abhiyan,
reversing the declining
student enrolment
trend, has seen over 27
lakh new students enrol
in council schools this
year alone. CM Model
Composite Schools:
Two per district, with
30 crore each for mod-
ern education.

SP rule kept 3.45 crore

children out of school:

Basic Education Minister

Lucknow: The 
‘ABCD’ battle has
taken center stage in
Uttar Pradesh’s politi-
cal arena, intensifying
after a recent remark by
Samajwadi Party (SP)
chief Akhilesh Yadav.
When Akhilesh used
the ‘ABCD’ analogy to
corner the ruling BJP,
state cabinet minister
Om Prakash Rajbhar
fired back with his ver-
sion, turning the spot-
light on the SP’s past
governance. “If the
Samajwadi Party truly
understood the real
ABCD, it wouldn’t be
out of power today,”
R a j b h a r
quipped.According to
Rajbhar, the ‘ABCD’
followed by the SP dur-

ing its tenure pushed
the state backwards. He
alleged that in the SP
regime, A stands for
Araajakata, B for
Bharshtachar, C for
Chori and D for Dalali,
the true identity, he
claimed, of their gover-
nance. He accused the
party of destabilizing
administration, institu-
tionalizing corruption,
shielding criminals, and
prioritizing favoritism
and brokerage in deci-

sion-making. Rajbhar
further described SP’s
policies as casteist,
nepotistic, and disor-
ganized, extending his
analogy to Y for
Yadavism and Z for
zero change.The minis-
ter particularly focused
on the state of educa-
tion under the SP rule.
He alleged that during
Akhilesh Yadav’s
tenure, government
schools were infamous
not for quality learning,

but for the copying
mafia and recruitment
scams. In five years, not
a single school was
built that could inspire
future generations.
Broken walls, collaps-
ing roofs, filthy toilets,
and falling student
numbers- this was the
true face of education
back then,” Rajbhar
charged.In contrast,
Rajbhar highlighted,
the BJP government has
brought “revolution-
ary” changes to educa-
tion. Under Operation
Kayakalp, ?11,500
crore has been invested
to upgrade facilities in
over 96% of govern-
ment schools. This
year, the ‘School Chalo
Abhiyan’ .

1 Education

Minister Sandeep

countered

Akhilesh’s

remarks

Countered 

Lucknow: Yogi govt’s
eight-year social revo-
lution: Transparent
welfare, expanded ben-
efits, and poverty
reductionOver the past
eight years, the Yogi
government has under-
taken unprecedented
efforts to uplift soci-
ety’s weaker sections.
Before 2017, public
welfare schemes were
riddled with corruption
and often failed to
reach their intended
beneficiaries. Benefits
were distributed based
on caste and religion
rather than need, and
no clear plan existed to
eradicate poverty from
the state. However,
since Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath
assumed office, wel-

fare programs have
been streamlined and
strengthened, positive-
ly transforming mil-
lions of lives. From old
age pensions to mass
marriage assistance
and competitive exam
coaching, the integra-
tion of technology has
dramatically expanded
the reach and effective-
ness of these schemes
.Before 2017, the
monthly pension for
the elderly was fixed at
Rs 300.

Yogi govt empowers
the deprived, illumi-
nates every village

In SP's ABCD, A stands for Araajakata, B

for Bharshtachar, C for Chori and D for

Dalali: Om Prakash Rajbhar

1 The reach and

impact of social

welfare schemes

have multiplied

significantly

Impact 
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Prayagraj. A review
meeting of Irrigation
Bandhu and Catch the
Rain was organized in
Sangam Auditorium
on Friday under the
chairmanship of
District Magistrate
Manish Kumar Verma.
In the meeting, the
District Magistrate
obtained information
about the work place
of the officers of the
Irrigation Department
and directed them to

ensure that farmers do
not face the problem
of shortage of water
for irrigation of crops
and that adequate
water is supplied for
irrigation on time. The
District Magistrate
has directed the
Executive Officer of
the Irrigation
Department to main-

tain the availability of
water to the farmers
on time in view of the
cultivation of paddy
and other crops and
water must reach the
tail end of all the
canals. The District
Magistrate, while
reviewing the irriga-
tion of canals through
tube wells, said that

all the tube wells
which are damaged
and closed should be
repaired and made
functional soon.The
District Magistrate,
while reviewing
'Catch the Rain',
directed to upload
water conservation
activities on the por-
tal.

Review meeting of Irrigation Bandhu

and Catch the Rain concluded under the

chairmanship of District Magistrate
Instructions given to maintain availability of sufficient

quantity of water for irrigation of crops

1 Instructions

given to upload

water conserva-

tion activities on

the portal

Instructions 
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Ghazipur – In a unique
and inspiring celebration
of Raksha Bandhan,
Martin Children
Academy, located in the
Kotwali 
Muhammadabad, Dist
Ghazipur area, observed
the festival in a special
way this Friday. Students
tied rakhis to trees with-
in the school premises,
spreading the message of
environmental conserva-
tion and establishing an
emotional bond with
greenery.The program
began with children
bringing their self-made
traditional rakhis, which
they lovingly tied to var-
ious trees in the school
campus. Through this
symbolic gesture, the
students conveyed that
just as the relationship
between a brother and
sister represents protec-
tion and affection, safe-
guarding trees and plants

is also our moral duty.On
this occasion, the school
principal, Ruchin
Agrawal, planted medic-
inal plants and reiterated
the pledge to protect the
environment. He also
educated the children in
simple terms about the
importance of trees and
the need for maintaining
ecological balance.The
Rakhi-making competi-
tion showcased the cre-
ativity of the students,
with the first, second,
and third prize winners
being awarded to
encourage their efforts.
Vice Principal Rupali,
along with the entire
teaching and non-teach-

ing staff, played an
important role in making
the event a
success.Concluding the
event, school manager
Dwarika Pandey extend-
ed Raksha Bandhan
greetings to all students,
parents, and teachers,
emphasizing that such
activities are essential
for the holistic develop-
ment of children.This
event stood as proof that
if children are taught
love and responsibility
towards nature from a
young age, they can play
a vital role in providing
future generations with a
healthy and safe envi-
ronment.

Through Rakhi, Children

Learn the Bond Between

Relationships and Greenery
Lucknow: Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath is persist-
ently taking essential
steps toward making
the state a one trillion-
dollar economy. As
part of this initiative,
the Yogi government
is running various
schemes to make the
state’s youth self-
reliant and to provide
opportunities for self-
employment. Among
these, the
Mukhyamantri Yuva
Udyami Vikas
Abhiyan has become
the top choice for the
youth of Uttar
Pradesh. This can be
ascertained from the
fact that nearly 2 lakh
applications have
already been received
in just four months of
the current financial
year, while the Yogi
government had set a
target of 1.5 lakh
applications for the
year 2025–26.These
numbers clearly show
that the scheme.

Mukhyamantri Yuva

Udyami Vikas Abhiyan

emerges as state

youth's top choice

Centenary Celebration of Kakori Train Action Concludes 
with Grand Ceremony Dedicated to Freedom Fighters
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Amid the ongoing tensions
between India and Pakistan,
one thing that’s constantly
making the rounds on the
internet is the possibility of a
nuclear war between the two
countries. Nuclear weapons are
the most destructive man-
made thing ever created,
because of the extensive dev-
astation they cause and their
distinctive, persistent, and
genetically damaging radioac-
tive fallout that spreads uncon-
trollably.The atomic bombings
of the Japanese cities of
Hiroshima on August 6, 1945,
and Nagasaki on August 9,

1945, carried out by the United
States, during World War II,
were the first and only use of
atomic weapons in warfare, till
now. As per the estimates, the
bombing had killed an estimat-
ed 140,000 people in
Hiroshima, and 74,000 people
in Nagasaki by the end of
1945A single nuclear weapon
has the potential to destroy a
city and kill most of its people.
Multiple nuclear explosions
over urban areas could lead to
catastrophic consequences.
This scenario could wipe out
tens of millions of
lives.According to reports, A

nuclear explosion’s fireball
comes to its maximum size in
just about 10 seconds, unleash-
ing massive energy in the form
of blast, heat, and radiation.
The shockwave, after the
explosion, travels at hundreds
of kilometres per hour, and has
the potential to cause destruc-
tion beyond imagination. The
blast can claim many lives near
ground zero and inflict injuries,
including lung damage and
internal bleeding, at far dis-
tances.Collapsing structures
and flying debris also harm
people. Near ground zero, ther-
mal radiation’s extreme heat

vaporizes everything, which
leads to severe burns and
sparking massive fires that
merge into devastating
firestorms. The disaster can
also kill people in underground
shelters due to lack of oxygen
or carbon monoxide poison-
ing.Talking about the long-
term, nuclear weapons pro-
duce ionizing radiation. 

This could contaminate the
environment, including rivers
and air, which kills or sickens
those exposed, and has long-
term health consequences,
including cancer and genetic
damage.

In an extraordinary move that has the scope to
reshape the contours of the Indian Constitution,
the President of India has invoked a rarely used
power under Article 143 to refer a legal question
to the Supreme Court.The question? The very
scope and legitimacy of the Supreme Court’s
extraordinary powers under Article 142. At its
heart, this momentous referral has placed two
of the republic’s most powerful constitutional
authorities—the President and the Supreme
Court—on a potential collision course.The refer-
ence from the Rashtrapati Bhawan para-
dropped close to a month after the Supreme
Court ruled that the President must decide on
bills referred by Governors within three
months.This landmark decision came after the
court overturned the Tamil Nadu Governor’s
decision to withhold approval for pending bills.
The court ruled that Governors cannot indefi-
nitely delay assent to Bills passed by the state
legislature. Such inaction amounts to a ‘pocket
veto’, a concept alien to the Indian constitution-
al system.Bills can be reserved for the President
only in specific circumstances (e.g., when
required by Articles like 254(2), 31A, etc.). It can-
not be used as a tool to block legislation falling
within the State’s domain," the bench, compris-
ing Justices JB Pardiwala and R Mahadevan, had
said in the verdict dated April 8, 2025.President
Droupadi Murmu’s reference in a way challenges
the alleged judicial activism of the apex court,
particularly questioning the reach and limits of
its power to “do complete justice".Article 142
has often been described as a judicial wild
card—a provision invoked to bridge legal gaps,
deliver equitable outcomes, and, at times, side-
step the legislature.The invocation of the adviso-
ry jurisdiction by the President of India appears
to seek clarity on the scope and extent of the
extraordinary jurisdiction of the apex
court.However, the said reference, if looked at
from a wider lens, appears to be much more
than unusual since an extraordinary constitu-
tional power is being used to challenge another
i.e. Article 143, which empowers the President
to seek the advisory opinion of the Supreme
Court on questions of public importance, but is a
rarely used tool.When Was This Extraordinary
Measure Last Used By A President?The last time
this jurisdiction was invoked was in 2016, when
then-President Pranab Mukherjee sought the
court’s opinion on whether the government
could bypass the Rajya Sabha to enact the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) by treating it as a Money
Bill.On April 12, 2012, the then President
Pratibha M Patil used it in connection with the
2G spectrum allocation, asking eight questions.
These included judicial interference in policy
matters and whether auction as the only
method that can be used to allocate natural
resources.President Murmu’s current reference
invoking the advisory jurisdiction is more than
just a legal query—it is a moment of reckoning
for the basic structure doctrine itself.Speaking to
News18, senior advocate Siddharth Luthra said,
“This reference to my mind is to determine what
is the way going forward, to what extent the
Supreme Court will direct Governors and
Presidents to act, to what extent will they deter-
mine and sit over jurisdictions of Governors and
Presidents."
Senior advocate Sanjay Hedge, meanwhile, said,
“Reference is not a review. Presidential refer-
ence is a question to court in its advisory juris-
diction. Supreme Court had clarified its advisory
jurisdiction is recommendatory and not bind-
ing."Judgment of court is a verdict of court, it
can be overcome only through process known to
law which is an adjudicatory process. This is an
opinion; it cannot directly override a judg-
ment," he added.The apex court,
for the longest time, has assert-
ed that certain foundational
principles—like judicial inde-
pendence, federalism.

The Pakistan government
has cemented its relation-
ship with the powerful army
chief, General Asim Munir, by
rewarding him with the title
of Field Marshal. While it’s
not clear whether the idea
originated with the army or
the government, Munir’s
elevation to a five-star rank
signals the Shehbaz Sharif
government’s allegiance to
the commander of the
largest service branch, an act
that will have far-reaching
political and institutional
implications.Notwithstandin
g the general sense of jubila-
tion in the country over the
popular perception of a tacti-
cal victory against India, this
particular decision came as a
shock and may not serve
Asim Munir’s interests in the
long run. Many people who
were previously silent after
the end of the conflict, or
who had been generally
happy with the Pakistan Air
Force’s achievement, sud-
denly took to their key-
boards to mock the deci-
sion.Some pointed out how
Munir has been steadily
accumulating prefixes, while
others drew comparisons to
Ugandan dictator and army
chief Idi Amin or joked about
whether the title of Quaid-e-
Azam would be next. There is
a growing sense among
many that the government
should have stopped at cele-
brating the military achieve-
ment, rather than indulging
in this kind of overdrive.As
some observers I spoke to
suggested, the decision may
reflect the political cunning
of the government, which
could be attempting to shift
negative focus back onto the
powerful army chief—previ-
ously hailed as a hero.
Others said the initiative was
entirely the government’s

way of signalling to Munir
that, since the Pakistan
Muslim League–Nawaz
(PMLN) could go so far as to
make him Field Marshal, he
should remain invested in
this partnership and not con-
sider rapprochement with
Imran Khan or his
party.Indisputably, the gov-
ernment prioritised short-
term political gains over
long-term institutional con-
sequences. With his promo-
tion to five-star general,
Munir is now the most senior
commander in the country—
disrupting the institutional
balance within the armed
forces. Ironically, he now
outranks the Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee
(CJCSC), a four-star general
who heads the body created
in the 1970s to ensure parity
among the three services
and coordinate joint plan-
ning.A five-star army chief
attending CJCSC meetings
renders the proceedings
practically ceremonial. This

institutional imbalance
echoes a similar issue from
the Zia-ul-Haq era when,
after declaring martial law
and becoming president in
1977, Zia could no longer
participate in CJCSC meet-
ings. As a result, the Vice
Chief of Army Staff (VCOAS)
attended instead, undermin-
ing the intended balance
among the services. This not
only weakened joint plan-
ning but also sidelined the
question of political control
over the largest service.
Munir’s elevation is likely to
create similar complications.
As some of my sources sug-
gested, he may try to resolve
the issue by appointing a
four-star VCOAS—a move
believed to be aimed at
calming nerves within the
army, where many are now
uncertain about their
futures. But history suggests
that a four-star general in the
army often ends up being
the army chief’s undoing.It
would be a mistake to dis-

miss this decision as a mere
political stunt, given its insti-
tutional implications.
Crucially, the promotion is
unlikely to make Munir more
powerful than he already is.
He and the institution he
leads are already immensely
powerful. No political party
worth its salt today has even
a notional interest in holding
him or the military account-
able. The last institution with
any capacity to do so—the
higher judiciary—backed off
at the start of the conflict,
when the Supreme Court
conceded to the use of mili-
tary courts to try civilians for
treason.Furthermore, Munir
has already outlined his
vision for the state: a “hard
state” , hellbent on crushing
dissent, refusing dialogue
with those that appear bel-
ligerent, and upholding the
national ideology through
military means. One is also
reminded of his earlier
promises to transform
Pakistan into a trillion-dollar

economy—a goal far more
ambitious than convincing
people to sacrifice for sus-
taining the military, especial-
ly in the wake of recent con-
flict.The civilian govern-
ment’s eagerness to appease
the general also suggests
that no one will raise ques-
tions this November when
his current three-year term
ends, and it comes time to
legally extend it by another
two years—taking him to
November 2027. After that,
another five-year extension
seems likely. This is when the
road may get bumpy for him.
Even the two-year extension
is already a problem: many
three-star generals, who
serve four-year terms, will
now retire without a chance
at promotion.Sadly, Pakistan
has not seriously considered
the implications of these
extensions. Another five-
year term after 2027 could
open up a Pandora’s box, as
it has for previous generals
during their second extend-
ed tenures. This is when all
powerful generals tend to
make mistakes, including
caving in to international
pressures, resulting in a push
from within the
institution.So far, no general
has survived an extended
term or managed to end
their second term nicely—
from Zia-ul-Haq and Pervez
Musharraf to Ashfaq Parvez
Kayani and Qamar Javed
Bajwa,the ending for all of
them was not as rosy as their
beginning. Munir will strug-
gle to maintain a balance
within his own service, a task
fraught with pitfalls. As many
within army circles recall,
even Musharraf had to nego-
tiate hard with his corps
commanders to get decisions
accepted during his extend-
ed term.

When the Pahalgam
attack took place on
April 22 this year, with
loss of innocent lives
and the disgraceful reli-
gious and gender pro-
filing, it was obvious
that India's limit of tol-
erance had been
crossed not by a few
but by manifold notch-
es. Although the gov-
ernment of India con-
vened the Cabinet
Committee for Security
(CCS) immediately in
the aftermath of the
attack, the decisions of
the CCS harped on
polit ico-diplomatic-
economic options to
punish Pakistan.To
strategic minds, it was
obvious that it was a
window of opportunity
created for the armed
forces to plan, acquire
necessary intelligence
and establish full readi-
ness for both the
launch of the designed
offensive and the nec-
essary guarding of
flanks and depth to
absorb any retaliation.
Militaries usually work
on surprise, but that
may not be the most
efficient way of execut-
ing an operation in
which retribution is a
major factor. In other
words, failure or even
non-attainment of the
full aim cannot be an
option. The delivery of
the mission was a
national compulsion,
for, on it rested the
image and the future
status of India as a
responsible nation that

could defend itself.
Operation Sindoor, a
very appropriate name
of the operation, of
which much has been
written in the media,
was designed to show-
case India's capability
for escalation domi-
nance without a full-
scale war. It was also
conceived to impose
material costs on
Pakistan's hybrid war
apparatus. With its
emerging global strate-
gic importance, India
also ensured pre-emp-
tive global diplomatic
outreach to shape the
post-strike narrative as
a legitimate act of self-
defence. In the opera-
tional-strategic
domain, the shift from

‘surgical strikes' and
single objective mis-
sions, to strategic,
punitive missile diplo-
macy has been a
marked change in the
strategy that India has
followed.It's important
to break down the
components of the
entire operation and
look at these from
angles that have hither-
to not been considered
strategically significant.
The codename is one
of them. The choice of
the name, ‘Operation
Sindoor', is a lesson in
strategic communica-
tion and is reputed to
have the Prime
Minister's personal
stamp. ‘Sindoor' (ver-
milion) symbolises a
sacred mark on the
forehead in Indian cul-

ture, often associated
with martyrdom (evok-
ing the blood of fallen
soldiers), resolve, and
sanctity (especially,
feminine strength in
mythology). It is also a
symbol conveying the
betrothal of a woman
to her husband. Thus,
it's a sacred red line -
which, once crossed,
invites decisive retalia-
tion. The psychological
messaging from the
codename was the
reflection of India's
restrained but resolute
posture. on the choice
of the nine targets and
the means of hitting
them, it's also good to
understand why
women officers of the
Indian and the Indian
Air Force (IAF).
. were nominated to sit
on the Foreign
Secretary's panel and
explain the operation
in detail. The era of
strategic optics is now
decidedly upon us.
Most of India makes up
its mind by watching
visuals and staring at
their mobile screens.
The optics of the brief-
ing focused on India's
modern, inclusive, and
capable armed forces.
It countered stereo-
types about patriarchal
militaries. There was a
symbolic projection of
‘Nari Shakti' (women
power) in national
security roles to also
link it with the tragedy
that befell the unfortu-
nate women who lost
their husbands.

Calculated Pressure' Should Be India's

Mantra As Pak Chooses Escalation
India's Operation Sindoor is haunt-
ing both Pakistan and China, the for-
mer due to the non-explanation for
sponsoring cross-border terrorism
and the massive physical loss of mil-
itary assets and face, and the latter
due to the utter failure of its military
equipment sold to Pakistan and the
diplomatic fallout of supporting an
“ironclad” friend.Diplomatically,
after the Pahalgam terror attacks,
China expressed its concern and
called for restraint on India's part,
while reiterating support for
Pakistan both regionally and in the
United Nations' #1267 al-Qaeda
sanctions committee. China's
Foreign Minister, Wang Yi, discussed
issues with his Pakistan counterpart,
Ishaq Dar, and India's National
Security Advisor, Ajit Doval, without
any concrete proposals in hand.
Ironically, Chinese bloggers criticised
India for 'escalation' and called its
actions ‘destabilising' even as they
cheered Pakistan's drone strikes on
Indian borders. Many even said

Pakistan was not involved in cross-
border terrorism attacks in India,
despite substantial evidence in this
regard. Beijing offered mediation
between the two warring South
Asian countries but was at a loss
when Pakistan preferred to
approach the United States for a
ceasefire.China's efforts to white-
wash Pakistan-based terrorists and
its diplomatic support to Islamabad
have dented the image of China as a
responsible country. Its myopic
vision to back its “all-weather”
friend at all costs is expected to cost
it its long-term strategic objec-
tives.However, it was in the military
showdown that China's image took a
dent. Most of its military equipment
- estimated to have cost Pakistan
more than $20 billion - underper-
formed, missed their targets, mal-
functioned, destroyed, or fell like
duds in the war theatre.For instance,
China sold to Pakistan its “vigorous
dragon” J-10 C fighter aircraft at $40
million a unit.

Can China's Arms Market Recover From

India-Pak War Embarrassment?

Constitutional Crossfire:

President’s Reference Puts

Judiciary In The Dock

What If Nuclear War Breaks Out? Here Are The 

7 Devastating Consequences

No Pak general has survived an extended term
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Jal Board receives Rs 1,400
crore from Delhi govt. for
summer action plan and

important projects  
Delhi: Officials announced that the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) has been granted Rs 1,400 crore by
the Delhi gov-
ernment to
accelerate]
ongoing proj-
ects and put its
Summer Action
Plan into action.
The Summer
Action Plan,
which includes
initiatives like installing water ATMs and GPS
monitoring of water trucks to guarantee efficient
water distribution during the busy summer
months, has been allocated 500 crore rupees out
of the entire budget. Water shortages may be
avoided and supplies can run smoothly through-
out the summer if the funds are released on
schedule, according to an official. To handle long-
term water management needs, the remaining
amount will be used to extend the city's sewer
network and create new sewage treatment
plants. The aforementioned sums, along with
those that were unable to be distributed in
March of this year, were allegedly allotted as part
of the annual budget. A thorough Rs 9,000-crore
strategy concentrating on cleanliness, increasing
access to potable water, and modernizing the
water distribution system was earlier unveiled by
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta in an effort to fortify
Delhi’s water infrastructure. 

Delhi:   
According to sources,
the Tihar administra-
tion has written to the
Delhi government to
request the identifica-
tion and allocation of
400 acres of land for a
new complex in
response to chief min-
ister Rekha Gupta's
budget announce-
ment. It is anticipated
that the new jail will
be able to accommo-
date 8,000 prisoners. A
few days ago, the Delhi
D e v e l o p m e n t
Authority (DDA) and
the Delhi govern-
ment's department of
land and construction
received an official
communication in this
respect. The Tihar
administration report-
edly emphasized in
their letter the urgent
need for land to build
new prisons that could
house 5,000–8,000
prisoners. Since exist-
ing prison facilities are
already functioning
much above capacity,

this action is consid-
ered necessary to
relieve the extreme
strain on them. The
letter also emphasized
how improbable it is
that the initiative to
build a high-security
prison at Narela will
address the over-
crowding problem
because the facility's
approved capacity of
256 is far too little to
accommodate the
increasing needs of the
inmate population.
Given that Tihar is one
of the biggest prisons
in the nation, the new
facility is viewed as a
vital remedy.

Delhi: Delhi govt effected a
major  bureaucratic reshuffle
in the capital  evening, trans-
ferring or giving additional
charge to 42 IAS and DANICS
officers. The reshuffle was
prompted by the Union home
ministry's order earlier in the
day in which it moved 12 Delhi
bureaucrats of UT cadre to
other states and transferred
the equal number of officers
to the capital. Following the
order of LG VK Saxena, the
services department of Delhi
govt issued an order giving
additional charge of environ-
ment and forest department
of additional chief secretary
(industries) Bipul Pathak, a
1992-batch IAS officer and the
senior most bureaucrat in the

city. Pathak replaced Anil
Kumar Singh, who was moved
to Jammu and Kashmir by
MHA. Prashant Goyal was
transferred to the urban
development department as
additional chief secretary
from the transport depart-
ment while Navin Kumar
Chaudhary, the additional

chief secretary of irrigation
and flood control department,
was given the additional
charge of public works depart-
ment.A Anbarasu was moved
from PWD to the services
department, while he will
remain the principal secretary
of home department.

Delhi govt reshuffles 42 IAS and DANICS 

officers shifted or given extra charge
Delhi: The Delhi
Assembly premises will
soon be graced with
the paintings of
Maharshi Dayanand
Saraswati, founder of
the Arya Samaj, inde-
pendence hero Veer
Savarkar, and educa-
tional reformer Pandit
Madan Mohan
Malaviya. This matter
was resolved by the
assembly's general pur-
pose committee during
a meeting presided
over by Speaker
Vijender Gupta.
"Recognising their
enduring contributions
to India's freedom
struggle, social reform
and educational renais-

sance, the committee
resolved to install their
statues...This decision
reflects the assembly's
commitment to pre-
serving and celebrating
the legacy of these
visionary leaders who
played roles in shaping
the nation's moral, cul-
tural, and intellectual
foundations," accord-
ing to the assembly.
According to BJP MLA

Abhay Verma, who put
forward the idea, these
notable people were
instrumental in the
national movement,
social change, and edu-
cational advancement
of India. According to
opposition leader
Atishi, AAP MLAs had
also wanted to put
Savitribai Phule's pho-
tograph up, but the BJP
had stopped them.  

Delhi: An anti-
encroachment sweep
at the Sarojini Nagar
market saw the
Municipal Council
(NDMC) remove shop
extensions, awnings,
signage, and perma-
nent constructions
from the places.
Traders complained
that the drive harmed
150 shops due to a
lack of notification.
Ashok Randhawa,
head of the Sarojini
Nagar Mini Market
vendors' association,
said civic body bull-
dozers and enforce-
ment teams arrived at
the market at 11pm
after traders departed.
They demolished
awnings, signage, and
shop facades for
around 150 shops
between 11.30pm and
1am. Without our
intervention, the dam-
age could have been
greater. All Delhi mar-
kets have awnings to
shield against sun and
rain, Randhawa said.
NDMC stated, “We are
consistently conduct-
ing anti-encroachment
drives to maintain
encroachment-free
urban spaces and
ensure unhindered

access to markets,
footpaths, and public
areas for visitors.
NDMC launched a
night-time anti-
encroachment opera-

tion as part of its
enhanced anti-
enforcement push to
recover public areas
and improve urban
accessibility.  

Demolition drive at Sarojini

Nagar market angers vendors
Delhi : 
According to an official
statement, the
Employees' Provident
Fund Organisation
(EPFO), which oversees
the retirement savings
of salaried employees,
recorded a net addition
of 1.46 million sub-
scribers in March.
Slightly more than half
of these subscribers
enrolled for the first
time. 754,000 new
members joined EPFO in
March. Net subscriber
additions grew by 1.15
percent from March
2024 to the current
month, according to pre-
liminary data. This is due
to more job opportuni-
ties and a greater under-
standing of employee

benefits, both of which
have been bolstered by
EPFO's outreach initia-
tives. March saw a
sequential increase of
2.03% and an annual
increase of 0.98% in new
subscribers. Female
employees and young
workers' participation
rose, according to the
report. A total of
445,000 new members
were added in March,
with 58.94% of those

users falling into the
18–25 age bracket. The
additions of this age
group increased by
4.21% on a monthly
basis and by 4.73% on an
annual basis. 

After taking out-
going employees into
consideration, the net
payroll addition for this
category was 668,000,
representing a rise of
6.49% on an annualized
basis.  

Delhi: The glass shield
encircling Delhi has been
lowered, as stated by
Speaker Vijender Gupta,
enabling the media to
cover the proceedings
unimpeded. The deci-
sion was hailed by Gupta
as a "significant step"
towards "greater demo-
cratic accountability"

and the restoration of
the assembly as an open
and people-focused
institution during a press
conference. He declared,
"This step reaffirms the
Delhi legislative assem-
bly’s commitment to
empowering the media
and making democratic
processes more visible

to the public," stressing
the importance of open-
ness in the assembly’s
activities. To deter peo-
ple from throwing
objects from the first-
floor gallery into the
hall, the glass panels
were put in 2022 by
then-Speaker.
Ram Niwas Goel under

Tihar, which is overflowing,
wants to build a new facility

Support for Savarkar and other fig-

ures' portraits in the Assembly

Assembly in Delhi lifts the gallery glass shield

to promote openness and media freedom

Women and young people are the

main drivers of EPFO's 1.46 million

Delhi: Chief minister
Rekha Gupta  assured
protesting Mohalla
Clinic staff that they will
be absorbed into the
upcoming Ayushman
Arogya Mandirs, even as
the government begins
phasing out clinics in
areas where the new
centres are being estab-
lished. Her assurance
came after scores of
doctors, paramedics,
and other clinic workers
gathered outside her
office demanding clarity
on their future and
protesting delays in
salary disbursal. The
protest, held during the
CM’s Janata Darbar, was

triggered by the govern-
ment’s recent decision
to withdraw Mohalla
Clinics that overlap with
the Ayushman Arogya
Mandirs. “We will
engage you on a priority
basis in the new system
that the government is
creating,” Gupta told
the staff, adding that
preference will be given

to existing personnel
once the transition
begins. Delhi govern-
ment intends to wind
down existing Mohalla
Clinics in areas where
Ayushman Arogya
Mandirs are coming up,
since both facilities pro-
vide primary health-
care. According to min-
utes from a meeting on

the operationalisation
of Urban Ayushman
Arogya Mandirs,
Mohalla Clinic doctors

and staff may be
allowed to continue
only for a year.
—or until new person-

Delhi: The MCD has
identified Bulk Waste
Generators (BWGs),
which include large
establishments like
hospitals, hotels, and
commercial buildings,
as crucial in managing
wet waste. A signifi-
cant portion of
Delhi's solid waste is
wet waste, which, if
properly managed
through composting,
can reduce the vol-
ume of landfill waste.
The MCD has a

responsibility to
ensure the proper
disposal of solid
waste, including wet
waste. The city gener-
ates a substantial
amount of solid
waste daily (around
11,000 tonnes), but
only a portion of it is
processed.  The
Supreme Court has
criticized the MCD for
its failure to imple-
ment the Solid Waste
Management Rules,
2016.

ONLY 45% OF CAPITAL BWG

COMPOST WET WASTE

Delhi CM Rekha Gupta promises jobs for

Mohalla Clinic staff in Arogya Mandirs

Delhi: Reclaim student poli-
tics" is the goal of the
Association of Students for
Alternative Politics (ASAP), the
student arm of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), according
to Delhi. A movement that
"rejects muscle power and
bias, and backs merit" has
been launched by Arvind

Kejriwal, the national conven-
er of the AAP, and is appealing
to students all around the
nation to become involved.
Advertisement Forget Ads
Right now In the upcoming
DUSU elections, ASAP will run
a strong campaign, continuing
its objective of spreading
Kejriwal's vision of alternative

politics to other universities.
The student wing's mem-
bers—Yash Phogat, Deepak
Bansal, and Yuvraj Tanwar—
discussed their plans for the
future. 
The influence that Kejriwal
has on Delhi's politics is being
acknowledged on a global
scale. 

Campaign to Reclaim Campus Space Launched by AAP Student Wing

The BJP government,
led by Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, presented
its maiden budget on
Tuesday, March 25.
Gupta presented 1 lakh
crore budget for 2025-
26, a 31.56% increase
from last year. In the
budget for the financial
year 2025-26, the gov-
ernment has allocated
12,952 crore to improve
Delhi's public transport
system.It has allocated
1,000 crore to improve
the connectivity of Delhi
with the NCR region.

Delhi: Around 130 traders returned to their place of

work to start from scratch, unpacking goods and set-

ting up their shops as the iconic Dilli Haat in INA

reopened. Two weeks after a major fire destroyed at

least 30 stalls and damaged stock worth lakhs. Though

their number was lower than usual, visitors and

tourists too flocked to the huge market complex, a

part of which was still under renovation due to the

blaze. Process is also underway to upgrade electrical

connections at the market for safety purposes. But

while traders said they are relieved that work has

resumed, there are still apprehensions about the safe-

ty measures introduced.

2 weeks since blaze, Dilli 

Haat reopens

Govt allocates 12,952

crore for public

transport system

Delhi:  In order to raise more
money for their mainte-
nance, the Delhi government
has chosen to allow advertis-
ing on approximately 120
pedestrian bridges, accord-
ing to In order to better
maintain the foot over-
bridges, PWD minister
Parvesh Verma said that he
instructed the department's
engineers to develop a thor-
ough proposal. A lot of these
bridges need to have their
escalators and lifts fixed
because they're in bad
shape. 

Advertising on FOBS

should be authorized

by the government
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Meta releases standalone
AI app to challenge

ChatGPT
Delhi: competing with ChatGPT creator OpenAI

with a standalone AI app. Meta said  that its

new AI assistant will use Llama AI. The Discover

stream shows how others are using the tool

and provides prompts. The AI arms race pits

Meta's new software against ChatGPT and

other AI plat-

forms. Claude,

Grok, and

Gemini from

Anthropic, xAI,

and Google are

also leading

contenders. In

S e p t e m b e r

2023, Meta debuted an AI chatbot as a genera-

tive AI-powered digital assistant that can

respond to user questions and produce graph-

ics in its apps. Meta AI became prominent in

April when it replaced Facebook, Instagram,

WhatsApp, and Messenger's search feature

with a chatbot. Zuckerberg claimed in January

that 2025 “is going to be the year when a high-

ly intelligent and personalized AI assistant

reaches more than 1 billion people, and I

expect Meta AI to be that leading AI assistant.”

Meta finance head Susan Li said Meta AI has

700 million monthly active users in January. It

rose from 600 million in December. Meta

launched a standalone AI app after Google and

Elon Musk's xAI. Both firms released Gemini

and Grok applications recently.   

Delhi : Brokers can now invest

their own cash in enterprises

beyond their jurisdiction after

the government changed the

Securities Contracts

(Regulation) Rule. They can't

invest clients' money in those

businesses. They cannot bor-

row to invest in other firms

either. Brokers indicated

they'll await Sebi's rules.

Brokers couldn't float sub-

sidiaries before now. Top

broking house officials stated

the new rules allow that.

"Given the growth in the scale

and interconnectedness of the

financial sector and the evolu-

tion of the nature of business

of brokers with time, the DEA

(Dept of Economic Affairs) felt

it necessary to review the

appropriateness of safeguards

embedded in the rules so that

the intent of the rules is

served without constraining

activities of the stakeholders,"

the government said in a

release Broking house execu-

tives believe this SCRR modifi-

cation is a major regulatory

change. Leading broker

Motilal Oswal said stock bro-

kers could only invest in secu-

rities and commodity deriva-

tives until now. "This amend-

ment allows stock brokers to

invest in any firm without

using client funds or securities

or creating financial obliga-

tion.  

Brokers can now invest in new business

Delhi: 
Prudential and HCL
Group promoters
announced a separate
health insurance joint
venture. Prudential
Group Holdings,
Prudential's UK affili-
ate, would own 70% of
the joint venture, while
HCL Group promoter
Vama Sundari
Investments will own
30%. HCL founder Shiv
Nadar gave his daugh-
ter Roshni Nadar
Malhotra large shares
in Vama Sundari
Investments, giving her
power. 
Prudential had its first
branch in Kolkata in

1923, making India a
critical market, accord-
ing to CEO Anil
Wadhwani. "Today, we
have a significant pres-
ence with life insurance
and asset management
businesses providing a
comprehensive offer-
ing of insurance and
wealth products,"
Wadhwani. ICICI Bank
has partnered with
Prudential, a FTSE 100

company, for over two
decades in life insur-
ance and asset man-
agement. The
Prudential cooperation
intends to provide
quality health insur-
ance in India, according
to Vama executive
director Shikhar
Malhotra. "Through
this collaboration, we
aim to advance our
common mission to
enhance access to
quality health insur-
ance and drive greater
penetration across the
country," stated. If
approved by regula-
tors, Amar Joshi will
lead the joint venture. 

Delhi : Eternal Ltd.
(previously Zomato)
announced a 77%
drop in overall net
profit to Rs 39 crore
in Q4 FY25 from Rs
175 crore the year
before. Zomato,
which owns Blinkit,
lost 33% of its quar-
terly net profit to Rs
59 crore in October-
December. Overall
expenditures rose
67% to Rs 6,104 crore
from Rs 3,636 crore.
QoQ, costs rose over
10%. Food delivery
company consolidat-
ed income from oper-
ations rose 64% to Rs
5,833 crore from Rs
3,562 crore in the
January-March quar-
ter of the previous
financial year.
Zomato earned Rs
6,201 crore in the
quarter, up from Rs
3,797 the year
before. Its expenses
rose from Rs 3,636
crore to Rs 6,104
crore. Zomato shares
finished at Rs 232.5
on the BSE, up 0.58
percent. According to
its stock exchange fil-
ing, Blinkit opened
294 net new stores in
Q4 and is on track to
reach 2,000 by

December 25.
Deepinder Goyal,
Founder and CEO,
Eternal, said, “We
don't see any long-
term structural rea-
son for this slow-
down, as the funda-
mentals – low pene-
tration of restaurant
food and increasing
urbanisation and per
capita income in India
– remain unchanged.”
The company has sev-
eral promising initia-
tives in the pipeline
and hopes some will
work and lead to
higher growth with-
out compromising
profitability. The
company began
reporting NOV and
GOV for its B2C activ-
ities (food delivery,
rapid commerce, and
going-out) in Q4
FY25.

Zomato's Q4 net profit falls 

77% to Rs 39 crore

Delhi : Airtel and

Vodafone Idea were

denied a waiver of

interest and penalty

on their outstanding

adjusted gross rev-

enue (AGR) debts,

totaling Rs 80,000

crore, by the Supreme

Court. The order

would have an effect

on Tata Teleservices as

well. After the initial

SC order in 2019,

which aimed to recov-

er industrial dues, the

outstanding AGR is

now little less than 1.5

lakh crore. 

Since it entered the

telecom market in

2016 with only a

minor exposure to

past dues and adjust-

ments, Reliance Jio

was the only company

that walked out rela-

tively unscathed. 

The businesses'

request for a post-

ponement was denied

by a panel of Justices

JB Pardiwala and R

Mahadevan, who

deemed the compa-

nies' petitions "shock-

ing and misconceived"

and rejected them.

Multinational corpora-

tions' filing procedures

for petitions seeking

remedies for enforce-

ment of rights under

Article 32 were also

examined by the

court.  

Delhi: The WGC predicts
700-800 tons of gold
demand from India in
2025. Since 2025, gold
prices have increased
25%, approaching the
psychological threshold
of ?1,000,000 per 10 gm,
impacting consumer
purchasing behaviors.
Price increases have hurt

affordability. However,
gold's cultural signifi-
cance, especially ahead
of Akshaya Tritiya and
the wedding season,
supports buying senti-
ment "WGC India CEO
Sachin Jain stated in its
quarterly report. Experts
say the gold market is
buzzing on Akshaya

Tritiya, a culturally sig-
nificant day in India that
generally boosts gold
buying. Record costs
have driven shoppers
toward smaller, lighter
pieces, with some delay-
ing purchases awaiting
price drops. Wedding
demand remained con-
sistent .

Automakers from other coun-

tries are searching for ways to

cut electric vehicle tariffs

Promoters of Prudential, HCL

to form health insurer

High prices reduce India's January-March

gold demand by 15% to 118.1 tonnes

Supreme Court rejects Airtel and

Vodafone's requests to waive AGR fees

Delhi : According to two travel
agencies , Indian tourists are
canceling vacations to Turkey
and Azerbaijan after the two
countries supported Pakistan
in a recent armed war with
New Delhi. India is consider-
ing boycotting Turkey and
Azerbaijan after both publicly

supported Pakistan amid
mounting tensions after
Operation Sindoor and the
April 22 Pahalgam terror
assault. Turkey supported
Pakistan's call for an interna-
tional probe into the
Pahalgam incident, while
Azerbaijan repeated

Pakistan's position. Turkish
weapons have also been given
to Pakistan. "Bookings for
Azerbaijan and Turkey
decreasing by 60% (over the
last week) while cancellations
have surged by 250%," a
MakeMyTrip spokeswoman
told  

Delhi  : In response to a
contentious policy
found inside the Uber
app, the Central
Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) has
given the company a
notice. The app
allegedly encouraged
users to tip drivers in
advance to potentially
gain quicker pick-up
services, according to
Union Consumer Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi.
According to Joshi, this
method is exploitative
and unethical. Feel free
to become one of our
three million satisfied
clients. Free brokerage

For first 30 days"
Publicly voicing his dis-
approval, the Minister
said that gratuities
should be an after-serv-
ice, optional gift of
appreciation rather
than a prerequisite for
better service. Uber is
being asked to provide
an official explanation
by the CCPA about this
behavior. Users alleged-

ly see a suggestion to
tip ?50, *75 or 100
when they book a ride
on Uber. The app's
messaging implies that
tipping drivers ahead of
time would improve
the likelihood of faster
acceptance. "Tip for
faster pickup" is the
message that appears
in the alert. If you pro-
vide a gratuity, the driv-

er could be more
inclined to accept the
journey. 

It elaborates by
saying that the tip is
final once chosen and
belongs solely to the

driver. The present
scrutiny is a result of
this prompt, which
seems to position the
tip as a way to influ-
ence service speed
rather than a reward.  

The 'Faster Service' Advance Tip Feature of

Uber is Baffled by CCPA Notice

Delhi: In March
2024, India offered
to let international
automakers import a
certain number of
electric cars with low
duties in exchange
for a commitment to
invest a certain
amount in the coun-
try. Meanwhile,
three industry offi-
cials have stated that
manufacturers are
now focusing on
anticipated tariff
reductions in free
trade agreements
(FTAs) that are cur-
rently being dis-
cussed, as the
scheme's criteria
have not been final-
ized by the Centre.
Following CEO Elon
Musk's public criti-
cism of India's high
import levies on
autos, the country's

plan to promote
manufacturing of
electric passenger
cars in India (SPMEP-
CI), also known as
the "Tesla Policy,"
was viewed as an
effort by New Delhi
to entice the
American automaker.
The plan called for
authorized automak-
ers to be able to
import 8,000 EVs per
year for a 15% tariff,
as opposed to the
typical 70-110% tariff

on fully assembled
cars, also known as
CBUs. Minimum
investments of
?4,150 crore were
required to qualify
for the incentive.
People and compa-
nies said to be inter-
ested in the project
include Tesla, Vinfast
of Vietnam, Toyota
Kirloskar, Hyundai
Motor Ltd.,
Volkswagen Group,
and Hyundai Motor
Ltd.  

Delhi : Two sources familiar
with the matter have con-
firmed that Uber has canceled
plans to transfer approxi-
mately 5,000 electric vehicles
owned by Gensol Engineering
Ltd. from BluSmart to its plat-
form. The negotiations broke
down because everyone was
unhappy with the asking price
for the autos. Discussions had
begun as part of BluS-mart's
strategy to revitalise its taxi
business. It was expected that
BluSmart would partner with
Uber's fleet. One of the indi-
viduals mentioned earlier
asserted, "Uber has now with-
drawn its interest,".
while requesting anonymity.

The cancellation of fleet

talks by Uber is bad

news for BluSmart.

Indian tourists boycott Turkey, Azerbaijan

Delhi: Emirates NBD
Bank PJSC, a renowned
UAE banking firm,
received “in-principle”
approval from the RBI
to create a wholly
owned subsidiary
(WOS) in India. This is
part of the RBI's
Scheme for Foreign
Banks to Set Up WOS

in India. In India,
Emirates NBD has
branches in Mumbai,
Chennai, and
Gurugram. The RBI has
allowed the bank to
transform these
branches into wholly
owned subsidiaries,
subject to regulatory
compliance.

NBD Bank PJSC gets RBI approval for

India wholly owned subsidiary

Delhi : Coconut oil, a
staple in most Indian
households, may be
raising your grocery
expenditures. Due to
rising coconut oil
inflation, Marico and
Dabur raised prices by
40% in the past year.
According to Saugata
Gupta, MD & CEO of
Marico, commodity
prices have 'peaked'
and are unlikely to
climb much unless a
'black swan event'
occurs. He expects
higher volume growth
in the FMCG sector
this financial year. For
Marico, which creates
Parachute coconut oil,
copra dominates its
commodity basket.

Coconut oil

prices rise, hurt-

ing users
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Raptee.HV Launches T 30
High-Voltage Electric

Motorcycle In India - Details
Delhi : Raptee.HV, the Chennai-based EV startup,
launched India's first high-voltage electric motor-
cycle, which is developed with the technology
being used in Electric cars across the world.
Called the Raptee T 30, it is the first of its kind to
use universal charging standards that are used by
cars. In simple words, it uses a CCS2 charging
port. The motorcycle is priced at ? 2.39 lakhs, ex-
showroom.The Raptee.HV Motorcycle has an IDC
Est range of around 200 km and a real-world
range of over 150 km on a single charge. The
company claims that it can accelerate from 0 to
60 kmph in under 3.5 seconds.The 5.4 kWh bat-
tery pack is IP67-rated, and it takes 60 minutes
for a 20-80 per cent juice-up via a 3.3 kW charg-
er. Through a fast charger, the same can be done
in just 30 minutes. Also, the brand is offering a
warranty of 8 years of 80,000 km on the battery
pack.The T 30 rides on a set of 17-inch rims with
a 110-section tyre on the front and a 150-section
tyre at the rear. Moreover, the suspension
includes 37 mm USD forks on the front and a tel-
escopic shock absorber at the rear. Braking duties
are performed by a 320 mm rotor at the front and
a 230 mm disc at the rear.The motorcycle has
advanced software features for an enhanced rid-
ing experience, including 3 riding modes and a 7-
inch LCD instrument cluster. It comes equipped
with connected features as well. There are foru
colours on offer - Horizon Red, Arctic White,
Mercury Grey and Eclipse Black.

Tata Consultancy Services mcap

cross Rs 15 lakh crore mark as

shares soar
NEW DELHI: Shares of Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS) jumped 4% on Tuesday, taking its market
valuation to above Rs 15 lakh crore mark.  he
stock of the country's second most valued firm by
market valuation jumped 4.05% to settle at Rs
4,133.45 apiece on the BSE. 

Delhi
Students in the Faculty
of Law at Delhi
University are protest-
ing the introduction of
a new re-evaluation
facility, and not
because of the facility
itself but because of
how much it would
cost. DU's re-evalua-
tion price for LLB stu-
dents is Rs 2,000 per
answer sheet, which is
equivalent to one-third
of the faculty's yearly
tuition fee and twice
the fee for other disci-
plines. Previously, the
only alternative acces-
sible to law students
was to have their
marks re-totaled; re-
evaluation of answer
sheets was not an
option. Professional
courses, like law, do
not currently have
access to re-evaluation
facilities, but DU
announced plans to
expand them in
November of last year.
Many were disappoint-
ed by the recently
approved pricing,

despite the fact that
the move was well-
received initially. The
application fee is too
high for the majority of
law students, accord-
ing to a fifth-semester
student who asked to
remain anonymous,
adding that this is the
first time that LLB stu-
dents have the option
to apply for re-evalua-
tion. "With a total
annual fee of just
about Rs 6,000, how
can students be asked
to pay Rs 2,000 for
each paper?" Many
will be discouraged
from accessing a fun-
damental academic
entitlement because of
this. Delhi University

Delhi: Former Chief

Justice of India DY

Chandrachud has been

named a "distin-

guished professor" at

National Law

University (NLU),

Delhi. The university

shared the announce-

ment in a press release

and described it as a

major step for legal

education in India."We

are profoundly hon-

oured to welcome Dr

Justice D Y

Chandrachud, former

Chief Justice of India,

as a Distinguished

Professor at National

Law University Delhi,"

NLU Delhi said in the

press release. NLU

Vice-Chancellor G S

Bajpai called the move

a key moment for legal

academia. "This his-

toric association marks

a transformative chap-

ter in Indian legal edu-

cation, bringing one of

our most progressive

jurists to mentor the

next generation of

legal minds. Justice

Chandrachud's pres-

ence will profoundly

enrich our academic

ecosystem," he said.

Under this collabora-

tion, the university will

set up a Centre for

Constitutional Studies,

where Justice

Chandrachud will lead

research work. NLU

Delhi also plans to

begin a lecture series

titled In the Spirit of

Justice: The DYC

Distinguished Lecture

Series starting in July

2025. This series will

focus on major judg-

ments authored by

Justice Chandrachud,

covering topics like pri-

vacy, LGBTQ+ rights,

gender justice, digital

freedoms, and judicial

reforms. These will be

discussed from his

point of view.

Delhi: Azim Premji Foundation has com-mitted

to giving 2,250 crore over three years to help

more girls com-plete their college education,

making it the country's largest direct benefit

transfer scheme by a not-for-profit private

entity. Under the initiative, a girl who has

completed her standard X and XII from a gov-

ernment school can apply for the Azim Premji

schol-arship. Billionaire and philanthropist

Azim Premji's eponymous founda-tion, Azim

Premji Foundation, would give 30,000 a year

to up to 250,000 girl students. This translates

to 750 crore a year, which, over a three-year

degree program, would total 2,250 crore. "The

basic purpose of this is to allow girl children to

complete their higher education," said. Anurag

Behar, chief executive officer of Azim Premji

Foundation. "If a girl has completed 10th and

12th from a government school and is admit-

ted to a bona fide college, the child is eli-gible

to get 30,000 every year for the duration of

her course." Beginning in September, a girl

who starts college and has received the Azim

Premji scholarship will receive *90,000 over a

three-year degree program.

Delhi : The Delhi government

will host a huge job expo later

this year to increase youth

employment. According to an

official release, Labour and

Employment Minister Kapil

Mishra met with DoE officials

to discuss connecting job

seekers with employers.

According to Mishra, govern-

ment and industry depart-

ments should coordinate their

efforts. He stated that the

Delhi government's 2025–26

Budget funds the job fair. “A

common platform will enable

employer-job seeker direct

interaction. 

The first fair may be in

July, he said. The meeting

resolved to engage industry

associations like Ficci, Dicci,

CII, and PHD Chamber of

Commerce. Government

agencies including the

Department of Training and

Technical Education,

Department of Higher

Education, and Education

Department Vocational

Branch will participate. A sen-

ior labor department official

said the data will help con-

struct a list of job-seeking

adolescents and recruiting

organizations. Mishra also

ordered departments to get

campus placement and

recruitment data from their

universities and technical col-

leges.  

Delhi : Calcutta high
court ordered the West
Bengal University of
Health Sciences
(WBUHS), a govern-
ment medical universi-
ty in Kolkata, to enroll
students with 7% reser-
vation for 66 OBCs
notified in the state
before 2010. In its rul-
ing, justice Kausik
Chanda noted that a
division bench of the
high court had set
down the state's reser-
vation policy in May,
which divided OBCs
into A and B categories
and offered 10% and
7% quota, respectively.
The state must apply
OBC reservations solely
to the 66 backward
classes recognized by

the backward class
department before
2009. Justice Chanda
that the state's OBC
reservations should be
7% per November 6,
1997 notification. Caste
certificates for 66
grades produced
before 2010 have been
preserved and 7%
reservation main-
tained, the decision
stated. The govern-
ment suspended
quota-based recruit-

ment and admissions
after a division bench
of the high court
revoked OBC designa-
tion for 77 Muslim
communities granted
by the state since 2010.
Supreme Court chal-
lenge by TMC govern-
ment. West Bengal
offered 17% OBC reser-
vation in public sector
jobs and state-run
schools before the May
ruling. It was divided
into two brackets: 

Delhi: Online Bachelor
of Science (BS) Degree
Programs in Electronic
Systems and Data
Science and
Applications are now
accepting applications
from interested stu-
dents at the Indian
Institute of
Technology Madras
(IIT Madras). These
undergraduate pro-
grams offer an alter-
native to the standard
Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE) and
are made to be both
accessible and flexi-
ble, giving students
another way to get an
IIT-quality education.
Through the official
p o r t a l :
study.iitm.ac.in, appli-
cations will be accept-
ed until May 20, 2025.
No age or seat limit
applies; the programs
are accessible to all
students who have
finished Class 12. The
goal of this program is
to make top technical
education more acces-
sible to more people,
which is a larger
objective of IIT
Madras. A direct
entrance is available

to candidates who
qualify through the
Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE),
while others are
required to complete
a four-week online
preparatory program
and pass an in-person
qualifier exam.
According to the news
release, there are cur-
rently more than
38,000 students
enrolled in these pro-
grams. These students
come from a variety of
academic back-
grounds and include
working professionals,
career changers, and
others. This cohort
deviates significantly
from the norm for
engineering students
in that 25% of its
members are female
and 20% are older
than 30.   

Apply now for Bachelor of

Science degrees online at IIT

Madras; JEE score not necessary Delhi : In the last five
years, the average cost of
newly constructed resi-
dential properties in
India's top ten cities has
increased by an astound-
ing 88%, per a report
released on Monday by
real estate data analytics
company PropEquity.The
greatest increase in prices
was seen in Gurugram,
where average prices shot
up 160% from Rs 7,500
per square foot in 2019 to
Rs 19,500 per sq foot in
2024. Mumbai, on the
other hand, saw the least
gain over the same peri-
od, going from Rs 25,820
per sq ft to Rs 35,500 per
sq ft, or 37%.Noida
(146%), Bengaluru (98%),
Hyderabad (81%),
Chennai (80%), Pune

(73%), Navi Mumbai
(69%), Kolkata (68%),
Thane (66%), and
Mumbai are the next
cities in terms of price
growth after Gurugram.In
the top 10 cities—
Bengaluru, Chennai,
Hyderabad, Kolkata,
Mumbai, Thane, Navi
Mumbai, Pune, Noida,
and Gurugram—the sur-

vey examined 15,000 new
launch projects that
included flats, floors, and
villas.In the past five years,
real estate prices have
increased dramatically in
all major cities, The factors
that have contributed to
such a steep rise include
the massive infrastructure
development, the grow-
ing interest.

Delhi: According to an
internet post, almost
half of the students in a
hostel at IIT Delhi were
admitted to the hospital
after reportedly eating
food from the institute's
kitchen. IIT-D refuted the
accusations, claiming
that the meal in ques-
tion was ordered from
an outside vendor rather

than being provided by
the hostel mess. The
message, which went
viral on social media,
claimed that many stu-
dents became very ill
after eating litti chokha
from the dorm mess. .
The message, which
generated a flurry of
responses on social
media, read, "I'm stand-

ing in line as I type this
out, already waited for
over 45 minutes and still
six people ahead of me."
The post went on to say,
"Everyone ate the litti
chokha that was provid-
ed at the hostel meal last
night. People were get-
ting sick like flies by
dawn, which caused
havoc. fever, chills.

A Third of the Total Fees Will Go

Towards Reevaluating Legal Papers

Students say the food in the IIT-D 

mess caused them ill

Former CJI DY Chandrachud appointed

as 'distinguished professor' at NLU

Maintain pre-2010 7% OBC quota

Premji pledges 2,250 crore for

college education of girls

Gurugram Rate Soars 160%,

Housing Prices in Top 10 Cities

Delhi: You want a pro-
motion at work after
years of hard work.
You know you have
the job and life expe-
rience, but your
resume never gets
you an interview
because you never
graduated. You've
considered returning
to school, but how do
you know your time
and money will pay
off? Let's get to work.
A college degree can
help you advance
your job or start a
new one and boost
your earnings. One of
the most popular on-
campus.

Popular Business

Degrees and Their

Payoff

NEW DELHI: James Lawless,
Ireland's Education Minister, on
Monday said his country is
"very welcoming" for students
and has a supportive post-
study employment visa
arrangement. "Ireland is a very
welcoming country. We have a
very cosmopolitan culture. We
have many nationalities now in
Ireland, and many people have
made their home, including
many, many Indians," the Irish
minister said, when asked
whether his government is con-
sidering any changes in post-
study work or immigration poli-
cies to retain skilled talents.

Irish education minis-

ter invites Indians for

education, research

Delhi to hold mammoth job fair to

increase youth employment

'' Justice Chandrachud's presence will profound-

ly enrich our academic ecosystem," he said.

Under this collaboration, the university will set

up a Centre for Constitutional Studies, where

Justice Chandrachud will lead research work.

NLU Delhi also plans to begin a lecture series

titled In the Spirit of Justice ''

Delhi: The announce-

ment comes months

after the U.S. deport-

ed illegal Indian immi-

grants. Around 330

Indian nationals were

returned in February,

demonstrating the

Trump administra-

tion's stance on illegal

immigration. The issue

was likely raised dur-

ing U.S. Vice-President

J.D. Vance's India visit

last month.

US may ban
visas for

Indian travel
brokers 
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Commercial LPG hike by Rs
16.5 per cylinder, jet fuel up
1.45%; household cooking

gas remains unchanged
NEW DELHI: The cost of commercial LPG and avia-
tion fuel prices surged on Sunday following the
monthly revision aimed at aligning with trends in
international oil prices. State-owned oil firms
raised commercial LPG rates, used in hotels and
restaurants by Rs 16.5 per to Rs 1818.50 per 19 kg
cylinder. Aviation turbine fuel (ATF) prices in Delhi,
which hosts one of India's most active airports,
saw an increase of Rs 1,318.12 per kilo litre, mark-
ing a 1.45 per cent increment. The new rate stands
at Rs 91,856.84 per kl, according to state-owned
fuel retailers. The prices of ATF and LPG vary from
state to state, depending on local taxes, including
VAT. This marks the second consecutive monthly
increase in jet fuel prices, which were previously
raised by Rs 2,941.5 per kl, or 3.3 per cemt, on
November 1. ATF prices were reduced by 6.3 per
cent (Rs 5,883 per kl) on October 1 and by Rs
4,495.5 per kl, or 4.58 per cent, on September 1. In
Mumbai, the ATF price increased to Rs 85,861.02
per kl on Sunday from Rs 84,642.91 previously. The
price of commercial LPG have also increased for
the seventh consecutive month. In the most
recent review on November 1, commercial LPG
prices were raised by Rs 62 per 19-kg cylinder.
Over the course of five price hikes, commercial
LPG prices have increased by Rs 172.5 per 19-kg
cylinder, reaching their peak this year. Four month-
ly price reductions before the current cycle began
in August were offset by the recent hikes. Prices
for 19-kg cylinders were reduced by Rs 148 across
the four rounds. Currently, commercial LPG costs
Rs 1,980 in Chennai, Rs 1,927 in Kolkata, and Rs
1,771 in Mumbai for a 19-kg cylinder. However,
the rate of cooking gas used in domestic house-
holds, however, remained unchanged at Rs 803
per 14.2-kg cylinder. State-owned Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC), Bharat Petroleum Corporation
Ltd (BPCL), and Hindustan Petroleum Corporation
Ltd (HPCL) revise the prices of ATF and cooking gas
on the first of each month.

Delhi: Total 

Energies, a French oil
company, has suspend-
ed investments in
Adani Group entities
pending the conclu-
sion of US bribery alle-
gations against its
founder. The Paris-
based company, which
owns key investments
in Adani Group's
renewable energy and
gas distribution opera-

tions, said it was
unaware of the US
solar power corruption
inquiry. "Total Energies
rejects corruption in
any form," it declared.
"This indictment does
not target Adani Green
Energy (AGEL) itself,
nor any AGEL-related
companies." Total
Energies claimed it
learned about Gautam
Adani's and others'
indictment from US
public pronounce-
ments. Gautam Adani,
his nephew and Adani
Green Energy execu-
tive director Sagar
Adani, and others are
accused.

Delhi: 
Government sources
claimed the Union
Cabinet has agreed in
principle to waive bank
guarantee require-
ments for telecom
companies' deferred
spectrum payments,
but with strict condi-
tions. The waiver will
require telcos to pay
three months' instal-
ments in addition to
their annual fees.
Sources said the gov-
ernment will give up its
right to collect Rs
30,000 crore in bank
guarantees upfront.
The Cabinet waived
the requirement for
telcos to buy spectrum
in six auctions
between 2012 and
2022. Spectrum auc-
tion regulations from
2022 and 2024
removed the necessity.
Airtel and Jio would
guarantee Rs 2,300
crore and Rs 4,000
crore. Vodafone Idea
(Vi) spectrum auction
moratorium ends in
October 2025. Current

rules required the cor-
poration to file bank
guarantees 13 months
before the next pay-
ment due date. The
DoT requested bank
guarantees from Vi for
the September 2025
spectrum payment of
Rs 24,747 crore. The
DoT also asked the
finance ministry to
exempt operators from
bank guarantees for
spectrum payments.
The waiver should help
Vi. Telco shares

increased 7.8% intra-
day to Rs 7.53. After
opening higher, Airtel
shares fell 0.1% to Rs
1,577. Vi was accused
of not paying its sec-
ond bank guarantee of
Rs 350 crore for spec-
trum purchased in a
2012 auction.
November 1 was the
payment deadline. Vi
skipped the payment
of about Rs 4,600 crore
in 2016 auction guar-
antees two months
earlier. 

Delhi: Telangana chief minister A Revanth Reddy
announced that the state government will not
accept the ?100 crore CSR donation from the
Adani Group for the Young India Skills University
in Ranga Reddy district, citing current circum-
stances and controversies. We thank you for com-
mitting 100
crore to Young
India Skills
University on
behalf of your
Foundation via
letter. We have
not sought
donors for phys-
ical transfers of
monies since
the university
did not acquire
the IT exemption under section 80G, Ranjan
wrote. The official added that he was “instructed
by the chief minister not to seek the transfer of
funds in view of the present circumstances and
arising controversies”. According to the US
Department of Justice indictment, Adani execu-
tives and Azure Power executives bribed Indian
government officials in five states to win solar
energy supply contracts worth over $2 billion over
20 years between 2020 and 2024. The scam pur-
portedly started in Odisha and spread to Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Chhattisgarh, and Jammu &
Kashmir. The Telangana chief minister said every-
one may lawfully invest, despite accusations that
the state government accepted Adani Group
funding. Reddy said Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
has stated that the company that wins the bids
according to the regulations will invest.  

Delhi: As Airtel, Vodafone-
Idea, and Reliance Jio strug-
gle to reach a crucial
Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India deadline,
Indian mobile subscribers
may experience OTP delays.
The telecom watchdog
extended the deadline for
spam and phishing trace-
ability requirements to
December 1, 2024. Telecom
companies must now track
all commercial messages,
including OTPs, to combat
fraud. Telecom companies
can block scams by identify-
ing message sources.
However, missing this dead-
line could delay or prohibit
OTPs, harming banking, e-
commerce, and social net-
working. The TRAI imple-

mentation timeframe is
phased. Operators will noti-
fy chain declaration viola-
tors daily until November

30. All non-compliant mes-
sages will be prohibited
starting December 1.

Delhi: India will launch
the third-generation
Amaze on December 4,
2024, and unofficial
bookings have begun.
The car is arriving at
dealer yards nation-
wide ahead of its
m u c h - a n t i c i p a t e d
launch. It will rival the
new Maruti Suzuki
Dzire, Tata Tigor, and
Hyundai Aura. The
2025 Honda Amaze will
come in three vari-
ants—V, VX, and ZX—
with many interior and
exterior changes. Since
its inception in India
over a decade ago, the
Amaze has been a pop-
ular sedan. Several new
features and technolo-

gies will be added. The
top model will have a
floating touchscreen
infotainment system
with wireless Apple
CarPlay and Android
Auto connectivity,
automatic climate con-
trol, ADAS technology,
six airbags, reversing
camera, wireless
smartphone charger,
multi-functional steer-
ing wheel with mount-

ed controls, rear AC
vents, dual cup holders,
type-c charging ports,
and more. However, an
electric sunroof,
motorized seats, and
360-degree camera will
be missing. It will keep
its 1.2L four-cylinder
VTEC naturally aspirat-
ed petrol engine, which
produces 90 PS, and no
major mechanical
alterations. 

Delhi: India's Google
regulatory issues are
growing. In 2022, the
C o m p e t i t i o n
Commission of India
(CCI) fined the US tech
giant for abuse of
dominant position in
its Play Store and
Android mobile device
ecosystem. Now, the
fairplay regulator is
investigating a com-
plaint filed by gaming
company WinZO. CCI
directed its investiga-
tion arm to investigate
and report within 60
days after finding a
prima facie case.
"Based on the facts
and circumstances of
the case, the commis-
sion believes Google is
in violation and justi-
fies further inquiry.
The CCI bench, chaired
by Ravneet Kaur and
three members,
ordered the director
general to investigate.
A Google spokesman
declined to comment.
WinZO, an online gam-
ing company, claimed
that Google's Play
Store prohibits Real
Money Game hosting.
"Due to Google's
unreasonable and

restrictive policy, all
apps offering real
money games of skill
are only available for
download from their
website (a process
called sideloading)," it
told CCI. On Android
devices, using this
process to reach
WinZO displays a dis-
claimer/warning, tar-
nishing its image.
WinZO stated warn-
ings are without validi-
ty and "completely
illegal" and cost the
company. It also
claimed Google dis-
plays another "base-
less warning" when
users pay for skill-
based games. "Such
payment warnings are
arbitrary as Google
has not set any criteria
for displaying them,"
WinZO complained to
CCI. 

Google under CCI investi-

gation over gaming firm

complaint Delhi: The Union
Finance Ministry pro-
posed raising the
insurance sector's FDI
ceiling from 74% to
100% in a consultation
paper. The insurance
FDI limit was raised
from 49% to 74% in
February 2021. The
government said the
proposal to alter insur-
ance legislation will
make insurance more
affordable, grow the
insurance industry, and
streamline corporate
operations. 

An office memo-
randum dated
November 26 pro-
posed lifting the FDI
ceiling in Indian insur-
ance businesses from
74% to 100% and

allowing insurers to
conduct one or more
kinds of insurance
business and associat-
ed or incidental opera-
tions. The suggestion
also cut foreign rein-
surers' Net Owned
Funds from Rs 5,000
crore to Rs 1,000 crore.
IRDAI can also set less-
er entry capital (Rs 50
crore) for underserved
or unserved regions on

a case-by-case basis.
The sector regulator is
trying to increase capi-
tal in this capital-inten-
sive industry. The
Chairman of IRDAI sug-
gests that the insur-
ance market requires
50,000 crore yearly to
double penetration in
the country. Insurance
penetration is the ratio
of annual premiums
issued to GDP. 

Delhi: Bank loans
against gold jewelry
rose 50.4% in the first
seven months of the
year. Despite single-digit
growth in every other
personal loan area,
credit rose sharply. RBI
issued sectoral deploy-
ment of bank credit
Gold loans totaled Rs
1,02,562 crore in March
2024. Growth was 56%
year-over-year, up from

13% in October 2023.
NBFCs' move and a pref-
erence for secured loans
over unsecured ones
contributed to the first-
seven-month gold loan
surge, bankers said.
Bank loans to NBFCs fell
0.7% to Rs 1.5 lakh crore
in the first seven
months. Bankers also
said that rising gold
prices allow borrowers
to repay previous loans

and get higher new
ones. Analysts see rising
gold loan demand as an
indication of financial
instability. RBI ordered
banks and financial
companies to review
and fix their gold loan
rules and procedures
within three months last
month. After an exami-
nation, evergreening
was found to hide bad
loans. 

French energy giant Total puts

Adani Gp investments on hold

Gold loans rise 50% in seven months

Cabinet's 30k cr bank 

guarantee relief for telcos

New Honda Amaze Variants

and Top Features

Tgana rejects Adani's 

100-cr contribution

The Union government wants

100% FDI in insurance

Delhi: Local media

stated that many US

businesses are advis-

ing clients to buy now

before President-elect

Donald Trump's pro-

posed tariffs hike

prices. Trump threat-

ened 60% tariffs on all

Chinese goods and

10% to 20% tariffs on

other goods during

his campaign. He

announced plans to

impose 25% tariffs on

Mexican and

Canadian imports and

10% on Chinese

imports. 

US retailers

utilize Trump

tariff threats to

boost sales

Delhi: Google and its sub-
sidiary in India filed a lawsuit
in the US against former
Bengaluru office employee
Harshit Roy for revealing trade
secrets that were considered
confidential. In order to pre-
vent Roy from further dissemi-
nating the stolen trade secrets
that had irreparably harmed
Google, Google hired an out-
side investigator to find him.
Among the information that
was revealed were compre-
hensive specifications of pro-
prietary hardware.

A former employee

being sued by Google

India for disclosing

Pixel secrets

Delhi: Two sources say

NBCC India Ltd. wants

to buy defunct public

sector undertakings

(PSUs) to redevelop

and monetize their

land. The state-run

construction company

wants to leverage its

success in developing

land for government-

owned companies.

Developer is in talks to

acquire non-opera-

tional PSUs through a

new entity to monetize

their land banks.

NBCC India will buy

sick PSUs and rede-

velop land banks

TRAI deadline may prevent Jio, Vi, and Airtel

subscribers from receiving OTPs

''The TRAI implementation timeframe is phased.

Operators will notify chain declaration violators

daily until November 30. All non-compliant mes-

sages will be prohibited starting December 1''

''Vi was accused of not paying its

second bank guarantee of Rs 350

crore for spectrum purchased in a

2012 auction. November 1 was the

payment deadline''
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