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Jhusi. On Monday evening, the body of a married
woman was found hanging from a noose inside a
room in the Katka Budhwa Baba locality. The
deceased has been identified as Neha Kesarwani
(32). According to reports, Neha served tea and
snacks to her family members in the evening,
after which they left for the market. Left alone at
home with her young daughter, Neha took her
own life by hanging herself under suspicious cir-
cumstances.Neighbors, alerted by the daughter's
cries, rushed to the scene and informed the police.
Neha had married Kanchan Kesarwani 12 years
ago, and the couple had two children. Following
the incident, members of Neha's maternal fami-
ly—who arrived from Naini—have leveled seri-
ous allegations against her husband, accusing him
of harassment stemming from financial difficul-
ties and demands for money. The police have sent
the body for a post-mortem examination and have
initiated a thorough investigation into the matter.

Women Empowerment is the
Real Foundation of Social
and Rural Development:

Tribhuvan Ram
Varanasi

Under the joint auspices of the Jan Vikas
Samiti, Murdaha (Varanasi) and NABARD,
Varanasi, a women empowerment Program and
felicitation ceremony were organized on the
occasion of International Women Day. A total
of 1,800 members of women Self-Help Groups
(SHG) and rural women participated enthusias-
tically in the Event.The Chief Guest of the
Program, Tribhuvan Ram, MLA from Ajgara
(Varanasi), stated in his address that women
empowerment is the true cornerstone of social
and rural development. Women are Playing a
vital role in becoming self-reliant.

Married Woman Found

Hanging; Her Family Alleges

Harassment

Lucknow

GAIL DAV Model School

held a heartfelt farewell cere-

mony for its Class 5 students.

The Program began with a

traditional Havan-Yajna,

where Principal Pankaj

Dwivedi, teachers and stu-

dents Prayed for the bright

future of the Students.Class 4

students Presented songs,

dances and various

Performances in honor of the

Class 5 students, captivating

everyonem attention. Atharv

Shukla and Aanvi Mishra

were selected as Master

Farewell and Miss Farewell,

respectively with students

participating with great

enthusiasm.The event fea-

tured fun games, maintaining

an atmosphere of excitement

and joy. Students shared their

school experiences and

expressed gratitude for their

teachers guidance and affec-

tion. Some students were hon-

ored for their outstanding

Performance and contribu-

tions to the School.Principal

Pankaj Dwivedi wished the

students a bright future,

advising them to uphold dis-

cipline, hard work and values

and to bring Pride to their

school and Parents.The cere-

mony concluded with the

Presentation of mementos to

the students, wishing them a

bright Future.

Tharwai / Antariksh
Vidyalaya: In the
sport of Arm
Wrestling, a first-
year B.P.Ed. student
from Beni Madhav
Singh PG College
(Madhav Nagar,
Bighiya)—an institu-
tion affiliated with
Prof. Rajendra Singh
'Rajju Bhaiya'
University, 
Prayagraj—competed
in the ongoing Arm
Wrestling tournament
in Aligarh.
Participating in the
right-hand category,
Palak emerged victo-
rious, securing the
gold medal. The tri-
umphant athlete,
Palak—a resident of
Bara Baghada,
Chandpur, Salori in
the Prayagraj dis-
trict—is the only
daughter among three
siblings (two brothers
and one sister). 

By achiev-
ing this victory, she
has proven that
daughters are in no
way inferior to sons.

She stated that,
alongside her aca-
demic pursuits, she
possesses a deep
interest in sports.
Rejoicing in this vic-
tory, the entire col-
lege fraternity—
including Beni
Madhav Singh PG
College Principal Dr.
D.V. Singh, Secretary
Madhuri Singh,
President Kripa Ram
Mishra, Head of the
B.P.Ed. Department
Dr. V.D. Singh, as

well as Dr. Babita
Singh, Ram Prasad,
Parveen Jahan, Dr.
Karunesh Shukla,
Ram Kailash Yadav,
Supriti Mishra, Shalu
Pandey, Surya Pratap
Singh, and
Administrative
Officer Gopal
S i n g h — e x t e n d e d
their heartfelt con-
gratulations to Palak
and encouraged her
to continue moving
forward with similar
success.

Barabanki

Uttar Pradesh State
Women Commission
member Anju Prajapati
held a Public hearing at
the DRDA Gandhi
Auditorium to address
cases related to women
harassment. During the
hearing, she received
five complaints from
victimised women and
directed the concerned
officials to take imme-
diate action on the
Matters.
She said that the state
government is fully
committed to Providing
speedy justice to
women and girls and
the Mission Shakti
campaign is being run
with the objective of
making women aware
of their rights and

empowering them. She
also instructed officials
to treat complaints
from women seriously
and ensure timely
action, so that victims
do not have to struggle
to get justice. After the
Public hearing, the
commission member
also reviewed depart-
mental schemes
Related to the Women
Welfare Department,
Child Development and
Nutrition, Panchayati
Raj, Health
Department, Police
Department, Basic
Education, Secondary
Education and Social
Welfare Department.
She directed the con-
cerned departments to
take prompt action and
inform the Commission
and the District

Probation Officer about
the steps taken. On this
occasion, District
Probation Officer Suraj
Singh, the in-charge of
the Women and Child
Safety Organisation,
the Women Police
Station In-charge, the
District Social Welfare
Officer, the Naib
Tehsildar and other
concerned officials
were Present. Prajapati
also informed that sev-
eral toll-free helplines
— 1076, 112, 1090,
1098, 1930, 181, 102,
108 and 101 — have
been launched by the
state government for
the safety and dignity
of women.  Women fac-
ing any form of harass-
ment can register com-
plaints on these
Numbers.

Akhand Bharat
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Prayagraj | The body
of a young man was
recovered from the
Ganges River in front
of the Nagvasuki
Temple, located within
the Shivkuti police sta-
tion area. He was a res-
ident of Amethi. He had
appeared for the Sub-
Inspector recruitment
examination held just
one day prior. His fam-
ily members have
expressed suspicions of
foul play, suggesting it
may be a case of mur-
der. 

A post-mortem
examination of the
body has been conduct-
ed. On Sunday after-
noon, the body of
Ayush Tiwari (18)—a
resident of Puremishra
ka Pura in Amethi—
was found submerged
in the water near the
pontoon bridge situated

in front of the
Nagvasuki Temple
within the Shivkuti
police station limits. It
is reported that he had
gone to the Phaphamau
Ganges Ghat to bathe
along with his friend,
Shubham. 

He reportedly slipped
and drifted into the
deeper waters. After an
arduous search effort,
divers successfully
recovered Ayush's
body, while the search
for his companion
remains ongoing.
Ayush had been resid-
ing in a rented room in

Govindpur, where he
was preparing for com-
petitive examinations.
He had appeared for the
Sub-Inspector recruit-
ment exam held two
days earlier.

Expressing doubts
regarding the circum-
stances of his son's
death, his father
requested a post-
mortem examination of
the body; subsequently,
the family departed for
Amethi on Monday to
perform the final rites.
The Shivkuti police are
currently investigating
the incident.

State Women Commission
Member Hears Grievances of

Victimised Women

Bahraich

A 'Holi Milan' (Holi
Gathering) ceremony
was organized by the
Shri Chitragupta
Samaj at the City
Dayal Utsav Palace.
The event witnessed
the participation of a
large number of people
from the Kayastha
community. The
Program was Presided
over by the committee
President, Shravan
Kumar Nigam, while
the Proceedings were
anchored by General
Secretary Sushil
Srivastava. Addressing
the gathering, Rajiv
Srivastava—who had
traveled from
Nanpara—appealed to
the community to
remain united. He stat-
ed that members of the
Kayastha community
should take Pride in
remembering the con-
tributions of their
illustrious figures,
such as Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, Swami

Vivekananda, Lal
Bahadur Shastri,
Jayaprakash Narayan,
Munshi Premchand
and Netaji Subhash
C h a n d r a
Bose.Kuldeep Sinha, a
Patron of the commu-
nity, remarked that
community members
should remain bound
together by a common
thread of unity and
should share in each
other joys and sor-
rows. President
Shravan Nigam noted
that the Kayastha com-
munity has made sig-
nificant contribu-

tions—ranging from
the freedom struggle
to the nation develop-
ment- and therefore, it
is essential for every-
one to remain vigilant
and dedicated to the
welfare of the commu-
nity.Shashank Sinha,
the District President
of the ABKM (Akhil
Bharatiya Kayastha
Mahasabha), called
upon the youth to
actively participate in
Politics. Meanwhile,
Rajesh Nigam,
President of the
Temple Construction 
C o m m i t t e e ,

announced that the
grand construction
work for the
Chitragupta Temple in
Bashirganj is currently
underway and the tem-
ple is expected to be
completed in its mag-
nificent form very
soon. Due to the ongo-
ing reconstruction of
the temple, this year
event was hosted at the
Dayal Utsav
Palace.During the
Program, several indi-
v idua l s—inc lud ing
Engr. Radheshyam
Srivastava, Dr. Rahul
Mohan, Amit

Srivastava, Ankit
Srivastava, Aklu
Srivastava, Shivam
Raj Srivastava,
Sandhya Srivastava
and Madhu
Srivastava—expressed
their views.The cere-
mony concluded with
the performance of the
Aarti (ritual worship)
of Lord Shri
Chitragupta, followed
by the distribution of
Prasad (sacred offer-
ings). Hundreds of
people attended the
event, including Ravi
Mohan Srivastava,
Lav Nigam, Paras
Nath Srivastava, Ravi
Prakash, Brajesh
Srivastava, Sanjay
Srivastava, R.S.
Srivastava, Media In-
charge Sachin
Srivastava, Mohit
Srivastava, Raj
Nigam, Rajesh Kumar,
Ritesh Srivastava,
Anand Prakash Khare,
Rakesh Srivastava,
Om Prakash
Srivastava, and
Shikhar Srivastava.

Farewell Ceremony for Class 5 Students Concludes at GAIL DAV Model School

Palak Wins Second Gold
Medal at Inter-University

Sports Competition

Kayastha Community Gathers for Holi

Milan Ceremony, Emphasis Placed on Unity

Sub-Inspector Recruitment
Candidate Dies Under

Suspicious Circumstances;
Body Found in the Ganges

Student from Beni Madhav Singh PG College

Brings Glory to the University and the Region
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Prayagraj | A meeting was held
on Monday at the NIC
Auditorium, presided over by
District Magistrate Manish
Kumar Verma, to review the
progress of the Pradhan Mantri
Suryaghar Free Electricity
Scheme. During the meeting, a
detailed review was conducted
regarding pending applications
under the scheme, the installa-
tion of solar panels, and loan
cases currently pending at the
bank level.During the proceed-
ings, the District Magistrate
issued clear directives to ensure
100% progress against the stipu-
lated targets of the scheme. He
stated that strict action would be
taken against vendors exhibiting
laxity or negligence in their
work, and their contracts would
be terminated.The Officer-in-
Charge (PO) of NEDA informed
the meeting that, as of March
16, 2026, a total of 27,837
applications had been received
under the scheme. Of these,
solar panels have already been
installed in 13,058 households,
while installation work remains
pending for 14,779 applica-
tions.The District Magistrate
directed officials from the
Electricity Department and vari-

ous banks to launch a special
drive to expedite the resolution
of pending cases and to ensure
that solar connections are pro-
vided to the maximum number
of consumers possible. He fur-

ther instructed the Officer-in-
Charge of NEDA to hold regular
meetings with officials from the
Electricity Department and
banks, as well as with the ven-
dors associated with the

scheme, to ensure the swift res-
olution of all pending
matters.The District Magistrate
emphasized that every vendor
must work on a priority basis to
install solar systems in house-

holds, in strict accordance with
their assigned targets.
Furthermore, vendors who
demonstrate exceptional per-
formance will be duly encour-
aged and incentivized.The

meeting was attended by PO
NEDA Komil Dwivedi, officials
from the Electricity
Department, the BDO, DPO,
BSA, and LDM, along with
other relevant officials. 

Directives Issued to Achieve 100% Target

in PM Suryaghar Scheme; Action to be

Taken Against Negligent Vendors
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Lucknow: Shri Jai Singh (IIS)
was honored with the 'Lifetime
Excellence Award' for his
remarkable contributions in the
fields of social service and
public welfare. This honor was
conferred during a dignified
ceremony organized by the
international organization
'Arogya Darpan' at the Hotel
Clarks Avadh in Lucknow. The
event was attended by a host of
dignitaries from various
fields—including social work-
ers, educationists, and media
representatives—with former
DGP of Uttar Pradesh Vijay
Kumar (IPS) serving as the
Chief Guest, and Additional
Commissioner of the Lucknow
Division Radheshyam (IAS),
along with Dr. Rakesh Kumar
Verma (Director, LPS Institute
of Cardiology, Kanpur) and
Sushma, serving as Guests of
Honor.During the ceremony,

speakers highlighted that Jai
Singh has consistently worked
for a long time towards the
upliftment of the underprivi-
leged and needy sections of
society. He has played an
active role in numerous cam-
paigns related to education,
healthcare, social awareness,
and public interest. His efforts
have made a significant contri-
bution toward bringing about
positive change within socie-
ty.The Chief Guests at the
event remarked that Jai Singh's

dedication to society, his spirit
of service, and his unwavering
commitment to public welfare
initiatives serve as an inspira-
tion to others. His successful
efforts to promote education—
by personally providing free
books, notebooks, and pens to
underprivileged children, and
even paying their school fees
out of his own pocket—are
truly inspiring. In recognition
of these outstanding adminis-
trative and social contribu-
tions, he was conferred with

the 'Lifetime Excellence
Award.'Upon receiving the
honor, Jai Singh stated that this
award symbolizes both a
source of pride and a sense of
responsibility for him. He
affirmed that serving society is
his duty and that he will con-
tinue to remain actively
involved in public welfare
activities in the future. He
pledged that, for as long as he
lives, he will remain ever-
ready to offer selfless assis-
tance to the poor, the under-
privileged, and the needy. He
expressed his gratitude to the
organizers—including Ram
Prakash Verma (Chairman,
Arogya Darpan)—and to all
his associates for bestowing
this honor upon him. At the
conclusion of the program, the
guests in attendance congratu-
lated Jai Singh, wished him a
bright future, and appreciated
his efforts in the field of social
service.

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Tharwai: Expressing
their anger over the fail-
ure to arrest the accused
pickup driver involved
in a fatal road accident
on March 1st—which
claimed the lives of a
maternal uncle and his
niece—aggrieved family
members visited the
Tharwai Police Station
on Monday. They
apprised the Station In-
charge of the details of
the case and held discus-
sions regarding the dri-
ver's arrest. On the same
occasion, the family
members also presented
the matter to the
Assistant 
Commissioner of Police
(ACP) for Tharwai; tak-
ing cognizance of the
case, ACP Tharwai
assured them that an
arrest would be made
and appropriate action
taken as soon as possi-
ble. The deceased, Rashi
Tripathi (daughter of

Shashikant Tripathi,
aged 18) and a resident
of Wazirpur, was travel-
ing from Wazirpur to her
maternal home in
Tiwaripur on a scooter
accompanied by her
maternal uncle, Rajat
Tripathi. En route, near
Wazirpur, both were
killed after being struck
by a pickup truck, while
the driver fled the scene
with the vehicle. The
complainant, Vinay
Kumar Tripathi, stated
that Rashi Tripathi was
his niece. A written com-
plaint regarding the inci-
dent had been submitted
to the local Tharwai
Police Station; taking
cognizance of the matter,
the police had registered
a case against the pickup
loader driver. However,

after several days had
passed without an arrest
being made, the
aggrieved family mem-
bers arrived at the police
station. Inspector
Santosh Kumar Pandey
of Tharwai Police
Station took cognizance
of the matter and assured
the family that action
would be taken at the
earliest. The family
members allege that they
had even provided the
vehicle's registration
number and details
regarding its owner, yet
no arrest has been made
thus far. On this occa-
sion, ACP Tharwai,
Arun Parashar, also reit-
erated the assurance that
appropriate action would
be taken as soon as pos-
sible.

Aggrieved Family Members Visit

Tharwai Police Station Over

Failure to Arrest Pickup Driver

Jai Singh Receives 'Lifetime Excellence

Award' for Social Work
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Prayagraj: Panic ensued in
the Handia police station area
on Monday after a moving
Thar SUV suddenly caught
fire. The occupants of the
vehicle managed to save their
lives by jumping out just in
time. Upon receiving the
report, a fire brigade team
arrived at the scene and, after
a strenuous effort, brought the
blaze under control. While a
major portion of the vehicle
was destroyed in the incident,
there are no reports of any
casualties.According to reports, Abhishek Singh—a resident of Nevada village within the Kapsethi police sta-

tion area of Varanasi district—
was traveling with a few com-
panions in a Thar SUV to visit
relatives in the Jhalwa area of
Prayagraj. On Monday, as
their vehicle reached near
Bheski village—located under
the jurisdiction of the
Saidabad police outpost with-
in the Handia police station
area—smoke suddenly began
billowing from the vehicle.
According to eyewitnesses,
the vehicle caught fire within
moments, and the flames
began to spread rapidly.
Perceiving the deteriorating
situation, all the occupants of

the vehicle immediately exit-
ed. In a matter of moments,
the fire completely engulfed
the entire vehicle.Upon
receiving the information,
police personnel from the
Saidabad outpost arrived at
the scene and dispersed the
crowd that had gathered near-
by. Subsequently, the fire
brigade team arrived and
extinguished the
fire.According to the police,
preliminary investigations
suggest that a short circuit is
likely the cause of the fire.
The matter is currently under
investigation.

Massive Fire Engulfs Moving Thar; Occupants Jump Out to Save Their Lives

Several luminaries from various fields honored at Lucknow's prestigious
Hotel Clarks Avadh, Jai Singh has also previously received numerous

awards and accolades from both the Government of Uttar Pradesh and the
Government of India for his outstanding work
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The Ukraine and Iran wars
have given military strategists
everywhere reason to re-
examine their war doctrines.
The fact that Russia, despite
being a military superpower,
has not been able to get the
Ukrainians to play dead, and
the fact that Iran has not only
held its own against the joint
might of the US and Israel, but
is now also fighting back
effectively, tells us why. Both
Ukraine, no doubt with active
logistical and financial support
from Nato, and Iran, possibly
with covert support from
Russia and China, have shown
that overwhelming military
power is not enough to subdue
a determined adversary. The
key to their ability to hold out

is the use of asymmetric war-
fare capabilities against ene-
mies with much stronger mili-
tary, financial and technologi-
cal power. Without any air
force or navy worth the name,
both have held two superpow-
ers at bay. They have shown
that cheap weaponry, especial-

ly drones and missiles (cost-
lier, but easier to move and
hide) can work in defence. Air
power can pound your cities to
dust, and sea power can sink
your naval forces and limit
your ability to trade, export
and import, but they cannot
ensure your defeat. Two things

make drones and missiles defy
the logic of an enemy’s superi-
or military capabilities. One is
comparative costs. Preventing
a $20,000-30,000 drone from
inflicting damage can cost you
10, 20 or 50 times that cost
using radars, space-based sur-
veillance and missile-defence
systems. Also, if you send
enough drones across, any
defence system (say, effective
at targeting 100 drones simul-
taneously), can be over-
whelmed by larger incoming
numbers. Some drones will get
through, as we saw not only in
Ukraine, but recently in the
Gulf countries as well. Two,
the willingness to extend the
damage to civilian and eco-
nomic assets. 

India is heading toward a severe shortage of
key energy commodities as the war between
Israel-US and Iran enters its 15th day. The pro-
longed closure of the Strait of Hormuz—a nar-
row maritime passage that accounts for around
35-50 per cent of India’s crude oil supplies—
has compounded India’s problem. India remains
heavily dependent on the maritime passage not
only for crude oil but also for critical fuels such
as liquefied natural gas (LNG) and liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG). Nearly 60 per cent of
India’s domestic LPG demand is met through
imports. About 80-90 percent of this comes
from Gulf countries, including Qatar, the UAE,
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, via the Strait of
Hormuz. The remaining 40 per cent is produced
domestically. While the Narendra Modi govern-
ment has stated there is no shortage of cooking
gas, social media is flooded with people stand-
ing in long queues across Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Punjab, Maharashtra, and other states. The
impact of the gas shortage has been felt across
the country, and that is why it is ThePrint
Newsmaker of the Week.  Several hotel and
restaurant associations have flagged the short-
age of commercial LPG. The Chennai Hotels
Association wrote to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday seeking uninterrupted supply.
The letter stated that “commercial LPG has
been temporarily suspended due to the shortage,
for usage in restaurants and food industries.”
Similarly, India also relies on Gulf supplies for
LNG. The country consumes about 189 million
standard cubic metres per day (mscm p/d) of
natural gas, out of which 97.5 mscm p/d is pro-
duced domestically, while the rest is imported.
Nearly 47.4 mscm p/d of imports comes from
the Strait of Hormuz, which is being disrupted
due to the conflict. In response to the supply
crunch, the government on Tuesday invoked the
Essential Commodities Act through a gazette
notification to regulate natural gas supplies.
Titled Natural Gas (Supply Regulation) Order
2026, it outlines priority sectors where gas sup-
ply will be regulated and ensured. Domestic
consumers have been given the highest priority
and will receive 100 per cent supply with no
cuts. Industrial and manufacturing consumers
have been given up to 80 per cent of their pre-
vious six-month average supply. Fertiliser
plants have also been allocated up to 70 per cent
of their previous six-month average supply, a
move aimed at protecting the agricultural input
ahead of the upcoming sowing season. With
imports from Gulf countries affected, the gov-
ernment has issued LPG control orders and
stepped up domestic production. “The LPG
Control Order issued on 8 March 2026 directed
all refineries to maximise LPG yields and chan-
nel the entire output of C3 and C4 hydrocarbon
streams, comprising propane, butane, and
propylene, exclusively to the three Oil
Marketing Companies for domestic cooking
gas,” Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas of
India Hardeep Singh Puri informed Parliament
on Thursday. The government on Friday
informed that LPG production has been
increased by 30 per cent through refinery direc-
tives, and further procurement is actively under-
way. However, market analysts say the increase
may still fall short of demand. “Even if refiner-
ies manage to increase LPG output by 10–20
per cent above current domestic production,
domestic supply would only rise to roughly
47–50 per cent of total demand, leaving a sig-
nificant gap that must still be filled through
imports,” Sumit Ritolia, lead analyst for model-
ling and refinery at Kpler. In another step, the
government has revised the LPG booking cycle
for both urban and rural customers. The mini-
mum gap between two-cylinder bookings has
been increased from 21 to 25 days for urban
areas and from 25 to 45 days for rural
areas. To manage the shortage of
natural gas, the government has
directed refineries and petro-
chemical units to reduce their
own consumption.

KP Malik
Until now, factories manu-
facturing various counterfeit
food and beverage products
have frequently been busted
across the country; however,
never before have factories
producing fake fertilizers
been caught in such massive
numbers as they have recent-
ly been in Rajasthan. The
manner in which raids have
commenced on these fake
fertilizer factories in
Rajasthan—leading to their
subsequent sealing—is truly
commendable. This crack-
down has brought one cru-
cial fact to light: fertilizer
companies are deceiving
farmers in multiple ways.
This deception not only
involves looting the farmers'
hard-earned money by sell-
ing them overpriced fertiliz-
ers, but also entails a sinister
conspiracy to render their
fields barren. What is truly
shocking is that as many as
12 of these fake fertilizer
manufacturing units were
discovered within a single
district of Rajasthan; one can
only imagine, then, how
many such factories must
exist across the entire state—
and indeed, the entire
nation—that are producing
counterfeit fertilizers and
driving farmers to ruin. It is
also alleged that a significant
number of fertilizer manu-
facturing units exist in
Madhya Pradesh as well.
Speaking on this matter,
Union Minister of State for
Agriculture Bhagirath
Choudhary asserted that
those who deceive farmers
will not be spared under any
circumstances; they will face
the strictest possible punish-
ment. In reality, these facto-

ries were manufacturing
counterfeit DAP and various
other types of fertilizers.
Shockingly, these products
were not being produced
using animal bones—as is
sometimes the case—but
rather using marble dust
(finely ground marble), a
substance that, when applied
to agricultural land, renders
it barren. Furthermore, it is
reported that alongside mar-
ble dust, these fertilizers
contained a cocktail of dan-
gerous chemicals specifical-
ly designed to destroy soil
fertility. It is imperative to
recognize that the very farm-
ers who feed the nation—
who remain steadfast in their
agricultural duty even when
receiving meager Minimum
Support Prices (MSP) and
who never resort to adulter-
ating their produce—are
being openly and brazenly
deceived. In Rajasthan, too,
a massive fraud was being
perpetrated against farmers
within these fertilizer facto-
ries—a deception that was
ultimately uncovered by the
farmers themselves.
Specifically, in the Chidwara
and Bandarsindri areas of

Rajasthan's
Kishangarh
district, three
truckloads of
material were
being unloaded right on
the roadside, adjacent to
agricultural fields, outside a
fertilizer factory named
Radhika Agro; this activity
drew strong protests from the
local villagers. Amidst the
ensuing commotion, the
drivers—who had arrived
carrying marble dust—along
with their accomplices, fled
the scene. 

When news of the recov-
ery of such a massive quanti-
ty of raw material reached
Rajasthan's Agriculture
Minister, Kirori Lal Meena,
he ordered the immediate
seizure of the factories and
vowed that strict action
would be taken against the
accused. Similarly, counter-
feit fertilizers were also
being manufactured at Divya
Agro Food Industry; follow-
ing a raid on the premises,
Agriculture Minister Kirori
Lal Meena assured the farm-

ers that stringent measures
would be taken against the
mafia elements involved in
producing fake fertilizers.
Indeed, strict action must be
taken against those responsi-
ble for this fraud against
farmers, as this constitutes a
massive betrayal—not mere-
ly of the farming community,

but of the entire nation.
However, the perti-

nent question
remains: who
exactly are
these individ-
uals perpe-
trating this
fraud against
the farmers?

After all, these
factories would

likely never have
been exposed were it

not for the uproar raised
by the farmers and villagers.
Why, then, have the names
of the owners of these facto-
ries—which supply millions
of tons of fertilizer to the
country's farmers every
year—not yet been brought
to light? 

The farmers allege
that such a massive fraud
could not possibly take place
within the state without the
tacit consent or complicity of
the administration and the
ruling establishment. In
truth, the farmers' suspicions
are not entirely unfounded;
whenever elections
approach, these factory own-
ers invariably contribute
funds or donations to various
political factions.
Consequently, once a gov-
ernment is formed, the elect-
ed administration often
works to bestow a wide array
of benefits and favors upon
these very individuals. This,

however, is not an issue con-
fined to any single govern-
ment; rather, it is a deeply
entrenched practice that has
long existed within the
Indian political landscape.
The funding received by
political parties constitutes a
significant part of this
nexus—a financial flow that
is, nowadays, rarely even
disclosed to the public. ...Are
we, then, to conclude that
those who provide funds and
electoral donations to politi-
cal parties effectively recoup
their investment—and often
many times over—by engag-
ing in adulteration and fraud
at the expense of the com-
mon people? Why, after all,
are no strict measures taken
against adulterators and sell-
ers of counterfeit goods—
products for which the coun-
try's common citizens,
including farmers, constitute
the largest consumer base? 

This is because the elite
class remains completely
insulated from such adulter-
ated products. If a farmer's
produce contains even the
slightest trace of moisture or
suffers from any minor
defect, it is either purchased
at the *mandi* (market) at a
drastically reduced price or
simply rejected. Yet, these
very same farmers are not
only being brazenly sold
fake fertilizers, but are also
being supplied with counter-
feit pesticides and seeds. 

Therefore, in this matter,
the Modi-led Central
Government—which has
pledged to double farmers'
incomes—must step forward
and take action to liberate
farmers from the clutches of
these adulterators and pur-
veyors of counterfeit goods.

The average Indian
investor today faces
high unpredictability on
multiple fronts: the
United States and
Israel’s war on Iran, the
US yo-yoing on its trade
policy, the volatility of
the Indian rupee, and
AI-linked technological
disruptions. Such
volatility risks pushing
households back toward
gold and real estate, just
as India’s financialisa-
tion of savings begins to
gather momentum. How
should policy respond to
this threat? Indian
households and institu-
tional custodians of
Indian savings, such as
pension and provident
funds, should be
encouraged to diversify
their portfolio globally.
While the gains from
global diversification
have been generally
shrinking, the war on
Iran shows that interna-
tional diversification
also helps shrink war-
linked losses. Indian
policymakers’ role,
therefore, is to reverse
their decades-old anti-
diversification stance
and remove the frictions
associated with interna-
tional diversification.
Assets distributed
across different coun-
tries and regions are less
correlated than those
concentrated in the
same country and
region—they tend not to
move in the same direc-
tion. A globally diversi-
fied portfolio acts as
natural insurance
against country-level or
regional stocks.

However, the gains
from international
diversification have
been reducing as the
world gets increasingly
integrated. These gains
depend on low correla-
tions between foreign
and domestic stock
returns. The financial
econometrics literature
since the 1990s suggests
that returns on interna-
tional securities have
become more correlated
over time due to the
integration of financial
markets. In sum, the
gains exist, but are get-
ting thinner.
Diversification benefits
often shrink during wars
because global markets
react simultaneously to
geopolitical shocks.
However, the extent of
the shrinkage depends
on the nature of diversi-
fication.  War announce-
ments produce signifi-
cant negative returns—
estimates vary from -1
to -10 per cent in many
markets—in the short
run. The impact across
equity markets is, how-
ever, uneven.
Developed markets tend
to move together, as do
markets with greater
economic ties to the
region of conflict. For
example, 
researchers have shown
that Russia’s war on
Ukraine significantly
reduced equity returns
across the G7 countries
in the short run, but the
shrinkage was way
smaller across select
markets in Africa. The
takeaway is that diversi-
fication across multiple

developed countries
alone may not help in
the face of war, as
developed countries’
markets tend to move
together. A truly global-
ly diversified portfolio
is one that is diversified
across developed and
developing markets. It
is tempting to discount
the virtues of diversifi-
cation during wartime
due to the diminishing
returns.  However, the
US-Israeli war on Iran
has so far shown the
opposite for Indian
households and institu-
tional investors. Despite
shrinking gains from
diversification, a diver-
sified Indian portfolio
would be better off than
one solely focused.

on India. The table
below shows the per-
formance of four widely
traded indices during
the period beginning 27
February—a day before
the US and Israel
mounted strikes on
Iran—and ending on 11
March. Two of these
indices, S&P 500 and
STOXX600, represent
the most widely traded
companies in the US
and the European
Union, respectively.
CSE300 represents the
largest Chinese compa-
nies by market capital-
ization. NIFTY50 is the
Indian index. It is clear
that an India-only port-
folio bore the brunt of
the war. A US-only port-
folio would be moder-
ately affected, and a
China-focused one
would remain mostly
unchanged.

India must allow citizens to invest beyond its

borders. It’s risk management, not luxury

Despite President
Donald Trump’s bluster
that America benefits
when oil prices surge,
crunch time is fast
approaching for both
the war and the energy
market. He either ends
the conflict quickly, or
sky-high energy costs
will force him to do so.
The oil market may not
have the same fearsome
reputation as the bond
market but, trust me, it
can be equally savage
in twisting a politi-
cian’s arm. This week,
the White House earned
some breathing space
thanks to the release of
emergency reserves,
plus the use of pipelines
bypassing the Strait of
Hormuz. But the extra
time is measured in
days, rather than
weeks. Certainly,

Trump does not have
months. My working
assumption is that the
oil market will add $3
to $6 a barrel to the
headline price for every
day — every single day
— that the war contin-
ues. Monday to Friday,
that’s $15-$30. It’s
bearable for another
week, perhaps two, but
any longer and the
world will start to incur
serious economic dam-
age through soaring
energy costs. Short of a
very risky — and possi-
bly illegal — interven-
tion in the oil futures

market, the White
House doesn’t have
more meaningful tools
to wield to bring energy
prices down. Do I
believe the Trump
administration is seri-
ously thinking about
interfering with the
futures market? You
bet. Even the Biden
administration consid-
ered it in 2022 after
Russia invaded
Ukraine, before realiz-
ing it was too haz-
ardous and unlikely to
succeed. The White
House has already
thrown everything it
can at the problem.
Sure, it can ask
Congress to scrap fed-
eral fuel taxes, as Biden
did in 2022. But that
would take time — and
may ultimately not win
sufficient votes. 

Trump either ends Iran conflict quickly, or

sky-high energy costs will force him to do so

Indian govt is scrambling
to manage LPG shortage

while denying it exists

Who Are the Manufacturers of Fake Fertilizers,

and Why Does the Govt. Remain Silent?

The

farmers allege

that such a massive

fraud could not possi-

bly take place within the

state without the tacit

consent or complicity

of the administra-

tion

What India can learn from the US-Israel war on Iran
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Delhi: India’s gems and jewellery exports rose 3.86
per cent year-on-year to $2,680.79 million (Rs
24,340.05 crore) in February, supported by
exporters expand-
ing into new inter-
national markets,
according to data
released by the
Gem and
Jewellery Export
Promotion Council
(GJEPC).  Exports
from the sector had
stood at $2,581.08
million (Rs
22,460.13 crore) in the same month last year.
However, exports during the current financial year
have remained almost unchanged so far. From April
2025 to February 2026, India’s total gems and jew-
ellery exports stood at $25,933.72 million (Rs
2,28,230.06 crore), slightly higher than $25,915.81
million (Rs 2,18,737.62 crore) recorded during the
same period a year earlier. GJEPC Chairman Kirit
Bhansali said the past year has been challenging for
the global gems and jewellery industry due to fac-
tors such as changing tariff policies in the United
States, geopolitical tensions and shifting consumer
demand in major markets. Despite these challenges,
he said the Indian industry has shown strong
resilience. “Exporters have diversified their markets
and increased their presence in countries such as the
United Arab Emirates and Australia, where free
trade agreements have helped boost business,”
Bhansali stated. Bhansali also said recent changes
in the US tariff framework have provided some
relief to the studded jewellery segment. 

India’s gems and jewellery
exports rise 3.86 pc in Feb

Delhi: The landmark
U.S. oil refinery proj-
ect announced by
President Donald
Trump earlier this
week marks a funda-
mental shift in global
energy dynamics, with
India’s Reliance
Industries—controlled
by Asia’s richest per-
son, Mukesh
Ambani—backing the
deal, according to
Chicago-based
research firm Zacks
Investment Research.
“The strategic rationale
for Reliance’s massive
U.S. bet is deeply
intertwined with cur-
rent geopolitical turbu-
lence,” Zacks wrote in
a research note.
“Global oil supply
chains have become
increasingly precarious
amid the ongoing
geopolitical volatility,
marked by escalating
conflicts in the Middle
East and Trump’s
‘Operation Epic Fury’
targeting Iranian influ-
ence.”

Delhi: With the West Asia cri-
sis escalating and recent
Iranian strikes targeting the
UAE, several IT companies
and global capability centres
(GCCs) have activated their
business continuity plans
(BCPs), introducing measures
such as work-from-home,
travel advisories and tempo-
rary office closures. Amid ris-
ing geopolitical uncertainty,
many tech firms and GCCs are
increasingly relying on India
as a stable hub for global oper-
ations. Many are running mir-
ror command centres from
India to ensure operational
continuity during disruptions.
TCS, which has over 9,000
employees across the Middle
East and Africa (MEA) region,
has asked its staffers to work
remotely. The company has
activated a call tree.

Firms return to WFH, as Iran targets UAE
Delhi: HDFC Bank saw
its market valuation
erode by Rs 61,715
crore this week as a
sharp sell-off in equities
dragged down the com-
bined market capitalisa-
tion of India’s top-10
companies by Rs 4.48
lakh crore. The decline
came during a turbulent
week for the stock mar-
ket when the benchmark
indices, BSE Sensex and
NSE Nifty 50, witnessed
steep losses. Rising
crude oil prices and
growing concerns over
inflation, along with the
widening conflict in
West Asia, dampened
investor sentiment and
triggered heavy selling
across sectors. During

the week, the Sensex
plunged 4,354.98 points,
or 5.51 per cent, while
the Nifty dropped
1,299.35 points, or 5.31
per cent. Among the
country’s most valued
companies, HDFC Bank
was one of the biggest
losers. Its market
declined by Rs
61,715.32 crore, taking
its total valuation down
to Rs 12,57,391.76
crore. Public sector
lender State Bank of
India suffered the steep-

est decline in valuation,
with its market capitali-
sation falling by Rs
89,306.22 crore to Rs
9,66,261.05 crore.
Financial services major
Bajaj Finance also saw a
sharp erosion of Rs
59,082.49 crore in its
valuation, which
dropped to Rs
5,32,053.54 crore. The
market value of IT giant
TCS declined by Rs
53,312.52 crore to Rs
8,72,067.63 crore.
Meanwhile, the valua-
tion of ICICI Bank fell
by Rs 42,205.04 crore to
Rs 8,97,844.78 crore,
while telecom major
Bharti Airtel lost Rs
38,688.78 crore in mar-
ket value.

Delhi: The Ministry
of
Information &
Broadcasting has
issued a notice to
messaging platform
Telegram, asking it to
remove pirated
movies and OTT con-
tent from its platform.
The move comes after
complaints from
streaming services,
including JioCinema
and Amazon Prime
Video, alleging wide-
spread copyright
infringement.
Government sources

revealed that a total
of 3,142 Telegram
channels were identi-
fied as distributing
illegal content,
including films and
OTT shows, prompt-
ing action under the
Information 
Technology Act,
2000.   The changes,
which take effect
from November 15,
2025, aim to make
online platforms more
accountable for
unlawful content.
Rule 3(1) (d) now
requires intermedi-
aries to remove ille-
gal content in a trans-
parent, proportionate,
and accountable man-

ner upon receiving
notification from the

government or a
court.  

Govt. asks Telegram to
remove pirated content

Delhi: India plans to
unveil a more than 1 tril-
lion rupee ($10.8 billion)
fund aimed at bolstering
domestic chipmaking,
advancing its ambitious
bid to become a global
manufacturing hub. The
fund, which will provide
subsidies for chip design
projects, manufacturing
equipment and supply
chain development, may
be launched in two to
three months, people
familiar with the matter
said, asking not to be
named as the plan isn't
yet public. The plan is
still under discussion and
may change. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is trying to accelerate
India's chip campaign,
which is in early stages

with just a handful of
major projects under-
way. Governments
around the world are
ramping up support for
their chip industries to
become more self-sus-
taining and fulfill rising
demand from developers
of everything from AI
and smartphones to cars
and appliances. India's
push, though smaller in
scale, is similar to the
$52 billion US Chips and
Science Act that funds
local chipmaking capaci-
ty. 

Delhi: India's meat
exporters are facing logis-
tics disruptions and
sharply rising freight
costs due to the ongoing
West Asia conflict, even
as demand from the
region remains largely
stable, industry represen-
tatives said. Secretary
general of the All India
Meat & Livestock
Exporters Association
(AIMLEA), RK Boyal,

that exporters do not see
any major drop in
demand so far, but the
biggest concern is the
surge in shipping costs.
"Freight rates have gone
up significantly, with
marine container charges

rising sharply in a very
short span of time. Such
sudden spikes are quite
concerning for exporters
and make planning ship-
ments extremely diffi-
cult," he said. Gulzeb
Ahmed of HMA Group, a
prominent exporter to
West Asia, said the Feb to
April period is usually the
peak demand season, but
shipments and new orders
slowed due to the crisis.

Ambani Backing U.S. Refinery Deal

Shows Shifting Energy Dynamics

HDFC Bank Loses Rs 61,715
Crore In Market Value

India plans new 1 lakh crore 

fund to support local chipmaking

Delhi: Seeking to
ensure a steady supply
to domestic consumers
exclusively availing liq-
uefied petroleum gas
(LPG) amid the impact
on imports due to ten-
sions in West Asia, the
government on (March
14, 2026) mandated
that individuals with a
piped natural gas
(PNG) connection will
neither be allowed to
obtain a new LPG con-
nection nor retain an
existing additional con-
nection of liquefied
petroleum gas. The
amended supply order
also bars them from
obtaining any refill.

The amendments also
include safeguards to
ensure senior-level
responsibility, clear
identification of unlaw-
ful material, and peri-
odic review of govern-

ment directions.
Streaming platforms
have increasingly com-
plained about piracy,
which they say affects
revenue and content
creators’ rights. 

The amendments include safe-

guards to ensure responsibility

The notice from the
MIB signals the govern-
ment’s intention to
crack down on illegal
content distribution and
hold platforms responsi-
ble for timely removal
of such material.
Review by MeitY found
the need for stricter

measures to enhance
online safety, security,
and accountability for
intermediaries, includ-
ing social media and
messaging platforms.
Telegram is expected to
comply with the notice
by removing pirated
content .

Govt. intention to crack down

on illegal content distribution 

Government bars PNG users from 
retaining or refilling LPG connections

delhi: The National
Highways Authority of
India (NHAI)
announced a marginal
increase in the fee for
the FASTag annual pass
for the financial year
2026–27. The annual
pass fee has been
revised to 3,075 from

the existing 3,000, with
the new rate set to take
effect from April 1,

2026, the Ministry of
Road Transport and
Highways said in a
statement. According to
NHAI, the revision has
been carried out in
accordance with the
provisions of the
National Highways Fee
(Determination of Rates

and Collection) Rules,
2008. 

The FASTag annual
pass, introduced on
Independence Day,
August 15, 2025, has
gained traction among
private vehicle owners,
with over 56 lakh users
currently availing the

facility.
The pass is avail-

able for eligible non-
commercial vehicles
with a valid FASTag
and can be used at
around 1,150 toll plazas
across national high-
ways and expressways
in India.

FASTag Annual Pass Fee Raised to Rs 3075 for FY27 : NHAI

Trump announced on
his Truth Social plat-
form that America First
Refining would con-
struct a new oil refinery
at the Port of
Brownsville, Texas.
"This is a historic $300
billion dollar deal - the
biggest in U.S. history,"
Trump wrote. "Thank
you to our partners in
India, and their largest
privately held energy
company, Reliance, for
this tremendous 
Investment," he said. 
Trump did not provide
details of the project,
which would be the
first new oil refinery to
be constructed in the

U.S. in 50 years. Zacks
said the project
includes “a 20-year
agreement for Reliance
to process and distrib-
ute American shale oil,
strengthening the India-
based conglomerate’s
presence in the U.S.
energy sector.”
Reliance did not reply
to Forbes Asia’s
emailed request for
comments.

It received a nine-fig-
ure investment from a
global company at a 10-
figure valuation last
month, along with a
binding 20-year offtake
deal to buy and process
U.S. shale oil.

Further, the order states
that individuals having
both LPG and natural gas
connections at present
“immediately surrender
their domestic LPG con-
nection”. The order
comes amid imports of
cooking gas being affect-
ed because of the closure
of the Strait of Hormuz
amid the ongoing ten-
sions in West Asia. For
context, India imports
about 60% of its overall
cooking gas require-
ments. Of this, around
90% is routed through the

Strait of Hormuz. It is
also essential to note that
the Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas, in two
separate maintenance
orders, had directed that
all propane and butane,
among other streams, be
utilised to spur the pro-
duction of cooking gas.
LPG is a mixture of
propane and butane. The
orders had also directed
that public sector oil mar-
keting companies ensure
that these supplies are
directed to domestic LPG
consumers.

'' Individuals having both LPG and gas

connections “immediately surrender

their domestic LPG connection”

This is a historic $300 billion dollar deal

- the biggest in U.S. history: Trump

"We are also coordinating
closely with local authorities
and the Indian embassies to
track developments and will
continue to provide timely
updates as the situation
evolves," the company. Infosys
has introduced tighter travel
restrictions The company said
only critical travel will be per-
mitted for now, with group
meetings, events, offsites and
conferences currently restricted
JPMorgan, Goldman Sachs and
Standard Chartered have asked
their employees to work from
home, among others. Vikram
Ahuja, co-founder of ANSR,
said organisations that were in
the middle of setting up or
expanding GCCs in the region.

"We are also coordi-
nating closely with
local authorities ''

Addressing reporters at
an inter-ministerial
briefing Sujata Sharma,
Joint Secretary at the
Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas
(MoPNG), said that
production of cooking
gas has increased by

about 31% as of date
since the government
instituted the supply
maintenance orders.
Ms. Sharma told that a
total of 29 States and
UT have already start-
ed disbursing commer-
cial cylinders. 

Production of cooking gas has

increased by about 31%: Ministry 

"If the situation persists, we
could actually see an accelera-
tion of GCC ramp-ups in India
as a stable anchor," he said.
After Infosys, Cognizant has
encouraged employees to adopt
BYOF (Bring Your Own Food)
wherever feasible, to reduce
reliance on office cafeterias
while it monitors the evolving
situation linked to the West Asia
crisis. Cognizant has pre-identi-
fied alternate food vendors that

do not rely on commercial LPG.
The company said the current
situation does not indicate an
immediate disruption but could
evolve into a prolonged period
of operational pressure.
Transport services are another
area being closely monitored.
Email to employees noted a
"moderate risk of service strain"
in commute operations due to
fuel cost escalation impacting
cab and shuttle vendors.

Cognizant has pre-identified alternate food vendors 

Rising shipping costs worry meat exporters

That effort helped kick-
start India's chip journey,
drawing companies like
US memory maker
Micron Technology Inc.,
which is establishing an
assembly facility in west-
ern Gujarat state. Indian
salt-to-software conglom-
erate Tata Group is also
building a semiconductor
fabrication plant in
Modi's home state of
Gujarat, along with a sep-
arate chip packaging unit.
Several other ventures
tied to chip manufactur-
ing and packaging,
including Foxconn
Technology Group's test
and assembly facility.

Tata Group is also
building a semi-
conductor plant
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