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Jhunsi. Thieves targeted an empty house in
Devnagar (Sangam Lal Ki Bagiya) in the
police station area and stole jewelry worth
lakhs of rupees. The incident occurred while
the family was attending a wedding.Arvind
Kumar, a resident of Devnagar, had locked his
house with his family on Saturday and gone to
a relative's wedding. Late at night, the thieves
took advantage of the situation, broke the main
door lock, and entered the house. They then
stole valuable gold and silver jewelry, includ-
ing necklaces, chains, anklets, and other items
kept in the cupboard and fled.When the family
returned on Sunday morning, they were
shocked to find the lock of the house broken.
Upon entering, they found the items scattered
and the cupboard empty. The police were
immediately informed of the incident.The vic-
tim's wife, Deepika Bharti, has filed a written
complaint at the police station, demanding
action. Police arrived at the scene, conducted
an investigation, and questioned people nearby.
The station in-charge stated that an investiga-
tion is underway based on the complaint, and
the incident will be revealed soon. 

Auto sank into pond, six-
year-old girl saved by shop-
keepers' presence of mind
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Jhunsi. A major tragedy was averted in the
New Jhunsi area on Saturday. An auto rick-
shaw parked in a deep pond in front of the
sugar mill parking lot suddenly rolled over and
fell into the water. A six-year-old girl playing
in the auto rickshaw also began drowning. The
prompt action of onlookers saved the innocent
girl's life.According to reports, the auto rick-
shaw was parked near the pond. Meanwhile,
six-year-old Rashi, who was playing nearby,
climbed onto the auto. While playing, the auto
suddenly lost balance and plunged straight into
the pond. Seeing the auto slam into the water,
panic gripped the surrounding area.Seeing the
girl drowning, Sunil Chauhan and Magru, who
were at nearby shops, jumped into the pond
without delay. After a great deal of effort, they
pulled her out. According to eyewitnesses, the
girl was completely submerged in water for
some time, leaving everyone gasping for
breath.The police, who arrived on the scene,
also assessed the situation. Outpost in-charge
Harishankar Mishra stated that the girl is safe
and has been returned to her family. Efforts are
underway to retrieve the auto that sank in the
pond.Locals have praised the bravery of the
two young men, whose promptness saved the
life of an innocent child.

Lucknow

Uttar Pradesh At the call of Senior
Aam Aadmi Party leader and Rajya
Sabha MP Sanjay Singh, the Aam
Aadmi Party held simultaneous
protests at the district headquarters
of all districts in Uttar Pradesh,
including Lalitpur, Ghaziabad,
Bahraich, Baghpat, Jalaun,
Muzaffarnagar, Chandauli, Varanasi,
Agra, Badaun, Mainpuri, Meerut,
Kanpur, Moradabad and Saharanpur,
calling the alleged trade deal
between Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and US President Donald
Trump a direct attack on the nation's
sovereignty, the interests of farmers,
small businesses and ordinary citi-
zens. In this connection, prominent
Aam Aadmi Party leaders, office
bearers and workers, led by
Lucknow District President Iram
Rizvi, held a strong protest at the
Health Building intersection in
Lucknow and submitted a memoran-
dum to the President. During the
Protest, a Clash broke out between
the workers and the Police. Later, the
Police arrested all the workers and
took them to Eco Garden. Police
removed the turban of AAP Auto
Wing State President Preet Pal
Saluja, an insult to the entire Sikh
community and unacceptable. The
party alleges that this agreement is a
conspiracy to open the Indian agri-
cultural market to American inter-
ests, stop the purchase of cheap oil

from Russia, impose trade inequality
and mortgage the country self-
respect and it must be immediately
canceled.During this interaction,
District President Iram Rizvi said,
"Prime Minister Modi has signed the
death warrant for the country farm-
ers by opening India agricultural
market to American farmers. We will
not tolerate this! This is not a trade
deal, but a threat deal. Under the
new trade deal, the US will impose
an 18 percent tax on Indian Products,
while allowing American agricultural
Products tax-free entry into India,
thereby inflicting injustice on mil-
lions of farmers. The Modi govern-
ment, under American Pressure, has
signed the death warrant for Indian
farmers. Will the government explain
why the country self-respect is being
mortgaged to America?The govern-
ment is mortgaging the country
farmers and self-respect to America
to Protect its own Personal interests

and those of Adani and Ambani!
This compromise on the interests of
the country food Providers will not
be tolerated at all."Iram Rizvi said
that instead of buying cheap oil from
an old friend like Russia, the govern-
ment has decided to buy expensive
oil worth ?80,000 crore from the US
and Venezuela. The common people
will have to bear the brunt of this
huge expenditure. Whose Pockets
was this deal intended to fill? If
India buys oil from Russia, America
will impose a 25% tax. Isn't this a
compromise on the country sover-
eignty? Are we thieves? Are we dis-
honest that America will keep sur-
veillance on us? We abandoned our
old friend Russia at America's behest
and what did our traders get in
return? Sanjay Singh said that many
games are being Played behind this
trade deal. Why is the media, which
yesterday called Trump the worst
man in the world, now echoing his

words? What is being hidden behind
the 'undisclosed'
Conditions?Meanwhile, Lucknow
District President Iram Rizvi said
that the central Modi government
has ordered oil refineries to buy oil
from America, not Russia. This order
came after threats from US President
Trump. Today, the entire country is
questioning Prime Minister Narendra
Modi: Who is Trump to tell India
what to buy from whom? What com-
pulsion is Modi under that he is
agreeing to everything Trump
says?Iram Rizvi said that under US
pressure, India stopped buying cheap
oil from Russia, saving the country
?1,53,000 crore. Can India no longer
make its own decisions? Why is our
sovereignty and self-respect being
compromised? The condition of not
buying oil from a traditional friend
like Russia is an insult to India
Sovereignty. Outgoing General
Secretary Dinesh Patel said, "18%
tax on Indian Clothing and 0% on
Bangladeshi clothing? What kind of
trade deal is this? Modi has lowered
India's reputation, placing it below
countries like Uganda, Venezuela,
Ghana and Bangladesh. Is the Prime
Minister under pressure from corrup-
tion allegations against Adani and
the shocking revelations in the
'Epstein Files', making foreign visits
and agreements?" Why the silence
on the "Epstein Files" and US
threats? Stop resorting to emotions
instead of answering in the House.
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Prayagraj. The Magh
Mela 2026, currently
underway in the
Sangam city of
Prayagraj, concluded
with the final
Mahashivratri bathing
festival. On Sunday, a
huge crowd of devo-
tees gathered at all the
major ghats, including
the Triveni Sangam.
The entire fair area

reverberated with
chants of "Har Har
Bam Bam."According
to the fair administra-
tion, by late evening,
more than 4 million
devotees had taken a
holy dip at all 24
ghats. Over 220 mil-
lion devotees have
bathed during the 44-
day Magh
Mela.Devotees began
arriving at the various
ghats of the Triveni
Sangam from the early

hours of the morning.
Bathing and worship
continued throughout
the day at the Triveni
Sangam, Daraganj,
Dashashwamedh,
Arail, Jhunsi, and
Phaphamau, among
other ghats. Devotees
also performed charity
after bathing.
According to
astrologers, this year's
Mahashivratri festival
was even more fruitful
due to the special

alignment of planets
and stars. Donating
food, clothing, and
gold was emphasized
to be of particular
importance.The
administration had
made extensive prepa-
rations for the final
bathing festival. Tight
security arrangements
were in place. ATS
commandos were
deployed alongside
UP Police, PAC, and
RAF personnel. 400

CCTV cameras,
including over 150 AI
cameras, were
installed to monitor
the fair.

Senior police
and administrative
officials remained on
ground zero through-
out the day.Mela
Officer Rishiraj stated
that with this sixth
and final bathing festi-
val of Mahashivratri,
the Magh Mela 2026
officially concluded.

All necessary arrange-
ments were made for
the convenience of
devotees, and officials
remained on constant
patrol.
Mela SP Neeraj
Pandey stated that
after the final bath,
police personnel on
fair duty would be
withdrawn in a phased
manner. Deployment
of various sector and
water police will con-
tinue as needed.

The Magh Mela concludes after the
Mahashivratri bath, with a large crowd

gathering at the ghats, with 4 million
devotees taking a holy dip

Ghaziabad 

As Directed by Ghaziabad

Municipal Commissioner

Vikramaditya Singh Malik,

Paintings depicting the 12

Jyotirlinga temples have

been painted on the road

leading to the Dudheshwar

Nath Math Temple. The

Thakurdwara flyover,

which is on the route to the

Dudheshwar Nath Temple,

has been painted by the

Municipal Corporation

team with paintings depict-

ing the 12 Jyotirlinga tem-

ples and four Shiva Dhams

on the flyover Pillars. The

Paintings are so captivating

and captivating that the

road appears completely

Shiva-filled.The Paintings

depicting Shiva temples

Painted by the Ghaziabad

Municipal Corporation on

the road leading to the

ancient Math Temple

Dudheshwar Nath Prior to

the Mahashivratri festival

are vibrant and are being

Praised by residents and

devotees passing by. The

efforts of the Ghaziabad

Municipal Corporation are

infusing the city with

Shiva. In the same

sequence, Ghaziabad

Municipal Corporation is

also carrying out amazing

and attractive Painting

work at many Places in

other cities. 

The Painting work on

Thakurdwara Road is

enhancing the beauty of the

city and the Paintings of

Lord Shankar made along

with the Shiva temples are

also being liked by the

devotees. Along with the

four Dhams Yamunotri,

Gangotri, Kedarnath,

Badrinath the 12

Jyotirlingas Somnath,

Mallikarjuna,

Mahakaleshwar,

Omkareshwar, Kedarnath,

Kashi Vishwanath,

Bhimashankar

Trimbakeshwar

Ghrishneshwar, Vaidyanath,

Rameshwaram, Nageshwar

have been depicted in a

wonderful manner through

Painting.

AAP Workers Staged a Massive Statewide
Protest against the Modi-Trump trade Deal

Ghaziabad is filled with Shiva on Mahashivratri

with the Municipal Corporation stunning and

Captivating Paintings

Family members were away

at a wedding, thieves broke

into an empty house and stole

jewelry worth lakhs of rupees
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Prayagraj. A sea of devotees

thronged the Loknath Temple

located at Loknath Temple

Chowk in Prayagraj on the occa-

sion of Mahashivratri. Long

queues of devotees began forming

as early as Brahmamuhurta in the

morning, continuing until late at

night. The entire area echoed with

chants of "Har Har Mahadev" and

"Bam Bam Bhole."Devotees per-

formed the ritualistic Jalabhishek

and Dudhbhishek of Lord Shiva.

The temple premises were deco-

rated with attractive flowers and

colorful lights. Devotees offered

Belpatra (Bael leaves), Datura

(sweet flowers), fruits, flowers,

and Prasad (blessings), praying

for the happiness and prosperity

of their families.Temple priest

Gauri Shankar Ji explained that

Mahashivratri is celebrated as the

sacred wedding ceremony of Lord

Shiva and Goddess Parvati. Night

vigils and Rudrabhishek hold spe-

cial significance on this day. He

said that the wishes of devotees

who observe a fast and perform

Jalabhishek with devotion are ful-

filled.In view of the large crowds,

the local administration made spe-

cial security and traffic arrange-

ments. Volunteers assisted in

ensuring orderly darshan for the

devotees. Bhajans, kirtans, and

chanting of mantras continued

throughout the day in the temple

premises, maintaining a devotion-

al atmosphere. 

Devotees throng Loknath Temple on Shivratri
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Ghazipur. On the occasion of
Mahashivratri, it seemed as if
Lord Shiva himself was illu-
minating the atmosphere with
his divine presence in the
urban and rural areas of the
district. From streets to ghats,
from temples to markets, the
sky-piercing chants of "Har
Har Mahadev" and "Bol Bam"
resounded everywhere.A large
crowd of devotees lined up at
Mahahar Dham since early
morning, eager to offer water
to Lord Shiva. The ancient
Someshwar Mahadev Temple,
located in the
Muhammadabad city area,
fondly referred to as
Mahadeva by devotees,
remained the center of devo-
tion on this occasion. Long
queues of devotees began
moving towards the temple
from around 3 a.m. A short
distance from the temple, a
flood of devotees thronged
the banks of the sacred
Ganges. Unmindful of the bit-
ter cold and dark dawn, devo-
tees took a dip in the Ganges
to purify their bodies and
minds. As soon as they
emerged from the water, their
lips automatically chanted
"Har Har Mahadev," filling
the entire atmosphere with

Shiva.After bathing in the
Ganges, devotees were seen
carrying water, Bel leaves,
Datura, and flowers towards
the Mahadeva Temple. The
temple courtyard was fragrant
with the light of lamps and
the aroma of incense and
aarti. Amid the melodious
sound of bells and chanting of

mantras, devotees performed
the ritualistic Jalabhishek
(water consecration) and
prayed for the happiness and
prosperity of their families,
society, and nation. Many
devotees had tears of devo-
tion in their eyes—it was an
ocean of faith in which every-
one immersed themselves,

finding spiritual peace.A
grand Shiva procession was
also organized in the city on
this auspicious occasion,
bringing a festive atmosphere
to the entire area. Beginning
from the Hanuman Temple in
Shahinda, the Shiva proces-
sion passed through the city's
main streets, accompanied by

attractive tableaux, decorated
chariots, hymns, kirtans, and
the resounding beats of
drums. Artists, dressed as the
adoring followers of Lord
Shiva, captivated everyone in
the wedding procession.
When the scene of the divine
marriage of Lord Shiva and
Goddess Parvati was present-

ed, devotees were over-
whelmed with emotion, wit-
nessing the transcendental
moment. Many elderly people
described it as the best of
their lives, while the youth
saw it as an opportunity to
connect with their cultural
roots.A fair held in the vast
grounds of Mahadeva added
color and vibrancy to this
spiritual festival. Crowds
flocked to the shops selling
prasad, puja materials, toys,
and local delicacies. The
laughter of children and the
melodious sound of bhajans
and kirtans created an atmos-
phere as if the entire city had
joined in a divine celebra-
tion.This age-old tradition
once again proved the deep
roots of faith. The presence of
millions of devotees con-
veyed the message that the
spirit of faith, devotion, and
collective celebration remains
as strong in Indian culture
today. This night of
Mahashivratri was not just a
festival, but a living symbol
of self-purification, collective
unity, and spiritual awaken-
ing. The cheers echoing
throughout the area and the
glow of the lamps seemed to
be declaring that as long as
faith is alive, the light of cul-
ture will never dim.

On the auspicious occasion of

Mahashivratri, the entire region was filled

with faith, devotion, and spiritual energy

Akhand Bharat
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Jhunsi Prayagraj. A
unique confluence of
devotion and music
was witnessed on
Sunday at the
Nageshwar Mahotsav
held in the Nageshwar
Temple premises at
Chhatnag. Held for the
11th consecutive year,
the festival filled the
entire complex with
Shiva's tune, "Bam
Bam Bol Raha Hai
Kashi." Devotees were
seen dancing to the
hymns throughout the
program, which contin-
ued late into the night.
One of the best
hymns was presented
Prayag's pride gem and
renowned bhajan
singer Surya Prakash
Dubey, who came from
Mumbai, immediately
filled the stage with
devotion. He per-

formed popular bhajans
such as "Mera Bhola
Hai Bhandari," "Hey
Shambhu Baba Mere
Bholenath," "Bring
milk from the entire
village and bathe the
Pindi," and "Mangal
Bhavan Amangal

Hari." Devotees
clapped and danced to
the rhythm of the
hymns.Singer Lakshmi
ji also captivated the
audience with her
melodious voice. 

The atmos-
phere was filled with

devotion, echoing the
name of Shiva through-
out the performance.
Attractive
Decorations and a
Large Crowd
The temple complex
was decorated with
elaborate lighting and
decorations for the fes-
tival. 
A large crowd de
votees attended. The
organizing committee's
meticulous arrange-
ments ensured a peace-
ful conclusion.
Organizers Honored
At the end of the pro-
gram, Amit Tripathi
and Dr. Preeti, director
of Preeti Hospital, the
organizer and sponsor,
honored the artists.
They stated that the
Nageshwar Festival
will be held in a
grander format each
year, ensuring devotees
continue to enjoy
devotional music. 

DCP Ganganagar and ADCP
Ganganagar arrived to review
the fair and conducted a sur-
prise inspection of the fair.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Tharwai. On this sacred festival
of devotion, a large number of
devotees visited every Shiva tem-
ple for darshan, and the ritual of
offering water continued uninter-
rupted. Similarly, Pandeshwar
Nath Dham, also known as Padila
Dham, located in Ganganagar,
Prayagraj district, witnessed the
procession of devotees offering
water to the Shiva temple from
dawn on this devotional festival
of Mahashivratri.

A sufficient police
force was deployed throughout
the temple complex and the fair
area. ACP Tharwai Arun Parashar,
Inspector Tharwai Santosh Kumar
Pandey, and police forces from
several police stations were
deployed at the fair. ACP Tharwai
stated that additional police

forces have been deployed along
with the Tharwai and Phaphamau
police stations. DCP Ganganagar
Kuldeep Singh Gunawat and
ADCP Ganganagar Pushkar
Verma, who reached the spot, also
remained engaged in the security
arrangements of the fair and kept
a close watch on the cleanliness
arrangements, due to which vol-
unteers were continuously
engaged in the cleaning arrange-
ments of the sanctum sanctorum
of the temple. Along with this, a
large number of police personnel
were deployed, due to which the
visiting devotees could have
smooth darshan. 

More than lakhs of
devotees reached Pandeshwar
Nath Dham and had darshan of
Lord Shiva. Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police
Ganganagar Pushkar Verma and
ACP Tharwai were themselves
present in the security arrange-
ments of the fair and remained
continuously engaged in the secu-
rity arrangements.

A large crowd of devotees gath-

ered for Mahashivratri; the

police force remained engaged

in security arrangements

A beautiful evening of devotion
was held at Nageshwar Mahadev
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Prayagraj. While millions of devotees
are taking a holy dip in the Sangam on
the occasion of Shivratri in Prayagraj,
the divisional-level Khadi and Village
Industries Exhibition organized by the
Uttar Pradesh Khadi and Village
Industries Board at the Parade Ground,
Triveni Road, is also attracting a large
crowd. Devotees are purchasing Khadi
and Village Industries products in large

numbers at this exhibition, held as part
of the Magh Mela
2026.District/Regional Village
Industries Officer Jawahar Lal
informed that the exhibition will con-
clude on February 16, 2026. A grand
Khadi fashion show will be organized
before the closing ceremony at 6 p.m.
Models from across the state will walk
the ramp in Khadi garments, showcas-
ing traditional and modern designs.
The aim is to promote the traditional

arts and crafts of Khadi and popularize
Khadi among the youth.The fashion
show will be directed by Arvind Yadav
and his team. Around 20 models will
participate in the event. Choreography
will be done by Akanksha Verma,
while renowned costume designer
Anuj Kapoor will also be involved.A
total of 210 stalls have been set up for
Khadi institutions and village industry
units in the exhibition. Khadi institu-
tions from the state as well as

Jharkhand, Bihar, West Bengal,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Himachal
Pradesh, and Uttarakhand are display-
ing and selling their products at these
stalls. Various garments, including cot-
ton, woolen, silk, and poly khadi fab-
rics, are available here.According to
officials, sales worth more than 10.75
crore rupees have been made at the
exhibition so far. Various departmental
officers and employees were also pres-
ent during the event. 

Crowds flock to Khadi Exhibition on Shivratri, to 

conclude with a fashion show on February 16

Surya Prakash Dubey's bhajans captivated the audience, and the name of
Shiva echoed late into the night.
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Every once in a while, there will
be news items and columns on
the state of employment in
India. Some of this is ill-
informed, based on old or unre-
liable data. Essentially, there
are three sources of data on
employment: (1) Household-
based surveys; (2)
Establishment-based surveys;
and (3) Administrative data. (I
am leaving out private surveys.)
These are the three official
sources of data. EPFO, ESIC,
and NPS are examples of
administrative data. For
instance, in 2022–23, almost 14
million net members were
added to EPFO. Is this a meas-

ure of new job creation? For
various reasons, it isn’t. As an
example, the moment an
establishment crosses the
threshold of 20 workers, all of it
gets counted as a net addition.
Administrative payroll data are
indicators of formalisation, not
employment. Establishment-
based surveys are ASI by MoSPI
(Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation)
and QES by MoLE (I wish peo-
ple would stop using this
acronym for the Ministry of
Labour and Employment). In an
informal economy like India,
where there are usually no
clear employer-employee rela-

tionships, unlike in more
advanced countries, I am scep-
tical about establishment-
based surveys telling us much
about employment. Don’t get
me wrong. They do tell us
something about demand for
employment and, potentially,
about skills and their lack. At
present, both the Annual
Survey of Industries (ASI) and
the Quarterly Employment
Survey (QES) have biases.
Agriculture is a different propo-
sition. But even outside of agri-
culture, neither is comprehen-
sive in coverage. Both can be
streamlined and improved, and
time lags can be reduced.

Outside of agriculture, until the
Indian economy changes dra-
matically, I think there is no get-
ting away from household-
based surveys. This means the
Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS). We can complain about
PLFS: The quarterly estimates
only cover urban India, not
rural. It is annual or quarterly,
and why can’t it be monthly,
like the Current Population
Survey (CPS) in the US?To emu-
late the US, data collection
would have to move from per-
sonal interviews to personal
interviews spliced with tele-
phone interviews. Is that feasi-
ble? In the US.

Over the years, democracy has come to mean
many things, often abstract and distorted, espe-
cially used to invoke a necessary “value” of the
global order. Such a “value” has depended upon
a few aspects: economic and military hard
power and alignment with Western interests. As
India finally announced its democracy rankings,
nations that depend on using inaccurate “expert
opinions” to subvert data raised a hue and cry.
Domestically, there is a cohort that disagrees
with the idea of such rankings and argues one of
two ideas: That the collective West has more
expertise in deciding such rankings and must be
unchallenged;That India and other nations can
eschew Western validation and need not care
about the rankings and other indices.The first is
a group that believes in Western supremacy and
has formed the ideological collaborator class of
any foreign group that has sought to “govern”
as a euphemism for colonisation by other
means. This is reflected in their calling directly
for foreign interference regarding India’s
domestic policy setting and makes no bones
about their preference for externalised deci-
sion-making. This is not a group with the inter-
ests of Indian citizens at heart, seeking only to
maintain their position as an intellectual and
social elite, watching self-righteously from atop
a high horse made of colonial dreams. As such,
malintent entails that their ideas cannot pertain
significantly to the will of the people of the
country. The second group is made of those
with well-intentioned naivete. A little knowl-
edge would go a long way in explaining an eco-
nomic, and otherwise, interconnected world.
The fact that interests and debt ceilings on
investments and loans are dependent on credit
ratings and indices such as these need us to be
concerned about them. Moreover, they create a
legacy for judgment by other nations we inter-
act with. At its peak of wealth, knowledge and
value creation, Bharat stood as a beacon, invit-
ing engagement, not insularity, and not content
in hubris. That is a later doing, a subject of an
era of turmoil preventing recognition of a
national conscience underlying its diversity. For
an endeavour such as a democracy index to fill
a void in data and not in propaganda, the rank-
ings need to take into consideration several true
indicators of the values that define self-gover-
nance. To prevent further distortions, though, it
is necessary to reiterate what democracy means
– governance by the representatives of all citi-
zens. The universal adult franchise is the most
inclusive indicator of true democracy and a
basic pre-requisite. Other parameters aid in
measuring the refinement of processes that
allow for universal franchises to be executed
during elections. The below parameters offer a
relevant set of data that measures people’s par-
ticipation in governance and are significant in
calculating the functioning of democracy in a
nation: Women voting percentage: Women
form a major part of the population, and yet,
across the world, have been kept away from the
ballot system for socio-cultural reasons. Their
participation determines the freedom of a
notable part of the population to implement
universal franchises.
Voter percentage: A clear determinant of a
population’s participation in the democratic
exercise, voter turnout in percentage terms is a
necessary parameter for inclusion in such an
index.
Electoral malpractices (such as poll-related vio-
lence, ballot stuffing, coercion regarding
voting choice etc.): The prevention
of exercising individual freedom
of choice in electing one’s rep-
resentative through safe and
secret exercise of ballot
options is a hindrance
towards an exercise in democ-
racy.

Ever since ancient times, mil-
itary officers have been
employed in foreign lands as
part of a politico-military
approach to national security
to safeguard national inter-
ests. There are references to
such a role in Kautilya’s
Arthashastra, in the history of
the pre-Judean era, and in
Roman history. In those
times, the role of military offi-
cers was largely focused on
spying. In the 17th century,
when the Prussians found
ambassadorial reports nei-
ther sufficiently detailed nor
updated for the purpose of
decision making in war, they
began to employ generals in
diplomatic assignments.
Napoleon frequently used
generals as ambassadors. By
the mid-nineteenth century,
most European powers were
assigning military officers to
foreign countries, and in
1857, these military officers
were designated as military
attaches and given diplomatic
status.In more recent times,
defence diplomacy has
emerged as one of the most
important tools of military
statecraft. The term “defence
diplomacy” was perhaps first
used by the United Kingdom’s
Ministry of Defence (MoD) to
consolidate a bouquet of mil-
itary activities being conduct-
ed by the MoD.Although
there is  no universally
accepted definition of
defence diplomacy, it is gen-
erally considered the nonvio-
lent use of a state’s defence

apparatus to advance the
strategic aims of a govern-
ment through cooperation
with other countries.
Typically, the term includes
activities such as officer
exchanges, ship visits, training
missions, and joint military
exercises 
The significance of defence
diplomacy dimmed for Indian
decision makers post-inde-
pendence, and it was in the
early 1990s that India’s
defence engagement began
to gain momentum. C Raja
Mohan, as late as 2015,
lamented: …India’s military
diplomacy has been severely
limited by the lack of ade-
quate political support and
insufficient coordination
between the armed forces,
the ministry of defence, and
the foreign office. While the
services and the MEA see the
value of leveraging India’s
military strengths, the MoD
has neither the aptitude nor
the institutional capability to
meet the growing interna-

tional demand for defence
cooperation with India.
Fortunately, things have
begun to change. The MoD
and the services are proac-
tively involved in defence
diplomacy, and as of date, the
Indian Army is engaging with
110 countries through
defence cooperation activi-
ties. In 2023, the Indian Army
participated in 39 joint exer-
cises with foreign armies, out
of which it was lead service in
28 exercises.
In addition, the Indian Army
and the US Army co-hosted
the 13th Indo-Pacific Armies
Chiefs Conference (IPACC),
the 47th Indo-Pacific Armies
Management Seminar
(IPAMS), and the 9th Senior
Enlisted Leaders Forum
(SELF). The Army has been
playing a crucial role in pro-
moting multilateralism by
organising the Inaugural
India-Africa Army Chiefs’
Conclave (IACC) and AFINDEX
(2023), themed on
Humanitarian Mine Action &

Peace Keeping Operations.
Several high-level visits were
conducted in 2023 in pursuit
of the objectives of defence
diplomacy.Based on the rec-
ommendations of the MoD’s
Study on Realignment of
Defence Wings, new defence
wings are being established in
Algeria, Ethiopia,
Mozambique, and Poland by
the end of 2024. Reportedly,
new defence wings are also
being established in Armenia,
Djibouti, the Philippines, and
Tanzania. These wings are
being established through
optimisation of the existing
billets of the defence attaches
in countries like Russia and
the United Kingdom.
Although the establishment
of new defence wings is a
welcome development, there
are certain issues that require
institutional attention.
Among the varied tasks the
military attaches would be
undertaking, they would be
expected to help achieve the
target for defence exports set
by the government, facilitate
India’s defence procure-
ments, secure supply chains,
and mitigate causes of
national security risks.
Defence exports require
building a long-term relation-
ship with the importing coun-
tries and their armed forces.
Business also requires special
aptitude, which goes beyond
formal training and the learn-
ing of manuals and proce-
dures. Military attaches are
expected to navigate the

realm of defence business,
which is unlike any other. In
addition, they must be pre-
pared for adverse PR from
inimical interests and busi-
ness competitors. India has
supplied weapon platforms
and radars to Armenia.
Should the war between
Azerbaijan and Armenia flare
up again, Indian systems
would be tested under
extreme conditions. It is pos-
sible there would be some
failures, like those of any
other equipment produced
anywhere in the world. Indian
military attaches must be pre-
pared to face the barrage of
adverse PR in all forms of
media. The character of war-
fare is changing. If the Russia-
Ukraine war is indicative of
the wars of the future, India
must prepare for a protracted
war and secure supply chains
against sanctions and export
control regimes.
The export control measures
imposed by the West on
Russia are, perhaps, the most
stringent applied against a
single country since the Cold
War. 
India may face a similar situa-
tion, which may include
measures aimed at cutting off
high-tech imports, restricting
access to vital technological
inputs, weakening its industri-
al base, and undercutting its
influence on the world stage.
The defence sector may be
subjected to sweeping restric-
tions due to the denial of sen-
sitive technology.

In Manama, the
ancient and the mod-
ern intertwine like
the threads in its
vibrant souqs.
Skyscrapers pierce
the azure sky while
narrow alleyways
whisper tales of a
bygone era. At the
aromatic chaos of the
Bab el-Bahrain Souq,
spices dance with
textiles and shim-
mering pearls hold
the secrets of the
deep. Then, turn a
corner and you will
find yourself trans-
ported to the sereni-
ty of the Al Fateh
Grand Mosque.
Manama is a city of
contrasts, a blend of
tradition and
progress, waiting to
be explored by the
curious traveller. And
the beauty lies in the
fact that you can
experience it in just
72 hours.
Al Fateh Grand
Mosque interiors
No matter how long
you linger in this
Middle Eastern land,
a breakfast extrava-
ganza awaits. As you
step into one of the
city’s cherished cafes,
let the intoxicating
aroma of Bahraini
cuisine envelop you,
a prelude to a
flavour-filled odyssey
that will tantalize
your taste buds and
ignite your spirit for
the day to come. Dive
into the gastronomic
classics by indulging
in the timeless
delights of Balaleet
vermicelli noodles,
the rustic allure of

Khameer and Regag,
alongside the hearty
flavours of Foul Fava
beans and the
savoury embrace of
Samboosa fried pas-
tries. Elevate your
culinary journey with
falafel and shawar-
ma, and don’t forget
to snag some Halwa,
a quintessential
Middle Eastern sweet
sensation.
Among the culinary
havens dotting
Bahrain’s landscape,
seek refuge in
esteemed establish-
ments such as Al
Ameer, renowned for
its culinary finesse;
Emmawash celebrat-
ed for its mastery of
dried shrimp and
mung beans; and
Freej Bin Al Rashdan,
nestled near Dohat
Arad Lagoon, where
the aromas of lamb
machboos and
Bahraini kebabs
beckon the discern-
ing palate. Conclude
your epicurean
odyssey at Haji
Gahwa, nestled with-
in the bustling
enclave of Manama
Souq, where authen-
ticity reigns supreme
and traditional
Bahraini cuisine is
savoured with a gen-

erous sprinkle of her-
itage and charm.
Manama delivers all
the bling you’d
expect from a mod-
ern Arab metropolis
– sleek malls and sky-
scrapers that would-
n’t look out of place
in a sci-fi movie. But
amidst the shiny
veneer, you’ll find
whispers of a charm-
ing past, a reminder
of Manama’s days as
a bustling port. Old
and new coexist with
playful harmony,
most evident in the
legendary Manama
Souq, where ancient
market vibes and the
scents of exotic
spices swirl. Before
you hunt down the
perfect gold bangle
or spice up your culi-
nary repertoire at the
Souq, soak in the his-
tory of Bab Al
Bahrain, the gateway
to Manama’s bustling
souq. 
This venerable arch-
way, erected in 1949,
once held court by
the waterfront but
now finds itself a few
kilometres inland.
Today, it’s a colossal
arch framing a road—
flanked by two small-
er arches for pedes-
trians.

This is unacceptable
with regard to the free-
dom of the seas and a
potential flashpoint for
all, including India,
already plagued by
China.Chinese spy
ships, navy and sub-
marines, constantly ply
in the Malacca Straits
and Andaman/Nicobar
Islands area, the broad-
er Indian Ocean, the
Arabian Sea, and the
Bay of Bengal. This is
aided by Chinese bases
in Sri Lanka at
Hambantota, in
Bangladesh where it
has ostensibly built a
submarine base for it,
from the Maldives,
from the Coco Islands
of Myanmar, farther
afield at Djibouti. India
is helped in guarding
the Indian Ocean area
by the US Navy, plus
the French and British
navies in particular.
ndia, not only partici-
pates in QUAD and the
Malabar Exercises on a

regular basis with other
countries but joins in
the naval exercises in
the South China Sea as
well. It has now opened
two shipyards, in
Kattupalli, near
Chennai, and another
in Cochin, to repair and
service US and British
ships.Ever since the
legendary Ferdinand
Marcos’ son, Ferdinand
Marcos Jr., nick-named
Bongbong in his youth,
came to power, the
Philippines has upped
the ante against
Chinese hegemony.
There is no longer
much effort to appease
China or deal with it
using do-nothing but
hot rhetoric, though
diplomatic and political
dialogue is still main-
tained. The Philippines
is the first foreign coun-
try to order three bat-
teries of Brahmos anti-
ship shore-based
supersonic cruise mis-
siles from India. It has

had its navy personnel
trained in their use by
India. These missiles,
ordered a couple of
years ago, are presently
being delivered and
placed. They are being
deployed to protect
Filipino interests in the
South China Sea. The
Indo-Russian Brahmos,
manufactured in India,
come in air, sea, land
and submarine vari-
ants, and are widely
acknowledged to be
the fastest and most
devastating missiles in
the world. In
November 2023
Japan’s Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida and
Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
began work on a secu-
rity pact 
that would allow the
conduct of joint mili-
tary exercises. Japan
has also agreed to
finance surveillance
radars for the
Philippine Navy.

Finance surveillance radars 

for the Navy

Reimagining democracy:

Why India's call for transpar-

ent rankings rattles the West

Status of Indian job market:

Fact versus fiction

Strategic shield: Need to

recalibrate defence diplomacy

Manama mosaics: 72 hours of her-

itage and history in Bahrain
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Meta releases standalone
AI app to challenge

ChatGPT
Delhi: competing with ChatGPT creator OpenAI

with a standalone AI app. Meta said  that its

new AI assistant will use Llama AI. The Discover

stream shows how others are using the tool

and provides prompts. The AI arms race pits

Meta's new software against ChatGPT and

other AI plat-

forms. Claude,

Grok, and

Gemini from

Anthropic, xAI,

and Google are

also leading

contenders. In

S e p t e m b e r

2023, Meta debuted an AI chatbot as a genera-

tive AI-powered digital assistant that can

respond to user questions and produce graph-

ics in its apps. Meta AI became prominent in

April when it replaced Facebook, Instagram,

WhatsApp, and Messenger's search feature

with a chatbot. Zuckerberg claimed in January

that 2025 “is going to be the year when a high-

ly intelligent and personalized AI assistant

reaches more than 1 billion people, and I

expect Meta AI to be that leading AI assistant.”

Meta finance head Susan Li said Meta AI has

700 million monthly active users in January. It

rose from 600 million in December. Meta

launched a standalone AI app after Google and

Elon Musk's xAI. Both firms released Gemini

and Grok applications recently.   

Delhi : ATM users in India
will incur revised transac-
tion rates starting May 1,
2025, under the RBI's
amended fee regime. The
revisions aim to simplify
ATM usage charges and
promote digital banking for
both financial and non-
financial activities. Under
the new guidelines, metro
consumers will get three
free ATM transactions each
month and non-metro cus-
tomers five.  Free transac-
tions include cash with-
drawals and balance
checks. 
After this limit, banks can

charge Rs 23 per transac-
tion, excluding taxes. This
applies to ATM and CRM
transactions, although CRM

cash deposits are free.
Many big banks have
revised their client policies:
HDFC said, "With effect
from 1st May 2025, the
ATM transaction charge
rate beyond free limits will
be revised from Rs 21 +
taxes to Rs 23 + taxes."

Bank emphasized that only
cash withdrawals at HDFC
Bank ATMs exceeding the
free limit will be charged,
while non-financial transac-
tions are free.  Other banks'
ATMs count both sorts of
transactions toward the
free limit. 

ATM withdrawals cost more: All about the new fees

Delhi: 
Prudential and HCL
Group promoters
announced a separate
health insurance joint
venture. Prudential
Group Holdings,
Prudential's UK affili-
ate, would own 70% of
the joint venture, while
HCL Group promoter
Vama Sundari
Investments will own
30%. HCL founder Shiv
Nadar gave his daugh-
ter Roshni Nadar
Malhotra large shares
in Vama Sundari
Investments, giving her
power. 
Prudential had its first
branch in Kolkata in

1923, making India a
critical market, accord-
ing to CEO Anil
Wadhwani. "Today, we
have a significant pres-
ence with life insurance
and asset management
businesses providing a
comprehensive offer-
ing of insurance and
wealth products,"
Wadhwani. ICICI Bank
has partnered with
Prudential, a FTSE 100

company, for over two
decades in life insur-
ance and asset man-
agement. The
Prudential cooperation
intends to provide
quality health insur-
ance in India, according
to Vama executive
director Shikhar
Malhotra. "Through
this collaboration, we
aim to advance our
common mission to
enhance access to
quality health insur-
ance and drive greater
penetration across the
country," stated. If
approved by regula-
tors, Amar Joshi will
lead the joint venture. 

Delhi : Eternal Ltd.
(previously Zomato)
announced a 77%
drop in overall net
profit to Rs 39 crore
in Q4 FY25 from Rs
175 crore the year
before. Zomato,
which owns Blinkit,
lost 33% of its quar-
terly net profit to Rs
59 crore in October-
December. Overall
expenditures rose
67% to Rs 6,104 crore
from Rs 3,636 crore.
QoQ, costs rose over
10%. Food delivery
company consolidat-
ed income from oper-
ations rose 64% to Rs
5,833 crore from Rs
3,562 crore in the
January-March quar-
ter of the previous
financial year.
Zomato earned Rs
6,201 crore in the
quarter, up from Rs
3,797 the year
before. Its expenses
rose from Rs 3,636
crore to Rs 6,104
crore. Zomato shares
finished at Rs 232.5
on the BSE, up 0.58
percent. According to
its stock exchange fil-
ing, Blinkit opened
294 net new stores in
Q4 and is on track to
reach 2,000 by

December 25.
Deepinder Goyal,
Founder and CEO,
Eternal, said, “We
don't see any long-
term structural rea-
son for this slow-
down, as the funda-
mentals – low pene-
tration of restaurant
food and increasing
urbanisation and per
capita income in India
– remain unchanged.”
The company has sev-
eral promising initia-
tives in the pipeline
and hopes some will
work and lead to
higher growth with-
out compromising
profitability. The
company began
reporting NOV and
GOV for its B2C activ-
ities (food delivery,
rapid commerce, and
going-out) in Q4
FY25.

Zomato's Q4 net profit falls 

77% to Rs 39 crore

Delhi: A government
survey research esti-
mates private business
capital spending will
drop 25% to Rs 4.88
lakh crore in 2025-26
from Rs 6.56 lakh crore
in FY25. The Ministry of
Statistics & Programme
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n ' s
F o r w a r d - L o o k i n g
Survey on Private
Sector CAPEX
Investment Intentions
between November
2024 and January 2025
found that private cor-
porate capex was Rs
3.94 lakh crore in 2021-
22, Rs 5.72 lakh crore in
2022-23, and Rs 4.22
lakh crore in 2023-24.
To establish a fixed
panel, 2,172 firms pro-
vided complete infor-

mation for all five years
of the reference period.
The government said
the aggregated
(unweighted) capex
data from this panel of
firms is credible for
five-year capital expen-
diture trends. Over four
years from 2021-22 to
2024-25, aggregate
capex (unweighted)
increased 66.3%. Of the

3,064 responding com-
panies, 2,172 planned
2025-26 capex. The
data suggests respon-
dents are cautious
when revealing capital
spending plans. The
research advised cau-
tion when interpreting
2025-26 Capex data due
to the conservative
stance and fear of
responding firms.  

Delhi: According to
insiders, as part of the
intended bilateral trade
agreement (BTA), India
is expected to request
that the United States
relax export controls
and provide it with
access to vital tech-
nologies on par with
important American

allies such as Japan,
Australia, and the
United Kingdom.
Furthermore, they
mentioned that India
might be interested in
pursuing these kind of
concessions in the fol-
lowing industries: semi-
conductors, biotech-
nology, artificial intelli-

gence (AI), pharmaceu-
ticals, quantum com-
puting, and telecom
equipment. Textiles,
gems and jewelry,
leather goods, clothing,
plastics, chemicals,
shrimp, oil seeds,
chemicals, grapes, and
bananas are among the
labor-intensive sectors.

The government raises sugar-

cane FRP by 4.41% to Rs 355 per

quintal for 2025-26

Promoters of Prudential, HCL

to form health insurer

Possible goal of India-US trade deal:

equal access to technology

Private sector capex may fall 25% to

Rs 4.88 lakh cr in FY26: Govt survey

Delhi: Individuals and compa-
nies with income up to Rs 50
lakh must file ITR forms 1 and 4
for assessment year (AY) 2025-
26 with the income tax depart-
ment. Anyone with long-term
capital gains up to Rs 1.25 lakh
in a fiscal year can submit ITR-1.
Previously, they had to file ITR-

2. With the notification, individ-
uals, HUFs, corporations with
income up to Rs 50 lakh, and

those with business and profes-
sional incomes in 2024-25
(April-March) can file I-T
returns. ITR Form 1 (Sahaj) and
ITR Form 4 (Sugam) are easier
forms for many small and medi-
um taxpayers. Sahaj can be filed
by a resident with an annual
income of up to Rs 50 lakh from

salary, one residential property,
other sources (interest), and
agricultural income up to Rs
5,000. Individuals, Hindu
Undivided Families (HUFs), and
firms (other than LLPs) with
yearly income up to Rs 50 lakh
and business and profession
revenue can file sugam.

Delhi : Adani
Enterprises Ltd. (AEL),
the flagship firm of the
Adani Group, reported
strong financial results,
with net profit rising
7.5 times to Rs 3,845
crore in Q4 FY25 from
Rs 449 crore in FY24.
Adani Wilmar Ltd.'s
13.5% stake sale in Q4
gave AEL an outstand-
ing gain of Rs 3,946
crore. Revenue rose 2%
to Rs 1,00,365 crore
and consolidated PBT
rose 16% to Rs 6,533
crore in FY25.
Incubating firms' solid
operational perform-
ance drove EBITDA up

26% to Rs 16,722 crore
last fiscal, the company
said. Gautam Adani,
Chairman of Adani
Group, said Adani
Enterprises is establish-
ing firms that will shape
India's infrastructure
and energy sector. Our
scale, speed, and sus-
tainability drove our
strong FY25 success.
The billionaire industri-

alist said disciplined
execution, future-
focused investments,
operational excellence,
innovation, and sus-
tainability drove
impressive develop-
ment across our incu-
bation businesses.
Adani New Industries
Limited (ANIL) began
expanding solar cell
and module operations

for 6 GW in Q4 FY25
with financial
close.Improved realiza-
tion and operational
efficiency drove solar
module sales up 59% to
4,263 MW and greater

EBITDA margins. The
company reported that
ANIL wind business
expanded capacity to
2.25 GW in Q4 FY25
with 5.2 MW, 3.3 MW,
and 3.0 MW WTG.

Q4 Adani Enterprises net profit jumps 7.5x to

Rs 3,845 crore, incubating enterprises thrive

Delhi: The govern-
ment raised the fair
and remunerative
price (FRP) of sugar-
cane by 4.41 percent
to Rs 355 per quintal
for the 2025-26 sea-
son in October.

An official state-
ment said the
Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs
(CCEA) chaired by
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
made this decision
in the interest of
sugarcane farmers.
Sugarcane FRP is Rs
340 per quintal for
2024-25. 
Sugar mills must pay
sugarcane growers
FRP, the minimum
price set by the
Indian government.
I&B Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw told the
media after the
meeting that the
FRP of Rs 355 per
quintal for a 10.25%

basic recovery rate
was approved. "The
FRP for sugar season
2025-26 is 4.41 per
cent higher than
current sugar season
2024-25," says the
report. Farmers will
receive Rs 3.46 per
quintal for each
0.1% sugar recovery
increment above
10.25%. FRP
decreases by Rs 3.46
per quintal for every
0.1% recovery rate
decline. The govern-
ment also agreed

not to deduct sugar
mills with recovery
below 9.5%.

These farmers will
receive Rs 329.05
per cent for sugar-
cane in 2025-26. The
statement states
that sugarcane pro-
duction costs Rs 173
per quintal in
2025–26. The 2025-
26 FRP of Rs 355 per
quintal at 10.25%
recovery is 105.25%
higher than manu-
facturing cost.  

Delhi: A United Launch
Alliance Atlas V rocket
launched the payload into
Low Earth Orbit from Cape
Canaveral Space Force
Station.
Amazon claimed it had con-

tacted all 27 satellites by
morning and was activating
them “nominally.” Amazon
launched two test satellites in
2023, but this is its first full-
scale deployment. The corpo-
ration expects to launch over
3,200 satellites using ULA's
Atlas V and Vulcan rockets,
Blue Origin, and others.
Amazon thinks it needs 580
operating satellites to supply
internet connectivity. 

Amazon Launches

Project Kuiper Satellite

Internet Service

For 2025-26, I-T Department notifies ITR forms 1, 4

Delhi:
Commodity prices,

according to the World
Bank, could drop 12%
this year, with the oil
index possibly falling
17%, as a result of
slowing economic
development. "If
realised, these declines
will end a period of ele-

vated inflation-adjust-
ed commodity prices in
the aftermath of the
Covid-19 pandemic and
Russia's invasion of
Ukraine," recent com-
modities Markets
Outlook. Reports indi-
cate that supplies
might be higher this
year. 

WB: Oil prices might drop 17% and

commodity prices 12%

Delhi: The closing of
the Attrari-Wagah
border has hampered
the movement of dry
fruits from
Afghanistan to India,
which may raise
domestic prices by 10
to 25%. Afghanistan is
India's greatest dried
fruit supplier despite
war and civil
upheaval. Anil Mehra,
National President of
the Federation of
Grocery and Dry Fruit
C o m m e r c i a l
Association,, when
the Attari-Wagah bor-
der closed, no trucks
transporting dry fruits
from to Attari had
come. "50 trucks are
at the Pakistani
Wagah border.

Wagah closure

hurts Afghan dry

fruit imports
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