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Lucknow

On the occasion

of World

Forestry Day

today, a depart-

mental workshop

and Public dia-

logue were

organized at the Indira Gandhi Pratishthan auditori-

um. During the event, a collective Pledge was taken

to increase forest density within the state, Provide

natural habitats for wildlife and ensure that water and

environmental conservation efforts remain conducive

to human Well-Being.Addressing the workshop held

at the Indira Gandhi Pratishthan on World Forestry

Day, Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath

stated that the very fabric of human existence is con-

tingent upon environmental and water conservation:

indeed, this ecological structure forms the bedrock of

human survival. Consequently, it becomes the collec-

tive duty of us all—working together in coordina-

tion—to undertake massive tree-Plantation drives and

actively conserve wildlife, thereby Preserving the

intrinsic significance of both nature and

Humanity.Minister for Forest and Environment, Dr.

Arun Kumar Saxena, remarked that through Public

dialogue and coordination, the state forest cover is

being expanded in a systematic and Planned manner.

Furthermore, citizens are being encouraged to Plant

trees in vacant spaces and to take measures to Protect

them. He highlighted that special campaigns are cur-

rently underway for tree, bird and water conservation

to ensure that the environment and water resources

remain conducive to human life.Minister of State for

Forests K.P Malik stated that effective efforts are

being made across the entire state to transform the

land into a lush green landscape by accelerating tree-

Plantation drives through organized and systematic

Initiatives.During the event, specially invited digni-

taries—including Sanjeev Srivastava (Advocate and

President, Mahamana Malaviya Mission, Awadh),

Somesh Vardhan Singh.
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Prayagraj: Taking strict
action against a brother-
in-law duo accused of
swindling lakhs of rupees
from people under the
pretext of arranging land,
the police have registered
a case against them under
the Gangster Act. Both
are alleged to have
formed an organized
gang, using forged docu-
ments to dupe people and
misappropriating large
sums of money in the
name of advance pay-
ments. According to the
police, this action has

been initiated against
Rajesh Tripathi (alias
Rajesh Tiwari), a resident
of Panna Lal Road within
the Georgetown police
station limits, and his
brother-in-law, Ambrish
Tripathi, a resident of
Kakra Dubawal in the
Sarai Inayat area.
Considering their crimi-
nal history, the
Georgetown police pre-
pared a 'gang chart' and
registered the case fol-
lowing approval from the
Police Commissioner.
Fraud Perpetrated
Using Forged
Documents

According to the
Georgetown Inspector,
the accused Rajesh leads
an organized gang that, in
collaboration with his
associate Ambrish, used
to fabricate forged land
documents. Subsequently,
they would mislead cus-
tomers and extract large
sums of money from them
as advance payments.
There are also allegations
that they intimidated and
threatened victims who
raised objections.
Cases Registered Across
Multiple Police Stations
Several criminal cases are
already registered against

both accused individuals.
In 2023, a case of fraud
was registered at the
Georgetown police sta-
tion. Prior to that, in 2022,
a case involving forgery
and cheating surfaced
within the limits of the
Colonelganj police sta-
tion. Furthermore, in
2015, a case was regis-
tered at the Civil Lines
police station on charges
of assault, verbal abuse,
and criminal intimidation.
Charge sheets have
already been filed in all
these cases.
Arrest Imminent;
Investigation into Assets

Begins
Police officials state that,
following the invocation
of the Gangster Act,
efforts to apprehend the
accused have been inten-
sified. Simultaneously,
details regarding their
illegally acquired assets
are being gathered to
facilitate subsequent pro-
ceedings for the attach-
ment (seizure) of their
properties. The Station
House Officer of
Georgetown stated that
both accused individuals
would be arrested shortly,
and the entire network
would be exposed. 

Assam 

In view of the upcom-
ing Legislative
Assembly Election
2026, a review meeting
on election expenditure
monitoring was held
today in Tinsukia,
Assam under the
Chairmanship of
Expenditure Observer
for Makum, Digboi
and Margherita LAC,
Raghubir Singh, IRS.
Returning Officers
appointment for
Makum, Digboi and
Margherita LAC,
Sanghamitra Baruah,
ACS, ADC Tinsukia,

Pankaj Nagbonshi,
ACS, ADC Tinsukia
and Rahul Doley, ACS,
Co-District
Commissioner,
Margherita respective-
ly attended the meet-
ing. The assisting
Officers of the
Expenditure
Monitoring Team
Maomenla AO, ACS
and Alokesh Bordoloi,
ACS were also Present
along with the
Accounting Teams of
the concerned LAC.
Reviewing the pre-
paredness, the
Expenditure Observer
directed all officials to

strictly adhere to the
guidelines issued by
the Election
Commission of India
regarding election
expenditure monitoring
and ensure effective
implementation at all
levels. Detailed
instructions were
issued for effective
field-level functioning
of Flying Surveillance
Teams, Static
Surveillance Teams,
Video Surveillance
Teams and Video
Viewing Teams with
emphasis on ensuring
that each team member
clearly understands.

Lucknow

Under the leadership and
guidance of Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya, the implementation
of the Prime Minister
Formalisation of Micro Food
Processing Enterprises
(PMFME) Scheme in Uttar
Pradesh has reached the top
Position in the country. The
effective execution of the
scheme has infused new ener-
gy into micro food
Processing industries across
the state and significantly
accelerated employment
Generation.According to the
latest Progress report, term
loans worth over2,000 crore
have been sanctioned by vari-
ous banks in the state, reflect-
ing growing confidence in
industrial establishment. In
the current financial year,
Uttar Pradesh has recorded
the highest number of
approved proposals under the
scheme, achieving a remark-
able 98% strike rate—an out-
standing Performance at the
national level.Under the
scheme, the average approval
time is 100 days, the average
term loan is 10 lakh and the
average subsidy Per unit is4
lakh—figures that are among
the best in the country. To

Promote industrial establish-
ment, District Resource
Persons (DRP) have been
appointed in every district by
Chief Development Officers.
DRP receive an incentive of
20,000 Per unit for assisting
in setting up enterprises,
ensuring strong support and
guidance for Entrepreneurs.In
the financial year 2025–26,
an expenditure of 267.25
crore has already been
incurred, indicating efficient
and timely implementation of
the scheme. At the national
level, Uttar Pradesh has
achieved a notable milestone
by securing the first Position
with 7,340 approved propos-
als under the PM FME
scheme, followed by Bihar
with 7,293 proposals and
Maharashtra with 5695 pro-
posals.It is noteworthy that
under the PMFME scheme, a

credit-linked subsidy of 35%
of the Project cost (up to a
maximum of10 lakh) is
Provided for the upgradation
of unorganized food
Processing units. Self-Help
Groups (SHG), Farmer
Producer Organizations
(FPO) and cooperatives are
eligible for up to3 crore (35%
credit-linked subsidy) for
common infrastructure.
Additionally, working capital
of40,000 Per member is
Provided to SHG engaged in
food Processing and up to
50% assistance is given for
branding and marketing of
Products.So far, more than
24,197 units have been
approved for subsidy under
the PM FME Scheme.Deputy
Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya stated that the
state government is fully
committed to strengthening
micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSME) and
through the PMFME scheme,
continuous efforts are being
made to promote self-
reliance, value addition and
employment generation in the
food Processing sector. He
also directed officials to
ensure transparent and timely
delivery of scheme 
benefits to all eligible
Beneficiaries.

Micro Food Industries Get New
Momentum Under Leadership of
Dy.CM Keshav Prasad Maurya

Bahraich

On the occasion of Nav
Varsh Pratipada (New Year
Day) and the Nav Samvatsar
(New Era) A Program was
organized by the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
at the city Saraswati Vidya
Mandir Inter College. Manoj
Tripathi, the Co-District
Sanghchalak (Chief
Organizer) attended the
event as the keynote speak-
er, while the Proceedings
were anchored by Shivam,
the City Karyavah
(Secretary). Addressing the
gathering, keynote speaker
Dr. Manoj Tripathi stated
that the six festivals
observed by the Sangh con-
stitute an integral Part of its
methodology. The ultimate
objective of this entire
methodology is to instill the
value—the samskara —that
"I am one with society." The
festivals celebrated by the
Sangh are, in essence the

traditional festivals of Hindu
society. Today also marks
the birth anniversary of the
Sangh founder and first
Sarsanghchalak (Supreme
Chief) the revered Dr.
Saheb. We all offered our
salutations (Pranam) to the
first Sarsanghchalak —not
merely as an individual, but
in recognition of the
Profound unity he embod-
ied. Just as there is a duality
between a devotee and God
or between an individual
and their ultimate ideal, Dr.
Saheb identity was so com-
pletely merged with his mis-
sion that we offered our
salutations to that very
unity. He further
Remarked:"Our culture is
eternally ancient, yet perpet-
ually new."Remembering
immutable, eternal princi-
ples—the Sangh methodolo-
gy is inherently complete in
its approach to fostering a
continuously evolving social
structure. 

Assam

The Opening Day of
the Khelo India Asmita
Swimming League
(Northeast Zone) wit-
nessed an impressive
participation of nearly
200 women swimmers,
setting a competitive
tone at the Dr. Zakir
Hussain Aquatic
Complex in Sarusajai,
Guwahati, Assam . Out
of a total of 40 sched-
uled events, 20 events
were successfully com-
pleted on Day 1 amid
high-level competition.
The meet has drawn
participation not only
from all eight
Northeastern states but
also from teams repre-
senting Bihar, Odisha,
Jharkhand and West
Bengal, reflecting its
growing national sig-
nificance. According to
Assam Swimming
Association Publicity
secretary Mukuteswar
Goswami, the league is
Providing a strong
competitive Platform
for emerging women

swimmers across
Regions. 
Top four finishers in
each event will earn
qualification for the
national-level Asmita
Swimming
Championship to be
held in Ahmedabad.
The competition was
formally inaugurated
by Bhaskar Ranjan
Das, Vice President of
the Swimming
Federation of India and
General Secretary of
the Assam Swimming
Association. 

In his address,
he emphasized the
importance of increas-
ing women participa-
tion in sports and high-
lighted the Asmita
League as a key initia-

tive in that direction.
The day events were
conducted smoothly
under the supervision
of Tournament
Director Chandan Jyoti
Phukan. Winners were
felicitated with certifi-
cates by senior offi-
cials including Pranab
Barthakur and Kamrup
District Swimming
Association Secretary
Nabajyoti Gogoi,
among other distin-
guished Guests.The
league is rapidly
emerging as a signifi-
cant platform for
empowering women
swimmers in the
Northeast, fostering
both talent and com-
petitive 
Excellence.

Kaushambi 

Deputy Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh, Keshav Prasad
Maurya, while addressing the
Program “Gaurav Pratima
Unveiling” held at the bus
depot Premises in
Manjhanpur, Kaushambi, said
that commendable work has
been done to make
Manjhanpur a center of social
harmony, which is inspira-
tional for the entire state. The
government is committed to
“Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas”
and ensuring employment for
all.While distributing tractor-
operated mobile units to bene-
ficiaries under the Chief
Minister Youth Entrepreneur
Development Campaign
Scheme, he said that the gov-
ernment has brought employ-
ment opportunities right to
people doorsteps. He appealed
to the residents of the district
to take full advantage of this
Scheme.The Deputy Chief
Minister stated that nine years
of governance have been
completed, and these years
have been full of achieve-
ments. During this Period,
there have been no riots in the

state and significant develop-
ment work has been carried
out. Around 900,000 people
have been Provided govern-
ment jobs. He said the dou-
ble-engine government is
working to uplift the Poor and
make them prosperous. The
honorarium of Shiksha Mitras
has been Increased.He further
mentioned that Pensions for
destitute women, the elderly
and Persons with disabilities,
which were earlier300 Per
month, have been increased
to1,000 and will be further
raised to1,500 Per month. The
government is working for the
development of all without
discrimination. Under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
and Mukhyamantri Awas
Yojana, housing has been
Provided to those who did not
have homes. Free LPG con-

nections have been Provided
under the Ujjwala Yojana.
Under the Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana, nearly 650 mil-
lion people across the country
have opened bank
Accounts.He added that under
the Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi, about 100
million farmers receive6,000
annually directly into their
bank accounts. Under the
Ayushman Bharat Scheme,
free treatment up to5 lakh is
being Provided. Electricity
has been ensured in every
household. A grand Ram
Temple has been constructed
in Ayodhya.He urged women
to join self-help groups, stat-
ing that employment opportu-
nities will be Provided
through them. He emphasized
the goal of making India and
Uttar Pradesh fully developed

by the year 2047. He said that
Kaushambi district and
Manjhanpur are also witness-
ing all-round development.
The construction of the Ram
Van Gaman Path is underway,
which will connect Ayodhya
to Rameshwaram. A four-lane
road from Prayagraj Airport to
Kaushambi is also under con-
struction. Law and order in
the state are strong and strict
action is being taken against
criminals. The government is
also working to honor great
Personalities.On this occasion,
MLA Pooja Pal, BJP District
President Dharmaraj Maurya,
District In-charge Avashesh
Gupta, former MLA Shilata
Prasad alias Pappu Patel,
Sanjay Kumar Gupta, Lal
Bahadur, Member of the UP
SC/ST Commission Jitendra
Kumar, Chairperson of Nagar
Palika Parishad Manjhanpur
Virendra Fauji and Bharwari
Kavita Pasi, Chairpersons of
Nagar Panchayats Ajuha
Shanti Devi and Sirathu Bhola
Yadav, Chairman of District
Cooperative Bank Shivmohan
Maurya, Anita Tripathi, Neetu
Kanaujia, Sanjay Jaiswal.
, Bhole Shankar, Block

“Employment at Your Doorstep: Every Section

Empowered Through Government Schemes
Khelo India Asmita
Swimming League

A Pledge to Enhance Greenery

on World Forestry Day

Gangster Act Invoked Against 

Brother-in-Law Duo for Land Fraud;
Action to Follow on Assets Worth Crores

Expenditure Monitoring
Strengthened in Tinsukia, Assam.
Observer Reviews Preparedness

The Goal of the Sangh is to

Impart Values: Dr. Manoj
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Ghazipur | To mark the com-
pletion of nine years of the Uttar
Pradesh government, a grand
nine-day fair-cum-exhibition
titled "Nine Years of New
Construction: Resolve,
Prosperity, Security, Good
Governance, and Growth" was
organized in the Ghazipur dis-
trict from March 18 to March
26, 2026. The event was graced
by the distinguished presence of
the Honorable Member of Rajya
Sabha, Dr. Sangeeta Balwant,
who served as the Chief Guest.
She was accompanied by the
District Development Officer,
District Programme Officer,
District Information Officer, the
Master of Ceremonies, and
other officials, all of whom con-
tributed to the successful organ-
ization of the event.The pro-
gram also saw the presence of
distinguished guests, including
Shri Vashishth Singh Yadav—
President of the Udyog Manch
(Industry Forum), Ghazipur, and
Member of the Industrial and
Trade Security Forum,
Ghazipur—and Guddu Keshari,
President of the District Trade
Council, Ghazipur. The pro-
ceedings commenced with a
welcome address delivered by
the Assistant Labour
Commissioner, Ghazipur,
Abhishek Singh, who extended
his greetings to all the guests
and the assembled gathering.On
this occasion, the Chief Guest,
Dr. Sangeeta Balwant, delivered

a brief address regarding the
government's public welfare
policies and the schemes being
implemented for the benefit of
workers; in her speech, she
encouraged the workers present
to avail themselves of these
schemes to the fullest extent.

Subsequently, the Chief Guest
distributed sanction letters for
financial assistance to benefici-
aries under various public wel-
fare schemes administered by
the Labour Department. An
atmosphere of palpable enthusi-
asm and joy was observed

among the workers who had
traveled from far-flung areas to
attend the event. The beneficiar-
ies expressed their deep grati-
tude towards the government for
these schemes. 
Present at the occasion were the
District Development Officer,

Ghazipur, Subhash Kumar
Saroj; Assistant Labour
Commissioner, Ghazipur,
Abhishek Singh; Labour
Enforcement Officers
Gyanendra Singh and Manoj
Kumar Rajput; Junior Assistant
Akhilesh Yadav; and other staff

members. At the conclusion of
the program, the District
Development Officer proposed
the vote of thanks, expressing
his gratitude to all the guests
and attendees. The event con-
cluded in a well-organized and
harmonious atmosphere. 

"Nine Years of New Construction" Fair Concludes;

Benefits of Schemes Distributed to Workers
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Lalgopalganj | On Saturday, the
festival of Eid-ul-Fitr was celebrat-
ed with deep reverence and enthusi-
asm across the town and its sur-
rounding areas. After offering
morning prayers at Eidgahs (prayer
grounds) and mosques, people
prayed for peace and harmony
throughout the country and the
world. Following the prayers, a tra-
dition of exchanging Eid greetings
through warm embraces began—a
practice that continued until late in
the evening.Prayers were offered at
the historic Lalgopalganj Eidgah, as
well as at other prominent mosques
in the region—including Jama
Masjid Gausia Daniyalpur, Eidgah
Nindura, Masjid Ahle Hadees
Ibrahimpur, Jama Masjid
Ahladganj, and Shahi Masjid. Prior
to the prayers, religious scholars
(Ulama) shed light on the signifi-
cance of fasting (Roza), as well as
the importance of Zakat, Fitra, and
Sadaqa (charitable acts). Fairs were
also organized outside the Eidgahs
after the prayers, where children
delighted in buying toys and enjoy-

ing chaat and sweets. In homes
across the town, the tradition of
serving traditional delicacies—par-
ticularly Sewaiyan (sweet vermicel-
li)—continued throughout the day,
further enhancing the festive spir-
it.The administration remained
fully vigilant regarding security
arrangements. Administrative and

police officials were deployed
around the various Eidgahs and
mosques, ensuring that the festivi-
ties concluded in a peaceful and
orderly manner.
Public Representatives Extend
Greetings
Following the prayers, public repre-
sentatives and dignitaries visited the

Eidgahs and major thoroughfares to
extend their Eid wishes to the peo-
ple. During these interactions, a pal-
pable message of brotherhood and
harmony was witnessed across the
region. The representatives mingled
with the people to share in the fes-
tive joy and appealed to everyone to
uphold unity.
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In connection with an incident
of brazen hooliganism by
mafia henchmen in Prayagraj,
Surendra Kumar Yadav, the
In-charge of the Atala police
outpost, has been suspended.
It is alleged that, despite
receiving orders, he failed to
demonstrate adequate vigi-
lance, thereby allowing the
miscreants to carry out the
crime with impunity.
Furthermore, he failed to take
timely action following the
incident. It is this very negli-
gence that has led to discipli-
nary action being taken
against him. Meanwhile, two
individuals have been arrested
in connection with this case.
They have been identified as
Shah Saud and Faiz Akhtar;
both are named accused in the
FIR. In total, a case has been
registered against six named
individuals and five unidenti-
fied persons in this matter.
The police are currently
engaged in a search for the
remaining accused. Shah Saud
is the son of Mashook
Pradhan, a notorious figure
from Asrauli.**Criminals from
Atiq's Former Strongholds
Involved:** The incident,
which took place at the
'Allahabad Kabab Paratha'
restaurant in Atala, involved
miscreants from villages that
were once strongholds of Atiq
Ahmed—specifically Hatwa,
Asrauli, and Saraiya. Also
involved was a criminal from
Nawabganj who is a convicted

felon in a double-murder case
and is currently out on bail.
The incident occurred at 11:30
PM on the night of March 17.
Muzammil, a 45-year-old
property dealer residing in
Rudapur, recounted the events:
"I had gone to the 'Allahabad
Kabab Paratha' shop in Atala,
Khuldabad, along with my
maternal uncle, Muhammad
Jaseem. It was quite crowded
there, and when the restaurant
staff asked us to wait, I stood
near the billing counter."
"We Won't Let You Leave
Alive Today": "Just then,
Mohd. Saqib—a resident of
Nawabganj—arrived at the
scene. He was accompanied
by 10 to 12 other individuals.
Upon arrival, he immediately
began hurling verbal abuses.
When I objected to his behav-
ior, he dragged me aside and
began beating me. By that
time, his accomplices had also
joined in; they surrounded me
and began raining kicks and
punches upon me." In a
crowded restaurant, right in
front of the public, the attack-
ers continued to beat me.
When I ran downstairs to
escape, they followed me
there and continued the
assault. As they beat me, they
also issued threats, warning
that they would not leave me
alive that day. After beating
me to a semi-conscious state,
they all fled the scene. I sus-
tained significant injuries in
this incident.
Previously Committed a
Double Murder:

The victim revealed that he
has an ongoing land dispute
with Saqib, regarding which
several legal cases have been
filed. In 2011, Saqib had com-
mitted a double murder in
Nawabganj itself. He was con-
victed for that crime and is
currently out on bail. Among
the attackers was Shah Saud,
the son of the notorious
Mashooq Pradhan of Asrauli.
Additionally, the group includ-
ed Faiz Akhtar (a resident of
Hatwa), Mohd. Amir
(Asrauli), Mohd. Hanzala
(Talab Tiwari), and Mohd.
Ammar (Saraiya), along with
four to five unidentified indi-
viduals.
CCTV Footage Surfaces:
CCTV footage of the incident

has also emerged. In the
footage, the accused can be
seen surrounding the property
dealer and beating him. The
visuals also show that the inci-
dent created an atmosphere of
chaos and panic within the
restaurant.The victim stated
that he immediately called
'Dial 112' after the incident,
prompting the police to arrive
at the scene. ACP Ravi Kumar
Gupta confirmed that two of
the accused have been arrested
in connection with the case,
while a search for the others is
underway. Meanwhile, DCP
(City) Manish Kumar
Shandilya announced that the
In-charge of the local police
outpost has been suspended
following an inquiry that
revealed negligence on his
part. 

Outpost In-charge Suspended Amidst Mafia

Henchmen's Rampage: Goons Drag and Beat

Property Dealer at Prayagraj Restaurant

Eid Greetings Exchanged with Warm

Embraces; Lalgopalganj Immersed in

the Sweetness of Sewaiyan
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The body of Commando Kripal Singh
(29), who was posted in the security
detail of Prayagraj Police
Commissioner Jogendra Kumar, was
found hanging from a noose inside his
room on Friday morning. The incident
occurred at a residence located in
Rajapur, Ganganagar. According to the
police, the body appears to be two days
old. Four days prior, Kripal had
appeared for the Sub-Inspector (SI)
recruitment examination. The police
have not recovered any suicide note
from the scene. It is suspected that he
may have committed suicide due to a
poor performance in the exam or as a
result of domestic discord. The Cantt
Police Station is currently investigating
the matter. A native of Nikau village
under the Khairgarh police station area

in the Firozabad district, Kripal Singh
had joined the Police Department as a
Constable in 2019. His first posting
was in Prayagraj. Kripal lived as a ten-
ant on the third floor of a house owned
by Omprakash Patel in Ganganagar,
Rajapur (Cantt area). At the time of his
death, he was deployed as a commando
in the escort team of Police
Commissioner Jogendra Kumar. When
the door to his room remained
unopened for two days, the landlord
peeked through the window around
9:00 AM on Friday morning and dis-
covered Kripal hanging from the ceil-
ing fan by a nylon rope noose. Upon
hearing the alarm raised by the land-
lord, neighbors gathered at the spot.
Kripal's brother, Omveer Singh—who
is posted as a Constable at the George
Town Police Station—and the Dial-112
police unit were immediately informed.

Police officials arrived at the scene and
conducted an investigation.
Had Ordered Food Two Days Prior
According to the police, Kripal had

been married for three years. His fami-
ly consists of his wife, Madhubala, a
two-year-old son, and a one-year-old
daughter. His wife currently resides at
her maternal home along with both

children. The police investigation
revealed that the door to the room was
bolted from the inside. Furthermore, it
was noted that Kripal had ordered food
from the caretaker two days earlier.
Police Seize Mobile Phone
The police have taken possession of the
mobile phone recovered from the scene
of the incident. Police Lines Inspector
Vinod Kumar stated that Kripal Singh
had been posted to the Police Lines
approximately six to seven months ago.
He stated that four days ago, Kirpal
Singh had appeared for the SI recruit-
ment examination. Since then, no infor-
mation regarding his whereabouts had
been received. The room was locked
from the inside. No suicide note was
recovered from the scene. Preliminary
investigations suggest that the body is
approximately two days old. The matter
is currently under investigation. —

Vidhut Goyal, ACP, Civil Lines.
Recruited into the Police Force
Alongside His Brother in 2019
As soon as the news of the death of
Constable Kirpal Singh—a resident of
Nikau village within the Khairgarh
police station jurisdiction—arrived
from Prayagraj, it plunged his family
into utter chaos. Family members have
since departed to retrieve the
deceased's body. The body is expected
to reach his ancestral village late on
Friday night. Kirpal Singh (28), a resi-
dent of Nikau village, had joined the
police force in 2019 alongside his elder
brother, Omveer. At the time of his
death, he was posted in Prayagraj. His
father, Kailash Chandra, recounted that
he had spoken with Kirpal on
Wednesday evening, after which his
phone became unreachable. On
Thursday morning, around 11:00 AM,

his elder son Omveer—who is also
posted in Prayagraj—informed the
family over the phone that Kirpal had
hanged himself inside his room, result-
ing in his death. The deceased, Kirpal
Singh, was the second of three brothers.
His wife, Madhubala, along with their
4-year-old son, Golu, and 1-year-old
daughter, Kavya, had been staying at
her maternal home in Itoli, Shikohabad,
for about a week prior to the incident.
Upon hearing the news of her husband's
death, a mountain of grief descended
upon his wife and children. She, too,
has since returned to her in-laws' home.
Meanwhile, upon learning of the
tragedy, a large crowd of villagers gath-
ered at the family's ancestral residence
in Nikau. Everyone remains stunned by
this incident. The family members
maintain that they are unaware of the
reasons behind the suicide.

Body of Commando Posted in Police Commissioner's Security Found Hanging; Had Taken SI Exam Four Days Ago
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Every now and then we hear
the cry that banks should be
nationalised. The taking over
of banks by the State is urged
on various grounds, namely,
that it is necessary in order “to
mobilise resources” for the
economic development of the
country, “to prevent the con-
centration of economic
power”, “to check malprac-
tices in the working of banks”
and to put a stop to profiteer-
ing” by banks. All these argu-
ments will be found to be
untenable on a dispassionate
scrutiny of the issues involved.
The primary function of banks

is to mobilise resources for
economic development and
that is exactly what the banks
in our country have been
doing. They have been work-
ing to attract deposits from
those who have funds to spare
on [a] long or short term basis.
They have been making loans
for industrial as well as agricul-
tural expansion in accordance
with numerous legislative
requirements. During recent
years, they have opened
numerous branches in order to
extend credit facilities to peo-
ple even in remote areas, even
though the banking business

in several branches has proved
unremunerative. They have
invested more than Rs 600
crore in Government securi-
ties. They have been broaden-
ing their capital base and
increasing their reserves in
accordance with statutory
requirements. The enormous
increase in their deposits dur-
ing recent years bears testimo-
ny to the confidence which the
public have in their working.
By undertaking the foreign
exchange business, our banks
render considerable help in
promoting exports. An occa-
sional appearance of a black

sheep in the sphere of bank-
ing, as in any other sphere,
does not detract from the
value of the service which the
banks as a whole are render-
ing to the country. What is
regrettable is that though the
Reserve Bank is invested with
extensive powers to prevent
malpractices, in one or two
cases it failed to exercise them
to protect the interests of the
depositors as well as share-
holders. Ninety-five per cent
of bank advances in India are
secured loans. The correspon-
ding figures for the USA, is
only thirty per cent. 

India’s crude oil trade has evolved from a pure-
ly economic exchange into both a geopolitical
test of strategic autonomy and a measure of
the constraints in its energy policy. Over the
past three years, India has gone from being a
marginal buyer of Russian crude to one of its
largest importers, carefully balancing ties with
the US, Europe, and shifting global energy mar-
kets. That balance is now under pressure from
Donald Trump’s 50 per cent tariff offensive,
aimed selectively at India and leaving little
ambiguity about his objectives—and in Trump’s
world, what he wants, he usually gets. Yet the
national debate has taken too many assump-
tions for granted. It is worth applying a decon-
struction approach to India’s famous oil bar-
gains with Russia—a decision once hailed as
tactical brilliance, but one now risking entan-
glement in overlapping economic and diplo-
matic challenges. While public commentary
has focused heavily on Trump, tariffs, and New
Delhi’s indignation, the more pressing task is to
interrogate the rationale behind these choices.
To navigate the road ahead, India must revisit
three fundamentals: why it embraced Russian
oil, how it misread Trump’s European recalibra-
tion, and where future India–Russia energy
engagement should head. Clarity on these
three points may well define the next chapter
of India’s energy strategy. Despite close politi-
cal ties and deep defence cooperation, India
and Russia were never bound by energy
dependence. Even with India’s heavy reliance
on imports—currently 88 per cent of its daily
crude requirement of 5.5 million barrels—its
primary suppliers have traditionally been Gulf
countries. The earlier chapter of India capitu-
lating to Trump 1.0’s sanctions on Iran and
Venezuela is well known; today, however, the
challenge is starker. Russia entered India’s ener-
gy equation only after the geopolitical earth-
quake of President Vladimir Putin’s invasion of
Ukraine. That act shattered the European order
painstakingly built since the Second World War
and crystallised after the Soviet Union’s col-
lapse. Central to this upheaval was Putin’s
weaponization of energy: Europe’s decades-
long dependence on cheap Russian oil and gas
became a vulnerability. In response, Europe
diversified away from Russia, while the G7
imposed a $60 per-barrel price cap on Russian
crude in December 2022. The logic was clear:
as one of the world’s top three oil producers,
Russia could not be cut off overnight. The aim
was instead to squeeze Moscow’s revenues,
which were funding its war machine, while
keeping prices stable and securing alternative
supplies for Europe. India saw opportunity in
this upheaval. With vast import needs, it began
rerouting Russian oil at supposedly lower
prices, rejecting G7 sanctions and arranging
direct and indirect deals through intermedi-
aries. Early reports spoke of a “free on board”
discount of 30 per cent, though never con-
firmed. 
Brent crude fell from $86.51 in January 2022 to
$80.92 in December, peaking briefly at about
$90 in June 2023 before sliding again. While
some credit India’s purchases with stabilising
prices, Russian oil for India almost always
remained way above the $60 price cap. The
critical question is whether India ever bought
below that threshold. Reports suggest an aver-
age discount of only $5 per barrel—hardly
transformative—and potentially offset by hid-
den costs and surcharges. Even so, large vol-
umes (peaking at over 2 million barrels per day
before dropping to 1.5 million) meant cumula-
tive savings. But if cheap oil was the goal,
why not join or informally align
with the price cap, securing
crude closer to $60 without
the complications of shadow
fleets and sanctions risks?

Late one night in 1978, in a
nation illuminated by the end
of the Emergency, police
dragged Ghulam Nabi Patel
out of his home in Srinagar’s
Batamaloo, and into the city’s
Central Jail. Leviathan still
cast a long shadow in this
corner of the republic, it
became clear. The head of
the Kashmir Motor Drivers
Association, it later emerged,
had campaigned for the
Janata Party in the just-con-
cluded elections. This action
enraged then-Prime Minister
Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah
enough to make the trade
union leader the first victim
of Kashmir’s just-legislated
preventive detention law, the
Public Safety Act.  The High
Court ordered Ghulam Nabi’s
release, but that wasn’t quite
the end of the story. In 2018,
the elderly politician, battling
cancer and on a trip home to
arrange his daughter’s wed-
ding, was shot dead by ter-
rorists. This time, the parties
he’d served for decades —
the Congress and the
People’s Democratic Party —
denied their association with
him, so they would not have
to condemn the assassins. A
last bit of the story remains.
In 2020, Ghulam Nabi’s chil-
dren were served notice by
the government, ordering
them to vacate the premises
they were provided to pro-
tect them from terrorist
attack. This week, the
Supreme Court is scheduled
to resume hearing petitions
seeking the restoration of
Jammu and Kashmir’s state-
hood, an issue it elided over
after 32 paragraphs of ele-
gant prose, in return for a
promise from the Solicitor
General. The decision to hear

the issue is an important one,
but it also evades a critical
issue. The demotion of
Kashmir to a Union territory
isn’t the only issue that needs
to be discussed, as India
moves forward to reimagine
its constitutional relationship
with the once-was-a-state.
Kashmir has never been, in
any sense of the world,
allowed to be a normal state,
with normal politicians and
normal citizens.  The state
might have been the first to
get rural radio sets, scholar
Navnita Chadha Behera
notes, but authorities were
careful to disable their tuners
with wire, so as to ensure
only Radio Kashmir could be
heard. There were elections
to a constituent Assembly in
1951, true, but politician
Syed Mir Qasim observed
notices posted on walls,
ordering people not to dis-
cuss politics. Thus, Kashmir
was bound to the republic
with terror and blood, not
ideas or culture. For this, the
long jihad Pakistan unleashed
against Kashmir in 1947-
1948, and has since contin-
ued without interruption,
must be held responsible.
Like many other regions in
India, from the adivasi heart-
lands in central India to parts
of the Northeast, democracy

has struggled to grow in
exceptionally harsh condi-
tions. All blame, though,
does not lie across the Line of
Control. Elections that served
to undermine democracy, the
state-enabled subversion of
the political system through
corruption, the use of coer-
cion unconstrained by law:
All these, the story of Ghulam
Nabi Patel should remind us,
were Indian inventions.
Today, the challenge isn’t just
to restore statehood in
Kashmir. The task Indians
need to embrace is to build a
state that is Indian, an unre-
markable part of our repub-
lic. Eighty years ago, Prime
Minister Abdullah had prom-
ised that a utopia would be
built from the ruins of
Partition and war. The Naya
Kashmir manifesto — which,
Andrew Whitehead reminds
us, liberally helped itself to
text from the 1936 constitu-
tion of the Soviet Union —
held out promises to redis-
tribute feudal landholdings
to the peasants, to uphold
the rights of women, and
introduce universal access to
healthcare and education.
The communist couple Freda
Houlston and her husband
Baba Pyare Lal Bedi wrote
the manifesto with
Abdullah’s encouragement,

though it is unclear if his
commitment to communism
was ever serious. To the
great Kashmiri poet Ghulam
Ahmad Mahjoor, it seemed
Abdullah was leading the
region out of the darkness:
“The ranges of the mountains
shall yield gold,” he gushed,
“Pearls shall emerge out of
the Wular lake.” Less than
five years after
Independence, though, the
poet had encountered disillu-
sionment. The reality of ‘New
Kashmir’, it turned out, was
one-party authoritarianism,
electoral malpractice, and
communalism. “Freedom
being of heavenly birth, can’t
move from door to door,” he
avidly wrote, “You’ll find her
camping in the homes of a
chosen few alone.” How did
this come about? The story
has something to do with bad
luck, scholar Aijaz Ashraf
Wani has written, in an excel-
lent survey of the roots of
misadministration in Kashmir.
Two successive bad harvests,
in 1949-1950 and 1950-1951,
created enormous rural dis-
content. Forced levies of
crops from farmers, imposed
in a desperate effort to stave
off famine, sharpened the
resentment, while shortages
of food in the cities grew to
alarming levels. The National
Conference succeeded in
dominating the Constituent
Assembly, winning all 75
seats in the 1951 elections.
This was only possible,
though, because 45 out of 49
candidates of the Hindu-
nationalist Praja Parishad
party were barred from con-
testing, mainly on frivolous
technical grounds, Behera
has observed. The media was
muzzled, and opponents

were intimidated and impris-
oned. Less than five years
later, though, the relation-
ship between Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru and
Abdullah had begun to break
down. The Praja Parishad,
denied electoral space, start-
ed a mass movement seeking
the full integration of
Kashmir into India. Abdullah,
in a 10 April 1952 speech in
RS Pura, suggested it was
becoming impossible to
“convince the Muslims of
Kashmir that India does not
intend to swallow them up.”
The threat of war with
Pakistan was alive, Nehru
could not countenance this
rebellion. “I am afraid
Kashmir is heading in an
adverse direction,” Nehru
warned in a 28 June 1953 let-
ter.  The new regime of Prime
Minister Bakshi Ghulam
Mohammad came to power
on the back of a unanimous
vote of confidence from
Jammu & Kashmir’s
Constituent Assembly, many
of whose members were
released from prison that
very day. Early in 1954, the
Union government restricted
Kashmir’s special status by
passing constitutional
amendments that cut back
the state’s autonomy. Long
before Kashmir’s special sta-
tus ended, 260 of the 395
Articles in the Indian
Constitution were already
applicable in Jammu &
Kashmir; the remaining 135
were identical provisions
found in the Constitution of
Jammu and Kashmir.  Like his
predecessor and incarcerated
friend Abdullah, Bakshi
hoped development would
subsume the urge for politi-
cal agency and dialogue. 

The deadly flash floods and land-
slides in Uttarkashi on 5 August, in
which 16 people were killed, high-
light the problems of illegal riverbank
constructions and inadequate warn-
ing systems. Videos of submerged vil-
lages, ravaging floods sweeping up
buildings and cars in their tide, and
stranded people have become an
almost annual occurrence now in the
Himalayan region. Dharali’s floods
struck in the absence of any weather
warning, and authorities are still con-
fused about the actual cause. While
the Uttarakhand State Disaster
Management Authority called it a
cloudburst, the India Meteorological
Department could not confirm it
with the available data. Uttarkashi
district recorded 12.7 cm of rain in 8
hours on 5 August; it is still lower
than districts such as Haridwar and
Dehradun, which got 15-30 cm of
rain on the same day.  In a state that
sees frequent cloudbursts and floods
during the monsoon, and has been
explicitly marked as a ‘high vulnera-
bility zone’ for landslides by the
National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA), the damage from
the Dharali floods is not merely
nature’s fault. The blame also rests
squarely on building norms, mass
road construction and mining proj-
ects, and other anthropogenic activi-
ties that have exacerbated
Uttarakhand’s fragility. The floods
should be another wake-up call for
the IMD and the NDMA to buck up
and ensure the safety of people and
ecology in the Himalayas. Dharali is a
small hamlet 2,680 metres above sea
level, situated 18 km from Gangotri,
and is a common stopover for
tourists and pilgrims going to one of
the Char Dhams of Uttarakhand. It is
dotted with hotels, restaurants, and
homes built precariously close to the
banks of the Kheerganga River that
runs through the village.  On Tuesday
afternoon, a barrage of water
descended upon the village and

damaged houses, roads, and the one
bridge connecting Dharali and
Hershil, another area affected by the
landslide. Satellite images from ISRO
now show that deposits of mud and
sediments from the floods cover all
of the village. Alongside civilian set-
tlements, an Army camp near Hershil
too was impacted by the floods,
although the number of people miss-
ing there hasn’t been reported. The
IMD had issued warnings of heavy to
extremely heavy rainfall in all of
Uttarakhand, including the
Uttarkashi district, from 1 August
onwards. But compared to other dis-
tricts, Uttarkashi’s rainfall during this
monsoon was still pretty low. From 1
to 5 August, Uttarkashi’s recorded
rainfall was 6 percent lower than the
average rainfall it gets during this
period. Over the monsoon season so
far this year in the state, Uttarkashi
has recorded 7 per cent lower rainfall
than average. If there was indeed a
cloudburst—100 mm of rain falling in
one hour in a small area—then the
IMD is not aware of it. The closest
Automatic Weather System (AWS)
station that could record this cloud-
burst is 7 km from Dharali, and it did
not catch a cloudburst. But experts
say that even without a cloudburst,
the possibility of heavy rainfall.
causing this disaster is not unfound-

ed. Dharali’s location and slope
explain it. “The ‘cloudburst’ may
have happened much higher at
12,000 ft above sea level, and Dharali
is at 8,000 ft. Even this slope of 4,000
ft makes a huge difference to the
intensity of the water flow,” Mahesh
Palawat, vice president of meteorol-
ogy and climate change at SkyMet
Weather, told ThePrint. “The canal is
very narrow, and a lot of trees and
mud could have been uprooted and
swept along with the water.” If
extremely heavy rainfall can cause
such damage without a rare event
like a cloudburst, it should leave the
system working toward.

Dharali floods a wake-up call 

for IMD, NDMA to buck up 
If Sheikh Hasina had her way,
Muhammad Yunus would have been
dunked into the Padma River by now.
Not once but twice. But it has been a
year since the ousted Bangladeshi
prime minister hasn’t had her way. In
that time, not only has Yunus avoid-
ed a plunge into the Padma, but also
dashed Hasina’s dreams of returning
to Bangladesh, all while sitting pretty
in the chair she was forced to vacate.
In the one year since Yunus took over
as the caretaker to the interim gov-
ernment of Bangladesh on 8 August
2024, the accidental politician has
proved himself a consummate one.
Detractors who had claimed he
won’t last three months are now
worried if he will even vacate his
chair. Not only has Yunus deftly navi-
gated the choppy waters of
Bangladeshi politics, he has even
turned foes into friends. Plunged into
chaos after Hasina’s hasty exit on 5
August 2024, Bangladesh, though, is
in desperate need of a statesman.
There has been no love lost between
Sheikh Hasina and Muhammad

Yunus, much before the latter
replaced the former as Bangladesh’s
premier last year. On 18 May 2022,
Hasina had allegedly said, “He
(Yunus) stopped funding for a project
like the Padma Bridge because of one
managing director post. He should
be given two dunks in the Padma
River, but lifted up so he doesn’t die.
Then maybe he will learn a lesson.”
Hasina had said this while blaming
Nobel Peace Prize winner, economist
Dr Muhammad Yunus, for blocking
the World Bank’s funding of the
Padma bridge project.  That’s not all.
As recently as 1 January 2024, a court
in Bangladesh had sentenced the
Nobel laureate to six months in jail
for violating Bangladesh’s labour
laws. Yunus’ supporters said the case
was politically motivated. The
acclaimed economist and three col-
leagues from Grameen Telecom—
one of the firms Yunus founded—
were found guilty of failing to create
a welfare fund for their workers. I call
for the Bangladeshi people to speak
in one voice against injustice .

Good politician, bad statesman — what

Muhammad Yunus’ one year in power reveals

Buying Russian oil, misreading

Trump—3 points will define

India’s next energy strategy

Bank nationalisation will be a blow to India’s mixed

economy, lead to totalitarianism: Phiroze Shroff

Restoring J&K’s statehood won’t be enough.

Kashmiris need to be treated like other Indians
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With an improved score,
Delhi University achieves

NAAC's top A++ grade

Delhi : In its most recent round of institutional
assessment and accreditation, the University of
Delhi was declared to have achieved the highest
possible grade of A++ by the National Assessment
and Accreditation Council (NAAC) on August 8.
The accreditation is effective for five years, until
2029, according to the varsity's statement. The
school achieved a cumulative grade point aver-
age (CGPA) of 3.55. Following DU's A+ rating and
3.28 cumulative grade point average in 2018, Vice
Chancellor Yogesh Singh extended congratula-
tions to the university's staff, students, alumni,
and other stakeholders. He stated that the dra-
matic uptick was evidence of the university's ded-
ication to excellent teaching, ground-breaking
research, and responsible administration. Singh
expressed enormous pride for the entire fraterni-
ty, stating that obtaining the NAAC A++ grade is a
landmark moment in the university's history. Our
faculty, students, non-teaching staff, alumni, and
all stakeholders have worked tirelessly, and their
unfaltering dedication has paid off. He spoke
about how it will inspire them to "expand the
horizons of excellence in teaching, research, and
service to society" by setting even higher stan-
dards.  

Delhi : The 2025
School Fee Regulation
Bill was approved by
the Delhi State
Assembly. A parent can
now veto a decision to
increase school fees,
thanks to a recently
passed bill. This pre-
vents school adminis-
trations from making
the decision to
increase fees all at
once. Even if just one
parent objects to the
proposed fee increase,
it will not be author-
ized, according to
Ashish Sood, Delhi's
minister of education.
The decision cannot be
enforced by manage-
ment, and parents will
have the power to veto
it. In addition, the
measure specifies that
institutions that are
determined to have
imposed excessive fees
may be subject to fines
or even the revocation
of their future ability
to submit fee modifica-
tions. 

The extra payment
must be returned with-

in 20 business days if
the school's fees are

more than the allowed
limit.

Delhi: In an unprece-
dented action, the
Jammu and Kashmir
administration has
ordered the seizure and
prohibition of 25 books,
stating they promote
secessionism, glorify
terrorism, and threaten
national integrity and
public order. On August
5, the Home
Department issued
S.O.203 to declare the
books "forfeited," not-
ing their “false narra-
tive” and involvement
in “misguiding the
youth” of Jammu and
Kashmir. Azadi by
writer-activist 
Arundhati Roy, The
Kashmir Dispute
1947–2012 by constitu-
tional expert A.G.
Noorani, and Kashmir
at the Crossroads by
political scientist
Sumantra Bose are pro-
hibited. David Devadas,
Hafsa Kanjwal, Ather
Zia, Anuradha Bhasin,
and Tariq Ali all have
novels on the list. After
a thorough investiga-
tion, officials decided
the content was “objec-

tionable” and “poten-
tially harmful to public
peace and the unity of
the nation.” The Home
Department reported

that investigations and
intelligence inputs
showed that these pub-
lications radicalized
adolescents.

Delhi : A group of specialists was assembled by
the National Council for Educational Research
and Training (NCERT) to review comments made
r e g a r d i n g
the subject
matter of
many text-
b o o k s .
Accord ing
to officials,
the group
consist ing
o f
esteemed faculty members and domain special-
ists from prestigious universities would be
chaired by Ranjana Arora, head of NCERT's
Curriculum Studies and Development (DCSD).
Several textbooks' instructional content has
recently been reviewed and provided feedback to
NCERT. Therefore, in keeping with previous pro-
cedure, a Committee consisting of prominent
specialists is being formed. In a statement, NCERT
stated that the committee will review the feed-
back based on the evidence that is currently
available and will deliver its report as soon as
practicable. Three days prior to NCERT's
announcement, former Jaisalmer royal family
leader Chaitanya Raj Singh voiced his disapproval
of one of the organization's recently published
textbooks, citing what he saw as historical mis-
takes. In an X post, Singh took issue with a social
studies map for eighth grade that showed
Jaisalmer as an outpost of the Maratha Empire.
Due to the lack of "any Maratha dominance, inva-
sion, taxation, or authority" mentioned in "any
authentic historical sources," he asserted.

Delhi : According to the list
of open seats issued by the
university's admissions divi-
sion, there are over 9,000
undergraduate seats that are
still vacant, thus students
who have not yet obtained
admission to colleges at
Delhi University still have a
chance. The institution has
opened the mid-entry win-
dow for the 2025–26 aca-
demic session, giving appli-
cants another chance to
apply for undergraduate
admissions using the
Common Seat Allocation
System (CSAS). A one thou-
sand rupee (Rs.) non-refund-
able application fee is due

when submitted via the uni-
versity portal. Before sub-
mitting their applications,
students can use this win-
dow to see which seats are
available, revise their course
and college choices, and
more. It is important to note
that during the mid-entry

window, only candidates
who were denied in Round 1
or Round 2 owing to faulty
subject mapping, non-fulfill-
ment of program-specific eli-
gibility, or invalid documents
will be allowed to fix their
subject mapping and edit
their preferences.  

Delhi : The state of
Tamil Nadu has defied
the federal govern-
ment's National
Education Policy (NEP)
by releasing its own
policy on education,
which is called the
State Education Policy
(SEP). When Chief
Minister MK Stalin
introduced the new
strategy, he made it
plain: Tamil Nadu's
educational system will
go its own way. Under
Justice Murugesan's
leadership, a fourteen-
person group devel-
oped the Tamil Nadu
SEP. This strategy
upholds the two-lan-
guage policy, rejects
important NEP provi-

sions, and gives
English, science, and
artificial intelligence
top priority. Up to the
tenth grade, Tamil is a
requirement for all stu-
dents, regardless of
whether they attend a
state-run school or
adhere to the CBSE,
ICSE, or any other
national board. It is
quite evident that the
state is against impos-

ing any language on its
citizens. The NEET is
strongly opposed by
this person. Concerned
about stress and
inequity, Tamil Nadu
has fought against it for
a long time. As a result
of the state's insistence
on using NEP and NEET,
the federal govern-
ment allegedly with-
held Rs 2,152 crore
(Samagra Shiksha).

Delhi: Delhi High
Court ordered the
Directorate of
Education (DoE) to
determine within 10
weeks on a case
against various private
schools for allegedly
charging EWS and DG
pupils fees. A panel of
chief judge DK
Upadhyay and justice
Tushar Rao Gedela
noticed that the
Wazirpur JJ Colony
Association had previ-
ously sent a represen-
tation to DoE on the
subject, but the
department had not
acted on it. The court
dismissed the petition
and ordered the group
to file a new, full rep-
resentation within
four weeks. It further
ordered DoE to investi-
gate and respond
within 10 weeks of
receiving the new rep-
resentation. In its suit,
the group accused
numerous Delhi pri-
vate schools of violat-
ing the Right to
Education (RTE) Act,
2009, by charging
EWS/DG pupils and
expelling those who
couldn't pay. The RTE
Act and Article 21A of
the Constitution guar- antee free education up to Class 8 for these

HC grants Delhi 10 weeks to

address EWS fee violations
Delhi: In order to
enforce order and avoid
property damage during
the Delhi University
Students' Union (DUSU)
election campaigns, the
University of Delhi (DU)
has released stringent
regulations. A fair and
disciplined election
process is ensured by
these new guidelines,
which also seek to main-
tain the cleanliness and
decency of the campus
atmosphere. A Rs 1 lakh
anti-defacement bond is
required of all candi-
dates nominated for any
position in the DUSU. By
posting this bond, the
candidate promises that
while campaigning, he
or she will not engage in
any behavior that could
cause harm to or vandal-

ize college or university
property. The amount of
the bond will be lost if it
is determined that the
candidate or their sup-
porters have violated
these restrictions. This
technique highlights the
gravity of enforcing dis-
cipline on campus, much
like the anti-ragging affi-
davit that students sign
when they enroll. All
academic units are

required by the universi-
ty to hold orientation
and sensitization work-
shops where students
will learn about campus
environmental preserva-
tion and the electoral
code of conduct. By edu-
cating the public on the
consequences of vandal-
ism and promoting civil
protest, these initiatives
hope to counteract the
problem.  

Delhi : The academic
community in India is
concerned that the
New Education Policy's
(NEP) proposed four-
year undergraduate
program, FYUP, con-
tains flaws that will
lower the bar for high-
er education in the
country. Professor
Seema Das of Political
Science at Hindu
College, Delhi

University, believes
that removing four
required courses from
the three-year bache-
lor's degree program
would significantly
water down the cur-
riculum. "Reduction in
core papers would not
allow a graduating stu-
dent to master the
respective subject,"
according to Das.
When picking up elec-

tives or research
papers, it's likely that a
select few fields will be
favoured. Some classes
might end up being
scrapped entirely as a
result of this, rendering
the instructors obso-
lete. Rajesh Jha, a pro-
fessor of political sci-
ence at Rajdhani
College, has stated that
this might go against
the NEP's principles.   

Legislation to Regulate School Fees

Adopted by the Delhi Assembly

Academics fear FYUP may dilute relevance of UG in DU

J&K bans 25 books for ‘false narra-

tive’ and ‘glorification of terrorism’

Test formats between the NEP 

and the SEP in Tamil Nadu

Controversy over the Maratha

map prompts NCERT com-

mission to review content

Aiming for Defacement-Free DUSU

Elections with a Rs 1 Lakh Bond 

Delhi: The minister
predicted the passage
of the Delhi School
E d u c a t i o n
(Transparency in
Fixation and
Regulation of Fees)
Bill, 2025, during the
Delhi Assembly's
Monsoon Session. He
said the bill's largest
benefit is halting a
“decade of unchecked
profiteering” by pri-
vate institutions
through equitable
application. A tooth-
less, reactive frame-
work is replaced by a
proactive, empow-
ered, and transparent
one by this bill.
Previously, the DoE

could only approve
school fee increases
under the land clause,
but hundreds of small-
er private schools
raise tuition
unchecked. Although
parents of larger
schools may object, a
fee rise of ?1,000 to
?1,500 for a small pri-
vate school in
Najafgarh is a 50%
increase. This is a sig-
nificant hardship for
that school's parents,
yet they rarely com-
plain, Sood added. He
claimed that the land
clause applies to 350
of 1,443 schools and
that the Department
of Education .

Fees will be regulated for all

Delhi private schools

NEW DELHI: James Lawless,
Ireland's Education Minister, on
Monday said his country is
"very welcoming" for students
and has a supportive post-
study employment visa
arrangement. "Ireland is a very
welcoming country. We have a
very cosmopolitan culture. We
have many nationalities now in
Ireland, and many people have
made their home, including
many, many Indians," the Irish
minister said, when asked
whether his government is con-
sidering any changes in post-
study work or immigration poli-
cies to retain skilled talents.

Irish education minis-

ter invites Indians for

education, research

Mid-Entry Window Opens Until August 10; More Than

9,000 Undergraduate Spots Remain Available at Delhi

Delhi: The Indira Gandhi National Open University
(IGNOU) has extended the deadline for admission
and re-registration for the July 2025 session.
Students now have until August 15, 2025, to com-
plete the process. The applies to both new admis-
sions and re-registration for continuing students.
IGNOU offers courses in both distance learning
(ODL) and online mode, and the application must
be completed through its websites. 

IGNOU July 2025 registration

deadline extended again

Diviya Delhi: The Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) has revised its affiliation rules
to permit section growth based on built-up car-
pet area instead of land size, in an effort to
alleviate space restrictions caused by the
increasing demand for school admissions. The
board took this action in response to com-
ments made by schools that are having trouble
meeting the demand for new admissions
despite having more sections than allowed.
According to CBSE's circular, children's health,
social and psychological development, and
sense of belonging could be negatively affect-
ed if they had to travel significant distances to
attend school because there aren't enough
seats in their neighborhood. Officials and
school administrators stated that the decision
will alleviate admission pressure.

CBSE loosens regulations on

adding new sections
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