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Open warning

to Pakistan;

Army prepared

after Delhi blast

case
New Delhi
Following the car
bombing near the Red
Fort in Delhi, Army
Chief General Upendra
Dwivedi has sent a
powerful message to
Pakistan and the terror-
ist organizations it sup-
ports. He clearly stated
that India's recent
action, Operation
Sindoor, was just a
trailer and that the
country is fully pre-
pared for any major
challenge. The Army
Chief stated at the
Chanakya Defence
Dialogue on Monday
that India will deal
with terrorists and their
supporters in the same
manner. He said,
"When any country 
promotes state-spon-
sored terrorism, it hin-

ders India's progress.
In such a situation, we
are forced to take
action."General
Dwivedi's warning to
PakistanGeneral
Dwivedi reiterated that
India's stance is clear:
talks and terror cannot
go together. He said
that India wants peace,
but any country or
organization that pro-
motes terrorism will
receive a strong
response. The Army
Chief stated that
Operation Sindoor was
completed in 88 hours
and clearly demon-
strates India's capabili-
ties. He said, "If
Pakistan gives us

another chance, we will
teach them how to
behave responsibly
with our neighbours."
He also said that
today's wars are multi-
domain and can last for
a long time, so the
army is prepared for all
kinds of situations. It
should be noted that
tensions between India
and Pakistan escalated
after the Pakistan-spon-
sored Pahalgam terror-
ist attack on April 22,
which killed 26 people
in Jammu and
Kashmir's Anantnag
district. Subsequently,
India launched
Operation Sindoor on
May 7, destroying sev-

eral terrorist hideouts
and airbases in
Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir. He
also stated that today's
conflicts are multi-
domain and can last for
a long time, so the mil-
itary is prepared for all
eventualities. Tensions
eased when Pakistan's
Director General of
Police (DGMO) initiat-
ed peace talks.
However, India has
clearly stated that the
operation is only on
pause, not over. Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi has also warned
that any future terrorist
attack will be consid-
ered an act of war by
India. Chief of Defence
Staff General Anil
Chauhan has stressed

the need for integra-
tion of the armed
forces, stating that dur-
ing this process, each
service will retain its
individual identity and
their best practices will
be incorporated into
the unified command.

'Operation Sindoor' was just

a trailer: Army Chief

New Delhi
The Patiala House
Court has remanded
Aamir, a friend of
Umar, an accused
arrested in connection
with a major terrorist
attack in Delhi, to the
National Investigation
Agency's custody for
10 days. This decision
was taken considering
the arguments present-
ed by the NIA in court

and the gravity of the
case. Aamir was pro-
duced in court amid
tight security. The
hearing was held in a
closed room. The
media was not permit-
ted during the hearing.
The accused was pre-
sented before District
Judge Anju Bajaj
Chandna.NIA arrested
Aamir, a friend of ter-
rorist Umar.The

National Investigation
Agency, which is
investigating the car
bomb blast in Delhi's
Red Fort area, has

arrested a Kashmiri
resident who conspired
with the suicide
bomber to carry out the
terrorist attack. The

attack killed 13 inno-
cent people and injured
approximately 32 oth-
ers. According to the
NIA, the arrested
accused, Amir Rashid
Ali, is the registered
owner of the car used
by the suicide bomber
in the blast.
Preliminary investiga-
tions have revealed that
the accused had mas-
terminded the entire

plan in collaboration
with the attacker. After
taking over the case
from the Delhi Police,
the agency launched a
massive manhunt for
the accused. After con-
ducting a search opera-
tion in several states,
Amir Rashid Ali was
finally arrested in
Delhi.Bilal Ahmed's
post-mortem was not
conducted.The post-

Umar's associate Aamir sent to 10-day custody

New Delhi
A tragic incident was
reported from Saudi
Arabia on Monday.
Forty-two Indian
nationals are feared
dead in a road acci-
dent. The accident
occurred around 1:30
a.m. last night when a
passenger bus travel-
ing from Mecca to
Medina met with an
accident.Telangana
CM Expresses Deep
CondolenceTelangana
Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy
expressed grief over
the incident and
released a helpline
number. Initial reports
indicate that some of
the passengers were
from Hyderabad. The
CM has directed
Shivadhar Reddy to

collect details of the
victims. He also
directed officials to
coordinate with the
Ministry of External
Affairs and the Saudi
Embassy for immedi-
ate relief
measures.Owaisi
Contacts Indian
EmbassyHyderabad
MP Asaduddin Owaisi
expressed grief over
the accident involving
a bus carrying Indian
Umrah pilgrims in
Saudi Arabia. In a
telephone conversa-
tion, Owaisi said he
has contacted two
travel agencies in
Hyderabad and shared
the passengers' infor-
mation with the
Riyadh Embassy. He
also spoke with Abu
Mathen George.

42 Indians killed in Saudi
Arabia bus accident

New Delhi
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta has made the fire
safety certificate renewal
system online. She launched
the portal for online renewal
of fire safety certificates at
the Delhi Secretariat on
Saturday. Delhi Government
Home and Education
Minister Ashish Sood and
senior officials from the
Delhi Fire Service (DFS)
were also present at the spe-
cial event. The portal, devel-

oped through a joint effort
by the National Informatics
Centre (NIC) and the Delhi

Government, fundamentally
restructures the fire safety
renewal process in Delhi.

The Chief Minister stated
that over the past eight
months, the Delhi
Government has implement-
ed several landmark reforms
that are directly benefiting
businesses, citizens, and var-
ious institutions in the capi-
tal. She explained that the
processes related to fire per-
mits, licensing, and other
mandatory approvals have
been simplified, transparent,
and transformed into a sin-
gle-window system.

Thiruvananthapuram

The Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) process was
affected across Kerala on
Monday as booth-level offi-
cers (BLOs) boycotted work
following the suicide of one
officer, allegedly due to work
stress. According to reports,
44-year-old Anish George, a
BLO in Payyannur, Kannur
district, was found hanging in
his home on Sunday. Family
members and local residents
alleged that he took the
extreme step due to work
pressure related to the SIR
process.Trade Unions Protest,
Demand Postponement of
SIRSeveral trade unions of
state government employees,
including the Working
Council of State Government
Employees and Teachers and

the Joint Committee of
Teachers' Service
Organizations, protested at the
district collectorate, demand-
ing that officials refrain from
putting excessive pressure on
BLOs and consider postpon-
ing the SIR. The Kerala NGO
Association also held protests
across the state, demanding
that SIR processes be halted
to prevent further suicides.

Meanwhile, George's body
was handed over to his rela-
tives after a post-mortem on
Monday. George's family reit-
erated that the pressure of
SIR-related work was
immense. George's brother-in-
law, Saiju, told reporters, "He
didn't even get time to eat or
sleep properly.He was under
immense pressure to complete
the work assigned to him

under the SIR exercise." Saiju
further explained that senior
officials constantly contacted
George for updates. He said,
"Given the immense work-
load, George's father told him
not to worry even if he lost
his job.""The role of CPI(M)
workers should also be inves-
tigated"Opposition leader
V.D. Satheesan said that pre-
liminary investigations indi-
cate that CPI(M) workers
should also be involved in
George's suicide. He alleged,
"We learned that George was
threatened when a Congress
booth-level agent accompa-
nied him for the counting."
He also alleged that both the
BJP and the CPI(M) are try-
ing to exclude traditional
Congress voters from the
electoral rolls.Sathesan also
lashed out .

Lucknow

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, comparing Uttar
Pradesh before 2017 with
today's Uttar Pradesh, said
that while riots used to occur
every third day, sisters,
daughters, and businessmen
were unsafe, and the state
faced an identity crisis, today
the same state has given the
country a model of law and
order. This can only be
achieved through effort.
Today, every festival is cele-
brated with enthusiasm and
joy, be it Holi-Diwali, Eid-
Bakrid, or Christmas. This is
how the rule of law works.
After presenting medals and
degrees to meritorious stu-
dents at BRD University on
Monday, Yogi said that the

medicine is bitter, but the
results are pleasant. It is
because of law and order that
the state has attracted invest-
ments worth ?45 lakh crore.
Eight years ago, this same
state did not receive even
?5,000 crore in five years.
Uttar Pradesh contributed

only 8 percent to the national
economy. Today, the state
has risen from 14th to second
in the ease of doing business.
The state used to be in the
bottom five in almost all
national schemes. Today, it
ranks in the top three.CM
Yogi also praised Uttar

Pradesh's contribution to
Operation Sindoor. He said,
"The drones manufactured
here also played a major role.
When it came to establishing
the BrahMos unit, land was
the biggest challenge, but we
decided to provide free space
for BrahMos in the capital
itself. We were asked how
such a large piece of land
could be given away for free,
but I was determined. The
land would have been worth
barely 200 crore rupees at the
time, but with the establish-
ment of the BrahMos unit,
Uttar Pradesh will receive
300 to 500 crore rupees in
GST annually."They were
stealing flower pots from a
Mercedes; if they had been
caught, it would have
brought shame to the

Dhaka

The court has delivered its
verdict on five serious
charges against former
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. The court
found her guilty and sen-
tenced her to death. This
decision has caused a sensa-
tion not only in Bangladesh
but throughout the world. In
its verdict, the Bangladesh
International Crimes
Tribunal found Sheikh
Hasina guilty of acts against
humanity. In addition to the
former Prime Minister, the
court also ordered action
against former Bangladesh
Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal
and former Inspector
General of Police
Chowdhury Abdullah Ali. A

three-judge bench headed
by Justice Mohammad
Golam Mazumder stated
that all three accused were
involved in the killing of
protesters, which sparked
violence across the country.
The court declared Sheikh
Hasina and Kamal fugitives
and ordered the punishment
of Chowdhury Abdullah Ali.
The court acknowledged
that the Hasina government
ignored the demands of stu-
dents. When a large number
of students took to the
streets to protest, the former
Prime Minister made an
offensive statement, calling
them "Razakars."Following
this statement by Sheikh
Hasina, students, including
female students, became
enraged, and the protesters
resorted to violence.

Bangladesh: Sheikh Hasina
sentenced to death 

NEW DELHI: Flagging
concerns that Indian arms
companies were failing to
deliver emergency procure-
ments on time and that
some of them were even
inflating the extent of
indigenous content in their
products, Chief of Defence
Staff Gen Anil Chauhan has
said the armed forces
expect "a bit of nationalism
and patriotism" in industry's
"profit-driven endeav-
ours"."Defence reforms are
not a one-way street.
(Domestic) industries will
have to be truthful about
their indigenous capabilities
to us. 
You cannot leave us in the

lurch. When you sign a
contract and don't deliver in
that particular time frame, it
is a capability that is being
lost," CDS said at a USI
seminar on Friday. CDS
said Army had told him
"most" of the Indian com-
panies had "over-promised
things" and failed to deliver
in specified time-frames
during 5th and 6th phases
of the emergency procure-
ments mechanism.  

CDS lashes out at defence
companies: 'Show a bit of

patriotism'

New Delhi

In Operation Sindoor, the
Pakistani Army used a
large number of drones
against India. In response,
the Indian armed forces
are strengthening their
capabilities against
enemy drones. To this
end, the Army and Air
Force are placing orders
for 16 indigenously
developed "Drone
Detection and Interdiction
Systems." This system is
capable of targeting and
disabling enemy drones
with a laser beam from a

distance of two kilome-
ters.The Defense Ministry
is expected to soon
approve the Defense
Research and
Development
Organization's (DRDO)
Integrated Drone
Detection and Interdiction
System (Mark 2).
Defense officials stated

that the 10-kilowatt laser
beam will double the
range of enemy drones.
The previous system was
only capable of targeting
enemy drones up to a dis-
tance of one
kilometer.Five-kilometer
range being testedDRDO
is continuously develop-
ing long-range laser-
based drone detection and
interception systems. In
this development, India
has also successfully test-
ed a Direct Energy
Weapon System, which
can target systems up to
five kilometers away. 

Enemy drones will be destroyed mid-air:

Force will include anti-drone systems
New Delhi
Union Health and Family
Welfare Minister J.P.
Nadda on Saturday
announced the extensive
expansion of the AMRUT
network across the country,
stating that the goal now is
to provide AMRUT phar-
macies in every medical
college and every district
hospital in the country,
ensuring access to afford-
able medicines for every
citizen. Nadda was
addressing the gathering
after inaugurating the 10th
foundation day celebra-
tions of AMRUT
(Affordable Medicines and
Reliable Implants for

Amrit Pharmacy will
be established in

every medical college
and district hospital 

Haryana Governor Prof. Ashim Kumar Ghosh along with his wife

Mitra Ghosh met the Vice President of India C.P. Radhakrishnan

at the Vice President's Enclave in New Delhi.

Kerala: BLOs boycott The Special Intensive Revision

There used to be riots here every third day, the same

state gave us a model of law and order: Yogi

CM launches portal for fire safety certificate
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New Laws: 2.5 Lakh FIRS &
62K Chargesheets/Year

Delhi: A year after Union home minister
Amit Shah ordered the introduction of new
criminal laws, the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS) and Delhi Police honored the mile-
stone with astonishing numbers. Police had
filed over 2.5
lakh FIRs in the
past year.
While 81,753
were ordinary
FIRs, 37,976
were for
motor vehicle
theft and
1,34,320 were for other thefts. In addition,
Delhi Police filed 62,153 BNS chargesheets,
47,218 within 60 days and 6,901 within 90
days. Additional 8,034 chargesheets were
filed under different categories, data
showed. The Delhi Police leadership said
BNS changed the force's focus to accounta-
bility, transparency, and victim-centricity.
Special commissioner (crime) Devesh
Srivastava said streamlined procedures and
technology increased investigation efficien-
cy. The use of forensic evidence improved
investigations, resulting in more convictions
and better victim outcomes. He noted that
technology made police services more
accessible and responsive, making it easier
for residents to report crimes and seek sup-
port.  

“Delhi: The Delhi gov-
ernment has granted
the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) financial autono-
my, allowing it to uni-
laterally approve high-
cost projects, including
ones surpassing Rs 50
crore, which could
greatly reduce adminis-
trative impediments
that the agency has
been facing. Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta
announced the deci-
sion, calling it a "his-
toric step" towards
expediting the imple-
mentation of vital proj-
ects pertaining to the
regeneration of the
Yamuna River, the con-
trol of drains, and the
supply of drinking
water. "Our govern-
ment is dedicated to
providing people with
results-oriented gover-
nance, not confusing
them with red tape,"
Gupta reportedly stat-
ed, according to the
(CMO) For the first
time ever, the Delhi
government has grant-

ed the Jal Board the
power to make deci-
sions and finish proj-
ects, which is a monu-
mental step forward.
The evolved into some-
thing more than just a
symbol; it can now
function independent-
ly and effectively.
According to the chief
marketing officer, the
Board can skip waiting
for Cabinet clearance
on projects worth
crores of rupees. This
decision to give the
Delhi Jal Board addi-
tional money is a huge
leap forward in terms
of making the govern-
ment more efficient

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Soraon
A Tehsil-level sports and
cultural program for chil-
dren with disabilities was
organized in the courtyard
of BRC, Soraon, on
Monday under the leader-
ship of Block Education
Officer, Suman Mishra. The
program was inaugurated
by lighting a lamp at the
statue of Goddess
Saraswati. Block Education
Officer, Holagarh, Lalji
Sharma was also present.
Children with disabilities
from all categories partici-
pated in a running competi-
tion. 
Children with intellectual

disabilities, visual impair-
ments, and hearing impair-
ments participated enthusi-
astically. 

Visually impaired chil-
dren participated in a
touch-and-identify competi-
tion, while hearing impair-

ments participated in a
painting competition.
Children with orthopedic
impairments participated in
a calligraphy competition.
Children with intellectual
and visual impairments par-
ticipated in a chair race. A
singing competition and
cultural program for visual-
ly impaired children were
successfully organized. To
make this program success-
ful, Special Educator and
Guide Teachers of Soraon
Tehsil, Dilip Tiwari,
Manoranjani Devi and
Brijesh Yadav, Arvind
Singh, Dayanand Mishra,
Gayatri Yadav BRC staff
organized the disabled
sports competition.

A Tehsil-level sports and cultural program for

children with disabilities was held
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Gazipur. A notorious cow

smuggler was injured and

arrested in a police

encounter by the Nonhara

police station team. One

country-made pistol, one

315-bore empty cartridge,

one shovel, and beef

remains were recovered

from his possession. As

part of the Superintendent

of Police's campaign

against crime and crimi-

nals, the Ghazipur police

were checking suspicious

individuals and vehicles at

various locations when

Inspector-in-Charge

Nonhara received infor-

mation from an informant

that the accused in con-

nection with the beef

found in the sack last

night were present in the

Siwan of village Baraar

and were attempting to

bury the remaining

remains. They could be

apprehended if prompt

action was taken. To veri-

fy this information,

Inspector-in-Charge

Nonhara and his team

arrived near the location.

Hearing the sound of the

police team, the criminals

targeted the police team

and fired one round from

a country-made pistol with

the intention of killing

them. The police team

fired in self-defense in a

balanced manner and the

criminal got shot in his

left leg. The injured crimi-

nal is being sent to Sadar

Hospital, Ghazipur for

first aid.

Taking advantage of the

darkness, two other

accused managed to

escape from the spot.

Further legal action is

being taken.In-charge

Inspector Nonhara Pawan

Upadhyay along with his

team and outpost in-

charge Atwa Mod Ajay

Kumar along with his

team were present in the

arresting police team.

Delhi: Indian Railways
will compile the reser-
vation chart 8 hours
before the train's
departure, up from 4
hours, to improve pas-
senger convenience.
This adjustment aims
to reduce passenger
uncertainty, especially
for waitlisted tickets.
Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw
evaluated ticket book-
ing reform efforts
before making the
decision. He said the
ticketing process
should be smart,
transparent, and effi-
cient, prioritizing pas-
senger comfort. The
reservation chart will
be prepared at 9 p.m.
the night before for
trains departing
before 2 p.m. A grad-
ual implementation
will provide a smooth
transition without dis-
turbance. Travelers
from outlying places
or suburbs of big cities
will benefit from addi-
tional time to check
their ticket status and
make alternate travel
plans. Waitlist passen-
gers will receive early
ticket confirmation
updates, making their

travel plans more pre-
dictable. Indian
Railways plan to
upgrade its Passenger
Reservation System
(PRS) by December
2025. The Centre for
Railway Information
Systems (CRIS) is

developing a PRS that
can handle 10 times
more loads. Over 1.5
lakh tickets can be
booked and 40 lakh
ticket enquiries han-
dled each minute if
deployed.  

Railways now prepare reservation

charts 8 hours before departure
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Gazipur. Muhammadabad

TehsilAn important meet-

ing of the Rural

Journalists Association,

Tehsil unit, was held on

Wednesday in the Tehsil

Journalists' Auditorium.

The meeting was conduct-

ed by the organization's

president, Ramvilas

Pandey. Several active

journalists from the tehsil

area were present. Various

journalists discussed in

detail the technical and

administrative challenges

they face during news

gathering. Journalists stat-

ed that they often face

obstacles while collecting

news at the grassroots

level, which require orga-

nizational efforts to over-

come. Organization

President Ramvilas

Pandey stated that jour-

nalism is a mirror of soci-

ety, and maintaining its

credibility is every jour-

nalist's primary responsi-

bility. He emphasized that

journalists must discharge

their duties with impar-

tiality and fearlessness.

Only by remaining united

can we effectively raise

social issues. 

"Clean and fearless jour-

nalism is the foundation

of a journalist's

respect."The journalists

present at the meeting

decided to further

strengthen the organiza-

tion, increase mutual

coordination, and effec-

tively raise issues related

to the safety and rights of

journalists with the

administration. All jour-

nalists unanimously stated

that concrete steps will be

taken to protect the inter-

ests of journalists in the

coming days.Vice

President Pradeep Kumar

Pandey, Somnath Singh

Kushwaha, Narendra Rai,

Reyaz Ahmed, JP Rai,

Angad Dubey, and

Ramashankar Sharma,

along with many other

journalists, were present

at the meeting.The meet-

ing concluded

in a cordial and positive

atmosphere.

Delhi: AAP national con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal
urged slum dwellers to
protest against the BJP-
led govt's demolition
drives and reject both the
BJP and Congress in
future elections.
Addressing a protest at
Jantar Mantar, Kejriwal
said, "Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said
'Jahan Jhuggi, Wahan
Makan', but what he

meant was 'Jahan Jhuggi,
Wahan Maidan'. His
promises are false, and I
urge you not to fall for
them in future." He
alleged that the Rekha
Gupta-led Delhi govt has
"ruined" the city in just
five months. "We left a
perfectly fine Delhi. But
these people ruined it.
There are long power
cuts, school fees have
been hiked, and their

ministers and MLAs are
busy looting Delhi," he
charged. Calling for unity
among slum dwellers,
Kejriwal said, 
"There are 40 lakh slum
dwellers. If you take to
the roads, they will be
forced to stop the demo-
litions." He added, "The
Anna movement started
from Jantar Mantar and
removed the Congress
from power. 

High-budget projects can
now be approved by DJB

Police launch major crackdown on

cow smuggling, illegal pistol, shovel,

and beef remains recovered

Arvind Kejriwal Slams BJP

Rural Journalists Association Meeting

Concludes, Focus on Impartiality,

Unity, and Journalists' Interests

Delhi : Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar
Saxena has written to
Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta to review the
blanket fuel restriction
on end-of-life (EOL)
vehicles in Delhi amid
growing public con-
cerns. Starting July 1,
the Commission for Air
Quality Management
directive, which has
since been overturned,
prohibited petrol
pumps from refueling
diesel vehicles older
than 10 years and
petrol ones older than
15 years, causing confu-
sion and criticism
around the city. In a

comprehensive letter,
L-G Saxena noted the
CAQM directive pres-
ents practical, legal,
and socio-economic
issues. He mentioned
the CM's recent meet-
ing and the

Environment Minister's
request to CAQM to
suspend the order due
to technical issues and
uneven enforcement
across NCR. 

Saxena called
the fuel embargo on

older vehicles "perhaps
in need of a compre-
hensive reappraisal,"
warning that it could

breach legal certainty
and equitable treat-
ment.

Delhi: National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has
served notice on the
Delhi Jal Board (DJB)
following a petition
alleging that private
developers had
unlawfully dug
borewells and were
drawing groundwater
without authoriza-
tion. According to the
petitioner, Arun
Kumar Tomar, noth-
ing happened after
he complained to the

DJB chairman.
According to Tomar,
19 private builders in
Delhi had allegedly
dug illegal borewells.
The charges necessi-
tate confirmation by
means of a spot
examination by the
DJB, as pointed out
Prakash Shrivastava.
It further stated that
the relevant SDM
should subsequently
take the required
measures.

DJB served with a notice by NGT

Delhi L-G Saxena asks the CM Rekha Guptato

reconsider the old vehicle fuel ban

Delhi : Delhi government may
hire licensed third-party firms
to handle fire safety certifica-
tions and no objection certifi-
cates (NOCs), relieving the fire
department. This is part of a
larger attempt to make city
business easier. Fire agencies
no longer issue NOCs in various
states. Instead, private fire

safety firms that are certified
by the state after an examina-
tion of their capabilities and
competence have been given
the duty, said a home depart-
ment official who oversees fire
services. This is being consid-
ered to let fire departments
focus on fighting without man-
aging certification requests.

The official stated that no pro-
posal has been written while
the notion is being considered.
The tentative plan calls for
third-party audits of major
businesses like factories, with
the fire department granting
certificates. Smaller businesses
like offices could be certified
directly by agencies. “Nothing

is finalized. The official said all
possibilities are being studied.
The move follows the govern-
ment's removal of Delhi Police
licensing requirements for
hotels, discothèques, swim-
ming pools, amusement parks,
video game parlours, and audi-
toriums to reduce bureaucracy.  

Delhi may hire a third party to provide fire OKs

The BJP government,
led by Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, presented
its maiden budget on
Tuesday, March 25.
Gupta presented 1 lakh
crore budget for 2025-
26, a 31.56% increase
from last year. In the
budget for the financial
year 2025-26, the gov-
ernment has allocated
12,952 crore to improve
Delhi's public transport
system.It has allocated
1,000 crore to improve
the connectivity of Delhi
with the NCR region.

Delhi: Delhi govt has given in-principle approval
to waive late payment surcharges on inflated
water bills, which will bring relief to lakhs of peo-
ple who have raised concerns about receiving
inflated bills. The waiver, however, will be for
domestic and government houses, not for com-
mercial consumers. Water minister Parvesh
Verma  said the scheme will be launched in two
months. He said that the implementation awaits
a software upgrade, shifting the existing Oracle-
based system to a cloud-based platform. "Once
the new system is operational.

Delhi govt approves waiver

on late payment surcharge

Govt allocates 12,952

crore for public

transport system
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Ajhuwa. Near the
Kanwar border of the
Kaushambi Saini
police station, the
occupants of a high-
speed luxury car col-
lided with a tanker and
rolled into a ditch.
According to the inci-
dent, Ankit Agnihotri,
son of Vimal
Agnihotri, and his
unidentified friend
were traveling from
Kanpur to Prayagraj in
a luxury vehicle.
While trying to over-
take, they collided
with a tanker on the
road in front of
Chaudhary Restaurant
near the Kanwar bor-
der. The car collided
with the tanker's side

and fell into a ditch
below the highway.
The luxury vehicle
overturned several
times and was com-
pletely destroyed in
the accident. However,
there were no casual-
ties. 
The driver, Ankit
Agnihotri, son of
Vimal Agnihotri, was
injured. The container
driver, Laxmikant, a
resident of Aligarh,
fearfully parked the
tanker and the vehicle
in Ajhuwa town. The
Ajhuwa outpost police
arrived at the scene,
treated the injured, and
began questioning the
tanker driver. The
tanker driver, Kali,
was on his way to
Bihar with a load of
asphalt from Gujarat. 

Overtaking a luxury car,
the occupants of the
vehicle rolled into a

ditch, narrowly escaping
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Kaushambi.
District Magistrate
Dr. Amit Pal hon-
ored eight students
from Dharma Devi
Inter College, Ken
Kanwar, who will
participate in the
69th National Rifle
Pistol Shooting
Competition, to be
held in Indore,
Madhya Pradesh,
from December 6
to December 9,
2025. Reshma

Devi, Madhu Devi,
Neelu Kushwaha,
Palak Jaiswal,
Shikha Verma,
Aniket Tiwari,
Prachi Yadav, and
Rudra Narayan in
his office on
Monday and con-
gratulated them on
winning medals at
the national level.
These students will
make Kaushambi
district proud by
representing Uttar
Pradesh. 

Let us tell
you that these stu-

dents have won
medals in the state
level rifle pistol
shooting competi-
tion held in
Varanasi from 13th
October to 16th
October, 2025 and
have been selected
to participate in the
competition to be
held at the national
level. District
School Inspector
Rajesh Kumar and
Principal Dr. Ram
Kiran Tripathi were
present on this
occasion.
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Kaushambi
On November 17th, during
Traffic Month,
Superintendent of Police
Rajesh Kumar held an
important meeting at the
police office to reduce road
accidents and issued strict
instructions to prevent
them. He stated that road
accidents should be pre-
vented so that road users
are safe and no family is
torn apart. During the
meeting, the
Superintendent of Police
clearly told his subordi-
nates that concrete steps
need to be taken to reduce
road accident deaths in the
districts. To address this
problem, the Ministry has
launched a program called
"Zero Fatality District"
(ZFD). Its aim is to signifi-
cantly reduce and eventual-
ly eliminate accidental
deaths in these high-risk
districts. The
Superintendent of Police
stated that the police are

committed to preventing
accidental deaths and are
working together to
achieve the goal of safer
roads. To address this
problem, the Ministry has
launched a program called
"Zero Fatality Districts"
(ZFD). Its aim is to signifi-
cantly reduce and eventual-
ly eliminate accidental
deaths in these high-risk
districts. This ranking is
based on an analysis of
three years of road acci-
dent data. Under the pro-

gram, a new initiative has
been launched to reduce
road accidents in Uttar
Pradesh. "Critical Corridor
Teams" will be formed in
233 police stations across
20 districts, including
Lucknow. These teams will
be provided with special-
ized training and resources.
These teams will analyze
the causes of accidents. Its
objective is to make the
roads safe. To control road
accidents, 'Critical
Corridor Team' will be

formed in 20 districts.
Necessary guidelines were
given to the team for effec-
tive implementation. In the
meeting, Circle Officer
Traffic, Nodal Officer of
CC Team Bhaiya Santosh
Kumar Singh, Sub
Inspector in charge of CC
Team formed under Police
Station Saini/Thana
Kokhraj, Police Station
Sandipanghat and team
members Chief Constable
and Constable were pres-
ent. 
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Koundhiyara
While the Chief Minister of
the state is implementing a
zero-tolerance policy
towards crime, Yogi's police
are merely investigating the
case of opening accounts for
the poor in the name of
employment and then com-
mitting cyber fraud using
those accounts. In the
Kundhiyara police station
area, the police investigation
is merely a formality, while
the gang members are open-
ly threatening women, caus-
ing fear and panic among
them. When will the police
take this matter seriously and
investigate? This is a major

question for the victims. On
Monday, women reached the
police station and filed a
complaint. Dozens of women
from the village panchayat,
along with half a dozen
organized members from the
village itself, opened bank
accounts for women in the
name of employment and
committed cyber fraud of
lakhs of rupees from these

accounts. 
The women have com-

plained about this to higher
authorities. On orders from
higher authorities, the
Kaundhiara police are
searching for the accused.
On Monday, they served a
legal notice at the bank,
demanding the women's
account details. Distressed
by the complaint, the

accused are openly threaten-
ing the women and are trying
to hush up the matter by
blaming the police adminis-
tration and bank employ-
ees.Following the complaint,
dozens of women from the
village, distraught by the
threats and angered by the
lack of police action, reached
the Kaundhiara police station
and announced that if strict
action is not taken against
the accused, they will be
forced to protest.
Surprisingly, despite such
serious allegations, it is tak-
ing the police three days to
obtain information about the
relevant bank accounts.
There are reports that local
intermediaries have begun
colluding with the bank and

police to hush up the matter.
While cyber fraud is on the
rise, if police negligence
leads to the case being sup-
pressed, the morale of cyber
fraudsters will skyrocket. It
remains to be seen whether
the police will investigate the
case and bring the accused to
justice, or whether the case
will be shelved due to inter-
ference from middlemen and
influential people. This time,
the victims have decided to
complain to the district com-
missioner and the Chief
Minister.The matter is being
investigated. Account details
have been requested from the
bank. Action will be taken
after the details are received
in three days. Abdus Salam
Khan. 

Prayagraj

A campaign against ille-
gal encroachments is
being conducted under
the leadership of the
District Magistrate in all
tehsils of Prayagraj dis-
trict. On Monday, as
part of a comprehensive
campaign against illegal
encroachments on bar-
ren land, barns, new fal-
low land, chauk marg,
and pond land, illegal
encroachments were
removed from four
locations in all tehsils of
the district. Chauk marg
in villages Dihiya,
Viraha, and Pathartal in
Tehsil Koraon, and road
land in village Mahuli,
were cleared of

encroachment. District
Magistrate Prayagraj
Manish Kumar Verma
has directed the Sub-
Divisional Magistrates
and other officials of all
tehsils to take immedi-
ate action on encroach-
ment-related com-
plaints. 
Furthermore, the
District Magistrate
Prayagraj has directed
all Sub-Divisional
Magistrates and

Tehsildars to conduct a
new survey of govern-
ment land/Gram Sabha
land in the tehsils,
determine the categories
of encroachments based
on this survey, and take
action against encroach-
ments accordingly. So
far, this campaign has
yielded positive results,
and the campaign
against encroachment
will continue in the
coming days.
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Prayagraj. Police have solved the
murder of Sakshi Yadav (17), an
11th-grade student found buried in a
deserted garden in Lakhrawan vil-
lage, Tharwai police station area. The
case took a new turn when the inves-
tigation revealed that Sakshi was
murdered by none other than her
lover, a Naik in the Army. The
police's revelation has sent shock-
waves throughout the region. Sakshi
left for school from her uncle,
Havildar Shyamlal Yadav's quarters
in the Cantonment area on November
10th but never returned home. After
several days of searching, her body
was found buried in the deserted for-
est of Lakhrawan on Saturday. Her
legs were bound with a scarf, her face
bore deep wounds, and her body was
decomposed. A shoe found nearby
and her school bag, found 500 meters
away, proved crucial in the investiga-
tion. Based on the mobile numbers
written in notebooks found in the bag,
the police began piecing together
clues. The investigation revealed that
Sakshi had been in a long-term love
affair with a soldier living near the
cantonment. The woman had been
pressuring him to marry her, but the
soldier's marriage had been arranged
elsewhere. Fear and fear of social
stigma had caused him stress.
According to the police, to escape
this pressure, he called Sakshi to meet
him in a secluded garden. When a
dispute escalated, he murdered her
and buried her body in a pit.
Surprisingly, when villagers, police,

and a crowd gathered at the scene
upon receiving information about the
body, the accused soldier was also
among the crowd. He watched the
entire incident from the front to avoid
suspicion. The accused is currently
posted as a pilot at the Bofors unit in
Patiala, Punjab, and was home on
leave.The police gathered evidence
against the accused using squad dogs,
technical investigations, and items
found. The phone number, call
details, and location written in the

copy clearly revealed the murder.
During the interrogation that contin-
ued late into the night, several facts
emerged, based on which the police
arrested the accused from the scene.
Following Sakshi's murder, the fami-
ly is in a state of mourning. The fami-
ly demands that their daughter's mur-
derer be punished severely. The
police are now thoroughly investigat-
ing every aspect of the case and will
soon present a detailed report on the
entire incident.

Sensational revelation in Sakshi's mur-

der case: Army man killed under pres-

sure from love affair and marriage

Eight students from Dharma Devi Inter

College will participate in the 69th National

Rifle Pistol Shooting Competition

Superintendent of Police held a meeting with
subordinates to prevent road accidents.

A gang is threatening complainants,
and the police are also negligent
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Prayagraj. Naib Tehsildar

Rajiv Shukla was attacked. On

Monday evening, he had

arrived to remove illegal

encroachment from leased land.

He had also called for a bull-

dozer. As soon as the revenue

team began demolishing the

illegal construction, a mob

attacked. The Naib Tehsildar

was injured in the stone pelting,

suffering a head injury. Two

police officers were also

injured. Chaos ensued. During

this, the mob also set fire to

three huts, destroying all the

belongings in the huts.The rev-

enue team had to halt the oper-

ation and return. The injured

have been hospitalized. The

Naib Tehsildar received stitches

on his head. The incident

occurred in Karnaipur village,

under the Baharia police sta-

tion. Police have registered a

case against 13 people.

Illegal encroachments removed

from four locations

Naib Tehsildar attacked,
head injured with stone

Sakshi's wings were tied with a scarf; her school bag was found
500 meters from the crime scene, The accused is posted as a pilot

in the Bofors unit in Patiala, Punjab; he was home on leave

Superintendent of Police Rajesh Kumar said that road users should be safe and no family should be torn

Several influential people are coordinating between the police and the bank to hush up the matter
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Do laws designed to protect
women from unsafe working
conditions constrain the
demand for their labour? This
question sits at the centre of
global debates about protective
legislation in labour markets.
Our recent research (Gupta et
al. 2025) examines what hap-
pened when Indian states lifted
long-standing bans that pre-
vented women from working
night shifts in factories. Our
findings offer important lessons
for policymakers seeking to
expand female employment,
particularly considering the sig-
nificant labour reforms that

have been recently initiated by
many state governments.  Do
laws designed to protect
women from unsafe working
conditions constrain the
demand for their labour? This
question sits at the centre of
global debates about protective
legislation in labour markets.
Our recent research (Gupta et
al. 2025) examines what hap-
pened when Indian states lifted
long-standing bans that pre-
vented women from working
night shifts in factories. Our
findings offer important lessons
for policymakers seeking to
expand female employment,

particularly considering the sig-
nificant labour reforms that
have been recently initiated by
many state governments.  This
“paternalistic discrimination”
(Buchmann et al. 2023) reflects
a global pattern. At least 20
countries still prohibit women
from working at night, while 45
countries ban women from sec-
tors deemed “unsafe” by law-
makers (World Bank, 2024).
These restrictions, however
well-intentioned, assume
women lack agency to make
their own employment choices
and that employers are unable
to provide safe workplaces for

all workers.  India’s experience
is particularly important given
its strikingly low female labour
force participation rates and the
potential for manufacturing to
provide formal employment
opportunities for women.  In
the early 2000s, a series of High
Court judgements held that
prohibitions against women
working at night were unconsti-
tutional because they deprived
women of economic opportuni-
ties. Following these judge-
ments, between 2014 and
2017, seven Indian states –
Andhra Pradesh, Assam,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh. 

It is surprising that the strategic islands of
Andaman, Car Nicobar, and Great Nicobar have
not been developed all these years into ports
and military bases to enhance trade and securi-
ty in India’s maritime zone. Nicobar offers excel-
lent connectivity to at least five countries to the
east—Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia,
and Sri Lanka—as well as Indian ports on the
eastern coast. Some islands in Nicobar and
Lakshadweep are out of bounds for outsiders,
as these are inhabited by tribes that have not
had any contact with the outside world. The
scenic Barren Island is also out of bounds, as it
is the only active volcano in India. There can be
no two opinions as far as the need to protect
the privacy of the tribes inhabiting some of
these islands. There are reports of earlier
attempts to establish contact with them and
draw them into the civilisational mainstream,
which were unsuccessful. Rules and regulations
were made considering their resistance and
respecting their right to continue with their
unique lifestyle. The Andaman and Nicobar
Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes)
Regulation, 1956, designates tribal reserves and
restricts entry for outsiders. The Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989, provides a legal frame-
work against exploitation, while the Forest
Rights Act, 2006, recognises their land rights.
The Ministry of Home Affairs has put in place
several restrictions and announced specific poli-
cies for the Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Groups (PVTGs) such as the Jarawas and
Shompen. So, several laws and restrictions are
already available to protect and preserve the
identity of the tribal communities. In this sce-
nario, there is hardly any need to shelve strate-
gically important projects and infrastructure
development schemes that will boost trade and
commerce, tourism and maritime economy,
and connectivity. Out of the 10 busiest contain-
er terminal ports in the world, six are in China,
and one each in Singapore, Malaysia, South
Korea, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
These account for as much as 60 to 70 per cent
of the 20-foot and 40–foot (1 TEU and 2 TEU)
containers transhipment. Apparently, nearly all
these container terminals and other ports in
Asia and the Indian subcontinent, as well as in
China and the Far East, depend on the shipping
lanes through the Malacca Strait, which
accounts for nearly $3.5 trillion in global trade.
The Strait of Malacca is also an important mar-
itime highway for the stakeholders of Indo-
Pacific as it connects the Indian and Pacific
Oceans. For the Quad and the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework (IPEF), this sea lane of
communication, accounting for nearly 60 per
cent of the global GDP, becomes the lifeline to
trade, commerce, and connectivity. There is no
reason why India should not have a technologi-
cally equipped, functional, state-of-the-art port
in Nicobar to tap into the trade happening
through its precincts. Besides the economic
uplift, a port facility in Nicobar and on other
islands in the Indian Ocean can help India
resolve other challenges too. By virtue of the
gigantic number of ships—about 90,000—pass-
ing through a narrow Strait, the sea lanes of
communication and the ports have become
choke points in the Indian Ocean. Interestingly,
in spite of the vast expanse of the sea, ships fol-
low a designated route guided by navigation
software, GPS, and Electronic Charting System
(ECS), very much like the flight path in the sky.
This often results in ships cruising very close and
colliding due to massive waves, ocean currents,
or simply not following the International
Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea
(COLREGS). In 2021, a container ship, Zephyr
Lumos, collided with the bulker,
Galapagos, off the port of Muar
in the Strait of Malacca, badly
damaging the Galapagos and
resulting in a huge oil spill. 

Hemingway has a short story
set in the Spanish Civil War
context in which an old man
leaving his town on the
approach of rebel armies sits
on the outskirts and shows
concern, to a questioner (a
foreign correspondent) with
the fate of his old cat that he
was obliged to leave behind
than with the tragedy of the
people involved in the hor-
rors of the unusually savage
civil war! We know that all
through the long national lib-
eration movement in India
the British could find quite a
number of Indian collabora-
tors at the expense of their
own countrymen. They did
not feel the passion for free-
dom to any marked extent.
They could not imagine how
the country could manage
without the British to govern
them! To the large majority
of people everywhere the
status quo and the custom-
ary round seem to be as
much part of nature as the
stars, the sun and the moon.
They cannot imagine a differ-
ent state of affairs. In moral
experience we are keenly
aware that people have the
greatest difficulty in realising
in imagination the inward
feelings and attitudes of their
own neighbours. A great
writer has a short story
showing how the heads of
husband and wife on adja-
cent pillows entertain widely
different thoughts that seem
to belong to separate worlds!
The great problem of human
life is this one of increasing
understanding of men of
each other’s inward life by
means of a more sensitive
imagination. Socialist (com-
munist) propaganda takes
full advantage of this failing

of human beings. It depicts
the ideal state of affairs
under their Utopia in such a
complete fashion that noth-
ing is left to the imagination
of those who are carried
away by the promises of
socialism regarding its new
heaven and new earth,
regarding its abolition of
poverty, its reign of equality,
its opportunity for self-reali-
sation for all and so on. No
schemes of logical criticism
of the economics, psychology
and philosophy of commu-
nism can have any effect on
the believer and the fellow
traveller. He comes to believe
in the Marxist Gospel as in a
new Bible or Koran as an
infallible revelation for the
scientific age of the present
and future. The picture pre-
sented by the propaganda of
the communist-socialists
occupies the imagination of
the intelligentsia of the pres-
ent age, by and large, by reit-
eration, emphasis and appeal
to humanitarianism as the
only way of redeeming the
under-dog. It benumbs the
critical faculties. Moreover,
criticism presupposes knowl-
edge of alternatives. The
greatest service that philoso-
phy as a systematic science of
reflection on ultimate reality
and ultimate values renders

to civilisation, as pointed out
so impressively by Dr. A. N.
Whitehead, is the suggestion
of alternative vision of socie-
ty and natural relations or
structure. Such alternative
ideas release the mind from
the stranglehold of custom or
dogma, new or old and cre-
ate an attitude of mind more
open and hospitable to new
ideas and rival hypotheses. It
is therefore necessary to
break the spell of socialist
dogma on the imagination of
fellow travellers and those
attracted by its dogma on
travellers and those attracted
by its Utopia as the only way
of progress based on science.
This can be done by showing
alternatives. Professor Bauer
(specialist in the economy of
backward peoples in the
University of London) has
said after a study of Indian
Plans and Policies that the
Indian Government seems
more interested in realising
socialism than in economic
development itself! He has
recorded his deliberate opin-
ion that in the absence of the
elaborate structure of con-
trols and regulations, crib-
bing, cabinning and confining
Indian enterprise in the pri-
vate field, a faster and more
many-sided progress in
development would result.

That is to say, his special
knowledge of economic facts
and ideas enabled him to see
other alternative possibilities
in the Indian scene at present
blocked by official pro-
grammes and policies and
their acceptance as good and
inevitable by the public. Even
the opposition parties have
failed to present sufficiently
well-informed and compre-
hensive schemes of develop-
ment making for better
results without curbing indi-
vidual initiative, repressing
capital formation and freez-
ing investment in the private
sector. Another reason for
this state of affairs, that is, for
the failure of imagination on
the part of critics and the
general public to visualise
their own schemes of devel-
opment inspired by their own
principles, views of social
ideals and economic well-
being and to present them to
the electorate in rivalry to
the official policy is their
inability to think of alterna-
tives. There was an opportu-
nity before Indian leaders at
the advent of independence
in August 1947. But unfortu-
nately India had a leader, sold
body and soul to socialism at
the moment of national self-
government. Even before the
first Five-Year Plan was
launched under the auspices
of the Planning Commission
in perfect imitation of the
Soviets, Parliament was
enacting the Industrial Policy
Resolution (1949) which laid
down the outline of socialist
policy reserving the com-
manding heights of the econ-
omy, as the phrase goes (in
British Socialist parlance)
meaning nationalisation or
otherwise taking control of

the key industries, transport,
insurance, railways, commu-
nications, mines, steel and
other heavy industries for
government ownership and
management. The imagina-
tion of Shri Jawaharlal Nehru
was completely dominated
by the socialist programme
of centralised economy after
the pattern of Soviet Russia.
The other members of
Parliament had not the imag-
ination to visualise the dele-
terious consequences for
production and liberty, price
levels, tax levels, misery
depths and so on of such
socialism as was realised
through the years. They did
not think out the rationale of
the policies of socialism
afresh. They took the
European programmes for
granted. They betrayed slave
mentality in the intellectual
and temporal field to an
astonishing extent, for which
the country is suffering even
today. For one thing, the poli-
cies have not been reviewed
from a rationalist and experi-
ential point of view in the
light of Indian conditions. The
results of the Plans in terms
of actual effects on the econ-
omy—prices, taxes, produc-
tion, redistribution, national
income, prosperity all round
etc. have not been assessed
from an independent point of
view even yet. The founding
of the Swatantra party is one
sign of the awakening on the
part of the intelligentsia that
an alternative policy is possi-
ble and necessary. The work
of the Libertarian Social
Institute of Mr. Lotvala has
been earliest in the field with
its own independent and crit-
ical rethinking of Marx and
communist programmes.

The Generation Z-led
protests in Nepal have
caught the global
attention, and interna-
tional agencies as well
as countries have come
forward to condole the
loss of around 30 lives
and hundreds who
were injured. While the
United Nations noted,
“We are shocked by
the killings and injury
of protesters in Nepal
today and urge a
prompt and transpar-
ent investigation.” How
did Nepal’s closest
neighbours, India and
China, respond? A day
after the protests
began in Nepal on 8
September, India stat-
ed the next day that it
was “closely monitor-
ing the developments
in Nepal…(and) our
thoughts and prayers
are with the families
and deceased. India
also added that “as a
close friend and neigh-
bour, we hope that all
concerned will exercise
restraint.” The same
evening, Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi tweeted, “The
violence in Nepal is
heart-rending. I am
anguished that many
young people have lost
their lives. The stability,
peace and prosperity
of Nepal are of utmost
importance to us. I
humbly appeal to all
my brothers and sisters
in Nepal to support
peace.” There was a
divided crowd on social
media about India’s

approach, whether it
was helpful and friend-
ly or interventionist,
but this came as no sur-
prise, as the so-called
border blockade of
2015 had already set
the social media toolkit
on India with hashtags
like #BackoffIndia
#GoBackIndia. It would
not be an exaggeration
to say that small-state
syndrome became an
intense public mood in
Nepal as it approached
relations with India,
especially after Nepal
promulgated the con-
stitution in 2015.  In a
carefully worded state-
ment, India added that
it had ‘noted’ the new
constitution and avoid-
ed using words like
“welcome” to acknowl-
edge the promulgation.
In the same statement,
India had urged that
“issues on which there
are differences should
be resolved through
dialogue in an atmos-
phere free from vio-
lence and intimidation
and institutionalised in
a manner that would
enable broad-based
ownership and accept-
ance” as it was deemed
as external interfer-
ence. However, these
hashtags often resur-
face. While India quick-
ly reacted to current
developments, some in
Nepal eagerly awaited
a statement from
China—its northern
n e i g h b o u r .
Interestingly, China’s
response to Gen Z to

the current political
d e v e l o p m e n t s
appeared cautious and
calculated, reflecting
its broader regional
strategic interests.
After 2008, Beijing has
carefully treaded with
the Communist leader-
ship in Nepal to deepen
its diplomatic ties and
goodwill in Nepal. The
move has been viewed
as a key element for
strategic influence over
the region. Leaders like
KP Oli and Pushpa
Kamal Dahal alias
Prachanda did not hesi-
tate to use the China
card to stoke the
nationalistic senti-
ments in Nepal. Finally,
on 10 September, the
Chinese Ministry.

of Foreign Affairs
Spokesperson issued a
statement saying,
“China and #Nepal are
each other’s traditional
friends and neigh-
bours. Hope the vari-
ous sectors in Nepal
will approach the
domestic issues prop-
erly and restore order
and stability in the
country soon.” This was
a typical Chinese state-
ment—del iberate ly
vague, refraining from
specifying the events
or parties involved, and
notably omitting any
reference to the
human cost of the
unrest. The carefully
crafted words reflect
China’s preference for
cautious diplomacy
and projects that they
do not comment.

The key difference between India and

China’s response to Gen-Z protests in Nepal
There, standing in a grey puddle of
light under the glass-domed lounge
at the Bayerischer Hof in Munich,
Germany, former Afghan spymaster
Amarullah Saleh understood the
nation he had given his life to build
was about to die. For almost a
decade, the Taliban had enjoyed safe
haven in Doha, operating a de facto
embassy there with diplomatic pro-
tections. They received funds, drew
up combat plans, and travelled to
meet their top leaders in Karachi and
Peshawar. The killing in Afghanistan,
however, had continued without
interruption—and President Ashraf
Ghani wanted the jihadists gone. He
said as much to the Emir of Qatar
during the Munich Security
Conference in 2020.  A smile on his
face, the Emir replied: “Well, we
have only permitted them to stay in
Qatar. Everything else, including
their expenses, is managed and over-
seen by the Central Intelligence
Agency. If you want this to end, ask
the CIA to stop.” This week, Qatar’s

role as peacemaker in the Middle
East came under assault, as a
squadron of Israeli combat jets tar-
geted terrorist group Hamas’ head-
quarters, not far from Doha’s famous
Corniche. The bombing took place
just as Hamas was discussing a Gaza
ceasefire proposal made by US
President Donald Trump. There was
no reaction from the formidable air
defences at Al-Udeid air base, home
to the Qatar Emiri Air Force, the
United States Air Force, and the
United Kingdom’s Royal Air Force.
For decades, Qatar has sought securi-
ty and prestige as the mediator
between the United States and
nations in conflict across the Middle
East—sending billions of dollars to
Hamas with the complete approval
of the Israeli Prime Minister, fun-
nelling cash to Benjamin Netanyahu’s
aides, helping the Islamists who
seized power in Syria, and exerting
influence from Egypt to Libya and
Tunisia. As the world order threatens
to buckle under new strains.

Qatar played all sides, peacemaker to Islamist

safe haven. Now there’s no place to hide

Protect and preserve the identity

of the tribal communities

Lifting night shift ban increased female employment 

in India—only among big firms

It depicts the ideal state of affairs under

their Utopia in such a complete fashion
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Samsung partners with India
R&D for next-gen phone

speech AI

Delhi : Samsung is counting on its India research
hub to drive a global push toward voice-first AI,
putting its engineers at the center of the Galaxy
Al ecosystem. At a media roundtable, Samsung
R&D Institute India - Bengaluru (SRI-B) represen-
tative Mohan Rao said India is one of the compa-
ny's main Al locations outside Korea. "When it
will be voice-first relies on research discoveries.
Current research is extensive." Rao stated. "We
faced numerous hurdles in making Al models run
in the gadget. Native platforms must develop and
operate natural language ASRs well. We can then
consider voice-only phones." Multiple ecosystem
stakeholders say voice will be the main way con-
sumers connect with Al. In an interview, IndiaAl
Mission CEO Abhishek Singh said the organiza-
tion was creating voice-first Al models for Indian
languages. Tech companies like Google and
OpenAl will favor voice interfaces globally. Voice-
first Al could help Samsung's phones stand out
from competitors, as it sells its Al directly in con-
sumer hardware. 

Delhi : The CAG report on
Income Tax department per-
formance, tabled in
Parliament , raised concerns
over non-sharing arrears and
outstanding demand data with
the audit team. The report
(No. 14 of 2024) found that
the I-T department failed to
furnish information for over
42% of requisitioned
instances, restricting audit
scope. "The I-T dept did not
provide data on cases closed
after March 2020, preventing
verification of the correctness
of the closure of these cases,"
noted. On March 2021, CAG
reported that the I-T outstand-
ing demand, raised but not
achieved, was Rs 14.41 lakh
crore, with Rs 10.58 lakh crore
'under dispute', 73% of the
total. "Audit noticed instances
of exaggerated tax demands

raised by the I-T dept, such as
not allowing credit for taxes
already paid by the assessee,
levying incorrect interest, and
committing mistakes while giv-
ing effect to the appeal
orders," the CAG said. The
report also found that nullified
demands remained in out-
standing demand, and the
delay in implementing appeal
orders delayed refunds, result-

ing in the I-T department issu-
ing refunds for the inflated
demands with interest and
harassing assessees. Audit
found incorrect reporting of
outstanding demand, failure
or delay in recovery of out-
standing demand, and sys-
temic issues like lack of granu-
lar data, risk scoring technique
in setting targets, dossier
report non-maintenance.

CAG report criticizes income tax department's arrears

Delhi : Before the 56th
GST Council meeting
next month, a key con-
sumer products distrib-
utor association has
called for a reconsidera-
tion on classifying aer-
ated beverages as "sin"
commodities and a
reduction in the 18%
GST on bottled water.
The All India Consumer
Products Distributors
Federation (AICPDF)
said taxing aerated bev-
erages as "sin" goods at
28% with cigarettes and
tobacco ignores the
fact that over 70% of
sales come from small
packs of 10-20 drinks,
mostly consumed by

low-income groups.
These products are in
the highest GST slab
(28%), plus a 12% com-
pensatory cess. "Listing
these with dangerous
products like cigarettes
and tobacco is unjust
and disproportionate. It
reduces affordability
and demand in a sector
that sustains millions of

shopkeepers "AICPDF
national president
Dhairyashil H Patil stat-
ed. Over 450,000
wholesalers and 13 mil-
lion are represented by
the federation. The fed-
eration also claimed
lowering GST on bot-
tled water from 18%
will increase compli-
ance, affordabilit.

Delhi : Walmart-
owned Flipkart is
under a preliminary
tax probe for allegedly
changing its invoicing
processes to lessen its
GST tax due.
Investigators claimed
the corporation dis-
guised seller market-
place fees as "trans-
portation costs" to
claim reduced GST
rates for small road
transport operators. It
would lower the com-
pany's tax bill. Online
marketplace activities
like buying, selling,
charging vendors com-
mission, listing, and
facilitating payments
normally incur 18%
GST. The article said
the Directorate
General of Goods and
Services Tax
Intelligence (DGGI) is
investigating Flipkart
accusations. Mint said
that regulators will
submit a show-cause
notice for prosecution
if they have compre-
hensive proof against
the corporation. A
Madras High Court
lawyer wrote to Union
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Flipkart's invoicing
practice. The 

Federation of
International Trade
Investor Gunodaya
Association raised the
issue in a press state-
ment on August 23,
the article said. The
Supreme Court of India
monopolistic heat hit
the company earlier
this year. The apex
court said the ecom-
merce giant created
market monopolies
and worried about
smaller businesses'
future. Flipkart's
apparent use of its
dominant position
prompted the bench to
notify the company's
counsel of their
monopoly investiga-
tion. The investigating
Amazon and Flipkart's
alleged anti-competi-
tive actions in 2020,
including subsidizing
some e-retailers.

Flipkart Under Investigation 

for GST Billing Loophole

Delhi : Qatar Investment
Authority (QIA) subsidiary
Qatar Holding has peti-
tioned the Karnataka high
court to enforce an arbi-
tral award of $235 million
(Rs 2,060 crore) against
Byju Raveendran and
Byju's Investments. From
Feb 28, 2024, the claim
includes 4% annual inter-
est compounded every-
day, totaling over $14 mil-
lion (Rs 123 crore). The
disagreement began in
September 2022 when
Qatar Holding loaned BIPL
$150 million. Raveendran
personally insured the
debt to buy 17.8 million
Aakash Educational
Services shares. The fund-
ing terms prohibited the
transfer of those shares,
but Raveendran trans-

ferred them to another
Singapore corporation,
breaking the agreement.
Qatar Holding wanted
$235 million early pay-
ments after repeated fail-
ures. Arbitration in was
held in March 2024 when
BIPL and Raveendran
failed to comply. An
emergency arbitrator
froze assets up to the dis-
puted amount world-
wide, which the

Singapore high court con-
firmed. Finally, on July 14,
the panel ordered $235
million plus interest paid
immediately. The enforce-
ment suit seeks recogni-
tion of the award as a
court judgment and an
injunction on transfers
and attachment of
Raveendran and BIPL's
Indian moveable and
immovable assets.  

Delhi : A regulator for
fair trade If Adani
Group is successful in
its effort to acquire
debt-ridden Jaiprakash
Associates during the
current insolvency
process, the deal would
be sanctioned in princi-
ple by CCI.

In a press release,
the regulator described
the proposed combina-
tion as involving the

acquisition of up to
100% of Jaiprakash
Associates Ltd (JAL)
shares by Adani
Enterprises Ltd (AEL),
Adani Infrastructure
and Developers Pvt Ltd
(AIDPL), or another
entity within the Adani
Group. 

The Adani Group's
acquisition of JAL has
been authorized by the
Competition

Commission of India
(CCI). The firm in ques-
tion must obtain the
competition watch-
dog's approval before
submitting a resolution
plan, as a result of a
recent Supreme Court
decision pertaining to
the interpretation of
the Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC).  

Suzuki commits to investing Rs

70,000 cr in India 

Distributors want bottled water,

aerated drinks and GST lowered

The CCI approves Adani's plan to acquire JAL

In a $235 million lawsuit

against Byju's CEO, QIA

Delhi : The Centre has extend-
ed a cotton-import duty
exemption until the end of the
year to make the domestic gar-
ment sector more competitive,
especially with the US's 50%
tax on Indian exports. The
Centre suspended 11% cus-
toms charges on raw fibre
imports from August 19 until

September 30. The tax break
would last until December 31,
the finance minister declared.

Srijit Misri, a member of the
Apparel Export Promotion
Council, praised the decision,
saying, "Council chairman
Sudhir Sekhri wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
requesting a policy initiative to
save the sector and livelihoods
due to the business environ-
ment and US tariffs. This move

is welcome." Tiruppur
Exporters Association  general
secretary and Esstee Exports
India Pvt Ltd chairman N
Thirukumaran stated the
exemption "stabilise the cot-
ton prices in India to be at par
with international prices". "The
extension has come as a timely
relief for the textile industry.

Delhi : Though the
news of a decrease in
the goods and services
tax (GST) has brought
joy to consumers and
businesses alike, it has
also created an unusual
dilemma for brick-and-
mortar and online
stores. According to
businesses, festive
demand, which typical-
ly starts with the
Ganesh holiday in
Maharashtra and Onam
in the south, is being
subdued while con-
sumers wait for the GST
rates to truly decrease,
leading to a decline in
retail prices. In the days
leading up to Dussehra
and Diwali, the festive
opening is typically a
very busy time, so this

is causing us concern.
Companies selling auto-
mobiles and consumer
products, as well as
retailers, are sitting on
their hands until a deci-
sion is made on the
ground, due to the
news of a GST rate cut
and the imminent fall in
retail prices. Stores sell-
ing white goods, such
televisions, air condi-
tioners, and dishwash-

ers, have the same
challenge. Customers
are already contacting
us in droves to find out
when they may expect
to see price reductions.
According to the CEO

of a leading consumer
products company,
buyers are now saying
they will wait for the
price cut before taking
delivery.  

Three Bangladesh-India border land ports to close

Delhi : While speaking
at the e-Vitara launch,
Toshihiro Suzuki,
President of Global
Suzuki, announced that
Suzuki will spend Rs
70,000 cr in India over
the course of five to six
years. According to the
head of the manufac-
turer, the investment
would help boost pro-
duction, introduce new
models, and protect
the company's position
in the world's third-
largest automobile
market. More than 11
lakh people have found
direct employment in
the value chain thanks
to the Japanese compa-
ny's investment of
more than Rs 1 lakh
crore in India.
Production of the e-
Vitara electric SUV will
begin in Gujarat, India,
and will go to 100 dif-
ferent nations.
Nevertheless, e-Vitara's
launch in India has not
yet been scheduled.
The business plans to

spend Rs 3,200 crore
by FY26 to set up an
electric vehicle line at
the Gujarat site. There
are three separate fac-

tories on the 640-acre
property, with a total
annual capacity of
750,000 units.  
image.png

Delhi: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has approved IndiGo's
request to extend its agree-
ment with Turkish Airlines,
subject to regulatory condi-
tions, the airline confirmed
.Sources confirmed that the
extension has been granted
for 6 months, till February 28,
2026.The present extension
was supposed to expire on
August 31.In a statement
issued by IndiGo, it said, "We
acknowledge the acceptance
of IndiGo's request for exten-
sion to its wet lease arrange-
ment with Turkish Airlines,
subject to conditions laid
down by the regulator.

DGCA approves IndiGo's 6-

month extension of agree-

ment with Turkish Airlines

Cotton imports were duty-free till year-end

Delhi : Interglobe
Aviation (Indigo) pro-
moter Rakesh Gangwal
and the family trust
are selling 1.2 crore
shares, or 3.1% of the
company's equity, for a
minimum of Rs 7,028
crore, or $801 million.
11 Improvements to
the Cloud in 2025. 
The sale's term sheet

said that the Indian
branches of JP
Morgan, Goldman
Sachs, and Morgan
Stanley are in charge
of the block deal,
which is set to con-
clude on Thursday at a
floor price of Rs 5,808

per share, which rep-
resents a 4% discount
to Interglobe
Aviation's Tuesday
closing. In September
2022, when he and
Rahul Bhatia, another
co-founder and pro-
moter of the company,
resolved their dis-
agreement, Gangwal,
one of the founding-
promoters of India’s
leading airline, began
selling his stake in the
business. This will be
Bhatia's eighth round
of stake sale in Indigo,
according to statistics
from 2022.  

Gangwal sold his 3.1% share in

Indigo for more than Rs 7,000 crore.

Delhi : The adminis-
tration boasted that
the fourth edition of
SEMICON India 2025,
which has grown dou-
ble the size of last
year's edition, will be
inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on September 2.
New Delhi's Yashob-
hoomi (IICC) will host
the gathering from
September 2–4, 2025.
Singapore, Malaysia,
Japan, and South
Korea will all have
their very own pavil-
ions during SEMICON
India. The United
States, Malaysia will
each host one of six
c o u n t r y - s p e c i f i c
roundtables.
The number of states

PM to inaugu-

rate SEMICON

India 2025

Delhi: An additional
supplier for the main
fuselage of the H125
helicopter, Mahindra
Aerostructures 
(MASPL) has been
given a contract by
Airbus Helicopters,
which is a boon to the
"Make in India" avia-
tion industry.
Industrialization is
scheduled to com-

mence at the MASPL
site in Bengaluru as
per the contract, with
the first fuselage deliv-
ery anticipated for
2027. After MASPL was
awarded the contract
to manufacture the
fuselage of the H130
helicopter in April
2025, this work pack-
age was initiated.
"This new contract

Flight deck of Airbus helicopters to

be manufactured by Mahindra
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