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Prayagraj. The Additional District Magistrate
(ADJ) Rape and POCSO Special Court has directed
the Jhunsi police station to register an FIR and
investigate allegations of sexual abuse against
Shankaracharya Swami Avimukteshwarananda
Saraswati of Jyotish Peeth. The court has also
ordered the investigation to be conducted against
Shankaracharya and his disciple Swami
Mukundanand Giri.Reacting to the court's order,
Shankaracharya said he welcomes the court's deci-
sion. He said that only after the case is filed will the
investigation and testimony process begin, which
will reveal the truth. He called the allegations base-
less and termed them a conspiracy against
him.Shankaracharya said that he has been raising
issues like cow protection, which is why he is being
targeted. He also alleged that the complainant is a
history-sheeter and a disciple of another religious
saint.Meanwhile, following the court's directive, the
police administration has begun preparing for fur-
ther legal action in the case. Officials say that the
investigation will be conducted in accordance with
the court's order. 

Allegations of illegal occupa-
tion of school land in Ghatwa,
appeal to administration made
Prayagraj. The issue of illegal occupation of land
belonging to Shrungi Rishi Inter College, located in
Ghatwa village of the Karchana area, is gaining
momentum. The school family has filed a complaint
with the tehsil administration, seeking justice.
Allegations are that the school's boundary wall was
demolished to encroach upon the land, and illegal
constructions were made on the campus, and shops
were set up there. Principal Dr. Santosh Kumar
Singh, along with teachers, submitted a complaint
to SDM Bharti Meena, stating that most of the
school's land has been encroached, leaving insuffi-
cient space for sports and other educational activi-
ties. This is affecting the school's academic envi-
ronment.The school administration alleges that the
encroachers demolished the toilets for boys and
girls, promising to build new ones. However, no
construction work has begun yet. Due to the lack of
toilets, especially girl students are facing huge
inconvenience. The Principal says that due to lack
of basic facilities, the studies of the students are get-
ting affected. It is also affecting the attendance of
girl students, due to which the parents are angry.
SDM Bharti Meena said that instructions have been
given to investigate the matter and revenue officials
were sent for site inspection. However, the school
family alleges that on the spot the team tried to
return by talking about a compromise. The school
family has demanded immediate action from the
administration to remove the encroachment and
reconstruct the toilet, so that the students can get
basic facilities and studies can go on smoothly. 

Dispute erupts over land worth
crores along the highway, case

filed against four people
Prayagraj. A dispute over land worth crores of
rupees located along the Prayagraj-Mirzapur
Highway in Haujaktorwa Bastar village, under the
Bhirpur outpost of the Karchana police station, is
deepening.
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Phaphamau/Prayagraj 

The annual function for
the children was held with
great pomp and show at
Rudra Prayag Vidya
Mandir, a renowned school
in the field of education,
located on the Ganga bank
of Phaphamau/Prayagraj
district. Like every year,
this year too, the annual
function was held with
great pomp and show.
Gauri Dwivedi, Principal
and main coordinator of
the program, explained
that this school, which
began in 2006, has contin-
ued to grow and continue
to grow, and today, cele-
brating its 20th anniver-
sary, is celebrating its
annual function. The chil-
dren, who have excelled in
academics and sports, were
honored with the Saraswati
Gyan Award, encouraging

them. The program began
with the lighting of lamps
and a prayer service.
Following this, the chief
guest was DIG Dheeraj
Kumar of the CRPF Group
Center, Padila, and Deputy
Commandant Neeraj
Kumar of the 101st
Battalion, RAF,
Shantipuram, who served

as special guests.
They were

honored with robes and
mementos. The children's
program began with a
Ganesh Puja performance,
in which they presented
the victory of Dharma over
Adharma from the
Mahabharata. 

There were

also patriotic performanc-
es. CRPF Group Center,
Padila, DIG Dheeraj
Kumar, who served as the
chief guest, stated that this
school is a temple of edu-
cation and values, and that
today's children will be the
future leaders of tomorrow
and will continue to proud-
ly uphold the nation's
name.

Present on the
occasion were school
administrator Satyendra
Dwivedi, members of the
school family, including
Shailesh Tiwari, Jyoti
Pandey, Jyoti Ojha,
Sarvdev, Amit Singh, Gyan
Prakash, Swati Tripathi,
Diksha Tripathi, Shikha
Shukla, and the entire
school staff. The children's
melodious performances
captivated everyone, and
everyone present cheered
and cheered the children
on with applause. The pro-
gram was well-conducted
by Suvarna and Kuldeep.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Bhadohi. In accordance
with the government's inten-
tion, "Sampoorna Samadhan
Diwas" was organized in all
tehsils of the district on
Saturday. Administrative
and police officials jointly
heard complaints to ensure
prompt resolution of com-
plaints, ensuring on-the-spot
action in many cases.In
Tehsil Aurai, District
Magistrate Shailesh Kumar
and Superintendent of
Police Abhimanyu Manglik
heard complaints. Chief
Medical Officer Dr. Santosh
Kumar Chak and other offi-
cials were present. In Tehsil
Gyanpur, Additional District
Magistrate (Judicial) Vijay
Narayan Singh, SDM Bhan
Singh, and the Police Circle
Officer resolved complaints,
while in Tehsil Bhadohi,
SDM Arun Giri and other
officials conducted hear-
ings.During the hearing in
Tehsil Bhadohi, a total of 47
applications were received,
of which 9 cases were
resolved immediately by a
joint team. In the remaining
cases, revenue and police
teams were formed and
directed to resolve them in a
timely manner.Emphasizing
inter-departmental coordina-

tion, the District Magistrate
directed that a district offi-
cer be designated as a team
leader for each revenue and
police team. He directed that
the team leader should con-
duct a field inspection and
submit a report on the same
day. He clarified that paper-
work will not be acceptable
in resolving complaints.
Communication with the

complainant should be
ensured through transparent
and quality resolution, oth-
erwise action will be taken
against the concerned per-
son.Awareness and benefici-
ary-oriented camps were
also organized by various
departments on the occasion
of Sampoorna Samadhan
Diwas. Information was pro-
vided to the public through

Child Development
Nutrition, Ayushman Golden
Card, Family Planning, Old
Age Pension of the Social
Welfare Department,
Mission Shakti Scheme of
the Women Welfare
Department, and the
Revenue Department's help
desk.

The DM stated
that if complaints are

resolved satisfactorily at the
tehsil level, complainants
will not need to complain at
higher levels. Police and
revenue officials were
instructed to conduct joint
field inspections and ensure
fair resolution. He stated
that the government is com-
mitted to prompt and quality
resolution and no negligence
will be tolerated. 

Sampoorna Samadhan Diwas:
DM-SP heard complaints, 9 out
of 47 cases resolved on the spot

Meja 

On 20 February 2026, M/s Meja

Urja Nigam (P) Limited took a sig-

nificant and commendable step

towards social inclusion and

empowerment of persons with dis-

abilities under its Corporate Social

Responsibility (CSR) initiative. In

collaboration with Aarogyam

Hospital and Artificial Limbs

Manufacturing Corporation of India

(ALIMCO), MUNPL distributed a

total of 482 assistive devices to 348

Divyang beneficiaries from nearby

rural areas.The objective of this spe-

cial drive was to promote self-

reliance among persons with disabil-

ities, reduce the challenges they face

in daily life, and integrate them into

the mainstream of society.The dis-

tributed assistive devices included

motorized tricycles, hand-operated

tricycles, wheelchairs, hearing aids,

smart sticks, and other essential aids.

These devices were identified and

provided based on the individual

needs of the beneficiaries to enhance

their mobility, communication abili-

ties, and confidence. Modern

devices such as motorized tricycles

and smart sticks, in particular, will

enable beneficiaries to move inde-

pendently and perform daily activi-

ties with greater ease.The program

was inaugurated with the ceremonial

lighting of the lamp by Chief Guest

Shri G. Srinivasa Rao, CEO,

MUNPL, and Smt. Kavitha Rao,

President, Aparajita Mahila Samaj.

In his inspiring address, the CEO,

MUNPL stated that the initiative

goes beyond mere distribution of

equipment; it is a mark of respect

for the dignity and self-esteem of

specially-abled individuals who have

faced life’s challenges with determi-

nation, courage, and confidence. He

emphasized that physical challenges

cannot limit a person’s dreams, tal-

ents, or capabilities, and with proper

support and opportunities, they can

significantly contribute to nation-

building.Smt. Kavitha Rao appreci-

ated the CSR initiative, calling it a

true example of compassion and

social responsibility. She stated that

persons with disabilities are an inte-

gral part of society, and providing

them support, respect, and equal

opportunities is a moral responsibili-

ty for all. Such assistive devices not

only make life easier but also pave

the way for self-dependence and

renewed confidence.The CEO fur-

ther added that a strong nation can

only be built when every section of

society—especially persons with

disabilities—receives dignity, equal

opportunities, and access to

resources. He urged everyone to

actively participate in building an

inclusive society and to foster sensi-

tivity and support toward Divyang

individuals.Senior officials including

Shri Pankaj Kumar Gupta (Chief

General Manager, Engineering), Shri

Narendra Nath Sinha (General

Manager, Operation &

Maintenance), Shri Ashok Kumar

Samal (General Manager,

Maintenance), Dr. A.K. Chaudhary

(Chief Medical Officer), Shri

Angshu Barua (Chief Finance

Officer, MUNPL), Shri Vivek

Chandra (Additional General

Manager, HR), Shri Anil Kumar

(Vice Chairman), department heads,

ALIMCO representatives, and a

large number of rural residents were

present on the occasion.During the

program, beneficiaries expressed

their gratitude and shared that these

assistive devices would bring posi-

tive transformation to their lives.

This initiative will not only improve

their quality of life but also strength-

en the values of social inclusion,

equality, and humanitarian commit-

ment. MUNPL reaffirmed its com-

mitment to continue such welfare

initiatives for regional development

and social upliftment in the future.

Court orders FIR against
Shankaracharya

Avimukteshwarananda and disci-
ple, says decision welcomed 

Utran. A 65-year-old man died

on the spot in a tragic road acci-

dent on Saturday evening in

Barethi village, under the Uttaran

police station area of

??Prayagraj. The deceased has

been identified as Ranjeet Singh,

son of the late Yashwant Singh, a

resident of Barethi.According to

reports, a Mahindra tractor carry-

ing green wood was heading

from Balipur towards Jagatpur.

Ranjeet Singh was walking home

at Barethi intersection when the speeding tractor struck him and crushed him, killing him on the

spot.Upon receiving information

about the incident, police arrived

at the scene, took possession of

the body and sent it for post-

mortem. Police have seized the

tractor and detained one person

and begun questioning.It is

reported that the deceased were

three brothers, two of whom

have already passed away. Their

family includes their wife

Nirmala Devi, son Pankaj, and

daughter Vandana, who is mar-

ried.Due to this incident which

happened around 7 pm, there is

an atmosphere of mourning in

the entire area. 

Tractor collision leads to tragic death of elderly
man, village plunges into mourning

Children gave melodious performances at the

annual function at Rudra Prayag Vidya Mandir
Children were encouraged with the Saraswati Gyan Award.Today's children

will be the future of tomorrow - Chief Guest - Dheeraj Kumar

Meja Urja Nigam (P) Limited distrib-

uted 482 assistive devices to 348

Divyang (persons with disabilities)

under its CSR initiative Meja
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Prayagraj. A Kisan
Kranti Mahapanchayat
will be held at the
Divisional
Commissioner's office
on March 14th, 2026,
to address various
farmers' demands.
This decision was
taken at a meeting of
the Bharatiya Kisan
Union held at the
Patthar Church com-
plex. The
Mahapanchayat will
be led by farmer
leader Chaudhary
Rakesh
Tikait.Officials at the
meeting stated that a

large number of farm-
ers from Prayagraj and
surrounding areas will

attend the
Mahapanchayat and
strongly present their

problems to the
administration. Youth
State President Anuj

Singh stated that farm-
ers' rights will not be
compromised and the

movement will contin-
ue until their demands
are met.Issues raised
at the Mahapanchayat
include fair compensa-
tion as per the current
circle rate during land
acquisition, ending the
practice of setting low
compensation rates,
preventing fertile land
from being declared
green belts, protecting
crops from stray ani-
mals, and addressing
other local
issues.Organization
officials said that
farmers are united to
fight for their rights
and will fight deci-
sively to protect water,
forests and land.

Farmers will surround the Divisional

Commissioner's office on March 14th to

raise farmers' issues, a Mahapanchayat

will be held under the leadership of Tikait
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Gopiganj (Bhadohi). When
the mortal remains of mar-
tyr Agniveer Dheeraj
Kumar Gupta, a resident of
Jethupur village in Aurai
development block, arrived
in the village on Saturday,
the entire area was plunged
into mourning. Public rep-
resentatives, administrative
officials, and thousands of
people gathered to offer
wreaths and bid farewell to
the brave son.The martyr's
body was brought from
Jammu and Kashmir,
wrapped in the tricolor,

with full state honors by
soldiers from his battalion.
The army and police per-
sonnel saluted with their
weapons lowered to the
national anthem. During
this, the atmosphere rever-
berated with slogans of
"Bharat Mata ki Jai" and
"Martyr Dheeraj Gupta
Amar Rahein."On this
occasion, MP Dr. Vinod
Kumar Bind, District
Magistrate Shailesh Kumar,
Superintendent of Police
Abhimanyu Manglik, along
with other public represen-
tatives and officials, paid
tribute by offering wreaths

to the martyr's mortal
remains. Officials met with
the martyr's family—broth-
er Neeraj Kumar, mother,
and other family mem-
bers—to console them and
assure them of all possible
assistance. The martyr's
mother was presented with
a tricolor with state hon-
ors.The funeral procession
was taken to Bhogaon
Ghat, about five kilometers
from the martyr's home,
and a large crowd gathered.
People showered flowers
along the way to pay trib-
ute. At the funeral site, the
military and police forces

conducted the last rites
with full state
honors.Additional
Superintendent of Police
Shubham Agarwal,
Additional District
Magistrate Kunwar
Virendra Maurya, Sub-
District Magistrate Aurai
Shyam Mani Tripathi,
Circle Officer Rajiv Kumar
Singh, along with a large
number of public represen-
tatives and local residents
were present. All paid trib-
ute to the martyr's supreme
sacrifice and stated that his
sacrifice always inspires
the nation.
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Gopiganj (Bhadohi). In view of
the upcoming Holi festival, Holi,
Eid ul Fitr, Navratri, and Ram
Navami, a Peace Committee
meeting was held on Friday at the
Suriyawan Police Station premis-
es. Religious leaders from vari-
ous communities, village heads,
prominent citizens, and digital
volunteers participated in the
meeting.

The meeting was
organized under the direction of
Superintendent of Police
Abhimanyu Manglik and the
supervision of Additional
Superintendent of Police
Shubham Agarwal. In the pres-
ence of Circle Officer Bhadohi
Ashok Kumar Mishra, Tehsildar
Bhadohi, and Station House
Officer Suriyawan, people were
interacted with, their problems
were heard, and suggestions were

taken.Officials appealed to those
present to celebrate all festivals
peacefully and harmoniously. It
was clarified that no processions
or religious processions would be
held without permission.
Religious events that obstruct
roads were also prohibited.
Special emphasis was placed on
following the guidelines issued
by the government.Police offi-
cials stated that strict action will
be taken against antisocial and
unruly elements.
Anyone who notices any suspi-

cious activity should immediately
inform the relevant police station
so that necessary action can be
taken in a timely manner.The
meeting also stated that special
monitoring is being maintained
on social media. Strict legal
action will be taken against those
who post any objectionable, mis-
leading, or rumor-mongering con-
tent.

Peace Committee Meeting at

Suriyawan Police Station

Regarding Festivals, Appeal to

Maintain Harmony
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Prayagraj. Despite the
no-entry rule in the
Naribari market area of
??the district, overloaded
trucks continue to operate.
According to local resi-
dents and eyewitnesses,
heavy trucks loaded with

sand and gravel ply the
main road of the market
throughout the day, posing
a danger to the public. It is
reported that the adminis-
tration has implemented
the no-entry rule due to
the congestion in Naribari
market, to restrict the
movement of heavy vehi-
cles and prevent accidents.
Despite this, transporters

are ignoring the rules and
operating heavy vehicles.
Many trucks are also
reported to be overloaded,
which increases the risk of
road accidents and road
accidents.Local shopkeep-
ers say that the market is
crowded with customers
throughout the day. In
such a situation, trucks
suddenly passing at high

speed can cause a major
accident. According to
eyewitnesses, several
minor accidents have
occurred in the past,
resulting in injuries. While
no major incidents have
occurred so far, the situa-
tion remains concerning.
Villagers allege that the
responsible personnel
posted at the Naribari no-

entry point are not taking
the necessary action to
stop trucks. If strict action
is not taken in time, a
major accident could
occur in the future.
Residents have demanded
that the administration
strictly enforce the no-
entry rule and take imme-
diate action against over-
loaded vehicles. 

Despite the no-entry rule in Naribari market, overloaded

trucks are running rampant, raising the risk of accidents

A tearful farewell to martyr Agniveer
Dheeraj Gupta, thousands of people
including MP, DM, SP paid tribute
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A couplet by Mirza Ghalib
could well serve as the unoffi-
cial motto of UPSC aspirants:
Ragon mein daudte phirne ke
hum nahin qayal; jab aankh hi
se na tapka to phir lahu kya
hai— I’m not impressed by
blood that runs in the veins; if
it doesn’t spill from the eyes,
what kind of blood is it? After
all, aspirants live, for lack of a
better description, a suspend-
ed life built on the edifice of
junoon (passion) and self-
doubt. But sometimes, it all
comes together. The result is
announced, and the aspirant’s
name appears on the list.
Those who succeed are elevat-
ed to near-mythical status.
Their photos decorate news-

paper pages and coaching cen-
tre hoardings, and they are
invited for felicitations and
motivational talks.But what is
not celebrated is the silent
effort of an entire support sys-
tem—a quiet, unpaid work-
force made up of family mem-
bers, friends, and partners.It
has been said that it takes a vil-
lage to raise a child. Cliched
but true. The same holds for
success in the UPSC exam. If
UPSC is the Everest of Indian
competitive exams, and the
topper is the climber, then
their family members are the
sherpas who make the ascent
possible.The mother, often a
school dropout herself,
becomes the planner.

Relatives are told not to visit,
and the TV volume is turned
down. The father, already
exhausted by the demands of
underpaid work, becomes pro-
ficient in the mechanics of pre-
lims, mains, optional, DAF
(detailed application form),
and ethics papers. Siblings
absorb any and all friction in
silence. Affection is expressed
not through words but by con-
soling oneself: “Let him focus,
we will manage.”A natural
question arises: why do fami-
lies do this for an exam where
the acceptance rate is lower
than that of Harvard? The
ideal of public service and giv-
ing back to society is sine qua
non, but sometimes it is only a

necessary condition, not a suf-
ficient one.First, the dream of
cracking the UPSC is one that
originates in the family, not
the aspirant. A good score in
Class 12. A local officer who is
feted like royalty. A personal
experience with socio-eco-
nomic dysfunction. All these
experiences (and more) plant
the seed. “Ladke ko IAS/IPS
banana hai”. Whether the
child is a doctor or an engi-
neer, the end goal remains the
same: to make them a
Collector or SP sahab.Second,
the fragility of the Indian mid-
dle class, especially in small
towns and peri-urban India.
This class, often first-genera-
tion salaried or self-employed.

Integrated Child Development Services Scheme
– the Anganwadi Services Scheme was launched
in 1975 as an innovative experiment to address
maternal and child health,  nutrition, and early
childhood development. Aligned with the objec-
tives to improve children’s health, nutrition, and
development, reduce mortality, morbidity, and
dropout rates, and empower mothers through
counselling, the ICDS framework is designed to
nurture holistic development. Through a lifecy-
cle approach, it targets children aged 0-6  years,
pregnant and lactating mothers, and adolescent
girls, delivering supplementary nutrition, immu-
nisations, health check-ups, non-formal pre-
school education, and nutrition counselling.
Anganwadi Centres (AWCs) are the focal points
for delivering ICDS services, and Anganwadi
workers (AWWs) and helpers are the fulcrum of
rendering these vital services through AWCs and
home visits. Today, through a strong network of
more than 1.4 million Anganwadi centres
(AWCs) covering 100 million particularly vulner-
able mothers and children, ICDS has emerged as
the largest service delivery program for mother
care and child development. As ICDS celebrates
50 years this year, it presents a valuable oppor-
tunity to celebrate its achievements, reflect on
the gaps and challenges, and propose a way for-
ward to align with the futuristic needs of Viksit
Bharat.Since this launch, ICDS boasts a robust
framework that enables it to adapt and evolve
meaningfully in the future. Its evolution to cur-
rently Saksham Anganwadi & Poshan 2.0,  com-
bines schemes Poshan Abhiyaan, Scheme for
Adolescent Girls, and Poshan Bhi,  Padhai Bhi,
emphasising holistic development and real-time
monitoring. Today, all AWCs  and over 101 mil-
lion beneficiaries are registered on the Poshan
Tracker, enabling real time tracking of service
delivery and outcomes.Over the years, ICDS has
played a crucial role in equitably addressing mal-
nutrition, early childhood care, and maternal
health across India. India is moving in the right
direction toward achieving the SDG 2030 targets
for maternal and child mortality. Research has
demonstrated that early childhood interven-
tions targeting nutrition, education, and health
can substantially enhance human capital, espe-
cially in developing countries. An IFPRI study
published in the Bulletin of the World Health
Organisation highlighted improvements in both
equity and coverage of ICDS from 2006 to 2016,
with increased service utilisation (58 per cent to
71 per cent), especially among Scheduled Castes
and Tribes. Another study examining the link-
ages between utilisation of ICDS and under-
weight among children aged 6-59 months from
2015-16 to 2019-21, attributed improvements in
ICDS utilisation to 9-12 per cent of the observed
reduction in underweight children. A peer-
reviewed study in The University of Chicago
Press Journals found that children who were
exposed to ICDS during the first three years of
life completed 0.1-0.3 more grades of schooling
than those who were not.As India advances
towards Viksit Bharat, ICDS must not only
strengthen its existing interventions but also
embrace transformative paradigm shifts to
effectively address emerging challenges, harness
new opportunities, and align with the evolving
aspirations of society.Firstly, the pace of
improvement in nutrition needs to be accelerat-
ed. Malnutrition rates remain high—stunting
among children under five is 36 per cent, under-
weight at 32.1 per cent, and anaemia prevalence
at 67 per cent, especially in comparison to glob-
al benchmarks. Sub-optimal Infant and Young
Child Feeding (IYCF) practices, where only 42 per
cent of infants are breastfed within the first
hour, and only 11 per cent of children
aged 6–23 months receive an ade-
quate diet. Anaemia among
pregnant women (52 per cent),
children (67 per cent), and
women of reproductive.

Imarat-e-Shariah, a strong
socio-religious group with
a big influence on a section
of Indian Muslims, organ-
ised a huge protest on 29
June at Patna’s Gandhi
Maidan. The rally, named
‘Waqf Bachao, Samvidhan
Bachao – Save Waqf, Save
the Constitution’ – quickly
gained momentum, with
thousands of Muslim pro-
testers from Bihar and
nearby states vocally con-
demning the Waqf Act
amendment as a violation
of both constitutional
rights and religious free-
dom. This was not just a
protest; it was a firm decla-
ration against a law per-
ceived as an infringement
on fundamental free-
doms—freedoms that
many believe must be pro-
tected at all costs.Speakers
at the rally claimed that
the Waqf Amendment Act
crushes not only the
Islamic principle of Waqf
(charitable endowment)
but also assaults the very
core of religious autono-
my. Faisal Wali Rahmani,
head of Imarat-e-Shariah,
made it clear: the Act is a
dangerous overreach that
jeopardises the communi-
ty’s ability to govern its
own affairs. “This confer-
ence,” he declared, “is a
peaceful, constitutional
demand to roll back this
draconian legislation.” His
words rang out as a chal-
lenge to those who would
allow such overreach to
stand unchecked.I fully
agree that every Indian has

the right to free speech
and peaceful protest, as
guaranteed by our
Constitution. But the argu-
ment surrounding religious
autonomy is far more com-
plicated than it seems. This
notion of autonomy isn’t
about personal religious
practice—it’s about collec-
tive and organisational
control.The idea that a reli-
gious group should have
the unrestricted right to
manage its own affairs
raises some troubling
questions. First, does this
imply that such a group is
somehow separate, not
truly a part of the larger
nation? Second, is there
not a risk in projecting this
image of self-contain-
ment—as though the com-
munity exists outside the
national fabric? The impli-
cations are far more pro-
found than they may
appear.What if every com-
munity or tribe starts to
argue that no one has the
right to interfere in their
affairs, claiming that their
practices and core values
are above the reach of
national laws or human
rights? Imagine a commu-
nity that argues the gov-

ernment should have no
say in child marriage,
defending it as a matter of
religious or cultural tradi-
tion. Would such a stance
be accepted simply
because it aligns with the
idea that each group
should be able to uphold
its own values? Surely, we
would not accept such
practices under the guise
of religious freedom.
At what point do we draw
the line between protect-
ing religious rights and
ensuring that these prac-
tices don’t violate basic
human rights or endanger
individuals? The core issue
is whether any belief or
practice—no matter how
deeply rooted in religion or
culture—can be allowed to
override the fundamental
principles of justice, equal-
ity, and human
dignity.When leaders of
the Muslim community, or
any religious group, invoke
the Constitution, they
often present it as though
it grants them an unfet-
tered right to religious
freedom—one that allows
them to manage their
affairs without interfer-
ence from the state, its leg-

islature, or its judiciary. But
what is overlooked is that
this right to religious free-
dom is not absolute or sep-
arate from other constitu-
tional values. It exists with-
in a broader framework
that includes human
rights, equality, and justice
for all citizens.The
Constitution, in its design,
ensures religious free-
dom—but it does so with
the understanding that
such freedom must never
come at the expense of the
dignity or rights of others.
This means that the
Constitution’s values—
those of equality and jus-
tice—must always take
precedence over any indi-
vidual or collective reli-
gious right when they
begin to infringe on these
f u n d a m e n t a l
principles.Once we are
clear on this, we can
oppose Waqf amend-
ments that we believe
infringe upon our
rights.The idea that any
community has the inher-
ent right to manage its
own affairs solely under
the umbrella of constitu-
tional rights is a dangerous
one.As I make this distinc-
tion, it is crucial to point
out some things. While the
Patna protest may be
framed as a defence of
constitutional rights, the
very organisation leading
it—Imarat-e-Shariah—
operates a parallel system
within the Muslim
Personal Law framework
despite lacking formal judi-

cial authority.The argu-
ment often put forward is
that these bodies deal with
matters like marriage,
divorce, inheritance, and
Waqf when all parties
involved consent to the
process. However, we all
know the reality of social
pressure within Indian
Muslim society. In practice,
these institutions often
function without any
regard for constitutional
values that guarantee
equality and human rights
for all citizens, particularly
women.This contradiction
is visible when they invoke
the Constitution to protect
their own interest but fail
to understand the very val-
ues it stands for. The
Constitution is not just
meant to protect religious
autonomy and the collec-
tive religious right of a
community; it is also sup-
posed to protect the fun-
damental rights of every
individual, regardless of
their religion or back-
ground.Moreover, such
protests and gatherings
only represent a section of
Indian Muslims – not each
and every one of us. These
events are led mostly by
elite Ashraaf Muslims, with
Pasmandas being utilised
as mob followers. It is dis-
heartening to see how
these institutions, con-
trolled by Ashraafs, contin-
ue to use Pasmandas as
pawns in their own power
negotiations while claim-
ing to represent the com-
munity as a whole.

West Asia has ever been on the boil,
and its tumultuous events perturb
Indian Muslims no end. Their atti-
tude toward international affairs,
particularly events in Muslim coun-
tries, is determined more by their
religious identity and extraterritorial
loyalty than by their national identity
and the country’s interests.Since the
establishment of the Mughal rule in
1526, Muslim rulers of India stopped
swearing allegiance to any foreign
entity, as was the practice during the
Sultanate period (the reason why
that period came to be known by this
name), when the Sultan tacitly recog-
nised the suzerainty of the Abbasid
caliphate, which, after the sacking of
Baghdad by the Mongol army led by
Halagu Khan in 1258, moved to Cairo
where it resided until 1527. Later, the
caliphate was transferred to the
Ottoman rulers of Turkey. In the
political lexicon of Islam, Sultan
means an autonomous governor of
the caliph. The Mughals didn’t recog-
nise the new Ottoman caliphate in
Turkey, and called themselves
Padshah (king) instead of
Sultan.However, so long as India was
under Muslim rule, it didn’t really
matter whether the caliph was
recognised or not. But with the ter-
mination of the titular Mughal sover-
eignty in 1857, the Muslim ruling
class found itself stranded. In order
to find an ideological mooring for
their adrift theo-politics, they
anchored themselves in the theo-
cratic institution of the Ottoman
caliphate. The Muslim ruling class
had so maintained its foreign charac-
ter that this transfer of allegiance to
a new overlord outside India seemed
normal and caused no consternation.
Rather, this instinctive reaction was
understood as a default action.The
first stirrings of the newly incubated
pro-Turkish sympathies became visi-
ble during the Russo-Turkish War of

1877-78. Unsurprisingly, the newly
established Muhammadan Anglo
Oriental College in Aligarh, the pre-
cursor to Aligarh Muslim University,
chose the Turkish dress, with the dis-
tinctive Fez — the red hat with black
tassel — as its uniform. This trend of
associating with the Ottoman
caliphate matured during the Khilafat
Movement, which, in the Muslim
mind, forever subordinated Indian
nationalism to pan–Islamism, and
also to a great extent made the
Indian foreign policy sensitive to the
extraterritorial loyalty of the
Muslims.India’s Muslim ruling class
had cultivated a sense of identity
that made it easier for them to asso-
ciate with their foreign co-religionists
than the native compatriots.
Therefore, it was inevitable that
Muslims diverged into pan-Islamism
when the national movement
emerged in India. It’s true that Sir
Syed Ahmad Khan had been wary of
the pan-Islamist ideas, and opposed
its propagation by the peripatetic
preacher, Jamaluddin Afghani (1838-
1897). But his opposition was
because of pan-Islamism’s anti-
British edge — and Sir Syed was a
British loyalist.
— rather than any thought for Indian
nationalism, which he had contest-
ed.What’s known as global Islam or
Ummah today was, in the late 19th
and early 20th century, termed pan-
Islamism. Contrary to what the ter-
minology conveys — an ideology
encompassing and shared by the
entire Islamic world — it actually
denoted the political attitude of
Indian Muslims who, though domi-
ciled in India, sought the meaning of
their existence in belonging to the
global Muslim community. India was
incidental to their worldview. They
were born here, but belonged else-
where. What affected them the
most.

Indian Muslims must face the

truth—Muslim countries don’t care

about themKarnataka’s proposed 
Misinformation and Fake News
(Prohibition) Bill, 2025, is poorly
drafted and replete with structural
infirmities. It is also at odds with
existing central laws and its constitu-
tional validity is questionable. Let’s
see how.The bill deprives social
media intermediaries of their statu-
tory immunity from state persecu-
tion for user-generated content, a
legal protection commonly referred
to in internet law as ‘safe harbour’.
India’s nodal Information
Technology Act, 2000 (IT Act) pro-
vides for safe harbour protections
and allows social media companies
to host user content with condition-
al immunity, within a clearly defined
legal framework. In contrast,
Karnataka’s fake news bill proposes
to hold social media companies
accountable for violating any provi-
sion of the proposed law.The bill
envisions a government-appointed
Fake News on Social Media
Regulatory Authority, with sweeping

powers to preemptively block or ban
content it deems illegal. However, it
does not clarify how these powers
will sync with the safe harbour pro-
tections under the IT Act. Without
safe harbour protections, social
media companies could face a del-
uge of criminal penalties for content
that is difficult to monitor and filter,
such as superstitions or unscientific
claims, both deemed illegal under
the bill.The Authority’s blocking
powers create a parallel mechanism
to the content-blocking procedures
already prescribed under the
Centre’s IT Act. The lack of standard
procedural safeguards, such as the
need to notify penalised parties or
offer them a fair hearing, further dis-
regards the minimum standards set
by the IT Act. That law limits content
blocking to specific grounds such as
public order, sovereignty, and
integrity of India, friendly relations
with foreign states, or preventing
incitement to an offence — all of
which correspond to the restrictions. 

Karnataka’s fake news bill won’t
survive a court challenge

Revamp anganwadi model for

Viksit Bharat. Workers should be

seen as frontline educators

Success to failure, UPSC is a family affair

Religious autonomy isn’t absolute. Imarat-e-

Shariah protest in Patna sidelined
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NCLAT reduces penalty on
Google to 216 crore in Play

Store matter
Delhi: Appellate tribunal NCLAT  upheld the
order passed by fair trade regulator CCI against
Google for abusing its dominant position with
respect to Play Store policies, however, reduced
the penalty on the tech giant to ?216 crore from
936.44 crore.A two-member bench comprising
Chairperson Justice Ashok Bhushan and Technical
Member Barun Mitra said Google "has abused its
dominant position and has violated Section",
however in some sections, violation was "not
proved, but penalty was still leviable on proof of
violation".

Small savings program inter-
est rates unchanged 

Delhi: For the fifth quarter , 2025, the govern-
ment maintained interest rates on PPF and NSC.
The rates of interest on various Small Savings
Schemes for the first quarter of FY 2025-26, start-
ing on 1 April 2025 and ending on 30 June 2025,
would stay unaltered from those notified for the
fourth quarter of a finance ministry notification.
The notification states that Sukanya Samriddhi
deposits will earn 8.2% interest, while three-year
term deposits will earn 7.1%. Popular Public
Provident Fund (PPF) and post office savings
deposit scheme interest rates remain at 7.1% and
4%, respectively. Kisan Vikas Patra investments
mature in 115 months at 7.5%. National Savings
Certificate (NSC) interest rates will stay at 7.7%
for April–June 2025. Like the current quarter,
investors will earn 7.4% from the Monthly
Income Scheme. Small savings programs, mostly
run by post offices and banks, have had the same
interest rates for the sixth quarter. 

Delhi : All vehicles, includ-
ing cars, buses, three-
wheelers, and motorbikes,
must be at least eight years
old before aggregators like
Rapido, Ola, and Uber may
board. In updated regula-
tions for aggregators, the
road transport ministry
stated that they must also
adhere to goals established
by state governments for
the proportion of electric
and zero-emission vehicles
in their fleet. A driver's
license and vehicle permit
must be prominently
placed on the back of the
front seat next to the driver,
as stated by the govern-
ment, so that passengers
may easily view them.

Although some jurisdictions
already let private motorcy-
cles and three-wheelers use
aggregators, the regulation
has been updated to explic-
itly include these vehicles in
order to clarify things, as
certain states do not permit
bikes on these platforms.

According to the rules,
aggregators must verify
that "they are fit to be on-
boarded" by conducting a
psychological evaluation of
the drivers. It was stated
that aggregators have no
authority to forbid or limit
on-board drivers from using 

Minimum age for cab aggregator vehicles is 8 years

Delhi : After conversa-
tions with the finance
ministry about the
declining share of cur-
rent and savings
accounts in total
deposits, public sector
banks are reconsider-
ing the requirement for
minimum savings
account balances.
Since Canara Bank,
Bank of Baroda, Punjab
National Bank, and
Indian Bank have elimi-
nated this rule, cus-
tomers who fail to
maintain the required
amount will not be
penalized. Finance min-
istry authorities may
have questioned banks
about penalizing clients

who don't keep mini-
mal balance in a recent
meeting. Slowing low-
cost current and sav-
ings account deposits
raised concerns. RBI's
financial stability
report stated that
"banks' liability profile
is changing with the
share of higher-cost
term deposits and CDs
growing compared to
low-cost current
account and savings

account (Casa)
deposits" Jan Dhan
data reveals that many
of these accounts were
originally dormant, but
balances climbed
steadily, lenders said. .
Traditional public sec-
tor banks had lower
balance requirements
than private banks and
waived Jan Dhan
account requirements.
Private banks waive
minimum balance
requirements on pay
accounts and accounts
with a'relationship
value' threshold, which
covers fixed deposits
and other assets, in
addition to Jan Dhan
accounts.

Delhi: 
Microsoft is cutting
off 9,000 workers,
its second huge lay-
off in months and
largest in over two
years. Microsoft
announced layoffs
in its Xbox video
game business and
other departments.
A  memo to state
officials listed 830
R e d m o n d ,
Washington-based
Microsoft employ-
ees as laid off.
Microsoft called
the layoffs "organi-
zational changes"
needed to operate
in a "dynamic mar-
ketplace" and will
affect numerous
teams worldwide,
including its sales
business.

The corpora-
tion won't specify
how many layoffs it
had, but it was
approximately 4%
of its personnel a
year earlier. Xbox
CEO Phil Spencer
wrote to gaming
division staff
Wednesday that

the changes will
position the com-
pany “for enduring
success and allow
us to focus on
strategic growth
areas.” Xbox would
“follow Microsoft’s
lead in removing
layers of manage-
ment to increase
agility and effec-
tiveness,” Spencer
stated. MS had
228,000 full-time
employees in June
2024, its last annu-
al report.
According to
Microsoft, the lat-
est layoffs would
remove less than
4% of that staff.
However, it has had
at least three lay-
offs this.

Xbox, sales, and other businesses

face Microsoft's worst layoff in years

Delhi :  Union Road
Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari,
the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
will offer units valued at
25,000 crore in its infra-
structure investment
trust (InvIT) issue this fis-
cal year to retail
investors. The state-run
road builder is now pur-
suing ambitious goals,
including the completion
of the monetisation of
over 50,000 crore worth
of highway assets and
the construction of
10,000 km of roadways.
This ambitious endeavor
aims to entice small
investors to the high-
ways. In its pursuit of
higher-quality consult-
ants, NHAI will also forgo

the habit of going with
the lowest bidder when
preparing highway
detailed project reports
(DPR). After all, a sepa-
rate cadre would be
formed by the NHAI sub-
sidiary responsible for
border road construc-
tion. According to
Gadkari, the objectives

of the new regulations
were to reduce India's
logistics costs, which are
currently over ten per-
cent, and to construct
infrastructure that meets
international standards.
"I am confident that with
the work we have done
to improve mobility in
the country.

Delhi: Central bank sta-
tistics revealed that per-
sonal and credit card
loans fell for the eighth
straight month in
February due to Reserve
Bank of India tougher
policies. Last month,
banks' credit rose 12%
year-over-year, slower
than 16.6% a year earlier,

excluding HDFC Bank's
merger. Housing
Development Finance
Corp,  Loans rose 11% in
February, compared to
20.5% a year earlier,
including the merger. In
January, loan growth fell
to 12.5% excluding the
merger and 11.4%
including it. Retail

demand for unsecured
loans drove strong loan
growth for several years
in the banking sector.
However, in late 2023,
the RBI tightened capital
requirements for person-
al, credit card, and non-
banking finance compa-
ny loans. in its Mumbai
headquarters. 

Center permits aggregators to

use white board bikes for

passenger rides

PSBs may waive minimum

balance fines

Bank loan growth drops for eighth straight

month in February, RBI data reveals

Embark on the InvIT expressway with

Gadkari's invitation to investors

Delhi: They requested
anonymity and stated the GST
Council may determine how
to use this extra compensa-
tion cess. Cess funds are used
for a specified purpose and
are levied in addition to taxes.
These insiders claimed the
GST Council, the top indirect

tax decision-making body, will
meet before or after the
Monsoon session of

Parliament, depending on
member availability. They said
the Council meeting is over-
due and coming soon. Last
December 21, the 55th GST
Council met in Jaisalmer,
Rajasthan. They stated the
Council will discuss tax rate
rationalization, compliance

ease, and cess reform during
its 56th meeting.  The council
may replace the GST compen-
sation cess on sin goods and
luxury commodities like ciga-
rettes and cars with two spe-
cific-purpose levies to fund
health and clean energy proj-
ects.  

Delhi : After acquiring
Dulux Paints, billionaire
Sajjan Jindal aims to
reversely combine JSW
Paints with listed Akzo
Nobel India to take it
public. The Jindals will
control the combined
business, which will also
include private equity
investors and public
stockholders. The Rs
13,336-crore Akzo
Nobel India transaction
was financed by private
equity funds. Once list-
ed, Jindal will have six
publicly traded firms
worth Rs 4.5 lakh crore.
Jindal also plans to list
JSW Cement (Shiva

Cement is already list-
ed). "It (Akzo Nobel
India) is a structured
transaction where, at
the time of the reverse
merger, and based on
the performance of the
merged entity, their
(private equity
investors') capital would
get converted to a stake
in the merged entity,"
Parth Jindal, CEO of JSW

Paints, said . The trans-
action will be financed
by JSW Paints internal
accruals and promoter
contributions of one-
third each, in addition to
private equity. Akzo will
move JSW, which
entered the decorative
paints industry in 2019,
to fourth after Kansai
Nerolac, Berger Paints,
and Asian Paints.  

Jindals considered a reverse merger 

with Akzo to list paints

Delhi: The Ministry of
Road Transport and
Highways' 'Motor
Vehicles Aggregator
Guidelines 2025' aims to
establish a light-touch
regulation framework
while addressing user
safety and driver wel-
fare. The guideline sug-
gested that the state
government allow
aggregators to share
non-transport motorcy-
cles for passenger trav-
el, reducing traffic con-
gestion and vehicular
pollution and providing
affordable passenger
mobility, hyperlocal
delivery, and livelihood
opportunities. The
guideline states that the
State government may
allow passengers to
travel on non-transport
motorcycles under sub-
section (3) of Section 67
of the Act. "The State
government may, under
sub-section (3) of
Section 67 of the Act,

impose fees on the
aggregator for issuance
of authorisations per-
mitting non-transport
motorcycles to under-
take journeys through

such aggregator, on a
daily/ weekly/ fortnight-
ly basis, as may be
determined by the state
government," noted.

Delhi : Hackers breached the
ABCD mobile app run by Aditya
Birla Capital and stole digital
gold valued at approximately
Rs 1.95 crore from 435 user
accounts, according to Delhi.
On June 9, the scam was
exposed after multiple con-
sumers contacted the compa-
ny's call center to express their
dissatisfaction with the theft of
their digital gold. Concerned
about this, the company's
technical staff launched an
internal investigation and filed
a first information report.
According to our sources, the
affected accounts now have
their balances returned by the
company.   

Birla Co. recovers Rs

2 crore in stolen digital

gold

GST compensation fund likely to have 95k cr surplus

Delhi:  Credit to small
businesses and
advances in the person-
al loans segment have
helped keep the year-
to-date growth in bank
credit in positive terri-
tory. According to data
on sectoral deploy-
ment of bank credit as
of May 2025 released
by Reserve Bank of
India, overall bank
credit grew 0.2% from
end March 2025 levels.
The growth over 12
months (year-on-year)
was 9%. The sluggish
growth in credit was

because credit to large
industries shrinking by
3.8% Rs 26.8 lakh crore
- a drop of Rs 1.06 lakh
crore from end March
levels. Year on year
credit to large indus-
tries was up 1% com-
pared to 7.1% growth a
year ago. Similarly,
credit to the services
segment fell by 1.4% to
Rs 50.9 lakh crore, a
drop of Rs 75,800 from
end-March 2025. This
was largely because of
a 4.5% drop in bank
credit to non-banking
finance companies. 

Personal, small biz loans prop

bank credit growth

The government plans
to borrow Rs 8 lakh
crore, 54% of its Rs
14.8 lakh crore FY26
borrowing, in the first
half. It didn't front-
load the borrowing
program to avoid rais-
ing rates while the RBI
pumped record liquidi-
ty into the system.
Since the market
reported little demand
for 30-year and longer
bonds, the govern-
ment announced it
would borrow less in
FY26. Thus, front-load-
ing of the borrowing
program has been
avoided due to gov-
ernment (fiscal consol-
idation without com-
promising quality of
expenditure).

Centre will bor-

row 8L cr, 54%

of the objective

Delhi : Nearly 22,500 crore rupees were raised in
three separate initial public offerings (IPOs) that
concluded . The combined target amount for all
three was 2,562 crore rupees. According to data
from the exchanges and merchant bankers, the
119 crore rupee IPO of Globe Civil Projects was
subscribed 86 times, the 853 crore rupee IPO of
Ellenbarrie Industrial Gases was subscribed 22
times, and the 1,590 crore rupee IPO of Mumbai-
based real estate giant Kalpataru was subscribed
2.3 times . 

Total bids for three initial public offer-

ings (IPOs) reached 22.5 billion rupees
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