
12502

Friday, 05 December, 2025 

New Delhi

Russian President
Vladimir Putin received
a warm welcome upon
landing in India. Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi personally
received him at the air-
port. PM Modi has
since given his first
reaction.He wrote on
Twitter, "I am delighted
to welcome my friend,
President Putin, to
Delhi. I look forward to
our meetings this
evening and tomorrow.
The friendship between
India and Russia has
stood the test of time; it
has greatly benefited
our people."What are
the expectations from
this meeting?
Defense and Security

Cooperation:
Discussions may
include existing
defense equipment
deals, upgrades, main-
tenance agreements,
and deeper technology-
sharing arrangements.
Energy and Oil

Cooperation: Given
India's demand and
global energy volatility,
discussions are expect-
ed to focus on long-
term oil supply, pricing
frameworks, and ener-
gy security.
Trade and Economic
Partnership:
Expanding bilateral
trade beyond traditional
sectors, exploring new
areas such as manufac-
turing, technology,
agriculture, and perhaps
even trade-facilitation
frameworks.
Civil Nuclear and
Strategic Technology
Cooperation:
Collaboration on
nuclear energy projects
and, perhaps, future

strategic-technology
cooperation within a
larger strategic partner-
ship.
Global Diplomacy

and Geopolitical
Dialogue: Beyond
bilateral issues –
exchanging views on
regional and global
issues to establish a
common position and
address growing inter-
national pressure.From
the BrahMos missile
upgrade to the oil
deal… 
What will India gain
from President
Putin's two-day visit?
Russian President
Vladimir Putin has
arrived in India for a
two-day visit. He is in

New Delhi to mark the
25th anniversary of the

strategic partnership
between India and

Russia. During his
visit, Putin will partici-
pate in the 23rd bilater-
al summit. He will hold
a one-on-one meeting
with Modi and will also
meet President Murmu. 

The friendship between India and

Russia has stood the test of time

New Delhi

Rahul Gandhi, the
opposition leader, tar-
geted the central gov-
ernment in the Lok
Sabha during his visit
to Parliament regard-
ing Russian President
Vladimir Putin's visit
to India. He said, "The
central government
does not want me to
meet with foreign visi-

tors. Modi and the
Ministry of External

Affairs do not follow
this rule. This is their

insecurity." Rahul said,
"We have relationships

with everyone. The
Leader of the
Opposition provides a
different perspective.
We also represent
India. 
This is not just the
government's responsi-
bility. Generally, it is
the tradition that any-
one who comes from
abroad meets the
Leader of the
Opposition. This was

the case during the
governments of
Vajpayee and
Manmohan Singh.
This has been a tradi-
tion, but nowadays,
when foreign guests or
I travel abroad, the
central government
advises them not to
meet the Leader of the
Opposition. This is
their policy, and they
always do so." 

The government does not want me to meet Putin: Rahul Gandhi

New Delhi

Good news for young
people seeking jobs in
the Railways. The
Railway Ministry
informed Parliament
that the recruitment
process is underway for
a total of 120,579 posi-
tions in 2024 and 2025.
Additionally, the
Railways has created
5.08 lakh jobs in the
last 11 years, a record
in itself. The Railway
Minister explained to
Parliament what the
government's roadmap
is for railway recruit-
ment.In a written reply
to Parliament on
Wednesday, the
Railway Minister
informed that the
Indian Railways has a
vast network. Regular
operations, the intro-

duction of new tech-
nologies, mechaniza-
tion, and retirements
create a constant need
for manpower, which is
filled through periodic
recruitment through
recruitment agencies.
The Indian Railways
has initiated the recruit-
ment process for a total
of 120,579 vacancies in
2024 and 2025. He also
presented a comparison
of data from the last 11
years. From 2014-15 to
2024-25, the Railways
employed 5.08 lakh
people, compared to
4.11 lakh jobs created
by the UPA govern-
ment from 2004-05 to
2013-14. The Railway
Minister stated that
recruitment within the
Railways is a continu-
ous process, dependent
on operational.

Railways has provided

5.08 lakh jobs in the

last 11 years

New Delhi

Union Road Transport
and Highways Minister
Nitin Gadkari
announced in the Lok
Sabha on Thursday that
the current toll collec-
tion system in the coun-
try will be abolished
within a year. It will be
replaced by a new elec-

tronic toll collection
model, providing a com-
pletely seamless and
improved travel experi-
ence for highway users.
During Question Hour
in the Lok Sabha,
Gadkari stated that this
new system has been
piloted at 10 locations
and will be expanded
across the country with-

in the next year. He said,
"This toll system will
end. No one will stop
you in the name of toll.
Electronic toll collection
will be implemented
across the country with-
in a year." The minister
said that currently, more
than 4,500 highway
projects worth 10 lakh
crore are underway

across the country. He
also clarified that in the
future, the need to stop
at toll plazas will be
completely eliminated.
Gadkari explained that
under the new system,
only the entry of road
users will be recorded.
The number plate will
be automatically identi-
fied through a photo.

Gorakhpur

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, on the
occasion of the inaugu-
ration of the Maharana
Pratap Shiksha
Parishad's Founder's
Week Celebrations
2025, also mentioned
the vision of a self-
reliant and developed
India. He described the
five vows given by
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as an
eternal mantra.Chief

Minister Yogi said that
during the Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence, Prime
Minister Modi set a
goal for the country-
men: "In 2047, when
the country celebrates

its centenary, we want
a self-reliant, devel-
oped India."The Chief
Minister said that an
India where every per-
son is happy and har-
monious, fulfilling
their role in establish-

ing India as a global
superpower, is free
from caste, language,
regional disputes, or
poverty. No citizen is a
victim of disaster.
Every person can fulfill
their responsibilities to
the nation while living
a self-reliant and inde-
pendent life. Chief
Minister Yogi said that
India can develop only
when everyone pays
attention to the five
vows.SDRF Vice
President Lieutenant

New Delhi

Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta inaugu-
rated a new mist spray
system for dust control
at ITO on Thursday.
She inspected the site
and received detailed
information from offi-
cials on its operation,
effectiveness, and
progress in reducing
dust in the area. She
stated that pollution
control in Delhi is the
government's top prior-
ity.Regarding pollution
management, Chief
Minister Rekha Gupta

stated that the govern-
ment's comprehensive
campaign for cleanli-
ness, dust control, and
waste management is
continuing unabated in
Delhi. She said that the
government is working
on a mission mode on
all fronts to control

pollution. A high-level
committee comprising
senior officials and
experts from IITs and
the environment is
being formed, which
will continuously work
to control pollution.
The Chief Minister has
directed all depart-

ments that any negli-
gence in pollution con-
trol will not be tolerat-
ed. Rekha Gupta stated
that the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee has
been directed to imme-
diately issue challans
and impose heavy fines
on government institu-
tions that are negligent
in pollution and clean-
liness.FIRs should be
filed against institu-
tions that carry out
road cutting without
permission and fail to
pay the fines on
time.He stated that
thousands of kilome-

New Delhi

The harmful effects of
plastic bottles have
once again come to
light. Research has
revealed that tiny plas-
tic particles released
from single-use plastic
bottles can seriously
harm our health by
affecting vital systems
in our bodies.A team
from the Institute of
Nano Science and
Technology (INST),
Mohali, has found that
microplastic particles

released from single-
use plastic (PET) bot-
tles can seriously harm
beneficial microorgan-
isms and cells. The
Institute of Nano
Science and
Technology (INST),
Mohali, is an
autonomous institute
under the Ministry of
Science and
Technology (DST).
The team found that
microplastics, 
when ingested, affect
beneficial gut
microbes.

Research reveals that
microplastic particles can

cause serious health damage
New Delhi

Discussed the frame-
work, objectives, and
modalities for launch-
ing negotiations on the
proposed free trade
agreementNew
Delhi/AgencyUnion
Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal and
Canada's International
Trade Minister
Maninder Sidhu on
Wednesday discussed
the framework, objec-
tives, and modalities

for launching negotia-
tions on the proposed
free trade
agreement.The two
sides recently agreed to
resume negotiations on
the agreement, official-
ly called the
Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA). It
aims to increase bilat-
eral trade to $50 billion
by 2030.The Union
Commerce and
Industry Minister, in a
statement released on
X-Post.

India and Canada discuss
roadmap for negotiating

trade deal

New Delhi

Global rating agency
Fitch Ratings has raised
its forecast for India's
gross domestic product
(GDP) growth rate for
the current financial year
2025-26 from 6.9 per-
cent to 7.4 percent. The
agency cited increased
consumer spending and
an improved economic
environment due to GST
reforms as the main rea-
sons behind this. In its
Global Economic
Outlook report for
December, released on

Thursday, Fitch Ratings
said that India's GDP
growth rate for the
financial year 2025-26 is
projected to be 7.4 per-
cent. Previously, the rat-
ing agency had project-
ed economic growth at
6.9 percent. The agency
said that increased con-
sumer spending,

improved business envi-
ronment, and the eco-
nomic growth boosted
by Goods and Services
Tax (GST) reforms are
the main reasons for this
rapid growth. In its
Global Economic
Outlook report for
December, Fitch said,
"Growth will remain
subdued for the remain-
der of the current fiscal
year 2025-26 (to the end
of March), but we have
raised our full-year
growth forecast to 7.4
percent from 6.9 percent
in September."

Fitch raises India's GDP growth

forecast to 7.4 percent
Jagdalpur

An encounter has been
going on since morning
between Naxalites and
police in the forests of
Keshkutul in the
Bhairamgarh area, bordering
Dantewada and Bijapur.
Soldiers have killed five
Maoists in the encounter.
Two DRG soldiers have
been martyred in the
encounter, while another
soldier is injured and has
been sent to the hospital for
treatment. A major search
operation is underway in the
forest, and the number of
Naxalites killed may
increase. It is reported that a
team left Dantewada.

Five Naxalites killed
in encounter on

Bijapur, two soldiers
martyred

UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath lighting a lamp

and sending off the Akhand Jyoti Rath at the

inauguration of the foundation ceremony of

Maharana Pratap Parishad in Gorakhpur district

and feeding grains to the peacock in the cowshed.

India of 2047 will be self-reliant and
developed: CM Yogi Adityanath

CM Rekha inaugurated the mist spray sys-

tem, said- pollution control is the top priority

Current toll system to end in a year: Nitin Gadkari

Several major deals are
expected to be signed
between India and Russia
during his visit. Seven of
Putin's ministers are
accompanying him to
Delhi: Defense Minister
Andrei Belousov,
Finance Minister Anton
Siluanov, Agriculture
Minister Oksana
Yakovlev, Economic
Development Minister
Maxim Reshetnikov,
Health Minister Mikhail
Murashko, Internal
Affairs Minister Vladimir
Kolokoltsev, and
Transport Minister Vitaly
Savelyev.

Several major deals

are expected to be

signed 
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Prayagraj
In a significant adminis-
trative decision, Professor
Dr. Shiv Shankar Singh
has been given an exten-
sion as Head of the Law
Department at CMP
Degree College,
Prayagraj, affiliated to
Allahabad University. His
previous two terms, for
the 2019-21 and 2023-25
??sessions, were highly
successful, during which
he made significant con-
tributions to academic
excellence, departmental
strengthening, research
promotion, and student-
centered activities.
Professor Dr. Shiv
Shankar Singh is a
renowned name in the
field of legal education,
research, and academic
leadership. He has pub-
lished several books in
Hindi and English.
Furthermore, he has pub-
lished over 40 research
papers on various impor-
tant legal topics in nation-
al and international jour-
nals. He was recently

honored with the
"Rajbhasha Gaurav
Award 2024" by the
Department of Official
Language, Government of
India, recognizing his
academic and linguistic
contributions at the
national level. On this
occasion, Professor Singh
stated that during this
tenure, they plan to organ-
ize national and interna-
tional seminars, national
moot court competitions,
legal awareness programs,
campus selections, and
more. A village will be
adopted, and the Law
Department will endeavor
to publish a journal. On
this occasion, faculty
members from the Law
Department, including
Professor Ajay Pratap
Singh, Dr. Ramesh
Kumar Singh, Dr. Ajay

Kumar, Dr. Padma
Aparajita Parija, Dr.
Nandini Raizada, Dr.
Sonal Khare, Mrs.
Anjalika, Dr. Tushar
Srivastava, Dr. Ramesh
Kumar Bharti, Dr. Gaurav
Patel, Dr. Rakesh Kumar
Gautam, Dr. Ashok
Kumar, Dr. R.D. Kishore,
Dr. Purnendu Mishra, Dr.
Ritu Raghuvanshi, and
Dr. Satyawan Nayak, con-
gratulated Professor
Singh on his re-appoint-
ment and wished him a
historic tenure. Final-year
BA LL.B. (Hons.) stu-
dents Ayush
Vishwakarma, Ujjwal
Singh, Parth Mishra,
Chandrashekhar Yadav,
Abhishek Vishwakarma,
and Abhinav Pandey,
along with other students
from the Law
Department, were present. 

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Kaushambi. Two laborers
from Mujahidpur village in
the Sandipan Ghat police sta-
tion area were walking on the
road to work at 4:00 am on
Thursday. As soon as the
laborers reached Chandwari
turn, a speeding tractor driver
crushed them, resulting in a
painful death. The police
arrived on the scene after
receiving the information and
took the bodies of both labor-
ers into custody and sent
them for post-mortem. As
soon as the information was
received, the family members
reached the spot

crying.According to the
information, Ajay Kumar
Saroj, 20 years old, son of
Ramesh Saroj, and Lavkush,
19 years old, son of
Devnarayan, residents of

Mujahidpur in the Sandipan
Ghat police station area, were
walking from their home to
Harraipur to work at 4:00 am
on Thursday. As soon as the
two laborers reached

Chandwari turn, a speeding
uncontrolled tractor driver
crushed them, resulting in a
painful death at the spot.
After the accident, the tractor
went out of control and over-
turned. Seeing the accident,
people nearby reached the
spot and the police station
was informed about the inci-
dent. The police reached the
spot and recovered the bodies
of the two deceased laborers.
The body has been taken into
custody and sent for post-
mortem. After the incident,
there is chaos in both the
families and the crying fami-
ly members have reached the
spot.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. In view of the
extensive preparations for
the Magh Mela 2026, sen-
ior officials from the district
administration and railway
administration conducted a
joint inspection of
Prayagraj Junction,
Prayagraj, Prayagraj
Rambagh, and Jhunsi sta-
tions on Thursday.
Divisional Commissioner
Soumya Agarwal,
Divisional Railway
Manager, Prayagraj
Division, Rajneesh
Agarwal, District
Magistrate Manish Kumar
Verma, Additional Police

Commissioner Ajay Pal
Sharma, Additional
Divisional Railway
Manager (General) Deepak
Kumar, and other officials
from various departments
were present during the
inspection. During the
inspection, the overall

arrangements and detailed
action plan for the smooth
movement of devotees dur-
ing the fair period were dis-
cussed. Special attention
was paid to strengthening
"guideline signage" at
prominent locations to
strengthen crowd manage-

ment, security arrange-
ments, and guidance on
platforms and circulating
areas. In addition, detailed
discussions were held on
adequate publicity, informa-
tion dissemination, and
installation of signage at
appropriate locations to
properly guide pilgrims
traveling to Prayagraj and
Prayagraj Rambagh stations
during the Magh Mela.
Officials inspected various
facilities, including passen-
ger shelters, control towers,
entry and exit points, at
Prayagraj Junction,
Prayagraj Rambagh, and
Jhunsi stations, assessing
their functioning and pro-

viding necessary guidelines
to make them more effec-
tive and smooth.The
Railway Administration
and Civil Administration,
through close coordination,
are fully committed to pro-
viding passengers with a
safe, smooth, and conven-
ient travel experience dur-
ing the Magh Mela period.
Additional Mela Officer
Dayanand Prasad, DCP
Traffic Neeraj Pandey,
Additional District
Magistrate City Satyam
Mishra, along with officials
from the district administra-
tion, police administration,
and railways were present
on the occasion.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. A lawyer was
shot on Thursday night.
Advocate Vijay Pandey
was shot in the
Teliyarganj area of ??the
city's Shivkuti police sta-
tion area. Vijay fell
bleeding after being shot
in the thigh, and the
attackers fled. The lawyer
has been admitted to
Swarup Rani Nehru
Hospital. The attack on
the lawyer was related to
a property dispute. The

accused who fired at the
lawyer is his relative.
Police have detained sev-
eral people.

Police are examining

CCTV footage from the
Teliyarganj area. 
Police officials inquired
about the incident from
the lawyer at the hospital.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. Upon the arrival of the
first team of the Kashi Tamil Sangam
program in Prayagraj on Thursday,
Mayor Umesh Chandra Ganesh
Kesarwani and City Magistrate Vinod
Kumar Singh welcomed the team
members with a tilak (a sacred thread)
and garlands. Approximately 200
members of the first team arrived in
Prayagraj. Students from Jagat Taran
Girls Inter College performed wel-
come songs. Shivank Dwivedi and his
team members mesmerized the audi-
ence with their bhajans. Members of
the Kashi Tamil Sangam were pre-
sented with Ganga water. The Mayor
honored the team leader with a
memento and a shawl. On this occa-
sion, the Regional Archives and the
State Manuscript Library also organ-
ized an exhibition of records and man-
uscripts, with displays of ancient texts
on paper and palm leaves being a par-
ticular attraction. On this occasion,
Mayor Umesh Chandra Ganesh
Kesarwani, while congratulating the
Prime Minister, said that it is a result
of his vision that our brothers and sis-
ters from South India are coming to
North India and experiencing India's
shared culture, traditions, and beliefs.
Today, the confluence of North and
South is being witnessed on this
sacred Sangam bank. He said that
your arrival on this sacred land is cer-
tainly a sign of India's bright future.
Just as the Prime Minister has worked
to bring about social change through
his policies to create a united and
superior India, he has also worked to
identify ways to create a harmonious,
equal, loving, and patriotic society.
This Kashi-Tamil Sangam Yatra is the

result of this. He stated that the Kashi
Tamil Sangam Yatra will not only
connect the North and South, but also
eradicate caste, language, and region-
alism within the country. He wel-
comed and congratulated all those
participating in the Yatra.

The Kashi Tamil Sangam team
members were taken from the VIP
Ghat to the Sangam in decorated
boats, where they were allowed to
observe and bathe at the confluence of
Mother Ganga, Yamuna, and the
invisible Saraswati, and were
informed about the significance of the
holy city of Prayagraj. The members

were mesmerized by the stunning and
captivating views of the Sangam area.
They also observed the sand art creat-
ed at the VIP Ghat in the Sangam
area. Following the Sangam program,
the Kashi Tamil Sangam team mem-
bers visited and worshipped the
reclining Hanuman. The team then
visited the Shankar Viman
Mandapam Temple and the Swami
Narayan Temple. The program was
conducted by Dr. Prabhakar Tripathi.
Manuscript Officer Ghulam Sarwar,
along with other relevant officials,
and a large number of people were
present.

The first team of Kashi Tamil Sangam

members were given a grand welcome upon

their arrival in Prayagraj

Professor Dr. Shiv Shankar Singh's term

as Head of the Law Department at CMP

Degree College has been extended

Two laborers walking to work were crushed by

a tractor, killing both laborers
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Prayagraj. The daughter-in-
law of a former Apna Dal
block chief died under suspi-
cious circumstances on
Thursday morning. Her hus-
band is the district vice pres-
ident of Apna Dal in
Fatehpur. The couple had
married a month earlier.
When her parents arrived,
they found the woman's
body abandoned in an
ambulance. It is alleged that
her in-laws had fled, aban-
doning the body. The ambu-
lance driver stated that the
girl's in-laws had sent the

body.The deceased's father
said that the in-laws had
been misleading them since
morning and were not pro-
viding accurate information.
Four hours later, they called
and said the body was in
front of the Swarup Rani
police station. The police
have conducted a post-
mortem to determine the
cause of death.Married on
November 2Dharmendra
Singh, a farmer from
Sandwa Vidav village in
Kaushambi, is a resident of
the village. He married his
daughter, Rashmi Singh
(23), with great pomp and

show on November 2nd last
month to Aditya Pratap
Singh. Aditya lives in Sai
Dham Apartments,
Rajrooppur, Prayagraj. He
originally hails from Khaga,
Fatehpur. Mahendra Pratap
Singh was elected Vijaypur
Block Chief during the BSP
regime. He resigned from
his post after the SP govern-
ment came to power in
2012. Mahendra Pratap
Singh owns the Lakshmi
Brick Fields brick kiln and
the Maa Sheetala Petrol
Tank in Fatehpur.Rashmi
committed suicide, informed
over the phoneRashmi died

under suspicious circum-
stances on Thursday morn-
ing. Her in-laws informed
her father, Dharmendra, over
the phone that she had com-
mitted suicide and were
being taken to SRN
Hospital. Rashmi's family
arrived at the hospital short-
ly afterward.Family mem-
bers suspect murderFamily
members suspect murder in
Rashmi's death, saying her
in-laws misled them. After
the death, our in-laws didn't
give us any accurate infor-
mation. They kept us on the
run from morning till after-
noon.

Lawyer shot in property dispute,

police on duty investigating

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Kaushambi. On Wednesday
evening, near the ARTO office in
the Manjhanpur Kotwali area, a
young man riding a bike was hit by
a speeding vehicle, causing him to
fall on the road along with his bike
and was seriously injured. Upon
receiving the information, people

from the vicinity rushed to the spot
and informed the Kotwali police
and ambulance about the incident.
The Kotwali police reached the spot
and admitted the injured to the dis-
trict hospital for treatment. As his
condition became serious, the doc-
tors referred him to Prayagraj. The
young man died on the way to
Prayagraj. The police, upon receiv-

ing the information, took the body
into custody and sent it for post-
mortem. According to the informa-
tion, Nazim, 25 years old, son of
Qasim, a resident of Bijlipur village,
had gone to Tejmati Hospital on
Wednesday evening at 6:00 pm on
his bike to get medicine. After tak-
ing the medicine, he was returning
to his home in Bijlipur village on

his bike. As soon as he reached the
ARTO office, a speeding vehicle hit
Nazim's bike, leaving him injured.
He was admitted to the district hos-
pital for treatment, but seeing his
serious condition, the doctors
referred him to Prayagraj. While
being taken to Prayagraj, Nazim
died a painful death on the way.
There is chaos in the family.

A biker returning from the hospital with medication died in a road accident

Senior officials from the district administration and
railway administration conducted a joint inspection

in view of preparations for the Magh Mela

The Kashi Tamil Sangam team members were overwhelmed by

the spectacular and picturesque views of the Sangam area

Married woman dies under
suspicious circumstances,
parents suspect murder

Family of former block chief flees, leaving daughter-in-law's

body behind; married a month ago

The uncontrolled tractor overturned after crushing the laborers

Prayagraj. The Civil Defence Foundation Day is being celebrated with great enthu-
siasm on December 6th, 2025, at the Civil Defence Control Center, Katra, Prayagraj.
On this occasion, in the presence of the District Magistrate/Controller of Civil
Defence, at 10:30 a.m., flag hoisting, oath taking, message reading, and address will
be held. The route of the public awareness rally, which will begin after the flag hoist-
ing ceremony, will pass in front of the Collectorate, enter Katra Bazaar via Laxmi
Talkies Square, and return to the rally starting point via Netram Square.

Civil Defence Foundation Day will be celebrated on December 6th
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Suman
Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s visit to North Korea
(18–19 June ) has attracted
global attention. Today, both
of these states are keen to
cooperate to overcome the
sanctions put on them by the
US. This is Putin’s only sec-
ond-ever visit to Pyongyang,
with the first taking place
way back in 2000. Obviously,
a lot has changed during the
last two decades or so. North
Korea’s other good friend,
China, has welcomed this
visit. Russia has always been
important to North Korea.
However, during the last few
years, not much has hap-
pened towards any notewor-

thy engagement. During the
2018–19 period, the North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un
was found engaging China
proactively, and between the
period of March 2018 and
January 2019, he visited
China four times. Also,
around the same period, he
met US President Donald
Trump. Actually, Trump
became the first sitting US
president to visit North
Korea in 2019.
Unfortunately, no efforts to
engage North Korea have
proved successful so far, and
the only major countries
that have cordial relations
with North Korea remain its
neighbours, namely Russia

and China. The recent
increased bonhomie
between Russia and North
Korea could be said to have
started with North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un visiting
Russia in September . Today,
both of these states need
each other much more than
in the past. Moscow has
some dependence on
Pyongyang for supplies of
arms and ammunition for
fighting the war in Ukraine.
While North Korea has a
dependence on food and
energy assistance.
, interestingly, it is also
depending on Russia for
assistance in its space sur-
veillance programme.

When Kim Jong Un visited
Russia in September , he was
assured by Putin of his assis-
tance in the space domain.
During the year , North
Korea made three attempts
to launch a spy satellite in
space. The attempts during
May and 
August  had failed, while the
attempt during  was a suc-
cess, with North Korea put-
ting its first spy satellite, the
Malligyong-1, on the back of
its own

Chollima-1 launch
vehicle in space. Since dur-
ing Kim Jong Un’s
September  visit to Russia,
there was a promise made
for assistance.

In , the UN Climate Action Summit in New
York, leaders from industrialised nations
delivered impassioned speeches about the
urgency of addressing climate change. Yet,
behind closed doors, they continued to
approve new fossil fuel projects and delay
meaningful climate finance commitments.
This dichotomy highlights a fundamental
hypocrisy in global climate politics: The West
often preaches sustainability but falls short
in practice, prioritising economic interests
over environmental imperatives. As the
countdown to the COP29 climate summit in
Azerbaijan this continues, the Bonn Climate
Change Conference in Germany concluded in
a stalemate last week. Nations disagreed on
the size and scope of loss and damage financ-
ing, representing a significant setback in
global climate negotiations. The Bonn talks
did not achieve meaningful progress on cli-
mate financing, underscoring a persistent
issue: industrialised nations, which bear the
greatest responsibility for the current cli-
mate crisis, resisted calls from Global South
countries to compensate those who suffer
the most but have contributed the least to
greenhouse gas emissions. Over a decade
ago, developed nations pledged to mobilise
$100 billion annually by 2020 to support cli-
mate action in developing countries. This
commitment, formalised under the
Copenhagen Accord in 2009 and reiterated
in the Paris Agreement, has not been met.
The Organization for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) reported that cli-
mate finance reached only $79.6 billion in
2019. It was only in 2022 that developed
countries provided and mobilised $115.9 bil-
lion in climate finance for developing coun-
tries. By the end of COP29, all parties must
agree on a “new collective quantified goal”
(NCQG) to guide the provision of climate
finance, intended to replace the $100 billion
target after 2025. Progress on negotiating
the NCQG has been slow. Disagreements per-
sist on almost every aspect of the new target,
including the amount of money to be provid-
ed, the sources of these funds, the recipients,
and the specific forms of financial assistance.
Current climate finance is grossly inadequate
for the scale of action required. The $100 bil-
lion target for climate finance is laughably
insufficient. The United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP)
Adaptation Gap Report 2021 estimates that
the costs of adapting to climate change in
developing countries could reach $140-300
billion per year by 2030, escalating to $280-
500 billion per year by 2050. Furthermore,
the Climate Policy Initiative (CPI) Global
Landscape of Climate Finance 2021 report
highlights that global climate finance flows
reached a record $632 billion in 2019/2020.
Despite this record, the funding falls signifi-
cantly short of the $4.13 trillion annual
investment required by 2030 to meet the
Paris Agreement targets, as estimated by the
International Energy Agency (IEA) in its Net
Zero by 2050 report. Now even these esti-
mates are seen as low. As highlighted by the
Independent High-Level
Expert Group on Climate Finance in their

2022 report, emerging markets and develop-
ing countries (excluding China) are staring at
a financial chasm. These nations must
mobilise approximately $1 trillion annually
by 2025, amounting to 4.1 per cent of their
GDP—double the 2.2 per cent spent in 2019.
Fast forward to 2030, and the figure bal-
loons to a staggering $2.4 trillion
per year, or 6.5 per cent of
GDP.  This glaring disparity
underscores the urgent
need to recalibrate.
climate finance targets.

if we are to meet the colos-
sal demands of climate adaptation .

Aman Sharma 
Space is emerging as the
forerunner in the era of
technology-driven warfare.
A country like India, with
significant geopolitical heft
and the potential to emerge
as a power of relevance,
would sooner or later face a
threat from space—a threat
that cannot be defended by
conventional means. It is
therefore important to
analyse if India needs to
build a space force that is
capable of fighting, not so
distant, space wars. The
Gulf War I is technically
considered to be the first
space war where the US
relied on space satellite
intelligence for aerial and
ground operations inside
Kuwait and Iraq. The satel-
lite navigation systems
played a significant role in
the navigation of the US Air
Force fighter jets. Currently,
space prowess is clearly
ruling the Russian-Ukraine
and Hamas battlescapes.
Taiwan is incrementally
coming under the space lens
of competing powers. The
space satellites started play-
ing their crucial role even
before the start of the war.
India raised the Defence
Space Agency in 2019 as a
scaled-down version of the
space command. The
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) also raised DSP to
provide technical and
Research and Development
(R&D) support. In the last

five years, outer space has
emerged as a source of con-
cern, primarily the threat
from long-range ballistic
and hypersonic missiles.
Many Direct Ascent Anti-
Satellites (ASAT) experi-
mental missile strikes have
been tested, including by
India (mission Shakti).
Counter-missions are being
developed for both offen-
sive and defensive forms of
space warfare. Even though
the Outer Space Treaty
debars nations from
weaponising space, the
writing on the wall makes it
clear that a threat from
space is lurking. All the
major powers, such as the
US, Russia, China, India,
France, the European
Union, and Japan, are build-
ing space military organisa-
tions. The US Space Force
organises, trains, and
equips personnel in order
to protect US and allied
interests in space and to
provide space capabilities
to the joint forces. The US
Space Force, headquartered

at the Pentagon, employs
8,600 military personnel
and 77 spacecraft. The
Russian space forces are
mandated to inform the
higher political leaders and
military commanders of
missile attacks as soon as
possible, ballistic missile
defence, and the creation,
deployment, maintenance,
and control of in-orbit
space vehicles, like the
Persona reconnaissance
satellite. These forces oper-
ate the GLONASS global
positioning system. The
Russian Space Forces
include the third Missile-
Space Defence Army and a
Division for Warning of
Missile Attacks. The Chinese
People’s Liberation Army
Strategic Support Force
(PLA-SSF) existed from
2015 to 2024 with the
army’s ability to fight
“informatised conflicts”. In
April of this year, the
Strategic Support Force was
dissolved and split into
three independent arms:
the PLA Aerospace Force,

the PLA Cyberspace Force,
and the PLA Information
Support Force. Like China,
Russia views space as a
warfighting domain, and
they base their warfighting
doctrine around the idea
that achieving space
supremacy is a precondi-
tion for winning a conflict.
Russia has fielded a suite of
non-kinetic options to cre-
ate reversible effects on
satellite systems in space,
including ground-based
systems to counter GPS nav-
igation signals, tactical com-
munications, satellite com-
munications, and radars. On
the non-kinetic side of this
threat continuum, China
has operational ground-
based jamming systems
that are capable of disrupt-
ing satellite communica-
tions, GPS navigation sig-
nals, synthetic aperture
radars, missile warning sys-
tems, and other satellite
systems. Jamming can pre-
vent users from using satel-
lite communication net-
works, degrade or prevent
transmissions of vital mis-
sile warning data from
space-based sensors to war
fighters, and disrupt
uplinks and downlinks
needed to command and
control spacecraft. While
analysing the space wars, it
is important to study the
space-based wars of the
past, when the intensity was
nominal but gains were
asymmetrical. During the
two Gulf Wars, the Coalition

bombers and fighters
dropped more than 5,000
GPS-guided Joint Direct
Attack Munitions during the
day and night, in all weath-
er, with shattering effective-
ness. Satellites also made it
possible to direct
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle
(UAV) attacks such as
Predator and Global Hawk.
US imaging satellites gave
commanders an unprece-
dented view of targets and
battlespace. At least seven
different types of military
satellite systems were used
during the Gulf War I. GPS
receivers were affixed to
tanks, trucks, and aircraft
across the theatre. Tank
commanders wanted to
know the moisture content
of the soil in some areas.
Tomahawk precision
attacks have multiple space
based use cases, such as
intelligence preparation,
target location, command. 
and control, weather
assessment, launch, route
navigation, and damage
assessment.
Space and cyber domains
are the major components
of ‘stand-off’ wars, which is
the new way of war fight-
ing. 
Elements contributing to
stand-off conflicts are also
moving into the hands of
private space operators.
While ‘space force’ would
have a mandate to provide
space support to conven-
tional forces, it would large-
ly engage.

Abhimanyu
India took centre
stage during the
summit, and the fam-
ily photograph taken
post-summit is a tes-
tament to it. Image:
Narendra Modi/X
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
attended the 50th G7
summit on June 14,
2024, in the city of
Fasano in Apulia,
Italy. The region of
Apulia, throughout
its history, has been
inhabited by Greeks,
Romans, Byzantines,
Normans, and
Spanish. The region
has also served as a
bridge between the
West and the East,
thanks to its geogra-
phy. Apulia’s rich
history as a cultural
crossroads under-
scores the signifi-
cance of this year’s
G7 summit, which
brings together
diverse global lead-
ers. In this summit,
along with the G7
countries, the other
invitees were India,
the African Union,
Brazil, the UAE,
Argentina, and oth-
ers, making the loca-
tion and the purpose
of the summit signif-
icant. India took cen-
tre stage during the
summit, and the fam-
ily photograph taken
post-summit is a tes-
tament to it.

Two years
ago, India was invit-
ed to the 48th G7
summit in 2022,
after the Russian
invasion of Ukraine.
The primary narra-
tive at that time was
to punish India for
keeping the ties
intact with Moscow.

The Western
‘experts’, who are
habituated to see
things in binary,
refused to believe
that India can have
ties with the G7
without harming
relations with
Russia.
As per the Financial

Times, the reason
behind the invitation
to India at the sum-
mit was “to woo New
Delhi away from its
longstanding alliance
with Russia”. Two
years down the line,
India’s relations are
not majorly harmed,
neither with Russia
nor with the G7
countries! Freshly
re-elected, PM Modi’s
attendance at the G7
summit signals a
robust continuation
of his administra-
tion’s foreign policy
initiatives, particu-
larly his advocacy for
the Global South. In ,
New Delhi organised
the two Voice of
Global South
Summits, first in
January and next in
November, to under-
stand the concerns of
the developing coun-
tries. The words and
advocacy of Modi in
Apulia should be
taken as a continua-
tion of this. Modi
exploited the oppor-
tunities provided to
put forward these
concerns. “India has
considered it its
responsibility to
place the priorities
and concerns of the
countries of the
Global South on the
world stage,” he said.
At the same time,
while putting for-
ward his vision of a

developed India in
2047, he emphasised
that “no section of
society should be left
behind in the coun-
try’s development
journey," followed by
applying this “in the
context of interna-
tional relations. The
countries of the
Global South are
bearing the brunt of
global uncertainties
and tensions”. Then,
Modi put forward
the concern of end-
ing monopolies in
technology, one of
the points of action
at the end of the sec-
ond Voice of the
Global South
Summit. On the side-
lines of the G7 meet-
ing, PM Modi also
met Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelensky. However,
Modi skipped the
Ukraine Peace
Summit,
organised just after

the G7 meeting, by
sending a secretary-
level delegation. The
Indian delegation vis-
ited the summit but
didn’t sign the Joint
Communique. This
reflects a nuanced
stance on the con-
flict, aligning with
the broader Global
South’s cautious
approach. India’s
significant presence
at the G7 summit.

coupled with PM
Modi’s diplomacy,
marks a pivotal
moment in its global
engagement. 
By advocating for the
Global South in the
G7, India continued
efforts to emerge as
a leader of developing
nations in a China-
fearing world.

Sameer
India’s progress vis-
à-vis women’s repre-
sentation in leadership
positions has
remained rather slow
and rarely linear, often
pushing them to the
margins of politics.
Image: UN
Women/Ruhani Kaur.
India recently con-
cluded its 2024 gener-
al elections, which
took place in seven
phases—from April
19 to June 1—to elect
all 543 members of
the Lok Sabha (lower
house). While the
results have taken
many by surprise,
what has been even
more astonishing is
the fact that for a
country that has rigor-
ously been trying to
establish a more pro-
gressive front on
women’s rights and
gender equality over
the past few years, the

new Indian parlia-
ment has failed to
showcase a notable
uptick in the represen-
tation of women after
the latest elections.
Making just 13.63 per
cent of the elected
strength, the 18th Lok
Sabha will comprise
only 74 women com-
pared to 469 men.
This share is not only
abysmally skewed but
also lower than the
14.4 per cent share of
female representation
during the 2019 elec-
tion, where 78 women
were elected as MPs.
The irony here is that
just last year, India—
during its G20 presi-
dency—brought about
a paradigm shift in
gender-based policy-
making by challenging
the status quo and
with the innovative
idea of women-led
development in order
to ensure women’s

inclusion and repre-
sentation at all levels of
decision-making. Even
at the domestic level,
India—after many
deliberations—finally
passed the historic
Women’s Reservation
Bill in , which seeks to
reserve one-third of
the seats in the Lok
Sabha and state legisla-
tive assemblies for
women. While it is true
that the bill has not yet
come into effect, the
journey from 13.63
per cent to 33 per cent
(for the next elections)
still seems rather long,
especially given that,
despite being the cen-
tral agents of the 2024
elections and forming
an important core of
party manifestos as
well as campaign
speeches, only a hand-
ful of them were able
to achieve the final vic-
tory.

Women in Indian Politics: A story that
has changed little over the years

Fundamental hypocrisy in

global climate politics

Promise made for assistance in the space sector

Threat from ballistic hypersonic missiles

India took centre stage during the summit
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