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Patna: In a moment
that highlights both
continuity and political
longevity, JD(U) presi-
dent Nitish Kumar will
take oath as Bihar chief
minister for the 10th
time on Thursday, Nov
20, a senior party leader
told TOI on Sunday.
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is likely
to attend the swearing-
in ceremony of the new
NDA govt.“The swear-
ing-in ceremony will be
organised at the sprawl-
ing Gandhi Maidan.
Many top NDA leaders,
including Union home
minister Amit Shah,
other central ministers
Rajnath Singh,
Dharmendra Pradhan,
Chirag Paswan, Jitan
Ram Manjhi, UP CM
Yogi Adityanath, and
the chief ministers of
other NDA-ruled states,
will attend the grand
event,” a senior BJP
leader said. State
administration officials
on Sunday began
preparations to turn the

Gandhi Maidan event
into a major public
spectacle. “The Gandhi
Maidan will remain
closed to the general
public from Nov 17 to
20. There will be a
complete ban on the
entry of common peo-
ple into the Gandhi
Maidan during this
period,” the Patna dis-
trict administration said
in a notice issued on
Sunday.“The Maidan
has been closed for four
days to make prepara-
tions for the upcoming
swearing-in ceremony
of the new govt,” a sen-
ior official said.
Sources said the formu-
la for distributing cabi-

net berths among allies
has been finalised.
Along with JD(U) and
BJP, the smaller allies –
Chirag Paswan-led LJP
(RV), Manjhi-led
HAM-S and Upendra
Kushwaha-led RLM –
will also join the govt.
“The LJP (RV) is likely
to get three berths in the
new state cabinet while
the HAM-S and RLM
one berth each. A maxi-
mum of 16 ministers
from the BJP and 14
ministers and the chief
minister from JD(U)
will take oath on
Thursday,” a senior BJP
leader said. According
to a notification issued
by the cabinet secretari-

at department on
Sunday, the last cabinet
meeting of the outgoing
govt will be held at
11.30am on Monday.
“The cabinet meeting,
to be chaired by Nitish,
would pass a resolution
to make a recommenda-
tion to the governor for
dissolving the current
assembly. From the
cabinet meeting, the
CM and other senior
ministers of the outgo-
ing govt would drive to
the Raj Bhavan, where
Nitish would submit his
resignation and urge the
governor to dissolve the
assembly,” sources in
the NDA said.After
submitting his resigna-
tion, Nitish will attend a
meeting of the newly-
elected JD(U) legisla-

tors, where he will be
formally elected leader
of the JD(U) legisla-
tors’ party. A senior BJP
leader said the saffron
party has called a meet-
ing of its newly elected
legislators in Patna on
Tues.

Nitish set to take oath as CM

for tenth time on Nov 20

LUCKNOW/KAN-
PUR: Investigators are
racing to close the arc
of a Jaish-e-
Mohammed project
they said was years in
the making - one that
turned a campus doctor
into "Madam Surgeon"
of a cross-border ter-
rorist blueprint. The
alleged architect link-
ing these threads is 43-
year-old Dr Shaheen

Shahid - "Madam
Surgeon" in the under-
ground lexicon of the
JeM module of medics
accused of the Nov 10
New Delhi car blast
and preparing coordi-
nated terrorist strikes
on six cities, investiga-
tors said. Terrifying
CCTV Captures
Delhi’s Red Fort Blast;
Vehicles Erupt in
Fireball

Investigators described
Shaheen, arrested in
Faridabad, as a key
asset. Seized digital
evidence, handwritten

diaries and planning
notes - now central to
the case - describe a
plan for a Dec 6 strike
aimed at "avenging"

the 1992 Babri Masjid
demolition.
The papers outline "D-
6 Mission", target lists,
recruitment pitches,
fund movements and
secure communication
protocols. Investigators
also identified roles
assigned to Kashmiri
doctors Muzammil
Ahmad Ganaie and
Umar Un Nabi, along-
side Shaheen, who

allegedly joined a
deeper JeM-backed
structure in 2021.
The probe has alleged-
ly uncovered an Rs 20-
lakh hawala channel
routed through a JeM
handler for operational
use by , Muzammil
and Shaheen - money
suspected to have
funded recruitment,
safe houses, secure
phones.

Delhi blast: 'Madam Surgeon' emerges as key player

PATNA/NEW
DELHI: RJD patri-
arch Lalu Prasad's
daughter Rohini
Acharya's outburst at
her brother Tejashwi
Yadav and his close
associates for "abus-
ing" and "throwing"
her out of home is
snowballing into a
full-blown family feud
and hints at increasing
internal rumblings
over the decisions of
the party's anointed
heir after its bid for
office unravelled
spectacularly in the
assembly polls.
As she dropped anoth-
er bombshell on
Sunday by saying she
was dissed for donat-
ing her "dirty kidney"
to Lalu and was
accused of extracting

crores of rupees and a
Lok Sabha ticket,
three of her sisters -
Ragini, Chanda and
Rajlakshmi - left their
parents' Patna resi-
dence. Their brother
Tej Pratap Yadav, dis-
owned by his father
and ousted from the
party last year, spoke
up against Rohini's
"humiliation".
Lalu, his younger son
and political heir
Tejashwi, and other
family members have
maintained silence, an
indication of the divi-
sion and conflicted
emotions within. The
party too has kept
mum.Some party lead-
ers suggested that dif-
ferences among the
siblings have long
been simmering.

Lalu pari-war: After
Rohini, 3 more daughters
walk out of Patna home

New Delhi
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta has made the fire
safety certificate renewal
system online. She launched
the portal for online renewal
of fire safety certificates at
the Delhi Secretariat on
Saturday. Delhi Government
Home and Education
Minister Ashish Sood and
senior officials from the
Delhi Fire Service (DFS)
were also present at the spe-
cial event. The portal, devel-

oped through a joint effort
by the National Informatics
Centre (NIC) and the Delhi

Government, fundamentally
restructures the fire safety
renewal process in Delhi.

The Chief Minister stated
that over the past eight
months, the Delhi
Government has implement-
ed several landmark reforms
that are directly benefiting
businesses, citizens, and var-
ious institutions in the capi-
tal. She explained that the
processes related to fire per-
mits, licensing, and other
mandatory approvals have
been simplified, transparent,
and transformed into a sin-
gle-window system.

SRINAGAR: Inspector
Asrar Ahmad Shah called his
cousin at 10.50pm on Friday,
asking him to wait on the
highway so they could drive
home to Kupwara together
after work. Thirty minutes
later, an explosion ripped
through Srinagar's Nowgam
police station, killing Asrar
and eight others. The victims
were police officers, forensic
personnel, revenue officials
and a tailor, all between 30
and 45.
The cousin who had waited
for Asrar spent the night vis-
iting Srinagar hospitals
before finding his body in the
police mortuary the next
morning. By then, social
media was flooded with
hashtags of heartbreak and
outrage over yet another of
Kashmir's recurring

tragedies. Asrar, 37, was an
MBA from the University of
Kashmir who joined J&K
Police in 2010. He was a
father of three.
A video of a young man
playing with his infant
daughter at home bore the
caption, "His daughter's gig-
gles still echo in that
room…She waited for her

father to return."
That was 33-year-old Arshad
Ahmad Shah, a Crime
Branch photographer from
Kulgam. Arshad, a father of
two, lost his brother in a road
accident. His father is a
retired cop.Javaid Mansoor
Rather, 40, from Tral, was an
MA from the same university
who changed tracks to spe-

cialise in crime photography
and join the police force as a
constable four years ago.
Naib tehsildar Muzaffer
Ahmad Khan, 33, from
Soibug, did his postgradua-
tion in sports physiotherapy
at Delhi's Jamia Millia
Islamia before joining govt
service in 2020. Another col-
league in the revenue depart-
ment, Suhail Ahmad Rather,
was killed in the explosion.
Constables Aijaz Ahmad and
Mohammad Amin were both
old hands in forensic investi-
gation at FSL, Srinagar.
Showkat Ahmad Sheikh
worked as a laboratory assis-
tant there.Tailor Mohammad
Shafi Parray was the odd one
out. He had been called to
Nowgam police station,
located in Srinagar's Sheikh
Ul Alam neighbourhood.

NEW DELHI: Karnataka
deputy chief minister DK
Shivakumar on Sunday
asserted there is “no need”
for him to step down as the
state Congress president,
stressing that his health is
“good” and that he has sever-
al responsibilities to dis-
charge as Karnataka Pradesh
Congress Committee
(KPCC) chief.
“I have worked to build the
party day in and day out, and
I will continue to do so. My
mental, physical and political
health is good,” he told
reporters in Bengaluru,
according to ANI.
Shivakumar noted that he
must oversee the laying of
foundation stones for 100
Congress party offices in
Karnataka and is scheduled

to meet Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge. “We
have to celebrate the
Congress foundation day
(December 28). Who will do
all this? I have to do it. Why
should I resign from the
KPCC presidency? There is
no need for it,” he remarked.

Describing himself as a
“loyal soldier” of the party,
he added that he would con-
tinue as KPCC chief for as
long as the leadership wants
him to remain in the role.
On whether he would raise
rumours of a Cabinet reshuf-
fle during his meeting with

Kharge, Shivakumar dis-
tanced himself from the mat-
ter. “That is left to the CM
(Siddaramaiah). He will dis-
cuss it with the high com-
mand. I am meeting Kharge
only to finalise dates for lay-
ing the foundation for the
new Congress offices. I
would like both Mallikarjun
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi to
lay the foundation stone. I
am requesting a date before
December 1 as the
Parliament session starts that
day,” he explained.
Shivakumar’s reaffirmation
of loyalty comes amid a
renewed push from a section
of the Karnataka Congress
for him to be elevated as
chief minister under the so-
called “2.5-year formula”
that party leaders.

New Delhi
A major update has emerged
in the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision
Campaign to further clean
up the electoral rolls across
the country. According to
the Election Commission,
enumeration forms have
been distributed to more
than 95 percent of the 59.9
million voters in nine states
and three union territories.
The Commission states that
this campaign is a major
step towards making the
electoral rolls transparent
and error-free. In its daily
SIR Bulletin, the Election
Commission stated that a
total of 486.

7 million enumeration
forms have been distributed

in 12 states and union terri-
tories. Jharkhand is not
included in the states where
this campaign is underway,
but Chhattisgarh, Goa,
Gujarat, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, and
West Bengal are included.
The process is also ongoing
in Puducherry, the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, and
Lakshadweep.
Second Phase of SIR
Campaign ContinuesThe
second phase of the SIR
campaign began on
November 4th and will con-
tinue until December 4th.
This phase is the enumera-
tion stage, in which voters
are given forms to verify or
correct their details. 

SIR: Forms reach more than

95% of voters in 12 states and

union territories
NEW DELHI: Flagging
concerns that Indian arms
companies were failing to
deliver emergency procure-
ments on time and that
some of them were even
inflating the extent of
indigenous content in their
products, Chief of Defence
Staff Gen Anil Chauhan has
said the armed forces
expect "a bit of nationalism
and patriotism" in industry's
"profit-driven endeav-
ours"."Defence reforms are
not a one-way street.
(Domestic) industries will
have to be truthful about
their indigenous capabilities
to us. 
You cannot leave us in the

lurch. When you sign a
contract and don't deliver in
that particular time frame, it
is a capability that is being
lost," CDS said at a USI
seminar on Friday. CDS
said Army had told him
"most" of the Indian com-
panies had "over-promised
things" and failed to deliver
in specified time-frames
during 5th and 6th phases
of the emergency procure-
ments mechanism.  

CDS lashes out at defence
companies: 'Show a bit of

patriotism'

NAVI MUMBAI: Nerul
police have filed an FIR
against Amit Thackeray,
the son of MNS chief Raj
Thackeray and 70 MNS
workers including office
bearers for defying police
prevention and forcibly
unveiling the statue of
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj in a canopy con-
structed by NMMC at a
junction in sector -1,
Nerul near Rajiv Gandhi
flyover on Sunday after-
noon.The accused have
been booked under rele-
vant sections of BNS for
assault or criminal force

against a public servant,
voluntarily causing hurt
to a public servant in the
discharge of their duty,
unlawful assembly, riot-
ing, joint liability and
mischief causing loss or
damage to property along
with relevant sections of
Maharashtra Police Act.
The accused are Amit

Thackeray, chief of
Maharashtra Vidyarthi
Sena, Mumbai, Gajanan
Kale, MNS President of
Navi Mumbai City and
Abhijit Desai, MNS
Nerul unit chief among
other MNS workers,
informed Brahmanand
Naikwadi, senior inspec-
tor of Nerul.Inspector
Naikwadi said, "The
accused had took out a
morcha without permis-
sion and gathering unlaw-
fully assaulted the on-
duty Assistant police
inspector Nilesh and also
created obstruction.

FIR against Amit Thackeray, 

70 MNS workers
New Delhi
Union Health and Family
Welfare Minister J.P.
Nadda on Saturday
announced the extensive
expansion of the AMRUT
network across the country,
stating that the goal now is
to provide AMRUT phar-
macies in every medical
college and every district
hospital in the country,
ensuring access to afford-
able medicines for every
citizen. Nadda was
addressing the gathering
after inaugurating the 10th
foundation day celebra-
tions of AMRUT
(Affordable Medicines and
Reliable Implants for

Amrit Pharmacy will
be established in

every medical college
and district hospital 

Vice President C.P. Radhakrishnan attended the Manorama News

Newsmaker Award 2024 ceremony as the chief guest in New Delhi,

where he presented the award to Suresh Gopi, Union Minister of

State for Tourism and Petroleum and Natural Gas.

Police station blast killed educated Kashmiris

DK dismisses talks of resignation as KPCC chief;

calls himself 'loyal soldier' of Congress

CM launches portal for fire safety certificate
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Three months after the
med portal launch, just 6.5k

12L physicians registered.
Delhi: Three and a half months after the nation-
al medical registry was began, less than 6,500
doctors have registered and 284 have been
approved. The projected 12 lakh doctors work-
ing in India would take 40 years to register and
approve at the current rate. Union health minis-
ter JP Nadda launched the National 
Medical Register (NMR) Portal of the National
Medical Commission (NMC) to register all Indian
MBBS doctors. "The uniqueness of NMR is that
it is linked with doctors' Aadhaar IDs, which
ensures authenticity," claimed the health min-
istry. NHA and NMC's NMR site will provide
dynamic, authentic, and consolidated doctor
data, it stated. The government claimed that
"the speedy and easy registration process on
the portal will facilitate the timely updation of
the data", yet doctors have had registration
issues. The Kerala State Medical Council con-
firmed my NMC registration. In 110 days, my
application has been returned with unrelated
questions four times, including questions about
the University and state medical council name
changes. They want me to file an affidavit about
the Aadhaar card name not matching the pre-
Aadhaar registration. The NMR is required by
Section 31 of the NMC Act, 2019. "If they cannot
put together a digital database for just 12 lakh
doctors who come through a highly regulated
education system, can you imagine them being
able to create databases for other categories in
healthcare who would be well over 50 lakh and
whose training is very poorly regulated?"

Due to academic
misconduct and UGC
PhD regulations,
OPJS University
(Churu), Sunrise
University (Alwar),
and Singhania
U n i v e r s i t y
(Jhunjhunu) have
been forbidden from
accepting PhD stu-
dents for five years
(2025-26 to 2029-
30). Admissions at
three Rajasthan uni-
versities were sus-
pended immediate-
ly.Following admis-
sion exam protocols,
Research Advisory
Committee (RAC)
creation, and thesis
evaluation criteria,
the UGC found their
practices inade-
quate.Another 30
are being examined.
The UGC said, "After
analysing/ examin-
ing/ evaluating the
information/ data
submitted by the
universities, the
Standing Committee
has found that three
universities did not

follow the provisions
of the UGC PhD regu-
lations and also the
academic norms for
the award of PhD
degrees... the
responses received
from these universi-
ties were not found
satisfactory." UGC
chair M Jagadesh
Kumar stressed PhD
program integrity
and said additional
Indian universities
are being reviewed.
To maintain Indian
higher education's
reputation, viola-
tions may result in
similar punishments.
PhD programs
should be held to the

highest standards by
u n i v e r s i t i e s .
Institutions that vio-
late UGC's PhD regu-
lations will be pun-
ished. We are also
inspecting PhD pro-
grams at other uni-
versities. Those that
breach PhD regula-
tions will also be
punished. 

Incorrect insti-
tutions must be
barred from admit-
ting PhD candidates.
We must protect
Indian higher educa-
tion's integrity and
worldwide standing
"UGC chair M
Jagadesh Kumar stat-
ed.

Delhi: The GST Council voted
to exempt gene therapy used
to cure cancer from taxes. and
postponed a proposal for
lower rates while lowering the
tariff on fortified rice kernels
used in PDS to 5%. The council
determined that 18% GST
would be applied to the mar-
gin of suppliers for all used
cars, including electric vehi-
cles. Even though there won't
be any tax transactions involv-
ing private citizens, businesses
or used car sellers would be
subject to the fee. According
to Sitharaman, states desired
a greater fee, but the Center
had suggested a 5% tax on
EVs. The GST Council issued a
number of clarifications, one
of which was that ready-to-eat

popcorn would be subject to a
12% tax, similar to the nam-
keen tax, if it were pre-pack-
aged with salt and spices.

Caramelized sugar will be sub-
ject to an 18% tax. In a similar
vein, the council stated that as
voucher transactions were

neither a delivery of com-
modities nor services, they
would not be subject to taxes.
It also made it clear that small
enterprises that pay rent to
unregistered landlords and
are covered by the reverse
charge system will not be
required.
he council determined that
18% GST would be applied to
the margin of suppliers for all
used cars, including electric
vehicles. Even though there
won't be any tax transactions
involving private citizens, busi-
nesses or used car sellers
would be subject to the fee.
According to Sitharaman,
states desired a greater fee,
but the Center had suggested
a 5% tax on EVs

The GST Council voted to exempt gene

therapy used to cure cancer from taxes
Starbucks workers
have extended their
ongoing strike to four
more cities, including
New York, according to
the union that repre-
sents more than 10,000
coffee shop workers.
The strike stemmed
from failed negotia-
tions between
Starbucks and union
representatives, with
disputes over wages,
staffing levels, and
work schedules
remaining unresolved.
According to news
agency Reuters, the
five-day strike, which
began on , initially
mpacted Starbucks

locations in Los
Angeles, Chicago, and
Seattle. As of Saturday,
the industrial action
has expanded to
include New Jersey,
New York,
Philadelphia, and St.
Louis.While the union
did not specify the
location of the walkout
in New Jersey, it con-
firmed that the strike
continues to disrupt
operations in the newly
added cities. 

The union's strike
spans in 10 cities,
including Columbus,
Denver and Pittsburgh,
during the festive peri-
od, potentially affect-

ing the company's
Christmas revenue. The
workers United had
earlier indicated that
the industrial action
could extend to "hun-
dreds 
stores"., Eve.
Discussions between
Starbucks and the
union began in April.
The company recently
reported conducting
over eight negotiation
sessions, resulting in 30
agreements. The coffee
chain manages more
than 11,000 outlets
across the United
States, with approxi-
mately 200,000 staff
members.

Delhi: Google and
Apple removed
MAPS.Me offline
navigation app from
Play and App Store.
The app misrepre-
sented India's bor-
der. To Google's
nodal officer,
P r i y a d a r s h i
Banerjee, the Survey
of India (SoI) submit-
ted MAPS.Me a
notice under Section
79(3)(b) of the IT
Act, 2000, in
December 2024. The
software misrepre-
sents Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh,
according to the
notice. The app's
Google Play Store
homepage now dis-
plays "We're sorry,
the requested URL
was not found on
this server". Sol
reportedly provided
notice to Google,
but since the app is
unavailable on
Apple's App Store
for Indian con-
sumers, it's unclear
if Apple was notified.

The publisher
accessed the letter
using Lumen
Database. It says:
"The maps.me app
on Google PlayStore
portrays an Indian
map with an incor-
rect external bound-
ary, endangering
India's sovereignty
and integrity. The
Survey of India (SoI)
was appointed by
the Ministry of
Electronics and
I n f o r m a t i o n
Technology (Meity)
in 2020 to "disable
access to incorrect
maps of India." 
Nitin Gadkari said
that the roads min-
istry is developing
annual and 'life-
time' passes for pri-
vate cars to allow
unlimited travel
across the NH net-
work for a single toll
payment. Private
cars account for 60%
of NH traffic, but
only 20-26% of toll
income. Gadkari
remarked during a

'Barrierless Tolling in
India' workshop,
"Private automo-
biles generate less
money. The majority
of toll revenue
comes from com-
mercial vehicles. To
avoid problems,
we're exploring
yearly passes.
People will be
relieved but we will
not lose." They stat-
ed that the govern-
ment is developing a
plan to private toll
high pass user
counts on certain
stretches. Primus
Partners and Think
Infra's thinking
paper, released by
Gadkari, claimed
that GNSS-based
tolling will enhance
traffic flow by elimi-
nating delays, lower-
ing travel time by 20-
30%, and saving 8-10
minutes each toll
station. The environ-
include reducing car-
bon emissions by 50
lakh tonnes and sav-
ing Rs 12,000 crore
in fuel costs.

Google pulls offline map

app from Play Store per

government requests
Delhi: According to offi-
cials, the standing com-
mittee of Delhi
University (DU) will
meet to evaluate sug-
gestions for a number
of value addition cours-
es (VAC), including four
that are centered on the
Bhagavad Gita and one
called An Introduction
to Viksit Bharat. The
committee's emphasis
on incorporating mod-
ern applications of
Indian philosophy and
development topics into
the curriculum is high-
lighted in the agenda,
which was made public
on Wednesday. 

With themes
like "Gita for Holistic
Life," "Gita and
Leadership Excellence,"

"Gita for Sustainable
Universe," and "Gita for
Navigating Life
Challenges," four of the
six VACs that are being
considered are centered
around the Bhagavad
Gita. Based on
Karmayoga, Jnanayoga,
and Bhaktiyoga, the
Gita for Holistic Life syl-
labus suggests teach-
ings on self-manage-
ment, resolving prob-
lems in modern life, and
methods of action,
knowledge, and devo-
tion. The course will
also include practical
components. The other
courses will cover simi-
lar thematic applica-
tions of Gita's teachings
to leadership, sustain-
ability, and life's prob-

lems. Gita may
undoubtedly be able to
offer us some direction,
but it seems ridiculous
to introduce so many
VACs on Gita. In addi-
tion to practical ele-
ments like field trips to
communities, self-help
groups, and farmers'
organizations, the pro-
posed chapters will
address the role of tech-
nology, infrastructure,
agriculture, and sustain-
ability, he said.  A VAC
titled "The Science of
Happiness" is also on
the schedule. The
Centre for Hindu
Studies has also sug-
gested starting a PhD
program in Hindu
Studies, which is antici-
pated to begin.

Delhi: The University
Grants Commission
(UGC)'s proposed rules
on faculty recruitment
and promotions in high-
er education  planted
seeds of a new political
conflict between Tamil
Nadu and Kerala and the
Centre. Compared to the
June 30, 2010 gazette
notification, the vice

appointment process
appears unchanged. The
states' argument that
the new legislation will
provide chancellors
(governors) more VC
selection discretion has
caused controversy.
Kerala called the draft
regulations "an over-
reach by the central
govt, rendering states

powerless in the higher
education sector," but M
K Stalin declared prepa-
rations to dispute the
governor's VC appoint-
ment powers. UGC draft
regulations a "direct
attack on federalism and
state rights" since they
offer state governors
substantial authority.

UGC bans 3 private universities

from PhD admissions for 5 years

Starbucks workers expand

strike across several US cities

Pradhan defends UGC 2025 draft,
calls Cong claims 'false'

DU will discuss the Viksit Bharat

curriculum and Gita-based courses

'' Nursery admissions

began. The Directorate

of Education (DoE)

announced in

November that the sec-

ond list would be

revealed on February

3''

Delhi:  The first list for 2025-
26 nursery admission at
Delhi's private unaided
schools. Initially, major
school lists had 100 to 200
pupils.Nursery admissions
began November 28, 2024.
The Directorate of Education
(DoE) announced in
November that the second

list would be revealed on
February 3. All admissions
will be completed by March
14.

Parents now have four to
five days to accept admis-
sion, verify, and pay
costs.Schools vary, but ours

gives parents four days to pay
fees. We will then work on
the second list, depending on
the vacancy. Tania Joshi,
principal of The Indian
School in Sadiq Nagar, south
Delhi, said their list of 114
kids was released Friday.

Jyoti Arora, princi-
pal of Mount Abu Public
School in Rohini, northwest
Delhi, claimed that based on
prior trends, 20-25% of first-
list candidates will not take
admissions. 100 students are
on the first list. We will see
some rejections since par-
ents apply to numerous insti-
tutions and occasionally wish
to wait for their first choice,
Arora said.
According to DoE, admission

is based on points from vari-
ous categories. Most schools
consider distance between
the student's home and
school, if the candidate has
siblings in the same school,
and whether anyone in the

Admission is based on points from various categories

Delhi: The IIT Kharagpur
Teachers' Association (IITTA)
urged the institute's board of
governors to expunge show-
cause notices issued to 86
faculty members, restore
their administrative posi-
tions, and protect the associ-
ation's office bearers from
arbitrary or retaliatory
actions amid the faculty-
administration dispute. In
September, the IIT
Kharagpur teachers' associa-

tion accused director
Virendra Kumar Tewari of
“nepotism” and “arbitrary
faculty recruitment” in a let-
ter to the Union Ministry of
Education, sparking a con-
frontation. They wanted an
academically qualified, inclu-
sive governance-experi-
enced successor. When the
administration sent show-
cause notices to IITTA office
bearers and disciplined them
for not answering within

seven days, tensions rose.
Show cause notices were
sent to 86 academic mem-
bers who signed a petition
supporting the IITTA, wors-
ening the situation. The IITTA
said several of the 86 aca-
demic department heads
were replaced. The adminis-
tration also said people who
answered or apologized
would not be punished. After
an unusual general body
meeting  the IITTA

approached the board of
governors.They worry the
administration may act fast
and deny office bearers a fair
hearing.
, further undermining trust. 
aThe association asked the
board of governors to
remove show-cause notices
from 86 faculty members,
restore their administrative
positions, limit press state-
ments that inflame tension,
and protect ;.

IIT Kharagpur teachers petition governors. Restore HoD positions

The council determined that 18% GST would be

applied to the margin of suppliers for all used

cars, including electric vehicles
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Soraon

The program was completed in a grand manner in the

playground of Mewalal Inter College, Soraon, develop-

ment block of Prayagraj district. The chief guest of the

program was MLA Legislative Council Surendra

Chaudhary and the special guest was Harsh Vardhan

Bajpai. During this time, TLM exhibition was organized

by all the schools like Primary School Rajapur

Parshurampur, Pvt Narayanpur, Primary School

Ismailganj Second, Pvt Shringarpur, Composite

Vidyalaya Bhadri, U.Pv Malak Choudhary, Composite

Vidyalaya Mammohammadpur, Pvt Dandupur etc. in

which all the subjects were in their mother tongue Hindi,

English, Mathematics, Science etc. The main objective of

installing all these TLMs was to provide the simplest

form of teaching to the children and they could learn eas-

ily.  In this, TM related to eco-friendly and environmen-

tal activities, communicable disease diagnosis awareness,

basic numerical knowledge and mathematical value

points and alphabet knowledge, word, sentence, and

vocabulary building skills for linguistic proficiency were

demonstrated. Which was prepared and presented by the

teachers under the able guidance of the ARP team. At the

conclusion of the three days, the TLM fair was success-

fully organized by the teachers of various schools of the

development block under the leadership of Suman

Mishra, Education Officer of the development block

Soraon and under the successful operation of the nodal

ARP Akhilesh Kumar Shukla. 

Three day program of

Soraon Mahotsav concluded

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj. Free
Battery-Operated
Artificial Hands
Distribution Camp
organized by Rotary
Club of Allahabad
Midtown in collabo-
ration with Inali
Foundation was suc-
cessfully concluded
today at Kesar
Bhawan, Panna Lal
Road, Prayagraj. A
large number of bene-
ficiaries were provid-
ed artificial hands

made with modern
technology in the
camp. Chief guest of
the program was A.
Of. Gautam, District
Disability
Empowerment Officer
encouraged the partic-
ipants and praised this
humanitarian effort of
Rotary Club.Rotary
Club President Vinay
Goyal said that this
project has been
organized to provide
self-reliance to the
economically weak
and needy disabled
people. 

Respected members
were present in the
camp. Rotary Club
expressed special
gratitude to the
District Disabled
Empowerment Office,
with whose coopera-
tion the selection of
beneficiaries and
operation of the camp
was successfully
completed.Rotary
Club of Allahabad
Midtown expressed
its resolve to continue
similar social service
activities in future
also.
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Prayagraj

In the police station area
Kaundhiyara, the case of
organized network carrying
out hawala transactions worth
crores of rupees by weaponiz-
ing the bank accounts of poor
villagers is deepening rapidly.
After the complaint was sent
by the victim to the Chief
Minister, Police
Commissioner Prayagraj and
ACP Kaundhiara, the police
has started taking action with
full seriousness. Despite this,
the main accused are still
absconding, which has made
the case even more suspi-
cious.On Sunday morning, the
police team raided several
places including Gidhaura vil-
lage, but all the accused were
found absconding after vacat-
ing their houses. The police
have strictly instructed the
family members of the
accused to immediately
deposit the bank passbook,
ATM card, mobile SIM, pho-

tocopy of Aadhar card,
account related documents
and other important items in
the police station, so that the
investigation is not ham-
pered.According to sources,
this gang has made hundreds
of poor villagers victims of its
fraud in the last one year. The
gang members first got the
villagers to open bank
accounts and then took pos-
session of the bank pass-
books, chequebooks, ATMs,
SIM cards and related docu-
ments. After this, an amount
of Rs 40-45 lakh was sent
from abroad through the same

accounts, which was with-
drawn within a few hours and
delivered to the leader of the
network. Due to transactions
worth crores of rupees, the
accounts were seized, while
the real account holders were
kept quiet by paying a few
thousand rupees.Police sus-
pect that this entire racket is
linked to international funding
network, hawala chain and
possible illegal activities. This
is why the police has intensi-
fied the investigation of the
mobile numbers of the
accused, call details, bank
statements, digital transac-

tions, their activities in the
village and contact with suspi-
cious people. Police technical
team has also been activated
in this case, so that the flow
of money and the tightest
links of the network can be
identified. The villagers
demand that the entire net-
work should be exposed soon
and those powers should be
exposed who are making ille-
gal earnings of crores of
rupees by taking advantage of
poverty and helplessness in
the villages.? Misuse of bank
accounts of the poor will not
be tolerated at any level and
the culprits will be arrested at
all costs and sent behind bars.
Special teams have been
formed to take action against
the accused and raids are
being conducted continuously
and regular information about
the progress of the investiga-
tion is being sent to higher
officials.

ACP Kaundhiara- Abdus
Salam Khan
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Tharavai
Every year on 16th

November we celebrate
National Press Day. National
Press Day was established
on 16 November 1966. The
day the Press Council of
India started its work. This
day is not just a formality
but a special occasion to
remind us of the pride of
Indian journalism, its
courage, strong knowledge,
hard work and its role and
responsibilities. This is the
day when we salute the free-
dom of the press, its impar-
tiality, accountability and its
devotion to democracy. In
the entire structure of
democracy, the press has
been given the status of

'fourth pillar' and it has not
got this status just like that,
but it has proved it through
years of hard work, struggle,
sacrifice, impartiality,
courage, knowledge, fear-
lessness and dutifulness.
This pillar has been erected
by risking our lives. Today
when we all are celebrating
Press Day, it is necessary
that we stand with the glori-
ous history of journalism
and its present form, its
challenges and its struggle,
the role it is playing in the
society so that we can devel-
op our country of India and
our nation and stop the
injustice happening. The his-
tory of the press has been
very long and glorious and
admirable.
Journalism in India was

started as a mission. During
the British rule, the press
was the only medium which

spread the spirit of freedom
to the people. News was not
just news, but they were a
tool to keep the fire of free-
dom burning.    And even
today we are working to
spread even the smallest
news happening in the socie-
ty to everyone.

There have been
many great people in history
who have worked related to
the press, such as Johannes
Gutenberg who invented the
printing press. In India, free-
dom fighters like Gopal
Krishna Gokhale and Lala
Lajpat Rai also used the
press to spread awareness
and promote socio-political
activities. Great men like
Raja Ram Mohan Roy made
the press a means of social
reform. Bal Gangadhar Tilak

filled the hearts of the peo-
ple with enthusiasm through
his newspaper Kesari. In this
way the press never compro-
mised its duty. Even today
the press has the same
importance. 

Democracy can
remain healthy only when
the public gets the right
information, at the right time
and in an unbiased form. So
that injustice can be stopped
in time. Tanu Kushwaha told
that our pen is a voice. The
journalist can tell only the
size. News on every topic
should be monitored from
every angle. He said that our
journalism should be impar-
tial and alert and convey the
right information to the right
people. The fourth pillar is
the identity of a penman. 

Lucknow

Sarojini Nagar MLA Dr.
Rajeshwar Singh held a public
interaction at his office in
Parag Square, Aashiyana, on
Saturday, listening carefully to
the area's problems, demands,
and suggestions and assured
them of prompt and effective
solutions.Reviewing the pend-
ing Tara Shakti (sewing) cen-
ter applications at the MLA
office Dr. Singh stated that
162 Tara Shakti centers have
been established in Sarojini
Nagar, providing approximate-
ly 1800 sewing machines. In
the next 36 weeks, 36 more
Tara Shakti centers will be
established, providing over
500 sewing machines. With
the establishment of these new
centers, the number of pend-
ing applications at the office
will be reduced to zero. Tara
Shakti Kendras: Beyond
Sewing, Centers for Holistic

Development
Dr. Rajeshwar Singh stated
that the 162 Tara Shakti
Kendras in Sarojini Nagar cur-
rently serve as strong pillars of
women economic, social and
skill-based upliftment. These
centers have transformed the
energy, efficiency and strength
of the women power into an
organized movement. He stat-
ed that 36 new Tara Shakti
Kendras will be established in
the next 36 weeks and with
the addition of these 36 cen-
ters, the total number of Tara
Shakti Kendras in Sarojini

Nagar will increase to 198.
198 Tara Shakti Kendras
This is not just a number; it is
a testament to the women's
power of Sarojini Nagar, a
recognition of their progress
and the greatest celebration of
their self-reliance.Today, these
centers are no longer just
sewing institutes, they have
truly become "Holistic
Development Centers," where
women not only learn skills
but are also writing a new
chapter of leadership for their
families, society and future
generations. 
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Tharavai. A dead body was found
buried in the ground under a
Mahua tree in a garden near
Lakharava village. The police
arrived on the information of the
villagers, took possession of the
body and started investigation. The
police was also busy collecting the
same evidence. After a lot of inves-
tigation, the body of an unknown
woman was identified, in which the
deceased Sakshi Yadav, son of
Gyanendra Kumar, a girl from
Bankat Sorhawa village of Soraon
police station area, aged 17 years,
was identified as a minor. It is
being told that she had gone miss-
ing from home four days ago on
November 10. Joint police teams
are busy investigating how and
when the girl was murdered. The
girl lived with her uncle Shyam
Lal, who is a Havildar in the Army,
and Sakshi Yadav was also study-
ing from there. The girl was a stu-
dent studying in class 11th at GGI
Inter College, Katra. Like every
day, Sakshi Yadav had left home
after telling her uncle that she was
going to school. But when it was
time to come home, she did not
reach home. As the afternoon pro-
gressed to evening and it was 4
o'clock in the evening, but she did
not reach home, so everyone start-
ed worrying and started searching
for the girl. Even after a lot of
efforts, nothing could be found.
The girl lived with her uncle
Shyam Lal Army in Havildar

Quarter No. T-3/02 Stanging Camp
New Katra Prayagraj. After a lot of
investigation, if no trace could be
found, then on November 11, on
the complaint of father Gyanendra,
the daughter was registered missing
in the police station Cantt. In which
the investigation continued by the
police. On November 11, the girl's
school bag was found near
Katiyahi in Soraon police station
area. When news of this was
received, the investigation
increased further. While investigat-
ing, the body has been sent for
post-mortem. The police is continu-

ously investigating all the issues
like how the murder took place,
who etc.The girl had gone to
school from her uncle's quarter; her
body was found buried in the
ground.On Saturday morning, the
villagers killed a girl in the garden
near village Lakharava village of
Tharvai police station area and
showed her a dead body buried in
the ground. Only his hands were
slightly visible and his scarf was
also found. When the police got
information about this at around
8.30 in the morning, police station
Tharwai including police station
Sarai Nayat, Phaphamau's force
and ACP Tharwai Chandrapal
Singh, forensic and SOG team
reached the spot and were busy in
the investigation. Within no time,
DCP Ganganagar Kuldeep Singh
Gunawat, ADCP Pushkar Verma
also reached the spot and were
busy investigating the case from
every angle. ACP Tharvai said that
prima facie there seems to be
injury marks on the head on the
body. And also told that joint teams
of police are engaged in investiga-
tion. 
The girl was identified as Sakshi
Yadav: The girl was a minor
Sakshi was a resident of village
Bankat Sorhava under Soraon, and
lived with everyone in the quarters
of her uncle, who was a Havildar in
the Shyam Lal Army. When the
girl, who was a student of class XI,
was inquired in the school, she was
told that she had not come to
school today. 

Body found in garden near

Lakharwa village identified: Used to

study while staying at uncle's place

Free artificial hand distribution
camp completed by Rotary Club
Midtown and Inali Foundation

Big game of Hawala gang exposed, accused 

absconding, raids intensified from village to village?

Press Day: The changing nature of media

is the fourth pillar of democracy
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Prayagraj Dev Sports Cricket Ground
Prayagraj is constantly in the headlines
at this time. The reason for this is that
the promising trainee Karthik Yadav
was recently selected in the 23rd CK
Nayudu Trophy after the Uttar Pradesh
T20 League matches. Karthik Yadav
took 10 wickets against Himachal
Pradesh in the first match of the 23rd
CK Nayudu Trophy, 8 wickets against
Karnataka in the second match, and
managed to take 11 wickets against
Railways in the third match. Thus,
Karthik Yadav managed to take a total
of 29 wickets in the 23rd CK Nayudu
Trophy. In view of this brilliant and
tremendous performance, today once
again the value of Dev Sports Cricket
Ground has been increased by getting
selected in the Ranji Trophy. Karthik
Yadav's coach Ramchandra Prajapati
sent best wishes to Karthik Yadav on
this achievement. Coach Ramchandra
Prajapati ji said that even though
Karthik Yadav was born in Ghazipur,

his education started from
Shantipuram in Prayagraj. His father
Suresh Kumar Yadav who is working
in CRPF Mother Sarita Yadav
Karthik's elder brother MBBS Doctor
Bowling Left Arm Spin Batting Left
Hand Karthik Yadav's Achievements
Fatehpur Hostel 2018 Under-19 Binu
Mankad Trophy, 2022-23 and Under-
19 Cooch Behar Trophy, 2022-23
Syed Mushtaq Ali Cup, 2023 Air
India, 2024 FCI, 2025 Net Bowler
India vs Bangladesh, Test Match Uttar
Pradesh Premium First Year, 2023
Kanpur Superstar, 2024 Noida King,
2025 Kashi Rudraksh, this season's
best performance, Best Bowler
Economy Award, Best Catch Award
etc. He told the players of Dev Sports
Cricket Club about their achievements
and wished them a bright future. Due
to the selection of Karthik Yadav in
Ranji Trophy, there is a wave of enthu-
siasm among his initial coach Shri
Ramchandra Prajapati and players of
Dev Sports Cricket Club. May the per-
formance continue like this. 

Sarojini Nagar pride-198 Tara

Shakti Centers open a new chapter

After UP T20, 23rd CK Nayudu

got selected in Ranji team due

to his tremendous performance

The girl had left the house on November 10: Police engaged in
investigation, The student was of class eleventh: The student was

studying in Government Girls Inter College, Katra

Kundhiara Police empty handed, Foreign funding of Rs 40-45 lakh per account

Press Day is not just a celebration of journalists but a celebration of democracy - Tanu Kushwaha

Tanu Kushwaha
Prayag PG College

Hetapatti
PrayagrajStudent -

Bachelor of Legislative
Law]
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With poll dates announced in
Bihar, election fever has
gripped the state once again.
As the political landscape
heats up, one question domi-
nates conversations across
eashops and television

debates alike: is Nitish Kumar
still the X-factor that deter-
mines electoral outcomes in
Bihar? The answer, it appears,
s far more complex than a

simple yes or no.
A Kingmaker's Legacy
Nitish Kumar's political career
presents an impressive track
ecord that few can match.

Whichever party he has allied

with has tasted victory in
Bihar - the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) in 2005 and 2019,
the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
in 2015, and the BJP again in
2020. This remarkable streak
has earned him the reputation
of being Bihar's ultimate king-
maker, who has donned the
hat of King for almost 20 years
- a leader whose support can
swing the entire electoral
arithmetic in favour of his cho-
sen partner. His political
strength rests on a carefully
cultivated vote bloc compris-
ing Kurmi-Koeri communities
(7%), Hindu Extremely

Backward Classes (EBCs, at
26%) Mahadalits, and
Womenfolk. These con-
stituencies have remained
largely loyal to him through
various political upheavals,
drawn by his relatively clean
image and development-
focused governance. 
Development Agenda
Nitish Kumar's governance
model has been distinctly wel-
fare-oriented, particularly
focusing on women's empow-
erment and marginalised
communities. His flagship
schemes like Jeevika Didi,
cycle distribution for school

girls, and the controversial
prohibition policy have
become defining features of
his political legacy.  He intro-
duced 20% reservation for
EBCs in local bodies and
pushed women's representa-
tion in panchayats to 50% -
moves that significantly
expanded political participa-
tion among previously under-
represented groups. In what is
termed his last innings, Nitish
has opened the budget purse
wide, launching a slew of
schemes targeting women,
youth, senior citizens, farm-
ers, and laborers.

he Acting Foreign Minister of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan, Amir Khan Muttaqi,
will be traveling to New Delhi between October
9-16, after having received a waiver from the
UNSC sanctions committee. His previous bid to
secure the waiver back in September was not
successful. During his visit, he is expected to
meet the External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar
and will arrive in New Delhi after having par-
ticipated in the Moscow Format Dialogue in
Russia. The impending visit has raised - and
might answer - important questions about how
India's relationship with the Taliban-led regime
has evolved in the past four years. While there
is an acknowledgement of the inevitability of
engaging with the Taliban because of  strategic
and security considerations, concerns about
what form this engagement would take and
whether India can secure its interests for real,
persist. 
India's Reaction In 2021
When the Taliban usurped power in August
2021 and anointed themselves at the helm in
Afghanistan, India's response to the develop-
ments was simultaneously knee-jerk and grad-
ual. As the fighting intensified, India did not
take much time to shut down its consulates and
close its embassy. It was also quick in revoking
visas and arranging the evacuation of Indian cit-
izens from the country. But there was still a
degree of dilly-dallying on how it intended to
engage with the regime. A few weeks after the
group's return, the Indian ambassador in Qatar
met the head of the political office of the
Taliban in Doha in order to seek assurances
about protecting India's security and interests in
the country. Subsequently, after a visit by the
then Joint Secretary of the Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Iran division in the Ministry of
External Affairs to Kabul in June 2022, New
Delhi operationalised a technical mission in the
country to facilitate and monitor the delivery of
aid.  This ad hoc, reluctant engagement has now
metastasised into a tacit acceptance of the
inevitability of grappling with the reality of the
Taliban.
The Dubai Meeting
At the beginning of this year, the Indian Foreign
Secretary met Muttaqi in Dubai - the first high-
level engagement between the two sides. The
meeting saw a discussion over a broad spectrum
of issues between the two countries - from
humanitarian and development assistance to the
importance of the Chabahar port for the purpos-
es of trade and delivery of aid. The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs under the Taliban defined India
as a key 'economic and regional player' in their
statement. After the terrorist attack in Pahalgam
in April, a delegation led by India's Joint
Secretary in the PAI division also met Muttaqi.
This was followed by a telephonic conversation
between the Indian External Affairs Minister
and Muttaqi, where India expressed gratitude
for the Taliban's condemnation of the attacks in
Pahalgam.  The January meeting between Misri
and Muttaqi came in the backdrop of Pakistan's
air-strikes in Afghanistan the previous month
and New Delhi's condemnation of the same,
while the April meeting and the consequent call
happened in the context of the Pahalgam terror
attack and India's retaliatory strikes on Pakistan
under Operation Sindoor. The Taliban had
condemned the attack and spoken
against how it had an adverse
impact on regional peace and
stability. The deterioration of
ties between Pakistan and
Afghanistan has consequently
given India more space to engage with the
Taliban.  

The latest Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
Bihar's electoral roll has
concluded with a signifi-
cant reduction of 51 lakh
voters, amounting to a 6%
drop from the rolls as of
May 2025. In comparison,
the previous SIR conducted
between 2002 and 2003 led
to a sharper 14% reduction
in eligible voters.
However, that exercise was
spread over a longer period
and occurred between two
elections, not immediately
before one. As a result, the
revelation that more than
one in ten voters were
either ineligible or non-
existent did not spark the
kind of debate we're wit-
nessing today. A detailed
analysis of the electoral
impact of both revisions
offers a trove of insights
into why this current exer-
cise could significantly
shape the upcoming elec-
tion outcome.
Historical Benchmarks
and Electoral Shifts
Working on an analysis
that benchmarks all elec-
tions since the 2000 Bihar
Assembly election tracks
the reduction in voter num-
bers, turnout trends, and
electoral outcomes. The
first election after the
2002-03 revision was held
in February 2005. The
voter count had dropped

from approximately 6 crore
to 5.26 crore. The result
was a hung assembly, with
the UPA led by Lalu Prasad
Yadav struggling to retain
power. By October 2005,
the voter count further
declined to 5.13 crore
under the vigilant oversight
of Election Commissioner
KJ Rao. This election
delivered a clear majority
to the NDA, which won
143 of the 243 seats.
Interestingly, as long as the
absolute number of voters
remained below the pre-
SIR benchmark of 2000,
the NDA maintained its
dominance. The 2010 elec-
tion was a landslide for the
NDA. While many contex-
tual factors influenced
these outcomes, the corre-
lation with voter count
benchmarks is hard to
ignore. However, as voter
numbers began inching

back toward the 2000 lev-
els, the NDA's grip weak-
ened. In 2015, they lost. In
2020, they scraped through
with a razor-thin margin-
just 0.03% of the vote.
While factors like the LJP's
role and Nitish Kumar's
shifting alliances were crit-
ical, one unmistakable pat-
tern emerged: lower voter
counts tend to favour BJP-
led alliances. This seems to
be an implicit understand-
ing shared by both the BJP
and its rivals.
Why This SIR Matters
More
If the current SIR reduced
voters by 6%, that is less
than the 14% reduction of
the previous one, why does
it feel more consequential?

A microscopic look at the
2020 results reveals the
answer. The NDA won the
state by a margin of just

11,150 votes, narrower
than the margin in many
individual assembly seats.
Had just 12 seats swung the
other way, Bihar would
have had a different Chief
Minister.
In fact, only 6,292 voters
across those 12 seats need-
ed to vote differently to
change the outcome. That's
what makes this SIR so
pivotal. Even a few hun-
dred ineligible or non-exis-
tent voters could tip the
balance in multiple con-
stituencies. The average
margin across the state was
16,832 votes, or roughly
10%. Yet the distribution of
support for both the ruling
party and the opposition
was so evenly spread that
small shifts could have led
to dramatically different
results.
The Jan Suraj Factor and
Caste Dynamics
Adding to the complexity
is the emergence of
Prashant Kishor's Jan Suraj
Party, which is expected to
cut across caste lines and
appeal to a broad voter
base. 

This new entrant could
disrupt traditional voting
patterns and further frag-
ment the vote. A parallel
can be drawn with
Maharashtra's 2024 Lok
Sabha election, where the
NDA and the Congress-led

alliance were separated by
just 0.5% in vote share.
Despite the narrow margin,
the NDA suffered a deci-
sive defeat. However, the
NDA's women-centric wel-
fare schemes, especially
the Ladli Bahin initiative,
helped them break caste
barriers and reach deeper
into the electorate than
ever before. This experi-
ence has likely informed
the NDA's strategy in
Bihar, where they hope to
replicate that success and
appeal beyond traditional
caste lines, much like Jan
Suraj aims to do.
A New Political
Landscape
A serious attempt to trian-
gulate Bihar's politics, long
after the CPI(ML) and Left
Front ceased to be major
players. The rise of
younger leaders in RJD and
Jan Suraj, while the BJP
banks on a coalition of
EBC (Extremely Backward
Class) leaders. rgest pre-
election outreach to women
voters in Bihar's history.
It's a heady mix-new play-
ers, shifting alliances, and
a finely balanced elec-
torate. Many years ago, a
state tourism department
used the tagline "Full of
Surprises." Today, that
phrase perfectly captures
the mood of Bihar's 2025
election. 

A most unwanted event
occurred on the crown
of India's map last
month. This opinion
piece is a cry to all,
who mean well by
India, to bury the
hatchet that has
brought turmoil to the
most peace-loving but
hardy group of people,
and to one of the most
serene real estate that
India possesses - Leh,
where one cannot
move a step without
being greeted by
absolute strangers with
their lyrical greeting -
‘Juley'. One day in
August 1978, I, a
young Flying Officer,
took ‘lift' in an An-12
from Chandigarh to
Leh for a month-long
Chetak helicopter
detachment. That
began an association
with that remote fron-
tier through many fly-
ing detachments for
the next four years,
then in the mid-‘90s
for two-and-a-half
years as a
Commanding Officer,
followed by many
short visits in the next
two decades. Leh grew
on me, as it has on
almost all Indian Army
and Air Force person-
nel who has had the
privilege of being sta-
tioned in the Ladakh
sector. Can I apportion
my feelings on many,
if not most of the thou-
sands of uniformed
men and women who
have been stationed
there? I think I can,
judging from the out-

pouring of bewilder-
ment, grief and angst
in social media by vet-
erans after the violent
happenings on
September 24, when a
protest turned violent
and four Ladakhis
were killed in police
firing. The Ladakhis
are simple folks who
go about working in
the limited summer
months to stock up on
money, food and live-
stock for the bitterly
cold winters when tem-
peratures drop to
minus 30 degrees and
below. The harsh and
punishing environment
has made them rugged
and tough to endure
hardships that are diffi-
cult for others to even
imagine. They are lit-
erally the backbone of
the security forces, too,
up in those dizzy envi-
rons. Pick up the photo
of May 24, 1948, when
Air Cmde ‘Baba'
Mehar Singh landed
his Dakota on the
makeshift kutcha run-
way and opened up
Leh for the Army to
move in and throw
back Pakistani raiders;
what one would see are
village folks who had

constructed the run-
way, crowding around
the Dakota aircraft. Or,
pictures of the making
of airfields at Chushul,
Fukche and Thoise,
which show the locals
toiling on their
haunches to level the
ground with hands,
shovels and hand-
pulled rollers. In the
‘70s and ‘80s, we
would swoop low in
our helicopter upon
spotting an Army
patrol moving on foot
along the Shyok river
valley to reach Daulat
Beg Oldie (DBO) and
Track Junction posts
on the China border;
on waving to the
Ladakhis who manned
these mule convoys -
sometimes Yaks, too -
they would cheerfully
respond. It took us 90
minutes of flying to
reach DBO from Leh -
they, however, endured
around two weeks of
march. And the wars.
There is not one con-
flict in independent
India that has not seen
the Ladakhis give their
life for the nation. Take
Colonel Chewang
Rinchen (twice award-
ed Maha Vir Chakra.

Among the longest hit-
ters, at 25 years of age,
this girl has been wow-
ing golfing fans across
the world. Her straight
hits cover much ground,
leaving onlookers
agape. For world no. 41,
Aditi Ashok, who has
had a spectacular run in
the 2023 LET, opens
with a much-cherished
win on European soil,
winning the Ladies
Open 2023 season-end-
ing tournament at the
Andalucia Costa Del Sol
Open (Spain). It’s total
surrender to the game:
she won her fourth
Ladies European Tour
title at the Kenya Ladies
Open, came third in
Morocco, and was run-
ner-up in Saudi Arabia
(2023).
Scratch the calm
demeanour, and there
is a girl with a plan who
wants to hit straighter
and longer. Golf con-
sumes her. She recently

reconnected with her
childhood coach,
Gaurav Diwan, and is
“working on my swing
speed and distance”.
From those early years,
she turned pro in 2016
and was also rookie of
the year, and Ashok is
the first Indian female
golfer to enter the top
50 world ranking.
On a journey that began
at age five, she accom-
panied her father,
Ashok Gudlamani, onto
the Karnataka Golf
Course in Bangalore.
One swing and another,
and soon she was
hooked. Over the years,
her resolve, passion,
and stoic stance have
seen her climb deftly
along the ranks of
ladies’ golf. Putting, she
believes, is her strength,
and often birdie-ing to
perfection, the ramrod
straight serious girl with
her lips pursed in con-
centration has beaten

men, trumped tourna-
ments, and is eyeing
2024 as the greens
promise victories ahoy.
“Finishing in the top 5 in
Spain has been hearten-
ing after the work I have
put in. It has been com-
pletely different when
compared to where I
was in 2022. Then, I was
ranked 99 at the LPG.
So, the first win (in
Kenya) got the ball
rolling,” smiles Aditi.
A miss at the 2020
Olympics (she came
fourth), a silver at the
Asian Games 2023, she
dug deep after an off-
kilter season. Having
crossed the finish line
with wins, she feels fail-
ure teaches, victories
not so much. “In
August, I took a month
or two off to prepare for
the Asian Games. Even
though it had no rank-
ing points and had
nothing to do with my
LPGA.

Happy to see Indian girls coming up in

golf,’ says India’s first ever female golfer

Why The Taliban

Foreign Minister Is

Really Visiting India

Nitish Kumar Is Still The 'X' Factor In

Bihar - And NDA Knows It

Analysis - Bihar 2025: The Poll That
Could Turn On 6,300 Votes

Ladakh Needs A Healing

Hand, Not Divisive Politics

- An IAF Officer's Plea
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MCD to set up 1,000 dog feed-
ing spots across Delhi localities

Delhi: According to Satya Sharma, who also
heads the dog sub-committee meetings, the
standing committee chairperson, the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) has ordered all zonal
deputy commissioners to begin designating feed-
ing spots for stray dogs across Delhi. There will be
around 1,000 spots set aside in the first run. We
will designate three or four feeding areas in each
ward. Depending on the area, we will have any-
thing from 500 to 1,000 feeding sites spread out
over 250 wards. "Sanitation inspectors, RWAs,
and councillors will all be involved," Sharma
announced. These feeding stations will not be sit-
uated in more populated areas, according to
Sharma. This includes places like marketplaces
and intersections. "It would be wise to locate
these points away from houses," she empha-
sized. This follows the Supreme Court's modifica-
tion of its order pertaining to stray dogs, which
prohibited public feeding of dogs except at spe-
cific locations, authorized the release of vaccinat-
ed and sterilised non-aggressive canines, and so
on.

Delhi: Nearly 72%
of eligible students
have opted to con-
tinue with the
fourth year of
Delhi University's
F o u r - Y e a r
U n d e r g r a d u a t e
Programme (FYUP)
under NEP 2020,
according to Vice
Chancellor Yogesh
Singh. Up to the
start of the new
academic session
on August 1, the
university has
allowed students
to choose not to
complete the
fourth year. Out of
more than 72,000
pupils, 20,221 have
chosen not to con-
tinue, leaving more
than 50,000. The
fact that students
are willing to opt
out of the third

year demonstrates
their value, which
is quite encourag-
ing, Singh told the
media. All institu-
tions affiliated with
Delhi University
will begin the
fourth year on
August 1. As part
of the National
Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, the
FYUP provides sev-
eral ways out: a
certificate after the
first year, a diplo-
ma.

Delhi: The government of
Delhi has reached out to cor-
porations in an effort to clean
up the Yamuna River, level
trash dumps, and reduce air
pollution, among other envi-
ronmental 
issues. Attendees at the
"Revival of Yamuna and Delhi,
A CSR Dialogue" event at Raj
Niwas included VK Saxena, the
lieutenant governor, Rekha
Gupta, the chief minister, and
Pravesh ma, the minister of
water. Had conversations with
top executives, government
officials, and trade group rep-
resentatives.Delhi Jal Board
senior officials laid out a plan
for how corporate social
responsibility funds could be
used.According to Gupta,
businesses can help with
sewage treatment by
installing drains and tiny STPs

along the banks, as well as by
contributing technological
solutions. She proposed
establishing a corpus fund as
part of CSR. She went on to
say that DJB will be the one to
supply the list of projects eligi-
ble to receive the funding. The
environmental problems in
Delhi can only be solved if the
government, businesses, and

citizens all pull together, and
maintaining the Yamuna's
purity is one of my govern-
ment's top priorities.

The LG stated that the con-
tamination of rivers, garbage
mounds, and air had brought
"international disrepute" to
the city and were issues that
the new government had
inherited.   

Govt to involve corporates to clean up the river

Delhi: With an inven-
tive proposal to have
them handled by
evening courts starting,
traffic challans—of
which a backlog of
more than two crore
has accumulated in the
district courts—may
now be more easily
resolved.

The courts will
meet on all working
days from 5-7 PM in all
district courts under
the name Evening
Courts for Traffic
Challans (ECTC).
Beginning on
December 20, 11 night-
time courts in Saket,
Rohini, Dwarka, 
Karkardooma, Tis

Hazari, and Patiala
House will work to
resolve 2,200 cases per
day. With the exception
of those marked as
"contested challan,"
"sent to digital court
challan," and "cog-
nizance declined chal-
lan," all traffic challans

displayed on the Delhi
traffic police webpage
that are pending on or
before Decemberwill
be handled. 
Direct downloads of
the challan slips are
available https://traf-
fic.delhipolice.gov.in/e
vecourtddc.

Delhi: Various devel-
opment projects in the
city of Delhi were
funded by the govern-
ment and allocated to
civic organizations. The
sum total was Rs 820
crore for the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi,
Rs 8 crore for the
NDMC, and Rs 5.5
crore for the
Cantonment Board.
Biomining operations
at three Delhi garbage
sites were sanctioned
with Rs 50.8 crore as
part of the first tranche
of the basic tax assign-
ment for the fiscal year
2025-26. The rapid bio-
mining at these places
and the subsequent
decrease in rubbish
mounds will be made
possible by this
amount, according to
MCD. The dump sites
in Okhla, Bhalswa, and
Ghazipur each
received releases of Rs
20.3 crore, Rs 20.8
crore, and Rs 9.7 crore,
respectively. The Delhi
government is dedicat-
ed to promptly paying
its fair part to local
bodies, according to
chief minister Rekha
Gupta. "Local bodies
play a key role in that
journey to transform

Delhi into a modern
and developed capi-
tal," she said.
Considering this, our

government disbursed
the initial funding of
820 crore rupees.
to the MCD, 8 crore

Citywide development projects

to receive about Rs 800 crore 
Delhi : Delhi govern-
ment has decided to
extend the deadline for
its Electric Vehicle (EV)
Policy by four months,
bringing it to November
15. This decision was
made since a draft of the
policy is currently being
reviewed and is awaiting
clearance. According to
Pankaj Singh, the minis-
ter of transport, the doc-
ument is currently
undergoing revisions
and will likely be final-
ized in at least four
months. For the time
being, we have pro-
longed the present poli-
cy until November 15
and may do so again if
needed, he stated. In
order to make sure that
everyone may enjoy a

cleaner, more sustain-
able transportation sys-
tem, we are talking to
professionals and look-
ing into all possible pos-
sibilities. An increase in
EV registrations and a
general uptick in interest
have been observed
recently. The present
electric vehicle policy
has been extended mul-
tiple times since its

inception in 2020 and its
expiration in August
2023. At present, e-rick-
shaws and e-carts can
receive a 25% purchase
incentive up to 5,500.
, two-wheelers can
receive 5,000 per kWh
of battery capacity up to
30,000, and e-cycles can
receive 30,000.
Additionally, 30,000 can
be subtracted from the

Delhi : NDMC approved
16 major proposals
aimed at improving civic
infrastructure, enhanc-
ing public services and
promoting citizen wel-
fare. Among the key ini-
tiatives that received
the nod was a 'night
food bazar' at
Connaught Place and
India Gate. The project

will see 50-60 food
trucks operating daily
between 10.30pm and
1am, offering a wide
range of food and
enriching the night-time
experience for locals
and tourists. The con-
cept was proposed by
Delhi minister and
NDMC ex officio mem-
ber Parvesh Verma. He

said the project will be
developed along the
lines of successful night
markets in other parts of
India. 
"Indore's Sarafa Bazaar,
a jewellery market by
day, transforms into a
night street food mar-
ket, serving a wide vari-
ety of local delicacies
late into the night.

Returning fourth-year students

at 72% under NEP 2020's FYUP

11 Spl Courts Will Handle 

2,000 Cases Every Day

NDMC approves night food bazar at

Connaught Place & India Gate

Delhi has extended its electric

vehicle policy 

Delhi: Chief minister
Rekha Gupta said that
the maintenance of a
20-kilometer section of
the Munak Canal,
which runs from
Bawana to Inderlok,
will now be handled by
the Delhi government
instead of Haryana.
This move is part of an
effort to strengthen
control over the canal,
which is an important
water lifeline for Delhi,
and to address growing
safety concerns. Two
days prior to this deci-
sion,two boys, Aniket,
nine years old, and
Krishna, thirteen years
old, drowned in the

canal. This tragedy
renewed previous wor-
ries about safety along
the waterway and
sparked requests for
more preventative

measures. Built
between 2003 and
2012 as a section of the
Western Yamuna Canal
system, the 102-km
Munak Canal provides an essential lifeline for Delhi.   

Delhi : The Delhi gov-
ernment will provide
free electricity up to
1,200 units to
Ramleela and Durga
Puja committees and
meters for the same
will be installed on just
25% security deposit,
Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta said. 

Moreover, to ease
administrative hur-
dles, the government
will issue no-objec-
tionable certificates
(NOC) for various serv-
ices through a single-
window system, elimi-
nating the need for

these organising com-
mittees to approach
multiple departments,
the CM said. 
Gupta added that pub-
lic amenities such as
toilets, security
arrangements, health-
care services, ambu-
lances and fire
brigades will also be
ensured at the venues
of Ramleela and Durga
Puja. She made the
announcements after
meeting representa-
tives of Ramleela and
Durga Puja commit-
tees at the Delhi
Secretariat. 

Free electricity up to 1,200 units for

Ramleela and Durga Puja committees

A 20-kilometer section of the Munak Canal
will be maintained by the Delhi government

Delhi: There has been a
request for improved partic-
ipation to aid progress in
Delhi's Municipal
Corporation, as councillor
attendance at newly consti-
tuted committees is mini-
mal.After almost two years
of political uncertainty, the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) has finally

formed many committees.

However, authorities are
now reporting that they are
facing a new challenge: an
alarming number of council-
lors are failing to attend
meetings. Parwesh Wahi,
the head of the house,
wrote to all of the municipal
councillors on Monday, urg-
ing them to "ensure their
presence on scheduled

times" and to "understand
the importance of the meet-
ings." Oversight of topics
such as public health, educa-
tion, sanitation, horticul-
ture, licensing, and discipli-
nary proceedings are super-
vised by around twenty
statutory, ad hoc, and spe-
cial committees within the
company.

Delhi: The mayor of
Delhi has given the MCD
the green light to ask
agencies to participate
in the Phase-III bio-
remediation of trash at
the Ghazipur, Bhalswa,
and Okhla landfills.In
order to finalize the rate
and agency, a proposal
will be presented to the
standing committee. We
anticipate that construc-
tion will begin shortly,
and the method to grant
anticipatory approval
has been implemented.

Delhi: In an effort to make

the city of Delhi a better

place to shop, the govern-

ment has implemented a

new excise policy with the

goal of bringing in liquor

outlets that are cleaner

and better kept. There has

been talk of moving liquor

stores away from residen-

tial areas with a high con-

centration of people.

Prices in Delhi should be

comparable to those in

nearby states, according

to the government. Key

structural adjustments are

being explored, according

to government officials,

while the policy is still

being developed. A high-

level committee led by

PWD minister Parvesh

Verma talked with repre-

sentatives from the alco-

hol business for the first

time. 

Members of the group

Delhi govt drafts new liquor poli-

cy: Outlets may exit residential

areas; price parity with neigh-

MCD gets nod to

invite agencies for

Phase-III biomining

at Delhi landfills

Delhi: For unlawfully using
groundwater without pay-
ing for it, 441 Paharganj
hotels and guesthouses
have been fined Rs 1 lakh
apiece by the Delhi
Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC). By
August, out of the total,
these establishments had
yielded 4.28 crore rupees.
According to the chief sec-
retary's statement before
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT), 555 hotels and
guesthouses had their
groundwater use rates cal-
culated by the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) from 2014 to
2015. 

Paharganj hotels fined by

DPCC for unlawful

groundwater extraction

MCD committees fail to show up for meetings, prompting BJP leader to submit an appeal
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Meta releases standalone
AI app to challenge

ChatGPT
Delhi: competing with ChatGPT creator OpenAI

with a standalone AI app. Meta said  that its

new AI assistant will use Llama AI. The Discover

stream shows how others are using the tool

and provides prompts. The AI arms race pits

Meta's new software against ChatGPT and

other AI plat-

forms. Claude,

Grok, and

Gemini from

Anthropic, xAI,

and Google are

also leading

contenders. In

S e p t e m b e r

2023, Meta debuted an AI chatbot as a genera-

tive AI-powered digital assistant that can

respond to user questions and produce graph-

ics in its apps. Meta AI became prominent in

April when it replaced Facebook, Instagram,

WhatsApp, and Messenger's search feature

with a chatbot. Zuckerberg claimed in January

that 2025 “is going to be the year when a high-

ly intelligent and personalized AI assistant

reaches more than 1 billion people, and I

expect Meta AI to be that leading AI assistant.”

Meta finance head Susan Li said Meta AI has

700 million monthly active users in January. It

rose from 600 million in December. Meta

launched a standalone AI app after Google and

Elon Musk's xAI. Both firms released Gemini

and Grok applications recently.   

Delhi : ATM users in India
will incur revised transac-
tion rates starting May 1,
2025, under the RBI's
amended fee regime. The
revisions aim to simplify
ATM usage charges and
promote digital banking for
both financial and non-
financial activities. Under
the new guidelines, metro
consumers will get three
free ATM transactions each
month and non-metro cus-
tomers five.  Free transac-
tions include cash with-
drawals and balance
checks. 
After this limit, banks can

charge Rs 23 per transac-
tion, excluding taxes. This
applies to ATM and CRM
transactions, although CRM

cash deposits are free.
Many big banks have
revised their client policies:
HDFC said, "With effect
from 1st May 2025, the
ATM transaction charge
rate beyond free limits will
be revised from Rs 21 +
taxes to Rs 23 + taxes."

Bank emphasized that only
cash withdrawals at HDFC
Bank ATMs exceeding the
free limit will be charged,
while non-financial transac-
tions are free.  Other banks'
ATMs count both sorts of
transactions toward the
free limit. 

ATM withdrawals cost more: All about the new fees

Delhi: 
Prudential and HCL
Group promoters
announced a separate
health insurance joint
venture. Prudential
Group Holdings,
Prudential's UK affili-
ate, would own 70% of
the joint venture, while
HCL Group promoter
Vama Sundari
Investments will own
30%. HCL founder Shiv
Nadar gave his daugh-
ter Roshni Nadar
Malhotra large shares
in Vama Sundari
Investments, giving her
power. 
Prudential had its first
branch in Kolkata in

1923, making India a
critical market, accord-
ing to CEO Anil
Wadhwani. "Today, we
have a significant pres-
ence with life insurance
and asset management
businesses providing a
comprehensive offer-
ing of insurance and
wealth products,"
Wadhwani. ICICI Bank
has partnered with
Prudential, a FTSE 100

company, for over two
decades in life insur-
ance and asset man-
agement. The
Prudential cooperation
intends to provide
quality health insur-
ance in India, according
to Vama executive
director Shikhar
Malhotra. "Through
this collaboration, we
aim to advance our
common mission to
enhance access to
quality health insur-
ance and drive greater
penetration across the
country," stated. If
approved by regula-
tors, Amar Joshi will
lead the joint venture. 

Delhi : Eternal Ltd.
(previously Zomato)
announced a 77%
drop in overall net
profit to Rs 39 crore
in Q4 FY25 from Rs
175 crore the year
before. Zomato,
which owns Blinkit,
lost 33% of its quar-
terly net profit to Rs
59 crore in October-
December. Overall
expenditures rose
67% to Rs 6,104 crore
from Rs 3,636 crore.
QoQ, costs rose over
10%. Food delivery
company consolidat-
ed income from oper-
ations rose 64% to Rs
5,833 crore from Rs
3,562 crore in the
January-March quar-
ter of the previous
financial year.
Zomato earned Rs
6,201 crore in the
quarter, up from Rs
3,797 the year
before. Its expenses
rose from Rs 3,636
crore to Rs 6,104
crore. Zomato shares
finished at Rs 232.5
on the BSE, up 0.58
percent. According to
its stock exchange fil-
ing, Blinkit opened
294 net new stores in
Q4 and is on track to
reach 2,000 by

December 25.
Deepinder Goyal,
Founder and CEO,
Eternal, said, “We
don't see any long-
term structural rea-
son for this slow-
down, as the funda-
mentals – low pene-
tration of restaurant
food and increasing
urbanisation and per
capita income in India
– remain unchanged.”
The company has sev-
eral promising initia-
tives in the pipeline
and hopes some will
work and lead to
higher growth with-
out compromising
profitability. The
company began
reporting NOV and
GOV for its B2C activ-
ities (food delivery,
rapid commerce, and
going-out) in Q4
FY25.

Zomato's Q4 net profit falls 

77% to Rs 39 crore

Delhi: A government
survey research esti-
mates private business
capital spending will
drop 25% to Rs 4.88
lakh crore in 2025-26
from Rs 6.56 lakh crore
in FY25. The Ministry of
Statistics & Programme
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n ' s
F o r w a r d - L o o k i n g
Survey on Private
Sector CAPEX
Investment Intentions
between November
2024 and January 2025
found that private cor-
porate capex was Rs
3.94 lakh crore in 2021-
22, Rs 5.72 lakh crore in
2022-23, and Rs 4.22
lakh crore in 2023-24.
To establish a fixed
panel, 2,172 firms pro-
vided complete infor-

mation for all five years
of the reference period.
The government said
the aggregated
(unweighted) capex
data from this panel of
firms is credible for
five-year capital expen-
diture trends. Over four
years from 2021-22 to
2024-25, aggregate
capex (unweighted)
increased 66.3%. Of the

3,064 responding com-
panies, 2,172 planned
2025-26 capex. The
data suggests respon-
dents are cautious
when revealing capital
spending plans. The
research advised cau-
tion when interpreting
2025-26 Capex data due
to the conservative
stance and fear of
responding firms.  

Delhi: According to
insiders, as part of the
intended bilateral trade
agreement (BTA), India
is expected to request
that the United States
relax export controls
and provide it with
access to vital tech-
nologies on par with
important American

allies such as Japan,
Australia, and the
United Kingdom.
Furthermore, they
mentioned that India
might be interested in
pursuing these kind of
concessions in the fol-
lowing industries: semi-
conductors, biotech-
nology, artificial intelli-

gence (AI), pharmaceu-
ticals, quantum com-
puting, and telecom
equipment. Textiles,
gems and jewelry,
leather goods, clothing,
plastics, chemicals,
shrimp, oil seeds,
chemicals, grapes, and
bananas are among the
labor-intensive sectors.

The government raises sugar-

cane FRP by 4.41% to Rs 355 per

quintal for 2025-26

Promoters of Prudential, HCL

to form health insurer

Possible goal of India-US trade deal:

equal access to technology

Private sector capex may fall 25% to

Rs 4.88 lakh cr in FY26: Govt survey

Delhi: Individuals and compa-
nies with income up to Rs 50
lakh must file ITR forms 1 and 4
for assessment year (AY) 2025-
26 with the income tax depart-
ment. Anyone with long-term
capital gains up to Rs 1.25 lakh
in a fiscal year can submit ITR-1.
Previously, they had to file ITR-

2. With the notification, individ-
uals, HUFs, corporations with
income up to Rs 50 lakh, and

those with business and profes-
sional incomes in 2024-25
(April-March) can file I-T
returns. ITR Form 1 (Sahaj) and
ITR Form 4 (Sugam) are easier
forms for many small and medi-
um taxpayers. Sahaj can be filed
by a resident with an annual
income of up to Rs 50 lakh from

salary, one residential property,
other sources (interest), and
agricultural income up to Rs
5,000. Individuals, Hindu
Undivided Families (HUFs), and
firms (other than LLPs) with
yearly income up to Rs 50 lakh
and business and profession
revenue can file sugam.

Delhi : Adani
Enterprises Ltd. (AEL),
the flagship firm of the
Adani Group, reported
strong financial results,
with net profit rising
7.5 times to Rs 3,845
crore in Q4 FY25 from
Rs 449 crore in FY24.
Adani Wilmar Ltd.'s
13.5% stake sale in Q4
gave AEL an outstand-
ing gain of Rs 3,946
crore. Revenue rose 2%
to Rs 1,00,365 crore
and consolidated PBT
rose 16% to Rs 6,533
crore in FY25.
Incubating firms' solid
operational perform-
ance drove EBITDA up

26% to Rs 16,722 crore
last fiscal, the company
said. Gautam Adani,
Chairman of Adani
Group, said Adani
Enterprises is establish-
ing firms that will shape
India's infrastructure
and energy sector. Our
scale, speed, and sus-
tainability drove our
strong FY25 success.
The billionaire industri-

alist said disciplined
execution, future-
focused investments,
operational excellence,
innovation, and sus-
tainability drove
impressive develop-
ment across our incu-
bation businesses.
Adani New Industries
Limited (ANIL) began
expanding solar cell
and module operations

for 6 GW in Q4 FY25
with financial
close.Improved realiza-
tion and operational
efficiency drove solar
module sales up 59% to
4,263 MW and greater

EBITDA margins. The
company reported that
ANIL wind business
expanded capacity to
2.25 GW in Q4 FY25
with 5.2 MW, 3.3 MW,
and 3.0 MW WTG.

Q4 Adani Enterprises net profit jumps 7.5x to

Rs 3,845 crore, incubating enterprises thrive

Delhi: The govern-
ment raised the fair
and remunerative
price (FRP) of sugar-
cane by 4.41 percent
to Rs 355 per quintal
for the 2025-26 sea-
son in October.

An official state-
ment said the
Cabinet Committee
on Economic Affairs
(CCEA) chaired by
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
made this decision
in the interest of
sugarcane farmers.
Sugarcane FRP is Rs
340 per quintal for
2024-25. 
Sugar mills must pay
sugarcane growers
FRP, the minimum
price set by the
Indian government.
I&B Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw told the
media after the
meeting that the
FRP of Rs 355 per
quintal for a 10.25%

basic recovery rate
was approved. "The
FRP for sugar season
2025-26 is 4.41 per
cent higher than
current sugar season
2024-25," says the
report. Farmers will
receive Rs 3.46 per
quintal for each
0.1% sugar recovery
increment above
10.25%. FRP
decreases by Rs 3.46
per quintal for every
0.1% recovery rate
decline. The govern-
ment also agreed

not to deduct sugar
mills with recovery
below 9.5%.

These farmers will
receive Rs 329.05
per cent for sugar-
cane in 2025-26. The
statement states
that sugarcane pro-
duction costs Rs 173
per quintal in
2025–26. The 2025-
26 FRP of Rs 355 per
quintal at 10.25%
recovery is 105.25%
higher than manu-
facturing cost.  

Delhi: A United Launch
Alliance Atlas V rocket
launched the payload into
Low Earth Orbit from Cape
Canaveral Space Force
Station.
Amazon claimed it had con-

tacted all 27 satellites by
morning and was activating
them “nominally.” Amazon
launched two test satellites in
2023, but this is its first full-
scale deployment. The corpo-
ration expects to launch over
3,200 satellites using ULA's
Atlas V and Vulcan rockets,
Blue Origin, and others.
Amazon thinks it needs 580
operating satellites to supply
internet connectivity. 

Amazon Launches

Project Kuiper Satellite

Internet Service

For 2025-26, I-T Department notifies ITR forms 1, 4

Delhi:
Commodity prices,

according to the World
Bank, could drop 12%
this year, with the oil
index possibly falling
17%, as a result of
slowing economic
development. "If
realised, these declines
will end a period of ele-

vated inflation-adjust-
ed commodity prices in
the aftermath of the
Covid-19 pandemic and
Russia's invasion of
Ukraine," recent com-
modities Markets
Outlook. Reports indi-
cate that supplies
might be higher this
year. 

WB: Oil prices might drop 17% and

commodity prices 12%

Delhi: The closing of
the Attrari-Wagah
border has hampered
the movement of dry
fruits from
Afghanistan to India,
which may raise
domestic prices by 10
to 25%. Afghanistan is
India's greatest dried
fruit supplier despite
war and civil
upheaval. Anil Mehra,
National President of
the Federation of
Grocery and Dry Fruit
C o m m e r c i a l
Association,, when
the Attari-Wagah bor-
der closed, no trucks
transporting dry fruits
from to Attari had
come. "50 trucks are
at the Pakistani
Wagah border.

Wagah closure

hurts Afghan dry

fruit imports



Monday, 17 November, 2025 
Akhand Bharat SandeshWORLD08


	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8

