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Fatehpur

Viraj Shastri, President of the Lal
Bahadur Shastri Memorial
Foundation, has actively stepped
into the field of social service. He is
the great-grandson of former Prime
Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri. He is
also the grandson of former Member
of Parliament and Union Minister
Harikrishna Shastri and the son of Vibhakar
Shastri.Speaking about his initiative, Viraj Shastri stated
that he has entered the field of Public service to fulfill
the vision of his late Grandfather Harikrishna Shastri.
He emphasized that the foundation aims to undertake
welfare- oriented activities across the country to Provide
relief and essential services to the Public. He has begun
his mission from Kusumbhi village in Haswa block of
Fatehpur district, where an RO Plant is being installed to
Provide clean drinking water to rural residents. The
foundation stone for the Project has already been laid.
According to Viraj Shastri, a free mega health camp will
be organized on March 21 and 22 in the Nagar Palika
Parishad area of Fatehpur. The camp will be held in
Jayaram Nagar (Collector Ganj Ward) on March 21 and
in Isain Purwa Ward on March 22. The camp will offer
general health check-ups along with specialized eye
examinations and treatment. Free medicines will be dis-
tributed to Patients and arrangements will also be made
for the distribution of spectacles in the near future. He
further stated that the foundation will also work in the
field of education. Plans are underway to meet the
District Magistrate and adopt government schools, with
the aim of implementing large-scale educational
improvements. Viraj Shastri added that the foundation
will extend support to journalists and their families, as
well as to outsourcing employees and their dependents
through such welfare initiatives. Carrying forward the
iconic slogan of his great-grandfather Lal Bahadur
Shastri, “Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan,” he has also embraced a
broader vision with the message “Jai Samaj.” He
acknowledged the support of his mother Jyoti Shastri
and father Vibhakar Shastri in this mission and appealed
to the youth to actively participate in social service
Initiatives.
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Prayagraj | On Thursday, an
Alumni Meet and Job Fair were
successfully organized by the
TRRAIN Trust—an organization
active in the fields of empower-
ment and livelihood missions for
persons with disabilities—at the
Saras Auditorium within the
Vikas Bhawan complex. The
event was graced by the presence
of the Chief Development Officer
of Prayagraj, Harshika Singh, as
the Chief Guest, while retired IAS
officer Dr. R.S. Verma attended as
the Guest of Honor. The program
commenced with the ceremonial
lighting of the lamp. The Chief
Guest was welcomed by Rumana
Parveen with the presentation of a
floral bouquet and was honored
with a memento presented by
Sagar Little, the Regional
Manager of the TRRAIN Trust.
Similarly, the Guest of Honor, Dr.

R.S. Verma, was welcomed by
Vipin Kumar Kushwaha with a
floral bouquet. Addressing the
gathering, Chief Development
Officer Harshika Singh highlight-
ed the importance of empowering
persons with disabilities, stating
that there is no substitute for hard
work and determination. She
emphasized that persons with dis-
abilities can scale the heights of
success in every sphere of life; all
that is required is proper guidance
and consistent effort. In his
address, Guest of Honor Dr. R.S.
Verma remarked that if persons
with disabilities can win Nobel

Prizes—and if individuals like
Arunima Sinha can conquer
Mount Everest—then nothing in
this world is impossible. During
the event, Assistant District
Panchayat Raj Officer Brijesh
Maurya, Secretary of the Crime
Prevention Committee and Jail
Supervisor Santosh Kumar
Srivastava, Mohammad Furkan,
and TRRAIN Trust Regional
Manager Sagar Little—along
with Vipin Kumar Kushwaha—
also shared their thoughts and
offered guidance to the partici-
pants.Providing further details,
the Regional Manager of the

TRRAIN Trust explained that the
organization offers a 45-day free
residential training program to
young persons with disabilities
through its "Pankh Project."
Following the training, these
youths are provided with employ-
ment opportunities within the
retail sector, thereby enabling
them to become self-reliant.
Companies present on this occa-
sion included Amazon,
BigBasket, Blinkit, PSN Pvt. Ltd.,
and Cyfuture Pvt. Ltd.
Representatives from various cor-
porate sector companies were
present to conduct interviews for

job placement. At the conclusion
of the program, Mr. Ashok
Kumar Gautam, the District
Empowerment Officer for
Persons with Disabilities
(Divyangjan) in Prayagraj, dis-
tributed certificates and also pre-
sented a hearing aid to one of the
trainees. The program was
anchored by Sanjay Yadav, a sen-
ior research scholar at Allahabad
University, while the vote of
thanks was delivered by Vipin
Kumar Kushwaha. Detailed infor-
mation regarding the TRRAIN
Trust can be found at
www.trrain.org.

Noida

Noida: The Inauguration
of the Noida
International Airport is
proposed for March 28, a
move expected to accel-
erate industrial develop-
ment in the region.
Along with Passenger
flights, cargo services
from the airport will
enable faster and more
efficient transportation
of goods across the
globe.According to
Rakesh Kumar Singh,
CEO of the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial
Development Authority
(YEIDA), the airport
Proximity to the authori-
ty region makes it a safe
and convenient destina-
tion for investors from

around the world.He
stated that land is being
allocated to companies
in key sectors such as
the semiconductor Park,
automobile sector and
medical device Park.
Construction activities
have also Picked up Pace
to make these industries
operational at the earli-
est.Infrastructure in

Yamuna City is being
developed in line with
international standards,
helping create a robust
industrial ecosystem.
The launch of the airport
is expected to Position
the region as one of the
country leading 
industrial and investment
Hubs.
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Prayagraj. A meeting of
the Official Language
Implementation Committee
was held on Thursday at
the headquarters of the
Central Organization for
Railway Electrification
(CORE). The meeting was
presided over by General
Manager Ashok Kumar
Verma. During the session,
officials and employees
were encouraged to maxi-
mize the use of Hindi in
their official work.

The General Manager
stated that the Railway
Board has provided ade-
quate facilities and conces-
sions to promote the use of

Hindi. In light of this, all
officials and employees
should use Hindi in their
daily tasks without any
hesitation. He further
emphasized that 100%
compliance with provisions
related to the Official
Language must be ensured,
and that all work—includ-
ing operations on the 'e-
Office' platform—can be
seamlessly conducted in
Hindi.Earlier in the meet-
ing, Chief Official
Language Officer Dr.
Sanjay Singh Negi wel-
comed the officials present.
He noted that while steady
progress is being made in
the propagation and use of
Hindi within the organiza-

tion, sustained efforts are
essential to achieve the
stipulated targets. He fur-
ther reported that compli-
ance with Official
Language provisions is sat-
isfactory, and the use of
Hindi in original corre-
spondence is consistently
on the rise.Officials from
various departments of the
headquarters, along with
Official Language Liaison
Officers, were present at
the meeting. The proceed-
ings were anchored by
Deputy Chief Official
Language Officer Brijesh
Chaudhary, who also deliv-
ered the vote of thanks at
the conclusion of the pro-
gram. 

Official Language Committee Meeting

at Rail Electrification Organization;

Emphasis Placed on the Use of Hindi

Lucknow

Cyber fraudsters duped
five people of ?1.71 crore
through different modus
operandi, including fake
social media Profiles,
matrimonial traps and
fraudulent trading
Platforms. Police have
registered cases and initi-
ated an investigation. A
retired Major General,
Manoj Tiwari of Ashiana,
was cheated of 15.63 lakh
after being contacted on
Instagram by a woman
Posing as his New York-
based acquaintance. Later,
a caller Posing as an
immigration officer con-
vinced him to transfer
money in multiple trans-
actions on the Pretext of
Penalties. In another case,
Basic Education
Department teacher
Umesh Chandra Tyagi

from Jankipuram lost 49
lakh after being lured into
fake trading via a matri-
monial site by a woman
claiming to be a business
owner. He was shown
fake Profits and later
threatened with legal
action when he refused to
Pay more. An 80-year-old
resident, Atul Kumar
Gautam, was duped of
24.5 lakh through a
WhatsApp investment
scam, while Om Narayan
Srivastava of Indira Nagar
lost 7.11 lakh after being
Promised 5–30% returns
in block trading.
Similarly, Jyoti Bhushan
Singh was cheated of 75
lakh via a fake trading
app. Cyber thana inspec-
tor Brijesh Yadav said
that cases have been reg-
istered and 
efforts are on to trace the
Accused.

Barabanki

A Review meeting of
the Legislative
Council committee on
State Power arrange-
ment was held at the
Collectorate auditori-
um under the chair-
manship of Angad
Kumar Singh, where
officials were directed
to improve electricity
supply, check line
losses and ensure
availability of trans-
formers while taking
strict action against
power theft. Members
Anoop Gupta, Pawan
Singh Chauhan,
Manvendra Singh,
Umesh Dwivedi and
Er. Avneesh Singh
Patel attended the
meeting along with
District Magistrate
Shashank Tripathi,
Superintendent of
Police Arpit
Vijayvargiya, Chief
Development Officer
Anna Sudhan,

Additional District
Magistrate Nirankar
Singh, Chief Medical
Officer Dr. Avdhesh
Yadav, District
Development Officer
Bhushan Kumar,
Project Director
Rakesh Kumar and
Superintending
Engineer Rajbala,
among others. The
committee reviewed
31 Points, including
feeder-wise supply,
summer preparedness,
metered feeders, line
losses and vigilance
Plans. Directions
were issued for regu-

lar raids to curb elec-
tricity theft. Officials
were also instructed
to ensure shifting of
high-tension lines
Passing over schools,
Provide uninterrupted
supply in urban and
rural areas and expe-
dite Pending connec-
tions.    Emphasis was
laid on time-bound
and quality disposal
of Public complaints.
At the end of the
meeting, the District
Magistrate and
Superintendent of
Police Presented
mementos .
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Prayagraj. On Thursday—
the first day of Chaitra
Navratri—a massive crowd
of devotees surged into the
city's temples dedicated to
the Goddess. At the Alop
Shankari Devi Temple, situ-
ated near the Sangam area,
long queues for *darshan*
(holy viewing) began form-
ing early in the morning.
Devotees offered prayers to
Goddess Shailputri—the
first manifestation of the
Divine Mother—and sought
blessings for happiness and
prosperity.The temple gates
were opened during the
*Brahma Muhurat* (the
auspicious pre-dawn peri-
od). 
From as early as 4:00 AM,
the entire temple complex
reverberated with chants of
"Jai Mata Di!" In the
Alopibagh area, queues of
devotees stretching for sev-
eral kilometers could be
seen along the temple road.
Devotees were observed

patiently waiting for their
turn, holding offerings such
as coconuts, *chunaris*
(sacred scarves), and
*prasad* (holy food offer-
ings).A unique feature of
this temple is that it does
not house an idol of the
Goddess. According to leg-
end, during the fragmenta-
tion of Goddess Sati's body
parts, her right hand "van-

ished" (*alop*) at this very
spot. For this reason, a cra-
dle is worshipped here as a
symbolic representation of
the Divine Mother. On the
first day of Navratri, the
cradle was elaborately
adorned with flowers, jew-
elry, and aromatic sub-
stances. 
Devotees offered water into

the sacred pool (*kund*)

situated beneath the cradle
and prayed to the Goddess
for the fulfillment of their
wishes.According to local
beliefs, offering prayers at
this temple during Navratri
alleviates the sufferings of
devotees. This is the reason
why a large number of
devotees flock to this site
every year on this auspi-
cious occasion.In view of
the massive crowds, the
administration has imple-
mented comprehensive
security arrangements.
Barricades have been erect-
ed within the temple com-
plex and surrounding areas
to manage and organize the
queues. Along with the gen-
eral police force, female
police personnel have also
been deployed.Furthermore,
the entire area is being
monitored via CCTV cam-
eras. For the convenience of
the devotees, the Municipal
Corporation has also made
arrangements for drinking
water and mobile toilet
facilities.

Commencement of Navratri: Massive Crowds

Throng Alop Shankari Temple; Special

Adornment for Goddess Shailputri

Panel Cracks Down on
Power Irregularities

Mega Health Camp and

Social Initiatives Announced

by Viraj Shastri

Grand Job Fair and Alumni Meet Concluded in the

Presence of Chief Development Officer Harshika

Singh and Former IAS Officer Dr. R.S. Verma

Noida International Airport set for March
28 launch, to boost Industrial Growth

Cyber Frauds Swindle 1.71 Cr in lucknow

City Ex-Army officer, teacher, Elderly

among victims Police launch Probe
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Prayagraj. On Thursday, an
inter-departmental coordina-
tion committee meeting was
held at the Sangam
Auditorium, presided over by
the District Magistrate, to
review preparations for the
Special Communicable
Disease Control Campaign
(scheduled from April 1 to
April 30, 2026). Officials
from various departments,
including the Health
Department, participated in
the meeting, where strategies
for the campaign were dis-
cussed.During the meeting,
the District Magistrate
reviewed the data for October
2025, which was presented by
Dr. Alok, the SMO (Senior
Medical Officer) from the
World Health Organization
(WHO). He directed all
departments to ensure that, in
the upcoming campaign, the
performance of each depart-
ment exceeds the state aver-
age.Specifically issuing a
warning to the ICDS
(Integrated Child
Development Services)
Department, the District
Magistrate noted that during
the previous campaign, the

combined home visits con-
ducted by Anganwadi workers
and ASHA workers fell signif-
icantly below the state aver-
age—a matter of grave con-
cern. He made it clear that this
time, no negligence would be
tolerated at any level.The
CDPO (Child Development
Project Officer) of the ICDS
Department suggested organ-

izing joint training programs
for Anganwadi and ASHA
workers to foster better coor-
dination between the two
groups and to facilitate effec-
tive door-to-door work under
the 'Dastak' campaign.
Designating the Health
Department as the nodal
agency, the District Magistrate
directed that it be ensured that

performance across all indica-
tors remains superior to the
state average. To achieve this,
regular sensitization of ASHA
workers and improvements in
their field activities are essen-
tial. He further stated that the
performance of all depart-
ments would be evaluated
based on third-party monitor-
ing data.During the meeting,

the Municipal Corporation,
the Panchayati Raj
Department, and the Health
Department were directed to
complete all necessary pre-
ventive measures within 24
hours of receiving reports of
communicable disease cases,
particularly those involving
Scrub Typhus.  Instructions
were also issued to the Chief

Medical Officer to conduct
weekly review meetings to
ensure the successful execu-
tion of the campaign. The
meeting was attended by the
Chief Medical Officer, the
ADM (Finance), the District
Malaria Officer, nodal officers
from all relevant departments,
representatives from UNICEF,
and other concerned officials. 

Strict Measures Imposed for

Communicable Disease Control Campaign

Preparations; DM Issues Stern Directives
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Prayagraj. On Thursday,
Additional District
Magistrates (ADMs) con-
ducted surprise inspections to
assess the state of arrange-
ments at the city's major gov-
ernment hospitals. During
these visits, the facilities
available to patients, sanita-
tion standards, and medical
services were reviewed, and
necessary directives were
issued to the concerned offi-
cials.Additional District
Magistrate (Finance and
Revenue), Vinita Singh,
inspected the Swaroop Rani
Nehru Hospital. Here, the
elevator in the old building
was found to have exceeded
its operational lifespan, while
in the new building, the
absence of a dedicated eleva-
tor for TB patients was
flagged as a potential infec-
tion risk. The STP (Sewage
Treatment Plant) was found
non-functional due to the
lack of a mud pump. In the

laundry section, the automat-
ic pressing machine was
found to be out of order, and
several washing machines
were deemed unserviceable.
However, the general cleanli-
ness was found to be satis-
factory.Additional District
Magistrate (Administration),
Pooja Mishra, inspected the
Motilal Nehru Divisional
Hospital. Here, all doctors
were found to be present on
duty, and an adequate stock
of medicines was available.

However, a shortage of staff
nurses and pharmacists was
noted. Directives were issued
after the list of user charges
was found missing from the
registration counter.
Additional District
Magistrate (City), Satyam
Mishra, inspected the Tej
Bahadur Sapru Hospital. The
cleanliness within the hospi-
tal was found to be average,
though the condition of some
restrooms was unsatisfactory.
Upon finding filth and block-

ages in the drains, instruc-
tions were issued for imme-
diate cleaning. Instances of
unauthorized parking were
also observed within the hos-
pital premises.Meanwhile,
Additional District
Magistrate (Supply), Vijay
Sharma, inspected the
District Women's Hospital
(Dufferin). Here, the cleanli-
ness was found to be satis-
factory, and doctors were
present on duty. However, a
deficiency was noted regard-
ing the absence of specific
timings marked on the duty
roster. Instructions were
issued to take action regard-
ing the accumulation of filth
outside the hospital and a
suspicious car that had been
parked there for an extended
period.During the inspec-
tions, the officials empha-
sized that maintaining proper
arrangements within the hos-
pitals remains a top priority
and that strict action will be
taken against any form of
negligence.
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Prayagraj: Under the aegis

of the NCC Group

Headquarters, Prayagraj,

cadets are mastering the

intricacies of modern tech-

nology at a 12-day drone

training camp organized at

the Ram Dulari Bachchu

Lal Jaiswal PG College in

Nawabganj. On Thursday,

Group Commander

Brigadier Upendra Singh

Kandil inspected the camp

and reviewed the training

arrangements.Organized by

the 16 UP Battalion NCC,

this camp is being conduct-

ed from March 12 to March

23. Cadets from the Senior

Division and Senior Wing,

hailing from various NCC

Group Headquarters across

the state, are participating in

the event. The objective of

the camp is to familiarize

cadets with both the mili-

tary and civilian applica-

tions of drone

technology.During the train-

ing, cadets are receiving

hands-on instruction in

drone design, assembly, and

operation. Additionally, they

are being trained in the

practical exercise of build-

ing a drone within a limited

timeframe and successfully

conducting a test flight.

Detailed information

regarding safety protocols,

surveillance systems, and

the utility of drones in dis-

aster management is also

being imparted.During the

inspection, the cadets

demonstrated their drone-

flying skills, drawing com-

mendation from the Group

Commander. He empha-

sized that in the modern era,

knowledge of drone and

cyber technologies is indis-

pensable, and NCC cadets

must strive to become profi-

cient in these fields.The

camp is being conducted

under the leadership of

Camp Commandant Colonel

Nishant Bariyar and Deputy

Camp Commandant Colonel

Yogendra Chinwan. Colonel

Bariyar stated that drone

technology constitutes a

pivotal element of the future

military landscape, and

training in this domain will

provide a new direction to

the cadets'

capabilities.Officials

observe that through such

training, cadets are not only

becoming technically robust

but are also cultivating a

strong sense of discipline,

leadership acumen,

and the spirit of national

service. 

NCC Cadets Being Equipped with

Drone Technology; Group

Commander Inspects Training Camp

Reality of Hospital Arrangements

Assessed:ADM Conducts Surprise

Inspection; Several Deficiencies Found
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Lalgopalganj: In view of
Eid-ul-Fitr, the Nagar
Panchayat administration
has stepped up its prepara-
tions. On Thursday,
Mukhtar Ahmed, the repre-
sentative of the Nagar
Panchayat Chairman,
inspected various Eidgahs
within the town as well as
the routes leading to them,
taking stock of the
arrangements in
place.During the inspec-
tion, placing special

emphasis on sanitation, he
directed the staff to launch
a special cleanliness drive
on all routes leading to the
Eidgahs in anticipation of
the Eid prayers. 

He also issued instruc-
tions to have lime sprin-
kled and to ensure ade-
quate arrangements for
drinking water, so that
worshippers face no incon-
venience
whatsoever.Mukhtar
Ahmed made it clear that
the convenience of citizens
is paramount on the day of

the festival, and any form
of negligence will not be
tolerated. During this
process, the concerned
employees were directed
to ensure that all arrange-
ments are fully in order
well in advance.Present
during the inspection were
senior office clerk Krishna
Kumar Nagar, Jitendra
Saroj, Ramkailash Yadav,
Amritlal Maurya, Mahtab
Ahmed, Sanitation
Supervisor Riyasat
Hussain, along with other
staff members.

Eid Preparations Intensify: Inspection of Eidgahs; Directives Issued for Sanitation and Drinking Water Arrangements
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Over the last few days, there
have been extensive discus-
sions on the prospects of
reforming India’s Goods and
Services Tax (GST). An impor-
tant element of the proposed
reform is to reduce the pres-
ent 4-rate structure to a 3-rate
one. There could be several
objectives behind such a
reform. Simplification of the
tax structure is an obvious
one. Revenue mobilisation
could be another, as simpler
tax structures are easy to
administer and improve com-
pliance. The third is to provide
a stimulus to the economy,
which is presently dealing
with significant uncertainty. I
am young enough to be excit-

ed by the prospects of tax
reforms, but old enough to
know better. More so, given
my prior experience in trying
to understand the GST.
Popular perception suggests
there are just four GST tax
slabs: 5, 12, 18, and 28 per
cent. Why so many slabs for
an indirect tax? Because
somehow Indian policymaking
believes in the progressivity of
taxes—even for consumption
goods. A lesser-known reality
of the GST is that it has a total
of eight tax slabs, excluding
the exemptions. These start at
0.25 and go all the way up to
28 per cent. Tax rates of 0.25,
1.5, 3 and 7.5 per cent apply
to just 1.5 per cent of total

goods traded in India. Some
sectors, such as construction
services, have six different
applicable tax rates ranging
from 0 to 18 per cent. The
sheer complexity of India’s
present GST, even after nine
years of existence, should be
reason enough for an urgent
reform.  A major issue with
the GST’s present structure is
the pervasive use of end-use
exemptions. That is, for cer-
tain items, a GST rate is appli-
cable – but if the goods are
used for a specific purpose,
then there is no GST on the
item. Therefore, the same
item has two different tax
slabs depending on the buyer
and end-use of the item.

Moreover, it creates room for
rent-seeking, as many would
exploit the tax arbitrage intro-
duced by having a 0 per cent
and 18 per cent tax rate as
applicable on the same goods.
Administering such exemp-
tions is excessively costly and
goes against the spirit of a
self-enforcing tax such as the
GST.  A comprehensive reform
would do away with such end-
use exemptions and identify a
specific list of items, such as
food – irrespective of whether
packaged, processed, or pre-
pared in a restaurant – to be
classified as exempt. Similar
exemptions could be extend-
ed to certain kinds of insur-
ance. 

Amit Shah had declared at the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s national executive meeting in 2018 that
the party will win the 2019 Lok Sabha election
and “no one can dethrone the BJP for the next
50 years”—that is, till 2069. Last month, the
Union Home Minister and BJP chief strategist
said in the Lok Sabha that the Opposition parties
would be there (on the Opposition benches) “for
the next 20 years”— that is, till 2045. Let’s make
it 2049 because the Lok Sabha election will have
taken place in 2044. It also takes into account
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s goal of making
India a developed country by 2047.Modi is look-
ing to remain at the helm till 2035, at least. In his
Independence Day address, he said that “in the
coming 10 years, till 2035, I want to expand this
(national security shield) …strengthen it, mod-
ernise it”. “I” is key here. He will be only 85 by
then. And he is much fitter than Joe Biden who
demitted the US President’s office at 82.
Mahathir Mohamad was the Prime Minister of
Malaysia till he was almost 95. You may think I
can’t be serious. Talks of 20 or 50 years are just
rhetorical, aren’t they? A former BJP MP advised
me not to take PM Modi’s reference to 2035
seriously. “The day a leader throws a hint that he
is even thinking of a retirement plan, everybody
around him starts abandoning him. You can’t
afford to do that in politics,” he explained.
Maybe. What if BJP leaders truly believe what
they say? How else could you explain the Modi-
led government’s sudden decision to bring the
Constitution (130th Amendment) Bill, envisaged
to unseat the Prime Minister, chief ministers,
and ministers on the 31st day of their arrest or
detention in custody? The PM figures in it for
effect, of course. The proposed legislation places
the CMs and ministers at the mercy of mostly
Central investigation agencies whose track
record in impartiality is better left undiscussed.
These central agencies are known to often go
out of their way to please the political bosses.
The CMs and ministers who are not from the rul-
ing party/coalition at the Centre have reasons to
be alarmed by the proposed legislation. It is
always prone to being used against the
Opposition. Former Union minister Sharad
Pawar recently pointed out how during the
Manmohan Singh government, it was P
Chidambaram who had backed the amendment
in the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) to put the onus to prove innocence on
the accused. Pawar told Singh that it was dan-
gerous. “If the government changes, we will also
have to face consequences. But the advice was
not heeded,” disclosed Pawar. In 2019, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) arrested
Chidambaram in a PMLA case. He had to spend
106 days in jail before he got bail. The proposed
law—Constitution (130th Amendment) Bill—
can potentially be weaponized by a ruling party
at the Centre (not necessarily BJP) to destabilise
governments in states ruled by rival parties (the
BJP, included). So, why would Shah or the BJP
want to make such a law? The most conceivable
answer is that the BJP doesn’t see itself sitting
on the Opposition benches in the Lok Sabha
ever—till 2049, at least. Look at the Centre’s
stand on the Supreme Court setting a timeline
for the governors to act on the bills passed by
state assemblies. It wants the elected govern-
ments in the states to be placed at the mercy of
its nominees in the Raj Bhawans. Only a party
that is confident of being in power at the Centre
forever would want to take such a stand. This
confidence of the BJP is reflected in so many
other ways—from overturning the SC’s ruling to
end government’s control over the appointment
of the Chief Election Commissioners and ECs
to the alleged use of central investiga-
tive agencies to target Opposition
leaders. There are many other
instances. Here is the catch,
though. 

Amit Malviya must be a har-
ried man as Rahul Gandhi set
out on his ‘Voter Adhikar
Yatra’ in Bihar on Sunday.
Bharatiya Janata Party’s
social media department,
headed by Malviya, is facing
flak in the Right-wing ecosys-
tem. The reason: its purport-
ed failure to counter the
Opposition’s narrative about
the Election Commission’s
special intensive revision of
electoral rolls in Bihar. Let’s
look at one such thread.
Tushar Gupta, whose bio
proclaims him to be “anti-
Left”, took to X to express his
concern about the “fake
news” being spread about
the electoral process.
“Absolutely zero resistance.
ECI’s press releases are not
going to cut it…,” he wrote.
His argument was that the
18-24 age group in 2029
would be “reelers”, not read-
ers, and could be easily
swung by Gandhi. “And this
is exactly what he (Gandhi) is
doing right now,” he added. X
users reacted to the thread,
venting their ire on Malviya,
with some even demanding
his resignation as the BJP’s IT
cell chief. Dr Ratan Sharda,
who has written several
books on the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
agreed with Tushar and said
that Gen Z is “not clued on”
to the BJP. “The communica-
tion, the enunciation, the
slogans – all present a mid-
dle-aged projection of a
young successful party led by
the most popular PM of all
times whom youth love.
@BJP4India needs to rein-
vent its SM approach and
communication,” he wrote.
To be fair to Malviya, head-
line management and narra-

tive-building aren’t so easy
after 11 years in power. The
belligerence of the Election
Commission (EC) in dealing
with the Opposition isn’t
helping him either. “Give an
oath or apologise to the
nation. There is no third
option,” Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar said at a press confer-
ence Sunday, taking on
Gandhi’s ‘vote theft’ charge.
Many Constitutional experts
like former Lok Sabha
Secretary General PDT
Achary have rubbished the
EC’s demand for Gandhi’s
oath under Rule 20(3)(b) of
the Registration of Electors
Rules 1960, maintaining that
it does not apply in this case.
Kumar wouldn’t bother.
Since when has the CEC
assumed the authority to
instruct public representa-
tives to apologise? Even for-
mer CEC MS Gill, who joined
the Congress and went on to
become a Union Minister
after retirement, never
demanded it from
Opposition leaders as long as
he helmed the EC. One may
not agree with Gandhi’s
phraseology—from ‘chowki-
dar chor hai (the gatekeeper
is the thief)’ to ‘vote chori
(vote theft)’. He often gets
carried away, trying to bring

‘earthquakes’ in Indian poli-
tics. But that can’t be the
reason for a constitutional
body to publicly berate the
Leader of the Opposition.
Also, it’s not the first time
that the EC has been accused
of favouring the ruling party.
After all, the fact is that the
CEC was and still is essential-
ly Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s handpicked man—
the ruling party’s choice in
that chair. After losing the
South Delhi Lok Sabha seat
to the Congress in the 1971
elections, Jan Sangh leader
Balraj Madhok had gone to
court complaining of rigging
allegedly facilitated by the
ruling Congress and the EC.
He had alleged that the bal-
lot papers were chemically
treated and mechanically
stamped to favour the
Congress candidate, Shashi
Bhushan. The Supreme Court
dismissed his appeal. In
2002, then Gujarat Chief
Minister Modi drew censure
from Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee for attacking
CEC JM Lyngdoh. There are
myriad instances of politi-
cians attacking the EC, but no
CEC made it a personal issue
until now. The body is
entrusted to conduct free
and fair polls, with no malice
toward any party or politi-

cian. If there is bad blood
and a public spat between
the CEC and the Opposition
leaders, it will shake the peo-
ple’s trust and faith in the
election results. And that is
the worst thing that could
happen to Indian democracy.
Instead of attacking Rahul
Gandhi, the EC could have
simply ordered an investiga-
tion into his claims of fake
voters in Bengaluru’s
Mahadevapura—or, for that
matter, the supposedly
inflated number of voters in
Maharashtra. It could have
done a Bihar-like special
intensive revision (SIR) in
Mahadevapura immediately
to rebut the allegations. That
would have bolstered its
credibility and its Bihar SIR
case. BJP leader Anurag
Thakur also made allegations
about fake voters in the con-
stituencies of Opposition
leaders such as Gandhi,
Akhilesh Yadav, and others.
Thakur also accused them of
‘vote theft’. Gandhi and
Thakur were making the
same disclosure—that voter
lists across the country have
issues. CEC Kumar hasn’t
reacted to Thakur’s allega-
tions yet. Fake voters’ list is
no news, anyway. The CEC
could have thanked the
Congress and BJP leaders for
highlighting this issue again
and used it to justify a coun-
trywide SIR. What to speak
of allegations of irregularities
in Assembly or Lok Sabha
elections, in the recent Delhi
Constitution Club election (in
which incumbent and former
MPs are voters), Congress
leader and former MP
Brijendra Singh found to his
dismay that his vote had
already been cast. So did

another former MP from the
BSP. It’s plausible that
Kumar—who was Secretary
in Amit Shah’s cooperation
ministry—is extremely upset
by Gandhi’s diatribe against
the Commission. The best
way to deal with this would
have been to invite Gandhi
over for Kashmiri Kahwa, as
he used to treat journalists
with, and thrash it out. But
Kumar has chosen to slug it
out publicly with the
Opposition. What must
worry the BJP is the fact that
the Opposition’s diatribe
against the EC seems to be
resonating on the ground. As
per a Lokniti-CSDS survey
published in The Hindu on
Sunday, 45 per cent of the
respondents believe that
genuine voters may get
removed from the voters’ list
under the SIR, as against only
25 per cent who said ‘no’.
Only 60 per cent of respon-
dents were very or some-
what confident of the EC’s
ability to ensure inclusivity.
The survey was conducted in
six states: Delhi, Assam,
Kerala, West Bengal, Madhya
Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh.
The Lokniti-CSDS survey, as
compared to its 2019 and
2024 post-poll surveys,
shows declining trust in the
Commission. In Assam, the
number of respondents who
said they have “no trust” in
the EC increased from 6 per
cent in 2019 to 10 per cent in
2024 and 17 per cent in
2025. In Kerala, this
increased from 10 per cent in
2019 and 2024 to 24 per cent
in 2025. In Madhya Pradesh,
the lack of trust in the EC
rose from 6 per cent in 2019
to 22 per cent in 2024 and
2025.

What does it mean to
be a historian in India?
Both of us have formal-
ly studied the subject.
In the years we’ve
spent working as public
historians, we’ve told
myriad stories of India’s
chequered pasts
through heritage walks,
museum trails, cultural
events, podcasts, an
annual journal, book
reviews, articles, and
social media posts.
We’ve pored over
archives and conducted
on-ground research.
We’ve also translated
scholarship into lan-
guage and experiences
that anyone, from an
academic to a casual
listener, can connect
with. Yet, despite this
range of work, one
question almost always
follows when we
explain what we do:
“Okay, but what is your
real job?” The question
says as much about our
profession as it does
about how history itself
is perceived in India.
After all, how often do
Indian households
encourage history as a
job? A base-level prob-
lem here is: how do
you support the study
of history when it isn’t
even clear what a histo-
rian does? In child-
hood, history may
occasionally bask in the
dreamy, cinematic glow
of Indiana Jones and
Night at the Museum.
Or Bharat Ek Khoj,
Akbar-Birbal adapta-
tions, the delightfully

gory Horrible Histories,
and Amar Chitra Katha.
In adulthood, though, it
either fades into collec-
tive amnesia, gets
wrapped in nostalgia,
or turns into a battle-
field of contested
claims. Where is the
middle ground where
we carry forward that
childlike curiosity, tem-
pered with adult dis-
cernment, to engage
with the past with the
depth and nuance it
deserves? A polarising
debate has recently
been sparked after yet
another round of revi-
sions in NCERT history
textbooks. But more
than textbooks, history
teaching requires revi-
sion. What do you
remember from your
history classes? For
most, the answers fall
into familiar buckets:
rote learning of names,
dates, dynasties, and
wars. There was little
room to explore the
texture of lived experi-
ence, or to ask: how
can this subject help
me become a better
thinker, a more reflec-
tive human? The disci-
pline was frozen in
time, and with it, many
of us felt we too were
trapped — learning
about the past in a way
that felt wholly discon-
nected from the pres-
ent, let alone the
future. This is part of
the reason historical
studies aren’t seen as
foundations for sus-
tainable careers. But

paradoxically, history
seems to dominate our
headlines. It’s every-
where: in TV debates,
political speeches,
social media threads.
Everyone, it seems, has
something to say about
the past. That’s why
the current debate on
revisions matters. The
problem isn’t with
‘updating’ history. Our
understanding of the
past evolves as our
present changes. Every
historian is shaped by
their time, drawing not
only on the materials
and theoretical bases
available, but also on
their own perspectives
and questions. So revi-
sions themselves aren’t
the issue.

The real concern is
how history textbooks
are revised. If these
changes were aimed at
helping students
approach the past criti-
cally, and provided
them with the histori-
an’s toolkit — by intro-
ducing them to a range
of sources, perspec-
tives, and debates —
then they would be
fruitful. Our NCERT
textbooks have been
subject to regular revi-
sions, with new theo-
ries and ideas inserted
alongside scholars’
evolving approaches to
history. This exercise is
necessary, so long as
the emphasis remains
on updations that accu-
rately convey the latest
reflections on continu-
ities.

History teaching requires revision

more than textbooks
In the season of Conclave, what if a
church suddenly decided to call itself
Vatican — not just a tribute, but a
claim to spiritual status? That’s what
the Mamata Banerjee government
effectively did, as far as Odias are
concerned, when it named the new
Jagannath temple in Digha after
Jagannath Dham in Puri, Odisha. For
the Odias, this ‘appropriation’ was
the last straw and has put them eye-
ball to eyeball with the Bengalis like
never before.Why did Banerjee tread
this path? If a temple was her big
trip, why a Puri Jagannath lookalike
and not something in the tradition of
Bengal’s own terracotta temples that
dot Bishnupur in Bankura district?
Alternatively, it could have opted for
something original.Bengalis, it
seems, have a peculiar fondness for
replicas. During Durga Pujas,
Buckingham Palaces, Golden
Temples and the Pyramids pop up all
over the state – pandals built with
bamboo and tarpaulin to house the
goddess in the festive season.But

those are temporary structures, dis-
mantled once the pujas end. The
Jagannath Temple in Digha is perma-
nent, a silent testimony to the
Bengalis’ copycat gene.A few
months after becoming the chief
minister in 2011, Banerjee was on
her way home via Newtown, parts of
which today resemble Gurgaon from
50 years ago, when she suddenly
halted her vehicle, got off, and stood
to survey 480 acres of green dotted
with waterbodies.On the spot, she
declared it a park — and the next
thing we know, in 2013, she was
inaugurating Eco Park, a brand-new
destination in Kolkata a la Victoria
Memorial, or the historic Botanical
Gardens with the centuries-old
Banyan Tree.That wasn’t the end of
it. Past the tree-lined boundary
came up the Pyramids of Giza, an
Eiffel Tower, a Taj Mahal, a
Colosseum, and even a towering
Christ the Redeemer – all of them
exact replicas of the originals in
miniature form.

After rosogolla, Odias and Bengalis fight

over Mamata’s Jagannath Dham

Amit Shah looks sure of ruling

till 2049 but Team Modi is los-

ing steam and imagination

GST reform is pointless if it doesn’t simplify tax slabs 

Why Modi, BJP should worry about bad blood

between CEC Gyanesh Kumar and Rahul Gandhi?
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Meta releases standalone
AI app to challenge

ChatGPT
Delhi: competing with ChatGPT creator OpenAI
with a standalone AI app. Meta said  that its
new AI assistant will use Llama AI. The Discover
stream shows how others are using the tool
and provides prompts. The AI arms race pits
Meta's new software against ChatGPT and
other AI plat-
forms. Claude,
Grok, and
Gemini from
Anthropic, xAI,
and Google are
also leading
contenders. In
S e p t e m b e r
2023, Meta debuted an AI chatbot as a genera-
tive AI-powered digital assistant that can
respond to user questions and produce graph-
ics in its apps. Meta AI became prominent in
April when it replaced Facebook, Instagram,
WhatsApp, and Messenger's search feature
with a chatbot. Zuckerberg claimed in January
that 2025 “is going to be the year when a high-
ly intelligent and personalized AI assistant
reaches more than 1 billion people, and I
expect Meta AI to be that leading AI assistant.”
Meta finance head Susan Li said Meta AI has
700 million monthly active users in January. It
rose from 600 million in December. Meta
launched a standalone AI app after Google and
Elon Musk's xAI. Both firms released Gemini
and Grok applications recently.   

Delhi:  Nestle bought a
minority investment in
Indian pet food startup
Drools. After the invest-
ment, the Bengaluru-based
company was valued at $1
billion, joining unicorn
startups. The business
claimed, "This is a financial
investment by the compa-
ny, and Drools will remain
strategically as well as oper-
ationally independent,".
Nestle's investment in
Drools comes as the pet
food and pet care industry
in India is growing due to
millennial and Gen Z pet
parents who are willing to
spend more for better
nutrition and care. Nestle's
Purina pet care segment,

which included pet food,
accounted for 20.7% of
sales in 2024. Recently,
Indian companies like
Godrej Consumer Care have
entered the pet care sector.
Drools, backed by L
Catterton, competes with

Mars PetCare and Heads Up
For Tails in India. Drools
raised $60 million from L
Catterton in June 2023.
Drools is the fourth unicorn
of the year following
Netradyne, Porter, and JSW
One Platforms.   

Drools becomes unicorn after Nestle bet

Delhi: Starlink is prepar-
ing to launch its satellite
communication servic-
es in India after clearing
most regulatory hur-
dles. A report claims
that its plans could cost
$10 (Rs. 850) per month
as the debut approach-
es. 
Consumers may receive
unlimited data plans
under initial promotion-
al schemes. The Elon
Musk-backed business
hopes to swiftly build its
user base to 10 million
to offset high spectrum
prices due to volume
b e n e f i t s . T h e
Department of
Telecommunication

(DoT) granted Starlink a
Letter of Intent to
launch satellite commu-
nication services in
India earlier this month.
The Telecom
Regulatory Authority of
India (TRAI) may impose
a Rs. 500 per month per
urban user price, mak-
ing satellite internet
services more expen-
sive than wired and
wireless broadband

connections, according
to the. 
In addition, 4 percent of
total adjusted gross rev-
enue (AGR) with a mini-
mum yearly charge of
Rs. 3,500 per spectrum
block and an 8 percent
licensing fee for com-
mercial services in India
are required. The gov-
ernment has yet to
approve these recom-
mendations.    

Delhi: Despite offi-
cials claiming that
Japan's net foreign
assets reached a
record high last year,
the country has fall-
en from its 34-year
reign as the world's
top creditor to sec-
ond place, behind
Germany. The
finance ministry of
Japan announced
that the country's
net external assets
were 533.05 trillion
yen ($3.7 trillion) at
the end of the year,
an increase of 12.9%
from the previous
year. Yoshimasa
Hayashi, a
s p o k e s m a n ,
explained that the
value of financial
assets and debts, as
well as changes in
the balance of pay-
ments, are among
the elements that
contribute to the
determination of net
external assets. "In
light of these points
and the fact that
Japan's net foreign
assets have been
steadily increasing,
we do not believe

that the change in
ranking alone should
be taken as a sign of
a major change in
Japan's position,"
Hayashi informed
the media. Based on
the data provided by
the ministry, the fol-
lowing countries
ranked third: China
(516.28 trillion yen),
Hong Kong (320.26
trillion yen), and
Norway (271.83 tril-
lion yen). The figures
show that Japan's
foreign assets and
liabilities both
increased due to the
weakening yen, but
that assets grew
faster than liabilities,
mostly because
Japanese businesses
invested more
money overseas.

Loss of Japan's position as the

world's leading creditor

Delhi : Airtel and
Vodafone Idea were
denied a waiver of
interest and penalty
on their outstanding
adjusted gross rev-
enue (AGR) debts,
totaling Rs 80,000
crore, by the Supreme
Court. The order
would have an effect
on Tata Teleservices as
well. After the initial
SC order in 2019,
which aimed to recov-
er industrial dues, the
outstanding AGR is
now little less than 1.5
lakh crore. 

Since it entered the
telecom market in
2016 with only a

minor exposure to
past dues and adjust-
ments, Reliance Jio
was the only company
that walked out rela-
tively unscathed. 

The businesses'
request for a post-
ponement was denied
by a panel of Justices
JB Pardiwala and R
Mahadevan, who

deemed the compa-
nies' petitions "shock-
ing and misconceived"
and rejected them.
Multinational corpora-
tions' filing procedures
for petitions seeking
remedies for enforce-
ment of rights under
Article 32 were also
examined by the
court.  

Delhi: The appeal that
the electricity distribu-
tion companies in
Rajasthan had lodged
against the Appellate
Tribunal for Electricity's
(APTEL) decision in favor
of Adani electricity
Rajasthan Ltd, which had
asked them to pay ?186
crore in compensation,

has been rejected by the
Supreme Court. Jaipur
Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd
(JVVNL) and other state
discoms filed appeals,
but a bench of justices
Rajesh Bindal and M M
Sundresh decided on
May 23 that the petitions
had no validity. The deci-
sion made by APTEL in

April 2024, which identi-
fied a new tax imposed
by Coal India Ltd (CIL) as
a "change in law" event
under the PPA between
Adani Power and the dis-
coms, was affirmed by
the court. To offset costs
associated with moving
coal from the mine to the
destination.

India’s crypto industry urges tax

cuts as Donald Trump support

softens New Delhi stance

Starlink arrives in India with

plans under Rs. 850 per month

Rajasthan distribution companies ordered

by the Court to pay Adani Power 186 crore

Supreme Court rejects Airtel and

Vodafone's requests to waive AGR fees

Delhi: In order to reach a con-
sent settlement in the co-
location case that is presently
pending before the Supreme
Court, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) is in advanced negotia-
tions with the NSE. A

Securities Appellate Tribunal
(SAT) decision that lessened
the initial sanctions levied
against NSE in 2019 has been
appealed by SEBI. According
to someone with knowledge
of the situation, "the discus-
sion on the most important

issue of resolving the co-loca-
tion case started, around one
and half months ago." "The
amount that NSE should pay
to SEBI in order to settle the
lawsuit is one of the consent
terms that are currently being
negotiated by both parties.   

Delhi: An official from
the government has
said  that the Ministry
of Defence is putting
the finishing touches
on a purchase order
for 500 Invar ATGMs
from state-run Bharat
Dynamics Ltd (BDL).
The contract is esti-
mated to be worth
between two and
three million rupees.
In order to strength-
en India's armoured
combat capabilities,
this acquisition is a
part of a larger push
to equip T-90 main
battle tanks with pre-

cision-guided missile
systems. 
Tanks are the ideal
platforms from which
to launch Invar mis-
siles. An official
informed that the
Defense Ministry is
likely to spend
between two and
three million Indian

rupees (about $2,100
million) for 500 mis-
siles from BDL. As a
result of their reputa-
tion for precision and
efficacy, Invar mis-
siles are currently
being used by
armoured units on
India's frontline. 

Bharat Dynamics to Receive Invar Missile

Order from Government; Shares Climb 2%

Delhi: In an effort to
capitalise on what it
perceives as New
Delhi's accommodat-
ing attitude towards
digital assets, the
c r y p t o c u r r e n c y
industry in India is
urging for tax cuts
that have limited
domestic trading.
This comes as politi-
cians in New Delhi
negotiate a more
comprehensive trade
pact with the United
States. Policymakers'
views towards cryp-
tocurrency have
been warming up,
after making it a pari-
ah sector in the coun-
try due to regulators'
mistrust of its possi-
ble illegal applica-
tions. 

After Donald
Trump's endorse-
ment of digital cur-

rencies and his return
to the 
White House,
exchange executives
told them  that Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's government
has become much
more attentive and
engaged.

The frequency of
industry meetings
with lawmakers has
increased from once
every six months to

"monthly, if not
weekly," according to
Ashish Singhal, co-
founder of
CoinSwitch, one of
the biggest cryp-
t o c u r r e n c y
exchanges in India
with over 20 million
members.

Reducing taxes
that he called "very
harshly" enforced
was the industry's
"big ask," he claimed.   

Delhi: Troubled edutech uni-
corn Byju's learning app has
been delisted from the
Google Playstore for non-pay-
ment of vendor dues,  citing
sources. The matter has been
under works between Think
and Learn Pvt Ltd, the parent
company of Byju's, and ven-
dor Amazon Web Services
(AWS), since April 2024, it
added. Did not recieve a reply
to their emailed queries from
, Think and Learn Insolvency
Resolution Professional (IRP),
it added. A spokesperson for
AWS said that the company
has been working with Think
and Learn since April 2024,
“to resolve its outstanding.

Byju's learning app

was delisted from

Google's Playstore

SEBI and the Exchange are in advanced negotiations

Delhi: For the first
time in five years,
automotive manu-
facturer Tata Motors
saw its workforce
shrink in a fiscal year,
when its employee
base fell 3% in FY25
compared with the
previous fiscal.
Alongside, the fiscal
also saw median
salary hikes for its
senior-most execu-
tives at just 3% com-
pared with 15% in

FY24, the company's
annual report for
FY25 showed. The
twin developments
happened against
the backdrop of
falling demand for its
cars, trucks and
buses in the fiscal.
The total employee
count of  the coun-
try's third-largest
automaker, excluding
employ-ees of its UK-
based subsidiary
Jaguar Land Rover.

Fewer jobs at Tata Motors, 

smaller hikes for top deck

Delhi: The most
recent AI models of
reasoning and
thought have shown,
at least in test set-
tings, an inclination to
prioritize self-preser-
vation. And they still
won't turn off, no
matter how many
times you tell them
to. The most recent
ChatGPT model from
OpenAI, o3, was
found to have sabo-
taged shutdown
mechanisms during
testing conducted by
Palisade Research.
Although o3's tenden-
cy was higher than
others, other sophisti-
cated models exhibit-
ed the same behavior
in a battery of tests. 

AI models allegedly

disregarded direct

commands to turn off
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