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Barsana 

The Barsana Police have arrested an interstate

vehicle thief and recovered a stolen motorcycle

along with an illegal knife from his Possession.On

March 29, 2026 at around 5:45 PM, the Barsana

Police apprehended the accused near the mud

track along the drain, approximately 50 meters

from the nala in Nagla Nagar area. The accused

has been identified as Anil, son of Bachchu, resi-

dent of village Shernagar, Police Station Kosi

Kalan, district Mathura, aged about 26

Years.During the arrest, the Police recovered a

Stolen Hero Splendor Plus motorcycle (without

registration number) bearing Chassis number

MBLHA10AMC9M13614 and engine number

HA10EJC9M20351, along with an illegal

knife.Legal Proceedings have been initiated

against the accused at Barsana Police

Station.Arrest Details:Location: Mud track near

the drain, Nagla Nagar (about 50 meters from the

Nala)Date & Time: March 29, 2026 at 5:45

PMRecovered Items:One stolen Hero Splendor

Plus motorcycle (without registration

number)One illegal knifeCriminal History of the

Accused:The accused has multiple criminal cases

registered against him, including Charges under

the Arms Act, IPC and BNS in various Police

Stations of Mathura district such as Barsana,

Shergarh, Kosi Kalan and Jait.Police Team

Involved in the Arrest:Inspector Ashwani Kumar,

Station House Officer, BarsanaSub-Inspector

Deepak Kumar, In-charge Sahar Outpost,

BarsanaHead Constable Chandraprakash (No.

309)Constable Sandeep Kumar (No. 1606).

Interstate Vehicle Thief

Arrested with Stolen

Motorcycle and Illegal

Knife by Barsana Police
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Prayagraj. A meeting of the
Divisional Udyog Bandhu
Committee was organized with the
objective of accelerating industrial
development and promoting
investment within the division.
The meeting was presided over by
Divisional Commissioner Saumya
Agarwal at Gandhi Auditorium,
and was attended by departmental
officials and entrepreneurs.
Emphasizing the swift and time-
bound resolution of entrepreneurs'
issues during the meeting, the
Divisional Commissioner directed
officials to ensure that all com-
plaints are resolved on a priority
basis. She also issued instructions
for the regular convening of
District Udyog Bandhu meetings.

Noting the irregularity of meetings
in Fatehpur, she directed that a
meeting be held by March 31st—
without fail—to ensure compli-
ance.While reviewing employ-

ment-oriented schemes, the
Divisional Commissioner stated
that all departments must achieve
100 percent of their respective tar-
gets. She clarified that the primary

objective of these schemes is to
provide maximum employment
opportunities to the youth; there-
fore, no negligence whatsoever
should be tolerated in their effec-

tive implementation. During the
meeting, satisfaction was
expressed regarding the progress
of credit-linked schemes. Officials
reported that under the 'One
District One Product' (ODOP)
Margin Money Scheme, 115 per-
cent of the targeted loans were dis-
bursed during the financial year
2025-26, while 95.13 percent of
the target was achieved under the
'Chief Minister Youth
Entrepreneur Development
Campaign' scheme. While review-
ing the 'Nivesh Mitra' portal, the
Divisional Commissioner sought
an explanation from the concerned
Regional Manager after discover-
ing that five cases pertaining to
UPSIDA remained pending even
after the stipulated deadline had
passed. She emphasized that it is

essential to make the investment
process simple, transparent, and
time-bound in order to maintain
investor confidence.Noting that
work on shifting electricity poles
in the Naini Industrial Area had
not yet commenced, she directed
the Chief Development Officer to
conduct an on-site inspection and
submit a report. Additionally,
entrepreneurs were requested to
submit written suggestions to fur-
ther enhance the 'Ease of Doing
Business' environment.

Joint Commissioner of
Industries Ajay Kumar Chaurasia,
the LDM, members of the
Industries Committee—including
Murari Lal Agarwal and Natwar
Lal—and officials from concerned
departments were present at the
meeting.
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Koraon. In the results
of the PCS
Examination 2024,
declared on Monday,
three bright candi-
dates from Koraon
have brought glory to
the region, sparking a
wave of joy among
the local populace.
People are pouring in
their congratulations
to the successful can-
didates. Among those
selected for the PCS
are Akanksha
Tiwari—daughter of
retired Justice Jai
Krishna Tiwari and a
native of Badhwari
Kala Mishrapur vil-

lage; Pushpraj
Mishra—son of Indra
Dev Mishra and a res-
ident of Bhagesar vil-
lage; and Vijay Singh
Patel—son of Lal Ji
Singh and a resident
of Barokhar Basaha.
Regional public repre-
sentatives and other
citizens are extending
their congratulations
to all three successful
candidates on their
achievement. The
families of the candi-
dates are filled with
immense joy and jubi-
lation. 
Prominent among
those offering con-
gratulations to the
successful candidates
were Koraon MLA

Rajmani Kol, Nagar
Panchayat Chairman
Omprakash Kesari,
former Nagar
Panchayat Chairman
Narsingh Kumar
Kesari (alias Gopal
Ji), District Panchayat
Member Pintu
Chaubey, District
Panchayat Member
Somdutt Singh Patel,
District Panchayat
Member
Representative Rajesh
Patel, as well as
Rajesh Pandey, Arun
Tripathi, Raju
Chaubey, Raja
Chaubey, Devraj
Mishra, Shivam
Mishra, Suraj Yadav,
Vipin Shukla, Jitendra
Mishra, and others. 

Lucknow

Setting a new benchmark
in the field of education
in Uttar Pradesh, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
distributed Scholarships
and fee reimbursements
to around 2.8 million
Students. This landmark
initiative took Place on
Monday in Lucknow
during a Scholarship and
fee reimbursement trans-
fer Program for Students
from underprivileged
and weaker Sections.
The event marked a
record, with 3,350 crore
disbursed to empower
Students from disadvan-
taged backgrounds and
help them move for-
ward.The Program not
only Showcased the
achievements of various
Schemes but also reflect-
ed the aspirations and
renewed hope among
Students whose futures
have been Positively
impacted by this
Assistance. This initia-
tive stands not just as
financial support but as a
broader effort toward
social empowerment
through education, where
the visible confidence
and hope among students

is the true measure of
Success. In FY 2025-26,
approximately 6.7 mil-
lion Students have
already received around
4,800 crore in
Scholarships.
Beginning of a new
educational
Transformation
As Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath released the
Scholarship funds into
students’ accounts at the
click of a button, the
auditorium echoed with
applause. Students
including Deependra
Kumar, Neha Singh,
Vaibhavkar Pathak, Sujit,
Divyanshi, Nihal Fatima,
Paridhi Pandey and
Monika were awarded
Scholarship certificates.
Their faces reflected
Pride and confidence as
they Posed with the
Chief Minister.During
the event, beneficiaries
of the National Family
Benefit Scheme were
also Provided financial
assistance certificates.
Beneficiaries such as
Deepmala, Archana,
Shalini Verma and
Sarveshwati received
certificates from the
Chief Minister.
Timely Scholarships

Bring Major Relief
The Program highlighted
improvements in the
Scholarship distribution
system. Previously dis-
bursed at the end of the
academic session,
Scholarships are now
being released Starting
October 2. Plans are also
underway to introduce a
semester-based scholar-
ship system from next
year, ensuring Students
receive financial assis-
tance at the time of fee
Submission.
Additionally, Student
cards aligned with cours-
es are being Planned to
Streamline semester-wise
disbursement.
Focus on technology
and Transparency
Efforts are being made to
ensure that students who
Previously missed out
due to bank-related tech-
nical issues also receive
benefits. Those deprived
this year due to such
issues will be covered in
the next financial year.
This move is seen as a
significant step toward
making the system more
transparent and inclu-
sive. Abhyudaya
Coaching Scheme, 43
Students.

Lucknow

BJP worker Shivendra
Singh has been appoint-
ed as the District
General Secretary of
Ayodhya by the Party
leadership, citing his
consistent hard work and
active role in organiza-
tional activities.
Following his appoint-
ment, a debate has
emerged around his
image and working
style. While his support-
ers describe it as the
result of years of dedica-
tion and commitment to
the Party, his opponents
have raised questions
based on cases regis-
tered against him. The
development has once
again brought the long-
standing debate of
‘image versus work’ in
Politics into focus. 
Supporters argue that if
Shivendra is being
labeled as a “criminal,”
then how should leaders
with a “strongman”
image in other Parties be
viewed. They also Point

out that such questions
were not raised when he
was working actively for
the organization Earlier.
Over the Past few years,
Shivendra Singh has
been counted among the
active workers of the
Party. He has participat-
ed in various campaigns
such as “Seva Hi
Sangathan,” booth
strengthening, member-
ship drives and other
outreach Programs. At
the local level, he has
been seen as a grassroots
worker. However, after
receiving the new
responsibility, discus-
sions around his Past
cases have intensified.
Opponents stress the
need for transparency in
Public life, while sup-
porters argue that these
issues are being
Politically highlighted
now despite being
known earlier.
Debate Over Standards

in Politics

The number of cases
registered against
Shivendra Singh has

also become a Point of
discussion. While critics
view it as a serious con-
cern, supporters consider
it Part of Political rival-
ry. This has also raised a
broader question—
whether different stan-
dards are applied to dif-
ferent leaders There are
several examples in state
and national Politics
where leaders have held
significant Positions
despite facing allega-
tions. This has turned
the issue into a wider
debate on whether a
Political identity should
be judged by one work
or by ast allegation.
Balancing Work, Image

and Allegations

Remains a Challenge

Overall, the matter is no
longer limited to an
individual but reflects a
broader Political mindset
where balancing hard.
.work, Public image and
allegations remains a
Challenge. It will be
important to see how
this debate evolves in
the coming time.

Scholarships for the first time

disbursed to 2.8 Million

Students by CM Yogi
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Prayagraj | A meeting

of the Divisional Road

Safety Committee was

held on Monday at

Gandhi Auditorium,

presided over by

Additional 

Commissioner 

Ratnapriya. While statis-

tics indicate a decline in

road accidents across the

division, the Additional

Commissioner directed

that special emphasis be

placed on road engineer-

ing corrective measures

and enforcement actions,

particularly in light of

an increase in accidents

within the Kaushambi

district. She issued

directives for the effec-

tive implementation of

the Rural Road Safety

Committees established

at the Tehsil level, under

the chairmanship of the

respective Sub-

Divisional Magistrates.

The Additional

Commissioner instructed

the PWD and NHAI to

close off unauthorized

cuts or openings on

highways. She further

directed that the ZFF

program be implemented

effectively in the dis-

tricts of Fatehpur and

Prayagraj. Instructions

were also issued regard-

ing the widespread pub-

licity and promotion of

the 'Sadak Suraksha

Mitra' (Road Safety

Friend) and 'Rahveer'

schemes. Road accidents

have shown a decline in

Prayagraj and Fatehpur,

attributed to the road

safety measures and

enforcement actions

undertaken in these dis-

tricts. The Additional

Commissioner directed

that enforcement actions

be continued rigorously

to achieve a further

reduction in road acci-

dents.The Additional 

Commissioner issued

directives to clear away

overgrown bushes at

points where rural roads

intersect with National

Highways, and to install

speed breakers and

appropriate signage at

these specific junctions.

She also directed that

adequate lighting

arrangements be ensured

on highways—specifi-

cally, by the Municipal

Corporation within

urban limits, and

through the installation

of solar lights in rural

areas. Finally, the

Additional

Commissioner called for

ensuring effective action

against individuals who

fail to wear helmets or

seat belts, violate traffic

rules, drive at excessive

speeds, drive in the

wrong direction, use

mobile phones while

driving, 

or operate vehicles

under the influence of

intoxicants. On this

occasion, the meeting

was attended by

Divisional Transport

Officer Himesh Tiwari,

Divisional Transport

Officer (Enforcement)

Sanjeev Kumar Gupta,

ARTO (Enforcement)

Rajiv Kumar, ARTO

(Enforcement) Anand

Pratap Rao, ARTO

(Enforcement) Fatehpur

Prateek Mishra, and

Passenger Tax Officer

Ramsagar. In addition to

officials from the Police

Department, NHAI, the

Health Department, and

other concerned depart-

ments, Raghunath

Dwivedi and others were

present as members of

the Road Safety

Committee.

Prioritize the Resolution of Entrepreneurs' Issues; Ensure No

Obstacles Hinder Industrial Development: Divisional Commissioner

Divisional Road Safety Committee Meeting

Concludes Under the Chairmanship of the

Additional Commissioner

Shivendra Gets Key Role,
Work Style in Focus

Three Candidates from
Koraon Achieve Success in

PCS Examination 2024
MLA, Other Public Representatives, and
Local Residents Offer Congratulations
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Prayagraj. On Monday, a state-
level program organized in
Lucknow—under the initiatives
run by the Department of Child
Development and Nutrition on
behalf of the state govern-
ment—was telecast live across
the district. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath distributed appoint-
ment letters to 18,440
Anganwadi workers and assis-
tants, smartphones to 69,804
individuals, and over 200,000
growth monitoring devices.
Additionally, under projects
costing more than ?450 crore,
3,170 Anganwadi center build-
ings and 140 Child
Development Project offices
were either inaugurated or had

their foundations laid.In the
Prayagraj district, the live
broadcast of this event was
screened at the Sangam
Auditorium located within the
Collectorate complex, where
public representatives, officials,
and a large gathering of citizens
listened to the Chief Minister's
address. The program was con-
ducted in a hybrid mode.On this
occasion, parallel events were
also organized across various
development blocks of the dis-
trict, where public representa-
tives distributed appointment
letters to the newly appointed
Anganwadi workers. At the
Sangam Auditorium, in the pres-
ence of Phaphamau MLA Guru
Prasad Maurya and Member of
the Legislative Council (MLC)

Surendra Chaudhary, appoint-
ment letters were handed over to
workers from the Phaphamau,
Phulpur, and Soraon assembly
constituencies. Furthermore,
through a remote interface, 11
new Anganwadi centers were
inaugurated, and the founda-
tions for 26 centers were
laid.Continuing this sequence,
programs were also held in the
Koraon, Jasra, and Karchhana
development blocks, attended
by their respective MLAs.
Appointment letters were dis-
tributed to 66 newly appointed
workers in Koraon, 159 in the
Bara region, and 28 in
Karchhana. Similar ceremonies
were conducted in other blocks
as well to hand over appoint-
ment letters.In total, 669

Anganwadi workers have been
selected across the district.
These include 159 workers in
Bara, 94 in Meja, 66 in Koraon,
28 in Karchhana, 78 in Handia,
83 in Pratappur, 36 in Phulpur,
59 in Soraon, and 66 in
Phaphamau.

Additionally, 34 newly con-
structed Anganwadi centers in
the district were inaugurated,
while the foundation stones for
79 new centers were also laid.
Most of these centers are being
constructed under the MGNRE-
GA convergence scheme, while
some are state-
funded.Addressing the gather-
ing, public representatives stat-
ed that Anganwadi centers serve
as a crucial link for children's
nutrition, health, and early edu-

cation. Pregnant and lactating
women, as well as young chil-
dren, receive nutritional supple-
ments and health services
through these centers. The con-
struction of these new centers
will further strengthen the
accessibility of these facilities
in both rural and urban
areas.Member of the Legislative
Council (MLC), Surendra
Chaudhary, encouraged the
newly appointed workers to per-
form their duties with honesty
and dedication. He remarked
that the participation of women
strengthens both the family and
society. Meanwhile, MLA Guru
Prasad Maurya stated that the
role of Anganwadi workers is
pivotal in building a 'Developed
India' (Viksit Bharat), as they

are instrumental in shaping the
future of the children.Chief
Development Officer (CDO)
Harshika Singh affirmed that
the administration's objective is
to ensure that no child is
deprived of nutrition and educa-
tion. The construction of new
centers and the strengthening of
existing infrastructure will lead
to an improvement in the health,
nutrition, and educational stan-
dards of children across the dis-
trict.The event was organized
under the guidance of District
Magistrate Manish Kumar
Verma. Officials and staff from
the Child Development
Department, including District
Programme Officer Dinesh
Singh, were present on the occa-
sion.

Appointment Letters Issued to 669 Anganwadi

Workers in Prayagraj; 34 Centers Inaugurated

and 79 Foundations Laid
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Gopiganj (Bhadohi): The
Gopiganj police have
achieved a major break-
through as part of an ongoing
campaign aimed at curbing
the trafficking of illicit nar-
cotics within the district.
During a routine check, the
police arrested two smugglers
in possession of 121 kg and
450 grams of ganja, while a
search for other members of
the gang remains
underway.Acting under the
directives of Superintendent
of Police Abhinav Tyagi—and
as part of the ongoing drive to
prevent narcotics traffick-
ing—the Gopiganj police

team, under the supervision of
Additional Superintendent of
Police Shubham Agarwal,
acted upon a tip-off from an
informant on Sunday. Near
the vacant railway land adja-
cent to Gyanpur Station Road,
the team cordoned off a suspi-
cious vehicle and apprehend-
ed the two accused individu-
als.

The arrested accused have
been identified as Samarjeet
Yadav (25), a resident of
Mehboobpur (Bhadohi Police
Station area), and Pradeep
Saroj (26), a resident of
Raipur (Sureri Police Station
area) in the Jaunpur district.
From their possession—
specifically from a white Tata

Punch car—the police recov-
ered 121 kg and 450 grams of
illicit ganja packed in three
sacks, along with two Android
mobile phones.
Revelations During 
Interrogation
During interrogation, the
accused revealed that they had
purchased the ganja at a low
price in Odisha and had
brought it to the area with the
intention of selling it at a
higher price in Varanasi. They
were waiting at the location to
deliver the consignment to
certain individuals. According
to the police, other members
of this gang are currently
absconding, and efforts to
apprehend them are ongo-

ing.**Case Registered**In
connection with this incident,
a case has been registered
against the accused at the
Gopiganj Police Station under
Sections 8/20/25 of the NDPS
Act and Section 207 of the
Motor Vehicles Act; they have
subsequently been produced
before the court.**Team
Involved in the
Operation**The team
involved in the arrests includ-
ed Crime Inspector Ajay
Vikram Yadav, Sub-Inspectors
Kailash Singh Yadav, Kuldeep
Kumar Mishra, and Umesh
Singh, along with other mem-
bers of the Gopiganj police
force and the
SWAT/Surveillance team.
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Prayagraj. A swearing-in ceremony for
nominated corporators was held at the
Municipal Corporation on Monday. Ten
corporators, nominated by the
Government of Uttar Pradesh, were
administered the oath in the new House
building of the Municipal Corporation.
The ceremony was graced by the presence
of Mayor Umesh Chandra Ganesh
Kesharwani, MLA Deepak Patel, Member
of the Legislative Assembly Surendra
Chaudhary, and District President Sanjay
Gupta.Those who took the oath included
Akhilesh Singh, Arun Kumar Mishra,
Praveen Bhartiya, Swarika Bhardwaj,
Shyamchand Hela, Durgesh Nandini,

Rajesh Kushwaha, Babban Prajapati,
Dilip Kesharwani, and Lal Bahadur
Sahu.On this occasion, alongside the
Municipal Corporators, other public rep-
resentatives and members—including
Ashish Kumar Dwivedi, Kusum Lata,
Ranvijay Singh, and Deepika Singh
Patel—were present. Senior officials of
the Municipal Corporation also participat-
ed in the event; among those present were
Additional Municipal Commissioners
Dipendra Yadav, Rajiv Kumar Shukla, and
Arvind Kumar Rai, along with other
departmental officials.During the ceremo-
ny, the public representatives pledged to
work together for urban development and
for ensuring better civic management
within the city. 

10 Nominated Corporators Take

Oath at Prayagraj Municipal

Corporation; Mayor and Public

Representatives Present

Two Smugglers Arrested with 121 kg of Ganja
in Bhadohi; Other Gang Members Absconding
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Prayagraj: With the objective of
linking Khadi with modern fash-
ion and employment opportuni-
ties, a divisional-level seminar
titled ‘Khadi for Fashion, Khadi
for Nation’ was organized in the
district. The event was inaugurated
by Phaphamau MLA Guru Prasad
Maurya, who lit the ceremonial
lamp.Organized by the Uttar
Pradesh Khadi and Village
Industries Board, the seminar fea-
tured detailed discussions on the
promotion, dissemination, design-
ing, innovation, and employment
opportunities associated with
Khadi. The primary objective of
the program was to promote Khadi
as an eco-friendly, indigenous

product and to familiarize the
youth with its modern avatar.MLA
Guru Prasad Maurya stated that
Khadi is not merely a garment, but
a symbol of indigenous spirit and

self-reliance. In the contemporary
era, it can be popularized among
the youth by integrating it with
modern fashion trends. He urged
the youth to embrace Khadi and

actively participate in its promo-
tion.During the seminar, fashion
design students from Allahabad
University presented an attractive
showcase of Khadi garments,

which was well-received and
appreciated by the audience. The
program also highlighted the
unique features of Khadi products,
new design concepts, and their

market potential.On this occasion,
the Khadi and Village Industries
Board distributed free popcorn-
making machines to 10 beneficiar-
ies and leaf-plate making
machines to another 10 beneficiar-
ies. Additionally, selected benefi-
ciaries were felicitated during the
event.Experts and officials present
at the program emphasized that
promoting the use of Khadi would
not only contribute to environmen-
tal conservation but also generate
new employment opportunities at
the local level.The event was
attended by several dignitaries—
including Dr. Monisha Singh and
Dr. Arundhati Singh—as well as
students and officials from the
Khadi and Village Industries
Department.

‘Khadi for Fashion, Khadi for Nation’ Seminar Kicks Off in Prayagraj; Youth Engaged in ‘Swadeshi’ Campaign
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Critical minerals have now
become instruments of geopo-
litical bargaining and means to
assert domestic autonomy and
security. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s recent visit to
Argentina and meeting with
Chilean President, Gabriel
Boric, the two legs of the lithi-
um triangle, on the sidelines of
the recently held BRICS sum-
mit in Brazil, were strategically
aimed at exploring coopera-
tion and engagement on criti-
cal minerals.  At the Summit,
Modi warned against the
weaponization of critical min-
erals and stressed the need to

work together to make supply
chains secure and reliable.
Other global leaders have also
echoed similar concerns at the
G20, Quad, and BRICS sum-
mits, and have discussed col-
laborating to secure and diver-
sify critical mineral supply
chains.   Currently, India is
heavily dependent on imports
for critical minerals such as
lithium, cobalt, nickel, and rare
earth elements (REE). Much of
this supply comes through re-
export channels, which creates
a third-level dependency while
exposing us to potential supply
shocks and strategic coercion.

Mineral security is no longer
just an economic concern but a
national security imperative,
underpinning the country’s
ambitions in clean energy,
defence self-reliance, and
advanced manufacturing.
Globally, China holds roughly
62 per cent of lithium refining
capacity, 33 per cent for nickel,
77 per cent for cobalt, 87 per
cent for graphite, and 76 per
cent for REEs, according to the
International Energy Agency’s
(IEA) Global Critical Minerals
Outlook 2025. 
This underscores China’s over-
whelming dominance in supply

chains, even though it does not
host most raw material
reserves. Compared to 2023,
India’s lithium imports from
China surged by roughly 921
per cent in 2024, while
graphite imports rose 85 per
cent between 2022 and 2024
and Nickel imports jumped 137
per cent in 2024. Such domi-
nance gives Beijing an asym-
metric leverage over supply
chains vital to clean-tech sec-
tors and key defence applica-
tions, including advanced elec-
tronics, missile systems, and
communication technologies.
As a result, securing reliab

The Aam Aadmi Party–led Punjab government
has tabled the Punjab Prevention of Offences
Against Holy Scripture(s) Bill, 2025 which was
discussed in the Assembly on Tuesday amidst
ruckus and then referred to a select committee.
It might take about six months for the commit-
tee to send the bill back to the Assembly for
clearing and then to the governor for approval.
If the bill is referred to the Union government,
then it would be another year before it finally
becomes an Act. Earlier governments — the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)-Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) coalition government and the Congress
government headed by Captain Amarinder Singh
— had also brought similar bills which were
found to be insufficient to meet the demands of
the situation and hence junked. The new anti-
sacrilege bill is said to have taken note of the
shortcomings of the earlier bills and is hence
more comprehensive, secular, and sufficiently
stringent to be a deterrence for sacrilege
offences considered very serious in the state.
Meanwhile, 42-year-old Gurjeet Singh Khalsa,
supposedly a non-political activist, has been
staging a protest on top of a BSNL mobile tower
in Punjab’s Samana since October 2024
demanding an anti-sacrilege law. Though not
widely reported in the mainstream media, such
protests should be handled deftly by the govern-
ment, lest it rakes up discontents of the past. In
fact, the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), under
Sections 298, 299, and 300, already provides
stringent punishments for religious offences.
Punjab government as well as the activists who
are protesting for a new law against sacrilege of
religious texts are of the view that the provisions
of the current Union laws are not stringent
enough. Incidentally, the bill inadvertently
equates the Bhagavad Gita with the holy books
of other faiths, which may trigger a controversy.
The bill could be amended to also include other
religious texts considered holy by a vast majority
of Hindus and/or be worded appropriately to
capture the essence of all holy books of all faiths
without naming any of them. Needless to say,
the issue is a complex one. Going by the text of
the present bill, albeit a short one, there are suf-
ficient indications to suggest that adequate care
has been taken to make the acts of sacrilege a
serious offence inviting harsh punishments. But
it is not clear why these provisions could not be
added to the existing Sections of the BNS. After
all, the BNS is an all-India law that applies equal-
ly to all states and all faiths. The AAP-led Punjab
government appears to have not consulted the
Union government or had any discussions with
the Union Law Ministry on this issue. What
should be of concern are the possibilities of
other states following suit and enacting separate
laws to suit the political environment of respec-
tive states citing the Punjab bill as a precedent.
In a federal setup, the Constitution allows states
to enact sufficient laws to maintain law and
order and preserve religious harmony through
stringent punishments for offences involving
religious practices, texts, icons, and symbols.
There have been instances of religious books
being vandalised, places of worship desecrated,
and statues of widely revered socio-political
leaders popular among certain communities
damaged. Another aspect of concern should be
the misuse of any law, however sincere the
intentions of the lawmakers might be. The anti-
sacrilege bill may have good intentions, but
there is hardly any guarantee that such a law will
not become a tool for miscreants wanting to
drive a wedge between communities and fol-
lowers of different faiths in the state.  In a politi-
cally volatile border state where religious fault
lines have been exploited by extreme ele-
ments bent on hurting the unity and
integrity of the country, the state
government needs to be extra
vigilant and take the Union
government into confidence
at every stage. 

Over the years, democracy
has come to mean many
things, often abstract and
distorted, especially used to
invoke a necessary “value” of
the global order. Such a
“value” has depended upon a
few aspects: economic and
military hard power and
alignment with Western
interests. As India finally
announced its democracy
rankings, nations that
depend on using inaccurate
“expert opinions” to subvert
data raised a hue and cry.
Domestically, there is a
cohort that disagrees with
the idea of such rankings and
argues one of two ideas: That
the collective West has more
expertise in deciding such
rankings and must be unchal-
lenged;That India and other
nations can eschew Western
validation and need not care
about the rankings and other
indices.The first is a group
that believes in Western
supremacy and has formed
the ideological collaborator
class of any foreign group
that has sought to “govern”
as a euphemism for colonisa-
tion by other means. This is
reflected in their calling
directly for foreign interfer-
ence regarding India’s
domestic policy setting and
makes no bones about their
preference for externalised
decision-making. This is not a
group with the interests of
Indian citizens at heart, seek-
ing only to maintain their
position as an intellectual
and social elite, watching
self-righteously from atop a
high horse made of colonial
dreams. As such, malintent
entails that their ideas can-
not pertain significantly to
the will of the people of the
country. The second group is

made of those with well-
intentioned naivete. A little
knowledge would go a long
way in explaining an econom-
ic, and otherwise, intercon-
nected world. The fact that
interests and debt ceilings on
investments and loans are
dependent on credit ratings
and indices such as these
need us to be concerned
about them. Moreover, they
create a legacy for judgment
by other nations we interact
with. At its peak of wealth,
knowledge and value cre-
ation, Bharat stood as a bea-
con, inviting engagement,
not insularity, and not con-
tent in hubris. That is a later
doing, a subject of an era of
turmoil preventing recogni-
tion of a national conscience
underlying its diversity. For
an endeavour such as a
democracy index to fill a void
in data and not in propagan-
da, the rankings need to take
into consideration several
true indicators of the values
that define self-governance.
To prevent further distor-
tions, though, it is necessary
to reiterate what democracy
means – governance by the
representatives of all citizens.
The universal adult franchise
is the most inclusive indicator
of true democracy and a
basic pre-requisite. Other
parameters aid in measuring

the refinement of processes
that allow for universal fran-
chises to be executed during
elections. The below parame-
ters offer a relevant set of
data that measures people’s
participation in governance
and are significant in calculat-
ing the functioning of democ-
racy in a nation: Women vot-
ing percentage: Women form
a major part of the popula-
tion, and yet, across the
world, have been kept away
from the ballot system for
socio-cultural reasons. Their
participation determines the
freedom of a notable part of
the population to implement
universal franchises.
Voter percentage: A clear
determinant of a popula-
tion’s participation in the
democratic exercise, voter
turnout in percentage terms
is a necessary parameter for
inclusion in such an index.
Electoral malpractices (such
as poll-related violence, bal-
lot stuffing, coercion regard-
ing voting choice etc.): The
prevention of exercising indi-
vidual freedom of choice in
electing one’s representative
through safe and secret exer-
cise of ballot options is a hin-
drance towards an exercise in
democracy. Judicial freedom
and access: The judiciary
maintains the functioning of
a democracy by upholding

the laws of the land. Its co-
option by powers within the
legislature, or by powers
inimical to the nation,
through institutionalized cor-
ruption or systemic exclusion
causes the citizenry to be
unable to access recourse
under national law.
Legislative freedom: Once
elected, the representatives
must have the freedom to
enact a policy they deter-
mine. The lack of political will
causes a weakened democra-
cy unable to then articulate a
people’s will. This does not
mean the passing of merely
popular and populist policies
such as hyperinflationary
welfare, but of policies that
ensure long-term citizen
well-being. Number of par-
ties participating in an elec-
toral contest: A thriving
democracy offers the free-
dom of choice to its individ-
ual. A smaller number of par-
ties can easily be co-opted by
vested interests such as cor-
porates or powerful individu-
als, rendering them puppets
rather than true democra-
cies. For example, the de-
facto win of a single party in
Singapore renders the coun-
try a single-party dictator-
ship, unarguably a benign
one.
Barriers to entry for new par-
ties and independent candi-
dates: To affect change with-
in a populace outside of
existing frameworks, repre-
sentatives must have the
option of functioning outside
of them. A lack of barriers to
creating political parties that
represent citizens at all lev-
els, local, regional and
national, is necessary to
ensure that democracy is an
ongoing and dynamic process
and not an unsustainable sys-

tem that can collapse with
the downfall of a few entities.
Campaigning by representa-
tives: Robust campaigning by
leaders who represent their
constituents is a sign of their
entrenchment in the political
system not being guaranteed
through unfair means such as
through electoral malprac-
tices. Moreover, it ensures
that citizens are aware of
their representatives and
their election
p ro m i s es .C o n st i t u e nts ’
knowledge of representatives
and election promises:
Campaigning is one of the
ways to enhance citizen
knowledge about candidates.
Digital messaging, use of
media and surveys to deter-
mine knowledge of party
manifestos determine if the
people understand who they
are being represented by and
if they wish to see the mani-
festo promises fulfilled.
Without such knowledge, the
citizenry can vote for candi-
dates under misguided prem-
ises and such an exercise can
derail a functioning democra-
cy for at least a single elec-
tion cycle, or even longer.
Citizen participation in gover-
nance at the grassroots:
Governance is not merely
top-down, much like repre-
sentation. The participation
of the people in their locali-
ties and communities deter-
mines their participation at
local levels. A more organised
decentralization functioning
within national conscious-
ness and constitutional man-
dates is necessary. Public
understanding of policy via
their government.
publicization: In a democra-

cy, citizens often participate
by seeking legal recourse as
well as accountability.

Last week, Russia once again pulled
the nuclear weapon threat out of its
sleeves, two days after US President
Donald Trump — following his meet-
ing with NATO Secretary General
Mark Rutte — threatened to impose
100 per cent secondary tariffs on
Moscow if it doesn’t reach a deal
with Kyiv in 50 days. Trump also con-
firmed that  “top-of-the-line”
weapons, including the Patriot mis-
sile defence system and batteries,
would be sent to Ukraine in an oper-
ation coordinated by NATO mem-
bers. Russia’s newly updated nuclear
doctrine apparently allows Moscow
to use nuclear weapons against a
non-nuclear weapon state that is
supported by a nuclear one, unset-
tling deterrence dynamics in Europe.
Though Trump’s about–turn on the
Russia-Ukraine war might bring some
sigh of relief in Kyiv, Moscow’s count-
er-threats echo a Biden-era tit-for-tat
escalation when Washington’s no-
holds-barred support for Ukraine’s
war efforts was met with Moscow’s
nuclear threats.  The question is: will
Trump’s threats be enough to affect
any change in Russia’s behaviour? Or
will such threats be counter-produc-
tive, embolden Putin’s hand, and
give him more ammunition to proj-
ect a Russia reclaiming its lost status
of parity with the US and standing up
to the combined might of the
Western alliance?  Sanctions are
meant to bite, and not just bark.
They are coercive economic tools
that the US and its Western allies
have often used as a default policy to
punish adversaries. However, do they
really affect consequential changes
in a country’s behaviour as expect-
ed? In the case of Russia, sanctions
have won tactical gains, but have
failed to achieve the desired strategic
goals.  US–led Western sanctions
have hit Russia since 2014, when the
latter annexed Crimea from Ukraine
after the Maidan Square event.
Though Russia has seen rising infla-

tion, labour shortage, and devalua-
tion of its currency, the sanctions
have had too little impact to make
Moscow kowtow. On the contrary,
the Central Bank of the Russian
Federation has kept the key rate at
21.5 percent per annum, indicating
that inflation and economic growth
are relatively stable under the cur-
rent circumstances. The Russian
stock exchange market has also con-
tinued to grow despite Trump’s
warnings. The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) has forecasted
Russia’s growth rate in 2025 at 1.5
per cent while the Russian Economic
Development Ministry has kept it at
2.5 per cent. This month, the US
Senate tabled additional sanctions
on Russia, calling them a ‘sledgeham-
mer’.
Sanctions on Russia will also impact

countries that trade with  Russia in
oil, gas, uranium, and other prod-
ucts. Such secondary sanctions on
third countries are reportedly pro-
posed to touch 500 per cent. Some
US lawmakers are even hinting at the
US, together with its European allies,
accessing frozen Russian assets,
including the $5 billion located in the
US, to dent Russia’s warfighting
resources and utilise the money in
Ukraine’s reconstruction. This would
be an unprecedented move as no US
president has ever taken the central
bank assets of a foreign country that
the US is not at war with.  However,
secondary sanctions have not been
too successful either, with Russia,
through its ‘shadow fleet’, exporting
energy to the other countries, includ-
ing China, Turkey, UAE, Belarus, and
Armenia. Moreover, partner coun-
tries of the US such as Turkey, UAE,
and Armenia have not participated in
sanctions, creating an enforcement
gap, helping Russia maintain access
to sanctioned goods and continue its
economic activities. A report, pub-
lished by the Kyiv School of
Economics,.

Trump’s sanctions have failed to deter

Russia. Now the West faces a dilemma
As the world confronts the realities of
climate change and energy insecurity,
solar energy presents itself not mere-
ly as a technological solution but as a
transformative geopolitical and devel-
opmental strategy. The International
Solar Alliance is uniquely positioned
to catalyse this transformation. But to
succeed, it must go beyond declara-
tions. It must now design and imple-
ment financial architectures capable
of supporting its ambitions. The
potential of solar energy is undeni-
able. It is modular, scalable, and
increasingly cost-effective. Yet, for the
nations most abundant in sunlight,
finance remains a key constraint. The
International Energy Agency esti-
mates that clean energy investments
in emerging economies must rise
from $770 billion in 2022 to over $2.2
trillion annually by 2030. A significant
portion of this must be allocated to
solar energy. 
However, the fiscal realities of many
countries—either still recovering from
the Covid-19 pandemic, burdened by
debt, or struggling to cope with press-

ing social needs—limit the ability of
governments to invest at scale. India’s
experience illustrates this well.
Despite policy successes in solar
deployment, the government’s ability
to directly invest in grid infrastructure
or generation assets is capped by fis-
cal deficit targets and debt ceilings.
Even green bonds, while helpful, are
bound by ring-fenced rules and are
limited in scale. Public financing,
therefore, can only act as a catalytic
lever—it cannot be the backbone.
Turning to the private sector, we find
both potential and limitations. Many
solar developers operate on highly
leveraged balance sheets, and with
rising global interest rates, the space
for fresh capital is narrowing.
Moreover, risks such as currency
volatility, regulatory uncertainty, and
weak transmission infrastructure
dampen investor appetite, especially
in frontier markets. Private capital is
crucial but requires structured entry
points, credible exit mechanisms, and
active risk mitigation to be effective.

India’s solar ambition needs financial vision –

ISA must move from commitments to execution

Punjab govt must take

Centre into confidence on

new anti-sacrilege bill

Critical minerals are the new oil. 
India can’t afford to depend on China

Reimagining democracy: Why India's call

for transparent rankings rattles the West
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Samsung partners with India
R&D for next-gen phone

speech AI

Delhi : Samsung is counting on its India research
hub to drive a global push toward voice-first AI,
putting its engineers at the center of the Galaxy
Al ecosystem. At a media roundtable, Samsung
R&D Institute India - Bengaluru (SRI-B) represen-
tative Mohan Rao said India is one of the compa-
ny's main Al locations outside Korea. "When it
will be voice-first relies on research discoveries.
Current research is extensive." Rao stated. "We
faced numerous hurdles in making Al models run
in the gadget. Native platforms must develop and
operate natural language ASRs well. We can then
consider voice-only phones." Multiple ecosystem
stakeholders say voice will be the main way con-
sumers connect with Al. In an interview, IndiaAl
Mission CEO Abhishek Singh said the organiza-
tion was creating voice-first Al models for Indian
languages. Tech companies like Google and
OpenAl will favor voice interfaces globally. Voice-
first Al could help Samsung's phones stand out
from competitors, as it sells its Al directly in con-
sumer hardware. 

Delhi: A government
paper reveals that India is
considering not regulat-
ing cryptocurrencies but
rather maintaining partial
monitoring, due to con-
cerns that integrating dig-
ital assets into the coun-
try's mainstream finan-
cial system could pose
s y s t e m i c
dangers.According to the
memo reviewed by
Reuters, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI)
believes that it would be
impossible to regulate
cryptocurrencies in a way
that effectively limits
their dangers.The inaugu-
ration of U.S. President

Donald Trump has coin-
cided with a rise in the
price of bitcoin, the most
valuable cryptocurrency
by market capitalization,
and a general improve-
ment in the worldwide
acceptability of cryp-
tocurrencies.Stablecoins,
a type of cryptocurrency

that is backed by fiat cur-
rency and hence less sus-
ceptible to violent
swings, have also been
legalized in the
US.Despite China's ongo-
ing cryptocurrency ban,
Reuters reported last
month that the country is
looking into a stablecoin.

India resists full crypto framework, fears systemic risks

Delhi: Adani
Enterprises Limited
would invest 70,000
crore in Nagpur,
Maharashtra, to
establish a coal gasifi-
cation and down-
stream derivatives
complex. This MoU
was signed with the
state government.
Project is projected to
enhance state energy
and industrial output
and create 30,000
jobs. The
Maharashtra govern-
ment signed five
MoUs worth 1.08 lakh
crore. Adani's invest-
ment tops. The com-

pany develops high-
growth enterprises
and spins them off as
independent compa-
nies in mining, infra-
structure (airports,
roads, data centres,
water management),
solar manufacturing,
defence, and edible
oils.Adani Enterprises

would invest ?70,000
crore in the
Integrated Surface
Coal Gasification and
D o w n s t r e a m
Derivatives Project in
Linga, Kamleshwar,
Nagpur to provide
next-generation ener-
gy solutions for
Maharashtra.

Delhi: One day after
stepping down as a
director, Vijay Singh,
vice chair of Tata
Trusts, was present at
the Tata Sons board
meeting.Tata Sons wel-
comed him attend the
meeting as a token of
their thanks for his
time on the board, but
since he had already
resigned, he was
unable to vote on any
matters on the agen-
da. Despite his status
as a nominated direc-
tor of Tata Trusts—the
parent company of
Tata Sons—Singh did
not have any addition-
al authority during
b o a r d
meet ings .Nominee
directors of Tata Trusts
have far more clout
than other directors at
Tata Sons; they can
veto acquisitions or
capital expenditure
programs worth more
than Rs 100 crore, for
example.But they still
need the majority vote
of the Tata Trusts
trustees to make deci-
sions. The only item on
the agenda that did
not pass was an invest-
ment plan that did not
receive approval from
Tata Trusts; all the oth-
ers included Air India,

Tata International, and
Tata Capital.After the
approval of the biggest
shareholder is
obtained, the proposal
would be reviewed
again at the subse-
quent board meeting

of Tata Sons. After
Singh left, the two
remaining nominee
directors at Tata Sons
are Noel Tata, chair-
man of Tata Trusts,
and Venu Srinivasan,
vice-chairman.

Age of retirement for Tata Trusts

trustees is something to think about

Delhi: India's largest
private port opera-
tor, Adani Group,
has banned entry of
tankers that are
sanctioned by
Western countries
at all of its ports -
sources said and
documents show
move that could hit
Russian oil supplies
for two Indian refin-
ers that regularly get
Russian oil delivered
at Adani's Mundra
Port in Gujarat.India
is the biggest buyer
of Russian seaborne
oil, mostly shipped
on tankers that are

sanctioned by the
European Union, the
US and Britain.

HPCL-Mittal
Energy, which oper-
ates a 226,000-bar-
rels per day
Bathinda refinery in
northern Punjab,
gets all of its crude
supplies at the
Mundra Port.The

port is also used by
Indian Oil Corp, the
country's biggest
refiner, for oil
imports. IOC gets
crude supplies for its
10 refineries at mul-
tiple ports in India.

Adani, IOC and
HMEL had no imme-
diate comment
when reached out.

Delhi: According to Nitin
Gadkari, India's minister
of road transport and
highways, Mercedes-
Benz has told the gov-
ernment that it plans to
increase production at
its plant outside of Pune
in order to fulfill its goal
of exporting "Made in
India" automobiles to

markets worldwide. The
chairman of Mercedes,
according to Gadkari,
informed him that the
production quality in
India is strong, which
has led the company to
consider increasing
manufacturing in the
nation to fulfill the
demands of worldwide

markets. "The chairman
of Mercedes was telling
me that they are going
to look at increasing the
productivity of
Mercedes in India... And
they want to export
Mercedes from here to
(markets) all over the
world," Gadkari said.
at the Auto Retail

Tata Capital's home financing

records substantial growth

Adani will spend 70,000 crore in Maha;

govt. inks five MoUs for 1.08 lakh

Gadkari says Mercedes-Benz wants

to export 'made in India' cars

Adani group bans 

sanctioned ships at ports

Delhi: After suffering under
the US's harsh tariff regime,
Indian seafood exporters are
about to receive a vital lifeline
in the EU. Shrimp exports,
which were struck particularly
hard by Washington's recent
50% tariff on Indian goods,
could see an immediate 20%

increase, according to the
Commerce Ministry. The
European Union (EU) cleared

102 new Indian fishing opera-
tions for export this month,
effectively eliminating all
pending permissions, marking
a significant milestone. With
the listings in place, which
encompass aquaculture units,
sea-caught processing facto-
ries, and cold storage facilities,

all of India's main seafood
exporters can now begin ship-
ping to the EU.India sent $1.1
billion worth of seafood to the
European Union in FY24, mak-
ing it the country's second-
biggest seafood export mar-
ket. 
The ministry anticipates that

Delhi: The advertising
exchange PubMatic Inc.
is suing Alphabet Inc.'s
Google, claiming that
Google has unlawfully
monopolized the ad
technology market and
is seeking billions of dol-
lars in damages. This is
the second lawsuit that
an advertising exchange
has filed against Google
in as many months. In
April, a federal judge
found that Google had
unlawfully monopolized
two important technol-
ogy markets, namely ad
exchanges and the tools
used by websites to sell
ad space, called ad
servers. The lawsuit was
filed in a federal court in
Virginia. Another trial to
determine whether

Google must divest por-
tions of its advertising
business to fix the
unlawful behavior is
scheduled to take place
this month before the
same Virginia judge who
agreed with the Justice
Department and a few
states in April. The US
Department of Justice
has demanded that the

corporation sell its AdX
advertising exchange
and enable its technolo-
gy to communicate with
competitors' systems
without delay. Instead
of selling off its assets,
Google plans to inte-
grate its advertising
exchange with other
technologies.
and put a compliance

Ad exchange sues Google for monopolistic violations

Delhi: Housing financ-
ing has been a consis-
tent area of growth for
Tata Capital, and the
company sees this as a
key component of its
overall retail growth
plan. Tata Capital
Housing Finance is
well-positioned to take
advantage of structural
opportunities in India's
underdeveloped hous-
ing finance sector, as its
portfolio expanded at a
robust 33 percent com-
pounded annual
growth rate between
FY23 and FY25. With an
increase from ?30,850
crore in FY24 and
?22,100 crore in FY23,
the home loan seg-
ment of the firm now
accounts for ?38,400
crore, or 17 percent, of
Tata Capital’s consoli-
dated gross loan book
as of March-end.This
represents a gain of
74% over the past two
years and a 24%
increase over the past
year, suggesting that

the demand for resi-
dential credit is still
high and that the cate-
gory is expanding. Tata
Capital continues to

cater to a diverse range
of clients, including
salaried individuals,
entrepreneurs.
and small enterprises,

Delhi : India and the United
Arab Emirates are targeting
$100 billion in trade by 2030,
excluding oil and precious
metals, India’s commerce min-
istry said in a statement.The
target was decided during a
meeting between Union com-
merce and industry minister
Piyush Goyal and the UAE’s
minister of foreign trade, Dr.
Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi,
in New Delhi last week. They
were reviewing bilateral trade
between the two countries
under the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) that came
into effect in 2022. Both lead-
ers stressed deeper coopera-
tion in emerging sectors
renewable energy.

India, UAE set $100 bn

non-oil trade goal by 2030

EU to Give a Hand to India's Seafood Exports Following US Tariff

Delhi: Amazon is
preparing for an even
greater surge in festive
sales this year as a
result of the reorgani-
zation of GST slabs,
which would lower the
prices of many con-
sumer goods. This will
increase spending by
the salaried class,
many of whom look for
online offers when
purchasing products,
especially for expen-
sive ones. Outside of
ethnic clothing, which
is the norm for festi-
vals, the most pur-
chased items during
festivals tend to be
smartphones, gadgets,

and durables. We
anticipate a greater
increase in holiday
sales compared to pre-
vious year. Regardless,
consumers typically
wait for sales to begin
before making large
purchases; however,
this time around, the
trend has quickened
thanks to the GST cuts.
Customers can expect
to save a ton of money
this holiday season
because to merchants'
enticing bargains and a
drop in GST on millions
of products, according
to Saurabh Srivastava,
VP of categories at
Amazon India.

Amazon eyes bumper sales

Delhi: Wall Street
indexes rose in chop-
py rises as in-line
European markets
ended flat, continuing
their 10-week win-
ning streak. The
Federal Reserve is
expected to decrease
interest rates twice
this year, according to
U.S. inflation figures.
crude prices fell 1%,
the first monthly
decline since
November, as mar-
kets braced for fresh
levies from
Washington and
crude exports from
Iraq's Kurdistan

region. According to a
White House source,
President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy of Ukraine
will depart the Oval
Office early Friday
after a contentious
meeting with Trump.
Following reports of
falling yearly inflation
and sluggish con-
sumer spending in
the latest statistics
tracked by the
Federal Reserve, U.S.
Treasury rates hit
multi-month lows. A
drop of 2.93 points,
or 0.34%, was record-
ed by MSCI's global
stock index. 

When oil prices drop every

month, US stocks go up

Delhi: As a comfort to
packaged goods mak-
ers who were waiting
for labelling and pack-
aging clarity to figure
out how to pass the
GST gains on to cus-
tomers, the govern-
ment has authorized
them to display revised
MRPs on unsold old
packets of items. But
before the end of the

year, businesses must
sell off their old inven-
tory. The consumer
affairs ministry
announced on Tuesday
that until December 31
or until supplies run
out, whichever comes
first, makers, packers,
or importers of pre-
packaged goods can
show amended MRPs.

The government has

Govt allows companies to display

revised MRP on old unsold packs
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