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Dehradoon

Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami held a

review meeting on at the Veer Chandra Singh Garhwali

Auditorium in the Secretariat regarding the preparations for

the Kumbh Mela 2027 in Haridwar.During the meeting, the

Chief Minister instructed officials to complete all Kumbh-

related preparations by October. He also directed that all

construction work, keeping in mind the requirements of the

Kumbh, should be completed within the stipulated time.

Special attention should be paid to the quality of all con-

struction work. No work or file related to the Kumbh should

remain pending at the government level. Accountability will

be fixed for any delay in work. The Chief Minister said that

the state government priority is to ensure a grand, magnifi-

cent and successful organization of the Kumbh Mela.The

Chief Minister instructed the Secretary, PWD, to appoint

technical officers for the Kumbh Mela within the next 24

hours. He said that all bridges in the Kumbh area should be

audited. He also directed that all ghats in the Kumbh area

should be beautified and renovated as needed. He said that

bathing facilities should be provided for devotees at Har Ki

Pauri and all other Ghats.The Chief Minister said that a

detailed action plan should be prepared for sanitation in the

Mela area. Toilets and drinking water facilities should be

available at all major locations. Adequate security forces and

water Police should be deployed.  Drones, CCTV cameras

and other modern equipment should also be used for security

purposes. He said that a separate detailed action plan should

be prepared for law and order, parking and crowd manage-

ment during the fair.The Chief Minister said that land alloca-

tion to various akhadas (religious sects) in the Kumbh Mela

area should be done on time. The Mela Officer should per-

sonally monitor this. Coordination should be maintained

with all akhadas, monasteries, saints, organizations, commit-

tees and local people. The preparations for the fair should be

made in accordance with their suggestions. The Chief

Minister said that a large-scale anti-encroachment drive

should be conducted in the Kumbh area so that people do

not face difficulties in commuting during the Kumbh.The

Chief Minister said that permissions related to forest matters

should be obtained quickly. The Chief Minister instructed

officials to coordinate with other states as well. He said that

all development work related to the fair should be visible not

only on paper but also on the ground. The Chief Minister

directed that preparations for accommodation and the tent

city be completed on time and that arrangements be made

for temporary hospitals, ambulances and mobile medical

teams in the fair area.The Chief Minister said that the

Kumbh Mela is a major religious event for our culture, faith

and millions of devotees. It is the duty of all of us to make

this event a success.  Every devotee who comes to the state

should leave with a positive experience.Present at the meet-

ing were Cabinet Minister Subodh Uniyal, MLA Madan

Kaushik, Adesh Chauhan, Renu Bisht, Anupama Rawat,

Ravi Bahadur, Vice Chairman of the Uttarakhand

Infrastructure Monitoring Council Vishwas Dabar, Chief

Secretary Anand Vardhan, DGP Deepam Seth, Principal

Secretaries L. Fanai and RK Sudhanshu, Secretaries Shailesh

Bagoli and Nitesh Jha, Kumbh Mela Officer Sonika Singh

and other Officials.

Chief Minister Reviews

Preparations for Kumbh

Mela 2027

Lucknow

Legislative budget session,
members of the Samajwadi
Party staged an inappropriate
Protest inside and outside the
House, including against the
reconstruction work at
Manikarnika Ghat in Kashi.
In this regard, Urban
Development and Energy
Minister A.K Sharma strongly
condemned the opposition
actions, stating that the
attempt by Samajwadi Party
MLA to Prevent the Governor
from speaking by shouting
slogans in the House on the
first day of the session was
highly reprehensible and
unfortunate. This act is not
only contrary to the dignity of
a constitutional office but,
especially given that it was
directed at a female
Governor, it is a blatant viola-
tion of democratic norms. He
expressed his gratitude to the
Governor, saying that despite
all the disruptions, she com-
pleted her address with great
Patience, which reflects her
respect for Parliamentary tra-
ditions.Opposition to the

Development of Kashi,
including Manikarnika Ghat,
is an attack on Sanatan
Dharma: Minister A.K
SharmaUrban Development
and Energy Minister A.K
Sharma said that the protest
by Samajwadi Party MLA
against the construction and
development work at
Manikarnika Ghat in Varanasi
on the first day of the session
reflects their negative
Politics. He clarified that
improving the facilities at
Manikarnika Ghat is a neces-

sity. Given the growing popu-
lation and the increasing
number of people coming for
last rites, the expansion and
streamlining of facilities are
essential.Minister Sharma
said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi deep faith in
Sanatan culture and his
respect for Lokmata Rani
Ahilyabai Holkar are well-
known. The naming of insti-
tutions after Ahilyabai Holkar
and the grand celebrations of
her 300th birth anniversary
across the country are Proof

of this. 
He said that those who lack
any substantive issues are the
ones who oppose every
development project. Whether
it is the Kashi Vishwanath
Corridor or the development
of Manikarnika Ghat—all
these projects are strengthen-
ing the cultural glory of
Kashi. He wholeheartedly
commends the unprecedented
development taking place
across the country, including
in Kashi, under the leadership
of the Prime Minister.

Lucknow

Uttar Pradesh Water Resources
Minister Swatantra Dev Singh
has given clear instructions to
complete the work of Providing
water supply to all households
in the Bundelkhand and
Vindhya regions within 30 days.
Reviewing the progress of the
Jal Jeevan Mission Projects in
Vindhya and Bundelkhand at
the Lucknow office of the Water
Corporation (Rural) today, the
Water Resources Minister
issued an ultimatum to the com-
panies working on the Project,
stating that if the work is not
completed within 30 days, FIR
Will be filed against the
Companies. The Water
Resources Minister expressed
displeasure over the slow Pace
of work by BGCC and L&T in

Vindhya and Bundelkhand. He
said that if the work is not com-
pleted within the stipulated
time, an FIR will be registered
against the company owners
and they will be sent to jail.
Speaking to the media after the
review meeting, the Water
Resources Minister said that all
the Projects in the Bundelkhand
and Vindhya regions were
reviewed.  Except for 4-5
schemes, 100 percent of the
work has been completed in all
the schemes. Water supply is
being Provided to 100 Percent
of households in most villages.
He informed that in about three
percent of the villages, regular
water supply has been affected
due to damaged pipelines or
other reasons. Instructions have
been given to rectify these
issues immediately.  During the

meeting, Additional Chief
Secretary Namami Gange and
Rural Water Supply Department
Anurag Srivastava, MD of
Water Corporation Rural Dr.
Rajasekhar and Executive
Director of State Water Supply
and Sanitation Mission
Prabhash Kumar were
Present.In the review meeting,
the Water Resources Minister

instructed the Executive
Engineers and officials of all
the districts to keep the Public
representatives informed about
every situation. He instructed
them to Provide complete infor-
mation about the work being
done under the Scheme. The
Water Resources Minister also
directed that action be taken
against officials who fail to do
so. He also instructed the
Executive Engineers and other
officials of the district to visit
the villages and resolve the
problems faced by the vil-
lagers.In the review meeting,
the Water Resources Minister
instructed that in the villages
where 100 percent of house-
holds are receiving water sup-
ply. 

A water festival will be
celebrated in all those villages

from March 8th to 22nd.
Following the instructions of
the Jal Shakti Minister, the State
Water Supply and Sanitation
Mission has started preparations
to celebrate the water festival in
approximately 22,000 villages
across the State. During the
review meeting, the Jal Shakti
Minister launched the Jal Sarthi
app for the quick resolution of
water supply-related problems.
This app will Provide informa-
tion about every village con-
nected to the Jal Jeevan
Mission. Through the app, vil-
lagers will be able to get com-
plete information about the
water supply situation in their
village, the expenditure on the
project, and the status of ongo-
ing projects. The names and
contact numbers of officials will
also be available.

Lucknow

The Uttar Pradesh
Legislative Assembly
budget session began
on Monday, with the
state budget scheduled
to be Presented on
February 11.  The ses-
sion began with disrup-
tions from the opposi-
tion. Even before the
Governor address,
Samajwadi Party (SP)
MLA disrupted the
Proceedings by raising
Slogans in the House
and Protesting against
the Yogi
Government.MLA Dr.
Rajeshwar Singh from
Sarojini Nagar Strongly
reacted to this incident.
He stated through his
social media Platforms
that the disruption by
opposition Parties dur-
ing the Governor
address in the
Assembly is reprehen-
sible and contrary to
democratic norms. The
Governor address is a

constitutional Process
and disrupting it with-
out even listening to it
undermines
Parliamentary tradi-

tions and the Dignity of
Democracy.Dr.
Rajeshwar Singh fur-
ther said that Protesting
is the constitutional

right of the opposition,
but this Protest should
be through debate,
arguments and facts,
not through noise, dis-

order and disrupting
the Proceedings of the
House.  
A Protest without lis-
tening cannot be called

constructive Politics in
any sense, rather, it
reflects a negative
mindset.Dr. Singh said
that the Legislative
Assembly is the high-
est democratic institu-
tion, funded by the tax-
payers' money.
Disrupting its proceed-
ings is a misuse of tax-
payers' hard-earned
money and an insult to
Public trust. He urged
the opposition to Play
a Positive role, stating
that a responsible and
constructive opposition
is essential for a
healthy democracy.
Such an opposition
should listen first, then
understand and only
then challenge the gov-
ernment within consti-
tutional limits.

The Politics of
disruption does not
strengthen democracy,
rather, dialogue and
meaningful debate are
the true Strength of
Democracy.

FIR to be filed against companies that fail

to Provide water supply to 100 Percent of

households within 30 days: Swatantra Dev

Disruption Before Governor Address a Violation
of Democratic Norms: Dr. Rajeshwar Singh

Ghaziabad 

Municipal Commissioner
Vikramaditya Singh Malik
inaugurated an AI and
Digital Lab at the Municipal
Corporation school located
in Bhopura Kuti. The
Shaheed Vijay Singh Pathik
Saraswati Vidya Mandir
Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation Kuti Bhopura
school has 238 girl students
and for their bright future,
the Municipal Commissioner
facilitated a CSR initiative
through Adama India
Limited. Under this initia-
tive, a lab was established in
the School, equipped with a
large LED screen, 20 com-
puters, internet access,
Chairs and tables. The AI
??and Digital Lab for the
students was inaugurated by
the Municipal Commissioner
by cutting the ribbon.
Present on the occasion were
Principal Seema Srivastava,
Nawab Singh Pawar, Suraj
Sharma, R.B. Malik, Amit
from Adama India Limited,
and others. The team from
the collaborating NGO,
Nirman Organization, was
also present, as was
Councillor Ompal Singh.The
inauguration ceremony of
the lab at the Ghaziabad
Municipal Corporation
school in Kuti Bhopura was
a grand event. The
Municipal Commissioner lit
a lamp and encouraged the
girl students to move for-
ward in the modern era,
emphasizing that being tech-
savvy is crucial for them. He

instructed the principal to
start computer classes in the
school and encouraged both
the students and teachers to
adopt and learn high-tech
methods through the AI
??and Digital Lab. He moti-
vated the students and teach-
ers Present at the event and
Praised the preparations for
the program. He also com-
mended the attractive selfie
point created by the students
using broken benches as part
of the 'Waste to Best' initia-
tive.  Seeing the talent and
artistry of the students, the
Municipal Commissioner
praised their efforts and
encouraged them to excel
further in the field of art
using computers. The
Municipal Commissioner
stated that similar labs have
been started for girl students
in other schools under the
Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation. He emphasized
that it is crucial for girls to
be tech-savvy to keep pace
with the modern era. He also

mentioned that girl students
from the Ghaziabad
Municipal Corporation are
making a name for them-
selves in the field of sports.
The Municipal
Commissioner urged the stu-
dents to be aware of cleanli-
ness and to encourage their
parents to be equally con-
scious of hygiene. Those
present at the event took
selfies at the selfie point
made from recycled waste.
The Municipal
Commissioner thanked all
the students, the principal,
teachers, Parents and local
residents Present. He also
specifically thanked the
company that carried out the
CSR (Corporate Social
Responsibility) initiative. At
the end of the program, the
Municipal Commissioner
toured the entire school and
inspected the seating
arrangements, drinking
water facilities, toilets and
the open-air gym for the
Students.

I commend the Development Work undertaken by the PM

across the country, including in Kashi: A.K. Sharma

Being tech-savvy is crucial for girl
students in the modern era:

Municipal Commissioner
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Prayagraj. The administra-
tion has taken a tough
stance against land mafias
in Prayagraj district, signal-
ing an intensification of
action. A review meeting of
the Anti-Land Mafia Task
Force was held at the camp
office on Tuesday under the
chairmanship of District
Magistrate Manish Kumar
Verma. During the meeting,
the DM gave clear instruc-
tions to ensure strict action
against identified land
mafias under the Goonda
Act, Gangster Act, and
other legal provisions.The
District Magistrate directed
the Sub-District
Magistrates and Assistant
Police Commissioners to
identify land mafias active
in the district and take
prompt and effective action
against them, ensuring no
criminals escape the law.
He said that individuals
against whom repeated
complaints of illegal occu-
pation of government or
public land have been
received should be identi-
fied as land mafias in
accordance with govern-

ment orders.The District
Magistrate directed all Sub-
Divisional Magistrates to
convene a meeting of the
Anti-Land Mafia Task
Force at the tehsil level
within 15 days. He also
stated that government land
encroached by land mafias
should be freed on a priori-
ty basis.In the meeting, the
District Magistrate directed
all departments, including
the Municipal Corporation,
District Panchayat,

Prayagraj Development
Authority, Basic Education
Department, and Public
Works Department, to
immediately provide a
detailed list of any illegal
encroachments on their
departmental land and
ensure action is taken to
free it. Furthermore, all
departments were instructed
to provide a certificate con-
firming that their land is
free of any illegal
encroachments.The DM

also stated that details of
identified land mafias
should be uploaded to the
designated portal and
updated periodically. He
emphasized the need for a
special campaign to remove
encroachments from gov-
ernment lands.
Those identified by the
administration as land
mafia include Waqar
Ahmed (Rasulpur Kashipur,
Police Station Puramufti),
Arvind Kumar Kesarwani

(Preetam Nagar,
Dhoomanganj), Jasim
Ahmed (Alka Bihar Colony,
Bamrauli), Pramod Kumar
Keswani (Chayal Pipri,
Kaushambi), Zaid Khalid
(Alka Bihar Colony,
Bamrauli), Rahil Siddiqui
(Puramufti), Mahmood
Akhtar (Chafri Atrampur,
Nawabganj), Abu Zaid
(Alka Bihar, Bamrauli
Poghat), Dilshad (Mariadih,
Tehsil Sadar), Dhirendra
Pratap Singh, Vikas Singh

(Village Sarbhuja, Bhojpur
Bihar) and Amit Kumar
Shukla (Sohbatiyabag).SP
City Manish Shandilya,
Additional District
Magistrate (Nazul) Sanjay
Pandey, Additional District
Magistrate Administration
Pooja Mishra, Additional
District Magistrate Supply
along with all Sub-District
Magistrates, Tehsildars and
officials of the concerned
departments were present in
the meeting.

Administration tightens its grip on land mafias, action

will be taken under the Goonda and Gangster Acts

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. A workshop on
Safe Internet Day was organ-
ized on Tuesday in Sangam
Auditorium to prevent cyber-
crime and use the internet safe-
ly. District Magistrate Manish
Kumar Verma chaired the
workshop. During the work-
shop, officials, employees,
women, youth, and the general
public were made aware of safe
options for smart technology
and the responsible use of artifi-
cial intelligence (AI).The work-
shop began with the Assistant
District Information Officer
providing detailed information
on this year's Safe Internet Day
theme: "Smart Technology, Safe
Options, Safe and Responsible
Use of AI." Through a PPT, he
explained how prudent use of
AI and the internet can ensure
security at the individual, social,
and government levels.
Representatives from govern-
ment offices, educational insti-
tutions, public service centers,
and the private sector were
made aware of the importance

of cyber hygiene.Experts
answered questions posed by
women and citizens present at
the workshop. Information was
provided about cyber threats
such as AI voice cloning fraud,
deepfake videos, AI chatbot
impersonation, AI-generated
phishing messages, and fraudu-
lent investment schemes.
Advice was also given to avoid
sharing OTPs and confidential

information with anyone, to
verify the authenticity of voice
notes, photos, and videos, and
to make payments only after
verifying emergency payment
requests.The workshop also
emphasized the importance of
downloading mobile apps only
from authentic sources, using
privacy settings correctly on
social media and apps, and
staying updated with official

cybersecurity alerts and aware-
ness programs. Essential infor-
mation was also provided to the
public through banners and QR
codes.City Magistrate Vinod
Kumar Singh, Additional City
Magistrate Digvijay Singh,
Additional District Information
Officer Pratima Mishra, and
officials and employees from
various departments were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. The Children's Festival, "Towards

Progress, Self-Respect, and Success 2.0," held

on Tuesday at the District Project Office,

Samagra Shiksha Campus, provided a vibrant

platform for children's self-confidence, creativi-

ty, and expression. Children shared stories of

positive changes in their lives from the stage,

while posters and comics conveyed the message

of equality and self-respect.The program was

inaugurated by Chief Guest, DIET Principal

Rajendra Pratap, by garlanding the statue of

Goddess Saraswati. On this occasion, District

Nodal and National Mentor for Girls' Education,

Shatrunjay Sharma, stated that the National

Education Policy 2020 places special emphasis

on providing children with a platform to express

their views and showcase their talents. To this

end, the Meena Manch is being conducted in

council upper primary and composite schools,

which promotes self-esteem, life skills, and gen-

der equality in children.He explained that the

objective of the "Pragati 2.0" program is to

share the transformations and success stories of

children through the Meena Manch and self-

esteem activities. The event was based on inter-

active activities, in which students selected from

the development block level participated. Five

schools were selected from each block, and sto-

ries of transformation and comic books were

compiled. The best participants were then

selected at the district level.District Coordinator

Santosh Tiwari stated that the jury included Dr.

Janardan Singh, Dr. Poonam Singh of the State

Institute of Education, and Dr. Veerbhadra

Pratap Singh of the Diet. In the "Story of My

Change" category, Shraddha from Karchana,

Urvashi from Kaudihar, Khushboo Patel from

Kaundhiara, Anamika from Soraon, and Shivani

from Saidabad were selected. In the poster-mak-

ing competition, Sanskar from Bahadurpur,

Shivani Pal from Jasra, Shivni from

Bhagwatpur, Shashi from Pratappur, and

Sanjana from the city area took first place.All

selected students will have the opportunity to

showcase their talent at the divisional level. 

District Basic Education Officer Anil

Kumar honored 60 students participating in the

program with certificates. Mementos were also

presented to the children selected for the divi-

sional level. The facilitators of the winning stu-

dents were also honored.Anuragini Singh and

Antariksh Shukla played a key role in the suc-

cessful organization of the program. Rashmi

Pandey and Ramendra Saxena were in charge of

the poster-making competition, while Rushda

Naheed and Atul Kumar Jaiswal moderated the

"Story of My Change" competition. Pushpa and

Pratesh, students of Composite School, Rajpur,

moderated the stage.

Cultural presentations were given by Abha

Rani and Shweta Nirmal, while rangoli was cre-

ated by Mamta Gupta. Mastak Mani and

Poonam Chaudhary handled the writing of the

certificates.District Basic Education Officer

Anil Kumar said that the students selected at the

district level will now participate in the divi-

sional level competition. This Children's

Festival proved to be a meaningful initiative

towards strengthening self-respect, creative

thinking, and self-expression in students.

Children's voices resonated at the Children's Festival, 

narrating stories of success and change from the stage

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh 

Manda, Prayagraj.
On Tuesday, as part of
National Deworming
Day, a special cam-
paign was launched in
the Manda area to
administer
Albendazole to school-
children. Dr. Vijay
Kumar, Medical
Officer at the
Community Health
Center, Manda, began
the campaign by
administering the med-
icine to students at the
Higher Primary
School, Bharatganj.On
this occasion, Dr.

Vijay Kumar stated
that a healthy body is
the foundation for a
bright future. He
explained that intestin-
al worm infections
adversely affect chil-
dren's physical and
mental development,
making it crucial to
take medication regu-
larly. He advised chil-
dren to practice
hygiene, wash hands
before meals and after
defecation, and pay
special attention to
cleanliness.Health
workers informed the
children about the ben-
efits of Albendazole
and its administration.

There was an atmos-
phere of excitement in
the school campus
regarding the cam-
paign.The school's act-
ing headmistress, Renu
Dwivedi, assistant
teacher Ashutosh
Kumar, and other
teachers were present
at the event. The
health department
team played an active
role in making the
campaign a
success.The cam-
paign's objective is to
raise awareness among
children about preven-
tion of worm infec-
tions and ensure their
better health. 

Children were administered
Albendazole on National

Deworming Day

Workshop on Safe Internet Day, awareness created on

AI and cybersecurity Held in Sangam Auditorium

under the chairmanship of DM
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India has enjoyed historical,
cultural and civilisational links
with Central Asia for several
millennia. Brisk trade of goods,
ideas and thoughts took place
from India to Central Asia and
beyond over the Silk Road
from 3rd century BC to 15th
century AD. Buddhism trav-
elled to Afghanistan, Central
Asia and western China from
India over this route. India and
the Central Asian Republics
(CARs) viz. Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan
shared vibrant economic, peo-
ple-to-people and cultural ties
till recent times when the lat-
ter were a part of the Soviet
Union.India has not been able

to take full advantage of its
close ancient linkages with this
region after their independ-
ence from the erstwhile Soviet
Union in 1991 because it does
not share a de facto land
boundary with any of these
countries (although de jure it
shares a border with Tajikistan
through the Pakistan-
Occupied Kashmir). To over-
come this obstacle, several ini-
tiatives which have been in the
pipeline for many years have
now been fast-tracked. Two of
the most significant are the
International North South
Transport Corridor (INSTC) and
the Chabahar port. 
Evolution of relations
In current times, Central Asian

Republics constitute the
extended neighbourhood of
India. Peace and security in
Central Asia is critical to peace
and stability in India. This is
intimately connected with
peace and security in
Afghanistan. Three Central
Asian Republics — Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan
— share borders with
Afghanistan.
India and Central Asia need to
collaborate with other region-
al powers like Russia, Iran,
China and Pakistan as also
with the US and the EU to pro-
mote security and stability in
Afghanistan. The advent of the
Taliban regime in Afghanistan
in August 2021 after the sud-

den and unceremonious with-
drawal of the US and NATO
troops has introduced further
complications in promoting
connectivity between India
and Central Asia. In addition to
the above, the region is also
richly endowed with natural
and mineral resources like oil,
gas (Turkmenistan contains
the world’s fourth largest
reserves of natural gas), urani-
um (Kazakhstan is the world’s
largest producer of uranium
ore and has the world’s second
largest reserve of this miner-
al), lead, iron ore, coal, rare
earths, water, etc. The region
can contribute to India’s ener-
gy security through fossil fuels
and hydro-power.

As the world witnesses anti-Semitic protests
erupting across universities in the United States,
numerous questions regarding Western media
reporting have ignited among free thinkers. This
isn’t the first instance of the Western media’s
hypocritical behaviour coming to light; rather, it
signals the onset of the worst credibility crisis
the Western media has faced since its inception.
With the advent of digitalisation and the rise of
social media, previously unheard voices are now
gaining prominence and challenging the estab-
lished credibility of hegemonised media outlets.
Numerous articles and books have been penned
with the aim of exposing and debunking the
orchestrated agenda of the Western media.
The worst phase for the credibility of the
Western media reached its zenith when it tried
to create a perception regarding the possession
of WMD (Weapon of Mass Destruction) in Iraq
under the reign of military general Saddam
Hussain without giving any evidence to their
claims. There have been allegations in the
Western media pertaining to the reporting of
the possession of WMD by Iraq that it favoured
the narrative that justified the NATO-led inva-
sion of Iraq. The United Nations Monitoring,
Verification, and Inspection Commission
(UNMOVIC) Chief Weapons Inspector Hans Blix
said in January 2003 that Iraq had cooperated
well with the investigation team, and after the
completion of the investigation on whether Iraq
possessed WMD, they did not find any evidence
pertaining to the alleged claims of the presence
of WMD. Was it the first instance or the last,
when the United States and the Western media
accepted its mistake and tendered an apology?
The answer to this question is no. There have
been several instances in history where the US
acted as the aggressor and participated in the
killings of innocents, more than what we know
about Hitler-led Germany. In the context of
India, there have been various instances in his-
tory when the Western media have shown
hypocrisy in covering similar issues through two
lenses and tried to present different perspec-
tives catering to their interests. In the pandem-
ic era, the Western media left no stone
unturned to criticise India for the number of
deaths due to COVID-19, labour migrants, vac-
cines, etc., ignoring all the efforts of the Indian
government that micromanaged the crisis with
a population of around 1.3 billion people
(approximately). Similarly, during the Russia-
Ukraine war, there was a huge influx of negative
reporting in the context of India, especially
when she abstained from voting in a UN
General Assembly that condemned Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine and the oil was purchased
from Russia despite calls for sanctions on India.
Assessing the level of anti-India reporting by the
Western media, India’s External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar said while addressing a joint press
conference with his German counterpart
Annalena Baerbock in December 2022, “Our
trade with Russia is at a very small level—
$12–13 billion, in comparison to European
countries.” “I would urge you to look at these
figures. There is a website called ‘Russia Fossil
Fuel Tracker’ that would give you country-by-
country data of who is really importing what,
and I suspect that might be very, very helpful,”
he added. The statement was made during a
period when the Western media sparked a con-
troversy about India by asserting that it was pro-
viding financial support to Russia for the war.
The hypocrisy of Western media
Recently, more than 100 students and
faculty members have been
arrested in a pro-Palestine
protest at the University of
California, Berkeley, which is
yet another centre of anti-
Asian and anti-Semitic activi-
ties in the United States. 

This year forest fire has cre-
ated mass destruction in
Uttarakhand. Visitors touring
the hill state are shocked by
the sight of smoke coming
out from the forest. The
smoke has affected the air
quality and visibility. The
local people are looking at
the sky and praying to the
rain god to come for their
rescue in controlling and
defusing the forest fire.
Forest fire remains a major
problem for the Uttarakhand
forest department, especially
during summer. This year
over one thousand incidents
of forest fire have been
reported from different parts
of the hill state. The raging
fire has affected 1,318
hectares of land (data till 8
May). The forest department
assesses a loss of over Rs 29
Lakh due to forest fire. Heavy
deployment of forest staff,
local people and others has
been made to help douse the
flames. Even the Indian Air
Force choppers are in opera-
tion. On the grave situation,
Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Dhami said, “Our
government is working on
every front to control forest
fires. Along with taking the
help of the army, forest offi-
cers have also been instruct-
ed to reach ground zero and
control the forest fire. Our
government is also ensuring
strict action against the mis-
creants who are causing
damage to forests by setting
them on fire.” The forest fire

is an annual phenomenon in
Uttarakhand. Some years the
loss is high and sometimes
low. This year a record num-
ber of incidents have taken
place and this again demands
active involvement of the
local community in control-
ling the forest fire.
Why do forest fires take
place?
More than 99 per cent of the
forest fires are man-made.
Less than one per cent of
fires take place due to natural
reasons or accidentally. Like a
power grid falling due to
heavy storms and other odd
instances. This year the forest
fire is raging in Uttarakhand
due to low rainfall received
during winter. The grass is dry
and due to low moisture the
fire has become rampant in
different areas. Many allege

that the forest department
staff set fire to hide their
failed plantation projects.
Why do villagers set fire?
\Villagers set fire for many
reasons. To get new grass in
monsoon the dry bushes are
burned. Local people also
clear bushes from the village
area to remove hiding places
of leopards and other wild
animals. Miscreants also set
up fires for fun. Very recently
three youths from another
state were arrested at
Gairsain (Chamoli) for pro-
moting forest fire by shooting
reel for social media. Many
times the villagers set fire as
a precautionary measure.
They set fire near their village
when they see the forest fire
approaching their habitat
area. This is done to avoid
forest fires causing harm in

the village and clearing the
dry grass in advance.
Role of local community
The role of the local commu-
nity is big as even after
receiving information about
any fire the forest depart-
ment staff will take some
time to reach the affected
area. On the other hand,
local villagers can instantly
reach the affected area and
help in early intervention.
Renowned environmentalist
Chandi Prasad Bhatt says,
“Forest department alone
can’t control forest fire. They
need active support and
cooperation from the vil-
lagers. Groups should be
formed in the village and
they should be provided all
support. Awareness should
be created at grassroots level
about fighting forest fires.”

High casualty this season
Four persons have lost their
lives and four others have
sustained high burns this for-
est fire season (till 8 May) in
Uttarakhand. The state forest
department claims that no
loss of animal life was report-
ed from any part of the state.
Plantation in over 16
hectares of land was affected
and 427 trees were destroyed
in the forest fire.
Pine needles are considered

to play a major role in
spreading fire. Social activist
Vijay Jardhari says, “Villagers
should be involved and they
should be provided equip-
ment and other support.
Only villagers can tackle for-
est fires as they understand
their forest well. Efforts
should be made to utilise the
pine needles for power gen-
eration and making other
products.” t is generally
observed that the forest fire
gets controlled by occasional
rains in Uttarakhand.
Bageshwar and Pithoragarh
districts received much
awaited showers on
Wednesday.

Most of the forest fires in
these two districts were
doused. The Indian
Meteorological Department
has predicted rainfall in many
districts in Uttarakhand in the
coming days.

People are praying
for the weather forecast to
turn true and extinguish the
forest fire to turn their life
normal.

After one of the most
headline-grabbing and
glitzy pre-wedding func-
tions in the recent
past(Anant Ambani and
his soon-to-be wife
Radhika Merchant) just a
few days ago, a drastical-
ly different romantic
union has captured the
public’s imagination in
the past week or so: the
nuptials of two of India’s
high profile criminals,
Gangster Sandeep alias
Kala Jathedi and ‘history
sheeter’, Anuradha
Chaudhary who also
goes by the moniker
‘Madam Minz’, in Delhi’s
Dwarka. It was an unusu-
al wedding with most of
the baraatis/wedding
guests being heavily
armed policemen,
including SWAT com-
mandoes carrying hi-
tech weapons, deployed
to prevent the gangster
from escaping and also
to protect him from rival
gangs’ assassination
attempts. Sandeep who
is currently incarcerated
at Tihar jail was granted
parole between 10 am to
4 pm to complete his
wedding rituals. A
known associate of
gangster Lawrence
Bishnoi, Kala Jathedi
faces over a dozen cases
of armed robbery,
attempts to murder,
murder and extortion in
Delhi, Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh. His lady love
Anuradha Chaudhary is
no shy bride, a ‘history
sheeter’ herself current-
ly out on bail, and facing
several cases involving
money laundering,
abduction, and illegal

arms in Rajasthan and
Delhi. The lovey-dovey
twosome’s romance
reportedly started in
2020, when they were
introduced through a
mutual associate Vicky
Singh in Indore. Delhi
Special Cell proved to be
quite the Grinch as they
arrested our local Bonnie
and Clyde-inspired cou-
ple from a dhaba on the
Yamuna-Saharanpur
expressway in July of
2021. The couple
remained devoted to
each other and finally
married on Tuesday, 12
February Though proba-
bly not an aspiration to
most people, this unso-
ciable and misanthropic
love story is the stuff
movie scripts and novels
are made of. There is a
word for it in the English
dictionary: hybristophil-
ia. It is defined as feeling
romantic or sexual
arousal for criminals or
an act of crime by itself.
Psychologists say, shared
experiences or common
tendencies and habits
are often an emotional
binding factor, so this
could also be a reason
for real-life criminal cou-
ples to fall in love with
each other. As distasteful
as this phenomenon
might be, there are
many such couples in
history, their infatuation
and intimacy ignited by a
common passion for psy-
chopath ic/cr imina l
behaviour. Some of the
more high-profile prece-
dents for such romantic
unions are: Bonnie and
Clyde: One of the most
iconic outlaw couples of
the 20th century Bonnie

Parker and Clyde Barrow
were idolized for their
dedication to each other
through prison breaks,
robberies and murder.
They met each other at a
mutual friend’s place in
West Dallas, USA, but
their budding romance
was quickly cut short
when Clyde was impris-
oned for auto theft, his
crime just catapulting
Bonnie’s affection for
him. Classic case of
hybristopholia. Bonnie
helped him escape by
smuggling a gun into
prison and the two soon
descended into a life of
crime, committing rob-
beries, burglaries and
murders for the next
couple of years around
Texas and the Midwest
while they remained on
the run. They were final-
ly killed in a shootout
when they were
ambushed by law
enforcement officials on
the side of a highway in
Lousiana in May, 1934.
Their “love story” was
further romanticised.
when the 1967 “Bonnie

and Clyde” movie was
released. The film
received heavy criticism
for its glorification of
their heinous crimes, but
their status in pop cul-
ture was firmly secured.
Joseph and Jenny
Carrier: They might have
looked like your average
rosy-cheeked suburban
American married cou-
ple, but Joseph and
Jenny robbed five banks
in five states in USA in
October, 2015.
According to news
reports, Jerry would
enter the banks.

Given that there is no
let-up in either Taiwan’s
defence preparedness
posture or the US’ back-
ing of the island, China
is likely to dig into its
coercive toolkit to
respond to Lai’s swear-
ing in. Image: REUTERS
With newly elected
Taiwanese President Lai
Ching-te set to assume
office on May 20, there
is intense speculation
surrounding China’s
potential response to
the event. In anticipa-
tion of an aggressive
response, Tsai Ming-
yen, Director-General of
Taiwan’s National
Security Bureau,
announced on May 1
that island authorities
will be implementing
measures to strengthen
national critical infra-
structure. Aiding the
island’s overall defence
posture, on April 24,
United States President
Joe Biden has also

signed a bill to mobilise
$8 billion in defence aid
to the Indo-Pacific in
general and Taiwan in
particular. With neither
the US nor China back-
ing down on their
respective positions on
the Taiwan issue, these
developments add fire
to the already deterio-
rating cross-Strait
dynamics.
US’ proactive role wor-
ries China
During the recently con-
cluded meeting
between US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken
and Chinese President
Xi Jinping in Beijing, Xi
conveyed that the very
first “red line” the US
should not cross in its
relations with China is
the Taiwan issue.
However, the US’ deci-
sion to continue to pro-
vide political and mili-
tary support to Taiwan
is motivated by two key
factors: shared values

and national security
interests. While from a
values-based perspec-
tive, the US sees its role
in the Taiwan Strait as a
defender of democracy
and a provider of net
security, from a national
security interests per-
spective, it sees
immense value in deter-
ring China, preventing
undue escalation, and
securing supply chains
in critical sectors such as
semiconductor chips,
wherein Taiwan plays a
vital role. Hence, in the
run up to Lai’s assump-
tion of the presidential
office, the US has
embarked on a mission
to demonstrate com-
mitment to Taiwan. In
addition to quickly sign-
ingthe above-men-
tioned Indo-Pacific
Security Supplemental
Bill into law, over the
past week, the Biden
administration has also
engaged with counter.

With Taiwanese President set to assume

office, China's woes will only exacerbate
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Ghazipur

Manoj Bajpayee upcoming
film 'Ghuskhor Pandit' has
landed in controversy even
before its release. The film,
which is scheduled to be
released on Netflix, has now
become embroiled in legal
trouble. A petition has been
filed in the Delhi High
Court regarding the film
title. It is alleged that the
film title is insulting to the
Brahmin community.
Meanwhile, members of the
Brahmin Raksha Dal and the
Rashtrawadi Jan Sangrah
Party have taken to the
streets to protest against the
film. Rajendra Pandey, the
national president of the
Rashtrawadi Jan Sangrah
Party, has demanded that the
filmmakers be immediately
sent to jail. On Monday,
while submitting a memo-
randum to the Kasimabad
Sub-Divisional Magistrate,
Prem Shankar Mishra, the

convenor of the Brahmin
Raksha Dal, said that the
film's title and promotional
material deliberately associ-
ate the word 'Pandit' with
corruption and bribery. The
film content is likely to be
communally offensive and
defamatory and is expected
to cause widespread damage
to the dignity and reputation
of the Brahmin community.

He said that it is the govern-
ment duty to control digital
platforms and stop the
streaming of content that
harms social harmony. The
use of the word 'Pandit' in
the title deliberately links a
well-known religious and
social designation (surname)
with corruption and bribery.
This content targets a spe-
cific religious and social

group and violates Articles
14, 21 and 25 of the
Constitution of India.
Through the memorandum,
it was demanded that the
responsible team, including
the film producer and direc-
tor, be sent to jail. They also
demanded that a Brahmin
Atrocities Act be imple-
mented with immediate
effect.

Lucknow

The monthly meeting of the
Lucknow Journalists Association
was held in a dignified atmos-
phere in the capital city of
Lucknow. The meeting saw seri-
ous discussions on burning
issues such as the challenges
faced by journalists, the expan-
sion of the organization and the
safety of journalists. In the
meeting, National President
Alok Kumar Tripathi infused
new energy and provided clear

direction to the journalists with his insightful remarks. National

President Alok Kumar Tripathi
said that journalism is a diffi-
cult, risky, and responsible pro-
fession, but bringing the truth to
light is the greatest duty of a
journalist. He stated unequivo-
cally that the day journalists fall
silent, society will not know
what is happening in the country
and society. He said that journal-
ists expose the shortcomings of
those in power, and therefore,
there have been continuous
attempts to weaken the fourth
pillar of democracy, but the

unity of the organization is the
biggest answer to this.
Highlighting the achievements
of the organization, he said that
the Lucknow Journalists
Association has now reached 28
districts of the state and is
actively working in four states.
Alok Kumar Tripathi expressed
deep concern over the attacks on
journalists. He said that by
working honestly and intelli-
gently, journalists can protect
themselves to a great extent, but
despite this, the formation of a

Journalist Safety Commission is
the greatest need of the hour. He
also emphasized a strategy of
launching a campaign to submit
memorandums to the Chief
Minister through MLA and M
regarding demands such as a
journalist safety law, pensions
for journalists, and medical
facilities. He said that only when
the organization is strong will
the government listen to the
organization demands. 
Senior journalist Ravi Sharma
said that the unity of journalists. 

LJA Takes Strong Stand, Demands Journalist Safety

Commission and Pension

Varanasi

Mayor Ashok Kumar Tiwari on con-
ducted a site inspection of the ongoing
development works under the Chief
Minister Green Roads Infrastructure
Development Scheme (CM GRIDS)
near the fruit market in Sigra. The
Mayor held detailed discussions with
officials and representatives of the
implementing agency on the pace and
quality of work. Currently, construction
work is progressing rapidly under this
scheme from Tilak Murti to Bharat
Sevashram in Sigra and from Ghanti
Mill to near Sigra Police Station. The
610-meter-long road from Tilak Murti
to Bharat Sevashram is being renovated
at a cost of ?11.61 crore. During the
inspection, the Mayor informed that
these major roads in the city are being
equipped with modern facilities, includ-
ing road resurfacing, underground utili-
ty ducts and stormwater drains. He
expressed satisfaction that work on sec-

tions such as Ghanti Mill to Sigra
Police Station and the Sundarpur Main
Road is 40 to 47 percent complete. The
Mayor directed the executing agency to
complete the work within the stipulated
timeframe and in a quality manner so
that the public can get quick relief from
dust and congestion. He clarified that
the ongoing work in the Sigra area. The
project is being equipped with ameni-
ties, including road resurfacing, under-
ground utility ducts and stormwater
drains. He expressed satisfaction that 40
to 47 percent of the work on sections
such as the Ghanti Mill to Sigra Police
Station and Sundarpur Main Road has
been completed. The Mayor directed
the executing agency to complete the
work within the stipulated timeframe
and in a quality manner so that the pub-
lic can get relief from dust and traffic
jams soon. He clarified that this model
being implemented in the Sigra area
will become a standard for other parts
of the city.

Mayor inspects progress of CM

Grids Scheme in Sigra area,

gives instructions to expedite it

Upper Caste Community Protests

Against the Film 'Ghuskhor Pandit',

Submits Memorandum

Etah

With the objective of ensuring
that the festival of Mahashivratri,
the holy month of Ramzan and
the forthcoming board examina-
tions are conducted in a peaceful,
safe and well-organized manner,
Commissioner of Aligarh
Division Sangeeta Singh and
Deputy Inspector General of
Police, Aligarh Range, Prabhakar
Chaudhary on Monday held a
video conference with District
Magistrates and Senior
Superintendents of
Police/Superintendents of Police
of all districts in the range.
Several important guidelines were
issued during the meeting.
Emphasizing the safety of devo-
tees and bathers, the officials
directed that adequate water bar-
ricading be ensured at bathing
ghats, danger signs be installed at
deep-water locations and effec-
tive crowd control measures be
implemented. Special instructions
were issued for Kasganj district
to prevent any mishap at the
Ganga ghats by ensuring prior
deployment of Flood PAC, divers
and sufficient barricading. In
view of past accidents during the
Kanwar Yatra, strict instructions
were given to completely prohibit
the movement of heavy vehicles
on Kanwar routes, implement
traffic diversions and ensure a
single-route system for
Kanwariyas. Concerned depart-
ments were also directed to repair

potholes on roads, rectify electric
poles and wires and maintain reg-
ular cleanliness at ghats.
Coordination with organizers,
camp and bhandara managers
was emphasized, along with
inspections of ghats and routes by
District Magistrates and Police
Chiefs. Special vigilance and
deployment of adequate police
force on3 Kanwar routes were
also directed. Identification of
parking areas, traffic diversion
points and holding areas to
strengthen traffic management
was stressed. At religious places
and temples where Jalabhishek
rituals are scheduled, instructions
were given to make optimal use
of available resources and ensure
adequate police arrangements.
Strict monitoring was also
ordered at hotels, dharamshalas,
inns and crowded locations. To
ensure the safety of Kanwariyas
passing through police station
areas, increased police patrolling
and route adjustments of PRB-
112 vehicles, as required, were
also directed. Keeping in view the

month of Ramzan, the officials
instructed heightened vigilance,
strategic deployment of police
force and early organization of
meetings with religious leaders,
organizers, clerics, peace commit-
tees, civil defense personnel and
respected citizens. Greater
emphasis was laid on strengthen-
ing foot patrolling during festi-
vals. Regarding board examina-
tions, instructions were issued to
maintain peace, control noise lev-
els and ensure smooth traffic
movement around examination
centers so that students are not
adversely affected. Strict and
immediate action was directed
against anyone attempting to cre-
ate disorder, spread rumors or dis-
rupt law and order during exami-
nations. The officers clarified that
administrative and police officials
in all districts will maintain con-
tinuous monitoring with mutual
coordination to ensure that
Mahashivratri, Ramzan and board
examinations are conducted suc-
cessfully in an atmosphere of
devotion, Peace and security.

Commissioner and DIG Issue
Instructions to DM and Police
Officials via Video Conference

A K Rai

Today is the era of the Internet.
Through it, new technological
knowledge is rapidly reaching
people. It is impossible to imag-
ine a communication revolution
without the Internet. The
Internet has become both a
necessity and a habit in our
lives. The Internet is impacting
our personal, social and profes-
sional lives. While the Internet
is making it easier for us to
complete tasks quickly, infor-
mation from every sector of the
world is readily available in the
blink of an eye. We are com-
pleting our tasks easily and
quickly through the Internet.
The success of banking, shop-
ping, data transfer and initia-
tives like Digital India all
depend on the Internet. Today,
through search engines like
Google, Yahoo and Bing, any
information can be obtained in
the blink of an eye. The idea of
??the Internet first began to
develop in California, USA, in
the year 1960. Leonard
Kleinrock published his ideas in
this direction on May 31, 1961,
in his research article,
"Information Flow in Large
Communication Nets."
Subsequently, in 1962, J.C.R.
Licklider, Director of the
Information Processing
Technology Office, advanced
the concept of an internal com-
puter network. Inspired by these
ideas, Robert Taylor played a
key role in the network devel-
opment. After several years of
effort, the first network for spe-
cial purposes was used by the
US military in 1969, called the

Advanced Research Projects
Administration Network. Later,
the National Science
Foundation named it NSF-Net,
and in 1980, it was opened to
the public. Currently, the
Internet is divided into three
main parts based on
services:The first is the Surface
Web, the part of the Internet
that we access daily through
search engines like Google,
Yahoo, and Bing. This is the
most widely used part of the
Internet. The second part is the
deep web, also known as the
invisible web. It is not visible in
search engines because it is a
"no-index" website. It is used
for government documents, sci-
entific research, confidential
data storage and secure commu-
nication. The third part of the
internet, the "dark web," is an
illegal and unlawful area of
??the internet, where access is
prohibited. Information here is
provided for informational pur-
poses only. Thus, the internet is
not the property of any one
country or individual, but rather
the result of the combined
efforts of many countries, insti-
tutions, engineers and technical
organizations. However, due to
the predominance of American

institutions, America is consid-
ered to have greater influence
on the internet. International
telecom companies connect
countries through undersea opti-
cal fiber cables (submarine
cables). These telecom compa-
nies establish connections
between websites and servers
and charge a fee. Indian compa-
nies such as Airtel, Jio,
Vodafone and Idea purchase
data from international telecom
companies. Undersea optical
fiber cables (submarine cables)
transmit 99% of internet data,
while only 1% transmit via
satellite. It's crucial to be cau-
tious when using internet serv-
ices, as cybercriminals are
increasingly exploiting the
internet to commit fraud. It
essential to exercise extreme
caution when using the internet
and never share personal or pro-
fessional information with
strangers. Never click on links
from unknown numbers and
never respond to calls asking
you to share sensitive informa-
tion under the guise of an ATM
or KYC update. Never respond
to calls from unknown numbers
demanding money. Never share
your information, such as OTP,
Aadhaar, PAN or bank details,
online with such individuals and
avoid using public Wi-Fi.
Furthermore, never scan QR
codes or share OTP PINs to
receive payments out of greed,
as these could be cybercriminal
tactics. 
In case of any cyber crime,
immediately report it to
Sancharsathi.gov.com so that
legal action can be taken against
the cyber criminals.

Internet from its inception to today



Wednesday, 11 February, 2026ENTERTAINMENTAkhand Bharat Sandesh 06

Views



Wednesday, 11 February, 2026
Akhand Bharat SandeshWORLD07



Wednesday, 11 February, 2026
Akhand Bharat SandeshSPORTS08


	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8

