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Lucknow 

Over the Past nine years under the leadership of Yogi
Adityanath, Uttar Pradesh tourism sector has transi-
tioned from a “Graveyard Economy” to a “temple
Economy.” Tourism and Culture Minister Jaiveer
Singh, while addressing a Press conference at Lok
Bhavan, highlighted the achievements of Yogi gov-
ernment, Stating that this transformation reflects not
just a Change in mindset but also a Shift in
Governance Priorities.He said, “Before 2017, a signif-
icant Portion of the State budget was spent on build-
ing boundary walls for graveyards, whereas under the
current government, the focus has Shifted to develop-
ing Pilgrimage Sites, Religious corridors, cultural
routes and tourism infrastructure.” This Change has
linked the Preservation and Promotion of cultural her-
itage with tourism development in Uttar Pradesh.The
minister said that in line with Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath vision, the convergence of faith, Culture
and tourism has become a strong foundation for eco-
nomic growth in the state over the Past nine years.
Pilgrimage Development Councils have been estab-
lished to enhance facilities for devotees visiting reli-
gious Sites.Major destinations such as Ayodhya,
Kashi (Varanasi), Prayagraj, Mathura, along with
Mirzapur, Chitrakoot, Naimisharanya and Maa
Shakumbhari Devi Shaktipeeth in Saharanpur, have
emerged as key tourism Hubs. Notably, after the con-
struction of the Kashi Vishwanath Dham Corridor, the
number of devotees has increased by four to five
times. Meanwhile, Ayodhya Ram Temple is expected
to attract around 30 Crore devotees in 2025.Cultural
events in Uttar Pradesh have also gained global
recognition. The Deepotsav in Ayodhya set a world
record in 2025 by lighting over 26 lakh lamps. Dev
Deepawali in Varanasi has been granted the status of
a state fair. Events such as Deepotsav (Started in
2017), Magh Mela, Kumbh and Mahakumbh in
Prayagraj, and Rangotsav in Braj have significantly
accelerated tourism Growth.The Mahakumbh 2025 is
considered a historic milestone, witnessing a record
footfall of 66 crore visitors.
These cultural traditions and festivals have become

Barabanki

In Fatehpur area, strong

resentment has emerged

among farmers over the

alleged Poor behavior

and irregularities by

officials of the electrici-

ty department. The

Bharatiya Kisan Union

(Shramik Janshakti) had

warned of a Protest, but

the proposed dharna

Pradarshan has been

temporarily deferred

after the administration

assured Action.

Deep dissatisfaction

over the department

Conduct

Farmer leaders stated

that the behavior of

electricity department

officials towards the

general public has

remained unsatisfactory.

Complaints of rude con-

duct with consumers are

frequently reported from

both urban and rural

areas. Farmers and com-

mon people are forced to

make repeated visits to

offices for even minor

tasks

. It is alleged that

responsible officers not

only show negligence in

resolving issues but

often behave harshly.

Farmer leaders cited this

case as another example

of such ongoing

Problems. Allegations

of irregularities and

illegal recovery against

JE

Under the leadership of

National President

Kamlesh Yadav, farmers

submitted a memoran-

dum to the District

Magistrate, leveling

serious allegations

against Junior Engineer

Vikas Shukla, Posted at

Kursi Power House.

They Claimed that elec-

tricity bills of consumers

were being manipulated

and inflated illegally,

leading to growing anger

among rural Residents.

Allegations of miscon-

duct against Police as

Well

Farmers also accused a

Police outpost in-charge

of the Kursi Police

Station area of using

abusive language over

the Phone. In Protest, a

gherao of the Police sta-

tion was announced for

Wednesday.On

Wednesday, SDM

Kartikeya Singh held a

meeting with farmer rep-

resentatives, listened to

their grievances and

assured appropriate

action.

Barabanki

District Magistrate
Shashank Tripathi
has ordered recov-
ery of over 2.72
crore in two cases
of Stamp duty eva-
sion linked to toll
contracts. In both
cases, only 200 e-
stamp was Paid
instead of the
required amount,
causing major rev-
enue loss. 
Recovery of
1,29,50,920, includ-
ing Penalty, has
been ordered against
Shivchandra

Tripathi for the
2025–26 Contract.
1,42,30,360 recov-

ery has been
ordered from
Skylark EEG Pvt.
Ltd. in a similar
case. A Both con-
tracts were treated

as leases but proper
stamp duty was not
Paid.  The DM
directed strict moni-
toring and timely
deposit of dues with
interest, warning of
zero tolerance in
such Cases.

Lucknow 

Uttar Pradesh Minister for
Urban Development and
Energy, A.K Sharma, held a
review meeting with offi-
cials of the Varanasi
Municipal Corporation at
the Circuit House auditori-
um. During the meeting, he
conducted a detailed assess-
ment of ongoing develop-
ment works, sanitation,
Arrangement and the
Progress of various
Schemes, while issuing
Clear directions to the
Officials.Minister Sharma
instructed that bricks, grav-
el and debris lying along
the roadsides be removed
immediately. He gave strict
directions to zonal officers
to avoid mere formality and
instead work with full alert-
ness and close monitoring.
He emphasized that citizens
should experience a Clean,
well-organized city.
Municipal Commissioner
Himanshu Nagpal assured
the minister that a special
campaign would be
launched and all debris
across the city would be
Cleared within 10
days.During the meeting,
the minister also reviewed

the Cleanliness of Varanasi
Ghats and directed officials
to Pay special attention to
their sanitation and beautifi-
cation, so that the city reli-
gious and cultural identity
is further strengthened. He
also instructed the develop-
ment of thematic Parks in
various Parts of the City,
including Kabir Chaura,
stating that there is no
Shortage of resources—
only the need for focused
and time-bound execution
of Plans.
The Municipal
Commissioner briefed the
minister on the Progress of
several initiatives, including
door-to-door waste collec-
tion, legacy waste disposal,
zero Plastic Promotion,

Miyawaki Plantation, Namo
Van, CM Smart Grid, digi-
tal library, Chitaipur Food
Plaza and city beautifica-
tion Projects. Minister
Sharma directed that all
Projects be regularly moni-
tored and stressed that all
officials must work in coor-
dination to develop
Varanasi into a Clean, beau-
tiful and modern
City.Mayor Ashok Tiwari,
MD Jal Nigam/Urban
Development Secretary
Ravindra Kumar, Municipal
Commissioner Himanshu
Nagpal, Additional
Municipal Commissioners,
and officials from Jal Kal,
DUDA and other concerned
departments were Present at
the Meeting.

No Tokenism, Visible Results
Needed: Zonal Officers Told to

Stay in Active Mode

Fatehpur

Nearly a hundred Students
from council-run Schools in
the Airayan development
block were taken on an educa-
tional exposure visit to
Prayagraj under the National
Avishkar Abhiyan. During the
tour, the students visited
Anand Bhavan, Nehru
Planetarium and Allahabad
Museum, gaining enriching
academic and experiential
Knowledge.Block Education
Officer Ratnamani Mishra
stated that the initiative aims
to Promote curiosity-based
learning, develop scientific
temperament and encourage
experiential education among
students of Classes 6 to 8. The
National Avishkar Abhiyan
includes quizzes at the School
level, followed by block-level
competitions. Students from
41 upper Primary and compos-
ite Schools participated in the
Selection Process and around
100 students were Chosen for
this exposure visit. 
Comprehensive arrangements,
including T-shirts, caps,
snacks, jute bags, stationery,
science Practical books and
lunch, were Provided to ensure

a comfortable and engaging
Experience.Science ARP
Sheshnarayan Dubey informed
that students gained detailed
knowledge about the solar sys-
tem, Planets and constellations
at the Nehru Planetarium.
Meanwhile, ARP Akash
Kumar Singh highlighted that
at the Allahabad Museum, stu-
dents explored rare artifacts
related to India freedom
movement and historical
Heritage.Students from
Composite Schools
Dhankamai, Nihalpur Sani and
Raipur described the tour as
highly engaging and informa-
tive, stating that it Provided
them with valuable new
insights.Several dignitaries
and Educators, including Vijay
Kumar Tripathi, Umesh
Maurya, Anand Kumar
Mishra, Ajay Singh, Dr
Ambika Prasad Mishra,
Raghuraj Maurya, Deepak
Kumar, Dilip Singh, Navneet
Soni, Prem Prakash Singh,
Veerbhan, Nandlal Kamal,
Mulchand, Narvada Singh, Jai
Narayan, Garima Singh,
Mamta Gupta, Vinod Kumar,
Gyanendra Kumar and Harshit
Singh were Present on the
Occasion.

Barabanki

A headmaster
health suddenly
deteriorated when
he reached the
Basic Shiksha
Adhikari (BSA)
office with his
complaint. Due to
his critical condi-
tion, he was
referred from the
district hospital to
the Lucknow
Trauma Centre. 
Following the inci-
dent, the family has
made serious alle-
gations of harass-
ment and negli-
gence against
teachers and
Officials.
Stress Escalated
due to School
Dispute
Dharmraj Gautam,

headmaster of

Primary School
Badosarai-1 in
Sirauligauspur area,
had earlier filed a
complaint regard-
ing the treatment he
was receiving.
According to fami-
ly members, an
assistant teacher at
the school
remained frequent-
ly absent and dis-
putes would arise
whenever the head-
master asked him
to attend regularly.
It is alleged that
abusive language
was used against
him, along with
caste-based
remarks.
He was also

reportedly threat-
ened with false
Cases.
Condition wors-
ened at the Office

On Wednesday,
Dharmraj visited
the BSA office
again with his wife,
demanding a
change in the
inquiry officer and
a transfer. During
this time, his condi-
tion suddenly wors-
ened and he col-
lapsed unconscious.
The family said he
was taken to the
district hospital by
Private means,
from where doctors
referred him to
Lucknow due to his
critical State.
Family Warning
The family has
warned that if any-
thing untoward
happens to
Dharmraj, the con-
cerned individuals
and officials will be
held responsible.

Lucknow 

Under the “Viksit Sarojini
Nagar Abhiyan”, a dialogue,
foundation-laying and inau-
guration ceremony organized
by LDA effectively show-
cased the achievements and
future Plans for the compre-
hensive development of the
Sarojini Nagar Assembly
constituency.Over the Past
four years, unprecedented
development works have
given a new direction and
momentum to the region. A
total of 297 development
Projects have been advanced,
including the inauguration of
124 works and the foundation
laying of 171 Projects. An
amount of 1991.11 crore has
been spent on these initia-
tives, marking a significant
milestone in transforming
Sarojini Nagar into a modern,
well-Planned and Self-reliant
model Region.This develop-
ment is not limited to num-
bers alone but reflects a visi-
ble transformation in the
lives of citizens—better
roads, improved drainage
systems, Cleaner surround-
ings, modern Public ameni-
ties and secure housing

Clearly demonstrate this
Progress.Key Dimensions of
Development.Open-air gyms:
143 (36 inaugurated, 15
under construction, 92
approved) – 6.44
CroreSwings: 28 – 0.50
crore.Prime Minister Housing
Complex: 2 (completed and
in use) – 1631 crore.Parking:
1 – 0.20 crore.Lighting
arrangements: 13 (10 inaugu-
rated, 3 foundation laid) –
1.81 crore.Irrigation: 4 – 0.35
crore.Other works: 10 – 9.29
crore.Lake development: 2 –
1.66 crore.Electrification: 4 –
0.23 crore.Tourism: 1 – 45.27
crore.Community Solar Parks
(Net-Zero): 9 – 1.54
crore.Beautification: 2 – 0.45
crore.Fountain: 1 – 0.15
crore.Roads: 39 (7 inaugurat-
ed, 32 foundation laid) –

29.98 crore.Drains: 6 – 8.02
crore.Green belts: 4 – 2.14
crore.Community centers: 4 –
2.82 crore.School rejuvena-
tion: 2 – 1.41 crore.Parks: 12
– 33.46 crore.Flower Valley:
1 – 12.62 crore.Food court: 1
– 4.50 crore.Yoga sheds: 3 –
0.30 crore. STP (Sewage
Treatment Plant): 1– 4.50
crore.Sewage/Jogging Tank:
2 – 192.17 crore.Water har-
vesting: 1– 0.10 crore.EV
charging station: 1– 0.20
crore.Residential schemes:
2.A Model of Holistic
DevelopmentThrough these
initiatives, Sarojini Nagar is
witnessing the strengthening
of infrastructure alongside a
focus on green energy, envi-
ronmental conservation,
Cleanliness, and smart facili-
ties. Projects like solar Parks,

EV charging stations and
green belts are shaping the
region for the future, while
roads, drains, Parks, and
community centers are mak-
ing daily life more conven-
ient and Comfortable.
Commitment of the MLAOn
this occasion, MLA Dr.
Rajeshwar Singh stated:"The
development of Sarojini
Nagar is not limited to con-
struction activities; it is a
continuous effort to improve
the quality of life for every
citizen. Our goal is to estab-
lish it as an ideal model con-
stituency with a balanced
development of modern
amenities, a clean environ-
ment, and strong infrastruc-
ture."He further added:"The
trust of the people is my
greatest strength and with
that trust, this journey of
development—focused on
service, dialogue and
soluRajeshwar Singh also
expressed gratitude to Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath,
stating that under his able
leadership, this development
will Play a significant role in
establishing Lucknow as a
Strong model of a “New
Uttar Pradesh.”

Transformation of Sarojini Nagar Through 297

Development Works Worth 1991.11 Crore: Dr. Rajeshwar
Headmaster Falls Ill at BSA

Office, Referred to Lucknow

A New Identity for UP

tourism under Yogi

Government, Emerging as a

Global spiritual tourism Hub

Farmers Protest Over Power Dept Conduct,

Agitation Deferred. Farmers outraged over allega-

tions of misconduct and corruption by Officials

Toll Contract Scam Exposed, ?2.72
Crore Recovery Ordered.

Students Explore Science 

in Prayagraj Tour
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Prayagraj. Farmers' outrage in
the district continues to esca-
late over issues such as land
acquisition, irregularities in
circle rates, and the declaration
of green belts. A series of dia-
logues with administrative
officials regarding these con-
cerns is currently underway,
led by Anuj Singh, the State
President (Youth Wing) of the
Bharatiya Kisan Union
(BKU).To date, discussions
have been held across three
phases. A crucial meeting took
place two days ago, while
detailed talks were concluded
in two separate sessions on
Wednesday. Present during
these proceedings were District
Magistrate Manish Kumar
Verma, DIG Ajay Pal Sharma,
the Additional District
Magistrate (ADM), the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate (SDM),
and officials from relevant
departments. Additionally, vil-
lage heads and representatives
from areas affected by land
acquisition participated in
large numbers, presenting their
grievances directly to the
administration.During the
talks, the farmers registered
strong objections regarding
significant disparities in circle
rates, forced land acquisition,
and decisions pertaining to the

declaration of green belts.
They argued that decisions
being taken without their con-
sent or prior dialogue have
jeopardized their livelihoods
and are fueling growing dis-
content within the villages.The
Bharatiya Kisan Union
unequivocally stated that land

acquisition would not be
accepted under any circum-
stances without the farmers'
explicit consent. The organiza-
tion also put forward demands
to revise circle rates to align
with market values ??and to
either reconsider or revoke the
decisions regarding green

belts.In response, the District
Magistrate provided assur-
ances that no individual's land
would be acquired without
their consent. However, the
organization emphasized the
critical need to ensure that this
assurance is effectively imple-
mented on the ground.Anuj

Singh, the Union's State
President, issued a warning
that if the administration fails
to take concrete measures
promptly, the organization will
be compelled to launch a large-
scale agitation.Meanwhile, a
meeting has been convened at
11:00 AM on March 26 at the

Union's office in Jhalwa to
finalize preparations for the
'Kisan Kranti Mahapanchayat'
(Farmers' Revolution Grand
Assembly) scheduled for
March 28. During this meeting,
the future strategy and the
detailed framework for the agi-
tation will be determined. 

Growing Farmer Unrest in Prayagraj: Multiple

Rounds of Talks with Administration Over Land

Acquisition and Circle Rates

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj | The Allahabad
High Court has granted antici-
patory bail to Shankaracharya
Swami Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati and his associate,
Mukundanand Giri, in a case
involving allegations of sexu-
al exploitation. Concurrently,
the Court has imposed a ban
on all three parties—the appli-
cants, the victims, and the
complainant—from giving
any interviews to the media
while this matter remains
pending. This order was
issued by a single-judge bench
comprising Justice Jitendra
Kumar Sinha. Swami
Ashutosh Brahmachari had
filed an application before the
Special Judge (POCSO) under
Section 173(4) of the BNSS,
seeking the registration of an
FIR against the
Shankaracharya and
Mukundanand on charges of
sexual harassment. It was
alleged that between January
2025 (Mahakumbh) and

February 2026 (Magh Mela),
two teenagers were subjected
to sexual harassment in
Prayagraj. 

Acting on the orders of the
Special Judge, an FIR was
registered at the Jhusi police
station, citing various charges.
In connection with this case,
the Shankaracharya and others
had filed an application for
anticipatory bail to avoid
arrest. Arguing on behalf of

the petitioners, a Senior
Advocate contended that the
FIR had been lodged solely
with the malicious intent of
tarnishing Swami
Avimukteshwaranand's repu-
tation. It was submitted that
the victims had never had any
association with his ashram or
school, and that false allega-
tions had been leveled against
the petitioners. Conversely,
the counsel for the com-

plainant and the State opposed
the bail application. After
hearing the arguments from
all parties, the Court observed
that the medical report did not
rule out the possibility of a
sexual assault; however, an
FSL report has been requisi-
tioned. This implies that the
doctor has not definitively
stated that sexual harassment
was inflicted upon the victim.
Citing various precedents set
by the Delhi High Court, the
Allahabad High Court clari-
fied that the presumption of
guilt cannot be applied at the
bail stage—prior to the fram-
ing of charges. The Court fur-
ther held that, under special
circumstances, an applicant
may directly approach the
High Court for anticipatory
bail, even if they have not pre-
viously filed an application
before the Sessions Court.
With this, the Court granted
anticipatory bail to both appli-
cants upon furnishing a per-
sonal bond of 50,000 and two
sureties. 
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Prayagraj | The first suc-

cessful kidney transplant

in Prayagraj was per-

formed on Wednesday at

SRN Hospital. A mother

saved her son's life by

donating one of her kid-

neys. The process for the

kidney transplant had been

underway for approxi-

mately one month.

Following approval from

the Kidney Transplant

Committee, a team of doc-

tors led by Dr. Dilip

Chaurasia, Head of the

Department of Urology,

successfully carried out

the procedure. This marks

the first kidney transplant

ever performed in the dis-

trict. The transplant was

conducted at Motilal

Nehru Medical College

(SRN) after the Transplant

Authorization 

Committee granted

approval to the patient and

the donor (the mother and

son). Motilal Nehru

Medical College had been

preparing for this event for

a month. A meeting of the

Kidney Transplant 

Authorization  

Committee was held under

the chairmanship of Dr.

VK Pandey, Principal of

MLN Medical College and

Chairman of the Kidney

Transplant Committee.

During the meeting, com-

mittee members—includ-

ing former IG KP Singh,

Advocate Anand Singh,

Dr. Jitendra Shukla, Dr.

Shanti Chaudhary, and

Transplant Coordinators

(Nurses) Preeti and

Sushma—verified the

identities and details of the

patient, the donor (mother

and son), and their family

members. In addition to

scrutinizing the docu-

ments, statements from all

individuals involved were

recorded via video.

Subsequently, the commit-

tee gave its approval for

the transplant. Under the

leadership of Dr. Dilip

Chaurasia, Head of the

Department of Urology at

SRN, a team comprising

Dr. Arvind Gupta, Dr.

Santosh Maurya, and Dr.

Saumya Gupta successful-

ly performed the kidney

transplant. Previously,

people requiring such pro-

cedures had to travel to

cities like Delhi, Mumbai,

and others.

Mother Saves Son's Life by

Donating Her Kidney; First Kidney

Transplant Conducted in Prayagraj

Shankaracharya Avimukteshwaranand

Granted Anticipatory Bail; Court

Directs: No Interviews to the Media

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Lalgopalganj. The govern-
ment has selected three nom-
inated members for the
Lalgopalganj Nagar
Panchayat Committee.

The members bowed
their heads and sought bless-
ings at the ancient Kali
Temple in the town. BJP
officials and supporters then
welcomed them with gar-
lands.Recently, the state
government released the list
of nominated members for

municipal bodies. 
Sarvesh Kumar Kesarwani,
Sharda Patel, and Ashok
Kumar Saroj have been
selected for the Lalgopalganj
Nagar Panchayat
Committee. Following the
release of the list, the newly
appointed members visited
the temple of Maa Kali. 

They performed rituals
and received blessings for
the city's prosperity and a
successful tenure. After the
darshan, dozens of workers,
led by BJP Mandal President

Rajendra Kesarwani and for-
mer Chairman Pradeep
Kesarwani, greeted the
councilors. 

People greeted them with
garlands and sweets. Manoj
Mittal, Vinay Agarwal,
Krishna Kumar Bachcha
Kesarwani, Guddu
Kesarwani, Sitaram Kaushal,
Ramu Agarwal, Anil Soni,
Advocate Arvind Kesarwani,
Anoop Kesarwani, Shera
Jaiswal, Rohit, 
Kundan etc. were present
here.

Nominated councilors bowed their heads at the Maa Kali Temple, welcomed by supporters



Thursday, 26 March, 2026
Akhand Bharat SandeshEDITORIAL04

The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) approved the dis-
bursement of another $1 bil-
lion to Pakistan under its latest
Extended Fund Facility (EFF),
reinstating Pakistan's depend-
ence on international bailouts.
As a country with a high
dependence on imported oil,
whenever oil prices hike or
international borrowing
declines, Islamabad's reserves
take a further hit. Since 1958,
whenever this occurs, Pakistan
has approached the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) for a bailout approxi-
mately every three years, seek-

ing to save its economy under
the condition of improving
macroeconomic indicators.
While the role of the IMF has
been minimal in reforming
Pakistan's governance, its fund
facilities have stabilised the
economy from falling into the
pit grave. However, the key
question remains: have IMF
bailouts inadvertently enabled
an environment to facilitate
terror financing? If so, should
India try to block IMF funds to
Pakistan? Contrary to popular
imagination, the IMF's role is
distinct, and its programmes
impose strict conditions that

compel Islamabad to demon-
strate some accountability in
governance and economic
management. And India needs
an accountable Pakistan.While
the IMF can serve as a platform
for India to signal its displeas-
ure and apply international
diplomatic pressure following
the Pahalgam attack on April
22 by alleged Pakistan-backed
terrorists, a more effective
route to achieving strategic
objectives would be to target
terror financing networks and
financial opacity through the
Financial Action Task Force
(FATF), the global watchdog on

money laundering and terror
financing, where reports sug-
gest India is already preparing
to build a robust case against
Pakistan.Persistent macroeco-
nomic imbalances have led to a
state of massive public debt,
with the country facing massive
external debt repayment dues.
The Pakistani economy has
structural weaknesses, from a
narrow tax base to low produc-
tivity. Islamabad is also
extremely dependent on
imported energy, with energy
imports accounting for 20 to 40
% of total imports. Of the previ-
ous 25 IMF programmes.

There has been much discussion about the
assertions made by BVR Subrahmanyam, the
CEO of NITI Aayog, India’s only official think
tank. Speaking at a press conference following
the 10th NITI Aayog Governing Council Meeting
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
presumably attended by senior bureaucrats,
Subrahmanyam said that “as I speak”, India has
overtaken Japan in current dollar GDP. Critics of
the government’s assertion make two points,
one relevant and the other “noisy”. The rele-
vant point is that the IMF World Economic
Outlook (WEO) database clearly shows that for
the fiscal year 2024-25 (ending in March 2025),
India’s GDP was $3.9 trillion while Japan’s was
$4.0 trillion—that is, Japan was 2.6 per cent
ahead. Fortunately, both Japan and India have
the same fiscal year—April-March—hence
adjustments to WEO data are not needed.
Equally clearly, the database presents esti-
mates of India’s GDP for fiscal year 2025-26 as
$4.187 trillion and Japan’s as $4.186 trillion—
that is, India’s GDP exceeds Japan’s by 0.02 per
cent in 2025-26. From this, many, if not most,
analysts have erroneously concluded that this
won’t happen until March 2026. Why erro-
neous? Because it is a fiscal year conclusion,
and the ‘centre of gravity’ of an April-March fis-
cal year is September. So, it is likely that the
NITI Aayog CEO, in making his hasty conclusion,
was wrong by only four months. As it happens,
Subrahmanyam was hasty by approximately a
year.Note that his conclusion and inference
pertains to current dollar GDP, and we have to
contend with the conversion from rupees to US
dollars, and from Japanese yen to US
dollars.First, let us look at the Indian estimate.
Data just released by the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) on
Friday shows that India’s GDP in current prices
for January-March 2025 quarter was Rs 88.17
trillion, or annualised Rs 352.7 trillion. On 23
May, the last market day before
Subrahmanyam’s assertion, the exchange rate
was Rs 85.4/$—that is, current GDP in March
2025 was 352.7/85.4 or $4.13 trillion. Indian
nominal GDP is growing by about 10 per cent a
year. So, by March 2026, we should expect cur-
rent India GDP to reach $4.54 trillion.Now we
examine the fortunes of Japan’s GDP. The sea-
sonally adjusted quarterly estimate of Japan’s
GDP is 624.9 trillion yen for Q1 of 2025. On 23
May, the exchange rate was 142.6 yen/$; hence
Japan’s GDP in March 2025 was $4.38 trillion,
some 6.1 per cent ahead of India’s GDP on the
same date. Given that exchange rates change
every day, we need to decide as to what
exchange rate we should use. Amongst many,
we can use a calendar year estimate, a quarter-
ly estimate or a 23 May estimate. But no mat-
ter which one we use, it will be wrong because
exchange rates do not remain constant, and the
future is not asked to see, que sera sera. All of
us are concerned with the 23 May estimate,
hence the discussion and this note.Japan’s
nominal GDP growth has averaged 3.4 per cent
for the last three years. Assuming this to be the
average for 2025-26, the estimate for March
2026 is $4.53 trillion GDP (as 4.38*1.034). So it
will be sometime in March 2026 that India’s
GDP will exceed Japan’s in current
dollars.Again, que sera sera, the conclusion will
depend on what happens to exchange rates.
Changes in exchange rates affect nominal dollar
GDP calculations. Assume in March 2026 all
estimates come true except the $ yen exchange
rate changes from 142.7 to 135 (the yen has
become stronger by 5.7 per cent), then Japan’s
GDP will be 5.7 per cent higher and the day of
decision will be delayed beyond March 2026.
How do we interpret the dash to conclusion by
the CEO? As a sports junkie, I recall countless
occasions over the last 50 years when a
sprinter looked over his shoulder
to see his competitor – and lost
the race. What do we learn
from this data-heavy exer-
cise? 

“Would you be interested in
contesting for the post of
(UN) Secretary-General?” It’s
a question that then-Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
asked Shashi Tharoor in New
York in 2005. Tharoor, who
was serving as the United
Nations Under-Secretary-
General, would later admit
that Singh’s question caught
him a little off guard.Having
served in various capacities at
the UN since 1978, Tharoor
felt that his “entire working
life had seemed like a prepa-
ration” for the organisation’s
top post. Yet, he had no rea-
son to believe that New Delhi
was ready to back such a bid
on his behalf, at least not at
the time.India did eventually
nominate him, albeit after a
delay, for the position in mid-
2006. Tharoor lost to Ban Ki-
moon of South Korea, whose
government mounted an
aggressive campaign for its
candidate. It was, however,
the United States that
emerged as the biggest stum-
bling block to Tharoor’s can-
didacy.“Three factors—the
bilateral relationship with
Korea, a perception of a lack
of conviction on India’s part,
and the Bush Administration’s
desire not to repeat the Kofi
Annan experiment of a
‘strong’ Secretary-General—
combined to ensure the US
veto that scuttled my candi-
dacy,” he wrote in Open mag-
azine in 2016.Two decades
later, in a classic twist of irony,
Tharoor finds himself
embroiled in a controversy
tinged with diplomatic hues.
The same Congress party that
once championed his bid for
the highest seat in global
diplomacy is now glum over
the Centre naming him as the
leader of a multi-party dele-
gation visiting various world
capitals on Operation
Sindoor.His UN battle lost in

2006, Tharoor started spend-
ing more time in India and
found a home in the Congress
party, which offered him the
post of Minister of State for
External Affairs after his first
Lok Sabha victory from
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala,
in the 2009 general elections.
Tharoor continues to retain
the seat, winning four elec-
tions on the trot.In 2015,
Tharoor claimed that when
he was still considering his
options after the UN stint, he
had also received offers to
join the BJP and the Left. But
he chose the Congress
because, as he explained in
2009, “I have nothing eco-
nomically in common with
the ideology of the Left and
Communist parties. Those
who have followed my writ-
ing for years know that I have
nothing in common with the
communalism that has been
unfortunately encouraged by
people associated with the
BharatiyaJanata Party… and
that basically means the
Congress party.”
Nevertheless, Tharoor’s loyal-
ty to the Congress has
remained suspect in the eyes
of a section of party leaders
from the beginning. His
words of praise for Narendra
Modi just days after the
Congress’ drubbing in the
2014 general elections
marked the beginning of a
series of statements over the
last decade that cemented

this perception.In a HuffPost
article, Tharoor wrote that
just as Modi “remade himself
from a hate-figure into an
avatar of modernity and
progress, he is seeking to
remake the BJP from a vehicle
of Hindu chauvinism to a nat-
ural party of governance.”He
continued: “For an opposition
member of Parliament like
myself, it would be churlish
not to acknowledge Modi
2.0’s inclusive outreach and
to welcome his more concilia-
tory statements and actions.
The moment he says or does
something divisive or sectari-
an in the Modi 1.0 mould,
however, we will resist him
robustly. India’s people, and
its pluralist democracy,
deserve no less.”Following
criticism from his party col-
leagues, Tharoor reaffirmed
his commitment to the
Congress and the principles of
secularism in a letter to the
party’s communication
department. “By praising him
(Modi) for specific things, we
help frame public expectation
of his continued behaviour
and raise the bar against
which we will judge him in
future,” he wrote.However, it
did little to dispel the growing
perception of Tharoor as a
misfit within the Congress. As
Congress general secretary
(communications) Jairam
Ramesh told a press huddle
last month, “Congress mein
hona aur Congress ka hona

mein zameen aasman ka
antar hai” (There is a major
difference between being in
the Congress and being of the
Congress).At the same time,
the Congress leadership
agrees that any disciplinary
action against Tharoor will
likely backfire. “His popular
appeal, especially in urban
India, is not lost on the party,”
a senior Congress leader told
ThePrint when asked whether
the party was considering
action against Tharoor. His
standing has also risen at a
time when Kerala, his home
state, is heading to the polls
in less than a year.As it is, a
section of the party close to
the Congress high command
was miffed with Tharoor for
accepting the Centre’s invita-
tion to lead a multi-party del-
egation on Operation Sindoor
without first seeking the lead-
ership’s concurrence. His
public statements during the
trip have only deepened the
rift.On 29 May, addressing a
gathering of the Indian com-
munity in Panama, Tharoor
said that in 2016 “for the first
time, India breached the Line
of Control between India and
Pakistan to conduct a surgical
strike on a terror base.” “Even
during the Kargil War, we had
not crossed the LoC; in Uri we
did. Then came the attack in
Pulwama…this time we
crossed not only the LoC but
[also] the international bor-
der and we struck terrorist
headquarters in Balakot.”

“And let me say to you
that this is going to be the
new normal. The PM has
made it very clear that
Operation Sindoor was neces-
sary because these terrorists
came and wiped the sindoor
off the foreheads of 26
women,” he said.These
remarks riled up the Congress
leadership so much so that it
endorsed statements by party

functionary Udit Raj, known
for his controversial remarks,
that Tharoor should consider
becoming a BJP spokesper-
son. Tharoor hit back, dis-
missing such critics as
“zealots” and
“trolls”.Congress spokesper-
son Pawan Khera, considered
close to Rahul Gandhi,
promptly produced excerpts
from Tharoor’s own book to
highlight the contradiction in
his position. In his 2018 book
The Paradoxical Prime
Minister, Tharoor had pointed
out that the Congress, while
in the government, had
authorised many cross-bor-
der surgical strikes, but did
not exploit them politically—
an assertion that countered
his statement that India
under Modi crossed the LoC
“for the first time” in
2016.“The shameless
exploitation of the 2016 ‘sur-
gical strikes’ along the Line of
Control with Pakistan, and of
a military raid in hot pursuit
of rebels in Myanmar, as a
party election tool — some-
thing the Congress had never
done despite having author-
ized several such strikes earli-
er — marked a particularly
disgraceful dilution of the
principle that national securi-
ty issues require both discre-
tion and non-partisanship,”
Tharoor wrote in the
book.Currently in Colombia,
Tharoor is yet to respond to
Khera. 
However, a tweet made by
him in 2018 to introduce his
book remains instructive.“My
new book, THE PARADOXICAL
PRIME MINISTER, is more
than just a 400-page exercise
in floccinaucinihilipilifica-
tion,” Tharoor had posted,
emphasising that the book
was more than just a critique
of the prime minister.
Perhaps Khera should take
note.

Among military chiefs
in the Indian subconti-
nent, Bangladesh Army
chief Waker-Uz-Zaman
must have the most
unenviable job right
now. While his
Pakistan counterpart
Asim Munir has been
elevated to Field
Marshal after a military
confrontation with
India, General Waker-
Uz-Zaman risks losing
his job. Or worse. His
one big mistake?
Saying that the nation-
al election be held by
December this year so
that Bangladesh can
return to being an elec-
toral democracy.On 22
May, The Daily Star,
Bangladesh’s highest-
selling English newspa-
per, reported that
Chief of Army Staff
General Waker-Uz-
Zaman said the nation-
al election should be
held by December this
year, “according to
three sources with
direct knowledge of his
remarks made at a
high-level gathering in
D h a k a
cantonment”.“Banglad
esh needs political sta-
bility. This is only possi-
ble through an elected
government, not by
unelected decision-
makers,” one source
quoted the army chief
as saying in an Officers’
Address.This was not
the first time the
General had spoken
about the national
election. The Daily Star
report mentioned an

event marking the
National Martyred
Army Day at Raowa
Club on 25 February
this year, where the
General was quoted as
saying—“Every time I
spoke with Dr Yunus, I
completely agreed
with him that there
should be a free, fair,
and inclusive election
and that the election
should be held within
December or close to
that.”Soon after,
reports that
Muhammad Yunus,
caretaker to the inter-
im government in
Bangladesh, was
mulling resignation
came out.“He (Yunus)
said he is thinking
about it (resignation).
He feels that the situa-
tion is such that he
cannot work,” Nahid
Islam, student-led
National Citizen Party
chief, said on the night
of 22 May, after a
meeting with
Yunus.Two days later,
on 24 May, it was clari-
fied that Yunus would
remain as the head of
Bangladesh’s interim
government by an
adviser in his cabinet
.Former High
Commissioner of India
to Bangladesh Veena
Sikri claimed that the
speculation about
Yunus resigning was
“complete 
drama” to distract
from the Bangladesh
Army chief’s statement
on elections. “He had
no intention of resign-

ing at all, and in fact,
he never said himself
that he would resign,”
the former High
Commissioner said in
an interview.But this
“complete drama” gen-
erated hate towards
Yunus’s perceived
detractors, the main
target being General
W a k e r - U z - Z a m a n .
Students, radicals, and
some of Bangladesh’s
most popular and
influential YouTubers
openly attacked the
army chief.Bangladeshi
journalist Sahidul
Hasan Khokon told
ThePrint that both the
student-led, newly
formed political party
National Citizen Party
and the Islamist politi-
cal outfit Bangladesh
Jamaat-e-Islami have
been busy channelising
mob rage against
General Waker. 
“The local media is not
reporting this, but the
mob is ready. If need
be, there will be vio-
lent street protests
against the Army, like
there were during the
July revolution against
Hasina when the mob
turned against the
police and killed many
policemen,” Hasan
said.Hasan added that
Jamaat had got a free
rein ever since Yunus
took over and the new
student’s party will
need more time to
organise itself. Hence,
December polls, as
suggested by General
Waker.

Bangladesh Army Chief wants elections.

Muhammad Yunus wants to get rid of him
Russia’s rejection of Vatican-led
ceasefire talks with Ukraine should
come as a surprise only to those who
are ignorant of the historic animosi-
ty between the two religious institu-
tions, the Vatican and the Russian
Orthodox Church. Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov’s clarification
that it is a little ‘awkward for
Orthodox countries to discuss issues
on a Catholic platform’ should put at
rest all efforts initiated by US
President Donald Trump.The elec-
tion of the hitherto unknown Robert
Francis Prevost, a quiet lawyer-bish-
op with years of experience in
Church matters, as the vicar of Jesus
Christ, the first American Pope, does
not change the ground realities of
the Russia-Ukraine conflict.
Patriarch Kirill of Moscow, head of
the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC),
did not attend the funeral of Pope
Francis, though the two held a meet-
ing in 2016 in Cuba, after almost 10
centuries of schism. There is no rea-
son why Pope Leo XIV would broker
peace between Russian President

Vladimir Putin and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy just
because the president of America
wants him to do it.Trump’s idea of
involving the Papal office in the
Vatican, the highest seat of the
Catholic Church, in the ceasefire
talks was a blunder for several rea-
sons. Russia’s Russian Orthodox
Church (ROC) and the Roman
Catholic Church have been at logger-
heads for over ten centuries, proba-
bly right from 988 when Grand
Prince Vladimir was baptised. The
theological split first appeared in
1054 when the then Pope Leo IX of
Rome excommunicated Patriarch
Michael Cerularius of
Constantinople, who responded
with his own excommunication of
the Bishop of Rome, Pope Leo IX.The
October Revolution of 1917 further
alienated the two Christian faiths,
even as Moscow under the brutal
atheist regime of Vladimir Lenin and
Joseph Stalin stifled religious free-
dom. After deriding religion as the
‘opium of the masses.

Orthodox Russia doesn’t take orders from the

Pope. Vatican can’t convince Putin for a ceasefire

India’s GDP victory over Japan

is still a year away

India May Be Barking Up The Wrong Tree As It

Takes On Pakistan In IMF

Tharoor’s loyalty keeps colliding with Congress scepticism
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Sebi to attract rural investors
with MF-life insurance

Delhi: Sebi chief Madhabi Puri Buch stated that
the regulator will offer mutual fund schemes with
term life insurance. She added the FDA will soon
release a combo product consultation paper. Puri
Buch said the MF-insurance combo targets
investors, particularly rural ones, where SIPs have
great potential but low investment values."We
are now proposing to come out with a consulta-
tion paper again, to try and include insurance
pure and simple vanilla life, term life insurance,
along with our mutual funds, which is our main
product for financial inclusion, and so that we are
able to go, including to people where we have
very, very low value SIPs coming from the hinter-
land, and to be able to offer them a combo prod-
uct of term life insurance along with the mutual
fund investment," said Buch.UTI Mutual Fund
offers life insurance and tax savings. This 1971
program has a portfolio value of Rs 5,434 crore in
December 2024. Even if existing investors can
invest, UTIMF's website revealed no new applica-
tions for the schemes. 

Delhi: The 
Parliamentary panel on com-
munications and information
technology, led by BJP law-
maker Nishikant Dubey, will
recommend that the Union
government form the Media
Council of India to regulate
print, television, and online
media, sources said. A senior
panelist suggested an
umbrella body because the
same content occurs across
platforms. You work for a
paper. The Press Council of
India oversees your newspa-
per articles. No regulation
exists for the identical story
in the paper's online edi-
tion.” There is no central reg-
ulator for online material,
but two groups regulate print
and electronic media. The
Press Council of India, a
statutory quasi-judicial

autonomous authority estab-
lished by Parliament, pro-
tects press freedom and
improves newspaper and
news agency standards
.Among other major media
regulatory reforms, the
panel, which addressed fake
news extensively  will recom-
mend this.In the discussion,

Dubey added, “Paid news is
rampant. Illiterate and
gullible individuals think
alike. Without strict regula-
tions, ethical boundaries are
crossed. Investigative jour-
nalism is discouraged by
expensive and lengthy legal
fights for journalists and
media corporations.

IT panel to propose TV, print, online media umbrella

Delhi: After the hack,
WhatsApp issued
Paragon a cease-and-
desist letter . WhatsApp
stated it “will continue
to protect people’s abil-
ity to communicate pri-
vately.” Paragon would-
n't comment.
WhatsApp officials
reported a hacking
attempt on 90 users. A
number of civil society
and media figures were
targeted, although the
official did not specify
who or where. He said
WhatsApp has stopped
the hacking and was
referring targets to
Citizen Lab. Officials
would not reveal how
they determined

Paragon was responsi-
ble for the hack. He
claimed law enforce-
ment and industry part-
ners were informed but
declined to elaborate.
Paragon sells high-end
surveillance software
to government clients,
claiming it is essential
to combating crime and
defending national
security. 
However, journalists,
activists, opposition

politicians, and at least
50 US officials have
found surveillance
capabilities on their
phones, raising fears
about the technology's
unregulated expansion.
Paragon, which was
apparently acquired by
Florida-based invest-
ment group AE
Industrial Partners last
month, has strived to
identify as a responsi-
ble industry actor.

Delhi : The ministry of
electronics and IT
(Meity) announced
that the Union gov-
ernment has amended
the Aadhaar rules to
allow private entities
to use Aadhaar
authentication for
service delivery. The
amendments aim to
give residents “ease of
living” and “better
access to
s e r v i c es ”. M i n i s t r y
Notified Aadhaar
Authentication for
Good Governance
(Social Welfare,
I n n o v a t i o n ,
Knowledge) 
Amendment Rules,
2025, revising 2020
rules.     “The amend-
ment allows govern-
ment and non-govern-
ment entities to use
Aadhaar authentica-
tion, promoting trust-
ed transactions for
both providers and
users,” stated the
announcement. It
stated that the
amendment will make
non-government e-
commerce, travel,
tourism, hospitality,
and health services
easier to use.

The 2020 rules
allowed the Centre to

allow Aadhaar
authentication only
“in the interest of
good governance, pre-
venting leakage of
public funds, promot-
ing ease of living of
residents and enabling
better access to serv-
ices for them” to use
digital platforms for
good governance,
social welfare benefit
dissipation preven-
tion, and innovation
and knowledge dis-
semination. The
amendments
removed "in the inter-
est of good gover-
nance, preventing
leakage of public
funds access to servic-
es for them" and
added "promoting
ease of living of resi-
dents and enabling
better access to serv-
ices for them" as the
fourth purpose,
expanding the reasons
for authentication.

Prasanna S, the
Supreme Court's
advocate-on-record
who challenged
Aadhaar's constitu-
tionality, called the
expansion the "spec-
tre of a surveillance
state", "unwarranted"
and in violation of the
top court's ruling that
struck down Section
57 of the Aadhaar Act,
2016 to bar private
entities from using
authentication servic-
es. The 2025 Rules
change contradicts
the five-judge
Supreme Court ruling
in Puttaswamy v
Union of India (2018).
Section 57 of the
Aadhaar Act, 2016
prohibiting private
entities from employ-
ing authentication
services was over-
turned. He claimed
this amendment prac-
tically re-legislates
what was ruled down.

Privatized entities can employ

Aadhar authentication

A survey found that
58% of manufacturing
businesses were owned
by women in 2023-24,
up 4% from the previ-
ous year.The Annual
Survey of
Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises (ASUSE)
2023-24 found that
28.1% of workers were
women. More than
one-third (33.7%) of
OAES' workforce is
female in OAEs (owned
a c c o u n t
enterprises).Female-
owned businesses rose
to 26.2% in 2023-24
from 22.9% in and 9.7%
to 14.2% in other serv-
ices. Female workers
comprised 18.5% of
recruited workers.
Female workers were

most prevalent in man-
ufacturing (46.5%), fol-
lowed by other services
(22.5%) and trade.West
Bengal has the most
female workers
(12.7%), followed by
Uttar Pradesh (10.4%)
and Maharashtra (9.7%)
in ASUSE 2023-24. West
Bengal and
Maharashtra have the
most rural and urban
female workers, at 16%
and 13%,

respectively.Non-incor-
porated non-far estab-
lishments are not regis-
tered under the
Companies Act 1956 or
the 2013 Act.

Every fourth
proprietary establish-
ment in India was
owned by a woman.
Women run one-third
of private businesses in
Gujarat, Karnataka,
Telangana, and West
Bengal.

Delhi: The Economic
Survey supports allowing
manufacturers to average
legally capped working
hours over three weeks or
longer rather than week-
by-week. Industry cap-
tains want larger hours. It
claims that agile regula-
tions will assist manage-
ment satisfy production

demands and grow."New
Labour Laws are an
improvement. With flexi-
ble legislation and com-
petent implementation,
firms may develop and
create more jobs. "They
protect labor rights and
boost wages," it stated.
The Survey complained
that labor laws like the

Factories Act (1948) limit
working hours to 48 per
week, whereas other
nations "allow these caps
to be averaged over mul-
tiple days and weeks". It
said India's working hour
laws impede manufactur-
ers from satisfying
demand and competing .
globally.  

Public infrastructure spend-

ing rises, but private sector

participation falls

WhatsApp claims Israeli spy-

ware Paragon targets users

Health and wealth benefit

from flexible work hours

Women own almost 50% of small

manufacturing businesses

As medicare policy rates sky-
rocket for seniors over 60,
Irdai has ordered insurers not
to raise senior people' health
premiums by more than 10%
without approval. Before can-
celing senior health coverage,
insurers must get regulator
clearance. As healthcare
prices rise, insurers are

advised to standardize hospi-
tal empanelment and negoti-

ate package rates like the gov-
ernment's PM Jan Arogya
Yojana. Irdai reported a large
increase in prices for various
health insurance policies for
subscribers over 60. Premium
rates depend on projected
claims, administrative expen-
ditures, and acquisition costs,
the regulator said. Private

insurance doesn't standardize
hospitalization expenses,
unlike PMJAY, which negoti-
ates consistent package rates,
which drives these rises.
Seniors have reported virtual-
ly doubling their costs when
entering a higher age category
during an insurer's pricing
change. 

Delhi: Three sources
intimately involved in
the process said India's
six-year-old Agricul-
tural Export Policy
(AEP) will be over-
hauled as export desti-
nations vary and the
country's farm export
basket diversifies. The
planned study will
improve Indian agricul-
tural products' com-
petitiveness, assure
global standards com-
pliance, and promote
value-added products.
The officials quoted
above added on condi-
tion of anonymity that
it will also aim to
enhance commercial
links with emerging
countries while main-

taining strong partner-
ships with old part-
ners. "Our agricultural
exports have grown
over the past five
years. We must exam-
ine the policy to match
export targets with
market demands. One
of the three persons
cited above claimed

the agriculture min-
istry will assist with the
review and set a dead-
line. India was the
eighth-largest agricul-
tural exporter in 2023
despite a drop from
$51.12 billion to
$48.77 billion in FY24.
Recently, changing
global demand pat-

terns, trading partners,
and agricultural tech-
nology have changed
how and where agri-
cultural products are
sold. Two newly
appointed MPC mem-
bers have revived the
Economic Survey's dis-

cussion on removing
food inflation from
monetary policy. Q2
GDP growth and
November food infla-
tion may have
unnerved MPC out-
siders.

Redesigning agri export policies

Delhi: The 2024-25
Economic Survey deliv-
ered to Parliament
found that India still
struggles with infra-
structure development
despite government
efforts. The union gov-
ernment's capital
investment on major
infrastructure sectors
grew 38.8% from FY20
to FY24, although pri-
vate sector participa-
tion in core areas
remained low, accord-
ing to the survey.“India
needs a continued step-
up of infrastructure
investment over the
next two decades to
sustain a high rate of
growth,” the research
says. The National
Monetisation Pipeline
(NMP) program has met
its FY22-24 objective of
4.30 lakh crore with
transactions totaling
3.86 lakh crore. 
In Q1 FY25, average
monthly capital spend-

ing dropped to 0.60
lakh crore from 0.66
lakh crore in July-
November 2024.
Railway network expan-

sion remained constant
at 2,000 kilometers,
with 17 Vande Bharat
train pairs and 228 car-
riages added.

Delhi: 100% FDI will attract
new capital, as multinationals
can now invest without worry-
ing about control or Indian
partners. The capital gains tax
rate of 12% applies to ULIP pro-
ceeds, which do not benefit
from tax exemptions, instead of
the higher marginal tax rate of
30%. Crop cover reinsurance is
exempt from service tax, and
the threshold for tax deduction
at source on insurance commis-
sion has risen from Rs 15,000 to
Rs 20,000. M Nagraju, financial
services secretary, said the FDI
relaxation was one of the sug-
gested insurance measures.
, and the modifications would

Foreign insurers
gain ownership

via 100% FDI

Price pressure caps senior citizen health premium hikes at 10%

Delhi :The Union Cabinet, led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, launched the National Critical
Mineral Mission (NCMM) with a 16,300 crore
expenditure and a projected 18,000 crore invest-
ment from PSUs and other businesses. "Several
crucial decisions have created new scientific and
technology prospects for our children, future
generations, and the economy. Minister told a
Cabinet briefing that PM Modi the National
Critical Minerals Mission today.

The National Critical Mineral Mission

gets 16,300 crore from the cabinet

Delhi: Thirteen busi-
nesses, including sig-
nificant producers of
alcohol, tobacco, and
paan masala, have
received notifications
from the Central
Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) for
using surrogate adver-
tising. The dishonest
practice of using the

same brand name to
promote products
that are prohibited
from direct advertis-
ing is known as "surro-
gate advertising."
Pralhad Joshi, the
union minister of con-
sumer affairs, stated
that the CCPA is creat-
ing regulations to con-
trol the issue.

Norms to stop annoying calls and surro-

gate advertisements next month
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