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New Delhi

Army Chief General
Upendra Dwivedi said,
"Operation Sindoor
was like a faithful
orchestra, where every
musician played a har-
monious role.
Similarly, in 22 min-
utes, the Indian Army
destroyed nine terrorist
sites." He added,
"Military operations
demonstrate the fore-
sight to anticipate
changing circum-
stances. This was a
response not conceived
in the moment, but
developed over years
of deliberation about
how intelligence, preci-
sion, and technology
can combine to trans-
late into action."
General Dwivedi said
that Pakistan also
launched attacks
against India, and all
subsequent Indian
retaliatory strikes were
conducted under
Operation Sindoor. The
nearly 88-hour military

conflict between the
two nuclear-armed
neighbors ended after
an agreement was
reached on the evening
of May 10. The Army
Chief was in Delhi
attending the convoca-
tion ceremony of the
New Delhi Institute of
Management. He told
the students that the
world is changing rap-
idly and that it holds
opportunities.More
than 55 conflicts ongo-
ing, blurring the
boundaries between
peace and war.The
world in the 21st cen-
tury is rife with compe-
tition and conflict.
More than 55 conflicts

are ongoing, involving
over 100 countries,
either directly or
covertly.  
Geoeconomics has
turned into a war-like
strategy: General
Dwivedi
Markets have also
changed—geoeconom-
ics has evolved into a
war-like strategy amid
nationalism, sanctions,
and protectionism.
Technology has trans-
formed warfare—
When they first entered
the military, computers
were a distant memory,
but today the military
is using AI and data
science in combat
operations. From

trenches to networks,
rifles to drones, boots
to bots, and shampoo
sachets to businesses,
technology is changing
the face of warfare.
The Indian Army is
working to achieve
greater agility, work
more closely with the
Navy and Air Force
and other domains,
accelerate moderniza-
tion through the latest
technology, improve
human resource sys-
tems, continuously
refine our system
processes, and increase
efficiency and respon-
siveness.  

The Army
Chief said, "We man-
age millions of lives—I
lead a community of
13 million soldiers,

veterans, and fami-
lies. That's one percent
of India's population.
The corporate world
manages a few hundred
resumes. We manage
millions of lives, ready
to be shot at a single
command."

Operation Sindoor was like a
trusted orchestra: Army Chief

Patna

A recent study in Bihar
has revealed dangerous
levels of uranium in
mothers' milk, raising
serious concerns about
the health of their chil-
dren. Researchers from
several institutions have
found that exposure to
uranium through breast
milk can pose signifi-
cant non-cancerous

health risks to children.
Dr. Ashok Sharma of
AIIMS, Delhi, co-
authored the study. He
explained that the study
analyzed the breast milk
of 40 lactating mothers,
and uranium was found
in all samples. Although
70% of children
showed non-cancerous
health risks, the total
uranium levels were
below the permissible

limit, and it is expected
that the actual health
impact on both mothers
and children will be
minimal. The highest

average contamination
was found in Khagaria
district, and the highest
individual values
??were found in Katihar
district. Although urani-
um exposure may pose
risks such as impaired
neurological develop-
ment and stunted
growth, breastfeeding
should not be discontin-
ued and remains the
most beneficial source

of nutrition for children
unless clinically indicat-
ed. The study found that
70% of children had a
RD > 1, indicating a
non-carcinogenic health
risk from uranium
exposure through breast
milk. Uranium exposure
in children may affect
kidney development,
neurological develop-
ment, cognitive and
mental health out-

comes.They stated that,
however, based on the
uranium concentrations
observed in breast milk
samples (0-5.25 µg/g),
the study still concludes
that the actual impact
on child health is likely
small and that most of
the uranium absorbed
by mothers is primarily
excreted through urine
and not concentrated in
breast milk. 

Uranium in breast milk increases risk of cancer in children

Mumbai

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said that if
India had carried out
operations like
Operation Sindoor after
the November 2008
Mumbai terror attacks,
no one would have
dared to target our
country again. He said
that Pakistan knows it
cannot defeat India in a
direct war, which is
why the terrorist attack
in Pahalgam and the
recent bombings in
Delhi occurred.
Speaking at an event at
the Gateway of India to

mark the 17th anniver-
sary of the 26/11
attacks, he said that this
was not just an attack
on the Taj and Trident
hotels. Mumbai is
India's economic capi-
tal. The attack on this
city was an attack on
the country's sovereign-
ty. If we had understood
this and shown the
courage to carry out
Operation Sindoor at
that time, no one would
have dared to attack us
again. Following the
Pahalgam terror attack
in April 2025, India car-
ried out military opera-
tions under Operation
Sindoor.

'Operation Sindoor' should

have been conducted after

the Mumbai terror attack':

CM Devendra Fadnavis

Lucknow

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has issued
clear instructions to all
District Magistrates to
take swift and stringent
action against illegal
immigrants.
Emphasizing that law
and order, national secu-
rity and social harmony

remain top priorities, he
stated that any illegal
activity will not be toler-
ated. District administra-

tions have been directed
to identify illegal immi-
grants residing in their
areas and take action in

accordance with the law.
CM has also instructed
the establishment of
temporary detention cen-
ters in each district to
house identified infiltra-
tors. Foreign nationals
found living illegally
will be accommodated
in these centers until the
completion of the verifi-
cation process.

Lucknow

The extensive efforts
made towards the social
and economic empower-
ment of women in Uttar
Pradesh under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath are
now yielding concrete
results. The state has
seen rapid improve-
ments in areas such as
women's safety, educa-
tion, health, financial
independence, and
employment generation.
Building on this trans-

formation, Uttar Pradesh
is today setting a new
example of social and
economic change
through women's
empowerment.The state
government prioritized
women's safety.

Initiatives such as the
activation of the Anti-
Romeo Squad, the
expansion of the 1090
Women Power Line,
and Pink Patrol have
created a safe environ-
ment for women. The

impact of the changing
social climate is clearly
visible in both cities and
villages. Positive atti-
tudes towards girls' edu-
cation have increased in
families, and parents are
now encouraging their
daughters to pursue
higher education with-
out hesitation. Mission
Shakti has played a sig-
nificant role in social
empowerment. Through
this initiative, women's
groups were connected
with leadership, self-
reliance, security.

New Delhi

Cold weather has rap-
idly set in across North
India. Temperatures are
steadily dropping in the
plains of North India,
while rain is expected
in South India. The
cold will intensify in
Delhi starting today.
According to the
Meteorological
Department, the maxi-
mum temperature in
Delhi today is expected
to be 26 degrees, the
minimum temperature
11 degrees, and the
wind speed is expected

to be 10-15 kmph.Fog
in Punjab and Madhya
PradeshThe tempera-
ture in Delhi dropped
to 1 degree Celsius by
nightfall, making it feel
cold. The International
Meteorological
Department (IMD) has
issued its latest weather
forecast with health
advisories for resi-

dents.A light fog layer
was observed in many
areas of Punjab, Bihar,
eastern Uttar Pradesh,
and western Madhya
Pradesh. Over the next
two to three days, night
temperatures may
slightly increase in
parts of Central India,
Maharashtra, and
Gujarat. Cold wave

conditions may devel-
op in western Madhya
Pradesh.
Chills intensify in
Uttar Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh will
experience severe cold
with fog in the morn-
ing on November 23rd;
The minimum tempera-
ture will be 11-15
degrees Celsius, with a
further drop of 2-4
degrees Celsius expect-
ed between November
26-28. Severe cold will
continue in Uttar
Pradesh today, and
morning fog and mist
will affect visibility.

New Delhi

Regarding the adminis-
trative process related
to the Union Territory
of Chandigarh, the
Central Government
has clarified that the
proposal to simplify the
legal process at the
central level for
Chandigarh is currently

under consideration,
and no final decision
has been taken. The
government also clari-
fied that the proposal
does not involve any
changes to
Chandigarh's gover-
nance system or alter-
ing its traditional rela-
tionship with Punjab
and Haryana.

The central government clari-

fied its stand on Chandigarh
New Delhi

Recalling the role of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
during an event in New
Delhi on Saturday, BJP
President JP Nadda alleged
that for four decades after
independence, the Congress
party did not give Patel's
contributions the place in
history that they truly
deserved. He said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is the leader who has
given Sardar Patel the
rightful respect. At the
event, Nadda also flagged
off the 150 Unity March,
marking Patel's birth
anniversary. Nadda said
that at the time of India's
independence, the country

was divided into 562
princely states, and the
British wanted India to
remain weak and divided.
However, Sardar Patel uni-
fied all these princely states
within two years, establish-
ing India as a strong nation.
He said that despite his
immense contribution,
Congress governments, for
political reasons, did not
give Patel the respect he
deserved.

Congress suppressed Sardar
Patel's contribution: Nadda

New Delhi

The government is now
increasing the deploy-
ment of Indo-Tibetan
Border Police Force per-
sonnel to enhance surveil-
lance along the India-
China LAC. The ITBP
guards the 3,488-kilome-
ter-long LAC. The ITBP's
Director General has
announced that 10 all-
women border outposts
will be established along
the LAC. Following the
2020 border clash in
Ladakh, the ITBP devel-
oped a "forwardization"

plan. Under this plan, the
ITBP will expand its 215
border outposts in north-
ern and eastern
India.Government
approves seven new
battalionsIndo-Tibetan
Border Police Director
General Praveen Kumar
stated this during the

force's 64th Raising Day
parade in Jammu on
Saturday. He said, "We
have implemented the
forwardization plan, and
as a result, the number of
forward-deployed border
outposts has now
increased from 180 to
215." The DG said, "The

Women will protect the India-China border,

ITBP will set up 10 women border posts

Nagpur
In Nagpur, Maharashtra,
when her parents refused
to give their daughter a
mobile phone, the teenag-
er, driven by stubbornness,
committed suicide. The
8th-grade student hanged
herself. Upon receiving
the information, police
arrived at the scene and
sent the body to the hospi-
tal for a postmortem. The
incident occurred near the
Hanuman Temple in the
Chankapur area of
??Nagpur. The 13-year-old
8th-grade student hanged
herself because her par-
ents refused to buy her a
new smartphone.

An 8th-grade student

took her own life after

her parents refused to

give her a mobile phone

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat and UP Chief Minister

Yogi Adityanath at the Divya Geeta Prerna Utsav

programme organised in Lucknow.

UP: A new era of women's empowerment,
from social change to economic progress

Minimum temperature in Delhi-NCR 

reaches 10 degrees, fog warning in UP

CM orders stringent measures against illegal immigrants
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Kaushambi
After having physical
relations with another
man, the woman start-
ed staying away from
her husband and when
the husband opposed
this, the woman
abused her husband
and instigated him to
commit suicide, due to
which the young man
committed suicide.
After the suicide, the
police arrested the
young man's wife and
sent her to jail. On
21.11.2025, informa-
tion was given at
Kaushambi police sta-
tion that Anil Kumar's
wife Laxmi Devi had
an illicit relationship
with Shailendra
Kumar, resident of vil-
lage Bhaila
Makdumpur, police
station Karari, due to
which he was trou-

bled. On 19.11.2025,
Anil told his wife not
to do such wrong
things or else I will
commit suicide. On
this, Laxmi Devi said
go and die, it does not
matter to me. Hearing
this, Anil committed
suicide by hanging
himself inside the
house. On the com-
plaint of Anil's mother,
a case was registered
at Kaushambi police
station under relevant
sections. On the basis

of sufficient evidence
during the investiga-
tion, on 23.11.2025,
the Kaushambi police
team filed a case
against the wanted
person related to the
above. Accused
Lakshmi Devi, daugh-
ter of Munna Lal, resi-
dent of village Bhaila
Makdumpur, police
station Karari, was
arrested and after legal
proceedings, the
accused was sent to
the court. 

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Kaushambi 

A young woman from Sirathu
Road in the Manjhanpur
Kotwali area has been having
a physical relationship with
her neighbor for a long time.
After the matter came to light,
the woman leveled several
serious allegations against the
neighbor. Instead of com-
plaining to the police station
and the Superintendent of
Police in Kaushambi, the
woman sent a letter directly to
the Inspector General of
Police, Prayagraj Zone. 

The woman says that some
time ago, a neighbor filmed
her while she was bathing.
After that, the neighbor began
blackmailing her. The neigh-
bor came to Jhansi and had a
physical relationship with the
young man. The woman says
that by talking about buying

land, the young man took
away her jewelry worth three
lakh rupees. The woman, who
has been having a physical
relationship with a young man
from the neighboring commu-
nity for a long time, now says
that when she is asking for the
jewelry back, the accused
men, Ashish Soni, Anshu
Soni, her sister, etc., are
threatening to make the
videos and photos viral. 
After they made the photos
viral, the woman's husband
came to know about the mat-
ter. 
The woman's husband had a
heated argument with them. It

is alleged that she was
abused, beaten, her clothes
were torn, and her head was
broken. And a threat to kill
was also given. The girl says
that she too was injured in the
assault and has been treated in
the hospital and the matter has
been reported. The girl said
that the father of the accused
youth is a follower of
Manjhanpur Kotwali but the
father is not doing the duty of
a follower and at present his
son is doing the duty of a fol-
lower in place of the father
due to which the Kotwali
police is not listening to her
complaint. 
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Kaushambi. Vipin
Kumar, son of
Harischandra
Kesarwani, a business-
man living in the town
of Nagar Palika
Parishad Manjhanpur,
was returning after
dropping his school
children from school
on the morning of
November 19th. He
parked his bike on the
side of the road in front
of Chaurasia Pan Shop
near State Bank and
was sitting on the bike.
Meanwhile, the driver
of a speeding bike

number UP 73 H 7963
collided with his
parked bike, causing
Vipin to fall on the

road and was seriously
injured. Seeing the
accident, people nearby
reached the spot and

took him to the district
hospital for treatment,
from where he was
referred to Prayagraj,

where he is undergoing
treatment. 

Kotwali
police have been
informed of the matter.
Police have registered a
case in the matter and
started searching for
the bike rider. It is said
that Babul, a resident
of Karari Road,
Kotwali, Manjhanpur,
had come to the spot to
pick up the bike that
had caused the acci-
dent, upon which local
people protested
against him, upon
which Babul also
abused the people.
Police are searching for
the bike rider. 
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Prayagraj. A roadways
bus driver was publicly
assaulted in Soraon on
Sunday. A group of
youths boarded the
moving bus, verbally
abused him, and kicked
and punched him.
Passengers on board
screamed in terror. The
bus belonged to the
Pratapgarh depot and
was coming from
Sultanpur to Prayagraj's
Civil Lines bus station.
A video of the incident
has surfaced. However,
the police have denied
receiving any com-
plaint.Dispute over

Unloading LuggageIt is
reported that the inci-
dent began with an
argument over a delay
in unloading luggage. A
passenger and his com-
panions had an argu-
ment with the driver and
conductor. After the
driver drove off, the
same youth, along with
his companions,
approached from behind
in a car and tried to stop

the bus.The driver was
assaulted after boarding
a moving bus.The video
clearly shows that when
the bus slowed down,
some young men got
out of a car, boarded the
bus, and began assault-
ing the driver.
Throughout the incident,
the young men are seen
continuously abusing,
creating panic among
the passengers.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

District Magistrate Mr.
Manish Kumar Verma on
Sunday inspected the distri-
bution, collection, and digiti-
zation of voter forms at vari-
ous booths as part of the spe-
cial intensive revision cam-
paign of the voter list and
provided necessary guidelines
to all concerned officials. The
District Magistrate had given
instructions to run a special
campaign on Sunday to
ensure that voters do not face
any inconvenience in filling
the forms during the revision
of voter list being done under
SIR in Prayagraj district and

they do not have to wander
anywhere. In this sequence, a
special campaign was run
today and all the BLOs along
with other supporting staff
were present at their respec-
tive booths. The District
Magistrate inspected booths
including Ashok Nagar,
Maharishi Balmiki Inter
College, Zone No. 2
Muthiganj Ward-6 Tulsipur
and DAB Inter College
Meerapur and obtained infor-
mation from the BLOs and
other concerned officials
about the number of forms
distributed and collected in
relation to the number of vot-
ers there and how many

forms were digitized and
gave instructions to increase
the progress of the work. He
has instructed the BLOs to
increase the door-to-door
contact campaign and to
speed up the work of getting
the forms filled by the voters,
collecting them and digitizing
them. 
He talked to the people pres-
ent at the booth and under-
stood their problems and also
informed them about the
process of filling the form
and necessary instructions.
Municipal Commissioner Sai
Teja and other concerned
officials were present on this
occasion. 

DM distributed voter forms as
part of the SIR campaign  

Police arrested a woman
who incited her husband

to commit suicide

A young man from a neighboring community had been in

a physical relationship with a young woman for a long

time and then deceived her and stole jewellery worth lakhs

A businessman sitting on a bike parked on the tracks

was hit by a speeding bike, seriously injuring him

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Azhuva, Kaushambi. A
young man riding a bike
tragically died after being
hit by an unknown speed-
ing vehicle on the high-
way near Munir Chai
Paan in the Adarsh
??Nagar Panchayat
Azhuva town of Saini
Kotwali. The news of the
young man's death caused
an uproar in the family.
Police arrived on the
scene, sent the body for
post-mortem and are
beginning further pro-
ceedings.Sonu Pal, 26,
son of the late Indrapal, a
resident of Kakrali vil-
lage, a hamlet of Dhumai
in Saini Kotwali, was his
father's only son. Sonu
worked in a private job in
Ahmedabad, Gujarat.
According to family mem-
bers, Sonu had come
home for Diwali. Sonu
had gone to Sultanpur
Ghosh on Saturday for an
invitation and returned by
evening. He left for Saini

on his bike around 9 pm
for an invitation. At
around 9:35 p.m., as
Munir reached the high-
way in front of
Chaayapaan in Azhuva
town, an unknown vehicle
coming at high speed
from Kanpur hit the bike
and fled. According to
eyewitnesses, the impact
was so strong that the
bike jumped and fell

about twenty feet away,
and the unknown vehicle
ran over the biker. The
young man died on the
spot. Police arrived on the
information, took the
body into custody, com-
pleted the formalities on
the complaint of the
deceased's cousin, Pramod
Kumar, and sent it for
post-mortem. The family
performed the last rites on

Monday evening in a
mournful atmosphere. The
deceased's mother
Kalavati, wife Poonam,
and one-and-a-half-year-
old daughter Baby are
inconsolable due to the
young man's death.
According to the residents
of the area, 2027 is near
and if the elevated bridge
is not built, politicians
will be held accountable. 

Fight on a Moving

Roadways Bus, Video Viral

A young man died in an accident on
the Azhuva Highway last night, 

extinguishing the light of a family's life
Visited various booths to inspect the collection and digitization work,

and provided necessary guidelines to all concerned officials

Azhuva Highway is reeling from accidents, and officials
have turned a blind eye to the flyover construction

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Kaushambi. Last night, near

Chandwari intersection, under the

jurisdiction of the Muratganj

police station, a young man cross-

ing the road was hit by a vehicle,

causing him to fall to the ground

and sustain serious injuries.

Seeing the accident, nearby resi- dents rushed to the scene and

informed the police and ambu-

lance. Locals, with the help of an

ambulance, admitted the injured

youth to the Alam Chand

Community Health Center for

treatment. Doctors referred him to

the district hospital, where he was

declared dead due to his serious

injuries. The local police took cus-

tody of the body and sent it for a

post-mortem. Upon learning of

the accident, family members also

arrived, and the family is in a state

of shock.According to reports,

Shivnarayan, approximately 40

years old, son of Kedarnath, a res-

ident of Dharamraj Nagar Ward

No. 19, also known as

Mujahidpur, had gone out for

some work on Saturday night.

A young man crossing the road was hit by a vehicle and died during treatment
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Suman Singh
Circa 1900: Rudyard Kipling
wrote Kim, placing the epony-
mous hero at the centre of the
Great Game of espionage
between the British Empire
and Russia in the 19th centu-
ry. The book is set after the
Second Anglo-Afghan War,
which ended in 1881, but
before the Third, likely in the
period 1893–98. Kim, short
for Kimball O’Hara, is an
impoverished Irish orphan
who lives on the streets of
Lahore and works for Mahbub
Ali, a Pashtun horse trader. He
later befriends an aged
Tibetan lama, accompanies
him on his journey along the
Grand Trunk Road, learns

about the Great Game, and is
eventually recruited by
Mahbub Ali, who works for
the British Secret Service in
their quest to extend influ-
ence in both Afghanistan and
Tibet.Whether or not the
Great Game—the expression
used by British imperialists to
describe the perceived expan-
sion of Russian influence in
Afghanistan, Central Asia, and
Tibet—actually existed, the
fact remains that surveys
were undertaken, expeditions
mounted, spymasters recruit-
ed, and novels written, even
as soldiers lost their lives.
Taking a cue from Viceroy
George Curzon, all pro-estab-
lishment papers—from the

Civil and Military Gazette of
Lahore to The Pioneer of
Lucknow, The Statesman of
Calcutta (now Kolkata), and
The Times of India of Bombay
(now Mumbai)—concurred
that Tsarist Russia posed a
real threat to the jewel in
Britain’s crown. A hundred
and twenty years later, histori-
ans remain sceptical of
Curzon’s assertions.Is the hue
and cry about the Deep State
similar to the Great Game?
Whether or not it exists,
whether it operates in all
countries, and whether the
‘deep state’ of one country is
connected with others
through the dark web or
entrenched corporate inter-

ests remains unclear, as the
discourse is more ideological
than empirical. Sometimes,
those who claim to be part of
the deep state ascribe to
themselves a larger-than-life
role in state affairs—for exam-
ple, AS Dulat and Asad Durrani
in their 2018 book The Spy
Chronicles: RAW, ISI and the
Illusion of Peace. Their claim
to be arbiters of one of the
most tense and difficult rela-
tionships in the region has
been widely critiqued by
reviewers.The term first
gained wide currency in the
context of Türkiye as derin
devlet, which literally trans-
lates to “deep state” in
English. 

Therefore, the frontier highway will also be an
economic asset, apart from being a strategic
masterstroke. This will also develop a connec-
tivity conduit by interlinking the East-West
Industrial Corridor Highway and the Trans-
Arunachal Highway. It will also discourage
migration from the border space to urban
areas. The development will become more dis-
tributive than concentric. Pressure on the
urban space will be primarily eased. The volatil-
ities of the border space and Chinese hege-
monic gravity will be minimised because of
India’s fully prepared, vigilant presence in the
region.
The Myanmar chapter is currently in the dol-

drums. The Chinese alleged involvement in
derailing democratic government there dis-
turbs the geopolitics in the region, which
imposes a cloud of uncertainty around India’s
infrastructure projects in Myanmar. Given the
geopolitical complexity in the region, India
makes measured strategic progress and
anchors its hold firmly and irreplaceably.
Building tunnels, bridges, airports, railroads,
highways, etc, has become part of the process
that systematically ensures India’s strength and
resilience. On the contrary, China’s determined
efforts in building highways, tunnels, bridges,
railways, etc, on the Tibetan Plateau explain its
preparedness. The skirmishes it indulges in
along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) indicate
its ulterior motive. Though Beijing might claim
that packing the plateau with high-tech infra-
structure is mainly for the economic develop-
ment of Tibet, the territorial desires embedded
in this exercise cannot be ignored. The
Nyingchi-Lhasa rail line and highway that
Beijing has built, as well as some sections that
remain under construction, come close to the
McMahon Line. Its concept of reconstituting
border villages and a host of other things are
symptoms of the region’s complex geopolitics.
Chinese brinkmanship has been primarily
responsible for the disturbed geopolitics of the
region. Much of these crises is expected to be
resolved by the frontier highway. Therefore,
India puts the required effort in the right direc-
tion to ease these tensions in the region.
West Siang, Upper Siang, Dibang Valley, Lower
Dibang Valley, Anjaw, and Changlang in
Arunachal Pradesh adjoining 

Tibet and Myanmar is a geostrategic mile-
stone. It was conceived in 2016 and is expected
to be completed in 2027. Work in this direction
has started at a quick pace. This shows the
urgency and importance India gives to its terri-
torial integrity.
The infrastructural development that China has
brought along the McMahon Line is quite
extensive. The frontier highway is a precise and
direct response to this and to curb China’s irra-
tionality. The highway will become an all-
weather road to handle any geopolitical and
geostrategic pressure likely to emanate from
the other side of the border. From Tawang to
Vijayanagar, which covers the entire border
space in Arunachal Pradesh, the frontier high-
way is a milestone in India’s robust prepared-
ness in the eastern Himalayas. The dragon finds
a fitting competitor.The scale with which China
develops its infrastructural might, both at the
border and in the hinterland, the frontier high-
way is a geostrategic imperative. The risk these
complex infrastructures present leaves no
scope for a second thought but to act urgently
to protect the territorial integrity of India. The
frontier highway manifests India’s right intent
and seriousness in addressing the possible dan-
gers that the enemy constantly poses. The fron-
tier highway will present the required check-
mate to Chinese bullying attitudes in the
region. Beijing’s reaction to these infrastructur-
al initiatives is not new. It always does this to
keep itself relevant in the thick of things.
However, it has no business in making any com-
ment as Arunachal Pradesh is an integral part
of the sovereign India. China uses this
drama to keep the issue alive and
effectively uses its propaganda
machinery to develop.
some geopolitical weight in

the region. 

Deepesh Sharma
The Modi government’s
main move in the Union
Budget 2025 has been to cut
personal income tax. As
finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said in her
speech, it is meant to boost
demand in the economy.
However, the government
doesn’t expect a higher-
than-usual increase in other
non-debt receipts and has
budgeted a decline in the
deficit. The budgeted capital
expenditure is the same as
the revised estimates for
2024-25.The tax cut should
be seen in the context of
other fiscal policy moves the
Modi government has made
in the last decade to boost
growth.Since 2016, the
Indian economy has strug-
gled to sustain rapid growth.
From 2016 to 2019, it was in
a relentless showdown, with
GDP growth falling to 3.9 per
cent in 2019-20. The GDP
then fell sharply in 2020-21
due to the pandemic.After
this sharp decline, high GDP
growth numbers created a
false sense of complacency,
but the compound annual
growth rate between 2019-
20 and 2024-25 is only 4.8
per cent. The latest GDP esti-
mates suggest that the econ-
omy is slowing down again—
with growth clocking at 5.4
per cent in the July-
September quarter of 2024.
Even if we set aside the cri-
tiques of GDP estimation in
India, growth remains a topic
of concern in policy conver-
sations.The government’s
response to an economic
challenge depends on what
it considers to be the root
cause. The Modi govern-
ment’s actions over the past

decade suggest that it seeks
to address India’s economic
growth pangs through fiscal
policy. Consequently, fiscal
policy has done much of the
heavy lifting in the govern-
ment’s growth strategy over
the past decade.In the eco-
nomic slowdown from 2016-
17 to 2019-20, the govern-
ment sought to maintain its
expenditure. To do so with-
out increasing the reported
fiscal deficit, from 2017-18 to
2019-20, it transformed a
significant part of its on-
budget expenditure into off-
budget expenditure done by
public enterprises. It also
sharply raised cesses and
surcharges on petroleum
products, which are not
shared with the states. These
unusual tactics allowed the
government to spend more,
and expenditure continued
to outpace GDP
growth.These tactics also
allowed the government to
introduce new cash transfer
schemes such as PM KISAN
and increase allocations to
existing schemes.In 2019, in
an effort to stimulate invest-
ment, the government
announced major tax breaks
for corporates, especially in
manufacturing. At the time,
corporate tax collection had

been growing rapidly while
other taxes were struggling
to deliver the budgeted
increase. The tax cut led to a
sharp reduction in the corpo-
rate tax to GDP ratio in the
subsequent years.As the
pandemic hit, fiscal policy
became even more central. 
The pandemic allowed the
government to suspend its
concern for deficits and bring
the off-budget expenditure
to the Budget in 2020-21. For
a few years, revenue expen-
diture as a percentage of
GDP was higher than its pre-
pandemic levels. Among
other things, this allowed the
government to increase sub-
sidies and cash transfers, and
introduce production-linked
incentives for manufacturing
in India. Total subsidies as a
percentage of GDP have now
gone back to their pre-pan-
demic levels.The most
important change in expen-
diture since the pandemic
has been in its composition.
Of the Union government’s
total expenditure, the share
of capital expenditure has
increased. Its share rose
from 12.5 per cent of total
expenditure in 2019-20 to
22.2 per cent in 2023-24.In
2019-20, capital expenditure
was 1.67 per cent of GDP. It

rose to 3.21 per cent.
in 2023-24, before moderat-

ing to 3.14 per cent in 2024-
25 (revised estimates). It is
again budgeted to be 3.14
per cent of GDP in 2025-
26.At the same time, there
was a reduction in capital
expenditure by public enter-
prises in these years. If we
consider the combined capi-
tal expenditure by the Union
government and its public
enterprises from the pre-
pandemic years, there has
been a decline.Between
2017-18 and 2019-20, the
combined capital expendi-
ture was 4.94 per cent of
GDP, while it has been only
4.32 per cent of GDP
between 2022-23 and 2024-
25. This probably shows the
limitations of implementa-
tion capacity that a capital
expenditure strategy tends
to run into.So, in the last
decade, the government has
tried a variety of fiscal tac-
tics—from increasing expen-
diture by “creatively” easing
the Budget constraints, to
giving generous corporate
tax cuts, to introducing new
welfare schemes, to increas-
ing on-budget capital expen-
diture. The cut in the person-
al income tax is the latest in
this series of measures.If this
does not work, there are
other arrows in the fiscal
quiver—cut in GST, for
instance. The fiscal policy
landscape in India is such
that there are always some
instruments at the govern-
ment’s disposal, especially
because it borrows domesti-
cally for the most part, that
too, through financial institu-
tions it controls.All this tells
us something about the gov-
ernment’s explanation of

how the economy works and
what the challenges are. The
government probably does
not see deeper problems in
the political economy. Now
that it has made so many fis-
cal policy interventions, per-
haps it should consider
whether these can truly
address the growth pangs of
the Indian economy.The fun-
damental challenge for the
Indian economy for over a
decade has been the lack of
revival of private investment
and the lackadaisical per-
formance of merchandise
exports. While the latter per-
formed well for about six
quarters in the post-pan-
demic period, this was due
to temporary opportunities
created at that time—the
exports are now back to low
growth. Similarly, there have
been a few quarters of better
private investment activity in
recent years, but we are not
yet in a period of revival.On
the other hand, some high-
productivity services sectors
continue to be the silver lin-
ing. The IT services exports
have continued to grow and
export services such as busi-
ness and management con-
sultancy as well as public
relations have doubled from
the pre-pandemic years.The
FM’s Budget speech and
Economic Survey 2024-25
hinted at actions beyond fis-
cal policy—deregulation and
tax code simplification.
Depending on what reforms
will follow, these can be
steps in the right direction.
However, two points are
worth considering.

First, mere deregulation is
not enough—a well-func-
tioning market requires a
suitable regulatory role.

Abhimanyu Sharma
To stand in this house is to be
reminded of what is most beautiful
about religious faith: its ability to give
solace and to inspire, its aspiration to
these great and lovely heights, in
which strength and delicacy are so
perfectly conjoined. In addition, to be
asked to speak here on this day, the
fourth anniversary of the notorious
fatwa of the late Imam Khomeini, is a
particular honour. When I was an
undergraduate at this college,
between 1965 and 1968, the years of
flower-power and student power, I
would have found the notion of deliv-
ering an address in King’s Chapel
pretty far-out, as we used to say; and
yet, such are the journeys of one’s life
that here I stand. I am grateful to the
Chapel and the college for extending
this invitation, which I take as a ges-
ture of solidarity and support, sup-
port not merely for one individual
but, much more importantly, for the
high moral principles of human rights
and human freedoms that the
Khomeini edict seeks so brutally to
attack. For just as King’s Chapel may
be taken as a symbol of what is best
about religion, so the fatwa has
become a symbol of what is worst. It
feels all the more appropriate to be
speaking here because it was while in
my final year of reading history at
Cambridge that I came across the
story of the so-called satanic verses
or temptation of the Prophet
Muhammad, and of his rejection of
that temptation. That year, I had cho-
sen as one of my special subjects a
paper on Muhammad, the rise of
Islam, and the caliphate. So few stu-
dents chose this option that the lec-
tures were cancelled. The other stu-
dents switched to different special
subjects. However, I was anxious to
continue, and Arthur Hibbert, one of
the King’s history dons, agreed to
supervise me. So as it happened I
was, I think, the only student in
Cambridge who took the paper. The

next year, I’m told, it was not offered
again. This is the kind of thing that
almost leads one to believe in the
workings of a hidden hand. The story
of the ‘satanic verses’ can be found,
among other places, in the canonical
writings of the classical writer al-
Tabari. He tells us that on one occa-
sion the Prophet was given verses
which seemed to accept the divinity
of the three most popular pagan god-
desses of Mecca, thus compromising
Islam’s rigid monotheism. Later he
rejected these verses as being a trick
of the devil saying that Satan had
appeared to him in the guise of the
Archangel Gabriel and spoken ‘satan-
ic verses.’ Historians have long specu-
lated about this incident, wondering
if perhaps the nascent religion had
been offered a sort of deal by the
pagan authorities of the city, which
was flirted with and then refused. I
felt the story humanized the Prophet,
and, therefore made him more acces-
sible, more easily comprehensible to
a modern reader, for whom the pres-
ence of doubt in a human mind, and
human imperfections in a great man’s
personality, can only make that mind,
that personality, more attractive. 
Indeed, according to the traditions of
the Prophet, even the Archangel
Gabriel was understanding about the
incident, assuring him that such
things had befallen all the prophets,
and that he need not worry about
what had happened. It seems that
the Archangel Gabriel, and the God in
whose name he spoke, was rather
more tolerant than some of those
who presently affect to speak in the
name of God. Khomeini’s fatwa itself
may be seen as a set of modern
satanic verses. In the fatwa, once
again, evil takes on the guise of
virtue; and the faithful are deceived.
It’s important to remember what the
fatwa is.  One cannot properly call it a
sentence, since it far exceeds its
author’s jurisdiction; since it contra-
venes fundamental principles.

The fourth anniversary of the notori-

ous fatwa of the late Imam Khomeini

Swati 
While this may seem like a trivialisa-
tion of GST, it actually lays bare how
the system has now rebounded on its
initial promise of bringing ease of
doing business in the country. The
Finance Minister’s four-minute
explanation on the taxation of pop-
corn highlighted how complex the
system has become. It shouldn’t take
anybody that much time to explain
the applicable tax rates on a single
product. Since then, GST has been
ridiculed, derided, lamented about,
and generally panned by laypeople
and even former government offi-
cials who worked on its implementa-
tion. That is why India’s Goods and
Services Tax is ThePrint’s Newsmaker
of the Week. So, what is the issue
behind GST on popcorn? You see, as
per the taxman, depending on your
taste preferences, popcorn can
either be a namkeen (salty) or a

mithai (sweet) — forget that those
two terms have never been used by
anyone to refer to popcorn.  Ready-
to-eat popcorn, salted and spiced for
taste, and sold loosely attracts a GST
rate of 5 per cent. That same pop-
corn, if packaged and labelled,
attracts a rate of 12 per cent. One
wonders what happens if the vendor
tears open the packet and sells loose
popcorn to the customer. Perhaps
the universe will explode, who
knows? Things get even trickier
when you talk about caramel pop-
corn. Those who prefer this flavour
will have to shell out 18 per cent GST,
regardless of whether it is packaged
or sold loose. Then some head to the
movie hall and ask for salted and
caramel popcorn mixed together.
What happens to them?  Over the
week, one particular meme stood
out among the lot. It was a picture of
salted caramel popcorn .

It shouldn’t take anybody
that much time to explain the

applicable tax rates

Beijing might claim that

packing the plateau

Well-functioning market requires a suitable

regulatory role of the state

A hundred and twenty years later, historians remain sceptical
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