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Fatehpur: A Public hearing Program was organ-

ized by Superintendent of Police Anoop Kumar

Singh at the police office on Wednesday. During

the Public hearing, the problems of complainants

from various areas of the district were heard

attentively and necessary instructions were given

to the concerned officers and station house offi-

cers for the qualitative, impartial, and timely res-

olution of each case. The SP of Fatehpur took

detailed information on complaints including land

disputes, family disputes, assault, fraud and

harassment of women during the public hearing.

He instructed the officers to ensure the swift res-

olution of every complaint received under the

legal process, so that the victims do not have to

repeatedly visit the offices.  The Superintendent

of Police clearly stated that resolving the prob-

lems of the public is the top priority of the

Police.   

Employment Fair to be
held at CRPF Group
Center Prayagraj on

January 24

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. An employment fair will be organized

at the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)

Group Center, Prayagraj, on January 24, 2026,

under the Prime Minister's ambitious employment

scheme. This information was given by Deputy

Inspector General of Police, Group Center CRPF

Prayagraj, Dheeraj Kumar.He said that the

employment fair will start at 9 am. During the

event, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will virtual-

ly present appointment letters to the newly select-

ed candidates through video conferencing. The

objective of the event is to provide employment

opportunities to the youth and increase their par-

ticipation in government services.

SP listens to Public grievances

at Public Hearing 
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Ghazipur. The Zamania
police station in the district
has achieved a major success
by arresting two notorious
criminals involved in robbery
and snatching incidents with-
in just 12 hours in a police
encounter. During the
encounter, one criminal was
injured by a gunshot and has
been sent to the Zamania
Community Health Center
for treatment. Police recov-
ered two illegal pistols, car-
tridges, and Rs. 15,000 in
cash from the
criminals.According to the

police, as part of the ongoing
campaign against criminals,
on Wednesday, the Station
House Officer of Zamania,
along with his team, was
patrolling the area. During
this time, they received infor-
mation from an informant
that criminals involved in
robbery and snatching were
present in the police station
area, planning another crime,
between Tajpur and
Chitawanpatti. Upon receiv-
ing the information, the
police team cordoned off the
area and attempted to appre-
hend the criminals.Seeing
themselves surrounded near

the canal intersection on the
Bhaidpur to Lahuwar road,
the criminals opened fire on
the police team with the
intention of killing them. The
police retaliated with con-
trolled firing in self-defense,
in which Arman Qureshi, son
of Saddiq Qureshi, a resident
of Pathan Toli, Zamania
town, Zamania police station,
Ghazipur, sustained gunshot
wounds to both his legs. He
fell to the ground injured,
while the other criminal was
apprehended by the police.

The injured crim-
inal was immediately sent to
the Zamania Community

Health Center for treatment,
keeping in mind humanitari-
an considerations. Police
recovered two illegal pistols
(.315 bore), two spent car-
tridges, one live cartridge,
and Rs. 15,000 in cash from
the scene.
A case has been registered
under the relevant sections
regarding the police
encounter and the recovery
of the items, and legal action
is being taken. The encounter
team included Station House
Officer Ramsajan Nagar and
his team, and Sub-Inspector
Brijeshwar Yadav and his
team.
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Prayagraj (Meja).A
rural media workshop,
‘Vartalap Programme,’
was organized on
Thursday at Pandit
Kripashankar Tiwari
College in Meja tehsil
by the Press
Information Bureau
(PIB) Lucknow.
Discussions were held
on the ‘Developed
India – G Ram Ji
Law’ enacted by
Parliament and the
central government's
welfare schemes. A
large number of local
journalists participated
in the program.The
chief guest, former
Vice-Chancellor of
Banaras Hindu

University, Prof.
Girish Chandra
Tripathi, said that this
law is based on the
concept of service,
good governance, and
prosperity and is a sig-
nificant step towards
making rural India
self-reliant. He
informed that under
this law, there is a pro-
vision for guarantee-
ing 125 days of
employment per year
to eligible rural fami-
lies.Dilip Kumar
Shukla, Director of
PIB and Central
Bureau of
Communication, Uttar
Pradesh, said that the
objective of the
‘Developed India – G
Ram Ji Law’ is to
strengthen rural liveli-

hoods and ensure that
the benefits of the
schemes reach the last
person. He informed
that a five-day exhibi-
tion and seminar on
the same subject will
be organized from
January 24 to 28,
2026.Former Deputy
Director of Education
Ashok Nath Tiwari,
Chairman of the Child
Welfare Committee
Dr. Akhilesh Mishra,
and Deputy Regional
Manager of Bank of
Baroda Anoop Shukla
also shared their views
at the program. The
speakers said that the
dream of a developed
India will only be
realized when villages
are empowered and
self-reliant.
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Tharwai / Under the
direction of NCC
Group Headquarters
Prayagraj, the five-day
parasailing adventure
activity camp organized
by 17 UP Battalion
NCC, Prayagraj, from
January 21st to January
25th, 2026, at the Air
Force area, Phaphamau
Padila airstrip, success-
fully completed its sec-
ond day in accordance
with pre-determined
standards and complete
safety protocols.
Colonel Praveen Kumar
S, Commanding Officer
of 6 UP Girls Battalion
NCC, Prayagraj, graced
the occasion with his
presence during the
inspection of the sec-
ond day of this adven-
ture camp. 

Colonel
Praveen Kumar S him-
self took a flight in a
parasailing balloon,
encouraging the cadets
and infusing new ener-
gy into the cadets and
NCC staff with his
inspiring and motiva-
tional address. In his
address, Colonel
Praveen Kumar S high-

ly praised Lieutenant
Colonel Arvind Singh,
the Administrative
Officer of 17 UP
Battalion NCC,
Prayagraj, for the effi-
cient leadership, robust
planning, and excellent
management of this
five-day special para-
sailing adventure activ-
ity camp and extended
his best wishes for the
safe and successful
completion of the
camp. On the second
day of the camp, cadets
from 15 UP Battalion,
16 UP Battalion, and 17
UP Battalion NCC,
Prayagraj, actively par-
ticipated, demonstrating
courage, discipline, and
self-confidence. The
contribution of Subedar
Omkar Singh, Subedar
Sundar Singh, Naib
Subedar Harinder Singh
Yadav, Hariram, BHM

Sanjay Sharma from 17
UP Battalion NCC,
Prayagraj, and BHM
Nilesh Sahu from 6 UP
Girls Battalion for
medical assistance, in
the successful organiza-
tion of this five-day
parasailing adventure
camp, was highly com-
mendable. In addition,
the cooperation of
Chief Instructor Shashi
Kumar Yadav and his
trained team from
Chitrakoot Paragliding
Adventure organization
in safely and effective-
ly conducting the para-
sailing adventure activ-
ity was noteworthy.
This adventure camp is
proving to be an impor-
tant initiative in
strengthening courage,
leadership skills, self-
reliance, and a sense of
national service among
the cadets.
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Soraon. A public
hearing was organized
under the Voter
Revision Mega
Campaign, chaired by
Block Education
Officer Soraon,
Suman Mishra,
regarding SIR (Special
Intensive Revision)
mapping. During the
hearing, complaints
were heard from the
public regarding the
re-inclusion of names
removed from the
voter list, corrections

to names and address-
es, and other issues.
Villagers and voters
attended and presented
their problems. Block
Education Officer
Suman Mishra
informed those present
that the objective of
the SIR campaign is to
prepare an accurate
and error-free voter
list so that no eligible
voter is deprived of
their right to vote. She
said that voters whose
names have been
removed from the list
can apply with the
necessary documents

so that their names can
be re-added in a time-
ly manner. The con-
cerned staff were
instructed to promptly
resolve the applica-
tions received and
include the names of
eligible voters in the
list. 
The public was also

appealed to review the
voter list and report
any errors immediate-
ly.
The resolution of peo-
ple's problems through
the public hearing
brought satisfaction to
the voters.

Second Day of the
Parasailing Adventure Camp

Successfully Concluded
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(Ghazipur). The

Mohammadabad Munsif

Court complex in the district

witnessed a historic moment

when the oath-taking cere-

mony of the newly elected

office-bearers of the Central

Bar Association was held

with great grandeur, dignity,

and discipline. This ceremo-

ny, imbued with judicial

decorum, lawyer unity, and

a spirit of service, became a

symbol of new conscious-

ness, new resolve, and a

new direction for the legal

community.The dignified

presence of judicial officers,

administrative representa-

tives, and prominent mem-

bers of society added to the

grandeur of the event. The

chief guest of the ceremony

was the Honorable

Dharmendra Kumar Pandey

(District Judge, Ghazipur).

His mere presence reflected

a profound sense of justice,

discipline, and moral values

??throughout the entire

premises.The dignified pres-

ence of special guests,

including the Honorable

Shakti Singh (Additional

District Judge, Ghazipur),

the Honorable Nutan

Dwivedi (Chief Judicial

Magistrate, Ghazipur), the

Honorable Ranjit Kumar

Jaiswal, the Honorable

Manoj Kumar Yadav, the

Honorable Hazik Hussain

Ansari, Sub-Divisional

Magistrate Dr. Harshita

Tiwari, Circle Officer

Sudhakar Pandey, and social

worker Virendra Rai, elevat-

ed the ceremony to a special

level.The chief guest, the

Honorable District Judge,

administered the oath of

office and secrecy to the

newly elected office-bearers

of the Central Bar

Association. The moments

of the oath-taking were

extremely emotional and

inspiring. A sense of respon-

sibility was clearly visible

on the faces of the lawyers,

and an unwavering resolve

towards the service of jus-

tice shone in their eyes.

Those who took the oath

included President

Dayashankar Dubey,

General Secretary

Dhananjay Rai, Senior Vice

Presidents Hariram Singh

Yadav and Govind Narayan

Sinha, Junior Vice

Presidents Prabhas Pandey

and Manish Kumar Rai,

Joint Secretary Anand

Pradhan, and Treasurer

Awadh Bihari Yadav.In his

inspiring and guiding

address, the chief guest said,

“Lawyers are the soul of the

justice system. Their

responsibility is not only to

resolve cases but also to

become the strong voice of

truth, justice, and the weak-

er sections of society.” He

urged the advocates to

uphold the dignity of the

court, ensure fair and

speedy justice for the liti-

gants, and remain ever vigi-

lant towards their social

responsibilities. 

Other guests also extended

their heartfelt wishes to the

newly formed executive

committee and expressed

hope that the Central Bar

Association would play a

significant role in protecting

the interests of the advo-

cates and in making the

judicial system more robust,

transparent, and people-

friendly.The program was

efficiently and effectively

conducted by Krishnanand

Rai, while the ceremony

was presided over by Awadh

Bihari Yadav. Finally, the

chairman of the assembly

expressed his gratitude to all

the esteemed guests, judicial

officers, and fellow advo-

cates.

This grand ceremony, con-

ducted in an atmosphere of

harmony, discipline, and

inspiration, will remain

memorable for a long time

as a symbol of a new begin-

ning, renewed energy, and

unwavering commitment to

the service of justice for the

legal community.

A Unique Confluence of Justice, Dignity,

and Unity, Grand Oath-Taking

Ceremony of the Central Bar Association

Major Action in 12 Hours: Two Notorious Criminals

Apprehended in Zamania Police Encounter

Public Hearing on SIR Mapping under

the Voter Revision Mega Campaign

Rural Media Workshop in Meja,
Deliberations on ‘Developed

India – G Ram Ji Law’
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Prayagraj. In the Kriya Yoga
practice and meditation camp
being held under the guidance
of Kriya Yoga Guru Swami
Shri Yogi Satyam Ji Maharaj at
the Kriya Yoga camp in the

Magh Mela area on Thursday,
the Kriya Yoga Guru, during
his class, spoke about the prop-
agation efforts of Paramahansa
Yogananda Ji. He said that the
immortal saint Mahavatar
Babaji sent Paramahansa
Yogananda to receive formal

training from Jnana Avatar
Swami Yukteshwar Giri Ji to
propagate and teach Kriya
Yoga (Sanatana Dharma) in the
West. Paramahansa Yogananda
presented the captivating mes-
sage of Kriya Yoga at the
Second Parliament of Religions

held in Boston, USA, and
thereafter formally propagated
the teachings of Sanatana
Dharma in the West for 32
years.Paramahansa Yogananda
attained Mahasamadhi on
March 7, 1952, at a special
program at the Biltmore Hotel

in California. 
Ambassadors from

50 countries and disciples were
present on this occasion. He
addressed Mahatma Gandhi as
a divine messenger and a great
prophet. Yogananda clearly
stated that all nations should

solve their national problems
by following the path of
Mahatma Gandhi.His teachings
not only propagated Sanatana
Dharma and Kriya Yoga in the
West but also strengthened
spiritual consciousness global-
ly.

Mahatma Gandhi, the Great Prophet:
Swami Shri Yogi Satyam

Prayagraj. In response to the
notice issued regarding
alleged rule violations in the
Magh Mela area on the day
of Mauni Amavasya, Swami
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati has sent a written
reply to the second notice
from the Prayagraj Mela
Authority. In his reply, he has
completely rejected the
administration's allegations
and presented the entire inci-
dent in the context of reli-
gious dignity and tradition.
Swami Avimukteshwaranand
clarified that the means of
transport which the adminis-
tration is calling a carriage
was actually a palanquin, not
a vehicle. He said that travel-
ing in a palanquin is an inte-
gral part of the Sanatan tradi-
tion and this tradition has
been continuing for approxi-
mately 2500 years since the
time of Adi Shankaracharya.
A palanquin does not have

wheels, so calling it a vehicle
or a carriage is contrary to
the facts.In his reply, he lev-
eled serious allegations
against the administration and
the police, saying that the
officials violated the dignity
of the Shankaracharya. His
followers were assaulted, and
the palanquin was dragged by
police personnel, treating
them like criminals. He also
alleged that throughout the

incident, the situation was
created like a parade and
exhibition to ridicule him.
Swami Avimukteshwaranand
also stated in his reply that
the palanquin was deliberate-
ly taken and placed in a loca-
tion where there was a high
probability of it falling into
the river.
He termed this an act of

attempted murder. He says
that all this was done in a

planned manner to hurt reli-
gious sentiments and humili-
ate him. It is noteworthy that
earlier, the Mela administra-
tion had issued a notice to
Swami Avimukteshwaranand,
accusing him of breaking
through an emergency pon-
toon bridge and crossing bar-
riers to enter the crowded
Sangam area on Mauni
Amavasya day, despite vehi-
cles being prohibited in the
area. The notice stated that
his actions could have led to
a stampede and loss of life,
and warned of the cancella-
tion of land and facilities
allocated to him, along with a
permanent ban. Now, after
Swami 
Avimukteshwaranand's
response, the entire matter
has become even more sensi-
tive. It is expected that the
Mela administration will
review his response before
taking further action. 

Meja

Under its Corporate
Social Responsibility
(CSR) initiatives, Meja
Urja Nigam distributed
approximately 1,200 blan-
kets to needy people in
nearby areas to protect
them from the winter
cold. The distribution was
carried out in the villages
of Salaiya Khurd, Salaiya
Kala, and Mai Kala in
Meja Tehsil of Prayagraj
district, Uttar Pradesh.The
initiative aimed to pro-
vide support particularly
to the elderly, persons

with disabilities, women, and other underprivileged sections of society.Meja Urja Nigam continues to

make meaningful contri-
butions in the fields of
social welfare, education,
healthcare, and communi-
ty development. Local
residents appreciated this
humanitarian initiative
and expressed their grati-
tude to Meja Urja
Nigam.The event was
attended by Shri Vivek
Chandra,  HoHR, Shri
Manoj Kumar Verma,
DGM, HR, members of
the CSR team, Shri.
Devishankar Yadav
(Village Head – Salaiya
Kala), Shri Suresh Yadav
(Village Head – Salaiya

Blanket Distribution for the Needy by Meja Urja Nigam
Etah

Under the directions
of District Magistrate
Prem Ranjan Singh, a
meeting of the
District Road Safety
Committee was held
at the Collectorate
Auditorium, chaired
by Additional District
Magistrate
(Administration)
Satyaprakash. During
the meeting, a
detailed review of
various activities and
public awareness pro-
grams conducted

District Road

Safety Committee

Meeting Concludes

Prayagraj.On Tuesday, a cultural
evening was organized at the divi-
sional-level Khadi and Village
Industries Exhibition, held at Parade
Ground, Triveni Road, by the Uttar
Pradesh Khadi and Village
Industries Board on the occasion of
Magh Mela 2026. During the event,
singer Indal Singh and his group
presented devotional songs, which
attracted a large number of
people.Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's 'Local for Local' campaign
was cited as the basis for the suc-
cess of indigenous products at the
exhibition. A total of 210 stalls have
been set up for Khadi institutions

and village industries units at this
exhibition. Khadi institutions from
the state and other states like
Jharkhand, Bihar, West Bengal,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Himachal Pradesh, and Uttarakhand
are also selling their products—
including Khadi, silk, poly Khadi,
cotton and woolen garments, and
other apparel.So far, the sales of
Khadi and village industry products
at the exhibition have reached Rs 95
lakh. Jawaharlal, District/Regional
Village Industries Officer, Senior
Auditor Rakesh Mohan Gupta, and
other officials were present at the
event.

Bhajan evening held at the divisional-level

Khadi and Village Industries Exhibition in

Prayagraj, singer Indal Singh performed

Swami Avimukteshwaranand retaliates against the fair

administration's notice, calls the allegations baseless

Paramahansa Yogananda wonderfully propagated Kriya Yoga in the West, calling Mahatma Gandhi a
divine messenger. Spread the message of Sanatana Dharma and Kriya Yoga for 32 years.

Objects to the palanquin being called a carriage, cites a 2500-year-old tradition, Accuses

police of violating the dignity of the Shankaracharya and assaulting his followers, Claims

the palanquin was dragged and paraded, Says he was ridiculed, Alleges an attempt to

throw the palanquin into the river, calls it an act of 'attempted murder'
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Every now and then we hear
the cry that banks should be
nationalised. The taking over
of banks by the State is urged
on various grounds, namely,
that it is necessary in order “to
mobilise resources” for the
economic development of the
country, “to prevent the con-
centration of economic
power”, “to check malprac-
tices in the working of banks”
and to put a stop to profiteer-
ing” by banks. All these argu-
ments will be found to be
untenable on a dispassionate
scrutiny of the issues involved.
The primary function of banks

is to mobilise resources for
economic development and
that is exactly what the banks
in our country have been
doing. They have been work-
ing to attract deposits from
those who have funds to spare
on [a] long or short term basis.
They have been making loans
for industrial as well as agricul-
tural expansion in accordance
with numerous legislative
requirements. During recent
years, they have opened
numerous branches in order to
extend credit facilities to peo-
ple even in remote areas, even
though the banking business

in several branches has proved
unremunerative. They have
invested more than Rs 600
crore in Government securi-
ties. They have been broaden-
ing their capital base and
increasing their reserves in
accordance with statutory
requirements. The enormous
increase in their deposits dur-
ing recent years bears testimo-
ny to the confidence which the
public have in their working.
By undertaking the foreign
exchange business, our banks
render considerable help in
promoting exports. An occa-
sional appearance of a black

sheep in the sphere of bank-
ing, as in any other sphere,
does not detract from the
value of the service which the
banks as a whole are render-
ing to the country. What is
regrettable is that though the
Reserve Bank is invested with
extensive powers to prevent
malpractices, in one or two
cases it failed to exercise them
to protect the interests of the
depositors as well as share-
holders. Ninety-five per cent
of bank advances in India are
secured loans. The correspon-
ding figures for the USA, is
only thirty per cent. 

India’s crude oil trade has evolved from a pure-
ly economic exchange into both a geopolitical
test of strategic autonomy and a measure of
the constraints in its energy policy. Over the
past three years, India has gone from being a
marginal buyer of Russian crude to one of its
largest importers, carefully balancing ties with
the US, Europe, and shifting global energy mar-
kets. That balance is now under pressure from
Donald Trump’s 50 per cent tariff offensive,
aimed selectively at India and leaving little
ambiguity about his objectives—and in Trump’s
world, what he wants, he usually gets. Yet the
national debate has taken too many assump-
tions for granted. It is worth applying a decon-
struction approach to India’s famous oil bar-
gains with Russia—a decision once hailed as
tactical brilliance, but one now risking entan-
glement in overlapping economic and diplo-
matic challenges. While public commentary
has focused heavily on Trump, tariffs, and New
Delhi’s indignation, the more pressing task is to
interrogate the rationale behind these choices.
To navigate the road ahead, India must revisit
three fundamentals: why it embraced Russian
oil, how it misread Trump’s European recalibra-
tion, and where future India–Russia energy
engagement should head. Clarity on these
three points may well define the next chapter
of India’s energy strategy. Despite close politi-
cal ties and deep defence cooperation, India
and Russia were never bound by energy
dependence. Even with India’s heavy reliance
on imports—currently 88 per cent of its daily
crude requirement of 5.5 million barrels—its
primary suppliers have traditionally been Gulf
countries. The earlier chapter of India capitu-
lating to Trump 1.0’s sanctions on Iran and
Venezuela is well known; today, however, the
challenge is starker. Russia entered India’s ener-
gy equation only after the geopolitical earth-
quake of President Vladimir Putin’s invasion of
Ukraine. That act shattered the European order
painstakingly built since the Second World War
and crystallised after the Soviet Union’s col-
lapse. Central to this upheaval was Putin’s
weaponization of energy: Europe’s decades-
long dependence on cheap Russian oil and gas
became a vulnerability. In response, Europe
diversified away from Russia, while the G7
imposed a $60 per-barrel price cap on Russian
crude in December 2022. The logic was clear:
as one of the world’s top three oil producers,
Russia could not be cut off overnight. The aim
was instead to squeeze Moscow’s revenues,
which were funding its war machine, while
keeping prices stable and securing alternative
supplies for Europe. India saw opportunity in
this upheaval. With vast import needs, it began
rerouting Russian oil at supposedly lower
prices, rejecting G7 sanctions and arranging
direct and indirect deals through intermedi-
aries. Early reports spoke of a “free on board”
discount of 30 per cent, though never con-
firmed. 
Brent crude fell from $86.51 in January 2022 to
$80.92 in December, peaking briefly at about
$90 in June 2023 before sliding again. While
some credit India’s purchases with stabilising
prices, Russian oil for India almost always
remained way above the $60 price cap. The
critical question is whether India ever bought
below that threshold. Reports suggest an aver-
age discount of only $5 per barrel—hardly
transformative—and potentially offset by hid-
den costs and surcharges. Even so, large vol-
umes (peaking at over 2 million barrels per day
before dropping to 1.5 million) meant cumula-
tive savings. But if cheap oil was the goal,
why not join or informally align
with the price cap, securing
crude closer to $60 without
the complications of shadow
fleets and sanctions risks?

Late one night in 1978, in a
nation illuminated by the end
of the Emergency, police
dragged Ghulam Nabi Patel
out of his home in Srinagar’s
Batamaloo, and into the city’s
Central Jail. Leviathan still
cast a long shadow in this
corner of the republic, it
became clear. The head of
the Kashmir Motor Drivers
Association, it later emerged,
had campaigned for the
Janata Party in the just-con-
cluded elections. This action
enraged then-Prime Minister
Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah
enough to make the trade
union leader the first victim
of Kashmir’s just-legislated
preventive detention law, the
Public Safety Act.  The High
Court ordered Ghulam Nabi’s
release, but that wasn’t quite
the end of the story. In 2018,
the elderly politician, battling
cancer and on a trip home to
arrange his daughter’s wed-
ding, was shot dead by ter-
rorists. This time, the parties
he’d served for decades —
the Congress and the
People’s Democratic Party —
denied their association with
him, so they would not have
to condemn the assassins. A
last bit of the story remains.
In 2020, Ghulam Nabi’s chil-
dren were served notice by
the government, ordering
them to vacate the premises
they were provided to pro-
tect them from terrorist
attack. This week, the
Supreme Court is scheduled
to resume hearing petitions
seeking the restoration of
Jammu and Kashmir’s state-
hood, an issue it elided over
after 32 paragraphs of ele-
gant prose, in return for a
promise from the Solicitor
General. The decision to hear
the issue is an important one,
but it also evades a critical
issue. The demotion of
Kashmir to a Union territory

isn’t the only issue that needs
to be discussed, as India
moves forward to reimagine
its constitutional relationship
with the once-was-a-state.
Kashmir has never been, in
any sense of the world,
allowed to be a normal state,
with normal politicians and
normal citizens.  The state
might have been the first to
get rural radio sets, scholar
Navnita Chadha Behera
notes, but authorities were
careful to disable their tuners
with wire, so as to ensure
only Radio Kashmir could be
heard. There were elections
to a constituent Assembly in
1951, true, but politician
Syed Mir Qasim observed
notices posted on walls,
ordering people not to dis-
cuss politics. Thus, Kashmir
was bound to the republic
with terror and blood, not
ideas or culture. For this, the
long jihad Pakistan unleashed
against Kashmir in 1947-
1948, and has since contin-
ued without interruption,
must be held responsible.
Like many other regions in

India, from the adivasi heart-
lands in central India to parts
of the Northeast, democracy
has struggled to grow in
exceptionally harsh condi-
tions. All blame, though,
does not lie across the Line of
Control. Elections that served
to undermine democracy, the
state-enabled subversion of
the political system through
corruption, the use of coer-
cion unconstrained by law:
All these, the story of Ghulam
Nabi Patel should remind us,
were Indian inventions.
Today, the challenge isn’t just
to restore statehood in
Kashmir. The task Indians
need to embrace is to build a
state that is Indian, an unre-
markable part of our repub-
lic. Eighty years ago, Prime
Minister Abdullah had prom-
ised that a utopia would be
built from the ruins of
Partition and war. The Naya
Kashmir manifesto — which,
Andrew Whitehead reminds
us, liberally helped itself to
text from the 1936 constitu-
tion of the Soviet Union —
held out promises to redis-

tribute feudal landholdings
to the peasants, to uphold
the rights of women, and
introduce universal access to
healthcare and education.
The communist couple Freda
Houlston and her husband
Baba Pyare Lal Bedi wrote
the manifesto with
Abdullah’s encouragement,
though it is unclear if his
commitment to communism
was ever serious. To the
great Kashmiri poet Ghulam
Ahmad Mahjoor, it seemed
Abdullah was leading the
region out of the darkness:
“The ranges of the mountains
shall yield gold,” he gushed,
“Pearls shall emerge out of
the Wular lake.” Less than
five years after
Independence, though, the
poet had encountered disillu-
sionment. The reality of ‘New
Kashmir’, it turned out, was
one-party authoritarianism,
electoral malpractice, and
communalism. “Freedom
being of heavenly birth, can’t
move from door to door,” he
avidly wrote, “You’ll find her
camping in the homes of a

chosen few alone.” How did
this come about? The story
has something to do with bad
luck, scholar Aijaz Ashraf
Wani has written, in an excel-
lent survey of the roots of
misadministration in Kashmir.
Two successive bad harvests,
in 1949-1950 and 1950-1951,
created enormous rural dis-
content. Forced levies of
crops from farmers, imposed
in a desperate effort to stave
off famine, sharpened the
resentment, while shortages
of food in the cities grew to
alarming levels. The National
Conference succeeded in
dominating the Constituent
Assembly, winning all 75
seats in the 1951 elections.
This was only possible,
though, because 45 out of 49
candidates of the Hindu-
nationalist Praja Parishad
party were barred from con-
testing, mainly on frivolous
technical grounds, Behera
has observed. The media was
muzzled, and opponents
were intimidated and impris-
oned. Less than five years
later, though, the relation-
ship between Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru and
Abdullah had begun to break
down. The Praja Parishad,
denied electoral space, start-
ed a mass movement seeking
the full integration of
Kashmir into India. Abdullah,
in a 10 April 1952 speech in
RS Pura, suggested it was
becoming impossible to
“convince the Muslims of
Kashmir that India does not
intend to swallow them up.”
The threat of war with
Pakistan was alive, Nehru
could not countenance this
rebellion. “I am afraid
Kashmir is heading in an
adverse direction,” Nehru
warned in a 28 June 1953 let-
ter.  The new regime of Prime
Minister Bakshi Ghulam
Mohammad.

The deadly flash floods and landslides
in Uttarkashi on 5 August, in which 16
people were killed, highlight the prob-
lems of illegal riverbank constructions
and inadequate warning systems.
Videos of submerged villages, rav-
aging floods sweeping up buildings
and cars in their tide, and stranded
people have become an almost annu-
al occurrence now in the Himalayan
region. Dharali’s floods struck in the
absence of any weather warning, and
authorities are still confused about
the actual cause. While the
Uttarakhand State Disaster
Management Authority called it a
cloudburst, the India Meteorological
Department could not confirm it with
the available data. Uttarkashi district
recorded 12.7 cm of rain in 8 hours on
5 August; it is still lower than districts
such as Haridwar and Dehradun,
which got 15-30 cm of rain on the
same day.  In a state that sees fre-
quent cloudbursts and floods during
the monsoon, and has been explicitly
marked as a ‘high vulnerability zone’
for landslides by the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA), the
damage from the Dharali floods is not
merely nature’s fault. The blame also
rests squarely on building norms,
mass road construction and mining
projects, and other anthropogenic
activities that have exacerbated
Uttarakhand’s fragility. 

The floods should be another
wake-up call for the IMD and the
NDMA to buck up and ensure the
safety of people and ecology in the
Himalayas. Dharali is a small hamlet
2,680 metres above sea level, situated
18 km from Gangotri, and is a com-
mon stopover for tourists and pilgrims
going to one of the Char Dhams of
Uttarakhand. It is dotted with hotels,
restaurants, and homes built precari-
ously close to the banks of the
Kheerganga River that runs through
the village.  On Tuesday afternoon, a
barrage of water descended upon the
village and damaged houses, roads,

and the one bridge connecting Dharali
and Hershil, another area affected by
the landslide. Satellite images from
ISRO now show that deposits of mud
and sediments from the floods cover
all of the village. Alongside civilian set-
tlements, an Army camp near Hershil
too was impacted by the floods,
although the number of people miss-
ing there hasn’t been reported. The
IMD had issued warnings of heavy to
extremely heavy rainfall in all of
Uttarakhand, including the Uttarkashi
district, from 1 August onwards. But
compared to other districts,
Uttarkashi’s rainfall during this mon-
soon was still pretty low. From 1 to 5
August, Uttarkashi’s recorded rainfall
was 6 percent lower than the average
rainfall it gets during this period. Over
the monsoon season so far this year in
the state, Uttarkashi has recorded 7
per cent lower rainfall than average. If
there was indeed a cloudburst—100
mm of rain falling in one hour in a
small area—then the IMD is not
aware of it. The closest Automatic
Weather System (AWS) station that
could record this cloudburst is 7 km
from Dharali, and it did not catch a
cloudburst. But experts say that even
without a cloudburst, the possibility
of heavy rainfall.
causing this disaster is not unfound-

ed. Dharali’s location and slope
explain it. “The ‘cloudburst’ may have
happened much higher at 12,000 ft
above sea level, and Dharali is at
8,000 ft. Even this slope of 4,000 ft
makes a huge difference to the inten-
sity of the water flow,” Mahesh
Palawat, vice president of meteorolo-
gy and climate change at SkyMet
Weather, told . 

“The canal is very narrow, and a
lot of trees and mud could have been
uprooted and swept along with the
water.” If extremely heavy rainfall can
cause such damage without a rare
event like a cloudburst, it should leave
the system working toward India’s dis-
aster preparedness thinking. 

Dharali floods a wake-up call 

for IMD, NDMA to buck up 
If Sheikh Hasina had her way,
Muhammad Yunus would have been
dunked into the Padma River by now.
Not once but twice. But it has been a
year since the ousted Bangladeshi
prime minister hasn’t had her way. In
that time, not only has Yunus avoid-
ed a plunge into the Padma, but also
dashed Hasina’s dreams of returning
to Bangladesh, all while sitting pretty
in the chair she was forced to vacate.
In the one year since Yunus took over
as the caretaker to the interim gov-
ernment of Bangladesh on 8 August
2024, the accidental politician has
proved himself a consummate one.
Detractors who had claimed he
won’t last three months are now
worried if he will even vacate his
chair. Not only has Yunus deftly navi-
gated the choppy waters of
Bangladeshi politics, he has even
turned foes into friends. Plunged into
chaos after Hasina’s hasty exit on 5
August 2024, Bangladesh, though, is
in desperate need of a statesman.
There has been no love lost between
Sheikh Hasina and Muhammad

Yunus, much before the latter
replaced the former as Bangladesh’s
premier last year. On 18 May 2022,
Hasina had allegedly said, “He
(Yunus) stopped funding for a project
like the Padma Bridge because of one
managing director post. He should
be given two dunks in the Padma
River, but lifted up so he doesn’t die.
Then maybe he will learn a lesson.”
Hasina had said this while blaming
Nobel Peace Prize winner, economist
Dr Muhammad Yunus, for blocking
the World Bank’s funding of the
Padma bridge project.  That’s not all.
As recently as 1 January 2024, a court
in Bangladesh had sentenced the
Nobel laureate to six months in jail
for violating Bangladesh’s labour
laws. Yunus’ supporters said the case
was politically motivated. The
acclaimed economist and three col-
leagues from Grameen Telecom—
one of the firms Yunus founded—
were found guilty of failing to create
a welfare fund for their workers. I call
for the Bangladeshi people to speak
in one voice against injustice .

Good politician, bad statesman — what

Muhammad Yunus’ one year in power reveals

Buying Russian oil, misreading

Trump—3 points will define

India’s next energy strategy

Bank nationalisation will be a blow to India’s mixed

economy, lead to totalitarianism: Phiroze Shroff

Kashmiris need to be treated like other Indians
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Premji pledges 2,250 crore

for college education of girls

Delhi: Azim Premji Foundation has com-mitted to

giving 2,250 crore over three years to help more

girls com-plete their college education, making it

the country's largest direct benefit transfer

scheme by a not-for-profit private entity. Under

the initiative, a girl who has completed her stan-

dard X and XII from a government school can

apply for the Azim Premji schol-arship. Billionaire

and philanthropist Azim Premji's eponymous

founda-tion, Azim Premji Foundation, would give

30,000 a year to up to 250,000 girl students. This

translates to ?750 crore a year, which, over a

three-year degree program, would total 2,250

crore. 

"The basic purpose of this is to allow girl children

to complete their higher education," said. Anurag

Behar, chief executive officer of Azim Premji

Foundation. "If a girl has completed 10th and

12th from a government school and is admitted

to a bona fide college, the child is eli-gible to get

30,000 every year for the duration of her course."

Beginning in September, a girl who starts college

and has received the Azim Premji scholarship will

receive *90,000 over a three-year degree pro-

gram. 

Delhi: The University
of Delhi has got an
o v e r w h e l m i n g
response to its under-
graduate admissions
this year, with Shri
Ram College of
Commerce (SRCC)
emerging as the most
sought-after college
and BCom (Hons) as
the most preferred
course among appli-
cants.  CULTU
According to the data
released by the univer-
sity on Tuesday, DU
has received over 3.05
lakh registrations
through the Common
Seat Allocation System
(CSAS), of which 2.39
lakh candidates have
successfully submitted
their college and pro-
gramme preferences
for admission to
71,642 undergraduate
seats in 69 colleges
and various depart-
ments. SRCC alone
received 38,795 first-
preference applica-
tions, followed by
Hindu College with
31,901, Hansraj

College (15,902), St
Stephen's (12,413),

and Miranda House
(11,403).

Delhi: A junior national-
level tennis player has
taken Hindu College of
Delhi University to
court, claiming that the
university should have
included tennis in its list
of sports accessible for
admission under the
sports mandate. Aditi
Rawat challenged the
college's decision to
exclude lawn tennis
from the sports avail-
able for admission
under the sports quota
for the upcoming aca-
demic year, and on
Monday, Justice Vikas
Mahajan sought the
college's and DU's
stance on the matter.
The petition describes
Rawat as "a distin-
guished Lawn Tennis
athlete and gold medal-
list at the CBSE
Nationals" who is con-
testing what is
described as "the arbi-
trary denial of admis-
sion" to Hindu College
under the Sports Quota

(Lawn Tennis) category.
It states that DU's
administration disre-
garded the 5% supernu-
merary sports quota
that is mandated by the
Common Seat

Allocation System
(CSAS) Policy 2025-26.
The appeal, submitted
by counsel Jeetender
Gupta, states that
"Hindu College failed.

Delhi: The formation of an expert committee by
the All India Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) is a major development in the field of
technical education in India. The committee's
mandate is to help various academic programs,
not limited to computer science degrees, incor-
porate AI and applied AI. Leading AI profession-
als from IITs and NITs are part of the commit-
tee, which is chaired by Anand Deshpande,
managing director of Persistent Systems. The
goal of the move is to encourage the lateral
expansion of AI in several streams, including
BBA, BCA, electrical engineering, and others.
"We are forming a committee to introduce AI
laterally across all programs, especially Applied
AI," stated AICTE Chairman Prof. TG Sitharam.
"The goal is to integrate AI and related courses
into all academic programs so that students
from all walks of life can learn the basics of AI
and data analytics."   

A  professor from IIT Delhi
to head up IIM Lucknow

Delhi: The directorship of the Indian Institute of
Management in Lucknow is anticipated to be
assumed by a professor from the Indian
Institute of Technology in Delhi (IIT-D).
(Department of IIM-L). The esteemed manage-
ment school will likely be led by an IIT professor
for the first time. Though the official announce-
ment has not been made yet, it has been
learned that the nomination of Prof. MP Gupta
has been approved by the board of governors
of IIM-L. "The chairman, board of governors,
IIM, Lucknow, Shri N Chandrasekaran, vide his
letter dated , , has informed that the BoG.
has appointed Prof Manmohan Prasad Gupta

Delhi: There is no need to
worry about infection, blood
group compatibility, or expira-
tion for months. Artificial
blood, created by Japanese
researchers, could revolution-
ize emergency response
worldwide, particularly in situ-
ations involving large casual-
ties or procedures in remote
areas, and put an end to the
worldwide blood shortage. 
The idea originated with Nara
Medical University's Professor
Hiromi Sakai and his col-
leagues, who are currently
testing robust, virus-free syn-
thetic red blood cells in human
clinical trials. This innovation
might be ready for practical
application by 2030 if all goes
as planned. Lack of education,
inadequate facilities, and an

ongoing scarcity of donors
have contributed to India's
severe blood shortage,
Therefore, in this kind of situa-
tion, the concept of a blood
substitute might be absolutely
game-changing. The absence
of white blood cells and
platelets makes it an incom-
plete substitute for human
blood. On the other hand, it

may transport oxygen, which
is absolutely necessary in an
emergency. Made from donat-
ed blood that would have oth-
erwise gone to waste, these
artificial cells are stable at
ambient temperature, look
just like genuine blood, and
imitate the body's natural red
blood cells.

Delhi: Among Indian
universities for sustain-
ability, IIT-Delhi rose
255 places to 171st
globally, according to
2025 QS Rankings
released. The QS
Sustainability Rankings
include 78 Indian uni-
versities, with nine of
the top 10 improving
and 21 new institutions
entering. Two IITs—
Delhi and Kanpur—are
in the world's top 100
for environmental
impact. With 177 and
67 rank improvements,
each became fourth
and fifth in India.
Bangalore's IISc is
among the world's top
50 environmental edu-
cation schools. The

University of Delhi is
the only Indian univer-
sity to drop from 220 to
299, yet it still ranks
sixth. 
DU leads India in
Knowledge Exchange at
121 internationally. At
seventh, eighth, ninth,
and tenth places are
IISc, Vellore Institute of
Technology, Manipal
Academy of Higher
Education, and Anna

University. Guru
Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University
ranks 951-960. It is a
leader in sustainable
education and
research, ranking 35th
in India and 288th in
Asia. "The rankings
show that Indian uni-
versities are forging
ahead with their sus-
tainability initiatives.
" 

Delhi : Indian scientific
knowledge and discov-
eries are featured in
sections of the new
National Council of
Educational Research
and Training (NCERT)
science textbook for
Class 8, from the ideas
of ancient philosopher
Acharya Kanad's
"Parmanu" (atoms) to
the methods of water
bowl astronomy devel-
oped by mathemati-
cian Bhaskara II.
Ayurvedic medication
compositions include
natural solvents like
water and oils, the old
practice of variolation
was used to battle
smallpox before mod-
ern vaccines, and
alloys like "Kamsya" (a
copper and tin alloy)
are mentioned as well.
Parts of the book
headed "Ever heard
of?" and "Our scientific
heritage" draw con-
nections between con-
temporary scientific
ideas and findings
made by ancient
Indians. The seeks to
pique students' curios-
ity by providing inter-
esting information and
insights from ancient
Indian writings, while
the latter provides details on organiza- tions and individuals.

Modern science is connected to early

Indian discoveries in NCERT books

Delhi
Students in the Faculty
of Law at Delhi
University are protesting
the introduction of a
new re-evaluation facili-
ty, and not because of
the facility itself but
because of how much it
would cost. DU's re-eval-
uation price for LLB stu-
dents is Rs 2,000 per
answer sheet, which is
equivalent to one-third
of the faculty's yearly
tuition fee and twice the
fee for other disciplines.
Previously, the only
alternative accessible to
law students was to have
their marks re-totaled;
re-evaluation of answer
sheets was not an
option. 
Professional courses, like

law, do not currently
have access to re-evalua-
tion facilities, but DU
announced plans to
expand them in
November of last year.
Many were disappointed
by the recently approved
pricing, despite the fact
that the move was well-
received initially. The
application fee is too
high for the majority of
law students, according
to a fifth-semester stu-

dent who asked to
remain anonymous,
adding that this is the
first time that LLB stu-
dents have the option to
apply for re-evaluation.
"With a total annual fee
of just about Rs 6,000,
how can students be
asked to pay Rs 2,000 for
each paper?" Many will
be discouraged from
accessing a fundamental
academic entitlement
because of this. 

Delhi : India's most
valuable company,
Reliance Industries Ltd.,
surpassed predictions
to register a strong
increase in revenue and
profit for the April-June
quarter, driven by bet-
ter telecoms and retail
profitability despite
crude-based difficulties.
Profits from its Asian

Paints disposal also
boosted the bottom
line. According to an
investor presentation,
Reliance's new energy
business's production
plants—which will drive
its growth over the next
decade—are being com-
missioned quickly. The
new energy business
would create solar mod-

ules, generate clean
electricity from them,
use electrons to run
data centres, and make
hydrogen, ammonia,
and aviation fuel.
Reliance did not provide
timescales. Reliance
Industries' oil-to-chemi-
cals (O2C) business's
operating profit fell in
the first quarter.

SRCC, Hindu and BCom (Hons)

top preferences at DU

RIL makes record profit amid oil decline, 

sets clean energy outlook

An individual contested the exclusion

of a tennis match from the Hindu

College sports quota admissions

IT-Delhi rose 255 places to 171st

globally, according to 2025 QS 

The AICTE has formed an 

expert group

A Third of the Total Fees Will Go

Towards Reevaluating Legal Papers

Delhi: Delhi University (DU) began its prefer-
ence change window for the 2025-26 academic
session under the Common Seat Allocation
System, intensifying the competition for 71,642
undergraduate seats with over 305,000 appli-
cants. After simulated ranks are released, the
window will stay open . According to university
data, 38,795 applicants chose Shri Ram College
of Commerce (SRCC) as their first college choice
this year. Hindu College, Hansraj College, St.
Stephen's College, and Miranda House follow.
Based on CUET scores and preferences, the sim-
ulated ranks allow students to adjust their
course and college selections before the initial
allocation list, which will be announced July 19.
239,890 of 305,357 CSAS portal users selected
colleges and programs. Three are transgender,
127,284 (53.06%) are female, and 112,603
(46.93%) are male. The orphan quota has 221
female and 291 male applications, while 7,243
students have expressed interest in the single
girl child quota.  

305K students compete 

for 71K DU spots

NEW DELHI: James Lawless,
Ireland's Education Minister, on
Monday said his country is
"very welcoming" for students
and has a supportive post-
study employment visa
arrangement. "Ireland is a very
welcoming country. We have a
very cosmopolitan culture. We
have many nationalities now in
Ireland, and many people have
made their home, including
many, many Indians," the Irish
minister said, when asked
whether his government is con-
sidering any changes in post-
study work or immigration poli-
cies to retain skilled talents.

Irish education minis-

ter invites Indians for

education, research

Japanese 'no-match' artificial blood 

could put an end to shortages

Samsung may make India a

US hub amid rising tariffs
Delhi: Samsung may move some smart-
phone production from Vietnam if US tariffs
drop in India. The world's largest smart-
phone maker would follow Apple in making
India a top US smartphone manufacturing
base. Samsung manufactures in various
countries. Due to heightened US uncertainty,
we are ready for several possibilities.

Delhi: The IIT Kharagpur Teachers' Association
(IITTA) urged the institute's board of governors
to expunge show-cause notices issued to 86
faculty members, restore their administrative
positions, and protect the association's office
bearers from arbitrary or retaliatory actions
amid the faculty-administration dispute. In
September, the IIT Kharagpur teachers' associ-
ation accused director Virendra Kumar Tewari
of “nepotism” and “arbitrary faculty recruit-
ment” in a letter to the Union Ministry of
Education, sparking a confrontation. They
wanted an academically qualified, inclusive
governance-experienced successor. When the
administration sent show-cause notices to
IITTA office bearers and disciplined them for
not answering within seven days.

IITTA urged the board of governors

to expunge show-cause notices
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