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SOLAPUR/SATARA: 
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi accused
the opposition on
Monday of conspiring
to disrupt the peaceful
electoral process so far
by circulating fake
videos of the BJP brass,
including him and home
minister Amit Shah.
“They have created fake
videos of me, Amitbhai,
(JP) Naddaji and some
of our chief ministers.
Using AI, they have put
words in our mouth
that we cannot even
dream of uttering,”
Modi said while cam-
paigning in
Maharashtra, coinciding
with the arrest of an
alleged Congress “war
room coordinator” in
Assam for sharing such
a video of Shah. “I am
making this charge with
all seriousness. I want
to make a special
request to the
Commission of India to
take stringent action,”
he said. The PM, who
was campaigning in
Satara for BJP candidate
Udayanraje Bhonsle,
urged the crowd not to
commit the crime of
sharing videos that
appear doctored. “If

you get these videos on
WhatsApp, please alert
us. Do not circulate.
Approach police.”
Congman ‘linked’ to
fake Shah video held
A 31-year-old man was
arrested in Guwahati on
Monday for allegedly
sharing a “fake video”
of Union home minister
Amit Shah. Assam chief
minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma announced on X
the arrest of Reetom
Singh, who is associated
with Assam Congress
and functions as the
party’s ‘war room coor-
dinator’, according to
his social media profile.
Incidentally, BJP on
Monday filed three
complaints with EC. It
accused Congress of cir-
culating a “deep fake
and morphed” video of

Shah to disrupt the
electoral process. BJP
also lodged a complaint
against TMC, alleging
that the party has
resorted to violence as a
tactic, and urged the
poll panel to ensure a
fair election in West
Bengal. The third com-
plaint is against
Congress spokesperson
Supriya Shrinate for
“exploitation and mis-
use of innocent children
for political gains, dur-
ing the ongoing polls.”A
BJP delegation, com-
prising Union minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw and
national media cell in-
charge Baluni, present-
ed these complaints to
EC. “Congress wants to
derail the election
process through a deep
fake and morphed. 

Opposition creating fake videos of

Amit Shah, me to disrupt poll: PM

LONDON: AstraZeneca
has said in court docu-
ments that its Covid
vaccine can cause a
rare side effect, the
UK’s Daily Telegraph
newspaper reported.
The statement by the
pharmaceutical giant
comes as it is being
sued for over £100 mil-
lion (a little over Rs
1,000 crore) in class
action over claims its
vaccine caused death
and serious injury in 51
cases, according to
court documents seen
AstraZeneca is contest-
ing the claims but has
accepted, in a legal
document submitted to
the high court in
February, that its Covid
vaccine “can, in very
rare cases, cause
thrombosis with
thrombocytopenia syn-
drome”, which causes
people to have blood
clots and a low blood
platelet count.In India,
the vaccine was sold
under the brand name
Covishield manufac-
tured by the Serum
Institute of India (SII) in
Pune. When contacted,
SII declined comment.
One of the claimants is

Jamie Scott, a father of
two, who was left with
a permanent brain
injury after developing
a blood clot and a bleed
on the brain that pre-
vented him from work-
ing after he received
the AstraZeneca vac-
cine in April 2021.
The product informa-
tion relating to the
AstraZeneca-Oxford
vaccine was updated in
April 2021, with the
approval of the UK reg-
ulator MHRA, to
include the possibility
that the AstraZeneca-
Oxford vaccine is capa-
ble, in very rare cases,
of being a trigger for
thrombosis withthrom-
bocytopenia syndrome
( T T S ) . A s t r a Z e n e c a

points out this update
was well documented
and publicly available,
the UK newspaper
reported.
The vaccine, developed
with Oxford University,
is no longer used in UK.
Lawyers representing
families suing the drugs
company argue that
the 
vaccine was not as safe
as individuals were
entitled to expect. They
are suing the firm
under the Consumer
Protection Act of 1987,
arguing the maximum
£12,000 (more than Rs
12 lakh) payout they
could get from the UK-
govt-run vaccine com-
pensation scheme is
inadequate.

AstraZeneca in court papers says

Covid vaccine can have rare side effect

NEW DELHI: Under attack for
high sugar content in baby food
Cerelac sold in the country, the
Swiss FMCG major is planning
to launch the popular infant
formula with “no added sugar”
in India.
The company has already been
on a journey to reduce it to a
bare minimum, but this will
gather momentum now,
Nestle’s chairman and manag-
ing director Suresh Narayanan
said here Monday.
“Hopefully we would like to see
a product with no added
sugar... the journey to make our
products more efficacious con-
tinues, and the direction of the
company is very clear. The com-
pany has reduced sugar by 30%
in the last five years… the jour-
ney continues and what pro-
portion gets dropped over a
period of time, the efficiency of
science and R&D will tell. But in
the end position, we would like
to look at a product at some
time hopefully with no added
sugar’’.
Narayanan, who took charge of
Nestle’s Indian operations at
the height of the Maggi contro-
versy, claimed that Cerelac
complies with local food norms,
with the added sugar content in
the baby food much lower than
what India’s food regulator per-
mits, and in compliance with
Codex, the international food
standards body.The FSSAI pre-
scribes a maximum permissible
level of added sugar to 13.6 gm
per 100 gm of serving for baby
cereal. 

Nestle working on

Cerelac with ‘no added

sugar’

NEW DELHI: Delhi
govt has “come to a
standstill” due to
absence of chief min-
ister Arvind Kejriwal,
Delhi high court said
on Monday, underlin-
ing that “national and
public interest”
demands a CM can’t
be absent for a long
stretch of time or for
an uncertain period.
In a strongly-worded
order flagging the
failure of Delhi govt
and MCD to provide
textbooks, writing

material and uni-
forms to nearly two
lakh MCD school stu-
dents in a timely
manner, HC said
Kejriwal’s absence
should not deprive
children of their fun-
damental rights.
Brushing aside the

claim by govt that any
financial power to the
MCD commissioner
above Rs 5 crore
would make him
unaccountable to the
house, a bench of act-
ing Chief Justice
Manmohan and
Justice Manmeet PS

Arora lifted that ceil-
ing for the specific
task of using funds for
purchase of books,
stationery, uniforms
and other facilities
that the MCD stu-
dents are entitled to.
HC: Delhi govt has
‘come to a standstill’
due to CM’s absence
HC said Delhi govt
blaming other institu-
tions for its inability
to provide facilities to
students amounted
to “shedding of croco-
dile tears”

HC: Delhi government has ‘come to a
standstill’ due to CM’s absence

SHIVAMOGGA/HAS
SAN:
Former Karnataka CM

HD Kumaraswamy of
JD(S) said Monday his
nephew and Hassan
MP Prajwal Revanna
will be suspended after
Tuesday’s core com-
mittee meeting of the
party in Hubballi,
amidst efforts to dis-
tance ex-PM HD Deve
Gowda and himself
from an alleged sex
scandal involving the
33-year-old parliamen-
tarian, who is seeking
re-election in alliance

with BJP.The decision
to take action against
Prajwal for alleged
transgressions was
reportedly made by the
JD(S) top brass, includ-
ing party patriarch
Gowda. Kumaraswamy
told reporters in
Shivamogga that the

matter was discussed
Sunday with Gowda.
The ex-CM acknowl-
edged the Prajwal case
had embarrassed party
functionaries, but
sought to shield
alliance partner BJP
from the controversy.
He said BJP has no
involvement in the
issue. Asked about
Congress general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra’s poser to PM
Narendra Modi on the
issue, Kumaraswamy
said: “Did Modi cam-
paign for Prajwal? 

JD(S) will suspend MP Prajwal

Revanna over scandal, says HD

NEW DELHI: In a rare
instance, Supreme
Court on Monday
recalled its April 22
order, passed in exercise
of its omnibus powers
under Article 142 of the
Constitution to do com-
plete justice, allowing
termination of a 14-
year-old girl’s 31-week
pregnancy caused by
alleged sexual assault.A
bench headed by CJI D Y
Chandrachud, on a peti-
tion filed by the minor’s
mother, had asked the
dean of Municipal
General Hospital and
Medical College, Sion, to
carry out the MTP after
it perused a medical
board’s report suggest-
ing that though termina-
tion of an advanced
pregnancy was risky, car-
rying on with the preg-
nancy.
to its full term may have
a deleterious impact on
the minor’s mental and
physical health.

After the court passed
the order setting the
stage for MTP, the girl’s
mother vacillated
between termination of
a fully grown foetus or
allowing her minor
daughter to deliver a
baby which would be
put up for adoption. She
wanted assurance that
MTP would not harm
her daughter in any
manner. But doctors
explained the complica-
tions involved in termi-
nating an advanced
pregnancy.
Finding the petitioner
indecisive, the doctors
wrote back to the SC and
additional solicitor gen-
eral Aishwarya Bhati,
specifically requested by
the SC to assist in the
matter by consulting
everyone involved,
explained the difficult
situation faced by the
doctors in terminating a
pregnancy which had
advanced to 32 weeks.

SC recalls order allowing
MTP of 31-week pregnancy

NEW DELHI:
Supreme Court on
Monday agreed to
examine a con-
tentious issue —
why provisions of
the secular Indian
Succession Act (ISA)
do not apply to a
non-believer Muslim
who wants to divide
his property equi-
tably among his chil-
dren by discarding
Muslim Personal
(Shariat) Application
Act’s succession pro-
vision that privileges
sons.As a Muslim
woman narrated the
pitiable state she
and her father, both
non-believers in
Islam, found them-
selves in regarding
the division of prop-
erty, a bench of CJI D
Y Chandrachud
changed tack from
“we can’t give a dec-
laration that a non-
believer Muslim
would be governed

by ISA” and said the
petition had raised
an important issue
for adjudication by
the SC.“How can a
secular law not apply
to Muslims?” the
bench asked and
posted the matter
for further hearing in
the second week of
July. The bench
issued notice to the
Union govt and
requested attorney
general R
Venkataramani to
depute a law officer
to assist the court.

Tough for even a
non-believer Muslim
to come under ISA
The woman said she
had a brother who
was afflicted with
Down Syndrome and
she and her father, a
widower, took care
of him. She said as
per Shariat, daugh-
ter gets just half the
share of what sons
are entitled to as
successors of their
father, which in this
case meant the son
would receive two-
thirds of her father’s

property and she
would get one-third.
Her counsel
P a d m a n a b h a n
argued that if
“something hap-
pened to the son”,
then his share would
not go to her or her
daughter, but to
some relative of her
father. “There is no
authority where my
father can go and say
that he is a non-
believer Muslim and
that he would like to
give effect to an
equitable succession
through the secular
ISA,” he said.
After reading Section
3 of the Shariat law,
the bench said if the
father does not
make a declaration
that he is a Muslim,
he could escape the
rigours of Muslim
personal law. But the
CJI-led bench then
looked at Section 58
of the ISA.

Can Succession Act be applied to

‘non-believer Muslims’? SC to examine
NEW DELHI: India’s
share in global servic-
es exports has more
than doubled over the
last 18 years and rise
of global capability
centres (GCCs) has
played a crucial role in
the expansion, a glob-
al report said on
Monday.The prolifera-
tion of GCCS has given
a boost to real estate,
expanded services

exports, added to
economic growth, cre-
ated jobs and led to
rapid increase in rev-
enues for these firms.
GCCs are specialised
offshore entities set
up by companies
operating across the
world and these cen-
tres support a raft of
business processes,
including IT, human
resources, finance,
analytics, among oth-
ers.“Revenues of GCCs
in India have grown
nearly 4x at a CAGR of
11.4% over last 13
years to $46 billion .

India emerges as

world’s services

factory: Report

NEW DELHI: Terming it
“thoroughly miscon-
ceived” Delhi high
court Monday dis-
missed a petition that
sought directions to
disqualify PM Narendra
Modi from contesting
elections for six years
for allegedly seeking
votes in the name of
deities. Justice Sachin
Datta said the plea was
“devoid of any merits”
and pointed out that
the petitioner had
approached court while
his plea before Election
Commission is pending.

Plea to bar Modi from

polls for 6 years

devoid of merit: court

SOLAPUR: The responsi-
bility of dispensing
social justice to
oppressed and back-
ward sections is “atone-
ment for the sins our
ancestors may have
committed”, PM Modi
said Monday in a retort
to the opposition’s alle-
gation that BJP aims to
do away with reserva-
tion over the long term.
“Check my record over
the last five years. I have
the numbers (in
Parliament) on my side.
But I never wanted to
walk that path (revoking
reservation),” the PM
said in western
Maharashtra’s reserved
constituency of Solapur,
where BJP’s Ram
Satpute is taking on of
Congress veteran and
former Union minister
Sushilkumar Shinde.
“Forget me, even
Babasaheb Ambedkar
(had he been alive)
wouldn’t be able to
scrap reservation in
India. 

Reservation is
‘atonement for
our ancestors’
sins’: PM Modi
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Top institutions compete in
UU's moot court contest

Prayagraj: The United University organised its first
two-day Intra-City Moot Competition that concluded
on Sunday and in which 12 teams from six top institu-
tions of Prayagraj participated. The participating insti-
tutions included University of Allahabad, Chaudhary
Madhav Prasad Degree College, Ishwar Sharan Degree
College, SS Khanna Girls' Degree College, Nehru Gram
Bharti University and Narayan Law College. The com-
petition ran over three rounds which began with the
inaugural session welcoming the participating teams
with the preliminary round on Saturday.

The Moot-Court Room was judged by eminent prac-
tising advocates of Allahabad high court including
Sushmita Mukherjee, Devesh Saxena and Prabhav
Srivastava. The semi-finals and final round took place
on Sunday, which was judged by renowned personali-
ties of the law fraternity, including senior advocate Anoop
Trivedi and advocate Abhishek Srivastava. The event
concluded with a valedictory session in the presence of
justice Ashutosh Srivastava, Allahabad high court, who
graced the event and addressed the budding lawyers.

The competition was won by Team UU29-University
of Allahabad, while Team UU24- CMP Degree College, was
adjudged as runners-up. The Memorial Award was secured
by Team UU22- Iswar Saran Degree College. Bushra Fatima
from SS Khanna was awarded the Best Speaker, while
Sreedhar Pandey from University of Allahabad was ad-
judged the Best Researcher. The event was graced by UU's
pro-chancellor Jagdish Gulati, CEO Mona Gulati, vice-chan-
cellor Prof AM Agarwal and dean (planning and develop-
ment) Chetan Vyas. The vote of thanks was delivered by
coordinator, department of law Roshni Shrivastava.

Voter awareness campaign organized
by Madhyavendra Inter College

Prayagraj: Tehsil
Karchana under
Madhyavendra Inter Col-
lege Barao Karchana
Prayagraj Under the voter
awareness campaign in the
school auditorium under
the chairmanship of Princi-
pal Ved Prakash Yadav and
chief guest Ajit Kumar
Singha Former Finance First
of all, the election appeal
sent by District Officer/Dis-
trict Election Officer Mr.
Prayagraj and District
School Inspector P N Singh
was read out and voter oath
was administered and
awareness rally was held in
Barao Bazaar with the help
of children. Removed Sec-
retary Santosh Kumar ap-

pealed to all the teachers
present that you, through
your subordinate children,
should motivate their fami-
lies to vote on 25th May.
Your people will have a spe-
cial contribution on the
great festival of voting - 1
child and 5 people too. Will
create awareness, will
reach about 2000 people,
your participation in this
noble work will mean a lot.
In today's event, Dr. Sanjay
Mishra, Mohammad
Haleem, Sandeep Kumar
Soni, Dinesh Mishra,
Virendra Gupta, Dilip
Kumar Sharma, Shikha
Singh, Subhash Chandra
Vishwakarma, Prabhu
Dayal Kesarwani Vijay

Pratap. Singh Rakesh
Kesarwani Lalji Pankaj
Gupta Titu Media in-
charge Lalchand Prajapati
and all police station com-
mittee members in-charge
were present in large num-
bers. About 400 children
and teachers of the school
enthusiastically partici-
pated in the peace and se-
curity traffic arrangement.
Sub Inspector of Police
Station Karchana.
Chandrashekhar, Sub In-
spector Vandana ji, Sub In-
spector Isha along with her
companions were present
in the entire program. The
program was concluded
and vote of thanks was
given by the Principal.

UP Football Team Selection
Trials for 3rd PEFI National
U-17 kicking off on May 1

Prayagraj: The 3rd PEFI (Physical Education Foun-
dation of India ) Under-17 National Football Champion-
ship is going to be organized in Barddman, West Bengal
in the coming month of June in which Uttar Pradesh
state football team will also participate. Physical Educa-
tion Foundation of India (PEFI) is a National Sports Pro-

motion Organi-
zation certified
by the Minis-
try of Sports
and Youth Af-
fairs, Govern-
ment of India.

According
to Nandini
Rawat, Secre-
tary of PEFI
Uttar Pradesh
Chapter, selec-
tion trials have
been orga-
nized in four

different districts of Uttar Pradesh namely Prayagraj
on 1st and 2nd May, followed by Noida (4th & 5th
May), Lucknow (8th & 9th May), Agra (11th & 12th
May). Interested football players from any District of
Uttar Pradesh whose date of birth is 01 January 2007 or
above will be able to participate in selection trials. For
the registration form to participate in the trials, one
must contact Football Coach Indranil Ghosh on mobile
number (9453231784). Players selected from all four dis-
tricts in the first phase of selection trials will partici-
pate in the final trials.

Mayor handed over 20-point
prog of booths to councilors
Prayagraj: After holding

a meeting at Shishu
Sangam, Kydganj, Umesh
Chandra Ganesh Kesarwani
handed over the 20-point
program of the booths to the
councillors. BJP media in-
charge Gopal Ji Malviya
said that chief guest Mayor
Umesh Chandra Ganesh
Kesarwani handed over the
20-point program of the
booths to the councilors in
a meeting in view of the
upcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tions. The Mayor said in
his speech that this elec-
tion is the election of all of
us workers, the workers
will have to participate in

the field with a big heart.
The program was presided
over by Dnyaneshwar
Shukla Assembly Con-

vener. Lok Sabha Speaker
Prince Gupta, Senior BJP
leader Giri Shankar
Prabhakar (Giri Baba),

Rajan Shukla District Min-
ister, Grijesh Mishra Dis-
trict Vice President, Vivek
Aggarwal District Vice
President, Pramod Jaiswal
(Modi) District Vice Presi-
dent, Senior BJP leader
Manoj Mishra, Councilor
Kiran Jaiswal, Councilor
Sunita Chopra, Councilor
Anup Pasi, Councilor Neeraj
Gupta, Councilor Akash
Sonkar, Shakeel Salmani, Di-
visional Minister, Councilor
Mayank Yadav, Councilor
Deepchandra, Councilor
Neeraj Tandon, Councilor
Ritesh Mishra, Councilor
Rishi Nishad, etc. workers
were included.

'OPERATION NARCOSE'
3 accused arrested who smuggled

41.30 kg ganja worth Rs. 431k
Prayagraj: Inspector General cum Principal Chief Se-

curity Commissioner/Railway Protection Force/North Cen-
tral Railway called Sub Inspector Ravindra Singh Rajawat,
Railway Protection Force Post Gwalior, Jhansi to the Head-
quarters/North Central Railway and presented him a cer-
tificate of appreciation for the commendable work done
by him. Amiya Nandan Sinha, Inspector General cum Prin-
cipal Chief Security Commissioner/Railway Protection
Force/North Central Railway, to Sub Inspector Ravindra
Singh Rajawat, Railway Protection Force Post Gwalior,
Jhansi for the commendable work done by him. He was
called to Headquarters/North Central Railway and given a

citation. In the
month of March,
under Operation
Narcose, Sub In-
spector Ravindra
Singh Rajawat ar-
rested 03 accused
who smuggled a to-
tal of 41.30 kg of
ganja worth Rs.
4,31,000/- and
handed them over
to the Civil Police.
During the crime
prevention duty
under Operation

Passenger Security, a vicious habitual accused of theft of
passenger luggage from train number 11058 was caught
along with a stolen mobile phone with estimated value of
Rs. 22,000/- and handed over to GRP/Gwalior. During the
investigation of suspicious user ID, under Operation Avail-
able, a ticket broker was caught red-handed with 02 tick-
ets for future journey worth Rs 5,820/- and 02 tickets for
past journey worth Rs 1,075/- from the reservation counter
of Railway Station Gwalior. He was caught and on the
basis of his statement, Section 143 Railway Act was regis-
tered against the operator of Bombay Tour Travels for
booking tickets illegally under FIR No. 334/2024. From time
to time, citations/rewards are given by the Inspector Gen-
eral cum Principal Chief Security Commissioner/Railway
Protection Force/North Central Railway to encourage the
force members and boost their morale and such actions
are also sent to the Railway Board.

Nomination kicks off for
parliamentary constituencies

Prayagraj: Nomination work started from Monday
under Lok Sabha General Election-2024. On the first day
of nomination, a total of 26 people took nomination pa-
pers for Parliamentary Constituency 51-Phulpur and a
total of 19 people took nomination papers for Parliamen-
tary Constituency 52-Allahabad. On the first day of
nomination, nomination was made by Indian National
Congress candidate Ujjwal Raman Singh for parliamen-
tary constituency 52-Allahabad. No nomination was filed
by any person for Parliamentary Constituency 51-
Phulpur on Monday.

Indegene Limited IPO to open on May 6
Varanasi: Indegene Limited proposes to open its Ini-

tial Public Offering on Monday, May 06, 2024. The bid/
offer closing date will be Wednesday, May 08, 2024.
The anchor investor bid date is one working day prior
to the bid/offer opening date, i.e., Friday, May 03, 2024.
The price band of the offer has been fixed at Rs. 430 per
equity share to Rs. 452 per equity share. Bids can be
made for a minimum of 33 equity shares and in multiples
of 33 equity shares thereafter.

 The Offer comprises a fresh issue of up to 7,600
million equity shares and an offer for sale of up to
23,932,732 equity shares, comprising up to 1,118,596
equity shares by the selling holder Manish Gupta, up to
3,233,818 equity shares by Dr. Rajesh Bhaskaran Nair,
up to 1,151,454 equity shares by Anita Nair, up to
3,600,000 equity shares by Vida Trustees Private Limited
as a partner of Group Life Spring, up to 2,657,687 equity
shares by BPC Genesis Fund I SPV Limited, up to 1,378,527
equity shares by BPC Genesis Fund IA SPV, Limited and
up to 10,792,650 equity shares by CA Dawn Investments
(collectively referred to as Vida Trustees Private Limited,
BPC Genesis Fund I together with BPC Genesis Fund I
SPV, Limited and BPC Genesis Fund I-A SPV, Limited, the
"Investor Selling Shares").  Shareholders" and collec-
tively the Individual Selling Shareholders and such Eq-
uity Shares are the "Offered Shares"). The Offer includes
reservation of up to Rs 125 million number of Equity Shares
for subscription by Eligible Employees. This Offer net of
the Employee Reservation Portion is hereinafter referred
to as the "Net Offer". Eligible Employees bidding in the
Employee Reservation Portion are being offered a dis-
count of Rs 30 per Equity Share.

Scorpio collides with tree, one
dead, six injured in Mirzapur
Scorpio went out of control and collided with a tree

Mirzapur: An uncon-
trolled Scorpio collided with
a tree on Monday morning
near BHU campus under
Dehat Kotwali police sta-
tion area. In the accident, the
middle-aged man riding the
Scorpio died and six people
including the driver were
seriously injured. Kajal,
daughter of former village
head husband Gopal
Sonkar, resident of Majra
Bandedya of Patewar vil-
lage of Madihan police sta-

tion area, was married on 26
April. On April 28, the third
day of the marriage, Gopal
had gone to Jaunpur with
the family to attend the ban-
quet at his daughter's in-
laws house. During the pro-
gram, there was a clash with
the daughter's in-laws over
some issue, due to which
everyone left for home in a
Scorpio early on Monday
morning. The Scorpio went
out of control and collided
with a tree on the roadside

near BHU campus located at
Barkachha in Dehat Kotwali
area. The collision was so
strong that the Scorpio was
blown to pieces. Scorpio
rider: 53 year old Gopal
Sonkar alias Duldul, 50 year
old (wife) Sarvat Sonkar, 18
year old daughter Roopa
Sonkar, 16 year old daugh-
ter Chandni, 17 year old son
of brother Rajkumar Sonkar,
15 year old son of third
brother Kamal Sonkar Aryan
and driver Mahendra. (23)

were seriously injured. On
receiving the information,
the police sent all the injured
by ambulance to the Trauma
Center, where the doctors
declared Gopal Sonkar alias
Duldul dead. Seriously in-
jured Sarbat Sonkar, Raj
Sonkar and Mahendra were
referred to Trauma Center
Varanasi. The police started
taking legal action by con-
ducting Panchnama of the
dead body and sending it for
post-mortem.

Focus infuses fresh life into Pasmanda movement: Engineer Farooq Naseer
Prayagraj Engineer

Farooq Naseer a staunch ad-
vocate of "Ganga-Jamuni
tehzeeb" (secularism) all his
life is excited over the focus,
which is infusing fresh life
into Pasmanda movement.
"By targeting Muslims on
the one hand and
sympathising with Pasmanda
on the other, the BJP is play-
ing on the tension between
the religious and social iden-
tity among the Muslims high-
lighted by the Pasmanda
movement," he emphasized
and argued that the religious
identity of Muslims and the
politics of Muslims/minori-
ties have only prioritised the
interests of the upper-caste
Ashraf Muslims. He stressed
that their social identity as
Pasmanda Muslims and de-
manded their recognition as
such. "Although the social
and political discourse of the
Pasmanda movement is ab-
sent from the discourse, this
is the first election in which
the Pasmanda Muslims see
being used as a political com-
munity," claimed Engineer
Farooq Naseer.

"The BJP has been try-
ing to reach out to Pasmanda
Muslims for their support.
Though it doesn't have a
separate slogan for
Pasmanda Muslims the party
claims they too fall under the
slogan of Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas. Although the BJP has
not announced any policy for
Pasmanda Muslims, they
have exposed the opposition
parties' neglect of a large sec-
tion of one of their core vot-
ers, Muslims. For the uniniti-
ated, Indian Muslims are
stratified into three catego-
ries: ashraf, Ajlaf and Arzal.
While the Ashraf category
includes caste groups that
claim foreign descent, such
as Syed, Sheikh, Mughal and
Pathan, the Ajlaf category
includes occupational
castes, like the Ansaris
(weavers), Mansuris (cotton
traders) or the Quraishi
(butchers). Arzal consists of
the former untouchables
castes, also referred to as
Dalit Muslims, who, along
with Dalit Christians, are de-
manding to be included in the
reservation for SCs," he ex-

plained.
"Pasmanda is the collec-

tive of the Ajlaf and Arzals. It
broadly corresponds to the
category of Bahujan, includ-
ing Other Backward Classes
and Scheduled Castes.

Pasmanda is a Persian word
that refers to the 'ones left
behind' and is used to de-
scribe depressed classes
among Muslims, estimated to
make up 80-85% of India's
Muslims. Pasmanda Muslims
have been historically
marginalised. They have
been treated as Razil and
kamin (of low origin) and ex-
pected to only engage in tra-
ditional jobs, which were
considered of low status by
the elite (ashraf) Muslims.
Islamic scholars have

legitimised these nomencla-
tures, from Ziauddin Barani
to Ashraf Ali Thanwi and
Ahmed Raza Khan Barelwi.
Due to limited opportunities
outside their traditional oc-
cupations, Pasmanda Mus-
lims have been historically
marginalised economically
and were dependent on up-
per-caste zamindars for their
survival," he informed.

"The Pasmanda move-
ment, which started in the
1990s in Bihar, sparked new
discussions on the
politicisation of caste. The
Pasmanda movement de-
nounced the domination of
Ashraf Muslims over Mus-
lim representation and
organisations. It suggested
that Muslim politics does not
promote the interests of most
Muslims but only of a small
proportion of dominant elites
(Ashrafs). It focused on the
internal division within Mus-
lim society and challenged
the notion of a monolithic
Muslim identity and politics.
Numerous articles refer to
PM Modi's Hyderabad
speech as the start of the

BJP's outreach to Pasmanda
Muslims. However, in 2021,
even before the Assembly
elections in Uttar Pradesh,
the BJP had planned to reach
out to Pasmanda Muslims.
The BJP leadership in Uttar
Pradesh has asked its Mus-
lim leaders to reach out to
Pasmanda Muslims. The
same year, they appointed
three Pasmanda Muslims as
Chairman of minority institu-
tions, the Minority Commis-
sion, Madrasa Board, and
Urdu Academy in Uttar
Pradesh," he stressed.

He also claimed, "In 2022,
the BJP government in Uttar
Pradesh also appointed Dan-
ish Azad Ansari, a Pasmnada
Muslim, as the Minister of
State by replacing Mohsin
Raza, a Syed. They also ap-
pointed Tariq Mansoor,
former Vice-Chancellor of
Aligarh Muslim University,
as a Legislative Council mem-
ber in Uttar Pradesh and Na-
tional Vice President of the
BJP in 2023. Tariq Mansoor
was present in the Aligarh
meeting when PM Modi
made remarks about

Pasmanda Muslims. During
the 2023 Municipal elections
in Uttar Pradesh, the BJP
fielded 395 Muslim candi-
dates for various posts. BJP
leaders stressed that more
than 90 percent of these can-
didates were Pamanda Mus-
lims, highlighting the party's
concern for Pasmanda Mus-
lims. BJP has initiated pro-
grams through its minority
wing to bring Pasmanda
Muslims closer to the party.
The BJP minority Morcha in
Uttar Pradesh organised
Pasmanda Sammelan in parts
of the state to connect with
Pasmanda Muslims. The
Morcha has also used initia-
tives like 'Modi Mitra' to ap-
point Pasmanda Muslims to
these positions and brings
them closer to the party. They
have also organised
'Labharthi Sammelan' in Mus-
lim-majority areas to target
Pasmanda Muslims, who are
major 'beneficiaries' of these
schemes."  "The BJP's out-
reach has prompted the for-
mation of new Pasmanda
organisations aligned with
the BJP.
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Accused of dowry

murder arrested
Prayagraj: Wanted accused of dowry murder ar-

rested by police station Kheri, registered in police sta-
tion Kheri, FIR No.
68/24, section 498A/
504/304B IPC and 3/
4 DP ACT, wanted
accused Akhilesh
Shukla, son of Lalji
Shukla, resident of
Nibi Lediyari police
station Kheri dis-
trict, Prayagraj, on
Monday was ar-
rested by Kheri po-
lice station from
Lediyari Mandi
Tiraha police station area Kheri. Advance legal action
was taken as per rules.

Accused arrested by police, 3
illegal country bombs recovered

Prayagraj: 1 accused arrested by police station
Nawabganj police team, 03 illegal country bombs re-
covered from their possession by police station
Nawabganj on Monday. Accused Gulzar son of Nawab
Ali, resident of Mehdiyabagh Lalgopalganj police sta-
tion Nababganj Commissionerate Prayagraj, near
Kathowa bridge located in Lalgopalganj under police
station Nawabganj area was arrested with 03 illegal coun-
try bombs. On the basis of the above arrest/seizure,
FIR No. 142/24 Section 4/
5 Explosive Substances
Act was registered at
Police Station
Nawabganj and neces-
sary legal action was
taken as per rules.

Accused Dilip Kumar
Shukla, when interro-
gated, told that I tried
hard to get a government
job but I did not get the
job, so I got a fake iden-
tity card and uniform
made for the post of Sub
Inspector of Uttar Pradesh Police Department. I trick
people by showing them my identity card and cheat
them of money in the name of getting them a govern-
ment job or getting other work done and earn my living
from them. It may be noted that the above accused
Dilip Kumar Shukla had earlier duped a woman resident
of Devnagar under Jhunsi police station area and had
cheated Rs. 1,35,000/- from her in the name of getting
an arms license and getting a gun, in connection with
which an FIR has been lodged at the local police sta-
tion. - 95/2024 Section- 419/420/406/506 IPC is regis-
tered. Again on 28.04.2024, the accused went to the
house of victim and threatened to withdraw the case, in
relation to which, on the basis of the complaint of
plaintiff's husband, accused Dilip Kumar Shukla arrested
under FIR No. 161/2024 Section 506 of IPC.

Seminar on cyber crime and
security organized in SJC

Prayagraj: A seminar on cyber crime and security
was organized in SJC, Prayagraj. Cyber crime can be
committed both offline and online. St. Joseph's College,
Prayagraj, which is synonymous with student welfare,
decided to organize a seminar on Cyber Security at the
prestigious Hogan Hall on Monday. The chief guest, Jai

Prakash Singh, was wel-
comed with thunderous
applause in the presence
of the Principal of the col-
lege, Rev. Father Thomas
Kumar. Senior teacher,
N.B. Lawrence and a del-
egation of students led by
Aditya Mishra welcomed
him with floral tributes.
Subsequently, Jai Prakas
Singh, Head of Cyber Cell
Security, Prayagraj, pro-
vided an informative

PowerPoint presentation and an interactive session to
help clear the doubts of the senior most students. People
were made aware of the various methods used by cyber
criminals to cheat them. Singh urged students to be very
careful while using their Aadhar card and never share it
with anyone who has their OTP or password, especially
taking care to read messages that ask for OTP. College
Principal Father Thomas Kumar along with Administra-
tor A Magavan, Chief Coordinator Jyoti Dubey and all
senior teachers were present.

Victim running from

pillar to post for justice
Prayagraj: The case is of village Kahli Jhaliyahi po-

lice station Mauaima district Prayagraj, where on 27/4/
2024 around 4:00 pm, former head Ramkripal Yadav along
with his men, landed on the land of Manish Kumar on
the land of gata number 112. Let us tell you that when
the former head's men were forcibly placing a shed and
thatch on the applicant's land, when the applicant pro-
tested, the former head's men beat the victim and the
victim's family badly, abused them and also used caste
related words. That the applicant comes from Dalit com-
munity, he held the applicant's wife's hair and threw her
on the ground and started doing obscene acts with her.
Hearing the screams, the people gathered nearby, see-
ing which the former head and his men ran away. Due to
serious injuries, the victim's wife and sister became un-
conscious and were taken to the hospital by ambulance
and the police administration was informed. Informa-
tion was given but no action was taken against the op-
position party. On the contrary, the victim was made to
sit in the police station with his father overnight and
was tortured and on the next day he issued a challan to
Phulpur under 151. A fake case was registered against
him. Seeing that he was not getting justice, the appli-
cant along with his family pleaded for justice.

Man to donate body
posthumously

Prayagraj: To set a new record on the land of Prayagraj,
Vinay Kumar Jaiswal, resident of 444 Nai Basti, Kidganj,
son of Kalindi Prasad, age 69, after the consent of the
family, had decided to donate his body after his death,
completing the legal process today, at Motilal Nehru Medi-
cal College, Prayagraj. After going and seeing the affida-

vit to Assistant Professor Dr. Badal Singh that he com-
pleted his posthumous process, the medical college regis-
tered him for body donation and gave him the certificate.
On this occasion, Vinay Kumar Jaiswal said that his body
was deposited in the medical college at the time of his
death. It is his wish to be useful to the students and move
ahead by doing new experiments in the medical field.

Meeting of Core Committee held under Rajendra Mishra
Prayagraj: The meeting

of the Election Manage-
ment Committee Core Com-
mittee of the 52nd Lok
Sabha Assembly 263 City
Southern of Allahabad Par-
liamentary Constituency
was held at the Central Of-
fice City Southern Assem-
bly located at Hewett Road.
BJP media in-charge Gopal
Ji Malviya said that it was
held under the chairmanship
of Rajendra Mishra at BJP's
Hewett Road office. Mayor
Umesh Chandra Ganesh
Kesarwani as the chief
guest, special guest Lok
Sabha in-charge Manoj
Jaiswal, Lok Sabha
convenor Shivdutt Patel,

Lok Sabha extension Prince
Gupta were present. The
upcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tions were discussed in the
meeting. District Vice Presi-
dent Pramod Jaiswal
(Modi), Metropolitan Vice
President Vivek Aggarwal,
Murari Lal Aggarwal, Rajan
Shukla, Grijesh Mishra, Dis-
trict Vice President, Brijesh
Mishra, Anil Kesarwani,
presidents and in-charges
of all the divisions were
present in the meeting. The
stage was conducted by
Dnyaneshwar Shukla As-
sembly Convener. All the
senior workers of the core
committee were also
present.

Nomination begins for Alld, Phulpur seats; Ujjwal Raman files papers
Prayagraj: The nomina-

tions for Lok Sabha elec-
tions-2024 in Prayagraj for
Allahabad and Phulpur
seats started from Monday
with the issue of local noti-
fications. INDIA Bloc can-
didate Ujjwal Raman Singh
contesting the polls on
Congress symbol filed his
papers on day 1. A total of
45 candidates bought nomi-
nation papers on the first
day including 26 for
Allahabad seat and 19 for
Phulpur seat. For Phulpur
parliamentary seat, nomina-
tion papers were purchased
by BJP candidate Praveen
Singh Patel and BSP candi-
date Jagannath Pal, while
from Allahabad parliamen-
tary seat, Congress's Ujjwal
Raman Singh and BJP's
Neeraj Tripathi purchased
papers.

In the morning, Raman's
supporters took three sets
of nomination papers. In the
afternoon Ujjwal Raman
Singh arrived with his sup-

porters and deposited two
sets in front of Returning
Officer Gaurav Kumar. In
one set, the proposer was
SP MLA from Meja
Sandeep Patel while in the
other set, former SP MLA
from Allahabad South As-
sembly seat Haji Parvez
Ahmed was the proposer.

Congress and SP workers
joined him in the poll office
set up near Jahaz crossing
and reaching the
collectorate office.

As soon as the candi-
dates came out after filing
the nomination, the sup-
porters raised slogans and
then reached the Jahaz in-
tersection in a procession.

Before filing papers, the
Congress candidate went
to Mankameshwar temple
and took blessings of Lord
Shiva. MLC Man Singh,
Congress leaders Shekhar
Bahuguna, Sanjay Tiwari
and Mukund Tiwari among
others were present during
the nomination process.

17 candidates buy nomi-
nation papers in Pratapgarh
on day 1: The nomination
process also kick-started
for the Pratapgarh parlia-
mentary seat on Monday.
On the first day, 17 candi-
dates bought 36 seats of
nomination from the district
collectorate. Those who
bought the nomination pa-

pers included BL Verma of
Samajwadi Party (4 sets),
Dinesh Pandey of BSP (2
sets), Avadhesh Mani
Tripathi of BSP (4 sets),
Raghavendra Nath Mishra
of BJP (4 sets) besides
Sandeep Singh of National
Jandal Party (1 set), Ram
Siddh Yadav of
Manavtawadi Samaj Party
(2 sets), Socialist Unity
Center of India (Commu-
nist) party's Ram Kumar
Yadav (2 sets), Mahesh
Kumar Prajapati of
Samajhdar Party (3 sets),
Devi Prasad of Rashtriya
Janashanti Party (1 set) and
Jokhu of Siddhant Party (2
sets). The Independents
who bought the nomination
papers included Shivram
Sharma (4 sets), Abhinav
Mishra (2 sets), Lakshmi
Devi (1 set), Subhash
Chandra Singh (1 set),
Dhyan Singh (1 set),
Subhashchandra Yadav (1
set) and Vijayshankar Tiwari
(1 set).

Departmenl action against senior accountant of
UPSRTC canceled on condition of joining HQ
Prayagraj: Allahabad

High Court has directed the
Transport Corporation
Headquarters, Uttar
Pradesh, Lucknow, that if
Harsh Gautam, Senior Ac-
countant, Aligarh, within a
week, Section, if they join
the Lucknow Transport
Corporation Headquarters,
then all departmental pro-
ceedings, charge sheets
and suspension orders
against them should be
cancelled. This order has
been passed by Justice
Prakash Padia after hearing
senior advocate Vijay
Gautam on the petition of
Harsh Gautam, Senior Ac-
countant, Aligarh Region,
Transport Corporation. The
advocate said that the
transfer of the petitioner
and the subsequent depart-
mental action was taken
with malicious intent. The
High Court has also ordered
that the Transport Corpo-
ration Headquarters,

Lucknow, should pass ap-
propriate orders within
three weeks regarding giv-
ing allowances and other
benefits for the period of
suspension.

According to the case,
petitioner Harsh Gautam is

the state general secretary
of Central Regional Work-
shop Employees Union,
Uttar Pradesh Transport
Corporation recognized or-
ganization. He was trans-
ferred from Aligarh Zone to
Car Section, Lucknow
UPSRTC on 30 June 2023.
The petitioner sent a repre-

sentation to the higher au-
thorities on July 30, 2023,
expressing objection that he
is the state general secre-
tary of a recognized organi-
zation. In the transfer policy
dated 28 June 2019 issued
by UPSRTC Lucknow, it is

stated that the presi-
dents and ministers of
provincial/regional and
depot recognized labor
organizations of the
Transport Corporation
will not be transferred.
Nevertheless the peti-
tioner was relieved on 07
July 2023. The petitioner
sent several representa-
tions to top officials.

Due to the petitioner not
joining the transfer place,
Car Section, Lucknow, the
petitioner was suspended
by the Chief Principal Man-
ager, Transport Corporation
Headquarters. In the sus-
pension order, it was alleged
that the petitioner did not
join the transfer place, Car

Section, Lucknow in com-
pliance with the transfer or-
der. Did not join, thereafter
the petitioner was attached
to the Chief Principal Man-
ager (Provisional) Trans-
port Corporation Headquar-
ters, Lucknow on 18 Sep-
tember 2023 during the sus-
pension period. In compli-
ance with the said attach-
ment order of 18 September
2023, the petitioner joined
the attachment place
Lucknow on 29 September
2023. have done. While
sending a letter to the peti-
tioner on 30 November
2023, it was ordered by the
Transport Corporation
Headquarters that a charge
sheet has been previously
issued to the petitioner
dated 04 October 2023, the
reply to which has not been
filed by the petitioner.
Therefore, make sure to pro-
vide the reply to the charge
sheet so that departmental
inquiry can be initiated.

OUTLAWS PREFER DESI 'KATTAS' FOR EXECUTING CRIMES
85% crimes like murder, snatching or robbery are committed with country-made weapons

PRAYAGRAJ: Law
breakers have devised
stylish models of country-
made pistols, which are
better in designs and simi-
lar fire power as compared
to the factory made ones.
The latest entrant to the il-
legal arms market is the
Bihari katta (country made
pistols of 0.315 bore and
0.12 bore being manufac-
tured in Bihar and
smuggled to eastern parts
of UP) are in great demand
among law breakers.

In fact, these startling
revelations came to fore
when men-in-khaki had en-
sured the arrest of a key

arms supplier in Kydganj
area and seized a huge
cache of cartridges and
few pistols from his hide-
outs. The arrested key op-
erator claimed to have
smuggled Bihar-made pis-
tol and cartridges in the
region including
Allahabad and
neighbouring districts on
a profit sharing basis and
had accumulated wealth.

Surprisingly, when po-
lice seized a huge cache of
cartridges and few coun-
try made pistols, they
could not believe it that
these pistols are so fine-
shaped and well designed,

which in fact have a better
look as compared to the
factory made ones.

A senior cop said,
"You cannot differentiate
between an original (fac-
tory made) and these
seized country-made pis-
tols at the first go, as manu-
facturers are expert in de-
signing these country-
made pistols similar to fac-
tory made ones."

Incidentally, specially
designed pistols having
good capacity are in de-
mand and law breakers are
ready to shell out some ex-
tra bucks. If the recent
crime trends are anything

to go by, for an escalating
number of murders, chain/
purse snatching, and even
robberies being executed
in the region in last three
years, country-made pis-
tols, popularly known as
'kattas' has always been a
favourite with the law
breakers.

The range police
claimed to have recovered
over 800 country-made
pistols in the region com-
prising Allahabad,
Kaushambi, Fatehpur and
Pratapgarh, which shows
that an illegally thriving
arms bazaar has surfaced,
exposing the claims of the

law enforcement agencies
that fresh strategy was
needed to bust the mod-
ules.

Gone are the days
when a simple desi 'katta'
of Madhya Pradesh or
Kolkata-made sophisti-
cated desi pistol was in de-
mand. Today, Bihari kattas
are available for a price,
sometimes on rent as well.
Most outlaws more or less
are preferring a stylish or
designed katta, as it is
easy to operate as well as
easy to dispose off. Police
records state that about 76
per cent crime are being
executed by the country-

made weapons or its re-
fined version.

An Additional Superin-
tendent of Police request-
ing anonymity said,
"Probes into recent un-
earthing of arms manufac-
turing units busted by the
police candidly pointed
out that 'country-made
stylish and fine shaped
kattas' manufacturing was
a wide-scale and flourish-
ing business and those in-
volved in the trade earned
hefty profits for the same."

Spate of illegal arms
factories either sprouting
in remote corners of
Bundelkhand or its

neighbouring states have
been compounding the
woes of the police. In east-
ern and central UP dis-
tricts, producing a 'katta'
is termed a trade and this
has also taken a shape of
an organised industry.
Manufacturers are experts
in producing good shaped
butts, barrels and triggers
and they even smuggle
these to other states.

"Hardcore criminals
eventually want to procure
a factory-made sophisti-
cated weapon," said a
DSP-rank official adding
that as these smuggled
weapons were expensive

and had a select category
of customers, more and
more outlaws still pre-
ferred desi 'kattas' in ex-
ecuting crimes.

Senior cops admit that
illegal weapons outnumber
the legal ones by more than
15 times in the region and
more than 85% crimes like
murder, snatching or robbery
are committed with the help
of desi or country-made
weapons. However, SSP has
issued specific guidelines
to his subordinates to
tighten the noose around
manufacturers and suppli-
ers and also to ensure their
arrest at the earliest.




