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Addis Ababa

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has said
that India and Ethiopia
share a 2,000-year-old
relationship. The two
countries have decided
to elevate their bilateral
relations to a strategic
partnership. Prime
Minister Modi is in
Ethiopia on the second
leg of his three-nation
tour. Addressing a joint
session of the Ethiopian
Parliament on
Wednesday, Prime
Minister Modi said that
both India and Ethiopia
share warmth in their
climate and spirit. He
said, "Indian companies
are among the largest
investors in Ethiopia.
They have invested
more than five billion
dollars in various sec-
tors and created more

than 75,000 jobs. We
have decided to elevate
India-Ethiopia bilateral
relations to a strategic
partnership." Referring
to the rise of the Global
South, Modi sent a
message to the world
that it is not possible to
move forward with sys-
tems stuck in the past.
He described Ethiopia
as a natural friend in the
field of regional peace,
security and connectivi-
ty. Prime Minister Modi
described India and
Ethiopia as natural

friends in the field of
regional peace, security
and connectivity. He
said that Ethiopia is the
gateway to Africa,
while India is situated
in the heart of the
Indian Ocean. In his
speech, he specifically
mentioned that both the
Indian and Ethiopian
national anthems refer
to the land as a mother.
He expressed gratitude
for receiving the Great
Honour of Ethiopia
award. The Prime
Minister mentioned that

relations between India
and Africa have pro-
gressed manifold in the
last 11 years. India's
digital public infrastruc-
ture has completely
transformed the way
services are delivered to
the people. India has
supplied medicines and
vaccines to more than
150 countries, and it is
a matter of pride for us
that we have also pro-
vided 4 million vaccine
doses to Ethiopia.Prime
Minister Modi said that
ports like Addis Ababa
and Dholera were not
just trade centers, but
bridges between civi-
lizations. In modern
times, our relationship
entered a new era when,
in 1941, Indian soldiers
fought alongside the
Ethiopian people for
Ethiopia's independ-
ence. 

India and Ethiopia share a 

2,000-year-old relationship: Modi

New Delhi

Retaliating against the
Congress party's state-
ment regarding the
National Herald case,
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) called
Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi liars and
the most corrupt fami-
ly, stating that this fake
Gandhi family has
already been charged
with fraud and forgery
and is currently out on
bail. At a press confer-
ence held at the BJP
headquarters on
Wednesday, party
spokesperson Gaurav
Bhatia said that if there
is anyone most corrupt
in politics, it is the

deceitful Gandhi fami-
ly. Sonia, Rahul, and
Robert Vadra are still
roaming free on bail in
a case under Section
420. He said that
recently, Congress
party national president
Mallikarjun Kharge
held a press conference
regarding the National
Herald scam. 
This scam was perpe-

trated by the fake
Gandhi family. Three
of its members – Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi,
and Robert Vadra – are
out on bail. 
This is a "bail" vehicle.
The fake Gandhi fami-
ly survives only on
deceit, fraud, and prop-
aganda.

New Delhi

Bangladesh's High
Commissioner to India,
Riaz Hamidullah, was
summoned to the
Ministry of External
Affairs on Wednesday
and conveyed India's
deep concern over the
deteriorating security
situation in the country.
India expressed its
expectation that the
interim government
would ensure the secu-
rity of missions and
embassies in

Bangladesh, in accor-
dance with its diplomat-
ic obligations. The High
Commissioner's atten-
tion was drawn specifi-
cally to the activities of
certain extremist ele-
ments who have

announced plans to cre-
ate an atmosphere of
insecurity around the
Indian High
Commission in Dhaka.
The Ministry of
External Affairs stated
that India completely

rejects the false narra-
tive being spread by
extremist elements
regarding recent inci-
dents in Bangladesh.  It
is unfortunate that the
interim government has
neither conducted a
thorough investigation
nor shared any mean-
ingful evidence with
India regarding these
incidents. India is a pro-
ponent of peace and sta-
bility in Bangladesh and
has consistently called
for holding free, fair, ,
and credible elections.

Lucknow

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath today,
Wednesday, inaugurated
the PAC Foundation
Day celebrations - 2025
at the 35th Battalion
PAC Headquarters in
the city. On this occa-
sion, the Chief Minister
distributed trophies to
officers who had per-
formed outstandingly.
In his address, Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath congratulat-

ed the PAC personnel
on their 78-year jour-
ney. These 78 years rep-
resent a glorious history
of discipline, sacrifice,
and dedication of the
PAC force. The PAC
has been working on

the front lines in Uttar
Pradesh, the most popu-
lous state in the country,
to improve internal
security, manage disas-
ters, and ensure the
peaceful conduct of all
important festivals.

New Delhi

The Supreme Court
heard a case on
Wednesday regarding
the deepening air
pollution crisis in
Delhi-NCR. During

the hearing, the issue
of school closures in
Delhi was raised.
Advocate Menaka
Guruswamy argued
that poor children
suffer the most when-
ever schools are

closed, as they are
deprived of facilities
like mid-day meals.
Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant respond-
ed that the matter
should be left to
experts. 

New Delhi

The central government
has proposed amend-
ments to the Civil
Nuclear Law in the Lok
Sabha. Through this,
the government is
preparing to end its monopoly on nuclear

energy. If the bill intro-
duced to amend the
existing law is accept-
ed, private companies
and even individuals in
India could be involved
in activities such as the
construction and opera-
tion of nuclear power

plants in the coming
days.Minister of State
for Science and
Technology, Jitendra
Singh, introduced the
bill in the Lok Sabha.
Discussion on it began
on Wednesday. It has
been stated that by

enacting this bill into
law, the government is
trying to achieve its tar-
get of generating a total
of 100 gigawatts of
nuclear energy by
2047.What are the pro-
posed changes to the
Civil Nuclear Law?

New Delhi

In view of the rising
pollution levels in
Delhi, GRAP-4 restric-
tions have been imple-
mented. The Delhi gov-
ernment has also taken
two important deci-
sions to provide relief
to the most affected
sections of society and
to reduce congestion in
the city. 

The government
has issued guidelines
for providing a com-
pensation of Rs. 10,000
to registered construc-
tion workers and limit-
ing attendance in gov-
ernment and private
institutions to a maxi-
mum of 50 percent.
Tourism Minister Kapil
Mishra told reporters
here on Wednesday
that, as per the instruc-
tions of the Labour
Department, all govern-
ment and private insti-

tutions in Delhi will be
allowed a maximum of
50 percent attendance.
The remaining employ-
ees will be required to
work from home.
Offices have also been
encouraged to adopt
flexible and staggered
working hours to avoid
traffic congestion and
its impact on pollution
due to simultaneous
commuting. 
He said that daily wage
laborers suffered heavy
losses due to the 16-
day ban on construc-
tion work during
GRAP-3. As a relief
measure, the Delhi

government will pro-
vide financial assis-
tance of Rs. 10,000 to
all registered and veri-
fied construction work-
ers through Direct
Benefit Transfer
(DBT). This assistance
will also be provided
during GRAP-4.The
Tourism Minister
appealed to construc-
tion workers to register
on the Delhi govern-
ment portal as soon as
possible so that they
can receive the assis-
tance after verification.
He said that more than
10,000 registrations
have already been com-
pleted and there is cur-
rently no limit on regis-
trations.
This amount will be

given to all eligible and
registered workers. The
aim of these is to con-
trol pollution and pro-
vide financial relief to
the affected workers.

New Delhi

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
on Wednesday that global
trade is increasingly
being weaponized
through tariffs and other
measures, and India will
have to proceed cautious-
ly. She added that the
overall strength of the
economy will give the
country an added advan-

tage. Addressing an event
in New Delhi, the Union
Finance Minister said
that it is now abundantly
clear globally that trade is

not free and fair. Nirmala
Sitharaman said, "Trade
is being weaponized
through tariffs and vari-
ous other measures." She

further added,
"Therefore, India will
have to negotiate careful-
ly, and just dealing with
tariffs will not be enough,
but I think our overall
economic strength will
give us that added advan-
tage." She said, "India
might be lectured, saying
you (India) are very
inward-looking, you are
the king of tariffs, etc.
However, tariffs have

been misused as a
weapon." The Finance
Minister said in her
address that India has
never intended to use tar-
iffs as a weapon. The
Finance Minister said
that today, the
weaponization of trade is
happening without any
criticism, and some coun-
tries say that tariffs are
not good and nobody
should resort to them.

New Delhi

Indian players have made
significant gains in the
latest update of the
International Cricket
Council (ICC) Men's
T20I Player Rankings.
India's explosive batsman
Tilak Varma has jumped
two places to reach fourth
position in the batsmen's
list, while spinner Varun
Chakravarthy has further
strengthened his top spot
in the bowlers' rankings.
Tilak Varma had a stellar
performance in the recent
T20I series against South
Africa. 

Tilak Varma jumps

up in T20 rankings

New Delhi

A major update has emerged in
the case of the devastating fire
that killed 25 people at the
Birch by Romeo Lane night-
club in Goa on December 6th.
The nightclub owners, brothers
Gaurav and Saurabh Luthra, are
being taken to Goa by the Goa
Police. Gaurav Luthra and
Saurabh Luthra were deported
from Thailand and brought to
India, where they were arrested

at Delhi Airport and are now
being taken to Goa by the Goa
Police. The court has granted
the Goa Police a two-day tran-
sit remand for them. Saurabh

Luthra and Gaurav Luthra, the
owners of the Birch by Romeo
Lane nightclub in Arpora,
North Goa, who had fled to
Thailand after the fire, were
arrested from the IGI Airport
around 2:30 PM on
Tuesday.Both brothers in police
custodyAfter a medical exami-
nation at the Indira Gandhi
Super Specialty Hospital in
Dwarka and being produced
before the Patiala House Court
for transit remand.

The Luthra brothers were taken to Goa by the police

'The Gandhi family is dishonest
and the most corrupt family'

During the hearing on the pollution crisis, the Supreme

Court remarked, "Lawyers themselves become experts"

The 'Romeo' helicopter
will now destroy

Pakistani and Chinese
submarines at sea

New Delhi

It has now become easier
for India to detect and neu-
tralize Pakistani and
Chinese submarines at sea,
as the Navy commissioned
the second squadron of
MH-60R 'Romeo' helicop-
ters at INS Hansa in Goa on
Wednesday. The commis-
sioning of INAS 335, in the
presence of Navy Chief
Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi,
is part of the Indian Navy's
continuous efforts to mod-
ernize and enhance its mar-
itime capabilities. This will
further strengthen India's
maritime combat capabili-
ties in the Indo-Pacific
region. Navy Chief Admiral
Tripathi commissioned the
second squadron of the
American MH-60R
Seahawk multi-role heli-
copters at INS Hansa in
Goa. This squadron will be
known as INAS 335, while
the first squadron, commis-
sioned in March last year,
was formally inducted into
the air fleet as INAS 334.
These advanced helicopters,
part of the second 'Romeo'
squadron, are capable of
anti-submarine warfare,
missile attacks, and surveil-
lance. The multi-role
American maritime helicop-
ter MH-60R is designed for
anti-submarine warfare,
anti-surface warfare, search
and rescue, and medical
evacuation.According to the
Ministry of Defence, the
commissioning of the sec-
ond squadron of MH-60R
helicopters.

NEW DELHI:
Cautioning high
courts, and itself,
against routinely
ordering CBI
probes, Supreme
Court on Thursday
said courts should
invoke their power
to direct an inquiry
by the central
agency as a last
resort in an excep-
tional situation.
A bench of justices J
K Maheshwari and
Vijay Bishnoi set
aside Allahabad
high court’s order
directing a CBI
probe into alleged
irregularities in the
recruitment process
for UP legislative
council staff, saying
the order was passed
by HC on the basis
of some doubt and
assumptions. The
bench also referred
the matter back to
the high court for a
rehearing.

Ordering CBI
probe should be
the last resort,
not routine: SC

In Delhi, 50 percent work from

home is now mandatory: Kapil

Global trade is being weaponized through tariffs: Nirmala Sitharaman

Courage, discipline, and dedication to duty

are the hallmarks of our soldiers: CM Yogi

Will ordinary citizens in India get access to atomic equipment?

The Bangladeshi ambassador was summoned, and con-

cerns were expressed regarding the security of the mission

"Vande Mataram" echoed in Ethiopia... Prime Minister Modi waved in greeting
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Kaushambi. Hundreds of houses belonging to the

villagers of Nathai ka Purwa hamlet in Baripur

Shakha village, Sirathu tehsil area, were demolished

to make way for the construction of a national high-

way.  Following this, the villagers built new homes in

their fields and began living there. However, a proper

road to their new homes was not constructed, forcing

the villagers to use the narrow field embankments to

travel. When someone falls ill, villagers have to carry

them on their shoulders to the hospital. Hundreds of

families in the village are suffering due to the lack of

a proper road.  

Despite repeated demands for a road, neither the

Gram Panchayat nor the local MLA and MP have

shown any interest in its construction, leaving the vil-

lagers problems unresolved.  Frustrated by the lack of

a road and proper access, the villagers staged a

protest at the District Magistrates office on

Wednesday, submitting a memorandum demanding

the construction of a road.  Hundreds of men and

women participated in the protest, including Suresh

Kumar, Neeraj Kumar, Indra Raj Kumar, Chhangu

Lal, Lalita, Niranjan Kumar, Shiv Rani Devi, Rakesh

Kumar, Pinki Devi, Alok Kumar, Rajesh Kumar,

Priyanka Devi, Shobha Devi, Neelam Devi, Kaila

Devi, Alfisa Bano, Sandeep Kumar, Alok Kumar,

Manita Devi, Urmila Devi, Sunita Devi, Vimla Devi,

Sushila Devi, Rita Devi, Meena Devi, Sushila

Kumari, Subhash Kumar, Chandni Devi, Vinod

Kumar, Sanod Kumar, Dinesh Kumar, Bahadur,

Gomti Devi, Shivrani, Sohni, and Sarita Devi.

Villagers reach home by

walking along the field

embankments
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Prayagraj. A science
and art exhibition was
organized at Bal Vidya
Mandir Inter College,
Karma, with the aim of
developing scientific
temperament, innovation,
and creative abilities
among the students. In
the exhibition, students,
especially the girls,
showcased their talent
through attractive and
informative models relat-
ed to science and art. The
program was inaugurated
by the chief guest, Akash
Mishra, a scientist from
the Indian
Meteorological
Department.The exhibi-
tion featured models
based on various modern
topics, including AI
robots, electrolysis of
water, microscopes, the
Indus Valley Civilization,
Indian festivals, volca-
noes, the human eye,
water purification sys-
tems, photosynthesis, the
solar system, and the cir-
culatory system. The stu-

dents explained the
working principles and
scientific significance of
the models in simple
terms, impressing the
guests and parents.
During his inspection,
Chief Guest Akash
Mishra said that such
activities foster scientific
thinking, curiosity, and
innovation in children.
Model-based education
strengthens practical
understanding. Amit
Pandey, Principal of Smt.
Indira Gandhi Inter
College, said that todays
era is one of science and
technology, and Indian
scientists have brought
glory to the country on

the world stage. The cre-
ativity of the students in
the science exhibition is
commendable. The
schools Principal, Saba
Khan, said that science
and art activities are
essential for the all-round
development and confi-
dence of children. The
schools manager, P.K.
Tripathi, said that the
school is continuously
striving for practical and
innovative education.
Shahida Kirmani,
Suman, Vikas Yadav,
Soha Afrida, Aamil,
Vasudha, S.K. Vind, and
other members of the
school family were pres-
ent on the occasion. 
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Prayagraj: The Triveni
Express, running from
Tanakpur in
Uttarakhand to
Singrauli, and the Garib
Rath Express, from
Anand Vihar Terminal
in Delhi to Bhagalpur,
were cancelled on
Wednesday.?The can-
cellation of these two
important trains caused
considerable inconven-
ience to passengers.
Meanwhile, the Vande
Bharat Express from
New Delhi to Varanasi
also arrived three hours
late. Train operations
have been disrupted for
the past few days due
to fog. To ensure that
trains run on time the
following day, the rail-
ways have started can-
celling trains that are
running hours behind
schedule. In this series

of cancellations, the
22406 Anand Vihar-
Bhagalpur Garib Rath
Express was cancelled.
The 22405 Garib Rath
Express, which was
scheduled to arrive at
12:53 AM on Tuesday
night, reached
Prayagraj Junction
around 5:30 PM on
Wednesday, 16.5 hours
behind schedule.
Similarly, the 15074-
15075 Tanakpur-
Singrauli Triveni
Express was also can-
celled from both direc-
tions on Wednesday. It
is reported that the
Triveni Express will
remain cancelled from
both directions on

Thursday as well.
However, train opera-
tions on the Delhi route
showed some improve-
ment on Wednesday.
The Prayagraj Express,
Rewa Express,
Shivganga, Swatantrata
Senani, Humsafar
Express, and other
trains were delayed by
20 minutes to three
hours. The 22436 New
Delhi-Varanasi Vande
Bharat Express reached
the junction after 3:30
PM, while its scheduled
arrival time is 12:08
PM. The 22824
Rajdhani Express from
New Delhi to
Bhubaneswar was also
10.5 hours late. 
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Phulpur. Following
the conclusion of a
fortnight-long science
exhibition at Isha RDP
School and College in
Babuganj, the partici-
pants were awarded by
the chief guest on

Wednesday.?Presenting the awards, Chief Guest Ram
Sumer Pal said that talent emerging from villages leaves
its mark not only on the country but also on the global
stage. Therefore, children should be given opportunities to
showcase their skills in various educational exhibitions
from time to time. The participants were overjoyed to
receive the awards from the chief guest. Successful partic-
ipants of the science exhibition, including Shivam, Aryan,
Sakshi Mishra, Savani Patel, Anamika, Naithik Jaiswal,
Raj Kumar, Srishti Vishwakarma, Nida Ansari, Anjali
Chaurasia, Muskan Singh, Mahak Singh, Princy
Modanwal, Mahi Modanwal, Anjali Yadav, Prince, Amir
Ansari, Anuj Bhartiya, Viraj Yadav, Kinjal Jaiswal, Sakshi
Dhuriya, along with Intermediate students Mohammad
Imran, Nitin Yadav, Abhishek Kumar, Mohammad Faiz,
Anmol Mishra, Sandeep Vishwakarma, Priyanshu,
Muskan, Neetu Pal, Khushi Rao, Ayushi Yadav, Aarushi
Chaurasia, Komal Pal, Sujal Maurya, Sudhir Kumar,
Simran and Ayushi, were awarded by the school manage-
ment and wished a bright future. The school manager,
Vijay Pal, and Principal Neelam Pal expressed their grati-
tude to the chief guest and other dignitaries present.
Senior teachers of the school, including Shivakant Shukla,
Indu Tripathi, Sangeeta Patel, Mohammad Javed, Sneha,
Ragini Singh, Raunak Bano, Pooja Gupta, B. Rai,
Vashishth Baghel, Mohammad Kaif, Deepak Pal, and
other teachers were also present on the occasion.Photo
Caption -Chief Guest and school staff with the participat-
ing students of the science exhibition. 
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Kaushambi. A BJP leader
from the Charwa police
station area of the district
has been arrested by the
Gurugram, Haryana police
for posting false informa-
tion about a womans mur-
der on X (formerly
Twitter). The police had
initially warned the BJP
leader and asked him to
remove the fake and false
post, but the BJP leader did
not comply, after which the
Gurugram police from
Haryana arrested him from
Kaushambi and presented
him before the court after
completing the necessary
paperwork.The incident
took place a week ago on
December 9, when a BJP

leader from Kaushambi
district posted on the social
media platform X about
the gang rape and murder
of a woman. The incident
was claimed to have taken

place in Gurugram,
Haryana. The Gurugram
police investigated the
matter and found the post
to be false. The cyber
police registered a case and

arrested the accused on
Tuesday. Gurugram police
identified the accused as
Hariom Mishra alias
Shaurya Mishra, a resident
of the Charwa police sta-
tion area in Kaushambi
district, Uttar Pradesh. The
accused is reportedly the
district vice-president of
the BJP Yuva Morcha (BJP
Youth Wing).Police offi-
cials said that on
December 11, they
received information about
this post being circulated
on Shaurya Mishras X
media handle. Upon inves-
tigation, the matter was
found to be false. The
Cyber?Police Station West
registered a case against
the accused. It was stated
that this post was intended

to disrupt social and reli-
gious harmony. Police offi-
cials said that the accused,
25-year-old Hariom
Mishra, holds an LLB
degree. He is a resident of
Charwa village. During
questioning, he stated that
he saw a similar post while
using social media. He
copied it and posted it
from his X account. Even
knowing that the post was
objectionable and would
hurt social and religious
sentiments, he still shared
it on social media. During
the investigation, the
accused was contacted by
phone and warned about
this. Despite this, he did
not remove the objection-
able post, after which he
was arrested. 
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Prayagraj: Pensioners Day
was organized on Wednesday
under the chairmanship of
District Magistrate Manish
Kumar Verma. The program
was coordinated by Chief
Treasury Officer Pratyush
Kumar, Astha Tiwari,
Joint/Additional Director
Treasury and Pension
Prayagraj, Senior Treasury
Officer Civil Lines Indira
Bhavan Rajendra Singh, and
Treasury Officers Nitesh
Mishra, Divya Srivastava,
and Neetu Singh Yadav,
Finance and Accounts Officer
Basic Education, along with
the Additional Chief Medical
Officer/District Accounts
Officer, heads of offices/their
representatives from the dis-
trict, office bearers of pen-
sioners organizations, pen-
sioners, and treasury employ-
ees.
In the meeting, the Chief

Treasury Officer, Prayagraj,
informed about the phased
resolution of pending pension
revisions, medical reimburse-
ments, and other issues raised
by the office bearers of the
association at the level of the
heads of offices. Members of
the Pensioners Association
expressed their views, prima-
rily suggesting the resolution
of medical reimbursement
claims, the implementation of
cashless medical facilities,
and the display of a banner
listing hospitals providing
cashless facilities at the Chief
Medical Officers office

premises. 
The District Magistrate
directed all heads of offices
to handle pension cases with
sensitivity, resolve other
demands of pensioners in a
lawful manner, and conduct
monthly monitoring for the
resolution of the problems
raised during Pensioners Day.
He also directed that action
be taken according to the
rules against those heads of
offices/departments or their
representatives who were
absent from the Pensioners
Day event if a satisfactory
explanation is not received.

Science Exhibition Participants
Honored; School Management
Commended for Organizing

Educational Exhibition

Gurugram Police Arrests BJP Leader from Kaushambi for

Posting False Information About a Womans Murder on X 

Science and Art Exhibition at
Bal Vidya Mandir: Students

Talent Garners Praise

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj: On Tuesday,
the annual day and prize
distribution ceremony
was held at Government
Girls Inter College, Civil
Lines, Prayagraj, under
the patronage and guid-
ance of the District
School Inspector,
Prayagraj, P.N. Singh,
and coordinated by
Principal Neelam
Mishra.The chief guest at
the event was Umesh
Chandra Ganesh
Kesarwani, Mayor of
Prayagraj, and the spe-
cial guests were
Divyakant Shukla, for-
mer Secretary of the
Secondary Education
Council, Uttar Pradesh
and President of Vidya
Bharati (Eastern Uttar
Pradesh), R.N.
Vishwakarma, Joint
Director of Education,
Prayagraj Division, and
Jitendra Pratap Singh,
Assistant District School
Inspector, Prayagraj. The
program began with the
honored guests offering
garlands and lighting
lamps before the idol of
Goddess Saraswati.
Following this, Principal

Neelam Mishra, Lata
Kumari, and Kiran Rai
welcomed the guests
with bouquets, shawls,
and mementos. The stu-
dents welcomed the
guests with vermilion
and rice grains, and Dr.
Akanksha Kesari (Scout
In-charge) presented
them with badges.
District School Inspector
Prayagraj, P.N. Singh, in
his welcome address,
said that education is a
means of the all-round
development of children.
The students of
Government Girls Inter
College, Prayagraj, have
consistently performed
excellently in academics
as well as in sports and
other activities.
Following this, the stu-
dents of the school pre-
sented captivating per-
formances of Saraswati
Vandana, Ganesh

Vandana, welcome
songs, folk dances from
various states including
Uttar Pradesh, aware-
ness-raising plays, and
various cultural and col-
orful programs. In the
program, students who
secured first place in
each class from 6th to
12th grade in both Hindi
and English medium in
the last academic session
at Government Girls
Inter College Prayagraj,
students who participated
in the state-level science
exhibition, Rani Yadav

who was selected for the
state-level cricket team
and Ritu Patel who was
selected for karate, stu-
dents selected for the
divisional-level?????
(Kabaddi) team, and
other students who per-
formed excellently in
extracurricular activities
were honored and
encouraged with awards
and certificates by the
chief guest. On this occa-
sion, as part of the voter
awareness campaign,
Form 6 was filled out by
female students who

would complete 18 years
of age on or before
January 1, 2026, and all
students and their parents
were made aware of the
process.The special guest
at the program, Joint
Director of Education,
Prayagraj Division, R.N.
Vishwakarma, boosted
the morale of the stu-
dents through his address
and emphasized the
importance of discipline,
self-confidence, and per-
severance as the keys to
success.Former Secretary
of the Secondary
Education Council and
President of Vidya
Bharati Eastern Uttar
Pradesh, Divyakant
Shukla, highlighted the
role of the school as a
center of social con-
sciousness along with
education and stressed
the importance of val-
ues?such as affection and

unity in society, as well
as the preservation of
Indian culture and tradi-
tions.The chief guest,
Umesh Chandra Ganesh
Kesarwani, Mayor of
Prayagraj, praised the
students and teachers and
announced the donation
of a submersible pump, a
hand pump, and an RO
water cooler to the
school as a gift. ADIOS
Jitendra Pratap Singh
enlightened and motivat-
ed the students through
an inspiring poem and a
short story.At the end of
the program, Prgya
Mishra delivered the vote
of thanks. The program
was successfully con-
ducted by Vandana
Anand. Dr. Prabhakar
Tripathi, Irshad Masuri,
Ravindra Mishra, and Dr.
Parul Yadav were present
on this occasion. Rashmi
Singh, Dr. Ranjana
Yadav, Kanika Yadav,
Iffat Zia, Vandana, Anita
Uttam, Rekha Ram,
Manju Srivastava,
Sandhya Sailani, Pallavi,
Rupali,Pushpa Shukla,
Jyoti Agarwal, Manisha,
and Vandana Pandey,
along with all the teach-
ers, provided their sup-
port for the program. 

Annual Day and Prize Distribution Ceremony

Held at Government Girls Inter College

Triveni and Garib Rath Trains

Cancelled, Vande Bharat Arrives

After 3 PM, Bhubaneswar

Rajdhani 10.5 Hours Late

Pensioners Day Organized Under the

Chairmanship of the District Magistrate

The post was made by Hariom Mishra alias Shaurya Mishra from Charwa police station area
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FDCs at private healthcare
facilities, and patient coun-
selling. However, the PPSA
faces challenges in coordina-
tion, data management,
patient tracking, resistance
from private providers, and
low uptake of FDCs. Recently,
a collaboration between the
PPSA and a for-profit organi-
sation showed promise.
These companies provide
services such as drug deliv-
ery, sample collection,
patient counselling, and
online consultations. For
instance, a pilot project,
assessed by the Indian School
of Business’s Max Institute of
Healthcare Management,
explored the impact of this
collaboration on FDC uptake

in Surat and Ahmedabad,
Gujarat. Under the pilot,
PPSA services remained
intact, while the for-profit
partner delivered FDCs
directly to patients’ homes.
Patients uploaded their pre-
scriptions online and
received monthly refills,
along with reminder calls.
The results were encourag-
ing: patients reported a pref-
erence for the convenience
and privacy of home delivery,
leading to a significant rise in
FDC uptake. The willingness
of private providers to share
e-prescriptions reduced the
need for monthly travel to
clinics, ensuring continuous
medication use According to
a report by the Indian School

of Business, the percentage
of patients prescribed FDCs
by private providers
increased from 42.46 per
cent to 55.89 percent during
the pilot. Public health work-
ers employed by the PPSA
played a critical role in edu-
cating patients, ensuring
medication adherence,
reducing stigma, and coordi-
nating care. This example
highlights the importance of
generating more evidence on
the impact of existing private
sector engagement models,
while also exploring novel
approaches to healthcare
delivery. As India undergoes
an epidemiological shift from
acute, communicable dis-
eases to NCDs and chronic

conditions, new models for
private sector engagement
are essential. These models
should focus on population
health management, care
continuity, and value-based
approaches to healthcare
financing and delivery.
Moreover, technological
advancements in artificial
intelligence and data science
can enhance the effective-
ness and reach of these part-
nerships.

As of today, India’s health-
care system stands at a cross-
roads; by fostering collabora-
tion between the public and
private sectors, it can build a
more robust, responsive sys-
tem that benefits both
patients and providers.

Our collective disconnect from public cleanli-
ness, even as the country spends massive
resources on cleanup efforts, underscores the
gap between our pride in ‘Swachh Bharat’ and
our behaviour in public spaces. Globally, cul-
tures like Japan’s have woven cleanliness into
their social fabric through spiritual and cultural
practices. For instance, Japanese fans at the
2022 FIFA World Cup in Qatar gained world-
wide admiration for cleaning the stadium after
they won the World Cup. This wasn’t a publici-
ty stunt but a practice embedded in Japanese
customs through the teachings of Shintoism
and Buddhism, which view cleanliness as both
a spiritual duty and a social obligation.
Buddhist teachings, with their emphasis on
purity and respect for the natural world, view
cleanliness as essential to honouring the ‘spirit’,
believed to inhabit every aspect of nature.
Meanwhile, Zen Buddhism teaches mindful
cleaning as an act of humility and self-disci-
pline. Together, these beliefs have created a
culture where maintaining cleanliness is as
much an act of respect as it is of personal disci-
pline. In India, we already practice similar val-
ues within the sanctuaries of our religious
spaces. Gurudwaras around the world are
exemplary in their commitment to cleanliness
as a form of service, humility, and communal
respect. Inside a gurudwara, volunteers of all
backgrounds and ages perform ‘sewa’, includ-
ing tasks such as washing used plates in the lan-
gar (community kitchen), cleaning the floors,
and even cleaning the shoes of visitors. This
devotion to cleanliness extends to the practice
of washing hands and feet before entering the
main prayer hall, ensuring both physical and
spiritual purity. The ethos of cleanliness at reli-
gious places demonstrates that when society
connects cleanliness with values of service,
humility, and respect, it becomes a powerful
practice. The care and respect people show in
these spaces reflect values that can and should
transcend religious contexts. The reverence
with which people approach cleanliness in
gurudwaras, where they freely clean for others
as a form of humility and selfless service, could
also extend to broader public spaces. By bring-
ing these values from religious spaces into daily
life, society can foster a shared sense of
responsibility and pride in maintaining public
cleanliness. In Japan, the commitment to clean-
liness is nurtured from a young age, embedded
in the education system itself. In Japanese
schools, ‘osouji’ or cleaning time, is a daily
activity where students, alongside their teach-
ers, clean their classrooms, hallways, and even
toilets. This practice, seen as integral to a stu-
dent’s development, teaches responsibility,
respect for shared spaces, and the value of
hard work. Unlike in many parts of the world
where cleaning is seen as menial labour, in
Japan, it is a way to build character and instill
pride in maintaining a clean environment.
Through ‘osouji’, students learn to respect oth-
ers and being mindful of one’s surroundings. 
By actively participating in cleaning from an
early age, they understand that keeping spaces
clean is everyone’s duty, not just the responsi-
bility of janitorial staff. This daily practice has
led to a culture where respecting public spaces
becomes second nature, as children grow up
viewing cleanliness as part of their civic duty
and self-respect. If India’s education system
were to adopt similar practices, we could see a
generation raised to treat public spaces with
the same reverence as private ones, paving the
way for a culture that supports the Swachh
Bharat mission at every level. For this cultural
shift to happen, it’s essential to begin with edu-
cation. If we want to raise future genera-
tions who respect their surround-
ings, the journey must start in
schools. By placing a broom in
each child’s hand, schools can
cultivate an understanding .

People stood in long queues
to cast their vote in an
Assembly election in Jammu
and Kashmir after a gap of
ten long years. PM Modi
called it Naya Kashmir as he
aimed his dart at the ‘teen
khandan‘, the three dynas-
ties—Congress, JKNC and
PDP. It’s been a long ten
years in the Valley. There
have been other decades
marked by turbulence. But
none like the past decade—
a period of transformational
change, depending on who
is asked. The ten years carry
a lot of weight and signifi-
cance. On 18 September,
Kashmiris, for the first time,
voted not for a state but a
Union Territory. The
region’s status changed in
2019, following the abroga-
tion of Article 370 by the
Modi government. Many
other firsts are also taking
place during these keenly
watched elections:
Established political parties
being pitched against sever-
al Independent candidates,
who are backed by organi-
sations like the banned
Jamaat-e-Islami; the entry
of Engineer Abdul Rashid;
and the absence of stal-
warts such as Mehbooba
Mufti. It led to the political
landscape of Jammu and
Kashmir becoming fiercely
competitive, which is why
the Assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir is
ThePrint’s Newsmaker Of
The Week. The main parties
in the fray are the INDIA
bloc’s National Conference
(NC) and Congress, the
People’s Democratic Party
(PDP) and the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP). During
the last election BJP and
PDP had entered into an
alliance. This election also
has the second-highest
number of Independent
candidates since 2008.
These elections carry a lot
of political weight for the
BJP, even beyond the
region. The Modi govern-
ment has been showcasing
the abrogation of Article
370 as one of its key
achievements. After the
recent delimitation exer-
cise, Kashmir has 47 seats
and Jammu has 43. Twenty-
four Assembly seats in
seven districts went to polls
on Wednesday. Delimitation
led to an increase in seats in
Hindu-dominated Jammu
and nine seats being
reserved for the Scheduled
Tribe community, the BJP is

hoping to be a formidable
force in Jammu even as it
continues to face several
challenges in the region.
When it comes to the
Kashmir valley, BJP has very
little influence. For the
National Conference too,
these elections carry a lot of
importance. Former CM of
Kashmir and chairperson of
NC, Omar Abdullah, lost to
Engineer Rashid during the
Lok Sabha elections. After
making several statements
about not contesting elec-
tions unless statehood is
restored to J&K, he has
decided to take the plunge.
BJP has also brought up
statehood multiple times.
On 7 March this year, while
launching an ‘Integrated
Development of Hazratbal
Shrine’ in Jammu and
Kashmir, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi made a
strong emotional pitch to
the people of J&K.
He guaranteed to his “fam-

ily in J&K” that “under no
circumstances would devel-
opment grind to a halt” in
the UT. Modi continued the
same rhetoric on Thursday
at the rally in support of BJP
candidates in Srinagar’s
Sher-e-Kashmir Stadium. He
spoke about BJP’s promise
to restore Jammu and
Kashmir’s statehood,
empowerment and devel-
opment. The withdrawal of
Article 370 and statehood
have emerged as major
issues in these elections.
Employment is also another
significant concern. Quite
naturally, the people in the
region are divided regarding
Article 370. There is deep
dissatisfaction in some cir-

cles regarding its abroga-
tion.

And as candidates canvas
the region, a sense of fear
lingers in the air. Dressed in
a beige suit with a floral
print and an off-white
dupatta around her head,
36-year-old PDP leader Iltija
Mufti waves to a group of
women in a small village in
Anantnag. An old woman
holds her hands and tells
her she wants to whisper
something in her ears—her
family member is languish-
ing in jail due to a UAPA
charge. Most political par-
ties have promised to look
into the issue of ‘innocent
Kashmiris’ imprisoned
under UAPA and PSA. This
air of dissatisfaction has
played a significant role in
connecting people with the
election process. There was
a 61.38 per cent turnout of
voters in Jammu and
Kashmir for the first phase
of polling. It overtook the
record-breaking turnout for
the Lok Sabha elections this
year, which was 58.46 per
cent. The fact that scores of
people are coming out to
vote shows how voting
itself has become an act of
resistance and solidarity.
This is in contrast to the last
30 to 40 years. Earlier, such
discontent was used to sup-
port separatism and
extremism, which led to
appeals, threats and warn-
ings to boycott the elec-
tions. But this time the long
queues of voters did not
allow that to. But the most
important feature of these
elections is that they have
been quite peace.

The event attracted nearly three
lakh supporters as well as eyeballs—
if the large number of TV viewers are
considered—and Vijay made it clear
he has his eyes set on the 2026
assembly elections.Laying down the
contours of his party’s political val-
ues, he invoked the likes of Periyar,
Ambedkar, Kamaraj, Anjalai Ammal,
and Velu Nachiar. He implied that
the BJP is his ideological enemy and
the DMK, his political adversary. But
he tied himself in knots by idolising
Periyar, arguably the greatest icono-
clast ever in terms of smashing and
disfiguring Hindu gods, and in the
same breath, swearing by respect for
all religions and castes. Be that as it
may.Film stars get a headstart like no
other when it comes to public
engagement. Directors allow them
the latitude to tailor scripts, accom-
modating one-liners intended to hint
at their views on the ruling dispensa-
tion, even if some of these lines are
inane or incoherent. A doctor or
lawyer, for example, may be equally
successful. 
Yet, he doesn’t have the kind of
mass reach and appeal that an actor
enjoys. Indeed, cinema pans out to a
very large audience. Karl Marx said
religion is the opium of the masses.
What he said has over the years
come to be extended to cinema and
cricket in the Indian context. But
then, despite the head start and nat-
ural advantage over other
wannabes, not all film stars are suc-
cessful in the rough and tumble of
politics. If MGR, and Jayalalithaa
who inherited his mantle, were suc-
cessful, Vijay Kant, Kamal Hassan
and Rajnikant either turned out to
be damp squibs or got cold recep-
tion from the masses in the political
arena. Which testifies to the fact
that politics is a different ball game.
Regional parties in India have had a
chequered history and record. Only
the Trinamool Congress, founded by

the firebrand as a breakaway faction
of the Congress party, has enjoyed
unalloyed success in West Bengal.
Mamata Banerjee hasn’t allowed
any other regional party to spring
up, much less take roots in West
Bengal in the last more than 15
years. In Bihar, the two major
regional parties, the JDU and RJD,
take turns to rule and sometimes
join hands to rule. In Maharashtra,
which is going to polls soon, there
were two principal regional parties,
the NCP and Shiv Sena. Both of them
have split amoeba-like, through a
process called binary fission, to
spawn two more political parties
claiming to be the original with the
parent being the clone. The point is
that having more than one regional
political party leads to them fighting
each other, thereby yielding space to
the mainstream political party. In
Tamil Nadu, the DMK and its break-
away group the AIADMK have been
ruling the state for more than half a
century now.
It is a unique state in that where the

Dravidian movement, at logger-
heads with the mainstream Hindu
worldview, still holds sway over the
masses. Rajinikanth, perhaps, saw
the writing on the wall and quietly
wriggled out of his commitment to
enter politics at the appropriate
time. Vijay is much younger and
maybe made of sterner stuff. He
might not adhere to the adage that if
you can’t beat them, join them. Time
alone will tell. The upcoming 2026
Tamil Nadu assembly elections
would see two stormy petrels,
Annamalai of the BJP and Vijay, try-
ing to rock the deep-rooted
Dravidian parties. To BJP’s credit, it
has a distinct economic and social
vision for the nation for good or bad,
which while making a favourable
impact in other parts of the country,
falls flat in Tamil Nadu. Vijay is an
unknown quantity. 

Film stars get a headstart like no

other when it comes to publicIndian aviation is going through
serious turbulence. In about two
weeks, more than 510 domestic and
international flights have been hit by
hoax bomb threats, causing delays,
emergency landings, soaring costs
for airlines, and panic in the skies.
Indian carriers such as Air India,
IndiGo, SpiceJet, and Vistara have
taken the brunt, with a peak when
over 100 flights were targeted.
That’s why these hoax threats on
flights are Newsmaker of the Week.
Since the threats started in mid-
October, the government and law
enforcement agencies have been
working urgently to identify the per-
petrators and to stop further inci-
dents. Despite various leads, a few
arrests, and suspicions of Sikh radi-
cals being involved, they have yet to
find conclusive answers. In the
meantime, airlines are following
strict protocols to handle such
threats. An airline source said that
when a bomb threat is reported, it is
immediately relayed to designated
security agencies as well as the air-

line’s security team. Following proto-
col, the aircraft in question is direct-
ed to an isolation bay, where securi-
ty officials take over. 
“Passengers and crew are evacuat-
ed, after which the aircraft under-
goes a thorough inspection by their
(security agency) teams. These
checks are conducted on the aircraft,
luggage, and cargo to ensure com-
plete safety,” the source added. Just
days after the threats started, cen-
tral intelligence agencies traced
some of them to IP addresses in
London and Germany. A few arrests
have been made, too. On 16
October, Mumbai Police detained a
17-year-old school dropout from
Chhattisgarh who allegedly issued
threats to four flights on 14 October
to frame a friend over a money dis-
pute. Last week, a 25-year-old
unemployed man from Delhi was
also arrested for making similar
threats. Delhi Police officials claimed
the man admitted to making the
threats just to draw attention to
himself.

Are flight bomb threats pranks or conspira-

cy? Cost of ‘hoax’ to Indian aviation is real

Together, these beliefs

have created a culture

Why India Needs Public-Private Partnerships In Healthcare

Jammu and Kashmir - A period of transfor-

mational change, depending on who is asked
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