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Patna
In the presence of
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah,
and Chief Ministers of
several BJP-ruled
states, Nitish Kumar
was sworn in as Chief
Minister for the 10th
time at the historic
Gandhi Maidan in
Patna on Thursday.
Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan
administered the oath
of office and secrecy.
Along with Nitish
Kumar, Samrat
Chaudhary and Vijay
Kumar Sinha, both
from the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
quota, also took the
oath of office and
secrecy.Among the
ministers sworn in,
Shreyasi Singh, who
won the Jamui assem-
bly seat, is among the
BJP's young faces.
Rama Nishad, who
won the Arai assembly
seat this time, has also
been included in the

cabinet. Both of them
are taking the oath of
office for the first time.
The Nitish Kumar
cabinet
includes:Samrat
Chaudhary, Vijay
Kumar Sinha, Vijay
Chaudhary, Vijay
Prasad Yadav, Shravan
Kumar, Mangal
Pandey, Dr. Dilip
Jaiswal, Ashok
Chaudhary, Lesy
Singh, Madan Sahni,
Nitin Naveen,
Ramkripal Yadav,
Santosh Kumar Suman,
Sunil Kumar,
Mohammad Jama
Khan, Sanjay Singh
Tiger, Arun Shankar
Prasad, Surendra

Mehta, Narayan
Prasad, Rama Nishad,
Lakhendra Kumar
Roshan, Shreyasi
Singh, Pramod Kumar,
Sanjay Kumar, Sanjay
Kumar Singh, and
Deepak Prakash. The
Nitish Kumar cabinet,
which is both experi-
enced and young,
includes leaders like
Mangal Pandey, Nitin
Naveen, Ashok
Chaudhary, and
Shravan Kumar, who
have previously held
various portfolios.On
the other hand, young
faces like Shreyasi
Singh, Deepak
Prakash, Lakhendra
Kumar Roshan, and

Rama Nishad are also
included. Maithili
Thakur, MP and singer
Manoj Tiwari, and
Bhojpuri star Pawan
Singh enthralled the
crowd with their per-
formances at the
swearing-in ceremony.
The new list clearly
demonstrates an effort
to provide representa-
tion to all major sec-
tions and regions.
Adequate cabinet posi-
tions have been provid-
ed to leaders from
Dalit, extremely back-
ward, backward,
women, and minority
communities. The
inclusion of women
leaders like Shreyasi
Singh, Rama Nishad,
and Lesy Singh
demonstrates the

NDA's commitment
to women's empower-
ment. Furthermore, the
inclusion of minority
leaders like
Mohammad Jama
Khan underscores the
BJP-JDU government's
efforts to maintain.

Nitish becomes Chief Minister
of Bihar for the 10th time

Lucknow

Driven by the vision
of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, the Uttar
Pradesh government is
committed to ensuring
transparent, reliable
and modern electricity
services for every
household. As part of
this effort, the smart
meter initiative has
been placed at the
forefront of power

reforms. Uttar Pradesh
Power Corporation
Limited (UPPCL) is
rapidly expanding
installations across dis-
tricts, to deploy over
39.78 million smart
meters statewide.Smart
meters, built on secure,
transparent and con-
sumer-friendly tech-
nology, function like
traditional electronic
meters but with signif-
icant advancements.

They record consump-
tion digitally and
enable online reading
and billing, eliminat-
ing human intervention
and ensuring complete

accuracy.This technol-
ogy has transformed
consumer conven-
ience, strengthened
transparency and
enhanced energy man-

agement across the
state. The Yogi gov-
ernment push for smart
meters continues to set
new benchmarks in
delivering world-class
electricity
services.Key benefits
of smart meters for
consumers1.
Transparent and
Accurate BillingReal-
time readings elimi-
nate estimation or
error, ensuring fully

accurate billing.2.
Prevention of
Electricity
TheftAutomatic trans-
mission of data to the
server deters tamper-
ing and reduces power
theft.3. Access to All
Services from
HomeConsumers can
view consumption,
access bills, and make
payments online with-
out visiting electricity
offices.

Smart meters have emerged as a new pillar of consumer convenience in Uttar Pradesh

Lucknow

Urban Development
and Energy Minister
and In-charge Minister
of Jaunpur district A.K.
Sharma, participated
today in the Unity
March public meeting
organized in Jaunpur
on the occasion of
National Unity Day.
On this occasion, he
reiterated his resolve to
spread the message of
national unity, integrity
and collective harmony
to every citizen.
Addressing the gather-
ing held at Gopalpur in
Madiyahu, Minister
Sharma elaborated on
the life, personality and
contributions of the
Iron Man of India,
Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel. 
He said that Sardar

Patel was not only a

strong pillar of the
freedom movement but
also one of the most
decisive personalities
who safeguarded the
nation integrity after
independence.Sharing
his memories, Minister
Sharma said that during
his tenure as the
District Magistrate of
Kheda in Gujarat, he
witnessed firsthand the
deep respect and rever-
ence people there held
for Sardar Patel. He
said that in Kheda,
every household, every
family and every elder
carries an unwavering
faith and sense of
inspiration for Sardar
Patel.

This respect signifies
that Sardar Patel life
and struggle are not
confined to history but
still reside in the soul
of the people.

A Unity March organized

on the occasion of Sardar

Patel Jayanti in Jaunpur

New Delhi

Air pollution levels in
Delhi-NCR have steadily
reached dangerous levels.
Thick, toxic smog
enveloped many areas
this morning. Several
areas in Delhi-NCR,
including the capital,
Noida, and Ghaziabad,
recorded an AQI above
400 this morning.

According to the Central
Pollution Control Board,
the AQI in Anand Vihar,

Delhi, was 416, Ashok
Vihar 443, Aya Nagar
332, Bawana 437, Burari
418, DTU 432, Dwarka
414, ITO 399, and
Jahangirpuri 451. Thick,
toxic smog lingered
around the India Gate
area in the morning.
According to the Central
Pollution Control Board,
the AQI here was record-
ed at 400, which falls in

the "very poor" category.
Regarding the rising pol-
lution in Delhi, a woman
said, "The pollution is so
intense that it's difficult to
breathe. We have to wear
masks, and the AQI is
also very high." We are
avoiding going out.' A
layer of toxic smog
engulfed the Moti Bagh
area of Delhi in the morn-
ing. 

New Delhi
During the hearing of the
case related to the 2020
Northeast Delhi riots, the
Delhi Police showed the
Supreme Court several
videos in which Sharjeel
Imam is allegedly seen
giving inflammatory
speeches against the
Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA). The police
claimed that these speech-
es vitiated the atmosphere
and incited people.
Sharjeel Imam is accused
of giving speeches during
the protests against the
CAA and NRC that,
according to the govern-

ment, affected law and
order. Imam has denied
these allegations and
maintains that he was
merely advocating for
peaceful protests.'Ongoing
Trend of Anti-National
Activities'During the hear-

ing of this case, the Delhi
Police told the court that a
worrying trend is being
observed in the country:
professionals such as doc-
tors and engineers are
deviating from their pro-
fessions and engaging in

'anti-national activities'.
Calling this an emerging
problem, the police said
that such cases need to be
taken seriously.Opposition
to the rejection of the
accused's bail pleasEarlier,
on October 30, the Delhi
Police sought the rejection
of the bail pleas of those
accused in the 2020 Delhi
riots. In this regard, the
police filed an affidavit in
the Supreme Court, claim-
ing that an attempt was
made to spread the riots
across India and to attract
international attention.The
plan was to incite violence
during Trump's visit.

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Thursday delivered its
verdict on a presidential
reference questioning
whether a constitutional
court can set a time limit
for governors and the
President to approve
bills passed by state leg-
islatures. A Constitution
Bench comprising Chief
Justice BR Gavai,
Justice Surya Kant,
Justice Vikram Nath,
Justice PS Narasimha,
and Justice AS
Chandurkar heard argu-

ments for 10 days and
reserved its verdict on
September 11.'The court
cannot set a timeline for
assent to bills'The
Supreme Court clarified
that the judiciary cannot
set a time limit for the
President and Governors
to approve bills passed
by state legislatures. The

Constitution Bench,
headed by Chief Justice
BR Gavai, delivered its
opinion on 14 constitu-
tional questions referred
to it by the President
under Article 143, stat-
ing that the issue
involved the discretion
of constitutional func-
tionaries and the dignity

of the federal structure.
The court acknowledged
that the role of the
President and Governor
in the legislative process
is a "constitutional
duty," but that judicial
intervention cannot
impose a time limit on
it. 
The court also under-
lined that excessive
delays undermine the
very essence of demo-
cratic governance, and
therefore, these posi-
tions are expected to
deliver decisions within
a reasonable time.

New Delhi

Vice Admiral Sanjay
Vatsayan said that the
Indian Navy is aware
that China is providing
submarines and ships to
Pakistan and that the
Navy is closely monitor-
ing every development to
ensure maritime security
and protect the country's
interests.Addressing an
event in the capital,
Delhi, the Vice Chief of
Naval Staff said, "We are
aware that China is pro-
viding submarines and
ships to Pakistan. We are
closely monitoring
everything." He added

that the Indian Navy is
working to strengthen
the country's defense
system, especially its
anti-submarine warfare
capabilities. Vice
Admiral Vatsayan said,
"We are fully aware that
China is providing sub-
marines to Pakistan and
the process of inducting
their submarines will
begin soon. But we are
also monitoring every
situation in the entire
region. We are preparing
for whatever we have to
do and counter. We also
know what capabilities
we need for anti-subma-
rine warfare.

China is providing ships and sub-

marines to Pakistan, the Navy is

monitoring every activity

New Delhi

The Supreme Court
has continued the
relief granted to
Congress MP and
Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
in the case in which he
is accused of making
derogatory remarks
against the Army dur-
ing the 2022 "Bharat
Jodo Yatra." On
Thursday, the court
extended the interim
stay on the trial court's

proceedings until
December 4. A two-
judge bench, Justice
M.M. Sundaresh and
Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma, made this
decision. The reason
for the postponement
of the hearing was
stated to be a stay
order.Rahul challenged
the Allahabad High
Court's orderThis case
relates to Rahul
Gandhi's petition chal-
lenging the Allahabad
High Court's May 29
order. 

Court grants Rahul relief;

stay on trial court proceed-

ings extended till December 4

Hyderabad

175 prominent figures,
including former
Supreme Court judge B.
Sudarshan Reddy, have
written an open letter
regarding the Bihar elec-
tions, the Election
Commission, and the
Special Intensive
Review (SIR) of voter
lists. These eminent fig-
ures have called the
Bihar election results
fraudulent and urged the
opposition not to accept
the results. The open let-
ter stated, "We, the citi-
zens of this country,

demand completely
transparent, accountable,
free, and fair elections.
We consider the Bihar
election results fraudu-
lent and demand the
opposition not to accept
the results." The figures
further stated that the
current SIR system
serves the wishes of a
government that wants

to retain power by any
means. In the name of
change, an arbitrary
election process is con-
ducted. As spectators,
analysts, and commenta-
tors, we have witnessed
how this altered system
impacts democracy and
undermines the princi-
ples of transparent, free,
and fair elections. 

Letter from 175 personalities 

including former Supreme Court judge

Kolkata

The Border Security Force
(BSF), responsible for guard-
ing India's borders, has said
that the number of illegal
Bangladeshi nationals
attempting to cross the India-
Bangladesh border in South
Bengal has risen sharply in
recent weeks. According to a
senior BSF official, this
increase appears to be linked
to the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) campaign of
the electoral rolls. According
to BSF officials, the number
of undocumented nationals
trying to return to their coun-
try from the unfenced areas
of North 24 Parganas and
Malda districts has increased
manifold.

Illegal Bangladeshis

continue to cross the

border and return

amid SIR operations

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's unique style was on display.
He first took Chief Minister Nitish Kumar's hand and moved
toward the front of the stage. He then bowed five times to greet
the public. He approached all the ministers taking oath on the
stage, cheering them, and then turned to the public and waved
his gamchha.

Delhi riots: Delhi Police shows Sharjeel
Imam's videos in Supreme Court

Governor should not delay bills passed
by the Assembly: Supreme Court

Delhi-NCR: Air becomes more toxic, AQI crosses 400
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A person's personali-
ty is their true identi-
ty: MP Praveen
PatelOn Wednesday,
Phulpur MP Praveen
Patel, the chief guest,
unveiled the statue of
the late Ram Kailash
Mishra in Jagdishpur
Pure Chanda (Chak
Thakur Ram) village,
located in the
Tharwai/Tharwai
area. On this occa-
sion, the MP paid
tribute by garlanding
the statue and praised
the personality and
thoughts of the late
Ram Kailash.
According to infor-
mation, the late Ram
Kailash Mishra was
the student president
of Ishwar Sharan
Degree College,
Prayagraj, in 1975
and died at the young

age of 32. The event
was organized by
Ramashraay Mishra,
who expressed his
gratitude and thanked
everyone who attend-
ed. On this occasion,
a large number of
respected local peo-
ple including
Sandeep Dubey, Prem
Naresh Shukla,
Maksudhan Pandey,
Bholanath Dwivedi,
Ramesh Chandra
Pandey, Kamlesh
Dwivedi, Santosh
Mishra, Lallu Shukla,
Ramnath Dwivedi,
K.D Mishra, B.D
Shukla, Kamlesh
Shukla, Vijay Mishra,
Vinay Pandey were
present in the pro-
gram of unveiling the
death anniversary
statue. 
The program was
conducted by
Dhananjay Shashwat
and Deepu Dubey.

Phulpur MP arrives for
statue unveiling in

Tharwai
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Prayagraj. A major
accident was averted
on Thursday on the
Prayagraj-Kanpur
Highway when a mov-
ing car suddenly
caught fire. Within
seconds, the smoke
emanating from the
car turned into flames,
engulfing the car in
flames. All the occu-
pants of the car, acting
swiftly, jumped out to
safety. The incident
occurred near the
Mariadih turn in the
Bamrauli area of ??the
Puramufti police sta-
tion area, terrifying
bystanders.According
to eyewitnesses, the
car was traveling at a
normal speed on the
highway when smoke
suddenly began to bil-
low from its hood.
The driver stopped the
car to assess the situa-
tion, but flames began
to rise along with the
smoke. 

The fire quickly
spread throughout the

car. Somehow, the car
occupants opened the
doors, jumped out,
and stood at a safe
distance on the road-
side. Meanwhile, a
passerby captured a
video of the burning
car and shared it on
social media, which is
rapidly going viral.
The video shows sev-
eral people standing
on the side of the
highway, recording the
burning car with their
mobile phones.
Almost the entire car
was engulfed in
flames, while
bystanders were seen
filming instead of
helping.A fire brigade
team arrived at the
scene upon receiving

information about the
incident, but by then
the car had been
almost completely
engulfed in flames.
Police stated that pre-
liminary investigations
suggest a short circuit
may have caused the
fire, although the
exact cause will only
be clear after a techni-
cal investigation.No
one was injured in the
incident, but the fire
in a moving car has
become a topic of dis-
cussion. Police have
spoken with the car
owner and initiated
further action. Traffic
on the highway was
briefly disrupted, but
later returned to nor-
mal.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Meja. 20 November 2025
— Promoting skill develop-
ment under Corporate
Social Responsibility
(CSR), the “Assistant
Fashion Designer” Training
Program – 2025 was
launched for women and
young girls from rural areas
by Aparajita Mahila Samaj
(AMS) in collaboration
with CRISP Bhopal.Under
this program, a total of 20
women and young girls
will receive training. This
initiative is an important
step toward providing rural
women opportunities for
self-employment, self-
reliance, and economic
empowerment.The inaugu-
ration ceremony was
graced by the chief guest,
Shrimati Krishna
Chattopadhyay, President,
Aparajita Mahila Samaj,
along with other esteemed
members and the MUNPL
CSR team, who jointly

inaugurated the program.
During the event, CRISP
representatives shared
detailed information about
the training structure, mod-
ules, and skill-based cur-
riculum.Shrimati Krishna
Chattopadhyay said, “Skill-
based training empowers
rural women to become
self-reliant while strength-
ening local employment
opportunities. Skills like

fashion designing provide
new livelihood avenues and
help women become social-
ly and economically
empowered.”She informed
that the three-month train-
ing will provide both prac-
tical and theoretical knowl-
edge related to cutting-
stitching, designing,
embroidery, market link-
ages, and entrepreneurship
development.The partici-

pants present at the inaugu-
ration expressed that such
vocational training will
open new employment
opportunities for them and
enable them to contribute
positively to their families
and society.This program is
a significant initiative
towards realizing the vision
of ‘Skilled India –
Prosperous India’ in rural
regions.

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Tharwai/Children
from Ismailganj Second
Primary School, Soraon
Block, Prayagraj
District, were taken on
a one-day educational
excursion to Varanasi,
where they visited the
Buddhist Stupa, Jain
Temple, Museum, Zoo,
and other sites.
Principal Seema Singh
explained that the
Buddhist Stupa is the
most famous and his-
toric site in Varanasi. It

is the place where Lord
Buddha delivered his
first sermon and is
home to several impor-
tant Buddhist monu-

ments. The children
were also taken to
Sarnath's Buddhist
monuments, the
Dhamek Stupa, the

Chaukhandi Stupa, the
Ashoka Pillar, and the
museum, highlighting
their significance in
detail. The children
were taken to several
historical sites in
Varanasi, including the
Ashoka Pillar, the
museum, and the Jain
Temple. The children
enthusiastically
observed a variety of
animals and birds and
learned new things
about them. Teachers
also provided informa-
tion on the animals'
behavior, diet, and envi-

ronmental significance.
Headmistress Seema
Singh said this is a
commendable initiative
to encourage enthusi-
asm and a spirit of
learning among chil-
dren. Previously, the
children were taken to
the Lucknow Zoo,
where they saw a vari-
ety of animals and
birds. Teachers Divya
Tripathi, Iffat Jahan,
and Manju, among oth-
ers, were present on this
educational tour, and
the children displayed a
sense of enthusiasm.
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Prayagraj. Cyber fraud-
sters digitally arrested
Rakesh Sinha and his
wife by tricking them
over the phone. By keep-
ing them on video call for
three consecutive days,
the fraudsters defrauded
them of 12.20 lakh
rupees.Calls posing as
TRAI and Mumbai Police
officialsThe victim told
police that on the evening
of November 14th, he
received a call from an
unknown number. The
caller identified himself
as a TRAI representative
and said that several num-
bers linked to his Aadhaar
were being sent objec-
tionable messages. The
call was then allegedly

connected to Mumbai
Police Headquarters. One
person identified himself
as Sub-Inspector Vijay
Khanna of Colaba Police
Station, while the other
identified himself as
Additional Police
Commissioner Nayak.
Threatened with arrest
warrants and money laun-
dering chargesThe fraud-
sters informed the two
men that an arrest warrant
was pending against them
and that their names had
appeared in a money
laundering case. Claiming
to be senior citizens, they
pressured them not to
leave their homes and
cooperate with the "inves-
tigation."

Thus, they were
placed under mental

duress and placed under
complete digital
arrest.Fake court order
canceled by sending a
fake court orderOn
November 16th, the
fraudsters sent a fake
court order to their
mobile phones in the
name of the Supreme
Court. On November
17th, citing the same
order, they had all their
FDs canceled and then
deposited ?12.20 lakh via
RTGS into an account in
Jalgaon, Maharashtra,
according to the Cyber
Police Station.
Information has been
received. They have also
expedited the process of
freezing the account used
in the fraud by obtaining
bank documents. 

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Tilhapur, Kaushambi. Ever
since the command of
Kaushambi district fell into
the hands of Superintendent of
Police Rajesh Kumar, a sharp,
determined officer who is con-
sidered a fearsome figure for
criminals, no criminal can
even think of crossing the dis-
trict's borders. In this robbery
of a goldsmith, the SP's strate-
gy was so meticulous, swift,
and effective that the crimi-
nals had no way to escape.
Immediately after the incident,
the SP entered into action
mode. On 19-11-2025, at
Binnai turn, goldsmith Anshu
Soni, a resident of
Bhagwatiganj, was robbed of
a bag full of gold and silver
jewelry at gunpoint by crimi-
nals riding a Bolero. Upon
receiving information about
the incident, SP Rajesh Kumar
first sealed all the district's
borders, then consolidated the
SOG, surveillance, and police
stations into a single com-
mand and personally moni-
tored the criminals' activities,
tracking them minute-by-
minute. It was the SP's sharp
understanding and quick deci-
sion-making that prevented
the gang from crossing the
border for 24 hours.The SP's
master planning and search
operation took away the crim-
inals' peace of mind.

Following the SP's high-alert
order, CCTV footage, techni-
cal surveillance, deployment
of informants, vehicle block-
ades, and sealing of the border
created a cordon across the
district, preventing the crimi-
nals from finding a way to
Chitrakoot. The SP's planning
led to the criminals' capture.
An informant reported that a
suspicious Bolero car was
roaming around Jugrajpur vil-
lage. Following the SP's pre-
cise instructions, Sarai Akil
Inspector-in-Charge Veer
Pratap Singh, Pipri Station
Head Siddharth Singh, SOG,
surveillance team, and
Tilhapur outpost in-charge
Dilip Singh arrived at the
scene in a flash. The criminals
began to flee upon seeing the
police, but were then sur-
rounded by police from all
sides near Damin Talari pond.
Upon seeing the police, the
three criminals in the Bolero
vehicle opened fire and fled in
different directions. However,
the police bravely returned

fire, hitting all three criminals
in the leg. Two were arrested
in the Bolero. The police
arrested all five criminals
within minutes. This action is
the result of the Kaushambi
police's precise training,
excellent teamwork, and the
sharp leadership of SP Rajesh
Kumar. During interrogation,
all the criminals admitted that
they were the ones who
robbed the goldsmith in Sarai
Akil.
They also admitted that due

to the SP's strict checking,
they were unable to cross the
border.InsetThe team cracked
down and achieved a major
recovery.Tilhapur Kaushambi:
The stolen goods were recov-
ered from the criminals. 
The entire goods and bag, the
Bolero vehicle, 3 illegal pis-
tols, 6 live cartridges, 7 empty
shells, and ?2,230 in cash
were recovered. The injured
were sent to the district hospi-
tal. The field unit was called
to the scene and evidence was
preserved.

The robbery was solved within 24
hours and all five notorious crimi-
nals were arrested in an encounter

A moving car caught fire on the
Prayagraj-Kanpur Highway

Inauguration Ceremony of the “Assistant
Fashion Designer” Training Program 2025

Educational Tour for School Children:
Enthusiasm Echoed Children Learned

the Importance of Historical Sites
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Kaushambi Goldsmith Anshu
Soni, son of Shiv Murat
Soni, a resident of
Bhagwatiganj in the Sarai
Akil police station area, was
closing his shop and heading
home on November 19th at
5:00 pm. On the way, mis-
creants in a Bolero vehicle
stopped him, assaulted him,
and snatched a bag contain-
ing gold and silver at gun-
point. The bag contained
approximately 4 kg of silver
and 25 grams of gold.
Following the robbery, the
businessman reported the
matter to the police station,
but 24 hours have passed
since the incident. The stolen
gold and silver have not been
recovered. Several officials,
including the District
President of the National
Goldsmith Political

Participation Forum,
Awadhesh Soni and Ashish,
along with the victim's fami-
ly, met with the
Superintendent of Police and
demanded the recovery of
the stolen gold and silver and
the arrest of the robbers. He
said that while inflation is
troubling traders, the inci-
dents of robbery have further
exacerbated their problems.
He said that from the district
to the country and the state,
incidents of robbery should
be stopped and strict action
should be taken against the
robbers. 
He demanded that the rob-
bers who carried out the rob-
bery be taken to the extent
possible, the Superintendent
of Police assured. It is said
that the incident will be
revealed soon and the rob-
bery accused will be arrest-
ed. 

Husband and wife digitally arrested

for three days, duped of 12 lakh rupees

Officials of the National Goldsmith

Political Participation Forum met

with the Superintendent of Police
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The replacement of the much-
reviled Bashar al-Assad regime
in Syria by a so-called “rebel
force" that is actually just an
Islamist offshoot of al-Qaeda
and ISIS—which, remember,
was headquartered in the
Syrian city of Raqqa from 2014
to 2017—once again under-
lines how the turbulent history
of that region is painted in
countless shades of grey. As if
the ongoing war between
Israel and the equally Islamist
Hamas left you in any doubt
about that, of course. The
Assads had ruled Syria with a
mix of fear and murderous bru-
tality for over 50 years. But
that family, their Ba’ath Party
and that general cohort were
not religious fanatics. In fact,

they professed the sort of sec-
ular socialism which evolved
into the crony socialism-cum-
authoritarianism seen in many
countries ruled by similarly
inclined people and parties.
Even India and the Congress
Party of the mid-1970s were
not unlike Syria during that
same period. The difference, of
course, is that the Emergency
in India marked the apogee
and also the end of authoritar-
ianism. India never degenerat-
ed into a single-party rule—
which appears to be the main
cause of the rise of the Islamist
factions all over West Asia
today. Ironically, authoritarian
secularism (and in Syria’s case,
also minority rule by the Shia
Alawite tribe of the Assads) has

led to the ascent of doctrinaire
Sunni Islam and power being
captured by its adherents. As
the news channels broke the
news of the fall of Assad’s gov-
ernment in Syria, I saw
London’s Oxford Street
become an impromptu victory
procession of cars with young
men honking, shouting and
hanging out of windows bran-
dishing their homeland’s dis-
tinctive opposition flag. It con-
tinued for well over an hour
without any of London’s uni-
formed finest visible. Maybe
the Metropolitan Police were
just relieved it was not yet
another fraught pro-Gaza
demonstration. But having
lived in Syria during the regime
of this just-ousted socialist dic-

tator’s father, I had mixed feel-
ings. How would those fashion-
ably puffer-jacket-clad Syrians
cheering in London fare under
the country’s new rulers
whose roots are in the Salafi-
jihadist school although they
profess to have “moved" to a
more accommodating posi-
tion? Do Syrians not know
what’s happening in
Afghanistan, whose Taliban
rulers mouthed similar lines
and then recanted? When my
father was India’s ambassador
to Syria, the then President
Hafez al-Assad ordered the
Hama massacre in 1982, trig-
gered by a long-brewing upris-
ing in that city 200km north of
Damascus by the Muslim
Brotherhood.

Halal is the latest Islamic fad. The internet is
buzzing with content on Halal living, Halal dating,
and even Halal sex. Halal certification is a boom-
ing global industry created by New Islam. A reli-
gion that has so far been proudly political is
becoming brazenly commercial too. And why
not, when catchphrases like “Islam is the com-
plete way of life”—making detailed prescriptions
for politics, economy, and every imaginable
aspect of life—go unchallenged?In an ongoing
Supreme Court case, Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta submitted that while nobody had any
objection to Halal certification for meat, nowa-
days even cement, iron rods, and bottled water
were being certified as Halal. Since such certifica-
tion comes at a cost—charged by private agen-
cies in the Halal certification business—even cus-
tomers who have no interest in such labels are
being made to pay higher prices for the com-
modities thus certified.Halal certification preys
on the naïveté of the newly prosperous Muslim
masses. The Indian economy has been steadily
growing, and Muslims have shared in this pros-
perity as much as anyone else. But this upward
mobility has to be matched by enhanced self-
esteem and social respectability, which, for a
Muslim, still comes through overt piety and
demonstrative religiosity. The Halal industry sows
such fervour and reaps a good harvest from it. In
the process, not entirely unwittingly, it also fos-
ters a narrow and rigid religious attitude among
Muslims—one that leads, inevitably, to radicali-
sation.The growth of the Indian economy has
placed unprecedented purchasing power in
Muslim hands too. And though the Halal certifi-
cation business is aimed at tapping into the vast
and growing Muslim market, it is bound to have
some insidious and unforeseen
consequences.For one, it will result in economic
separatism, creating a Muslim-only parallel econ-
omy. In effect, it will lead to the systemic eco-
nomic boycott of other communities.Stray calls
to boycott Muslim street vendors, which keep
circulating on social media, are a red herring
compared to the harm the Halal market is insinu-
ating into the political economy. Its normalisation
and mainstreaming will have far-reaching conse-
quences for inter-community relations—even
greater than what Muslim Personal Law or vote
bank politics have had so far.If a non-Muslim
were to buy and sell in the Halal market, he
would have to comply with the terms prescribed
by Sharia, as interpreted by the agents of Halal
certification. In such a market, they would be sec-
ond-class citizens. Dhimmis. We would have the
economic version of an Islamic state. Having suf-
fered from the Two-Nation Theory, are we now
sleepwalking into a Two-Economy reality? The
path is nearly charted as a parallel economy
develops around Islamic banking, Halal stocks,
Halal mutual funds, Halal investments, and Halal
travels.This trend will eventually lead to demands
for the Halal certification of India itself as a coun-
try fit for Muslims. Then for the Constitution as a
document that doesn’t conflict with Sharia. And,
as has already been happening informally, Halal
certification for political parties—determining
whether it is right for a Muslim to vote for some
of them.One wonders, why should the religious
lens be used to look at everything from iron rods
and cement to electric wires and batteries? How
will someone who looks at iron and cement
through an Islamic filter see people of other reli-
gions? An outlook like this, even if genuinely
Islamic, would have no place in the modern
world.But as I will show in the latter part of this
article, this isn’t even Islamic. It has no prece-
dence in history or theological feet to stand on.
It’s pop Islam—faux piety, driven by pseu-
do-Islamic power theology that
seeks to paint the world in garish
green. It divides the world
between Islamic and non-
Islamic and posits .

Is the hue and cry about the
Deep State similar to the
Great Game? Whether or
not it exists, whether it oper-
ates in all countries, and
whether the ‘deep state’ of
one country is connected
with others through the dark
web or entrenched corpo-
rate interests remains
unclear, as the discourse is
more ideological than empir-
ical. Sometimes, those who
claim to be part of the deep
state ascribe to themselves a
larger-than-life role in state
affairs—for example, AS
Dulat and Asad Durrani in
their 2018 book The Spy
Chronicles: RAW, ISI and the
Illusion of Peace. Their claim
to be arbiters of one of the
most tense and difficult rela-
tionships in the region has
been widely critiqued by
reviewers.The term first
gained wide currency in the
context of Türkiye as derin
devlet, which literally trans-
lates to “deep state” in
English. In Türkiye, it refers
to a non-elected military
elite dominating elected gov-
ernments, especially when
they attempt to dismantle
the secular foundations of
the Republic, established by
Mustafa Kemal Pasha after
the abolition of the caliphate
in 1923. In Pakistan, “deep
state” refers to a govern-
ment controlled by powerful
military leaders, as docu-
mented by Stephen Cohen in
The Idea of Pakistan and
Ishtiaq Ahmed in Pakistan:
The Garrison State. Elected
governments in Pakistan
have rarely exercised real
control over defense and for-
eign policy.In the US,
Democrats and Republicans
accuse each other of control-

ling the ‘deep state.’
Democrats claim the pro-
Republican arms lobby and
military-industrial complex
constitute the deep state,
while Republicans argue that
Ivy League universities pro-
mote ‘wokeism’ and diversi-
ty, equity, and inclusion nar-
ratives that, according to
Donald Trump, undermine
America’s greatness. Trump
has accused the deep state
within the Democratic
regime of election interfer-
ence, citing the Freedom
Medal awarded to George
Soros as evidence. However,
skeptics argue that if the
deep state were so powerful,
how could Daksh Patel dis-
mantle it simply by firing
‘interns and associates’
whose tenure is co-terminus
with that of President Biden?
Ultimately, the deep state
serves as a convenient
scapegoat for anything that
goes wrong or for political
parties losing popular sup-
port.If Republicans and
Democrats are battling it out
in Washington, India faces a
similar scenario, with Left
liberals and Right nationalists
accusing each other of lever-
aging the ‘deep state’ to gain
or retain power. Publications
like The Caravan and

Organiser Weekly lead these
respective narratives. Left
liberals claim the RSS is
India’s deep state, while
Right nationalists accuse the
Ford Foundation and George
Soros’ Open Society
Foundations of attempting
to discredit the democrati-
cally elected Modi govern-
ment. Left liberals find sup-
port in the speeches of
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi, while Right national-
ists, led by Vice President
Dhankhar, minister Kiren
Rijiju, and BJP spokespersons
like Sambit Patra, vehement-
ly counter these claims.In a
pre-budget article for The
Indian Express, economist
Surjit Bhalla, a former mem-
ber of the PM’s Economic
Advisory Council, alleged
that India’s deep state com-
prises “major industrialists,
senior IAS babus, and their
friendly influencers in the
media”, slowing down eco-
nomic growth. This claim
was firmly repudiated, point
by point, by Vivek Kaul in
Newslaundry, who ques-
tioned the logic behind such
allegations.
Kaul argued that neither the

IAS, corporates, nor the
media benefit from econom-
ic deceleration. Instead, he

pointed out that the real
cause of economic slow-
down is the compulsion of all
political parties—BJP,
Congress, and AAP—to allo-
cate budgetary resources to
freebies rather than long-
term investments in social
and physical infrastructure,
which are crucial for sus-
tained economic
growth.Journalist Josy
Joseph, in his book The Silent
Coup: A History of India’s
Deep State, argues that the
deep state is actually led by
the IPS. He claims that in the
name of combating terror-
ism in Punjab, Jammu and
Kashmir, and the Northeast,
as well as ‘Left-wing extrem-
ism’ (LWE) in Chhattisgarh,
Maharashtra, Jharkhand,
and Andhra Pradesh, the tri-
umvirate of the NIA, CBI, and
ED have consolidated
unchecked power, with nei-
ther the legislature nor the
judiciary exercising adequate
oversight. He documents
human rights violations of
individuals caught in the
crosshairs of state
action.Pulitzer Prize-winning
journalist Steve Coll offers
another perspective, alleging
that India’s deep state main-
ly comprises serving and
retired IFS officials. However,
if the IAS, IPS, and IFS were
truly dominant, why would
they have allowed the cre-
ation of the Department of
Military Affairs under the
Chief of Defence Staff, effec-
tively relegating the Defence
Secretary (an IAS officer) to a
largely ceremonial role? A
completely contrarian view is
presented by Sandhya
Ravishankar, news editor at
Profit.  She argues that glob-
al NGOs and foreign funding

agencies have attempted to
damage India’s international
reputation by supporting
anti-CAA protests and farm-
ers’ agitations against the
farm laws. Quoting the
French publication
Mediapart, she alleges that
the Organized Crime and
Corruption Reporting Project
(OCCRP) received $47 million
from the US Deep State to
produce investigative reports
targeting governments
opposed by Washington—a
charge firmly denied by the
US Embassy in New
Delhi.She lists organisations
such as the Commonwealth
Human Rights Initiative (led
by Maja Daruwala, daughter
of the legendary Sam
Manekshaw), the Indian
Police Foundation (chaired
by celebrated police officer
Prakash Singh), the Centre
for Policy Research (affiliated
with Yamini Aiyar and Pratap
Bhanu Mehta), and the
National Foundation of India
as key actors producing
reports that allegedly under-
mine India’s prestige on the
global stage. She describes
this phenomenon as the
‘weaponisation of soft
power.’ Circa 1900: Rudyard
Kipling wrote Kim, placing
the eponymous hero at the
centre of the Great Game of
espionage between the
British Empire and Russia in
the 19th century. The book is
set after the Second Anglo-
Afghan War, which ended in
1881, but before the Third,
likely in the period 1893–98.
Kim, short for Kimball
O’Hara, is an impoverished
Irish orphan who lives on the
streets of Lahore and works
for Mahbub Ali, a Pashtun
horse trader.

The Modi government’s main move
in the Union Budget 2025 has been
to cut personal income tax. As
finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said in her speech, it is meant to
boost demand in the economy.
However, the government doesn’t
expect a higher-than-usual increase
in other non-debt receipts and has
budgeted a decline in the deficit.
The budgeted capital expenditure is
the same as the revised estimates
for 2024-25.The tax cut should be
seen in the context of other fiscal
policy moves the Modi government
has made in the last decade to boost
growth.Since 2016, the Indian econ-
omy has struggled to sustain rapid
growth. From 2016 to 2019, it was in
a relentless showdown, with GDP
growth falling to 3.9 per cent in
2019-20. The GDP then fell sharply
in 2020-21 due to the
pandemic.After this sharp decline,
high GDP growth numbers created a
false sense of complacency, but the
compound annual growth rate
between 2019-20 and 2024-25 is
only 4.8 per cent. The latest GDP
estimates suggest that the economy
is slowing down again—with growth
clocking at 5.4 per cent in the July-
September quarter of 2024. Even if
we set aside the critiques of GDP
estimation in India, growth remains
a topic of concern in policy conver-
sations.The government’s response
to an economic challenge depends
on what it considers to be the root
cause. The Modi government’s
actions over the past decade suggest
that it seeks to address India’s eco-
nomic growth pangs through fiscal
policy. Consequently, fiscal policy
has done much of the heavy lifting in
the government’s growth strategy
over the past decade.In the econom-
ic slowdown from 2016-17 to 2019-
20, the government sought to main-
tain its expenditure. To do so with-
out increasing the reported fiscal
deficit, from 2017-18 to 2019-20, it

transformed a significant part of its
on-budget expenditure into off-
budget expenditure done by public
enterprises. It also sharply raised
cesses and surcharges on petroleum
products, which are not shared with
the states. These unusual tactics
allowed the government to spend
more, and expenditure continued to
outpace GDP growth.These tactics
also allowed the government to
introduce new cash transfer
schemes such as PM KISAN and
increase allocations to existing
schemes.In 2019, in an effort to
stimulate investment, the govern-
ment announced major tax breaks
for corporates, especially in manu-
facturing. At the time, corporate tax
collection had been growing rapidly
while other taxes were struggling to
deliver the budgeted increase. The
tax cut led to a sharp reduction in
the corporate tax to GDP ratio in the
subsequent years.As the pandemic
hit, fiscal policy became even more
central. 
The pandemic allowed the govern-
ment to suspend its concern for
deficits and bring the off-budget
expenditure to the Budget in 2020-
21. For a few years, revenue expen-
diture as a percentage of GDP was
higher than its pre-pandemic levels.

Among other things, this allowed
the government to increase subsi-
dies and cash transfers, and intro-
duce production-linked incentives
for manufacturing in India. Total
subsidies as a percentage of GDP
have now gone back to their pre-
pandemic levels.The most important
change in expenditure since the pan-
demic has been in its composition.
Of the Union government’s total
expenditure, the share of capital
expenditure has increased. Its share
rose from 12.5 per cent of total
expenditure in 2019-20 to 22.2 per
cent in 2023-24.In 2019-20, capital
expenditure was 1.67 per cent of
GDP. It rose to 3.21 per cent .

Tax cuts won’t fix low growth. Govt

must look beyond fiscal policy

Extension of the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme for solar ener-
gy value chain, increased allocation
towards PM Suryaghar Muft Bijlee
Yojana, and greater thrust to distri-
bution and transmission infrastruc-
ture are likely to be the key features
of the upcoming Budget, as far as the
energy sector is concerned. Sources
said these proposals figured not only
in the budget wish lists of the indus-
try, but also in the respective recom-
mendations from the ministries of
power and renewable energy to the
finance ministry , ahead of the
Budget. “Given the success of PM
Suryaghar scheme with almost
600,000 installations in just nine
months since its launch, one could
probably see additional allocation to
target more households,” said
Ashwin Jacob, partner at Deloitte
India. “As far as evacuation of power
from offshore wind projects is con-

cerned, we would want to see the
VGF or budgetary support to contin-
ue or get enhanced,” he added. “We
hope to see a decisive increase in
funding to accelerate the green ener-
gy transition. Priorities must include
scaling renewable energy by address-
ing grid and transmission challenges,
advancing Battery Energy Storage
Systems (BESS) for grid stability and
reliable power, doubling energy effi-
ciency and digitalizing the energy
sector through AI, smart meters, and
data-driven solutions. Streamlining
rooftop solar programs with simpli-
fied approvals, financing, and moni-
toring is equally vital,” said Saurabh
Kumar, Vice President – India, Global
Energy Alliance for People and Planet
(GEAPP). Sharat Goyal, CEO of
Impact Infracap also expects the gov-
ernment to remove restrictions on
state wise caps on roof top capacity
for net-metering for industrial.

New allocations towards
augmentation of power 

distribution 

Halal certification is turn-

ing into a scam. It’s creating

a Muslim-only economy

Deep State similar to the Great Game? Whether

or not it exists, it operates in all countries

Why Syrians Are Between A Rock And A Hard Place
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In a significant recognition of
excellence in scientific
research, Dr. Amit Kumar
Upadhyay, Senior Assistant
Professor at the Centre of
Advanced Study, Department
of Ancient Indian History,
Culture & Archaeology,
Faculty of Arts, has been selected for the prestigious
INSA Historian Scientist Young Associate Award for
2025. The much coveted award is presented to a scholar
under the age of 40 years for exceptional contribution to
scientific research. Dr. Upadhyay is widely regarded for
his pioneering work of computational numismatics in
India, introducing artificial intelligence, digital image
processing and machine learning into the study of
ancient coinage. His research has addressed longstand-
ing challenges such as fragmented coin catalogues, man-
ual limitations of traditional methods and difficulties in
identifying ancient forgeries. In addition to computation-
al work, Dr. Upadhyay has significantly advanced scien-
tific numismatics through the use of modern spectro-
scopic techniques. His investigations into early Indian
Punch-Marked Coins (600–200 BCE) have revealed
crucial insights into alloying technologies, economic
conditions reflected in declining silver content and the
technological evolution of minting practices. His recent
publications and communicated papers in high-impact
journals have drawn attention to the importance of inter-
disciplinary approaches in numismatic research, combin-
ing archaeology, materials science, physics and compu-
tational analysis.The award carries a monthly fellowship
of ?10,000 for one year along with a one-time interna-
tional travel grant to support participation in global sci-
entific conferences. The Indian National Science
Academy (INSA) President, Prof. Ashutosh Sharma,
who commended Dr. Upadhyay exceptional potential
and his leadership in emerging research domains. Dr.
Upadhyay presented his research at INSA under the
theme “Future Prospects of Numismatic Research:
Emerging Trends and Methodologies,” where he high-
lighted the global developments in automated coin
analysis and the need for comprehensive digital corpora
of Indian coins. 

YOUNG NUMISMATIST
FROM BHU SELECTED FOR
PRESTIGIOUS INSA AWARD

Lucknow

With the goal of estab-
lishing Uttar Pradesh
as a developed state by
the year 2047, a state-
level conference titled
“Innovation in
Education, the
Foundation of
Progress- Viksit Uttar
Pradesh @2047” was
organized on Thursday
at Yojana Bhawan.The
conference included
deep discussions on
the future of Uttar
Pradesh education sys-
tem, capacity building
for teachers, the use of
new technologies,
improving foundation-
al learning outcomes
and the role of UP in
the vision of Viskit
Bharat 2047. It was
also highlighted that
recent reforms in the
state education system
are now showing solid
impact on the ground,
whether through smart
classrooms, e-learning
resources or digital

facilities for teacher
training.Additional
Chief Secretary
Parthasarathi Sen
Sharma said that to
fulfill the dream of a
developed Uttar
Pradesh, education
must be reorganized
on the basis of trans-
parency, quality, equal
opportunity and inno-
vation. He said that
teacher training, glob-
al-level teaching meth-
ods and improving
core learning out-
comes are the main
pillars of the education
reform journey.
Director General of
School Education
Monika Rani said that
this is an era where
technological interven-

tions, digital content,
skill-based teaching
and international expo-
sure have become
essential elements of
the education system.
She said that if this
pace of innovation
continues, UP will
become the country
leading education
model in the coming
years.Advisor to the
UP Chief Minister
Awanish Awasthi and
Education Advisor
Prof.D.P Singh said in
one voice that the
youth power of Uttar
Pradesh is the core
energy of Viksit
Bharat 2047 and with-
out quality education
this goal cannot be
achieved. 

Lucknow

A core committee meet-
ing was held today at the
Inspection House,
Gyanpur under the chair-
manship of Urban
Development and
Energy Minister and in
charge Minister of
Bhadohi district A.K
Sharma. The key issues
of the district were
reviewed during the
meeting. 

Minister Sharma
stated that the govern-
ment is committed to
carrying forward public
welfare works in a time-
ly, high-quality and
transparent
manner.Officials from
various departments
including district admin-
istration, urban develop-
ment, energy, public
works, health, rural
development, social wel-
fare, drinking water, irri-
gation and others- pre-
sented details of their
current status, progress
and challenges.
Discussing all major
points, Minister Sharma
directed that schemes
directly related to public

convenience and region-
al development should
be completed on a prior-
ity basis and at an accel-
erated pace. He further
said that any unneces-
sary delay or negligence
in development works
will not be tolerated. He
instructed officials to
ensure regular monitor-
ing of on-ground
progress, field visits and
prompt resolution of
issues through public
engagement.
The In-charge Minister

held focused discussions
on the progress of vari-
ous initiatives of the
Energy Department,
drinking water supply,
road construction, urban
amenities, electricity dis-
tribution, healthcare
services, social security,
and welfare schemes. He
said that the govern-
ment’s priority is to pro-

vide better facilities to
the general public, there-
fore, every department
must adopt a result-ori-
ented working approach.
He instructed officials to
promptly address obsta-
cles in ongoing projects
and strengthen inter-
departmental coordina-
tion to ensure timely
completion of all
works.The meeting was
attended by District
Panchayat Chairman
Aniruddha Tripathi,
MLA from Aurai
Dinanath Bhaskar, for-
mer MLA Ravindra
Tripathi, District
President Deepak
Mishra, District
Magistrate Shailesh
Kumar, Superintendent
of Police Dr. Abhimanyu
Mangalik, Chief Medical
Officer, Additional
District Magistrate and
other key officials.

Assam

The 23rd National
Science Festival,
organised by Vidya
Bharati Akhil
Bharatiya Shiksha
Sansthan, was held
from 13 to 16
November at Balram
Brazbhushan
Saraswati Shishu Mandir Higher Secondary
School, Meerut. According to Mukuteswar
Goswami, Prachar Pramukh of Shishu Shiksha
Samiti Assam, who briefed the media at the
Prashant Path office on Zoo Road, Guwahati, a
total of 20 students from the Purvottar Kshetra
participated in this national-level science event.
Among them, Prachurya Sharma, a student of
Shankardev Shishu Vidya Niketan, Beltola,
secured the First Prize for his project titled
“Model Based on Control of Water Pollution.”
His achievement brought pride to the Purvottar
Kshetra , Shishu Shiksha Samiti Assam and the
Vidya Niketan. The team was guided by Tapan
Sharma, Kshetriya Vigyan Pramukh and Bhaskar
Das, Prantya Vigyan Pramukh. Vidya Bharati
Purvottar Kshetra Sangathan Mantri Dr. Pawan
Tiwari, General Secretary Dr. Jagadindra Roy
Choudhury, Shishu Shiksha Samiti Assam
President Kulendra Kumar Bhagawati and
General Secretary Jagannath Rajbongshi congrat-
ulated the winning student and extended their
best wishes for his bright future.
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Prayagraj
Acharya Ujjwal delivered a spe-
cial lecture on the birth anniver-
saries of the brave Rani
Lakshmibai and revered
Bhaurao Deoras at Saraswati
Vidya Mandir Inter College,
Sarvodaya Nagar, on
Wednesday. He introduced the
brothers and sisters to the histo-
ry of Rani Lakshmibai's valor
and courage and her heroic
struggle against the British.
Among the brothers and sisters
who shared their views on the
birth anniversary, Riddhika
Verma, a Class V student,
received first place, Utkarsh

Srivastava, a Class VI student,
received third place, and
Bhaskar Shukla, a Class VIII
student, received second place.
The school's brothers and sis-
ters presented songs and their
own poems about Rani
Lakshmibai's bravery. The
brothers and sisters who partici-
pated in Thursday's program
were honored with certificates

and awards from the Indian
Cultural Council and the
Vidwat Parishad. The guest of
this program, Satish Kumar
Gupta, President of Bharatiya
Sanskritik Parishad and member
of Vidvat Parishad, awarded the
brothers and sisters and threw
light on the dedicated contribu-
tion of the great hero revered
Bhaurao Deoras ji, who gave

the shape of a famous banyan
tree by sowing the seeds of edu-
cation and culture, in the inde-
pendence of India and cultural
education. 
The Principal of the college,
Suresh Chandra Tiwari,
informed the brothers and sis-
ters about the history of Rani
Laxmibai who fought bravely
against the British with valor
and courage to attain freedom
and attained martyrdom. The
program was conducted by
Managing Acharya Vijay
Abhinandan Mishra and the
Principal expressed his grati-
tude. All the brothers and sis-
ters and Acharyas and Acharyas
were present on this occasion.

Etah

A dispute between two
groups in Chaman Nagariya
village, located on Mainpuri
Road under Aliganj police
station area, escalated
sharply on Tuesday morning.
The incident occurred around
8 a.m, when Dial-112
received a call reporting a
physical altercation. Acting
promptly, PRV-5586 reached
the location. Upon arrival,
Constable Pankaj and driver
Prempal attempted to pacify
both sides. However, the sit-
uation worsened as the agi-
tated individuals became
more aggressive. Members
from both groups began pelt-
ing stones and bricks at each
other houses, causing dam-
age to windows, doors and
several motorcycles. As the

police team tried to control
the situation, the mob turned
violent and attacked the offi-
cers. PRV driver Prempal
and Constable Pankaj sus-
tained injuries and the PRV
vehicle was also damaged in
the assault. The team imme-
diately informed the police
station. Following the alert,
the Circle Officer of Aliganj,
along with Aliganj police
and reinforcements from
neighbouring stations, rushed
to the spot. The police man-
aged to bring the situation
under control and restore

order. Six individuals
involved in the violence have
been identified and detained.
According to the Aliganj
Station House Officer, cases
have been registered against
the accused and legal pro-
ceedings are underway. The
injured police personnel have
been sent to the Aliganj
Community Health Centre
for treatment. Police have
urged residents to maintain
peace. Additional force has
been deployed in the area,
and the situation is currently
under control.

Lucknow

The ten-day Khadi
Mahotsav 2025 will be held
at Central Sanskrit
University, Gomti Nagar,
Lucknow, aiming to pro-
mote local entrepreneurship,
open new markets for tradi-
tional arts and khadi-based
industries and boost rural
self-reliance. Scheduled
from November 21 to
November 30 the festival
will celebrate the rich her-
itage of khadi, village
industries, handicrafts and
local art, providing them a
prominent platform for
wider recognition.The event
will be inaugurated by
Rakesh Sachan, Minister for
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, Khadi and
Village Industries,
Sericulture, Handloom and

Textiles. More than 160
entrepreneurs and units
from different districts of
the state will display and
sell their products. The
exhibition will feature
carved wooden furniture
from Saharanpur, carpets
from Bhadohi, gamchas and
sadri from Amroha, durries
and towels from Sitapur,
Banarasi silk sarees, amla
products from Pratapgarh,
royal honey from Lucknow,
clay craft, Bikaneri papad,
leather goods, traditional
jackets, garments and a
wide range of indigenous
products.During the
Mahotsav, selected entrepre-
neurs and beneficiaries will
also be honoured. State-
level outstanding units will
receive awards and 05 bene-
ficiaries will be provided
dona-making machines, 05

will receive popcorn
machines, 05 honey boxes,
04 will receive electric-
operated potters wheels, and
01 beneficiary will receive a
pugmill. This initiative aims
to provide better resources,
modern equipment and
growth opportunities for
rural enterprises in the
state.Aligned with the
vision of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, Khadi
Mahotsav 2025 is not only a
platform to encourage rural
industries but also an impor-
tant step towards promoting
indigenous products,
empowering artisans and
reinforcing the local econo-
my. 
The event will pave the way
for innovation, business
expansion and new opportu-
nities for entrepreneurs
across the state.

Khadi Mahotsav to kick off on November

21, exhibition runs until November 30 

Innovation in education is
strengthening the path of a 

Viksit Uttar Pradesh

Core Committee meeting chaired by Urban

Development & Energy Minister A.K

Sharma concludes at Inspection House

Brothers and sisters who delivered speeches on

the birth anniversaries of Rani Lakshmibai and

revered Bhaurao Deoras were awarded

Lucknow

Urban Development and
Energy Minister A.K Sharma
held a review meeting with
officials of the Urban
Development Department at
Circuit House, Varanasi. The
meeting included detailed dis-
cussions on ongoing sanitation
work, drinking water supply,
drainage systems and the
progress of various urban proj-
ects of the Municipal
Corporation. The Minister said
that Varanasi is a global reli-
gious and cultural city: there-
fore, its civic system must be
ideal and exemplary.
Emphasizing sanitation, the
Minister instructed that clean-
liness standards in every ward
must meet the highest bench-
marks. 

He said that special atten-
tion should be given to road-
side waste collection, door-to-
door collection, regular clean-
ing of drains, waste disposal
and the condition of garbage
collection points. He also
emphasized running special
campaigns to increase public
awareness about
cleanliness.While reviewing
drinking water supply, he
directed officials to regularly
monitor leakage repair,
pipeline maintenance, cleaning
of overhead tanks and the
functioning of tube wells. He
stressed that there should be

no disruption in drinking
water supply.
Regarding drainage, the
Minister said that all drains
must be thoroughly cleaned,
pumping stations repaired,
clogged lines identified and
permanent solutions developed
for waterlogging-prone areas.
He directed that waterlogging
must not occur under any cir-
cumstances and if any com-
plaint arises, officials must
immediately reach the spot
and resolve it.Speaking on
public welfare works  A.K
Sharma issued a stern warning
that any negligence or indif-
ference in resolving public
issues will not be tolerated. He
said transparency, accountabil-
ity and timeliness are essential
in departmental functioning.
All officials must remain
active in the field to ensure
improvement in urban servic-
es.The Additional Municipal
Commissioner, Assistant
Municipal Commissioner and
other concerned officials were
present on this occasion.

Violent Clash Between Two Groups
in Chaman Nagariya: 

Police Team Attacked, Six Detained

A.K. Sharma held a review meet-

ing with officials of the Urban

Development Department

Vidya Bharati National
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Remarkable Achievement
for the Purvottar Kshetra
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