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Ghazipur

Students of the Government Homeopathic Medical

College and Hospital have brought laurels to the

institution by showcasing their talent. Under the

guidance of Principal Professor Dr. Rajendra

Rajput, fourth-year BHMS students secured sec-

ond place at the all-India level in poster and paper

presentations at the Indian Science Congress held

at IIT Shillong, bringing pride to the state and dis-

trict.  Meanwhile, second-year student Awartika

Srivastava secured second place in the state-level

"Viksit Bharat Challenge" competition, part of the

"Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue 2025-26,"

organized by the Youth Welfare Department of

Lucknow University. Awartika Srivastava journey

doesn't end here, she will now present her work at

the all-India level before Prime Minister Narendra

Modi at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi.

Similarly, Shreya Singh has also made the college

proud by reaching this stage in the Youth

Parliament program.  Professor Dr. Subodh

Tripathi, Professor D.P. Singh, Professor Dr.

Sengar, Dr. Pranesh, Dr. Srivastava, Dr. Awadhesh

and all the staff members congratulated the stu-

dents on their outstanding performance and wished

them continued success.

State Women's Commission
Member to Hold Public
Hearing on January 7th

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj: Ms. Geeta Vishwakarma, a member of

the Uttar Pradesh State Women's Commission, will

review the progress of cases related to women's

harassment and hold a public hearing at Circuit

House, Prayagraj, on January 7, 2026, at 11:00

AM. Following this, she will also inspect an

Anganwadi center.

Awartika Secures Second

Place in State Competition

Bhadohi

On the auspicious occasion of the
31st year of Kalpvas at Mahatirth
Semradhanath Dham, the great con-
fluence of Kashi-Vindhya-Prayag,
District Magistrate Shailesh Kumar
and Superintendent of Police
Abhimanyu Manglik inaugurated
Shri Kalpvas Makar Magh Mela by
worshiping Mother Ganga, chanting
Vedic mantras, doing Bhoomi Pujan
and installing the religious flagDid.
First of all, District Magistrate
Shailesh Kumar and Superintendent
of Police Abhimanyu Manglik
prayed for the welfare of the people
of Bhadohi at Baba Semradhanath
Dham. Thereafter, while giving
good wishes for the New Year to the
visitors who had come for darshan
and worship on the New Year, he
inquired about their well-being in a

heartfelt spirit. On the most auspi-
cious occasion of the 31st year of
Kalpavas at Mahatirth
Semradhanath Dham, the great con-
fluence of Kashi-Vindhya-Prayag,
worship was done by chanting Vedic
mantras for the pure and continuous
flow of Mother Ganga on the banks
of Ganga. He symbolically inaugu-
rated Indian Sanatan Dharma and
faith by hoisting the religious flag
on the banks of Maa Ganga as a

symbol of Magh Mela Kalpavas.
After the darshan puja, the District
Magistrate said that in the new year
2026, I feel proud to participate in
this sacred program with the
respected public, public and schol-
ars. It is a matter of pride for the dis-
trict that Kalpvas is being organized
in Magh Mela on the banks of
Ganga for the last 31 years. Seeing
the grandeur of Shri Kalpavas
Makar Magh Mela, the District

Magistrate made a proposal to
declare it as a provincial fair and
assured to send it to the government.
Emphasis was laid on the availabili-
ty of toilets, drinking water and hos-
pitals in the entire temple and fair
area.

He said that to ensure successful
completion of this Kalpvas Magh
Mela, ground work is being done by
holding regular meetings with the
government administration. In view
of the convenience of the devotees
in Kalpvas Magh Mela, checkered
plates for the road are provided by
the Public Works Department,
smooth arrangement of lighting,
cleanliness, sanitation, drinking
water arrangement by the Electricity
Department, sound arrangement,
tents, toilets, barricading in the fair
premises by the District Panchayat
Department, bonfire by the Forest

Department For the arrangement of
wood, peace and security, work is
being done at a fast pace with the
mutual coordination of all the con-
cerned departments including police
administration, traffic police. He vis-
ited the pilgrimage site and observed
the Kalpavriksha, Vanshi tree,
Sindoor tree, Lotus lake etc. in the
natural environment there and made
people aware by throwing light on
the importance of trees, plants and
environment. Superintendent of
Police Abhimanyu Manglik toured
the entire Kalpavas fair area and
took stock of peace and law and
order and gave necessary guidelines.
He said that the fair will be complet-
ed safely with adequate police
arrangements. Water police and
divers have also been deployed in
view of the Ganga river. The District
Magistrate and Superintendent of

Police inaugurated the health camp
organized by the National Medicos
Organization by cutting the ribbon.
On this occasion, Additional District
Magistrate Kunwar Virendra
Maurya, Fair Incharge/Deputy
District Magistrate Gyanpur Bhan
Singh, Police Area Officer Gyanpur
Prabhat Rai, Executive Engineer
PWD Sandeep Saroj, DPRO Sanjay
Mishra, AMA Anil Tyagi, BDO
Diwakar Singh, EO Gopiganj RB
Yadav, Junior Engineer Electrical,
District InformationOfficer Dr.
Pankaj Kumar, Mahant
Karunashankar Das, Village Head
Semradh Alok Kumar Singh,
President Magh Mela Committee
Rambali Singh, Ajit Pratap Singh,
Narendra Shukla, Sherbahadur,
Dinesh Singh along with saints,
Kalpavasis and devotees were pres-
ent.

Ghazipur. A meeting
was held at the
Mohammadabad Tehsil
auditorium in the dis-
trict, chaired by Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
Dr. Harshita Tiwari. A
crucial review meeting
was organized in the
local Tehsil auditorium
regarding booth adjust-
ment, with the objec-
tive of conducting the
upcoming elections in
an orderly and impar-
tial manner.
Representatives of vari-
ous political parties,
public representatives,
and concerned officials
were present at the
meeting. During the
meeting, SDM Dr.
Harshita Tiwari elabo-
rated on the booth
adjustment process,
stating that after the
adjustment, the forma-
tion of newly created
booths, the demarcation
of their areas, and the
updating of the voter
list will be done with
complete transparency.
She clarified that the
main objective of this
process is to enhance
voter convenience and
make the voting system
more efficient.She also
provided detailed infor-
mation regarding the
upcoming SIR (Special
Intensive Revision)

process. Dr. Tiwari
explained that the pur-
pose of SIR is to make
the voter list pure,
accurate, and up-to-
date, so that no eligible
voter is deprived of
their right and ineligi-
ble names can be
removed from the list.
The SDM appealed to
the public representa-
tives and representa-
tives of political parties
to create awareness
among voters in their
respective areas. She
said that maximum use
should be made of the
prescribed Form-6 and
Form-8 for adding,
deleting, or modifying
names in the voter list.
On this occasion,
Form-6 and Form-8
were made available in
sufficient quantities to
all political parties and
representatives present.
During the meeting, the
representatives present
raised various questions
related to the voter list,

booth demarcation, and
the process, which were
satisfactorily answered
and resolved by SDM
Dr. Harshita Tiwari.
She assured that all the
work related to booth
adjustment and SIR
will be completed with
impartiality, transparen-
cy, and within the stip-
ulated time frame.
Finally, the SDM said
that the success of the
election depends on the
mutual coordination
between the administra-
tion and political par-
ties. Only with every-
one's cooperation can
the work related to the
voter list be completed
effectively. The main
objective of the meet-
ing was to establish
better coordination
between the administra-
tion and political par-
ties, in order to
strengthen and ensure
the credibility of the
upcoming election
process.

Chandauli

In view of the upcom-
ing festivals, under the
direction of
Superintendent of
Police Chandauli
Aditya Langhe and
under the leadership of
Area Officer Sadar
Devendra Kumar, a
special checking cam-
paign was conducted
by the Chandauli
police station team
against the sellers of
Chinese Manjha in
Chandauli
town.During the cam-
paign, Area Officer
Sadar conducted a
thorough search of the
shops selling Manjha
in the town area.
Police clarified that
strict legal action will

be taken against any
shopkeeper who is
found selling banned
Chinese Manjha sur-
reptitiously for the
purpose of earning
profit or who is found
in possession of
Chinese Manjha.The
police administration
has appealed to the
general public to make
their family members
and friends aware
about the dangers of
Chinese Manjha. Use
only safe and legal
floats to fly kites. The
Chinese manjha is
extremely sharp,
which poses a risk of
serious injury and is
also extremely harmful
for the environment.If
information is received
about the sale of

Chinese Manjha in any
market or shop, citi-
zens can inform their
nearest police station.
The name of the per-
son giving information
will be kept complete-
ly
confidential.Checking
of 15 shops, 120 bun-
dles of Chinese Manja
recoveredDuring the
operation, a total of 15
shops were checked by
the police team, in
which 120
bundles/loaches of
banned Chinese Manja
were recovered.
Necessary legal action
is being taken regard-
material.Police have
appealed to the general
public to stay away
from Chinese Manjha
and stay safe.

Confluence of reverence and faith
on the inauguration of Magh

Mela, Prince Gupta congratulated
the people of the state

In view of upcoming festivals, inten-
sive checking campaign launched

against those selling Chinese Manja

Chandauli

The birthday of the
country first teacher
Mata Savitribai Phule
was celebrated with
enthusiasm at Samyak
Buddha Vihar complex
located in Dabriya vil-
lage under Dhanapur
development block of
Chandauli district at 2
pm on Saturday after-
noon. On this occasion,
the speakers remem-
bered the struggles of
Savitribai Phule and
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule
and highlighted the
importance of educa-
tion in detail.While
addressing the pro-
gram, Hemant
Kushwaha paid tribute
to Mata Savitribai
Phule. He said that
with the construction
of Buddha Vihar at
every place, people
will celebrate the birth-
day of Savitribai Phule
there. He stressed that
only when the society
moves towards educa-
tion, people will be

able to demand their
rights and entitle-
ments.Referring to
Gautam Buddha Vihar,
New Sarnath, located
in Chandauli district
near Ramnagar,
Hemant Kushwaha
said that 7.5 bighas of
land situated on the
banks of Ganga, which
was bought by the peo-
ple with mutual coop-
eration, is being
forcibly acquired by
the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment and an attempt

is being made to sell it
to Adani. He told that
50 people are continu-
ously sitting on strike
every day in protest
against this acquisition.
He also announced to
celebrate the birth
anniversary of Jagdev
Babu on 8th February
at Gautam Buddha
Vihar, in which a large
number of people from
entire Purvanchal are
expected to
reach.District
Panchayat member

Rajesh Yadav said that
the biggest need of
today is to educate our
children by adopting
the thoughts of Mata
Savitribai Phule. He
said that only educated
children can bring pos-
itive change in the
society.On this occa-
sion, District
Panchayat members
Ganesh Prasad,
Rajneesh Yadav, Dr. A
large number of men
and women including
Hanslal Maurya, Paras

Singh Maurya,
Sukhraj, Lalit Maurya,
Pappu Raja, Dr.
Chandrika, Dr.
Kashinath, Bhante
Mahakashyap, Dr.
Sunil Maurya,
Rajkumar Maurya,
Geeta Devi, Shail
Maurya, Mamta Devi
were present.The pro-
gram was 
presided over by for-
mer soldier Munna
Singh Dada, while
Vijay Kumar conduct-
ed it.

Mother Savitribai Phule's birthday was celebrat-

ed with great pomp in Samyak Buddha Vihar

Bhadohi

A wonderful conflu-
ence of devotion, faith
and Sanatan tradition
is being seen in
Tirtharaj Prayagraj on
the occasion of the
inauguration of Magh
Mela and the holy
Paush Purnima. On
this auspicious occa-
sion, former city presi-
dent BJP Bhadohi
Prince Gupta sent
hearty congratulations
and best wishes to all
the devotees,
Kalpvasis and people
of the state. Prince
Gupta said that Magh
Mela is not just a reli-
gious event, but a liv-
ing symbol of Indian
culture, spirituality
and unity. He heartily
welcomed and con-
gratulated all the
revered saints, reli-
gious leaders, various
Akharas and Kalpvasis
who had come to
Tirtharaj Prayag to

take a dip of faith in
the holy Sangam.
While praying to
Mother Ganga, Mother
Yamuna and Mother
Saraswati, he said that
by the grace of
Triveni, the wishes of
all the devotees should
be fulfilled and there
should be happiness,

peace and prosperity
in the state and the
country. Prince Gupta
expressed confidence
that Magh Mela will
become a powerful
medium to convey
Sanatan culture to the
new generation and
will further strengthen
social harmony.

DM, SP offered prayers at Baba Semradhanath Dham 

and prayed for the welfare of Bhadohi residents

Review Meeting on Booth

Adjustment and SIR Process Held

at Tehsil Auditorium
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Prayagraj. The Prayagraj Panchkoshi Parikrama, organized under the
auspices of the Prayagraj Mela Authority, Panchdashnam Juna
Akhara, and Akhil Bharatiya Akhara Parishad, will commence on
January 5, 2026.  Prior to the commencement of the Panchkoshi
Parikrama, the General
Secretary of Juna Akhara,
Hari Giri Ji Maharaj,
along with several other
saints and sages, met with
Divisional Commissioner
Soumya Agarwal, District
Magistrate Manish Verma,
Additional Police
Commissioner Ajaypal
Sharma, Mela Officer
Rishiraj, Mela Police
Officer Neeraj Pandey,
and other senior adminis-
trative officials to invite them to this auspicious event. The saints
apprised them of the religious, cultural, and spiritual significance of
the pilgrimage and expressed their gratitude for the administration's
cooperation. The five-day Panchkoshi Parikrama is being organized
as part of the Magh Mela-2026, and will involve visiting and offering
prayers at major pilgrimage sites in the Prayagraj district, starting
from the Sangam area. The pilgrimage will begin on January 5th with
a bath in the Sangam, followed by visits to prominent sites such as
Akshayavat, the reclining Hanuman temple, Dattatreya Temple (Juna
Akhara), Saraswati Koop, Ramghat, Maujigiri Samadhi, Siddhapeeth
Maa Lalita Devi, Maa Kalyani Devi, and Vankhandi Mahadev. On the
second day, January 6th, the pilgrimage will include visits to
Shultankeshwar Mahadev, Adi Madhav, Chakra Madhav, Someshwar
Mahadev in the Arail area, Gada Madhav in Chhivki, and Bhairav
??Baba in the village of Mahewa. On the third day, January 7th, the
program includes visits to Mankameshwar Mahadev in Lalapur,
Padma Madhav in Beekar, Sujavan Dev Temple in Devaria, Parashar
Rishi Ashram in Panasa area, Valmiki Ashram, and Jwala Devi. On
January 8th, the pilgrimage will include visits to Shankh Madhav,
Durvasa Rishi Ashram in Kakra Dubawal, Sankat Haran Hanuman in
Rampur, Pandeshwar Mahadev, Sitakund, Nishadraj Sthali,
Nagavasuki, Veni Madhav, and Alopi Shankar Mata. On January 9th,
after bathing at the Sangam, devotees will visit the Shri Ram Janaki
Temple in Juna Akhara and the temple in Krishna Nagar, Kidganj,
where a grand community feast will be organized. 

Prayagraj Panchkoshi Parikrama

to begin on January 5th

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. This year, the
police administration's
efficient and commendable
arrangements are being
witnessed during the Magh
Mela. The police are dili-
gently working to ensure

the safety of the large
number of devotees, man-
age traffic, and maintain
law and order.To control
the crowds during the
major bathing festivals of
the fair, the police have
implemented effective bar-
ricading, CCTV surveil-

lance, and foot and mobile
patrols. A special women's
police force has been
deployed for the safety of
female devotees, which
has further strengthened
the sense of security
among the people.Police
personnel are deployed on

major routes to ensure
smooth traffic flow and
are assisting devotees by
providing directions from
time to time. The police
are also providing immedi-
ate assistance to those in
need through lost and
found centers and help

desks.
In this regard,

Colonelganj ACP Rajiv
Yadav was also seen giv-
ing instructions. Devotees
and local citizens have
praised the police's work,
saying that the security
and arrangements at the

Magh Mela this year are
far better than before. The
police administration has
clarified that they will
continue to perform their
duties with the same vigi-
lance and spirit of service
throughout the entire dura-
tion of the fair.

Devotees satisfied with the efficient police arrangements at Magh Mela

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj: Following
the first bathing ritual
of the Magh Mela on
Paush Purnima,
Divisional
Commissioner Soumya
Agarwal reviewed the
arrangements made in
the Mela area today.

??She received detailed
information about the
difficulties encountered
during the first bathing
day and the prepara-
tions made by various
departments to address
them. During the meet-
ing, the Divisional
Commissioner instruct-
ed that improvements
be made immediately

wherever necessary in
the provision of taps,
electricity, toilets, and
other essential facilities
in the Mela area. She
also directed that clean-
liness be maintained
throughout the Mela
area, all toilets be
cleaned regularly, and
that sanitation workers
be deployed 24 hours a

day for odor manage-
ment and overall clean-
liness.  Special atten-
tion was given to the
fire safety arrangements
made by the Water
Corporation in the Mela
area. The Chief
Engineer of the Water
Corporation informed
that additional fire
hydrants have been

installed at 23 locations
in the Mela area, con-
nected to tube wells.
These will allow fire
tender vehicles to be
filled in just 12 minutes
in case of an emer-
gency, ensuring a quick
response to any fire
incident. 
The Divisional
Commissioner also

instructed the con-
cerned officials to
immediately remove
individuals illegally
camping in tents in the
Mela area and to
remove shops illegally
set up on the roads.
After the meeting, she
inspected Sangam Nose
and various other loca-
tions in the Mela area.

Magh Mela: Review of arrangements after
Paush Purnima bath; special arrange-

ments for fire safety also discussed

Prayagraj. As part of Magh
Mela 2026, the Uttar Pradesh
Department of Culture
organized a cultural evening
at the Kala Sangam cultural
pavilion, Sector-3, Fort-
Minto Park Road, Parade
Ground. The program was
inaugurated by the Mayor of
Prayagraj, Umesh Chandra
Ganesh Kesharwani, along
with Padma Shri Malini
Awasthi and Additional
Director of Culture, Dr.
Srishti Dhawan, by lighting
the ceremonial lamp.The

program began with a devo-
tional folk song by
Udaychand Pardesi
(Prayagraj), who was felici-
tated by Shobhit Nahar and
Ghulam Sarwar. Following
this, Varun Mishra and his
team presented a soulful ren-
dition of “Chalo Man Ganga
Yamuna Teere.” Kriti
Srivastava presented the

Dhediya folk dance, while
Padma Shri Malini Awasthi's
folk song “Chalo Ri Guinya,
Ganga Nahaye Len” capti-
vated the audience.The
conch shell performance by
Ram Janam from Varanasi,
folk songs by Sangeeta
Mishra, classical music by
Varun Mishra, and Kathak
dance by Neeta Joshi were

highly appreciated by the
audience. On this occasion,
the Mayor was honored by
Dr. Srishti Dhawan, and
Padma Shri Malini Awasthi
was honored by the Mayor
and Divisional
Commissioner Saumya
Agarwal. The program was
conducted by Dr. Abha
Madhur. 

Prayagraj. Police in
the Kidganj police
station area have bust-
ed a prostitution ring,
arresting five men and
four women. The raid
was conducted in a
house in the Nai Basti
area, near a school
run by the municipal
corporation, following
a tip-off about prosti-
tution activities.

According to the
police, complaints had
been received for sev-
eral days about illegal
activities taking place
in the house. After
verifying the informa-
tion, the Kidganj
police raided the
premises and took
those involved in the
illicit activities into
custody.

The police are ques-
tioning all the arrested
individuals and gath-
ering information
about the entire net-
work. Action is being
taken under the rele-
vant sections of the
law. Police officials
say that the campaign
against illegal activi-
ties in the area will
continue. 

Magh Mela 2026: Grand Cultural Evening at
Kala Sangam Pavilion

Major police operation in

Kidganj, prostitution ring busted

To control the crowds during the major bathing festivals of the fair, the police have implemented effective barricading,
CCTV surveillance, and foot and mobile patrols. A special women's police force has been deployed for the safety of

female devotees, which has further strengthened the sense of security among the people
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Every now and then we hear
the cry that banks should be
nationalised. The taking over
of banks by the State is urged
on various grounds, namely,
that it is necessary in order “to
mobilise resources” for the
economic development of the
country, “to prevent the con-
centration of economic
power”, “to check malprac-
tices in the working of banks”
and to put a stop to profiteer-
ing” by banks. All these argu-
ments will be found to be
untenable on a dispassionate
scrutiny of the issues involved.
The primary function of banks

is to mobilise resources for
economic development and
that is exactly what the banks
in our country have been
doing. They have been work-
ing to attract deposits from
those who have funds to spare
on [a] long or short term basis.
They have been making loans
for industrial as well as agricul-
tural expansion in accordance
with numerous legislative
requirements. During recent
years, they have opened
numerous branches in order to
extend credit facilities to peo-
ple even in remote areas, even
though the banking business

in several branches has proved
unremunerative. They have
invested more than Rs 600
crore in Government securi-
ties. They have been broaden-
ing their capital base and
increasing their reserves in
accordance with statutory
requirements. The enormous
increase in their deposits dur-
ing recent years bears testimo-
ny to the confidence which the
public have in their working.
By undertaking the foreign
exchange business, our banks
render considerable help in
promoting exports. An occa-
sional appearance of a black

sheep in the sphere of bank-
ing, as in any other sphere,
does not detract from the
value of the service which the
banks as a whole are render-
ing to the country. What is
regrettable is that though the
Reserve Bank is invested with
extensive powers to prevent
malpractices, in one or two
cases it failed to exercise them
to protect the interests of the
depositors as well as share-
holders. Ninety-five per cent
of bank advances in India are
secured loans. The correspon-
ding figures for the USA, is
only thirty per cent. 

India’s crude oil trade has evolved from a pure-
ly economic exchange into both a geopolitical
test of strategic autonomy and a measure of
the constraints in its energy policy. Over the
past three years, India has gone from being a
marginal buyer of Russian crude to one of its
largest importers, carefully balancing ties with
the US, Europe, and shifting global energy mar-
kets. That balance is now under pressure from
Donald Trump’s 50 per cent tariff offensive,
aimed selectively at India and leaving little
ambiguity about his objectives—and in Trump’s
world, what he wants, he usually gets. Yet the
national debate has taken too many assump-
tions for granted. It is worth applying a decon-
struction approach to India’s famous oil bar-
gains with Russia—a decision once hailed as
tactical brilliance, but one now risking entan-
glement in overlapping economic and diplo-
matic challenges. While public commentary
has focused heavily on Trump, tariffs, and New
Delhi’s indignation, the more pressing task is to
interrogate the rationale behind these choices.
To navigate the road ahead, India must revisit
three fundamentals: why it embraced Russian
oil, how it misread Trump’s European recalibra-
tion, and where future India–Russia energy
engagement should head. Clarity on these
three points may well define the next chapter
of India’s energy strategy. Despite close politi-
cal ties and deep defence cooperation, India
and Russia were never bound by energy
dependence. Even with India’s heavy reliance
on imports—currently 88 per cent of its daily
crude requirement of 5.5 million barrels—its
primary suppliers have traditionally been Gulf
countries. The earlier chapter of India capitu-
lating to Trump 1.0’s sanctions on Iran and
Venezuela is well known; today, however, the
challenge is starker. Russia entered India’s ener-
gy equation only after the geopolitical earth-
quake of President Vladimir Putin’s invasion of
Ukraine. That act shattered the European order
painstakingly built since the Second World War
and crystallised after the Soviet Union’s col-
lapse. Central to this upheaval was Putin’s
weaponization of energy: Europe’s decades-
long dependence on cheap Russian oil and gas
became a vulnerability. In response, Europe
diversified away from Russia, while the G7
imposed a $60 per-barrel price cap on Russian
crude in December 2022. The logic was clear:
as one of the world’s top three oil producers,
Russia could not be cut off overnight. The aim
was instead to squeeze Moscow’s revenues,
which were funding its war machine, while
keeping prices stable and securing alternative
supplies for Europe. India saw opportunity in
this upheaval. With vast import needs, it began
rerouting Russian oil at supposedly lower
prices, rejecting G7 sanctions and arranging
direct and indirect deals through intermedi-
aries. Early reports spoke of a “free on board”
discount of 30 per cent, though never con-
firmed. 
Brent crude fell from $86.51 in January 2022 to
$80.92 in December, peaking briefly at about
$90 in June 2023 before sliding again. While
some credit India’s purchases with stabilising
prices, Russian oil for India almost always
remained way above the $60 price cap. The
critical question is whether India ever bought
below that threshold. Reports suggest an aver-
age discount of only $5 per barrel—hardly
transformative—and potentially offset by hid-
den costs and surcharges. Even so, large vol-
umes (peaking at over 2 million barrels per day
before dropping to 1.5 million) meant cumula-
tive savings. But if cheap oil was the goal,
why not join or informally align
with the price cap, securing
crude closer to $60 without
the complications of shadow
fleets and sanctions risks?

Late one night in 1978, in a
nation illuminated by the end
of the Emergency, police
dragged Ghulam Nabi Patel
out of his home in Srinagar’s
Batamaloo, and into the city’s
Central Jail. Leviathan still
cast a long shadow in this
corner of the republic, it
became clear. The head of
the Kashmir Motor Drivers
Association, it later emerged,
had campaigned for the
Janata Party in the just-con-
cluded elections. This action
enraged then-Prime Minister
Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah
enough to make the trade
union leader the first victim
of Kashmir’s just-legislated
preventive detention law, the
Public Safety Act.  The High
Court ordered Ghulam Nabi’s
release, but that wasn’t quite
the end of the story. In 2018,
the elderly politician, battling
cancer and on a trip home to
arrange his daughter’s wed-
ding, was shot dead by ter-
rorists. This time, the parties
he’d served for decades —
the Congress and the
People’s Democratic Party —
denied their association with
him, so they would not have
to condemn the assassins. A
last bit of the story remains.
In 2020, Ghulam Nabi’s chil-
dren were served notice by
the government, ordering
them to vacate the premises
they were provided to pro-
tect them from terrorist
attack. This week, the
Supreme Court is scheduled
to resume hearing petitions
seeking the restoration of
Jammu and Kashmir’s state-
hood, an issue it elided over
after 32 paragraphs of ele-
gant prose, in return for a
promise from the Solicitor
General. The decision to hear

the issue is an important one,
but it also evades a critical
issue. The demotion of
Kashmir to a Union territory
isn’t the only issue that needs
to be discussed, as India
moves forward to reimagine
its constitutional relationship
with the once-was-a-state.
Kashmir has never been, in
any sense of the world,
allowed to be a normal state,
with normal politicians and
normal citizens.  The state
might have been the first to
get rural radio sets, scholar
Navnita Chadha Behera
notes, but authorities were
careful to disable their tuners
with wire, so as to ensure
only Radio Kashmir could be
heard. There were elections
to a constituent Assembly in
1951, true, but politician
Syed Mir Qasim observed
notices posted on walls,
ordering people not to dis-
cuss politics. Thus, Kashmir
was bound to the republic
with terror and blood, not
ideas or culture. For this, the
long jihad Pakistan unleashed
against Kashmir in 1947-
1948, and has since contin-
ued without interruption,
must be held responsible.
Like many other regions in
India, from the adivasi heart-
lands in central India to parts
of the Northeast, democracy

has struggled to grow in
exceptionally harsh condi-
tions. All blame, though,
does not lie across the Line of
Control. Elections that served
to undermine democracy, the
state-enabled subversion of
the political system through
corruption, the use of coer-
cion unconstrained by law:
All these, the story of Ghulam
Nabi Patel should remind us,
were Indian inventions.
Today, the challenge isn’t just
to restore statehood in
Kashmir. The task Indians
need to embrace is to build a
state that is Indian, an unre-
markable part of our repub-
lic. Eighty years ago, Prime
Minister Abdullah had prom-
ised that a utopia would be
built from the ruins of
Partition and war. The Naya
Kashmir manifesto — which,
Andrew Whitehead reminds
us, liberally helped itself to
text from the 1936 constitu-
tion of the Soviet Union —
held out promises to redis-
tribute feudal landholdings
to the peasants, to uphold
the rights of women, and
introduce universal access to
healthcare and education.
The communist couple Freda
Houlston and her husband
Baba Pyare Lal Bedi wrote
the manifesto with
Abdullah’s encouragement,

though it is unclear if his
commitment to communism
was ever serious. To the
great Kashmiri poet Ghulam
Ahmad Mahjoor, it seemed
Abdullah was leading the
region out of the darkness:
“The ranges of the mountains
shall yield gold,” he gushed,
“Pearls shall emerge out of
the Wular lake.” Less than
five years after
Independence, though, the
poet had encountered disillu-
sionment. The reality of ‘New
Kashmir’, it turned out, was
one-party authoritarianism,
electoral malpractice, and
communalism. “Freedom
being of heavenly birth, can’t
move from door to door,” he
avidly wrote, “You’ll find her
camping in the homes of a
chosen few alone.” How did
this come about? The story
has something to do with bad
luck, scholar Aijaz Ashraf
Wani has written, in an excel-
lent survey of the roots of
misadministration in Kashmir.
Two successive bad harvests,
in 1949-1950 and 1950-1951,
created enormous rural dis-
content. Forced levies of
crops from farmers, imposed
in a desperate effort to stave
off famine, sharpened the
resentment, while shortages
of food in the cities grew to
alarming levels. The National
Conference succeeded in
dominating the Constituent
Assembly, winning all 75
seats in the 1951 elections.
This was only possible,
though, because 45 out of 49
candidates of the Hindu-
nationalist Praja Parishad
party were barred from con-
testing, mainly on frivolous
technical grounds, Behera
has observed. The media was
muzzled, and opponents

were intimidated and impris-
oned. Less than five years
later, though, the relation-
ship between Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru and
Abdullah had begun to break
down. The Praja Parishad,
denied electoral space, start-
ed a mass movement seeking
the full integration of
Kashmir into India. Abdullah,
in a 10 April 1952 speech in
RS Pura, suggested it was
becoming impossible to
“convince the Muslims of
Kashmir that India does not
intend to swallow them up.”
The threat of war with
Pakistan was alive, Nehru
could not countenance this
rebellion. “I am afraid
Kashmir is heading in an
adverse direction,” Nehru
warned in a 28 June 1953 let-
ter.  The new regime of Prime
Minister Bakshi Ghulam
Mohammad came to power
on the back of a unanimous
vote of confidence from
Jammu & Kashmir’s
Constituent Assembly, many
of whose members were
released from prison that
very day. Early in 1954, the
Union government restricted
Kashmir’s special status by
passing constitutional
amendments that cut back
the state’s autonomy. Long
before Kashmir’s special sta-
tus ended, 260 of the 395
Articles in the Indian
Constitution were already
applicable in Jammu &
Kashmir; the remaining 135
were identical provisions
found in the Constitution of
Jammu and Kashmir.  Like his
predecessor and incarcerated
friend Abdullah, Bakshi
hoped development would
subsume the urge for politi-
cal agency and dialogue. 

The deadly flash floods and land-
slides in Uttarkashi on 5 August, in
which 16 people were killed, high-
light the problems of illegal riverbank
constructions and inadequate warn-
ing systems. Videos of submerged vil-
lages, ravaging floods sweeping up
buildings and cars in their tide, and
stranded people have become an
almost annual occurrence now in the
Himalayan region. Dharali’s floods
struck in the absence of any weather
warning, and authorities are still con-
fused about the actual cause. While
the Uttarakhand State Disaster
Management Authority called it a
cloudburst, the India Meteorological
Department could not confirm it
with the available data. Uttarkashi
district recorded 12.7 cm of rain in 8
hours on 5 August; it is still lower
than districts such as Haridwar and
Dehradun, which got 15-30 cm of
rain on the same day.  In a state that
sees frequent cloudbursts and floods
during the monsoon, and has been
explicitly marked as a ‘high vulnera-
bility zone’ for landslides by the
National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA), the damage from
the Dharali floods is not merely
nature’s fault. The blame also rests
squarely on building norms, mass
road construction and mining proj-
ects, and other anthropogenic activi-
ties that have exacerbated
Uttarakhand’s fragility. The floods
should be another wake-up call for
the IMD and the NDMA to buck up
and ensure the safety of people and
ecology in the Himalayas. Dharali is a
small hamlet 2,680 metres above sea
level, situated 18 km from Gangotri,
and is a common stopover for
tourists and pilgrims going to one of
the Char Dhams of Uttarakhand. It is
dotted with hotels, restaurants, and
homes built precariously close to the
banks of the Kheerganga River that
runs through the village.  On Tuesday
afternoon, a barrage of water
descended upon the village and

damaged houses, roads, and the one
bridge connecting Dharali and
Hershil, another area affected by the
landslide. Satellite images from ISRO
now show that deposits of mud and
sediments from the floods cover all
of the village. Alongside civilian set-
tlements, an Army camp near Hershil
too was impacted by the floods,
although the number of people miss-
ing there hasn’t been reported. The
IMD had issued warnings of heavy to
extremely heavy rainfall in all of
Uttarakhand, including the
Uttarkashi district, from 1 August
onwards. But compared to other dis-
tricts, Uttarkashi’s rainfall during this
monsoon was still pretty low. From 1
to 5 August, Uttarkashi’s recorded
rainfall was 6 percent lower than the
average rainfall it gets during this
period. Over the monsoon season so
far this year in the state, Uttarkashi
has recorded 7 per cent lower rainfall
than average. If there was indeed a
cloudburst—100 mm of rain falling in
one hour in a small area—then the
IMD is not aware of it. The closest
Automatic Weather System (AWS)
station that could record this cloud-
burst is 7 km from Dharali, and it did
not catch a cloudburst. But experts
say that even without a cloudburst,
the possibility of heavy rainfall.
causing this disaster is not unfound-

ed. Dharali’s location and slope
explain it. “The ‘cloudburst’ may
have happened much higher at
12,000 ft above sea level, and Dharali
is at 8,000 ft. Even this slope of 4,000
ft makes a huge difference to the
intensity of the water flow,” Mahesh
Palawat, vice president of meteorol-
ogy and climate change at SkyMet
Weather, told ThePrint. “The canal is
very narrow, and a lot of trees and
mud could have been uprooted and
swept along with the water.” If
extremely heavy rainfall can cause
such damage without a rare event
like a cloudburst, it should leave the
system working toward .

Dharali floods a wake-up call 

for IMD, NDMA to buck up 
If Sheikh Hasina had her way,
Muhammad Yunus would have been
dunked into the Padma River by now.
Not once but twice. But it has been a
year since the ousted Bangladeshi
prime minister hasn’t had her way. In
that time, not only has Yunus avoid-
ed a plunge into the Padma, but also
dashed Hasina’s dreams of returning
to Bangladesh, all while sitting pretty
in the chair she was forced to vacate.
In the one year since Yunus took over
as the caretaker to the interim gov-
ernment of Bangladesh on 8 August
2024, the accidental politician has
proved himself a consummate one.
Detractors who had claimed he
won’t last three months are now
worried if he will even vacate his
chair. Not only has Yunus deftly navi-
gated the choppy waters of
Bangladeshi politics, he has even
turned foes into friends. Plunged into
chaos after Hasina’s hasty exit on 5
August 2024, Bangladesh, though, is
in desperate need of a statesman.
There has been no love lost between
Sheikh Hasina and Muhammad

Yunus, much before the latter
replaced the former as Bangladesh’s
premier last year. On 18 May 2022,
Hasina had allegedly said, “He
(Yunus) stopped funding for a project
like the Padma Bridge because of one
managing director post. He should
be given two dunks in the Padma
River, but lifted up so he doesn’t die.
Then maybe he will learn a lesson.”
Hasina had said this while blaming
Nobel Peace Prize winner, economist
Dr Muhammad Yunus, for blocking
the World Bank’s funding of the
Padma bridge project.  That’s not all.
As recently as 1 January 2024, a court
in Bangladesh had sentenced the
Nobel laureate to six months in jail
for violating Bangladesh’s labour
laws. Yunus’ supporters said the case
was politically motivated. The
acclaimed economist and three col-
leagues from Grameen Telecom—
one of the firms Yunus founded—
were found guilty of failing to create
a welfare fund for their workers. I call
for the Bangladeshi people to speak
in one voice against injustice .

Good politician, bad statesman — what

Muhammad Yunus’ one year in power reveals

Buying Russian oil, misreading

Trump—3 points will define

India’s next energy strategy

Bank nationalisation will be a blow to India’s mixed

economy, lead to totalitarianism: Phiroze Shroff

Restoring J&K’s statehood won’t be enough.

Kashmiris need to be treated like other Indians
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Etah

Senior BJP leader and Chairman of the Cooperative Purchase
and Sale Committee, Nagendra Pratap Singh Rahul Bana, met
senior ministers in the state capital Lucknow to seek solutions
to major issues concerning healthcare, higher education, trans-
port and administrative infrastructure in the Jalesar region.
During his visit, Rahul Bana met Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya and Deputy Chief Minister Brajesh
Pathak. He also held discussions with former Deputy Chief
Minister Dr. Dinesh Sharma and Transport Minister and BJP
General Secretary (Organisation) Dharmapal Singh, submitting
memoranda related to issues under their respective depart-
ments. While briefing Deputy Chief Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya, the BJP leader highlighted several pressing problems
of the Jalesar Assembly constituency. He demanded that
important roads in the region be made pothole-free and urged
that the BJP Mandal Headquarters at Nuhkheda be declared a
new Development Block of Etah district. In a memorandum
submitted to Deputy Chief Minister Brajesh Pathak, Rahul
Bana requested the installation of an ultrasound machine at the
Community Health Centre (CHC), Jalesar and the opening of a
government hospital in Banbaripur village to strengthen local
healthcare facilities. Similarly, in a representation to Transport
Minister Dharmapal Singh, he demanded the introduction of
electric bus services from Jalesar to Aligarh and Jalesar to
Agra, along with the regular operation of Roadways buses on
the Jalesar–Etah route to improve public transportation connec-
tivity. The ministers and the BJP General Secretary
(Organisation) assured that the issues raised would be
addressed at the earliest. This initiative has raised hopes among
local residents for significant improvements in healthcare,
transport and other basic amenities in the Jalesar region.

BJP Leader Meets Ministers in
Lucknow to Raise Key Issues of

Jalesar Region

Lucknow 

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath provided
relief to people shivering in the
severe cold wave at the night
shelter set up in the Town Hall,
providing them with blankets
and food packets and inquiring
about their well-being. He gave
chocolates to small children
and the children were over-
joyed. He urged people not to
sleep outside on the streets
under the open sky during the
cold. Night shelterHe said that
they should never sleep outside
on the road under the open sky
in the cold. The night shelter
has been built for you people
only. He inquired about the
arrangements from the people
taking shelter in the night shel-

ter and asked if there were any
shortcomings? 
Expressing satisfaction with
the arrangements made by the
administration in the night
shelter, the people said that
everything is fine. Along with
getting bedding to spread and

enough blankets to cover them-
selves, there is also proper
arrangement of bonfire etc. for
warmth.   Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, while instructing
the officials present on the
spot, said that in view of the
extreme cold, it should be

ensured that no one is allowed
to stay on the roadside or in
the open at night. Such poor
and helpless people should be
asked to stay in night shelters.
In the night shelters, proper
arrangements for cleanliness,
toilets, lighting, bedding, etc.,
along with bonfires, should be
ensured under all circum-
stances.During this time, along
with the Chief Minister, State
Minister (Independent Charge)
for Stamp and Court
Registration Fee, Ravindra
Jaiswal, State Minister
(Independent Charge) for
AYUSH and Food Security, Dr.
Dayashankar Mishra 'Dayalu',
former Minister and MLA Dr.
Neelkanth Tiwari, 
MLC Hansraj Vishwakarma,
MLC Dharmendra Rai, MLA
Saurabh Srivastava etc.

Gazipur

The annual festival program
"Darpan" of Gramya Bharti
PM Shikshalaya, Nandganj,
Ghazipur, concluded grand-
ly. The program was inaugu-
rated by chief guest Rajya
Sabha MP Dr. Sangeeta
Balwant and special guests
Additional Superintendent of
Police Ambedkar Nagar
Shyam Dev, District
Panchayat President Sapna
Singh, Krishna Bihari Rai
and Bhanu Pratap Singh
with the lighting of the
lamp. The guests offered flo-
ral tributes to Goddess
Saraswati and the portrait of
the school founder, former
Member of the Legislative
Council, Prof. Babulal
Balwant. Students presented
various cultural performanc-
es. The little children of
Nursery class presented a
captivating dance on the
song "Aha Tamatar Bade

Mazedar" (Oh, Tomatoes are
so delicious). The main
attractions included a dance
performance on Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, a dance
performance based on the
success of Chandrayaan-3
and a play presented on the
birth anniversary of Rajmata
Ahilyabai Holkar, which
mesmerized the audience.
The play "Padmavati ka
Jauhar" presented during the
annual festival brought tears
to the eyes of the audience.
In addition, children present-
ed heartfelt programs such
as "Grandparents, Welcome

to School," a dowry song, a
Holi song and "One day the
value of this soil will be
gone." Special guest Shyam
Dev provided inspirational
guidance to the children for
building their bright future.
The program was conducted
by school teacher Anchal
Gupta and students Yashvi
Rai and Mayank Raj. The
guests were welcomed by
the school manager Sarojini
Devi and Principal Prava
Bind. The vote of thanks
was given by the school
Vice-Principal Vineet Kumar
Sharma.

Lucknow 

Bharat Ratan Former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee was an enemy of
politics. He had no political
enemies. They lived in the
hearts of the people. He has
connections with every
household in Lucknow. His
memories are inscribed on
the psyche of every Indian.
This is what the state deputy
CM Brajesh Pathak says. He
was addressing the Atal
Smriti Sammelan at the
auditorium of the municipal
corporation on Saturday.
Speaking at a function
organized under the birth
centenary celebrations of
revered Pandit Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, Deputy CM
Brajesh Pathak said that Atal
was the pioneer of poor wel-
fare and good governance in
Lucknow.  Lucknow resi-
dents constantly see Atal as
the guardian of their family.
In politics and social life,
Atal has drawn the line,
every politician wants to
reach there. Atal was an
enemy of politics. The oppo-
sition also respected his
words.  Despite having ideo-

logical differences, they
maintained social unity.  His
acceptance was not only in
India but also in other coun-
tries. The Deputy CM said
that Atal was an advocate of
Sanatan Dharma. People of
other ideologies also took
his words easily. He was a
poet, journalist and politi-
cian. He had no prejudice
against anyone.NDA formed
and gave the country a bet-
ter government: Deputy CM
Brajesh Pathak said that Atal
took the country forward by
uniting several parties. The
NDA was formed by gather-
ing several parties. Despite
various ideological differ-
ences, he worked to give the
country a better government.
Deputy CM Brajesh Pathak
said that when Atal was
studying with his father in

Gwalior as a teenager, he
started writing against the
slave culture of the British
through poetry. 
The local police complained
to his father. The police said
your son was acting against
the British rule. His father
sent him to Agra. Even after
that, Atal did not stop writ-
ing. He worked to free the
country from English culture
and the British.  wrote
poems. We are all working
to move the country and
society forward by follow-
ing his ideals. 

The Modi govern-
ment at the Center is making
schemes keeping in mind all
sections of the society. Plans
being delivered to charac-
ters.  Plans are being moni-
tored.Mayor Sushma
Kharkwal.

Atal Bihari Vajpayee was the

enemy of politics: Brajesh Pathak

Touch With World
Vaibhav Pachauri
Etah

As per the directions of District
Magistrate Prem Ranjan Singh, the
Digital Crop Survey under the
Agri-Stat Scheme will commence
in Etah district from January 5 and
is scheduled to be completed by
February 15, 2026. Under this
large-scale survey, a total of
6,38,177 agricultural plots across
the district three tehsils will be sur-
veyed, covering 788 villages.
Providing details, Deputy Director
of Agriculture Sumit Kumar stated
that as per the tehsil-wise targets,
3,38,256 plots will be surveyed in
Etah tehsil, 1,81,849 plots in
Aliganj tehsil and approximately
1,18,072 plots in Jalesar tehsil. He
informed that IDs have already
been created for all surveyors and
plot-wise allocations have been
completed. Each surveyor will sur-
vey around 3,000 plots and the
data collected will be used for agri-
cultural policy formulation and
effective implementation of gov-
ernment schemes. Prior to the
launch of the digital crop survey,
all surveyors are being provided
with necessary training. 
Training sessions have already
been conducted in Etah and Aliganj
tehsils, while training in Jalesar
tehsil will be completed tomorrow. 
The administration is ensuring that
all surveyors are fully trained
before January 5.The Deputy

Director of Agriculture further
informed that continuous efforts
are being made to raise awareness
among farmers regarding Farmer
Registry. So far 1,91,836 farmers
in the district have completed their
registration, while as per the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman
Nidhi Scheme, a total of 2,38,678
farmers are required to be regis-
tered. Thus, registration of approxi-
mately 46,842 farmers is still pend-
ing.He clarified that Farmer
Registry is not limited only to PM
Kisan beneficiaries, but is manda-
tory for all farmers engaged in
agricultural activities. Farmers fac-
ing issues related to Aadhaar and
land record (Khatauni) name mis-
matches are advised to get their
records corrected and complete
KYC at Jan Seva Kendras to
ensure successful registration.
Officials and staff from the
Agriculture Department, Revenue
Department and Rural
Development Department are con-
tinuously working in the field to
facilitate farmer registration. In
case of any inconvenience, farmers
may contact agriculture department
staff, concerned lekhpal, panchayat
assistant or their nearest Jan Seva
Kendra. District Magistrate Prem
Ranjan Singh is regularly review-
ing the progress and has directed
all field personnel to ensure that
Farmer
Registry of all eligible farmers in
the district is completed at the ear-
liest.

Lucknow 

Aam Aadmi Party will take to

the streets to fight for employ-

ment and social justice:

Sanjay SinghTouch With

WorldSachin MalikThe Aam

Aadmi Party has announced a

decisive fight against unem-

ployment, paper leaks, reser-

vation scams and increasing

social discrimination in Uttar

Pradesh. Will do. The march

will be taken out on a route of

about 90-100 km from

Shaheed Udyan in Mirzapur

to Sarnath in Kashi-Varanasi.

He said the party has a clear

objective—to provide jobs to

the youth, constitutional jus-

tice to the underprivileged

and make the government

accountable to the people.

Sanjay Singh said that to join

the yatra, give a missed call to

7500040004 or call mobile

number 8588841358.AAP

MP Sanjay Singh said in a

press conference that an

organized game is going on in

the name of employment in

Uttar Pradesh. “Sometimes a

paper leak, sometimes a stay

from the High Court, some-

times the government appeals

to the Supreme Court—the

result is that the youth is wan-

dering from door to door with

files in hand and dreams in

his eyes.” He said that the

future of the youth has been

ruined by repeatedly causing

irregularities in examinations

like Lekhpal, Daroga, Sipahi,

PCS-J.Sanjay Singh alleged

that the constitutional reserva-

tion of OBC, SC and ST was

weakened in a planned man-

ner in the recruitment

processes.  "69,000 teacher

recruitment, Banda

University, Lakhimpur

Cooperative Bank or

Livestock Department- every-

where the right of reservation

was robbed. This reservation

is not the gift of the BJP, it is

the right of the Constitution

and this right is being

crushed." He clarified that the

issue of social justice is cen-

tral because jobs and

respect—both are being taken

away.He said that the inci-

dents of social humiliation

have also increased in the

state—sometimes an elderly

person is humiliated by lick-

ing urine, sometimes a story-

teller is cut off because he

belongs to a backward caste

and sometimes a CRPF per-

sonnel is prevented from

mounting a horse.  “This has

become the picture of Uttar

Pradesh and this is the

Padyatra to change this pic-

ture.”Sanjay Singh said that

the voice of the weavers suf-

fering from unemployment,

street vendors whose shops

were bulldozed, ASHA-

Bahus, Anganwadi workers,

employment workers, educa-

tors, employees struggling for

regularization and pension

will become the voice of

every class who are fighting

for their rights. He appealed

to the people to join the

movement and put pressure

on the government to provide

jobs.He said that the Aam

Aadmi Party works wherever

it is in power and wherever it

is in opposition, it fights the

people fight from the streets

to Parliament. “Preparatory

meetings have already been

held in Kashi province and

we are confident that like the

first two phases, this third

phase will also be historic.”

Sanjay Singh said that to join

the yatra.

Mirzapur

Under the Rashtriya

Krishi Vikas Yojana

(RKVY), the Faculty of

Veterinary and Animal

Sciences (FVAS), Banaras

Hindu University (BHU),

Rajiv Gandhi South

Campus (RGSC),

Barkachha, Mirzapur is

implementing a focused

project for the conserva-

tion and genetic improve-

ment of indigenous

Gangatiri and Sahiwal cat-

tle. Marking a noteworthy

beginning to the New Year

2026 an indigenous surro-

gate cow at the FVAS

dairy farm delivered a

healthy female Sahiwal

calf weighing 26.4 kg on

January 1, 2026, through

embryo transfer using sex-

sorted semen. This

achievement represents

the sixth successful birth

of a Sahiwal calf under

the project and reflects the

steady progress being

made in the field of

advanced cattle reproduc-

tive technologies at BHU.

The successful birth of the

calf on the very first day

of the New Year under-

scores the effective appli-

cation of assisted repro-

ductive technologies and

the growing scientific

capability of the Faculty

of Veterinary and Animal

Sciences.The newborn calf

was visited by the Dean,

Faculty of Veterinary and

Animal Sciences, Prof.

Amit Raj Gupta and the

Professor In-Charge,

RGSC, Prof. B. M.N.

Kumar, who reviewed

farm management prac-

tices and encouraged the

team involved in the pro-

gramme. Prof. U.P. Singh,

Director of the Institute of

Agricultural Sciences also

appreciated the faculty

continued achievements

and commitment towards

the conservation of indige-

nous cattle breeds.The

project is being imple-

mented under the leader-

ship of Dr. Manish Kumar

(Principal Investigator)

with Dr. Kaustubh Kishor

Saraf and Dr. Ajeet Singh

serving as Co-Principal

Investigators. The faculty

is progressively advancing

towards the adoption of

next-generation reproduc-

tive technologies, includ-

ing ovum pick-up (OPU)

and in-vitro embryo pro-

duction (IVEP) to further

accelerate the conserva-

tion and genetic enhance-

ment of indigenous cattle

breeds. The systematic

extension of these tech-

nologies to dairy farmers

in the Vindhyan region is

role in strengthening sus-

tainable dairy farming,

improving rural incomes

and supporting national

objectives of food and

nutritional security, in

consonance with the

vision of Atmanirbhar

Bharat.

Etah

Under the directions of Senior Superintendent of Police

(SSP) Etah, Shyam Narayan Singh a training programme

was organised on Saturday at the multipurpose hall of

the Police Lines to ensure the successful and effective

functioning of Mission Shakti Centres. As part of the

programme,

all officers

and staff

deployed at

Mission

Shakti

Centres of

the Nagar

Circle, Sadar

Circle and

Saket Circle

were shown 21 training videos uploaded on the i-GOT

portal, covering the Standard Operating Procedures

(SOP). The training focused on the objectives and opera-

tional framework of Mission Shakti, along with key

aspects related to women and child safety with the aim

of making the functioning of the centres more efficient,

sensitive and responsive.During the session, detailed

guidance was provided on the roles and responsibilities

of personnel, coordination mechanisms and best practices

to ensure timely assistance and protection for women and

children. The programme was attended by Additional

Superintendent of Police (Crime) Etah Yogendra Singh,

Traffic Circle Officer Sanjay Singh, Mission Shakti

Centre in-charges, staff of the Women and Child Safety

Organisation, and other police officers and personnel.

The training programme was described as a significant

step towards achieving the objectives of the Mission

Shakti campaign and strengthening institutional support

for women safety in the district.

BHU Records Continued Progress in

Indigenous Cattle Improvement Through

MOET and Sex-Sorted Semen Technology

Police Personnel Trained
for Effective Functioning of

Mission Shakti Centres

Proper arrangements for bedding and bonfires etc.

should be ensured in night shelters: Yogi Adityanath

Unemployed, deprived and humiliated—

every class will become the voice of

“Employment Do Social Justice Do” march

Children give captivating dance and drama

performances at the annual festival

Digital Crop Survey to

Commence from January 5, to

be Completed by February 15
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