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New Delhi

Amid protests from the
opposition in the Lok
Sabha on Tuesday, the
'G Ram Ji' Bill, related
to changes in the
Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Act (MNREGA), was
introduced. The oppo-
sition protested against
the bill, objecting to
the removal of
Mahatma Gandhi's
name from the scheme.
Most members request-
ed that the bill be sent
to the Standing
Committee of the
House. Union Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
introduced the
Developed India -
Employment and
Livelihood Mission
(Rural) Guarantee:
(Developed India - G
Ram Ji) Bill, 2025.
This bill will establish
a rural development
framework aligned
with the national vision
of Developed India

@2047. It will provide
a legal guarantee of
125 days of employ-
ment to every rural
household in each
financial year. An adult
member of the family
will be given unskilled
work as per their pref-
erence.Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said

that Mahatma Gandhi
resides in the hearts of
the people of the coun-
try, and he and Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyaya
had given the vision of
welfare for the poorest
of the poor
(Antyodaya). In the
bill, the government
has provisioned for 125

days of employment
guarantee instead of
100 days, for which an
amount of Rs. 1,51,282
crore has been allocat-
ed. He asked the oppo-
sition whether chang-
ing the name of the
Jawahar Rozgar Yojana

There was a huge uproar in
Parliament over ''V.B.G. Ram''

New Delhi

There is good news on
the unemployment
front. The unemploy-
ment rate among indi-
viduals aged 15 years
and above in India fell
to 4.7 percent in
November, the lowest
level since April. This
is down from 5.2 per-
cent in October. A
steady and broad-based

decline in the unem-
ployment rate has been
observed among men,
women, and the overall
population during the

April-November peri-
od.The Ministry of
Statistics and
Programme
Implementation

released the data on
Tuesday. The data
shows a significant
decline in the unem-
ployment rate for both
men and women aged
15 years and above in
November. The rural
unemployment rate fell
to a new low of 3.9
percent. Similarly, the
urban unemployment
rate declined to 6.5 per-
cent, matching its pre-

vious lowest level
recorded in April. The
overall unemployment
rate in April was 5.1
percent.

According to
the ministry, these
trends indicate a
strengthening of labor
market conditions, sup-
ported by increased
rural employment,
higher female partici-
pation, and a gradual

improvement in urban
labor demand.
According to the min-
istry, the unemploy-
ment rate among
women fell to 4.8 per-
cent in November,
down from 5.4 percent
in October. This
decline was due to a
decrease in the unem-
ployment rate for
women in both rural
and urban areas. 

Unemployment rate: Fell to a seven-month low in November

New Delhi

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is cur-
rently on a visit to
Jordan, where he reiter-
ated India's zero-toler-
ance policy against ter-
rorism. Meanwhile,
Secretary (South) in the
Ministry of External
Affairs, Dr. Neena
Malhotra, emphasized
the significance of PM
Modi's visit to Jordan.
She stated that the visit
coincides with the 75th
anniversary of diplo-
matic relations between
the two countries. She
added that this is the
first full-fledged bilater-
al visit by an Indian
Prime Minister to
Jordan in 37 years. PM
Modi and King
Abdullah II of Jordan

also addressed the
India-Jordan Business
Forum, which was
attended by leading
business figures from
both countries. During
the visit, several agree-
ments and MoUs were
signed between the two
countries in areas such
as energy, digital tech-
nology, water manage-
ment, culture, and peo-
ple-to-people
contact.AdvertisementA
lso Read: 'Attackers,
father and son, went to
Manila on Indian pass-
ports...', Philippines'
claim on Bondi Beach
attackIndia-Jordan's
shared stance on
terrorismSpeaking to
reporters, Dr. Malhotra
said that Jordan sup-
ported India's fight
against terrorism.

PM visit to Jordan: Both
countries share a com-

mon stance on terrorism

New Delhi

The Indian Air Force is
soon to receive the
remaining 3 Apache
AH-64 attack helicop-
ters from the US.
Simultaneously, the
Indian Navy is set to
induct the MH-60R
Seahawk helicopters
into its squadron this
week.The arrival of

these helicopters will
significantly enhance
the capabilities of the
Indian Air Force and
Navy. The Army and
Air Force also expect
to begin receiving 156
indigenously developed
Light Combat
Helicopters from 2028
onwards.1000 New
Helicopters to Join the
ArmyOver the next 10-

15 years, the Indian
Army requires more
than 1000 helicopters
of various types. These
will replace the
Cheetah and Chetak
helicopters currently in
service. This includes
484 light helicopters
weighing up to 3.5
tons, and 419 helicop-
ters weighing 10-15
tons, capable of per-

forming a variety of
roles. According to a
defense official, the 3
Apache gunships can
destroy tanks from the
air. They will be
equipped with air-to-air
missiles, air-to-ground
missiles, as well as
guns and rockets. This
consignment of heli-
copters will arrive in
India shortly.

Ayodhya

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath arrived in
Ayodhya on a one-day
visit on Tuesday. Upon
his arrival in Ayodhya,
the Chief Minister was
warmly welcomed by
the mayor, public repre-
sentatives, and leaders
of the Bharatiya Janata
Party. The Chief
Minister first arrived at
Maharishi Valmiki
International Airport in
the morning. From
there, he went directly to

Hanumangarhi and
offered prayers at the
shrine of Sankatmochan
Hanuman. After the dar-
shan and prayers, the
Chief Minister accepted
the greetings of the gen-
eral public present. After
this, Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath reached the
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
temple. 
He bowed his head at
the feet of Shri Ramlala,
expressing his devotion,
and performed the ritu-
als of worship. Amidst
the spiritual atmosphere

in the temple complex,
the Chief Minister
prayed for the prosperity
and welfare of the
state.There was special
enthusiasm in Ayodhya
regarding the Chief
Minister's visit.
Devotees and local citi-
zens welcomed the
Chief Minister. Public
representatives also said
that under the leadership
of the Chief Minister,
Ayodhya's overall devel-
opment and religious
tourism have received a
new identity.

New Delhi

The Election
Commission on
Tuesday published the
draft voter list for West
Bengal based on cen-
sus feedback. The
Commission also pub-
lished on its website
the names of voters
who were included in
the 2025 voter list but
have been removed
from the 2026 draft
list, along with the rea-
sons for the removal.
Elections for the 294
seats of the West
Bengal Assembly are
scheduled to be held
early next year, further

fueling political divi-
sions. The draft list can
be viewed on the offi-
cial website of the
Chief Electoral Officer
of West Bengal, or on
the Election
Commission's voter
portal and application.
The list of deleted vot-
ers is available on the

Commission's portal
link.Over 5.8 million
people failed to submit
SIR census
formsAccording to
Commission sources,
the number of people
who failed to submit
SIR census forms is
over 5.8 million. These
voters were removed

on grounds such as
being absent from their
registered address, per-
manently relocating,
death, or being a dupli-
cate voter in more than
one constituency.Over
2.4 million voters
declared deadMore
than 2.4 million voters
have been declared
dead. More than 1.2
million voters could
not be located at their
registered addresses.
Additionally, approxi-
mately 2 million voters
have permanently relo-
cated from their previ-
ous constituencies, and
138,000 voters have
been registered twice.

New Delhi

On the occasion of
Vijay Diwas, President
Droupadi Murmu
inaugurated the Param
Vir Gallery at
Rashtrapati Bhavan on
Tuesday. This gallery
displays portraits of all
21 heroes who have
been awarded the
Param Vir Chakra, the
country's highest mili-
tary honor. Defence
Minister Rajnath
Singh, Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS)

General Anil Chauhan,
Chief of Army Staff
General Upendra
Dwivedi, Chief of Air
Staff Air Chief
Marshal A.P. Singh,
and Chief of Naval
Staff Admiral Dinesh
K. Tripathi, along with
other dignitaries, were
present on the occa-
sion. 

President Murmu inau-
gurated the 'Param Vir
Gallery' on Vijay Diwas

New Delhi

In the Rajya Sabha,
Union Health Minister
JP Nadda discussed
several issues one by
one. During this time,
he clarified the central
government's stance on
all matters, from elec-
toral reforms to the
allegations leveled by
the opposition. Nadda
also strongly criticized
the Congress party
regarding allegations of
'vote theft and tamper-
ing with EVMs' and
accused the Congress of
misleading the country

regarding the Election
Commission and
EVMs. He said that for
a long time, the work of
the Commission was
controlled by a party
run by a single family,
but no questions were
ever raised about it.

'The Election Commission was

under the control of one family

for a long time,' JP Nadda

New Delhi

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday introduced a
bill in the Lok Sabha
providing for 100 per-
cent foreign direct
investment in the insur-
ance sector. The bill is
titled "Sabka Bima
Sabki Suraksha
(Insurance Laws
Amendment) Bill,
2025." Some members
raised objections
regarding the bill's
name, purpose, and lan-
guage.A bill to amend

the Insurance Act,
1938, the Life
Insurance Corporation
Act, 1956, and the
Insurance Regulatory
and Development
Authority Act, 1999
was introduced for con-
sideration in the House.

Several members
opposed the introduc-
tion of the bill in the
Lok Sabha. Members
objected to the bill's
name, stating that it
was not related to its
purpose and that it was
in Hindi. RSP leader
N.K. Premachandran
said that the bill's name
has no connection to its
function. He said that
the bill provides for
100 percent foreign
direct investment in the
insurance sector, which
affects the national
interest.

The Everyone's Insurance, Everyone's

Security Bill was introduced in the Lok Sabha

New Delhi

PM Narendra Modi,
addressing the India-
Jordan Business Meet
on Tuesday, proposed
cooperation in the
fields of agriculture,
healthcare, and digital
inclusion. He said that
historical trust and
future economic oppor-
tunities connect the
two countries.   Al-
Hussein bin Abdullah
II at the India-Jordan
Business Forum today.

Jordan can bene-

fit from India's

experience in digi-

tal inclusion: PM

The 54th Vijay Diwas (Victory Day) was celebrated to com-
memorate the Indian Armed Forces' victory in the 1971 Indo-
Pak War. A wreath-laying ceremony was held on Tuesday at
the National War Memorial in New Delhi. Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan,
Chief of Army Staff General Upendra Dwivedi, Chief of Air
Staff Air Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh, and Chief of Naval
Staff Admiral Dinesh Kumar Tripathi were present at the
event.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath bowed
his head at the feet of Lord Ramlala

SIR: Draft of West Bengal's voter list published

India will receive 3 Apache helicopters from the US

Shivraj said, "The
Congress party changed
the name of the Jawahar
Rozgar Yojana, so did that
insult Jawaharlal
Nehru?"The Agriculture
Minister said that the India
Guarantee for
Employment and
Livelihood Mission
(Rural) Bill is completely
in line with the sentiments
of Mahatma Gandhi.
Shivraj said, "I don't
understand why the oppo-
sition is objecting to the
inclusion of the name
'Ram' in the scheme."
Meanwhile, Congress MP
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
today opposed the
Developed India.

"I don't know why the

opposition objects to the

name of Ram being

included in the plan"

New Delhi
The Lok Sabha witnessed a major uproar on
Tuesday over the bill introduced by the government
to rename the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act (MNREGA). Union
Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan sought
permission in the House to introduce the 'Viksit
Bharat - Guarantee for Employment and
Livelihood Mission (Rural)' or 'V-BHARAT Bill
2025'. 

'The Congress changed the name of the

Jawaharlal scheme; was that an insult to'
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Kaushambi: In Chauradih village of Chayal tehsil, a
female politician from the Ponghat bridge Mundera
area of ??Prayagraj has started encroaching on gov-
ernment land, blocking the villagers' access routes.
Since independence, the villagers have been strug-
gling for a proper road, but to no avail. The closure
of the road has caused widespread anger in the vil-
lage. The villagers complained to the tehsil officials.
Meanwhile, the female politician who was encroach-
ing on the land also arrived at the official's office.
The people of the Dalit community in the village are
terrified of this female politician who is illegally
occupying government land. The villagers have
demanded action against her, and the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate (SDM) has assured them that no one will
encroach on their road. He summoned the revenue
officer and instructed him to clear the government
land and take action against the encroachers under
the relevant sections of the Revenue Code.
Following the official's instructions, a solution to the
villagers' problem seems to be in sight.The villagers'
plight raises questions about the growing influence
of this female politician. While she is openly flout-
ing the law and regulations by encroaching on gov-
ernment land, she is also disregarding government
directives by citing the government itself. The vil-
lagers are terrified of the tyranny and oppression of
this female politician who is occupying government
land. The government land in the area does not
appear to be safe. Dozens of villagers were present
when they went to the official's office to plead their
case.

Villagers live in fear of a
female politician who is

encroaching on govt. land

Akhand Bharat
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Manda 

A fire broke out in a

railway cabin at the

Bampur railway level

crossing in the Manda

area of ??Prayagraj

district on Tuesday

afternoon. The entire

cabin was quickly

reduced to ashes.

Local residents

informed the authori-

ties by calling 112,

after which a police

team arrived at the

scene. Fortunately,

there were no casual-

ties in the incident.

The cabin had been

constructed during the

construction of the

overbridge. Currently,

no work was being

carried out in the

cabin, and no employ-

ees were present at

the time of the inci-

dent, which is why

there were no

injuries.
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Soraon. In view of
the increased risk of
road accidents during
the cold weather and
dense fog, a special
awareness campaign
was jointly conducted
by the Kokhraj
Hadiya Expressway
Private Limited team
at the Bhavapur Toll
Plaza on
Tuesday.Under the
campaign, reflective
tape was applied to
four-wheelers and
other slow-moving
vehicles. Drivers
were made aware of
safe driving practices
during foggy condi-
tions. 
During the campaign,
traffic personnel and
toll plaza employees
stopped drivers pass-
ing through the toll
plaza and informed
them about the causes
of accidents during
fog and measures to
prevent them.

Visibility is signifi-
cantly reduced in
dense fog, which
often leads to acci-
dents.

Applying
reflective tape to
vehicles helps in
identifying them from
a distance, thus
reducing the number
of accidents. Drivers
were advised to main-
tain a controlled
speed, keep their
headlights and fog
lights on, maintain a
safe distance from the

vehicle ahead, and
avoid sudden braking.
They were also
informed that it is
essential for vehicles
like tractors, trolleys,
and auto-rickshaws to
have reflectors on the
rear, so that fast-mov-
ing vehicles can be
alerted in time.
Manager Naveen
Yadav, Assistant
Manager Kaushal
Kishore Singh, In-
charge Vipin Singh,
and others were pres-
ent on the occasion. 

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Kaushambi. Under the Jal Jeevan Mission scheme, the cen-
tral government spent crores of rupees constructing water
tanks and tube wells in villages. The plan was to lay pipelines
in the villages and supply water to every household.
However, the companies contracted by the central govern-
ment to construct the water tanks and tube wells, and the con-
tractors involved in laying the pipelines, resorted to blatant
corruption, planning to embezzle half of the central govern-
ment's budget. Substandard water tanks were constructed,
inferior quality submersible pumps were installed, and poor
quality pipelines were laid. As a result, the pipelines burst in
many places even before the project was completed. The
water tanks, built at a cost of crores of rupees, developed
leaks, causing water to flow into the streets instead of reach-
ing the villagers' homes.  Consequently, when the water sup-
ply is shut off, mud from the fields enters the pipelines, and
when water does reach the homes, it is muddy and unfit for
drinking. On one hand, the contractors and officials drink
bottled mineral water, while on the other hand, the villagers
are receiving dirty, muddy water through the Jal Jeevan
Mission scheme, creating significant problems for them.
Despite this, neither the contractors of the Jal Jeevan Mission
nor the officials of the Water Corporation are willing to lis-
ten to the villagers' grievances. In hundreds of villages in the
district, the water tanks and pipelines of the Jal Jeevan
Mission have developed leaks in numerous places, yet no
cases have been filed against the contractors. Only instruc-
tions are being issued; no arrests have been made. The fact
that only instructions are being given raises serious questions
about the role of the Water Corporation officials. In Balipur
Tata village of Chayal tehsil, a water tank built under the Jal
Jeevan Mission scheme by the Water Corporation is leaking
and could collapse at any time, potentially causing a major
accident and loss of life in the village. However, the water
tank has not been repaired, and the contractor has not been
arrested or sent to jail. This highlights the extent of corrup-
tion in the central government's scheme. The question arises:
who is protecting the contractors involved in the Jal Jeevan
Mission scheme? Under whose protection are these corrupt
practices being carried out? The contractors of the Life
Mission scheme have committed corruption, and this is a
matter for a major investigation.

Akhand Bharat
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Prayagraj. A history-
sheeter was shot dead
late Tuesday night.
Two to three
assailants on a motor-
cycle were lying in
wait. The history-
sheeter was coming
on his motorcycle.
The assailants stopped
him and shot him in
the head. The history-
sheeter died on the
spot.The history-
sheeter had recently
been released from
jail on bail. He had
murdered a criminal

two years ago and
was imprisoned on
charges of that mur-
der. Members of the
deceased criminal's
gang had sworn

revenge against the
history-sheeter. In the
initial investigation,
the police are consid-
ering this a murder
stemming from a gang

rivalry. The incident
has created tension in
the area. The incident
took place near
Kanchanpur in the
Mau Aima police sta-
tion area. The history-
sheeter was Afsar
Ahmed, son of Raisul
Jama. 

He was originally
a resident of
Jagdalpur, Dehlupur
police station area in
Pratapgarh. Currently,
he was living at his
in-laws' house in
Markha Mau,
Prayagraj.Afsar
Ahmed was returning
home to Markha Mau

from Soraon.
According to informa-
tion, Afsar usually
traveled in a Safari
car, but today he was
on a motorcycle.
Around 9 pm, two to
three assailants lying
in ambush before the
Kanchanpura intersec-
tion stopped him.
They then shot him in
the head. He died on
the spot. The police
have reached the spot
and are investigating.
Teams have been
formed to search for
the accused. There is
an atmosphere of fear
in the area. 
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Karchhana. A serious
incident has come to
light in Mahewa Banka
village of the
Karchhana police sta-
tion area, where a
deadly method was
used in the name of
guarding fields. It is
alleged that some vil-
lagers had run a 440-
volt current around
their field, and a young
man was severely elec-
trocuted after coming
into contact with it. His
condition is reported to
be critical.The victim,
Sarvesh Yadav, son of
Rajmani Yadav, was

returning home from
work around 6 PM on
Monday evening. He
fell after coming into
contact with the live
wire near the field.
According to his fami-
ly, two nilgai (blue
bulls) had already died
due to the current in
the field, yet the
responsible parties did
not remove the elec-
tricity. 
This is being described
not as negligence, but
as a blatant crime.The
accused are Shambhu
Nishad, son of Nanhe
Ram Nishad, Nanku
Lal Nishad, son of
Banwari Lal, and
Rajendra Prasad

Nishad, son of Sarju
Prasad Nishad, who
allegedly illegally ran
the current through
their field. The victim's
family has demanded
strict action from the
Bhirpur police outpost
in-charge.There is
widespread anger
among the villagers
regarding the incident.
People say that spread-
ing current in the fields
in this manner is tanta-
mount to playing with
people's lives. They
have demanded that
the police register a
case against the cul-
prits under strict sec-
tions of the law and
take immediate action.

Water corporation's water tank
proves to be a failure; thousands of

people are struggling for even a
drop of water for the past 5 days

History-Sheeter Shot Dead, Assailants Blocked

His Path and Shot Him Twice in the Head

Fire breaks out in railway cabin at

Bampur level crossing due to short

circuit, causing panic
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Kaushambi. The doc-
tor and pharmacist at
the Naveen Primary
Health Center, Selarha
West, are always
absent. For the past 15
years, patients have
not been receiving
proper treatment at
this hospital. If the
hospital's register is
examined, the entire
truth about the dilapi-
dated state of this hos-
pital will be revealed.
The husband of a
female employee runs
the entire hospital.
On Tuesday, the
District Magistrate
(DM) was scheduled
to conduct an inspec-
tion, and the doctor
and pharmacist
received prior infor-
mation about the
inspection.  As a
result, the doctor and
pharmacist were pres-
ent at the hospital dur-
ing the DM's inspec-
tion, and therefore, no

deficiencies were
found during the
inspection. District
Magistrate Dr. Amit
Pal conducted a sur-
prise inspection of the
Naveen Primary
Health Center, Selarha
West, on Tuesday. The
District Magistrate

inquired about the
daily OPD, availabili-
ty of medicines, and
staff availability from
the doctor, Dr. Harsh
Kiran, and instructed
that better medical
facilities be provided
to the patients. He
also instructed that

proper cleanliness be
maintained in the hos-
pital and its premises.
During the inspection
of the Ayushman
Arogya Mandir, the
District Magistrate
obtained information
about the available
health facilities from

the Community Health
Officer (CHO) and
gave necessary
instructions. Now the
question arises: how
did the doctor and
pharmacist receive
information about the
District Magistrate's
inspection? Which

officer or employee of
the health department
leaked the information
about the DM's sur-
prise inspection to the
doctor and pharma-
cist?  This inspection
of the hospital has
raised serious ques-
tions. 

Pharmacist and Doctor Arrive at Hospital After

Receiving Information About DM's Inspection

Special Awareness Campaign

on Fog at Bhavapur Toll Plaza

The doctor and pharmacist at the Naveen Primary Health Center, Selarha West, are

always absent. For the past 15 years, patients have not been receiving proper treatment 

Youth electrocuted by 440-volt 
current in field, in critical condition; 

demand for strict action
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Speaking in a distinguished
institution, a political leader
expressed concern that after
Rabindranath Tagore in 1913,
no Indian has received the
Nobel Prize in Literature. His
question—“Is the writing of
our country not at the level
anymore? Or has it been
ignored by international insti-
tutions?”—was thought-pro-
voking. But the tone was aloof.
However, when you think
about it, the answer is obvious.
During the British Raj, India
produced a number of great
poets, artists, scientists, schol-
ars, and thinkers. Many of

them have an international
reputation. The solitary Nobel
Prize in literature was also
received during the British
period. Under the British, our
talents flourished. The educa-
tional institutions of the British
rulers encouraged talents with-
out discrimination on any
ground. Did our desi leaders,
post-British rule, continue that
noble tradition? It is well-
recognised that the education-
al institutions of British India
declined rapidly after
Independence. Instead of nur-
turing talent, new policies,
knowingly or unknowingly,

worked toward their suppres-
sion or migration to the West.
Isn’t it curious that during the
British Raj, hardly any Indian
writer, scientist, artist, or schol-
ar decided to settle abroad?
Whereas in Independent India,
talent of all kinds began set-
tling in Europe and America,
leaving India for good. To come
to the issue, the leader who
pointed out our lack of Nobels
seems unaware that there are
two essential prerequisites to
help grow quality writers. One,
to connect children & youth
with great literature, taking
care that they also get time

and encouragement to savour
it. Second, to maintain a whole
system of good institutions and
platforms for learning, teach-
ing, writing, publishing, and
interacting. To ensure all this,
staying away from narrowness
or compromise must be a rule.
But desi leaders, preachy and
voluble, did the opposite! The
British made arrangements in
every field of knowledge and
science to promote talent—
modern public institutions,
great libraries, newspapers,
magazines, entire new learning
disciplines like history, civics,
etc.

It took a mere six minutes in the Lok Sabha and
a few minutes more in the Rajya Sabha to wipe
out an established industry. In a matter of 48
hours, the passing of the Bill on Promotion and
Regulation of Online Gaming Bill 2025 has
adversely impacted 2,00,000 direct employees,
Rs 23,613 crore in investments, over Rs 4,500
crore in advertisements and Rs 20,000 crores in
direct and indirect taxes. The Bill, now an Act,
was introduced in Parliament without undergo-
ing the due process of a draft for public opinion,
stakeholder consultations, or, at the very least, a
warning. Policy corridor whispers imply that
even allies were not aware of such a move. A
decade-old, established sector constitutionally
guaranteed under Article 19 has been asked to
wrap up operations and told it will be held liable
for criminal actions, including those of its
employees, if it doesn’t comply. While the Act
aims to safeguard public health and address the
concern of offshore illegal platforms, any ban,
especially in the digital space, has consistently
proven to have amplified the issue multiple
times. The immediate fallout would include eco-
nomic disruptions, shifts in user behaviour, and
social harms.The opaque strategy adopted by
the government in this case highlights the grave
direction that policy-making is taking in India.
The uncertainty goes far beyond the online real
money gaming sector and will set a precedent
for future policies in each sector. This swift and
unconsulted legislative strike is not just a regula-
tory misstep but a stark warning of the growing
unpredictability in India’s policy landscape, one
that could unravel investor confidence, domestic
business trust, and exacerbate systemic issues
like brain drain of talent and businesses. The
immediate economic toll is staggering and
underscores the bill’s shortsightedness. Beyond
the 2,00,000 direct jobs at risk, it affects ancillary
industries like fintech, advertising, and content
creation. Annual GST revenues of Rs 20,000-
25,000 crore and TDS of Rs 1,080 crore (FY24)
will evaporate, creating fiscal gaps at a time
when India’s fiscal deficit stands at Rs 15.77 lakh
crore, amounting to 4.8 per cent of GDP. But the
real cautionary tale lies in the investor disarray
this creates. A reported foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) of $2.7 billion and startup funding of
$2.8 billion in real money gaming are now
stranded. This unpredictability echoes broader
patterns in India’s policy environment, where
sudden changes deter long-term commitments.
For instance, the 2019 e-commerce FDI rules,
which restricted inventory models for e-com-
merce platforms, led to a reported slowdown in
US-India tech investments, with firms citing reg-
ulatory whiplash as a key barrier. Similarly, retro-
spective tax demands in the past (e.g., the
Vodafone case) have been linked to a dip in FDI
inflows, with studies showing that economic pol-
icy uncertainty reduces FDI by up to 30 per cent
in emerging markets like India. The 2025
Kearney FDI Confidence Index highlights regula-
tory complexity and ease of doing business as
concerns for investors in India, potentially shov-
ing off billions in inflows amid global uncertain-
ties like US tariffs. Businesses, particularly in the
digital economy, thrive on stability. This bill’s
passage without stakeholder input, bypassing
the Pre-Legislative Consultation Policy, sends a
chilling message: Today’s thriving sector could
be tomorrow’s casualty. As the industry voices
alarm, with petitions likely heading to courts,
the precedent risks cascading effects on adja-
cent digital fields where India aims for global
leadership but faces investor hesitation due to
such volatility. In the larger scheme, this policy
unpredictability is accelerating India’s brain
drain, particularly in tech and digital innovation,
where skilled professionals seek more stable
environments abroad. Data from 2025 reveals
a stark reality: Over 1,05,000 global
tech layoffs this year alone, with
20 per cent occurring in India,
have pushed thousands of
engineers and developers to
migrate.

Edward Heath, Great Britain’s
Prime Minister, felt the words
wash over him, hot like a
dragon’s breath: “The United
States had received nothing
from India except a kick in the
teeth, in exchange for $¾  bil-
lion last year,” President
Richard Nixon raged. The
Indians, Nixon went on,
thought “the white nations
had no choice but to come in
and bail India out.” Alarmed,
British Foreign Secretary Alec
Douglas-Home stepped in.
“The Indians were admittedly
intolerably high-minded,” he
accepted. “But there was an
important common interest
in preserving Indian inde-
pendence from Soviet and
Chinese domination.” The
invective against Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi and
her nation, provoked by her
refusal to back down on
Bangladesh, continued in the
privacy of Nixon’s office,
though: “A slippery, treacher-
ous people,” “bastards,” “old
witch,” “b*tch”. Even as the
political leadership in both
countries raged against each
other, the relationship
between the Central
Intelligence Agency and the
Research and Analysis Wing
remained robust, historian
Paul McGarr writes. In 1973,
the head of Prime Minister
Indira’s secretariat, Prithvi
Nath Dhar, and the chief of
R&AW, Rameshwar Nath Kao,
lobbied for CIA chief William
Colby to visit New Delhi. As
President Donald Trump
appears to be leading the
India-United States relation-
ship into an abyss from which
there is no return—adding
restrictions to the outsourc-
ing of jobs on the back of crip-
pling tariffs—the period
between 1971 and 1973
shows the two countries have

been locked in airless places
before. The intelligence serv-
ices of both countries,
though, found ways to bypass
potholes and cul-de-sacs,
ensuring strategic conversa-
tion continued. Little under-
stood, India-US intelligence
ties flourished in the shadow
of the Cold War, as New Delhi
resolutely proclaimed its
commitment to non-align-
ment. Late in the summer of
1949, India was struggling to
contain its first post-
Independence insurgency, an
uprising by communists in the
Telangana region. The Indian
Army, sent to Hyderabad to
battle the Nizam’s armies,
found itself at war with peas-
ant insurgents in Telangana.
Thousands died in the brutal
conflict, Jonathan Kennedy
and Sunil Purushotham have
recorded, as the Army herded
Adivasis into concentration
camps in near-starvation con-
ditions. Less than forty-seven
years old and with little expe-
rience in global politics, an
unassuming police officer was
tasked with helping India find
the right tools to deal with
the crisis. TG Sanjeevi, earlier
a Superintendent of Police in
Madras, and now Director of
the Intelligence Bureau, was
ordered to make a three-
week visit to Washington.For

decades before
Independence, the
Intelligence Bureau had been
relentlessly focused on the
threat of communist terror-
ism. Telangana was its first
challenge after
Independence—and, it
seemed, its first potential fail-
ure. To Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru, it seemed
that the threat was transna-
tional and a danger to the
survival of the Indian repub-
lic. The colonial legacy meant
India had a substantial rela-
tionship with the United
Kingdom’s intelligence servic-
es. The Security Service, pop-
ularly known as MI5, was a
critical source of assistance in
the first years after
Independence. India became
debilitatingly reliant on this
relationship, Avinash Paliwal
has recorded. “This is satisfac-
tory,” an MI5 memo on gen-
eral dependence smugly
noted—but India understood
the need to widen its partner-
ships. George Kennan, then
director of policy planning at
the State Department, agreed
with Prime Minister Nehru’s
assessment. To address the
challenge,  Kennan recorded,
Sanjeevi would have to “look
beyond India’s borders and
seek to in?uence policy in
regard to dangers from with-

out.” This meant that, despite
Nehru’s socialism, America
would help him push back
against the Communist
threat. The visit did not begin
well, though. Sanjeevi was
affronted by the imperious
behaviour of the director of
the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, J Edgar Hoover,
and vowed never to allow
contact between the
Intelligence Bureau and the
FBI. The damage was con-
tained, however, during his
subsequent meetings with
the Central Intelligence
Agency. Sanjeevi came away
with positive impressions of
his meetings with Colonel
Richard Stilwell, Kermit “Kim”
Roosevelt, and the director of
central intelligence, Roscoe
Hillenkoetter. Even though
the two countries clashed
over questions of ideology
and global politics, the align-
ment of their interests wasn’t
particularly opaque. India’s
government provided arms
and training to Tibet’s ram-
shackle military after 1949,
and even considered deploy-
ing troops in support of its
independence. The problem
was that the Indian Army just
didn’t have the resources. In
1954, India formalised this
reality, ceding many of its
colonial-era rights, like sta-
tioning troops in Lhasa, histo-
rian Karunakar Gupta has
written. The Intelligence
Bureau, though, looked the
other way, as the CIA supplied
weapons and equipment to
Khampa insurgents from
1958 on, historian  Claude
Arpi has written.  India also
ignored CIA flights in support
of Tibetan insurgents, which
crossed over its territory en
route from Dhaka. Langley
supported the founding of
the Special Frontier Force,

intended to carry the PLA
along the China-India Line of
Actual Control. The CIA also
oversaw the insertion of
nuclear-powered surveillance
equipment to gather intelli-
gence on China’s nuclear-
weapons programme. Even
as this intelligence coopera-
tion continued, Prime
Minister Nehru publicly com-
plained that the United States
was interfering in Indian poli-
tics, “buying up newspapers
and spreading a network of
publicity organisations.”
Later, Prime Minister Indira
assailed foreign powers plot-
ting to “run down India.” CIA
agents, American intelligence
officer Russell Jack Smith
wrote sharply, “were to be
found according to Madame
Gandhi, beneath every char-
poy and behind every neem
tree.” Even as Prime Minister
Indira frequently railed
against CIA intervention to
bring about regime change—
and public outrage erupted
when the journal Ramparts
disclosed CIA funding for
Indian anti-Communist politi-
cal parties in 1967—the rela-
tionship carried on in the
darkness, as it were. As
Sanjeevi told CIA interlocu-
tors in 1950,  “he frequently
had to take independent
action without the knowl-
edge of his government”. The
intelligence relationship sur-
vived even in the face of con-
tradictory United States
objectives. For example, CIA
personnel told India they had
detected signals linking the
jihadist warlord Sirajuddin
Haqqani .w.ith the Inter-
Services Intelligence
Directorate after the 2008
bombing of the Indian
embassy in Kabul, journalist
Carlotta Gall has revealed.
And although the FBI failed.

In the world of market-
ing, a new entrant’s
toughest task is to
break the perception
built around the old
guard. Established
brands don’t crumble
because of direct
attacks. They erode
when their aura is
punctured, when their
carefully constructed
image is made to look
smaller, or even laugh-
able.  Politics is not dif-
ferent.  Though for
decades, MK Stalin was
no more than a ‘possi-
ble’ political heir to for-
mer Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu M
Karunanidhi, things
changed in 2019. Stalin
was turned into a
brand, crafted meticu-
lously as the only
answer, as an able
administrator, and a
calm and composed
CM post the 2021 elec-
tions. He was present-
ed as the inevitable fig-
ure, the steady numero
uno of contemporary
Tamil Nadu Politics, a
man positioned above
ridicule. Even his critics
rarely succeed in dis-
mantling his image.
Actor turned politician
Vijay was out to
destroy that brand
when he called him,
“My dear Stalin uncle.”
With such an open
taunt at his second
public rally, Vijay was-
n’t merely addressing
the Chief Minister; he
was reframing him.
What at first sounds
like cinema dialogue is,

in LinkedIn lingo, classic
disruption. A single
word that wedges into
the aura of authority,
triggering what one
might call the ‘uncle-ifi-
cation of a statesman’.
Stalin was recast as just
another politician, a
figure who is now the
subject of memes. This
is not an insult for
insult’s sake, but rather
is a strategy through
vocabulary. Political
authority in Tamil Nadu
has always been the-
atrical. MGR’s heroism,
Jayalalithaa’s imperi-
ousness, Karunanidhi’s
oratory skills, Stalin’s
calm—these are curat-
ed performances.
Brands with narra-
tives.“Uncle” in this
context is not reveren-
tial. It’s casual, familiar,
and even patronising.
The strength of Stalin’s
brand lies in the dis-
tance it creates, and
Vijay’s jab collapses
that distance instantly.
It is lethal in politics. It
forces a new narrative
onto the mainstream
discourse, away from
discussions on policy
and performance, and
instead drags it into a
battle of personalities.
Marketing teaches us
that the most viral
campaigns are not the
longest ones, but the
most repeatable ones.
The same applies to
political communica-
tion in the social media
age. Uncle’ is not just a
word but a weapon in
what Tamil politics

increasingly resem-
bles—nickname war-
fare. A meme-ready
shorthand handed over
to the trolls, clipped
into reels, recycled into
jokes, hash-tagged into
tweets. DMK’s own and
meticulously built digi-
tal army, usually skilled
at dictating the narra-
tive, is now forced to
rebut it. And rebuttal,
sadly, is half the battle
lost.  As one would
have expected, social
media is abuzz with the
keyword ‘Uncle’. Not
one but a thousand
iterations of the same
comment are afloat
across the state’s digi-
tal space – “What
uncle.
it is very wrong uncle.”

Every attempt at creat-
ing a ‘third and alter-
nate force’ in Tamil
Nadu—be it Kamal
Haasan, Seeman,
Vijayakanth,  Vaiko, or
GK Moopanar before
them—has struggled
because they failed to
dent the DMK–AIADMK
binary.  Voters saw
them as the ‘Third’ per-
son outside of the duel,
not mainstream play-
ers. Vijay is trying a dif-
ferent path. Not with a
policy vision, not with
organisational might,
nor with uniquely posi-
tioned ideological ser-
mons, but with classic
brand disruption. By
making Stalin react, or
at least by forcing his
sympathisers to, Vijay
dug a pit in the binary.
He no longer wants .

Vijay is winning the nickname war in Tamil Nadu.

He’s attacking Brand Stalin with ‘uncle’ taunt
As I write this column from Boston,

the biggest American newspapers
have the Tianjin meeting of Prime
Minister Modi, President Putin, and
President Xi—all three smiling and
shaking hands—as a leading news
item. The sub-theme is also that
President Trump’s policies are driving
them closer, perhaps opening the
door to an anti-US unity in interna-
tional geopolitics. The talk of an anti-
American unity is perhaps prema-
ture. At least two of the three
nations, China and India, have signif-
icant ties with the US, which can be
ruptured only at a very great cost.
Despite the talk of a decline, the US is
still the world’s largest economy. At
the end of 2024, according to the
World Bank, America’s GDP was
$29.18 trillion, which amounted to
26.2 per cent of the world economy
($111.33 trillion). A market of that
size cannot easily be shunned.
Indeed, most countries and corpora-
tions would covet access to it. But
there is no doubt that Trump’s radi-

cal break from America’s post-Cold
War foreign policy, especially his use
of tariffs as an economic and political
tool, is creating new geopolitical and
economic scenarios. Countries must
take into account these changes as
they make adjustments in their for-
eign policies. Of course, Trump is
known to be mercurial and abrupt
changes in his policies cannot be
wholly ruled out. However, three
things are likely to remain constant:
use of trade tariffs, opposition to
immigration, and smaller American
investments in international security.
The changes in these realms, if any,
are likely to be of degree.
Fundamental changes can take place
only if the results of these policies
are catastrophic for his MAGA base,
especially via inflation or if the judici-
ary intervenes more firmly than it
has done so far. How should India,
severely jolted by Trump’s tariffs,
imagine its way forward? Let me sug-
gest that China will become even
more central to India’s foreign policy. 

China will be more central to India now.

Though an anti-US unity is premature

India’s online gaming ban shows

today’s thriving sector could be

tomorrow’s casualty

Why hasn’t India won the Nobel Prize for literature

after Independence? Quality of education

Intelligence ties bind us together
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