
11002

Wednesday, 19 November, 2025 

Terrorist Dr. Umar
says suicide bombing
is a mission to attain
martyrdom; video
made before Delhi

blast

New Delhi
A new video of Dr.
Umar, the terrorist who
carried out the suicide
attack near the Red
Fort in Delhi on
November 10, has sur-
faced. According to
media reports, the ter-
rorist filmed this video
before the blast. In it,
he discusses the suicide
attack. This suggests he
was planning a suicide
attack in advance.Dr.
Umar Nabi was a resi-
dent of Pulwama,
Jammu and Kashmir.In
the video, Umar speaks
in broken English. He
said, "One thing that is
not understood is that
this is a martyrdom
operation (a suicide
operation), not a sui-
cide attack. There are
many contradictions
regarding this. In fact,

a martyrdom operation
requires that a person
sacrifices his life at a
specific location at a
specific time."In fact,
Dr. Umar carried out
the suicide bombing
using a Hyundai i20
car near Delhi's Red
Fort on November
10th. The blast killed
15 people and injured
more than 20. Eight
people have been
arrested so far, six of
them doctors.
Investigative agencies
are working to identify
the remaining members
of this module and its
technical support net-
work.  
Meanwhile, a major

revelation emerged
Monday night during
the investigation into
the attack. The NIA
stated that the White
Collar Terror Module
initially intended to
launch a Hamas-style
attack using drones and
rockets. The plan was
modeled after Hamas's
attack on Israel on
October 7, 2023. The
NIA obtained this
information after the
arrest of Jasir Bilal
Wani, alias Danish,
another associate of the
suicide bomber, Dr.
Omar-un-Nabi. Danish
is a resident of
Qazigund in Jammu
and Kashmir's

Anantnag district. The
NIA detained him from
Srinagar four days ago
and formally arrested
him on Monday.
According to the NIA,
Danish has technical
experience in manufac-
turing and modifying
small drone weapons.
He provided technical
assistance to Dr. Omar
and was attempting to
prepare drones and
rockets for terrorist
attacks.
The agency stated that

Danish was working on
a plan to drop drone
bombs in crowded
areas to cause maxi-
mum casualties.
November 18: Jalil
Bilal Wani, an associ-
ate of terrorist Dr.
Umar, arrested from

Srinagar, was
remanded to 10-day
Terrorist
Custody.November 18:
Jalil Bilal Wani, an
associate of terrorist
Dr. Umar, arrested
from Srinagar, was
remanded to 10-day.

Terrorist Dr. Umar was
preparing suicide bomber

New Delhi
Former Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar met
with Vice President CP
Radhakrishnan today.
This is their first formal
meeting since
Radhakrishnan's swear-
ing-in ceremony.
Dhankhar resigned from
the post of Vice President
on July 21, citing health
reasons. His sudden resig-
nation necessitated elec-
tions for the post.The two

met at the Vice
President's
EnclaveOfficials said that
Jagdeep Dhankhar, the
first Vice President to live
in the luxurious Vice
President's Enclave, met
Radhakrishnan this after-
noon. This is their first
meeting since
Radhakrishnan was sworn
in as Vice President in
September. Dhankhar last
met Radhakrishnan at his
swearing-in ceremony at

Rashtrapati Bhavan.
Dhankhar is the first per-
son to live in the Vice
President's EnclaveVice

President CP
Radhakrishnan lived in
the Vice President's resi-
dence on Maulana Azad

Road. Nearly two years
ago, the Vice President's
Enclave became his new
official residence. Former
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar was the first
resident of this 13-acre
property. Chandrapuram
Ponnusamy
Radhakrishnan was sworn
in as the 15th Vice
President of India on
September 12.
Radhakrishnan won the
Vice Presidential election

on Tuesday, defeating
joint opposition candidate
B. Sudarshan Reddy by a
margin of 152 votes. He
received a total of 452
votes. 
The election for the new
Vice President was held
on September 9. It should
be noted that 14 MPs
cross-voted in this elec-
tion. All MPs from the
Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha are voters in the
Vice Presidential election.

Dhankhar met with the Vice President This was his first formal meeting

Andhra Pradesh
Security forces are
continuously carrying
out anti-Naxal opera-
tions to eliminate
Naxalism from the
country. In this connec-
tion, Madvi Hidma, a
Naxalite carrying a
bounty of Rs 1 crore,
was killed in an
encounter on the
Chhattisgarh-Andhra
Pradesh border on
Tuesday. A total of six
Naxalites, including
Hidma and his wife
Raje alias Rajakka,
were killed in the
encounter. Andhra
Pradesh's Additional
Director General of
Police (Intelligence),
Mahesh Chandra
Laddha, provided infor-
mation on the matter.
He said, "In the last day
or two, we received
very specific intelli-
gence that some top

Maoist leaders were
about to enter Andhra
Pradesh." Mahesh
Chandra Laddha said,
"We learned that these
Naxalite leaders were
planning to revive their
movement in Andhra
Pradesh." He added that
in this connection, a
shootout broke out
between Maoists and
security forces on
Tuesday morning. He
said that the bodies of
six Maoists were recov-
ered in the encounter.
He said that Madvi
Hidma, a Central
Committee member, 1st
Battalion Commandant,
and one of the most
wanted and dreaded
Maoists, was among
them. His body has
been recovered. He
added that the bodies of
Hidma's wife, Raje, and
four of his gunmen
companions.

Top Naxal commander

Hidma killed along 

with his wife

New Delhi
The ongoing legal battle
over the February 2020
Delhi riots has once again
reached a critical juncture
in the Supreme Court.
The Delhi Police on
Tuesday categorically
stated in court that the
violence was not a simple
act of unrest, but an

attack on the nation's sov-
ereignty. The police
strongly opposed the bail

applications of activists
Umar Khalid, Sharjeel
Imam, and other accused,
claiming that the incident
was part of an organized,
well-planned, and pre-
meditated effort. Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta
argued before a two-
judge Supreme Court
bench that the 2020 vio-

lence cannot be limited to
protests against the
Citizenship Amendment
Act, merely by describing
it as a spontaneous mob
reaction. He said that the
series of speeches and
statements clearly
demonstrates an attempt
to divide society along
communal lines. 

New Delhi

Without concrete data

on stray dogs in Delhi-

NCR, municipal

authorities cannot plan

shelters or sterilization,

making the Animal

Birth Control (ABC)

program a success, a

report states. The pro-

gram operates under

the Animal Birth

Control Rules, 2023,

guidelines created by

the central government

to control stray dog

populations and reduce

human-to-human con-

flict through steriliza-

tion and vaccination.

Citing government

data, experts from the

New Delhi-based non-

profit think tank, the

Asya Centre, said that

126 rabies-related

deaths were recorded

nationally during 2022-

2025, while no cases

were reported in Delhi.

The report said that

"more clarity is need-

ed" on the number of

rabies deaths, as it can

be spread by any mam-

mal, including cows

and monkeys. He also

said that estimates of

the number of stray

dogs in Delhi-NCR

range from 300,000 to

100,000. 

NEW DELHI: Jammu
and Kashmir chief minis-
ter Omar Abdullah on
Thursday said that "not
every resident of Jammu
and Kashmir is a terror-
ist," as the probe into the
Red Fort car blast
widened to Kashmir.
"Not every resident of
Jammu and Kashmir is a
terrorist. It is only a
handful of people who
have always tried to dis-
turb the peace and broth-
erhood in Kashmir,"
Abdullah told news
agency ANI.
DNA Confirms Red Fort
Bomber Was J&K

Doctor; Turkey Handler
‘Ukasa’ Orchestrated Plot
The Hyundai i20 car used
in the blast near the Red
Fort metro station park-
ing was allegedly driven
by Mohammad Umar, a
Kashmiri doctor suspect-
ed to be behind the dead-
ly explosion that killed
13 people and left several

others injured.
A Kashmiri cleric who
doubled as a paramedic at
Srinagar’s Government
Medical College has been
arrested for allegedly
driving a “white-collar”
terrorist module that tar-
geted medical students
and young doctors —
some of whom are sus-

pects in the network bust-
ed in Faridabad hours
before Monday's car blast
in New Delhi.
Moulvi Irfan Ahmad
Wagay, also known as
Imam Irfan, from
Shopian in south Kashmir
allegedly used his access
at GMC and his prayer
sessions in Srinagar’s
Nowgam to reach stu-
dents, identify those seen
as susceptible, and push
them toward radicalisa-
tion, sources said
Tuesday.While condemn-
ing the alleged terror
attack in Delhi, CM
Abdullah said .

NEW DELHI: An Air
India flight from Toronto
to Delhi received a bomb
threat while mid-air on
Thursday, prompting a
security alert before
landing safely in the
national capital, accord-
ing to sources quoted by
PTI.Delhi Police
received the threat mes-
sage concerning flight
AI188 in the morning,
following which the
Bomb Threat Assessment
Committee (BTAC) was
convened at Delhi air-
port. After evaluation,
the committee deemed
the threat to be “non-spe-
cific”, officials

said.Terrifying CCTV
Captures Delhi’s Red
Fort Blast; Vehicles
Erupt in Fireball
The message arrived
around 11.30 am when
the Boeing 777 aircraft
was flying over four
hours away from Delhi.
"A security alert was
received on Air India
flight AI188 during its
cruise from Toronto to
Delhi on 13 November.
On board crew carried
out all the laid down
security drills keeping
passenger safety & secu-
rity as top priority. The
flight has landed safely
at Delhi a.

Capital on alert: Air India's

Toronto flight gets bomb threat,

days after Red Fort blast
NEW DELHI: In a major
booster shot for military
capabilities in eastern
Ladakh, India on
Wednesday operationalised
its new Nyoma airbase close
to the frontier with China,
even as a large Army exer-
cise called 'Poorvi Prachand
Prahar' is now under way in
Arunachal Pradesh on the
eastern front.
The developments at the
opposite ends of the 3,488-
km LAC underscore the
high military readiness
being maintained along the
China frontier. "There is
ongoing reset in bilateral
diplomatic ties. Military
CBMs are also being pro-
gressively strengthened but
the trust deficit on the
ground remains high," a sen-

ior officer told TOI. "With
no de-escalation along LAC,
troops will continue to be
forward deployed for 6th
successive winter since mul-
tiple Chinese incursions into
eastern Ladakh in April-May
2020," he said.
Nyoma airbase underwent
Rs 230cr upgrade
IAF chief Air Chief Marshal
A P Singh himself flew a C-
130J 'Super Hercules' air-
craft from Hindon on the
outskirts of Delhi to the
Mudh airfield at Nyoma,
among the world's highest at
an altitude of 13,710 feet, to
formally inaugurate the
strategically located airbase.
He was accompanied by
Western Air Command chief
Air Marshal Jeetendra
Mishra.

Ladakh airbase close to

China border activated

New Delhi
Sugar production in
India has gotten off to a
better start this year than
expected. In the new
sugar season, which
began on October 1st,
1.05 million tons of
sugar has been produced
as of November 15th,
an increase of 7.1 mil-
lion tons from the same
period last year. Most
sugar mills started
crushing early this sea-
son, and juice recovery
was also better, leading
to a rise in overall pro-
duction. Although the
crushing season in

Maharashtra started late
due to continuous rains,
the subsequent strong
recovery rate has
strengthened export
prospects.According to
the National Federation
of Cooperative Sugar
Factories, the ongoing
farmers' agitation in
Karnataka and
Maharashtra over sugar-
cane prices has slowed
down the pace of crush-
ing at mills. This sea-
son, 325 sugar mills had
started crushing as of
November 15th, com-
pared to only 144 mills
in operation during the

same period last year.
So far, 12.8 million tons
of sugarcane has been
crushed this year, signif-
icantly higher than last
year's 9.1 million tons.
The average recovery
rate, or the rate at which
sugar is produced from
sugarcane, has been 8.2
percent, which is better
than last year's 7.8 per-
cent.AdvertisementAcco
rding to the National
Federation of
Cooperative Sugar
Factories, the number of
mills operating last year
was lower because the
crushing season.

Sugar production picks up pace: 1.05

million tonnes produced till November
Mathura: In light of the ter-
rorist incident in Delhi, anger
against Muslim is growing
within the saint community.
Today, they wrote a letter to
the Chief Minister demand-
ing that no Muslim be
allowed to enter Braj Bhoomi
during the upcoming
Bageshwar Maharaj Yatra.
Dinesh Falahari Maharaj, the
main petitioner in the Shri
Krishna Janmabhoomi
Temple case, has even said
that if any Muslim is found
illegally entering Braj
Bhoomi during Bageshwar
Maharaj Padyatra, he will be
blackened. Considerable
anger has also been seen
within the saint community
regarding Muslims.
Let us tell you, this is the

same Dinesh Falahari .

Entry of Muslims into

the Braj Bhoomi Yatra

should be banned

The President of India, Smt. Droupadi Murmu attends the dis-
tribution ceremony of 6th National Water Awards & Jal
Sanchay Jan Bhagidiri (JSJB) Awards held at Vigyan Bhawan,
in New Delhi on November 18, 2025.

Authorities can't plan without accurate stray

dog data, calculations essential: Experts

Not every Kashmiri is a terrorist': J&K CM reacts

to Delhi car blast probe; condemns explosion

Delhi riots were an attack on the 
sovereignty of the nation: Delhi Police
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Tharwai / Today, girls
are leading in every
field, be it education or
sports, and are exercis-
ing their rights.
Keeping this in mind,
Tharwai Police Station
Mission Shakti Center
in-charge Nidhi Patel
and her team, includ-
ing SIs Akanksha and
Sudha, organized a
campaign in
Jaitwardih, Tharwai,
under Mission Shakti
Phase 5.0, to raise
awareness about
women's safety,
respect, empowerment,
and government assis-
tance schemes. The
team provided detailed
information to women
about the Women
Power Line 1090,
Women Helpline 181,
Child Helpline 1098,

Chief Minister
Helpline 1076, Police
Emergency Service
Dial 112, and Cyber
??Helpline 1930.
Additionally, the
process for availing
benefits under govern-
ment schemes such as
the Sukanya Samriddhi
Yojana, Kanya

Sumangala Yojana, old
age pension, widow
pension, Chief
Minister's Mass
Marriage Scheme,
maternity assistance,
and ration/housing was
also explained.
Mission Shakti team
member Akanksha also
advised women to

report any harassment,
abuse, or suspicious
situations immediately
so that timely action
can be taken. During
the campaign,
Women's Safety Center
in-charge Nidhi Patel
also provided informa-
tion about cybersecuri-
ty, safe use of social
media, and the impor-
tance of self-defense.
Mission Shakti also
emphasized that the
government is con-
stantly striving for the
safety and empower-
ment of women. The
women present
thanked the police
team. SI Akanksha,
who was part of the
Mission Shakti team,
explained cybercrime,
the difference between
good and bad touch,
and Sudha provided
information about their
safety and respect.

Mission Shakti's New Dimension Is

Visible: Girls Are Becoming Aware

Lucknow

Sarojininagar MLA Dr
Rajeshwar Singh attend-
ed the final match of the
‘Ekana Media T-20
Cricket Tournament’ held
at KD Singh Babu
Stadium on Wednesday
as the chief guest. On this
occasion, he felicitated
the winning team–Times
of India and the runner-
up team–
Doordarshan–AIR for
their outstanding per-
formance.Dr Singh said,
“Journalists are the true
custodians of democracy.
Especially, sports jour-
nalists inspire and guide

thousands of young peo-
ple through their writ-
ings. When journalists are
physically fit and mental-
ly alert, only then can the
nation and its democracy
truly remain protect-
ed.”He appreciated the
dedication, devotion, and
decisiveness of the play-
ers and said, “Players are
not just heroes of the
game but also among the
finest citizens contribut-
ing to nation-building. In
the same spirit, the
Sarojininagar Sports
League has been continu-
ously organised in the
constituency for the last
three years.

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Mauaima
Akhilesh Kumar
Saroj, son of Ram
Nevaj, a resident of
Dharuta village in the
Mauaima police sta-
tion area, alleges that
he was returning
home after offering a
'Nishan' (flag) at
Padila. As he
approached the vil-

lage, his opponents,
already waiting on
two bikes, stopped
him and began hurling
casteist abuses. Seeing

the police approach,
they withdrew.
Akhilesh Kumar Saroj
alleges that after the
police left, they

attacked him again,
abusing him, threaten-
ing to kill him, and
striking him in the
face with bricks and
stones, leaving him
bleeding. Akhilesh has
filed a case under the
SC/ST Act at the
Mauaima police sta-
tion against Roshan
Lal Patel, a resident of
Bhawanigarh village,
and his friends, whose
names are unknown.

Mathura

The religious pilgrimage

for the liberation of Shri

Krishna Janmabhoomi,

organised with the support

of the Shri Krishna

Janmabhoomi Mukti Nyas

and under the guidance of

Acharya Rajeshwar

Maharaj, President of the

United Indian Dharma

Sansad, is now on its way to

Brajbhoomi. The pilgrim-

age, which began on

October 11th from

Badrinath Dham, will travel

through various pilgrimage

sites and reach Mathura

tomorrow (October 16th) at

9 am. Advocate

Mahendra Pratap Singh, a

Hindu litigant in the Shri

Krishna Janmabhoomi-

Shahi Eidgah Mosque case

and President of the Shri

Krishna Janmabhoomi

Mukti Nyas, stated that this

pilgrimage is being organ-

ized to spread the message

of the liberation of Shri

Krishna Janmabhoomi to

the masses. He said, "This

is not just a pilgrimage, but

a symbol of the unity and

religious awakening of the

Sanatan society." Mahendra

Pratap Singh stated that all

preparations have been

completed for the arrival of

the Dharam Yatra in

Mathura. The Yatra will be

given a grand welcome

under the banner of the Shri

Krishna Janmabhoomi

Mukti Nyas.The Dharam

Yatra will arrive at KDS

International School ,

Salempur Road (behind the

Jai Gurudev Temple) on

Thursday, October 16th, at

9 a.m. A meeting will be

held there starting at 10:30

a.m.

Akhand Bharat

Sandesh

Mauaima

Maya Devi, wife of Jwala

Prasad, a resident of

Chhata Deeh village in

the Mauaima police sta-

tion area, says her hus-

band lives in Noida for

livelihood, and she lives

at home with her family.

Maya Devi alleges that

opponents cut a branch

from her mango tree.

When she objected, they

hurled casteist abuses

and threatened to kill her.

They then climbed into

her house, grabbed her by

the arm, dragged her, and

beat her, breaking her

bangles. They threatened

to kill her if she went to

the police station. Maya

Devi has filed a case

under the SC/ST Act at

the Mauaima police sta-

tion against Vilash

Chandra Soni, Vishkesh

Soni, Vineeti Soni, Geeta

Soni, and four unidenti-

fied individuals.

The police are investi-

gating the matter.

Delhi

The Russian House in
New Delhi hosted a
captivating cultural
evening titled “Echoes
of Tradition: Indian
Cultural Dance
Evening”, celebrating
the beauty of Indian
classical and traditional
dance forms. The event
was graced by a distin-
guished audience that
included the High
Commissioner of
Guyana and diplomats

from the Embassies of
Iraq, Madagascar,
Russia, Somalia,
Uzbekistan and
Vietnam, reflecting the
spirit of cultural harmo-

ny and international
friendship.
The evening com-
menced with warm
opening remarks by Ms.
Elena Remizova, Head

of the Russian House,
who highlighted the
enduring cultural bond
between India and
Russia, and the role of
such events in strength-
ening people-to-people
ties and marked the
occasion of 60 years of
Russian Science &
Cultural Centre in India
.A mesmerizing series
of performances fol-
lowed, presented by
artists from the
Rajasthani Academy,
who enthralled 

the audience with their
graceful depictions of
India’s vibrant dance
traditions. Dr Rashmi
Saluja, Chairperson,
GTTCI and Dr. Gaurav
Gupta, Founder
President, GTTCI, felic-
itated the performers
along with Ms. Olga
Krushkina and appreci-
ated the collaborative
efforts of the Russian
House and the
Rajasthani Academy in
showcasing India’s
artistic heritage.

Lucknow

A science exhibition/semi-
nar was organized at
Madrasa Darul Uloom
Warsiya, Gomtinagar
Lucknow, under the chair-
manship of Danish Azad
Ansari, Minister of State for
Minority Welfare, Muslim
Waqf and Haj, Government
of Uttar Pradesh.
Approximately 2000 stu-
dents studying in various
madrasas across the district
participated in the presence
of RP Singh, Joint Director
of Minority Welfare, Anjana
Sirohi, Registrar, Uttar
Pradesh Madrasa Education
Council, Balendu Kumar
Dwivedi, Deputy Registrar,
Uttar Pradesh Madrasa
Education Council and
Pawan Kumar Singh,
District Minority Welfare
Officer, Lucknow.The
Minister visited the science
exhibition and praised the
models presented by the
madrasa students. In his
address, the Minister stated
that today, madrasas are

undergoing a transforma-
tion. While religious educa-
tion is being imparted, mod-
ern science is also being
taught, as a result, madrasa
students are achieving suc-
cess in various fields. He
also assured the madrasa
students that the government
will provide all possible sup-
port in whatever field they
wish to pursue.At the event,
20 aided and recognized
madrasas in the district
demonstrated various
aspects of science through
live models, such as the
Agni missile, computer
operation, the functioning of
the lungs, and the solar sys-
tem.   Of these, the best three
madrasas were awarded the
first prize: Madrasa Darul
Uloom Warsiya, Gomti

Nagar, Lucknow, the second
prize, Madrasa Hanafiya
Ziaul Quran, Bara Chand
Ganj, Lucknow, and
Madrasa Iram Model
School, Barudkhana,
Lucknow. Also, the students
of Madrasas gave speeches
in Hindi and English on the
biography of Dr. APJ Abdul
Kalam, out of which the best
three students namely
Mohammad Shadab
Madrasa Jamia Arabia
Makhzanul Uloom,
Lucknow were given the
first prize, Mohammad Yasir
Madrasa Darul Uloom
Farooqia, Kakori Lucknow
was given the second prize
and MS Haniya Madrasa
Sheikhul Alam Sabiria
Chishtia Lucknow was
given the third prize. 

Mathura

Workers and officials of
the Bharatiya Kisan
Union (Sunil) protested
in Kota, Mauja Chandan
Nagar, Kunjan Nagar,
Mathura Block, demand-
ing the release of senior
farmer leader Gurnam
Singh Chaduni, raising
slogans against the
Haryana government and
demanding his release.

The farmers demonstrat-
ed vigorously, raising
slogans of "Down with
the Haryana government,
release Gurnam Singh
Chaduni." Pawan

Chaturvedi, National
Spokesperson of the
Bharatiya Kisan Union
(Sunil), and Narottam
Lal Parashar, Uttar
Pradesh General

Secretary of the
Bharatiya Kisan Union
(Sunil), said: "Farmer
leader Gurnam Singh
Chaduni fights for farm-
ers in Haryana. Farmers
in Haryana are facing
various problems.Farmer
leader Gurnam Singh
Chaduni fights for farm-
ers in Haryana.The
Haryana government has
demonstrated its anti-
farmer mentality by

arresting Gurnam Singh
Chaduni. We demand
from the Honorable
President of the coun-
try:The anti-farmer
Haryana government
should be dismissed and
farmer leader Gurnam
Singh Chaduni should be
immediately released."
Prominently present on
this occasion were the
Uttar Pradesh General
Secretary.  

Bahraich: In order to ensure
peace and security during the
Diwali festival, Rupaidiha
Inspector-in-Charge R.S.
Rawat, along with his col-
leagues and PAC personnel,
patrolled the areas adjacent to
the Nepal border. The team
removed haphazardly parked
rickshaws and carts. They
also patrolled Parallel Road
for security purposes.
Patrolling was also carried out
in areas including Central
Bank Square, Station Road,
Bajaja Market, Azad Road
and Goods Shed Road. The
team included SI Dhanji
Singh, Sanjeev Kumar Yadav,
Santosh Yadav, Head
Constable Ayodhya Prajapati,
Shamsher Ahmed.

Police patrolled
the town in view

of the festival

Mathura A grand Akshat
Mahotsav was organised on
the holy land of Mathura in the
presence of Bageshwar Dham
Sarkar Dhirendra Krishna
Shastri. Thousands of devo-
tees participated in this pro-
gramme organised at Shriji
Baba Saraswati Vidya Mandir,
Govardhan Road and filled
Braj Bhoomi with devotion.

Dhirendra Shastri said in his
inspirational message that
India does not need any exter-
nal revolution but a spiritual
revolution. When the youth of

India will inculcate religion,
culture and service in their
lives, only then India will
become the spiritual guide of
the world. The event was
organised by Braj Tirtha
Devalaya Trust Regd
Mathura. The programme
received special support from
Shri Ji Baba laya Parivar, Braj
Seva Foundation.

At Ekana Media T-20, Dr
Rajeshwar announces 

5 lakh assistance

Police arrested
and sent nine peo-
ple to jail for cre-
ating a ruckus on

NH 927
Bahraich

Nepali citizens working
in Indian areas are cur-
rently returning home
with their families for
Diwali. As a result, e-
rickshaw drivers, pedal
rickshaw drivers and
Nepali hotel agents are
seen luring them away
for commission.
However, local police
also arrested them
under charges of dis-
turbing the peace. On
Friday, these people
were again creating a
ruckus with Nepali pas-
sengers near the police
station and at the
Central Bank intersec-
tion. Providing informa-
tion in this regard,
Rupaidiha Inspector-in-
Charge R.S. Rawat stat-
ed that nine people
have been arrested for
creating a ruckus on NH
927. Afzal resident of
Nauwa village, police
station Nawabganj, Ram
Barati resident of
Rajapur Bardiya, Seraj
resident of Nepali village
Jamunaha, Khaginder
resident of Kalikot
Nepal, Guddu Jamunaha
Nepal, Vinod Jaispur
Nepal, Baldev and Vijay
residents of Usda Check
Nepal, Wahid resident
of Karimgaon police sta-
tion Rupaidiha were
arrested and sent to the
Court of Nanpara.

Bahraich

Last Tuesday night,
three youths riding
two bikes in the
Janaki village
assembly in the
Nepali region were
arrested with fire-
works worth ?1
lakh. Noise-produc-
ing fireworks are
banned in Nepal.
The arrested youths
have been identi-
fied as 25-year-old
Tishwar Ali, 32-
year-old
Mohammad
Hashim and 30-

year-old Yunus Rai,
residents of
Rupaidiha.  Banke
District DSP and
police spokesper-
son Deepak Patli
stated that the fire-
works, bikes and
three youths have
been sent to the
Nepalganj Customs
Office. 
Similarly, a large

Nepali police

arrested three with

illegal firecrackers

Protests were held against the Haryana govt. over the arrest of farmer leader Gurnam

The religious pilgrimage from Badrinath

will reach Mathura tomorrow
Dalit man beaten up, case 

filed under SC/ST Act

Cultural Showcase “Echoes of Tradition” Celebrates Indian

Dance and Indo- Russian Friendship at Russian House

A woman was beaten and injured, and a
case was filed under the SC/ST Act

Madrassa children should draw

inspiration from the life of Missile

Man, APJ Abdul Kalam- Danish

Bageshwar Dham's head priest Dhirendra

Shastri arrived in Mathura
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Upon opening the shop on Tuesday morning, he discovered the theft, finding the goods scattered

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Naini. Late Monday
night, thieves broke into
a gram and bean shop
in Hanuman Nagar,
Naini. The thieves
entered the shop by
removing the tin shed
from the shop's roof and
stole cash and other
goods from the cash
box. The shop owner
discovered the incident in the morning, and then informed the police. According to

reports, Ramesh
Kesharwani, a resident
of Kazipur in the Naini
Kotwali area, owns a
gram and bean shop in
Hanuman Nagar.
Ramesh Kesharwani
stated that he had
closed the shop as usual
that night and gone
home. Upon opening
the shop on Tuesday
morning, he discovered
the theft, finding the
goods scattered.

According to Ramesh,
the thieves took approx-
imately five thousand
rupees in cash, includ-
ing notes and coins,
from the cash box. A
speaker kept in the shop
was also stolen. The
thieves had entered by
removing the tin shed
from the shop's roof.
The victim has filed a
written complaint with
the Naini Kotwali
police station.

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Kaushambi 
At the Superintendent of
Police's office in
Kaushambi, Superintendent
of Police Rajesh Kumar lis-
tens to the problems of the
general public and attempts
to resolve them every day
from 10:00 am. After not
getting justice from the
police station office and the
Circle Officer's office, many
complainants reach the
Superintendent of Police
and narrate their grievances.
In this sequence, on
Tuesday also, many com-
plainants reached the
Superintendent of Police's
office and after not getting

justice from the police sta-
tion, they submitted a com-
plaint letter to the
Superintendent of Police
and demanded justice.
While hearing the complaint
application of the com-
plainants, Superintendent of
Police Rajesh Kumar direct-
ed the concerned station in-
charge to investigate the
matter and resolve the prob-
lem immediately with quali-
ty. Due to the poor system
of the station in-charges, the
complainants have to reach
the Superintendent of
Police's office. 
During the public hearing in
the police office by the
Superintendent of Police,
dozens of complainants nar-
rated their grievances.

Complainants are reaching the
Superintendent of Police's office

after failing to receive justice
from the police station

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Kaushambi 
Four people have died in the
past two days in Sant Kabir
Nagar, Osa, Ward No. 24 of
the Manjhanpur Municipal
Council area, the district
headquarters. An atmosphere
of grief has gripped the vil-
lage. Upon receiving the
information, Municipal

Council member Gamla Devi
and her husband Aryaveer
visited the family to offer
condolences. According to
reports, Ramnarayan
Ravidas, son of Ram
Sajeevan, a resident of Osa
village, has passed away. His
last rites were performed in
the presence of hundreds of
people. Similarly, Ram
Sumer Vishwakarma, son of

Ram Sajeevan Vishwakarma,
also from Osa village, has
died suddenly. Upon receiv-
ing the news of his death,
mourning spread among the
people and his last rites were
performed. Surjeet, wife of
Osa village resident Vikas
Sen, has also died suddenly.
Vikas Sen was married six
months ago and his sudden
death just days after the wed-

ding has shocked people. It
is reported that Vikas's wife
Surjeet had been suffering
from fever for some days
and died in the hospital dur-
ing treatment. 

Sonu Saroj, son of the vil-
lage resident, Mool Saroj
also died due to illness. After
the death of one woman and
three men in the village
within two days, a wave of

mourning has spread in the
entire village. Councilor of
Nagar Palika Parishad
Manjhanpur, Gamla Devi
and her husband Aryaveer
reached the homes of the
deceased families and
expressed condolences and
consoled them and assured
them of getting all possible
financial help from the gov-
ernment.

Osa residents are saddened by the deaths of four people in two days
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Kaushambi 
In action against the vil-
lage head and secretary
found guilty of financial
irregularities and violat-
ing the Kaushambi DM's
orders, the secretary has
been suspended.
However, the DPRO is
backing away from taking
action against the village
head. Law and order is
being handled arbitrarily
in the Panchayati Raj
Department, and corrup-
tion is on the rise. The
government treasury is
not safe due to the actions
of the District Panchayat
Raj Officer. It has been
reported that in such
cases, the village head
incurs thousands of
rupees from his own
pocket for each court
appearance. This money
is not reimbursed from
the government treasury.
Therefore, action cannot
be taken against the vil-
lage head.Former DM
Madhusudan Hulgi had
ordered action against the
village head and secretary
for non-compliance with
orders from higher offi-
cials and financial irregu-
larities in the Raipur
Gram Panchayat of the
Sarsawa block area.
Following this, DDO
Shailen Vyas suspended
Secretary Manoj Kumar

Soni, Village
Development Officer, on
October 25th. The District
Magistrate (DM) also
issued a show-cause
notice under Section 95G
of the Panchayati Raj Act
on October 28th, remov-
ing the Pradhan from his
post. Meanwhile, former
DM Madhusudan Hulgi
was transferred. Since
then, efforts are being
made to cover up the mat-
ter and protect the
Pradhan. DPRO Anil
Kumar Singh stated that,
since the Secretary is a
government employee,
taking action against him
is easy, but taking action
against the Pradhan is not.
After the proceedings, if
the Pradhan goes to court,
he has to spend ten thou-
sand rupees from his own
pocket for each hearing.
This money is not avail-
able from the government
treasury. Therefore, sus-
pending the Pradhan is
not easy. The then DM
Madhusudan Hulgi also
issued a show-cause
notice to Raipur Pradhan
Anup Kumar on May 25,
2025. The second notice
was issued on October 28,
2025. Meanwhile, after
the transfer of DM
Madhusudan Hulgi,
DPRO Anil Kumar Singh,
in collusion with the vil-
lage head, is working to
cover up the matter.

The DPRO is backing away

from taking action against

the village head accused of

financial irregularities

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj. The dis-
trict administration is
regularly reviewing
the Farmer
Registration process
through meetings
with officials from
the tehsil administra-
tion, agriculture
department, block
development officers,
and other relevant
departments. Despite
this, the CSC opera-
tors in Bara tehsil are
showing no interest.
Displeased by this,
SDM Bara issued
strict instructions to
the relevant depart-
ments and operators

on Tuesday.Farmer
registration is cur-
rently considered one
of the most important
tasks for the govern-
ment. Farmers have
been made aware of
this through various
means, yet only 56
percent of farmers in
Bara tehsil have
completed their
farmer registration.
Consequently, SDM
Bara Prerna Gautam
has issued strict
instructions to the
officials of the rele-
vant departments.
SDM Bara stated that
all departments have
been informed that
strict action will be
taken if negligence is

observed. Action has
been ordered upon
receiving com-
plaints.CSC opera-
tors are not taking
interest.The govern-
ment has also
assigned CSCs
(Public Service
Centers) the respon-
sibility for farmer
registration, but
according to depart-
mental information,
CSC operators are
not taking any inter-
est. Currently,
approximately 415
CSCs are operating
in the Shankargarh
and Jasra develop-
ment blocks of Bara
tehsil. 

Their oper-

ators have been
ordered to educate
nearby farmers about
farmer registration,
but very few are tak-
ing any interest. Jasra
Seed Warehouse
Incharge Kamal
Ahmed stated that a
center was set up to
assist at the seed
warehouse, but it
closed after only
three days of opera-
tion. Bara SDM
Prerna Gautam stated
that no written com-
plaint has been
received yet. A fresh
order was issued on
Tuesday. Action will
be taken immediately
upon receipt of a
complaint.

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj. A vigi-
lance team arrested a
clerk in the Irrigation
Department's
Executive Engineer's
office red-handed
while accepting a
bribe of 11,000
rupees. Jitendra
Kumar, clerk in the
Irrigation Division I
Executive Engineer's
office, was demand-
ing a bribe from con-
tractor Gufran.
Gufran had applied
for a contract. Despite
having all the neces-
sary documents, his
file was stuck in the
Executive Engineer's
office. He made sev-

eral trips but received
no hearing. Clerk
Jitendra demanded
money to get the con-
tract issued. The deal
was settled for 11,000
rupees. Gufran com-
plained to the Anti-
Corruption Branch. A
vigilance team was
deployed to appre-
hend the accused.
Clerk Jitendra Kumar
had called Gufran to
the office in
Mehandori, Shivkuti
area, to give him the
money. 

Upon arriving at
the scene, the vigi-
lance team caught
him red-handed as
soon as the Executive
Engineer accepted the
money.

Vigilance arrests clerk in
Irrigation Department for

accepting 11,000 rupees bribe

Kokhraj 

On the orders of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, a
case has been registered in
Kokhraj police station
under various sections
against 7 people including
2 former chairmen of
Bharwari and former BJP
MLA Chail on the charges
of forcibly occupying a
house in Bharwari town of
Kokhraj police station area
of ??Kaushambi district and
getting the names registered
in the Khasra register of the
Municipality through
forged documents.
According to the case, the
victim Rajdulari wife of
Umashankar has alleged
that after the death of her
husband, former BJP chair-
man and former BJP MLA
Chail Sanjay Gupta, former
chairman Kailash Chandra
Kesarwani, his wife former
chairman Sunita Kesarwani,
due to their political and
administrative influence,
pressurized the executive

officer of the Municipality
and got the names of the
opponents registered on her
house and forcibly got the
house occupied by the
opponents.It was alleged
that despite complaining to
higher officials, Nagar
Palika EO Ram Singh and
Nagar Palika administration
is not giving her reply to
the RTI, which was com-
plained to the government
and the Chief Minister, but
no hearing took place, after
which the victim com-
plained to Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath. After the
order of the Chief Minister,
Kokhraj police station late
night registered a case
against former Chairman of
Bharwari Kailash Chandra
Kesarwani, his wife former
Chairman Sunita
Kesarwani, former
Chairman Bharwari and
former MLA Chail Sanjay
Gupta Dilip Ajay Vijay
Sanjay under various sec-
tions and has started inves-
tigation.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj: A middle-aged
woman riding a bike died on
the spot after being hit by a pri-
vate bus on the Manda Khas-
Lalganj main road in the police
station area late Monday night.
The bus driver, driving at high
speed and negligently, cut off
the bike, causing the woman to
fall onto the road and be hit by
the bus.

The incident
occurred near Dhari, under the
jurisdiction of the Manda police
station.An uncontrolled private
bus (number UP 70 GT 0437)
hit a bike. 51-year-old Nanki
Devi, who was riding pillion,
was seriously injured and died
on the spot. The deceased's son,
Akhilesh Kumar (resident of
village Pura Kashi Nath, Dubar
Kala, Lalganj police station,
Mirzapur district), was driving
the bike and narrowly escaped
the accident. 

Upon receiving information,
the Manda police immediately
arrived at the scene. The police
took possession of the body and
sent it to the mortuary for post-
mortem.

Akhilesh Kumar filed
a complaint with the police. He
alleged that the private bus
driver, driving at high speed
and negligently, cut off his
bike, causing his mother, Nanki
Devi, to fall under the bus's
wheels. He was traveling with
his mother on the bike to their
home in Manda, Lalganj, while
the private bus was coming
from Lalganj to Manda,
Prayagraj.Based on the com-
plaint, the police have filed a
case against the driver of the
private bus (number UP 70 GT
0437). The bus has been taken
into custody and parked at the
Manda police station.Manda
Sub-Inspector Nihal Gupta stat-
ed that a case has been regis-
tered based on the complaint of
the deceased's son, and the
body has been sent for post-
mortem.

Middle-aged woman dies after being hit

by a bus: A case has been filed against the

bus driver based on her son's complaint

SDM Distressed Over Farmer Registration,

Held Meeting, Issued Strict Instructions

A case has been filed under vari-

ous sections on the orders of the

CM against seven people, includ-

ing a former BJP MLA from Chail 

Thieves removed the tin shed from the shop's

roof and stole cash and other goods

Municipal Council member Gamla Devi and her husband Aryaveer visited the 

families of the deceased to express their condolences
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No single power—be it the
United States, China, Russia,
Iran, or India—can fundamen-
tally change the reality of
Balochistan or the lives of its
inhabitants on either side of
the border. Borders always
divide; they are never as
“organic” or as “natural” as we
imagine them. Balochistan
remains a complex geographi-
cal and ethnographic conun-
drum. In Interviews I have con-
ducted with Baloch human
rights activists, a stark reality
often emerges: the people are
not regarded as citizens, and
their lives are not valued. This
is not merely a humanitarian
crisis—it is a strategic condi-
tion.For security analysts,

mastering the terrain is half
the battle—after all, geopoli-
tics is quite literally the politics
of geography.The shared chal-
lenge facing India, China,
Pakistan, and Iran is that, con-
trary to the neat abstractions
of the nation-state, their bor-
ders stretch into regions better
described as frontiers—zones
of transition rather than lines
of separation. These areas are
dynamic, expansive, and
marked by extreme poverty
and shifting norms. The issue
is not the rule of law, but the
absence of it. This civilisational
challenge defines Balochistan,
as it does Kurdistan and, for
decades, Afghanistan. How
India engages with this liminal-

ity carries strategic conse-
quences.Baloch militancy can
be broadly divided into two
ideological currents: First, the
Baloch Liberation Army (BLA),
a secular ethnonationalist
insurgency opposing both
Pakistan and China, echoes the
outlook of the People’s
Defense Units (YPG) in Syria.
Second, Jaysh al-Adl (Army of
Justice), a Sunni-Jihadi group
operating from the Iranian
side of the border and a suc-
cessor to Jundallah, resembles
Al-Nusra Front in its tactics
and ideology.Despite their ide-
ological differences, both the
BLA and Jaysh al-Adl groups
engage in similar tactical oper-
ations. 

Across Balochistan, irregular
forces compete with Pakistani
and Iranian security services
for control over territory, pop-
ulations, smuggling routes,
and revenue. Control remains
fluid. 
The US designation of the BLA

as a Foreign Terrorist
Organization (FTO) ostensibly
responds to attack patterns.
Yet, the focus on secular insur-
gents rather than jihadist
actors creates a paradox—
especially given the tactical
symmetry across the border—
emerging from overlapping
identities, pulls and pressures.
Baloch groups are held togeth-
er by tribal, kinship, religious,
and paramilitary networks. 

When a homemaker and a lawyer went to the
Bombay High Court this month, they were not
asking for the right to marry; they were asking
for the right not to be taxed for giving gifts to
each other. In their petition, they argued that
Section 56(2)(x) of the Income Tax Act exempts
gifts between spouses from tax, but does not
extend that exemption to same-sex couples
since the law does not recognise them as spous-
es. In their case, the absence of marriage recog-
nition meant the presence of a tax bill. It is a
reminder that even without entering the debate
on marriage equality, the law is already punish-
ing same–sex couples in small and large ways
that are rarely discussed.This tax case is not an
isolated problem. It is one of the many points in
a web of laws where the word ‘spouse’ decides
who is entitled and who is excluded. Inheritance
laws under the Hindu Succession Act, 1956 or
the Indian Succession Act, 1925 give priority to a
legally recognised spouse, leaving partners as
legal strangers. Many states also offer conces-
sional stamp duty for property transfers
between spouses, but same-sex couples pay the
higher rate because they cannot produce a mar-
riage certificate. In practice, it can mean paying
significantly more for the same
transaction.These gaps are not just about
money; they appear in moments of crisis.
Research on discrimination in Indian hospitals
has shown that queer people are often denied
recognition of their chosen partners as next of
kin. In emergencies, this can mean being refused
entry to an intensive care unit (ICU) or being
blocked from giving consent for urgent treat-
ment.The Surrogacy (Regulation) Act of 2021
and the Assisted Reproductive Technology
(Regulation) Act, 2021 go further, excluding
same-sex couples from surrogacy and restricting
adoption to single individuals or married hetero-
sexual couples. In effect, the laws treat them as
incapable of raising a child together, no matter
their stability or commitment.Employment rules
reinforce the same pattern. In government serv-
ice, Leave Travel Concession (LTC), medical reim-
bursement, and family pension benefits are tied
to a recognised spouse. Private companies may
choose to extend coverage, but the default lan-
guage in most HR manuals mirrors the govern-
ment’s. Studies of India’s insurance sector show
that traditional group health insurance schemes
frequently exclude same-sex partners, and even
where some progressive companies extend cov-
erage, it is not guaranteed by law. The
Employees’ Provident Fund allows broader nom-
inations, but pension rules under the
Employees’ Pension Scheme, 1995 limit eligibili-
ty to spouses or children. Even when a company
accepts a same-sex partner as a nominee, it is a
discretionary gesture, not a right protected by
law. Immigration policy adds another layer of
instability. A foreign national married to an
Indian citizen can apply for a dependent visa or
be registered as an Overseas Citizen of India, but
same-sex partners cannot. They rely on tourist
or business visas that require regular renewals,
creating a constant risk of separation if paper-
work lapses or rules change. These are invisible
forms of insecurity that heterosexual couples
rarely have to confront.The lack of recognition
also weakens legal protections when relation-
ships end. The Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act, 2005, while covering
women in domestic relationships, leaves uncer-
tainty about its application to same–sex couples.
Maintenance and alimony provisions in personal
laws and the Criminal Procedure Code apply to
spouses, shutting out partners who may have
been financially dependent for years. Without
these remedies, breakups can mean abrupt evic-
tion, loss of shared assets, and no legal
recourse.India’s own courts have already recog-
nised that families do not fit a single tem-
plate. In the Deepika Singh v.
Central Administrative Tribunal
judgment, the court observed
that such atypical manifesta-
tions of the family unit.

As the Minister of Revenue and
Land Reforms in Bihar, I am
honoured to lead a depart-
ment that forms the bedrock of
our state’s socio-economic
framework under the dynamic
leadership of Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar and the visionary
guidance of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.Land is not
merely an asset in Bihar; it is
the foundation of livelihoods,
heritage, and progress. Since
assuming this role in February
2025, my team and I, in align-
ment with the state govern-
ment’s commitment to trans-
formative governance, have
prioritised reforms to mod-
ernise the land management
system.These initiatives, rooted
in digital innovation and citi-
zen-centric policies, aim to
eliminate inefficiencies, reduce
disputes, and empower mil-
lions with secure property
rights. They resonate with PM
Modi’s ambitious vision for a
Viksit Bharat by 2047 and Nitish
Kumar’s relentless pursuit of a
prosperous, inclusive Bihar. In
this article, I highlight our key
achievements, their impacts,
and how they contribute to the
shared vision of a developed
India. PM Modi’s Viksit Bharat
2047 vision, articulated in his
historic 103-minute
Independence Day speech on
15 August 2025 from the Red
Fort, envisions India as a $35
trillion economy by its centen-
nial independence, leading
globally in technology, defence,
and inclusivity. He urged every
institution and individual to
work toward this goal, empha-
sising self-reliance
(Atmanirbhar Bharat), innova-
tion, and citizen empower-
ment. In Bihar, Nitish Kumar’s
government has embraced this
vision, driving policies that
blend technological advance-
ment with grassroots develop-
ment. His leadership has been
instrumental in transforming

Bihar from a state of challenges
to one of opportunities, with
land and water reforms serving
as critical pillars. Our initiatives
in the Revenue and Land
Reforms Department align
seamlessly with PM Modi’s call
for a developed India and
Nitish Kumar’s focus on equi-
table growth, ensuring Bihar
contributes significantly to the
Viksit Bharat mission. Under
the state government’s digital-
first approach, championed by
Nitish Kumar, we have acceler-
ated the Bihar Bhumi portal, a
flagship platform that reflects
PM Modi’s Digital India vision
and Bihar’s commitment to
ease of living. This portal
enables landowners to access,
verify, and update records
remotely, streamlining process-
es like mutation and ownership
verification.In February 2025,
we extended the self-declara-
tion window for plot details
until February 2026, allowing
citizens to provide their owner-
ship details, plot numbers and
areas to update Khatian (record
of rights) and online land
record. This has allowed the
processing of thousands of
applications while reducing
corruption and backlog, mirror-
ing the state government’s
focus on transparency and PM
Modi’s success with national
schemes like Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT). Bihar’s pioneer-

ing Integrated Land Record
Management System with
Spatial Mutation portal, the
first in India to automatically
update land maps with proper-
ty transactions, enhances
transparency and reduces dis-
putes, contributing to the Viksit
Bharat goal of efficient gover-
nance. A statewide toll free
helpline — 18003456215 — for
land related issues has also
been launched, facilitating
information and complaint
redressal and bringing govern-
ment close to masses. The
Rajaswa Maha Abhiyan,
launched on 16 August and
running until 20 September, is a
testament to Nitish Kumar’s
emphasis on grassroots gover-
nance. This door-to-door cam-
paign, which has seen the dis-
tribution of over 23 lakh
Jamabandi (land register)
copies and correction forms so
far, leverages GIS mapping and
drone surveys for precision.
Panchayat-level camps with
laptops ensure real-time data
entry, making services accessi-
ble in remote areas and
embodying PM Modi’s last-
mile connectivity ethos and
Bihar’s inclusive development
model. Integrated with the
Bihar Bhumi portal, the cam-
paign allows citizens to track
applications, fostering trust
and participation, which are
the key tenets of both Viksit

Bharat and Nitish Kumar’s citi-
zen-led governance. To amplify
outreach, we engaged PR pro-
fessionals to leverage social
media platforms like X and
Meta aligning with PM Modi’s
innovative communication
strategies and Nitish Kumar’s
focus on public engagement.
This has educated Biharis on
land rights, driving transparen-
cy and participation, much like
the state’s successful aware-
ness campaigns for schemes
like Saat Nishchay. On 7 May
this year, Bihar, under Nitish
Kumar’s visionary Jal-Jeevan-
Hariyali Mission, became the
first Indian state to launch the
Gazetteer-cum-Atlas of Water
Bodies, mapping over 550
rivers, 4,500 wetlands, and
1.06 lakh ponds with Unique
Identification Numbers (UIDs).
This initiative, inspired by water
body depletion in Darbhanga,
supports PM Modi’s Jal Jeevan
Mission and Viksit Bharat’s sus-
tainability goals, as well as
Nitish Kumar’s environmental
agenda. Enriched with histori-
cal, socio-economic, and envi-
ronmental data, the atlas aids
anti-encroachment efforts,
plans new ponds in water-
scarce areas, and strengthens
water conservation. 

It aligns with PM Modi’s
praise for the Jal Jeevan
Mission’s success in providing
tap water to about 15.7 crore
rural households and Nitish
Kumar’s focus on sustainable
rural development, positioning
Bihar as a model for water
resource management.
Beyond digitalisation, the state
government has prioritised
structural reforms to support
PM Modi’s vision of a stream-
lined, self-reliant governance
framework and Nitish Kumar’s
goal of administrative efficien-
cy. The Bihar Amin Cadre Rules,
2025, enforced in August, reor-
ganise amins’ cadres with sen-
iority lists and performance-

based promotions, ensuring a
skilled workforce for land sur-
veys. This supports the
statewide survey, extended to
December 2026, covering 661
villages with GPS and drone
technology to update cadastral
maps and resolve disputes.
These efforts echo PM Modi’s
push for institutional reforms,
as seen in his Task Force for
Next-Generation Economic
Reforms, and Nitish Kumar’s
focus on disciplined gover-
nance.Our district-wise ranking
system, introduced in April
2025, evaluates performance
on mutation efficiency and rev-
enue collection, with
Sheikhpura leading the state.
This fosters competition and
efficiency, aligning with PM
Modi’s call for accountability
and Nitish Kumar’s emphasis
on performance-driven admin-
istration.  We have also
addressed disruptions like the
recent survey workers’ strike,
reflecting the state govern-
ment’s resolve for uninterrupt-
ed progress, a principle shared
with Viksit Bharat. These
reforms — digital platforms,
water atlas, and structural
changes — have reduced litiga-
tion, improved revenue collec-
tion, and enhanced economic
opportunities, particularly for
farmers. Accurate land records
and mapped water bodies facil-
itate access to loans, subsidies,
and irrigation, supporting PM
Modi’s vision of empowering
small farmers (85 per cent of
India’s agrarian population)
and Nitish Kumar’s agricultural
development goals. The PM
Dhan-Dhaanya Krishi Yojana,
targeting 100 backward farm-
ing districts, finds synergy in
our efforts to strengthen
Bihar’s agrarian backbone, con-
tributing to India’s global food
security leadership and Bihar’s
economic resilience. Our initia-
tives are deeply rooted in PM
Modi’s Viksit Bharat

After months of diplo-
matic turbulence, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is finally embarking on a
bilateral visit that mat-
ters. It’s not
Washington, not
Moscow, not Beijing,
but Tokyo.Japan has
always been a natural
partner for India. It’s a
relationship anchored
in shared democratic
values, economic com-
plementarities, and
maritime imperatives.
Yet despite this “natu-
ralness”, India-Japan
ties have rarely lived up
to their potential. This
visit, the first by an
Indian Prime Minister in
seven years, comes at a
moment of strategic flu-
idity: after a heartbreak
with the United States,
a misconstrued reset
with China, and an even
more misconstrued
rebound with Russia.
Against this backdrop,
turning to Japan is not
only timely but neces-
sary.The timing itself is
deliberate. The visit pre-
cedes India’s participa-
tion in the Shanghai
C o o p e r a t i o n
Organisation (SCO), a
grouping increasingly
dominated by China,
backed by Russia, and
including Pakistan,
which is ever more
entangled in Beijing’s
orbit. If India is to
remain relevant in this
shifting regional bal-
ance—and beyond—
anchoring its partner-
ship with Japan pro-
vides an indispensable

co u nte r we i g ht .T h e
India-Japan story is
often told with nostal-
gia. Conferences, policy
papers, and panel dis-
cussions frequently
dwell on the sentimen-
tal—the Azad Hind Fauj,
the elephant gifted to
Japan, or Rabindranath
Tagore’s exchanges
with Japanese thinkers.
Even in more contem-
porary discussions,
Shinzo Abe’s landmark
“Confluence of the Two
Seas” speech in 2007
often dominates, credit-
ed with inspiring the
vision of a free and
open Indo-Pacific and,
eventually, the
Quad.These legacies are
important, but exces-
sive reliance on them
has created a trap.
When a partnership is
framed primarily
through the lens of
“past goodness”, it risks
obscuring the urgency
of present opportuni-
ties. Too much of India-
Japan engagement has
either been anchored in
historical frameworks
or subordinated to the
Quad, leaving bilateral
possibilities underex-
plored. For a relation-
ship described as “natu-
ral”, its underperfor-
mance in tangible out-
comes is striking.India
and Japan’s partnership
has underdelivered
because New Delhi has
played it too safe.For
one, it has not kept
pace with Tokyo’s trans-
formation into a more
assertive security actor,

leaving defence tech-
nology cooperation
underexploited and co-
development opportu-
nities on the table.Trade
too has been disap-
pointing—stuck around
$22 billion despite
decades of Japanese
investment. Japan’s vast
development footprint
in South Asia through
the Japan International
Cooperation Agency
(JICA) has barely been
woven into India’s
regional playbook.Most
importantly, India still
clings to a narrow view
of security, ignoring
Japan’s sharper recogni-
tion that the Euro-
Atlantic and Indo-Pacific
are now inseparably
linked.
By staying cautious
instead of ambitious,
India has allowed a
“natural partnership” to
remain underwhelm-
ing, missing the chance
to shape the regional
order alongside one of
its most reliable
allies.To be sure, there
are visible positives
with the latest visit.
Japan is expected to
invest around $68 bil-
lion in India’s semicon-
ductor and other tech
sectors, part of its strat-
egy to diversify away
from China.For
decades, Japan’s over-
seas development assis-
tance (ODA) was its pri-
mary foreign policy
tool, compensating for
constitutional restric-
tions on military
engagement. 

India must move Japan from ‘old

friend’ trap to real partners
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
recently warned journalists against
linking present trends in India-China
relations with India’s more recent
frustrations vis-à-vis the US. There is
a strong degree of truth in this warn-
ing. Contrary to the prevailing analy-
sis that Trump has induced India and
China to improve and repair ties, the
bilateral relationship has shown little
to no sign of improvement and
arguably has even deteriorated
under the calmer surface. Let me
explain.At present, the quantum of
trends as well as indications of
‘improved’ ties in the bilateral rela-
tionship can be divided into four cat-
egories. First, a return to diplomatic
and economic ‘normalcy’ such as the
resumption of flights, religious pil-
grimages and border trade.Second,
increasing talk of economic conver-
gence amid a gradual return of
Chinese investments. Third, growing
peace and tranquillity at the border.
And finally, strategic/geopolitical
convergences in the age of

Trump.Across all these four domains,
‘improvement signs’ are loud but
misleading or chimeral, while ‘deteri-
orating’ trends are getting more
entrenched under the radar.This
entails signs such as resumption (or
planned resumption) of direct flights,
exchange of journalists, enhanced
people-to-people ties, issuing of
visas for businesspersons, resump-
tion of border trade and the sharing
of hydrological data. The drip-feed of
small but persistent and incremental
news pertaining to these develop-
ments shapes and reinforces the idea
that ties are improving over time.
However, this is based on a false
causal theory.The two countries are
aiming to reinstate exchanges and
processes that were the norm until
2019. However, no one was ever of
the view back in 2019 that relations
were positive and improving because
such exchanges existed. In other
words, the resumption of these
processes says very little about real
improvement in ties.

India-China ties — improvement signs are

loud, problems sliding under the radar

Tax terror and India’s
same-sex couples

GST reform is pointless if it doesn’t simplify tax slabs 

Our initiatives are deeply rooted
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AR and VR have the potential
to make cultural heritage

more accessible to everybody 

Delhi: India has to make use of technology to
market and protect its history. Dr. Neeru Misra, a
visiting professor at the BL Institute of Indology in
Delhi and a former director of the ICCR, will dis-
cuss the challenges of digital preservation and
how new technologies might help preserve cul-
tural artifacts for future generations. When used
to the preservation of artifacts and cultural histo-
ry, digital technology and artificial intelligence
(AI) will have a revolutionary impact. The process
of digitization involves creating digital archives
that are resistant to damage by using high-reso-
lution imagery and 3D modeling to preserve arti-
facts. Scholarly investigation and popular appre-
ciation will be made easier with this measure,
which will safeguard physical degradation and
guarantee accessibility on a worldwide scale.
Predicting possible harm, analyzing environmen-
tal conditions that impact artefact deterioration,
and enabling exact restoration are all ways in
which artificial intelligence (AI) enhances preser-
vation. As an added bonus, it uses historical data
to restore damaged or lost works while maintain-
ing their authenticity. In addition to these initia-
tives, VR and AR provide democratized access to
cultural heritage by providing virtual experiences
of historical sites and artifacts. 

Delhi: Five third-
generation
Indian Institutes of

Technology (IITs)
founded between
2015 and 2016 are
falling short of their
intake targets, with
fewer masters and
PhD enrolments
than available seats,
declining place-
ments, and faculty
vacancies. The gov-
ernment announced
six new IITs in
Palakkad, Bhilai,
Jammu, Dharwad,
Tirupati, and Goa in
2015, with a “initial
intake of 180 stu-
dents in the first
year from tempo-
rary campuses,
increasing to 450 in
the second year and
to 928 (including
840 undergradu-
ates) in the third
year”.In 2017, the
Union Cabinet
changed the intake

estimates. 
According to 2017
Cabinet-approved
figures shared by IIT
Tirupati, by
2023–24, IIT
Tirupati and IIT
Palakkad would
have 2,550 students
(900 undergradu-
ates) and the
remaining IITs 2,540
students (1,170
u n d e r g ra d u a t e s )
across all courses.
Right to Information
(RTI) Act data and
open source data
suggest that many
of these institutes
are still falling short
of the predicted fig-
ure. 

At present, IIT
Tirupati has 1,700
students, which is
expected to rise by
2021-22. IIT Tirupati
director K.N.
Satyanarayana said
“The Cabinet
approval for con-
struction of a per-
manent campus for
1,200 students was
given only in
November 2017 as
part of Phase A.
COVID years delayed
targets. The Cabinet
recently approved
Phase B construc-
tion to accommo-
date 1,300 more
students (2500) by
2029. 

Delhi: The Central
Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE)
announced its final
polic for two board
exams for Class 10
students in 2026,
making the first
mandatory and the
second optional. The
Board produced a
policy draft in
February and solicit-
ed stakeholder
input. CBSE
Controller of
E x a m i n a t i o n s
Sanyam Bhardwaj
reported that 65% of
pupils supported
t w i c e - a s s i g n e d
tests.To ensure
pupils take the first
exam seriously,
teachers and princi-
pals advised making
it mandatory.The
2023 National
C u r r i c u l u m
Framework, modi-
fied to reflect the
National Education
Policy (NEP), 2020,

allows students two
attempts each
year—one main
exam and one
optional improve-
ment exam—to min-
imize the high-stakes
character of board
exams. Exams are
between February
and May. The CBSE
has ruled that stu-
dents who are miss-
ing in three or more
courses during the

first board exam,
which would be the
major exam, cannot
sit the second
(optional) exam.
According to the
final policy, such stu-
dents would be
placed in the
‘Essential Repeat’
category and can
only retake the
major tests in
February the follow-
ing year.  

Delhi: With tensions rising between Iran and
Israel, the Indian government has initiated
Operation Sindhu to remove its nationals,
including more than 6,000 students, from Iran,
which is currently experiencing the effects of a
civil war. The inaugural aircraft touched down in
New Delhi from Yerevan, Armenia, with 110
Indian nationals on
board, the majori-
ty of them were
students. Because
of the unpre-
dictability in
Russia and
Ukraine, the
majority of these
MBBS candidates choose to study medicine in
Iran. The students' careers have been put on
indefinite hold due to the ongoing Iran-Israel
conflict, and they are worried about it. Hasan
Zaidi, an MBBS student from Agra, Uttar
Pradesh, who went to Iran in 2024 to attend the
Arak University of Medical Sciences in Arak, is
only considering going back . He felt compelled
to go back to India after this, his first year of col-
lege. At first, we thought the war would be over
soon and that we wouldn't have to come back. I
opted for Iran since my schooling appeared safer
than in Russia or Ukraine due to the ongoing
conflict. Quite unexpectedly, a comparable sce-
nario has just surfaced in Iran. Tehran is in a very
precarious position. Iranians are fleeing to more
secure regions. According to Hasan, the Indian
embassy in Tehran is providing assistance to stu-
dents who are attempting to evacuate through
neighboring countries such as Turkmenistan and
Armenia.

Delhi : An alleged set of
political science graduate
papers focusing on Islam,
Pakistan, and China were
recently rejected by a tribu-
nal at Delhi University.
Many members were
opposed to the plan.
People felt strongly about
it; some thought it was an
example of ideological cen-
sorship, while others saw it
as a way to make the cur-
riculum more "India-centric
and bias-free." The
Standing Committee for
Academic Matters at DU
met  and decided to elimi-
nate four elective courses:
Islam and International
Relations, Pakistan and the

World, China's Role in the
Contemporary World, and
State and Society in
Pakistan. When the group
reconvenes on July 1, they
will finally get down to
reading and discussing
paper number five:
Religious Nationalism and
Political Violence. Professor

Monami Sinha, who was on
the committee, disagreed
with the decision and
claimed that the changes
show an effort to water
down content that is con-
troversial but still relevant
to academia. We contend-
ed that thorough research
on China and Pakistan.

Delhi: A Memorandum
of Understanding
(MoU) has been signed
between the
Universities of Leeds
(UoL) in the United
Kingdom and Delhi
(DU) in India, formally
establishing a strategic
academic relationship
between the two insti-
tutions. The two insti-
tutions hope to
strengthen their
c a p a c i t y - b u i l d i n g
efforts, exchange
teachers and students
more easily, and
increase their collabo-
rative research
through this arrange-
ment. The institution
has released a state-

ment stating that the
MoU lays the ground-
work for a lasting aca-
demic partnership that
will include collabora-
tive research, academ-
ic events, co-teaching,
and shared learning
platforms. In order to
facilitate international
cooperation and the
generation of new

information, the two
schools intend to forge
closer relationships
with one another. The
social science faculty
at the University of
Leeds spearheaded the
development of the
friendship that would
eventually blossom
into the cooperation.

Delhi: Students can
breathe a sigh of
relief as the
University Grants
Commission (UGC)
has revised its provi-
sions regarding dual
degrees. Acquired
degrees prior to
2022 will now be rec-
ognized as valid, as
long as they were
earned in accor-
dance with UGC
r e q u i r e m e n t s .
Starting from that
day forward, stu-
dents were able to
pursue two degrees
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y
according to a notifi-
cation issued by the
UGC. All degrees
earned at the same
time prior to April
13, 2022, were null
and void. Those UGC
guidelines state that
a student cannot
claim benefits based
on two degrees
earned concurrently
before 13 April 2022,
and they also state
that these degrees
will not be recog-
nized. 
The UGC resolved to

revise this previous
regulation during its

meeting on April 3,
2025. Guidelines
were subsequently
updated and
released on June 5,
2025. New regula-
tions make it possi-
ble to recognise a
student's dual
degree completion
provided both
degrees were earned
in accordance with
UGC requirements. If
you want to get two
degrees at once, you
have to meet the
requirements set out
by the UGC. Both
classes should not
have conflicting
schedules. Both
courses can be taken
in physical mode,
however the class
times need to be dif-
ferent. 

Dual Degrees Granted 

Prior to 2022 by UGC
Delhi: The Indian gov-
ernment began
Operation Sindhu to
evacuate its residents,
including over 6,000
students, from war-
torn Iran amid rising
tensions with Israel. 

New Delhi
received 110 Indians,
mostly students, on
the inaugural flight
from Yerevan,
Armenia.  Due to
instability in Ukraine
and Russia, most
MBBS students chose
Iran. However, the
Iran-Israel war has
placed their careers
on hold indefinitely,
worrying these young-
sters. Hasan Zaidi
from Agra, Uttar
Pradesh, who studied

MBBS in Iran in 2024
at Arak University of
Medical Sciences,
Arak, told Education
Times he only wants
to return. 

He to India
after his first year of
study. We initially
thought the war
would finish shortly
and we wouldn't need

to return. I chose Iran
because the war in
Russia and Ukraine
made schooling dan-
gerous. A similar issue
has occurred in Iran
unexpectedly. Safety
is why I selected this
country, adds Hasan.
Tehran is dangerous.
Iranians are moving to
safer locations.

Delhi: Teachers at Delhi
University are raising
concerns about increas-
ing workload and lack of
assistance as the univer-
sity prepares to wel-
come its first group of
undergraduates in their
fourth year. According to
202 faculty members,
the university is moving
forward without doing a

realistic assessment of
teaching capacity or
infrastructure needs,
since the seventh and
eighth semesters are set
to start in late July and
early August under the
U n d e r g r a d u a t e
Curriculum Framework
(UGCF). The increasing
disparity between sanc-
tioned teaching hours

and the number of hours
presently needed as a
result of the extra aca-
demic year is a big
worry, they claimed. "In
some of our department
meetings, we real-ised
there's a huge shortfall,"
remarked a faculty
member from the geog-
raphy department .
,

3rd-gen IITs struggle with low

enrollment and placements

DU'S 4th-yr plan raises concern over 

teaching load and staff gaps

Class 10 CBSE final two board exam policy:

first option mandatory, second optional

University of Leeds, University

of Delhi sign MoU 

Iranian medical students from

India face an uncertain future

Indian medical students in Iran face

uncertainty amid Iran-Israel rivalry

Delhi: The Standing
Committee on
Academic Matters
reportedly eliminated
the Israel-Palestine
conflict, Kashmir crisis,
and dating app suicides
from DU's psychology
syllabus proposal. The
study discussed
Mahabharata, 

Bhagavad Gita, and
Israel-Palestine and
Kashmir wars. He
claimed "Kashmir is
resolved" and "we
don't need to teach
Israel-Palestine". The
committee head
rejected another pro-
posal to integrate dat-
ing app psychology .

No Kashmir,

Palestine in DU

psychology syllabus

Delhi: Twenty-two Indian lan-

guages classified under phase I

and phase II of the Bharatiya

Bhasha initiative - have now

been integrated into the aca-

demic framework of universi-

ties. Under the Bharatiya

Bhasha Pustak Scheme (BBPS)

-headed by the University

Grants Commission and the

Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti over

1,000 authors have been

mobilised to - produce founda-

tional textbooks in these lan-

guages, with 23 universities as

nodal agencies.

750 books in 22 lan-

guages to be added in

curriculum

DU's Decline to Publish Articles on Islam,

Pakistan, and China Sets Off

'' Exams are between February and May. The

CBSE has ruled that students who are missing in

three or more courses during the first board

exam, which would be the major exam, cannot

sit the second (optional) exam. According to the

final policy, such students would be placed in

the ‘Essential Repeat’ category ''
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