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Varanasi

Rakesh Singh Algu, the former District
President of the Bharatiya Janata Party
and Chairman of the District Cooperative
Federation (DCF), extended his greetings
on the auspicious occasion of Ram
Navami, Stating that Lord Ram is the
Rashtra Purush (National Icon) of
Aryavarta. He emphasized that every indi-
vidual occupying a seat of Power, author-
ity and duty should draw inspiration from
Lord Ram.Algu Singh further remarked
that Lord Ram is the living embodiment
of Dharma. He represents the
Personification of compassion, mercy,
friendship and Valor. On behalf of the
DCF family and the residents of Kashi,
Algu Singh also Congratulated Yogi
Adityanath on completing nine glorious
years as Chief Minister. He stated that fig-
ures in governance who dedicate their
entire Personal lives and time to Public
welfare are rare in the annals of history.
He offered Prayers to Lord Ram, wishing
that under the guidance of dignitaries like
Yogi Adityanath and JPS Rathore, the
Cooperative Department and the State
continue to march forward on the Path of
Progress.Key Vocabulary Used:Rashtra
Purush: National Icon/National
HeroAryavarta: The ancient name for the
northern Indian subcontinent Dharma.
Righteousness/DutyDCF.
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Prayagraj. In connec-
tion with the ammonia
gas tragedy that
occurred at the Adarsh
Cold Storage in
Chandapur, located
within the Phaphamau
police station area, the
police have arrested
two accused individu-
als who had been
absconding. Both were
apprehended near the
Phaphamau Railway
Station.This action was
taken as part of an
ongoing campaign
against criminals, con-
ducted under the direc-
tives of the Police

Commissioner and
other senior officials.
The wanted accused—
Mohd. Usman (48) and
Mohd. Irfan (40), both
residents of Chandapur
village—who are

linked to Case No.
44/2026 registered at
the Phaphamau police
station, were arrested
on Friday.It is note-
worthy that a major
tragedy occurred on

March 23, 2026, when
an ammonia gas cham-
ber exploded at the
Adarsh Cold Storage in
Chandapur Morahu.
Following the blast,
the building's walls
and roof collapsed,
trapping several labor-
ers beneath the debris.
Relief and rescue
teams arrived at the
scene and extricated 18
individuals, rushing
them to a hospital;
there, four laborers
succumbed to their
injuries, while the
other injured individu-
als received treatment
and were subsequently
stabilized.In this case,
the police had already

arrested and sent to jail
four named accused
individuals. Now, legal
action under the rele-
vant sections of the
law has been initiated
against the two recent-
ly apprehended
accused, who have
been produced before
the court, where fur-
ther legal proceedings
are currently under-
way.The arrest team
included Station House
Officer (SHO)
Ashwani Kumar
Singh, along with Sub-
Inspectors Dinesh
Kumar Yadav and
Amlesh Kumar Gupta,
and other police per-
sonnel.

Fatehpur

The Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV)
vaccination campaign
was formally launched
on Friday at the District
Women Hospital by
District Magistrate
Ravindra Singh, who
inaugurated the initiative
by cutting the ribbon. He
urged Parents to ensure
that eligible girls receive
the Vaccine.The District
Magistrate highlighted
that cervical cancer is a
serious health concern 
among women and
emphasized that the

HPV vaccine is an effec-
tive Preventive measure.
He informed that girls
who have completed 14
years of age but have not
yet turned 15 are Eligible
for vaccination.
Additionally, girls who
are expected to turn 15
within 90 days from the
Start of the campaign are
also included. District
Immunization Officer
Dr. Suresh Kumar stated
that a target has been set
to vaccinate 31,443 girls
across the district. For
this Purpose, 7,920 doses
of the vaccine have
already been received

from the Prayagraj divi-
sion and distributed
across various Cold
Chain Points. He further
explained that the HPV
vaccine Protects against
infections caused by the
human papillomavirus
and helps Prevent cervi-
cal cancer, as well as
other related cancers.
The event was attended
by Chief Medical Officer
Dr. Rajeev Nayan Giri,
Dr. Ishtiyaq Ahmad, Dr.
Vimlesh Kumar, along
with officials and staff of
the health department
and representatives from
UNICEF and WHO.
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Prayagraj: The Kareli
Police have arrested a
cunning youth and
recovered cash and other
items from his posses-
sion. According to the
police, the accused was
apprehended based on
information provided by
an informant.Acting
under Case No. 59/2026
registered at the Kareli
Police Station, a police

team arrested Mizan—
son of Parvez Ahmed
and a resident of
Kareli—on Marc 26,
2026, in the Ainuddinpur
area. The accused is
reported to be approxi-
mately 19 years of
age.During a search, the
police recovered a wrist-
watch, 1,810 in cash, and
a pair of shoes from his
person. Based on these
recoveries, an additional
section of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)

has been added to the
case.The police stated
that a case has been reg-
istered against the
accused under the rele-
vant sections, and fur-
ther legal action is being
initiated in accordance
with the law.Sub-
Inspector Ramanand
Yadav, Sub-Inspector
Sonu Kumar, and
Constable Sumit Kumar
Singh were part of the
team involved in this
operation.

Kareli Police Apprehend
19-Year-Old Youth; Stolen

Goods Recovered

Fatehpur

The District has witnessed an
unprecedented rise in liquor
consumption over the Past
four months, with official fig-
ures indicating that residents
consumed alcohol worth over
1.77 billion (177.79 crore)
between November 2025 and
February 2026.According to
data from the Excise
Department, liquor sales
surged significantly across the
district 317 country liquor
Shops, 100 composite Shops
(selling Indian Made Foreign
Liquor and beer) and one
model Shop. During this
Period, approximately 4.046
million liters of country
liquor, 1.304 million bottles of
IMFL, and 1.817 million cans
of beer were sold. Revenue
estimates based on govern-
ment-approved rates Show
that country liquor accounted

for 1.09 billion, IMFL con-
tributed 521.86 million and
beer generated 163.57 million
in sales. Notably, country
liquor dominated the market,
indicating a higher demand
among consumers for lower-
Priced alcohol. Experts attrib-
ute this Sharp increase in con-
sumption to the wedding sea-
son and the winter months,
which traditionally drive high-
er demand for alcoholic bever-
ages. The combination of
social gatherings and cold
weather appears to have sig-
nificantly boosted sales during
this Period. However, officials
note that these figures are
based solely on licensed sales
at government rates. The actu-
al volume of consumption
could be considerably higher
due to overpricing in some
outlets, as well as unaccount-
ed illegal or unlicensed liquor
sales.

Uttrakhand

Healthcare facilities in
mountainous regions
continue to remain
severely inadequate
and deeply concerning.
An incident from the
Dewal area of Chamoli
district in Uttarakhand
starkly exposes this
harsh Reality.A mother
from a Below Poverty
Line (BPL) family had
been suffering from
Persistent abdominal
Pain for the Past 3–4
months. Initially, She
was taken to a nearby
health center in
Tharali, where no
effective treatment was
Provided. She was
repeatedly given basic
medications for gas or
general Pain and sent
back home. Her condi-
tion continued to wors-
en, with no sign of
Relief.As time Passed,
her situation became
critical. 

The family then took
her to Subharti

Hospital in Dehradun,
hoping for better care.
After Preliminary
examinations, doctors
suspected uterine can-
cer and advised imme-
diate surgery.
However, within two

days, they expressed
their inability to
Proceed and referred
her to a higher special-
ist — after valuable
time had already been
lost.Enduring immense
Pain, She was then
brought to Apollo
Hospital in Delhi. Here
too, 5–6 days were
spent merely waiting
for diagnostic reports,
including CT Scans,
MRI, blood tests, and
biopsy results. Once
the reports were ready,
doctors recommended
Chemotherapy and fur-
ther treatment.
However, the high cost
of treatment Proved to
be overwhelming for
the family, making it
nearly impossible for
them to Proceed.Prior

to this, the family had
also approached
AIIMS, but could not
receive timely atten-
tion. Later, they revisit-
ed AIIMS with all
reports, only to be
advised additional
tests, causing another
delay of three days.
Even securing an
appointment in the
oncology department
required a waiting peri-
od of four more
Days.Weeks have now
Passed in this exhaust-
ing struggle… yet
there is still no con-
crete solution to allevi-
ate the mother suffer-
ing. The family contin-
ues to move from one
hospital to another,
burdened by delays,
uncertainty and esca-
lating Pain.This is not
just the story of one
family — it reflects the
Painful reality of
countless lives in the
hills, where even basic
healthcare remains out
of Reach.

Uttarakhand CM Pushkar
Singh Dhami today Paid a
courtesy visit to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
New Delhi. During the meet-
ing, the Chief Minister
expressed his gratitude for the
continuous support and guid-
ance extended by the Central
Government towards the
development of Uttarakhand,
stating that the State is achiev-
ing new milestones of Progress
with the Centre Cooperation.

He also invited the Prime
Minister to visit
Uttarakhand.On the occasion,
the Chief Minister Presented
the Prime Minister with a repli-
ca of Shaktipeeth Maa
Surkanda Devi located in Tehri
district, along with desi cow
ghee, five varieties of rajma
sourced from different dis-
tricts, and honey from the
State.The Chief Minister
thanked the Prime Minister for
approving 500 crore assistance
for Haridwar Kumbh-2027,
conducting feasibility studies
under the river-linking Project
through the National Water
Development Agency, sanc-
tioning 100 crore for the devel-
opment of Chaurasi Kutia in
Rajaji National Park and for

the MOU related to Naini-
Saini airstrip in Pithoragarh.
He also expressed gratitude for
support in operating Safe heli-
services for the Char Dham
Yatra and for approving key
infrastructure Projects such as
underground Power lines in
Rishikesh, Champawat bypass,
Dehradun Ring Road and the
D e h r a d u n - M u s s o o r i e
Road.During the meeting, the
Chief Minister briefed the
Prime Minister on the action
taken by the state government
based on his Previous sugges-
tions. He highlighted efforts to
develop Uttarakhand as a glob-
al wedding destination, with
Projects underway in Chopta,
Duggalbitta, Patwadangar, and

the Sharda Corridor, while
Ramnagar, Dehradun,
Rishikesh and Triyuginarayan
have already emerged as popu-
lar wedding destinations. A
dedicated Policy is also being
Prepared.He further informed
that areas such as Bel Kedar,
Anjanisain (Tehri) and
Lohaghat-Shyamlatal are
being developed as Spiritual
Economic Zones. The intro-
duction of winter Pilgrimage
has significantly increased the
number of visitors. The num-
ber of Pilgrims to Adi Kailash
rose from 1761 in 2022 to
36,453 in 2025 and heli-servic-
es have also been introduced. 

Adventure tourism activities
such as river rafting,

Paragliding and kayaking are
being Promoted, while local
Products are being marketed
Globally under the “House of
Himalayas” brand as Part of
the Vocal for Local
Initiative.The Chief Minister
also Shared details of initia-
tives like “One District–One
Fair,” Cluster School Schemes,
Bharat Darshan and
Uttarakhand Darshan
Programs aimed at boosting
education, tourism, rural econ-
omy and Self-
Employment.Request for
Expansion of Rapid Rail.The
Chief Minister requested the
extension of the Regional
Rapid Transit System (RRTS)
from Meerut to Haridwar and
Rishikesh. He also sought
Policy support and Priority for
establishing defence equip-
ment manufacturing units in
Uttarakhand, citing the State
Strategic location, Skilled
workforce, and developed
industrial infrastructure. He
Proposed setting up defence
industrial hubs in Kotdwar,
Haridwar and Dehradun, along
with development of a BI-
Duck bridge in Raiwala and
expansion of the Chinyalisaur
airstrip in Uttarkashi.

CM Pushkar Singh Dhami Expresses Gratitude to PM

Modi for Centre Support in State Development
The Grim Reality of

Healthcare in the Hills-A
Disturbing Truth !!

Lord Ram is the 'Rashtra

Purush' of Aryavarta:

Rakesh Singh Algu

Two Absconding Accused Arrested in Ammonia

Gas Tragedy; Four Lives Lost
DM Ravindra Singh

Launches HPV
Vaccination Campaign

Liquor Consumption in Fatehpur

Crosses 1.77 Billion in Four Months
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Prayagraj: In a tragic accident
that occurred on Friday morn-
ing within the Manda police
station area, four children
drowned while bathing in the
Ganges River. It is reported
that, in an attempt to save one
another, all the children ven-
tured into the deep waters.The
incident took place around
10:30 AM. A total of nine chil-
dren from the village had gone
to the Ganges to bathe. While
bathing, two children suddenly
began to drown in the deep

water. Their companions rushed
forward to save them, but one
by one, they too were engulfed
by the depths.Upon hearing the
commotion, divers present
nearby rushed to the scene and
initiated rescue operations.
After strenuous efforts, and fol-
lowing a rescue operation that
lasted approximately three
hours, the bodies of all four
children were recovered.The
deceased have been identified
as Kunal (13), Nihal (10),
Rishabh (10), and Deepak (17).
Among them, Kunal and Nihal
were biological brothers; both

were the sons of Anil Kumar, a
resident of Bampur village.
Meanwhile, Deepak was the
son of Rajaram, and Rishabh
was the son of Kamlesh
Kumar.Upon receiving news of
the tragedy, family members
and villagers gathered in large
numbers at the banks of the
Ganges. The families were
plunged into utter devastation.
The mothers of the deceased
children were inconsolable with
grief. They lamented that two
"lamps" of their household had
been extinguished, and their
entire world had been shat-

tered.Upon being informed of
the incident, administrative and
police officials arrived at the
scene.

Meja Sub-Divisional
Magistrate (SDM) Surendra
Pratap Yadav, ACP SP
Upadhyay, and other officials
offered condolences to the
bereaved families and assured
them of every possible assis-
tance.Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath also took cog-
nizance of the tragedy and
directed officials to immediate-
ly reach the site and expedite
relief and rescue operations.

Four Children Drown While Bathing in the

Ganges; Had Entered River to Save Friends
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Ajhuwa, Kaushambi: A
horrific road accident
occurred on Friday near
Dorma on the National
Highway, within the Saini
Kotwali police station area.
A pickup truck, packed
with religious devotees,
collided head-on with an
oncoming trailer. The
impact of the collision was
so severe that several peo-
ple died on the spot, while
dozens sustained injuries.
Following the accident, the
scene was filled with cries
of distress and panic. A
large crowd of locals from
the surrounding area gath-
ered at the site. Upon
receiving the information,
the police rushed to the
spot and immediately initi-
ated relief and rescue oper-
ations. The injured have
been admitted to nearby
hospitals. It is reported that
all the occupants of the
pickup truck were return-
ing home after performing

the *Mundan* (head-shav-
ing) ritual in Prayagraj.
They are said to be resi-
dents of the Jahanabad and
Bindki regions of Fatehpur
district. According to eye-
witnesses, the pickup truck
was severely mangled fol-

lowing the collision, mak-
ing it extremely difficult to
extricate the people trapped
inside. The police and local
residents worked together
tirelessly to pull the injured
victims out of the wreck-
age.Currently, the adminis-

tration is in the process of
officially confirming the
exact number of fatalities
and injuries.
A team of officials is pres-
ent at the scene, and relief
operations remain under-
way.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh
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Under the direction of the
Police Commissioner of
Prayagraj, and under the
supervision of the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Ganganagar) and
Assistant Commissioner
of Police (Tharwai)—
Arun Parashar—and
under the able leadership
of the Station In-charge
of Phaphamau—Ashwani
Singh—an event was held
on Friday at the Mission
Shakti Center within the
Phaphamau Police Station
premises. 
During this event, young
women were made aware
of their rights regarding
their safety, dignity, and

self-reliance. On this
occasion, Sub-Inspector
Nidhi Patel—a member of
the Mission Shakti
team—provided a
detailed briefing. She
highlighted various
helpline numbers avail-
able for their assistance,
including the Women
Power Line (1090),
Women's Helpline (181),
Child Helpline (1098),
and the Chief Minister's
Helpline (1076). She fur-
ther advised that if they
were unable to recall any
specific number, they
should utilize the Police
Emergency Service by
dialing 112, assuring
them that assistance
would be provided within
a very short time. She

urged them to utilize
these provided numbers
should any miscreant
attempt to harass them.
Furthermore, she provid-
ed information regarding
various public welfare
schemes being imple-
mented by the govern-
ment, including the
Kanya Sumangala Yojana,
Sukanya Samriddhi
Yojana, Destitute Women
Pension Scheme, and the
Chief Minister's Mass
Marriage Scheme, among
others. 

During the same event,
awareness was also raised
regarding cyber security,
with detailed information
provided about the Cyber 
Helpline number 
(1930).

Daughters Discover Their Rights:

Mission Shakti Proves Successful
Pickup Truck Packed with Devotees Collides

with Trailer; Several Dead, Dozens Injured
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Prayagraj. On the eve of World
Theatre Day, an impressive stage
production of Mahakavi Kalidasa’s
renowned play, *Abhijnana
Shakuntalam*, was presented. The
play, which opened with a dance
performance by the forest maidens,
saw music breathe life into the
atmosphere. In the role of
Shakuntala, Rupali Mishra com-
pellingly portrayed the emotions of
love, separation, and pathos. As
Dushyanta, Sukhsagar Upadhyay
maintained a fine balance between
gravitas and humor.Priyamvada
(Ishika Pathak), Anasuya (Anjali
Gautam), Maharishi Kanva

(Ashutosh Tripathi), and Rishi
Durvasa (Nitish Kumar) brought
the narrative to life through their

powerful acting, while Shwetank
Kumar proved effective in the role
of the Jester (Vidushak). The

Fisherman-Thief (Ankit Kumar),
the Guards (Nitish Kumar,
Manisha Devi), and the Kotwal
(Aakarshit Pandey) also did full
justice to their respective
roles.Deepshikha’s dance perform-
ance in the roles of Menaka and
Sanumati was captivating. Other
artists—including Gautami
(Samriddhi), Kanchuki/Matali
(Aakarshit Pandey), the Rishi’s
Daughter (Siya Patel), the Rishi’s
Disciple (Ankit Kumar),
Sarvadaman (Deepika Yadav), and
the Ascetics (Asha Pal, Deepshikha
Chaudhary)—made their presence
felt through their
performances.The production was
made truly impactful through the

music direction of Arun Tripathi
and Ishita Arya, the playback
vocals of Kartikeya
Tiwari, and the flute accompani-

ment of Ayush
Kumar. Stage
management and
lighting design
were handled by
Ananya Pandey;
makeup and hair-
styling by
K h u s h b o o
Dwivedi and Juhi
Maurya; and cos-
tume design by
D e e p s h i k h a
Chaudhary.NSD-
trained Asgar Ali

served as the Production
Controller, and the staging was
executed in collaboration with the
Buniyad Foundation. 

Shakuntala’s Separation Evokes Deep Emotion: A Commendable Presentation of ‘Abhijnana Shakuntalam’

It is hereby notified to the general public that the correct
name of my son is Shubham Patel, son of Chhedu, as record-
ed in his educational records. Due to an inadvertent error, his
name has been recorded as "Sansad" in his Aadhaar Card
(No. 323158085074), which is incorrect. Henceforth, my son
shall be known and identified by his correct name: Shubham
Patel, son of Chhedu.In this regard, it is hereby legally certi-
fied that all formalities pertaining to the aforementioned mat-
ter have been personally completed by me.

Chhedu 
Son of Amarnath | 

Resident of Village Mujahidpur, Palhana Uparhar,
Tehsil Chayal, District Kaushambi.

Information
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Prime Minister Modi fourth
visit to the UK. He hold wide-
ranging discussions with PM
Keir Starmer on the entire
gamut of India-UK bilateral
relations, and exchange
views on issues of regional
and global importance. He is
also expected to call on King
Charles III. During the visit,
the two sides reviewed the
progress of the
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership (CSP) with a spe-
cific focus on trade and econ-
omy, technology and innova-
tion, defence and security,
climate, health, education,
and people-to-people ties.
Following the UK’s exit from
the European Union, eco-
nomic and trade relations
between the two countries
acquired a new salience.
India-UK bilateral trade set a
new record when it crossed
$55 billion (£42.6 billion) in
2024, registering an increase
of around 10 per cent over
the previous year.  Indian
companies have made signifi-
cant investments in the UK.
Grant Thornton (GT) and
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) research in
2024 highlighted a record
number of 971 Indian com-
panies in the UK with a com-
bined turnover of over £68
billion. The report India
Meets Britain Tracker 2024
found that Indian companies
in the UK are thriving, with
100 companies having a rev-
enue growth of at least 10
per cent. The Britain meets
India Tracker 2024 identified
667 British companies in
India with a turnover of
approximately £47.5 billion.
The UK is the sixth-largest
contributor of FDI to India.
Cumulative FDI from the UK

to India is around $36 billion
between 2000 to March
2025. India’s investment in
the UK during this period is
close to $20 billion.  The
Indian diaspora in the UK is
also a major presence in the
UK’s economic scenario. The
2020 GT report, done with
the High Commission of
India, London, and
Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce &
Industry (FICCI), identified
654 diaspora-owned compa-
nies with a turnover of at
least £100,000, generating a
cumulative annual turnover
of £36.84 billion. The wealth
generated by Indian diaspo-
ra-owned businesses in the
UK was estimated to be
around £75 billion by this
report. The 1.8 million Indian
diaspora forms about 2.7 per
cent of the UK’s population.
During PM Modi’s visit, the
signing of the India-UK Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) is
expected. The forward-look-
ing agreement complements
India’s growth aspirations.
The FTA has been described
as both historic and ambi-
tious. It is expected to boost
jobs, exports, and growth,
benefitting 99 per cent of
Indian exports from zero per
cent duty, opening export
opportunities for labour-

intensive sectors such as tex-
tiles, marine products,
leather footwear, sports
goods and toys, gems and
jewellery, and others such as
engineering goods and
organic chemicals. Trade in
services is also expected to
receive a significant fillip.
Enhanced global mobility for
aspirational young Indians
and a three-year exemption
from social security pay-
ments come as a major relief
for Indian employees and
companies based in the UK.
Despite the record bilateral
trade, the UK’s trade with
India accounts for around 2.5
per cent of its total trade.
With both sides seeking trade
diversification and supply-
chain resilience, an India-UK
FTA will hopefully create the
doorway for businesses to
drive the economic relation-
ship forward.  Given the
immediate challenges on
India’s borders, cooperation
in the defence sector with
partners such as the UK has
achieved greater importance.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh’s visit to the UK in
January 2024 provided fresh
impetus to the defence pillar
of the relationship. In 2023,
ties were elevated to a 2+2
mechanism. The British
defence sector could emerge

as a key collaborator in tech-
nology transfers, the devel-
opment of advanced capabil-
ities, and supporting the
Make in India effort by
attracting more British FDI
into the defence sector.
Several defence cooperation
agreements—covering pro-
duction of Man Portable Air
Defence Systems (MANPADS)
and Lightweight Multirole
Missiles (LMM), the estab-
lishment of an Advanced
Short-Range Air to Air Missile
(ASRAAM) assembly and test
facility in India and a
Statement of Intent to design
and develop an Integrated
Full Electric Propulsion sys-
tem for Indian Navy ships—
signal good times ahead for
India’s defence sector.  India’s
focus on indigenous develop-
ment does present chal-
lenges for the British indus-
try, with fears that it could
potentially make cooperation
in certain sectors commer-
cially unviable. Intellectual-
property (IP) issues also need
to be resolved. These issues
can hopefully be addressed
through the robust defence
engagement mechanism that
now exists between the two
countries.  Moreover, the
UK–India military coopera-
tion has grown in recent
times. 

The Royal Navy made six
ship visits to India in 2023,
while its Littoral Response
Group (South) conducted
exercises with the Indian
Navy in March 2024. In
August 2024, the UK’s Royal
Air Force participated in exer-
cise Tarang Shakti in India. An
Indian naval officer,
Lieutenant Commander N
Dinesh Anand, has joined
Britannia Royal Naval College

as Divisional Training Officer
for the first time. India and
the UK are making a serious
effort to build technology
partnerships. The new bilat-
eral Technology Security
Initiative (TSI), formally
launched during UK Foreign
Secretary, David Lammy’s
visit, aims to catalyse collabo-
ration on critical and emerg-
ing technologies in seven key
sectors: telecoms, critical
minerals, semiconductors,
Artificial Intelligence, quan-
tum, biotechnology and
health technology, and
advanced materials.  Tech
collaboration between India
and the UK also extends to
sectors including financial
services, innovation in
health, climate, renewables,
and startups. The participa-
tion of stakeholders from
government, industry, and
academia would be impor-
tant for taking the
Technology Security Initiative
forward. Both countries are
global hubs of innovation,
science, technology, and
research. India is one of the
world’s largest startup
ecosystems and has over 100
unicorn companies. The
increasing focus on these
areas is welcome.  Education
is an important pillar of India-
UK relations. The University
of Southampton opened its
campus in Gurugram on 16
July 2025, becoming the first
foreign university campus
under the New Education
Policy (NEP). The UK remains
one of the preferred destina-
tions for Indian students,
with around 1,70,000 stu-
dents studying in the UK in
the academic year 2023-
2024. 

Mohit Suri’s Saiyaara is a les-
son in successfully launching
new actors. The film did not
hold press conferences, ‘exclu-
sive’ interviews, or have its
lead pair jet-setting across
cities to interact with crowds.
Instead, it opted for radio
silence. It banked on the
release alone. The movie had a
box office opening of Rs 21.5
crore, and has now crossed
the 100-crore mark before
completing the first week of its
release. Ahaan Panday and
Aneet Padda stole the thunder
when it came to making a
memorable big-screen debut.

The film’s unprecedented
opening even had Ajay Devgn
scramble to postpone the
release of his film Son of
Sardaar 2 from 25 July to 1
August.  The film relied on one
star—the music. Suri, known
for his films Zeher (2005), Woh
Lamhe (2006), and Aashiqui 2
(2013), has let his films’ music
do the talking. Each of these
films had a breakout song that
pushed the film to audiences.
Be it ‘Woh Lamhe’ from Zeher
to ‘Kya Mujhe Pyar Hai’ of
Woh Lamhe and ‘Tum Hi Ho’
from Aashiqui 2, Suri’s films
capture the mood of heart-

break like no other in their
album. 

The star-crossed lovers, the
looming tragedy, and the
music have all been done
before by Suri. Gen Z has now
succumbed to what was mil-
lennial ‘poison’. While most
star kids were launched with
an overdose of PR appear-
ances, from doing a hook step
of their movie’s title track to
being part of creators’ videos,
Saiyaara’s lead cast was con-
spicuous through their
absence from social media.
The PR team clearly decided to
learn from others’ mistakes.

Ahaan Panday had a blink-and-
miss appearance in his sister
Alanna’s wedding and was
absent from her Prime Video
show, The Tribe (2024). In con-
trast, his cousin Ananya
Panday was everywhere
before and during her debut in
Student of the Year 2 (2019).
Her social media already had a
massive follower count, and
she was seen rubbing shoul-
ders with the who’s who of
Bollywood. More recently,
massive social media hype was
built before Ibrahim Ali Khan
made his debut with
Nadaaniyan (2025). 

The latest edition of the BRICS Summit was sig-
nificant because all 10 member countries par-
ticipated. It included Iran, Egypt, Ethiopia, and
the UAE, which attended as member states for
the first time at the 2024 summit in Russia, and
Indonesia, which joined in early 2025 as the
first Southeast Asian country in the bloc. With
its expansion, the group is now known as BRICS
Plus—a term first used at the 2024 summit.
Although forming groups of countries to pro-
mote cooperation is common globally, BRICS is
more than a conventional grouping. It is a
group of countries challenging the clout of the
developed powers, particularly the US and
European nations. In 2010, the first five mem-
bers—Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa—constituted 18 per cent of the global
GDP. Their collective share has risen to 26.5
percent in 2025.  These nations are now chal-
lenging the hegemony of the West. Calls for de-
dollarisation—reducing reliance on the US dol-
lar in trade and finance— are becoming promi-
nent, posing a threat to America’s financial and
geopolitical dominance. It gives China and
Russia (and India too) a louder voice on the
world stage. It fuels global economic realign-
ment away from the dollar and Western insti-
tutions, pointing to a multipolar world order—
something that US President Donald Trump
doesn’t support.  The recent expansion of
BRICS, with five new members joining, has
increased the worries of the West, particularly
the US. And without mincing words, Trump has
started expressing his unhappiness over the
developments happening in BRICS.  Here are
the key reasons why Trump opposes BRICS: The
primary reason is that both the original mem-
bers (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa)
and new entrants like Saudi Arabia, UAE, Egypt,
Iran, and Ethiopia are openly discussing reduc-
ing reliance on the US dollar in trade and
finance. Trump’s long-standing “America First”
stance makes any move away from the dollar a
direct challenge to U.S. economic influence and
its ability to enforce sanctions. The second
point that irks Trump is BRICS’ geopolitical
opposition to the West. BRICS increasingly
positions itself as a counterweight to Western
institutions like the G7, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), and the World Bank. The
deepening ties between China and Russia with-
in BRICS are seen as part of a broader anti-
Western alignment.  Third, Trump has consis-
tently taken a hardline stance on China,
through trade wars, tariffs, tech and invest-
ment restrictions, etc. BRICS giving China a
leadership platform to challenge the US on the
global stage agitates him. He views BRICS as a
vehicle for China’s global expansion under the
guise of multipolarity. Fourth, the inclusion of
Saudi Arabia and Iran gives BRICS influence
over global energy markets. There is growing
potential for oil trade to be conducted in non-
dollar currencies (e.g., yuan or BRICS currency),
which would weaken the petrodollar system—
a critical pillar of US global economic power.
Fifth, Trump perceives BRICS expansion as a
sign that the ‘Global South’ is drifting away
from Western influence, forming its own inde-
pendent bloc. This runs contrary to Trump’s
vision of negotiating “from strength,” where US
dominance is unquestioned. Sixth, Trump
views global influence in zero-sum terms. Any
rise of a non-Western grouping that excludes
the US is seen as a personal and national
affront. BRICS summits that propose alterna-
tive visions for world order without US involve-
ment are perceived as a threat to ‘American
prestige’—something Trump values highly. He
has threatened to impose higher tariffs on
countries siding with the BRICS. He
has already announced the
imposition of 50 per cent tariffs
on Brazil. Although India is a
member of BRICS, its
approach is more nuanced.

In an era of multiple strifes across con-
tinents, an anniversary quietly slipped
under the radar of world watchers.
Eighty years ago, an explosion ush-
ered in a new age of combat,
weapons, tactics, and technology. At
5:29 am local time on 16 July 1945,
the United States tested the world’s
first atomic bomb in the desolate
desert of New Mexico in an area
called Jornada del Muerto—Spanish
for “Dead Man’s Road”. The site could-
n’t have been chosen because of the
irony in its name. In the days of
Spanish expansion into the New
World, this must have certainly been
a deadly route to take, but that was
centuries before America’s wartime
quest for the world’s most potent
weapon. And it was tested under the
codename ‘Trinity’. A multi-billion-
dollar initiative that involved scores of
enterprises, institutions, and scien-
tists of various disciplines working
under strict military supervision, it
was innocently labelled ‘Manhattan
Project’. Innocent, since the name
didn’t convey its unifocal military pur-
pose. The world entered the nuclear
age with a military purpose, and its
impact on 6 and 9 August 1945 over
Hiroshima and Nagasaki are historical
landmarks that will not be erased any-
time soon. Reams have been written
about the Manhattan Project and its
impact. The ghastly use of the bomb
against Japan has also been dissected.
What has been relegated to dusty
shelves and nerdy researchers, how-
ever, is the official report on the pro-
gramme. It’s unambiguously called
Atomic Energy for Military Purposes.
Among the most extraordinary
aspects of the report is that it was
made public on 12 August 1945, even
before the radioactive clouds had lift-
ed from Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
Princeton University physicist Henry
DeWolf Smyth penned the report.
Within the community that con-
tributed to making the nuclear fission
device a success, the Smyth Report

was the working paper on how the
Manhattan Project was to be dis-
cussed. It is patently clear that the US
was working on a long-term nuclear
perspective. The American military
approach is a far cry from how India
viewed the arrival of the nuclear era.
Although its nuclear journey is
extraordinary among formerly
colonised nations, India missed vital
landmarks along the way. In July 1945,
India already had a nuclear research
programme at the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research (TIFR), estab-
lished months before Washington’s
Trinity test. Within a year of
Independence, the country also had
an Atomic Energy Commission, and in
less than a decade, it had commis-
sioned Asia’s first nuclear reactor,
APSARA, at Trombay. India was light
years ahead of any other Asian coun-
try. In the 1950s, China was largely
dependent on its larger ideological
ally, the Soviet Union. It entered the
nuclear age with a sole purpose,
based on Chairman Mao’s dictum,
“Power flows from the barrel of a
gun.” The simple formulation offered
Beijing both short-term benefits and
dividends in the long run, too. It is
now obvious that the possession of
weapons of mass destruction will not
invite military intervention.
in an era of mass hypocrisy. Iran and

Iraq, which didn’t possess nuclear
arsenals, were attacked, while North
Korea, which did, wasn’t. Hypocrisy
and discrimination are obviously
kosher in today’s world order. India,
however, approached the nuclear era
from the perspective of “peaceful util-
isation” to harness unlimited energy
and enter the club of rapidly develop-
ing countries. It officially launched a
three-stage nuclear programme with
an indigenous research and develop-
ment project. But eight decades after
TIFR initiated its research programme,
India remains light years away from its
early energy vision. And it has also
missed the bus to power .

China was quick to test the nuclear

bomb. India missed vital landmarks
The men gathered early one morning
in a one-room tenement inside the
Deccan Cooperative Society in Sewri,
on the grimy eastern fringes of sub-
urban Mumbai. They began packing
ammonium nitrate-fuel oil gel, the
lethal but readily available commer-
cial explosive used across India,
inside 35-kilogram pressure cookers.
Then, a detonator cap was loaded
into each pressure cooker and linked
to a simple Ajanta-brand digital
clock, set to 6:30 pm. Each cooker
was then packed in a shopping bag.
Later that evening 209 people died—
far more than on 26/11—when the
bombs went off in packed first-class
compartments on seven separate
trains running from Churchgate. This
week, 19 years on, the Bombay High
Court finally held what successive
governments, police services, and
the intelligence services themselves
have long known: The five men sent
to death row for their role in the
bombings, and the seven others
given shorter sentences, had nothing
to do with the bombing. The

Maharashtra government has
announced it will appeal—but dis-
turbing evidence will surface that the
botched trial has enabled the terror-
ists actually responsible for the crime
to evade responsibility. Intelligence
and police services at the time were
struggling to detect the real workings
of the Lashkar-e-Taiba-linked net-
work that came to be known as the
Indian Mujahideen. Therefore, fol-
lowing the 7/11 bombing, the usual
suspects—generally men with loose
ties to conservative Muslim groups—
were pulled in and charged with ter-
rorism, as was the pattern in several
prosecutions from the period.
Following the bombing of the Sankat
Mochan Temple in Varanasi, as well
as the local railway station, the Imam
of the mosque at Phulpur was arrest-
ed and charged with the murder of
28 people. The Uttar Pradesh police
alleged that Waliullah had handed
over the explosives and the pressure
cooker cases to three terrorists from
Bangladesh, who were never identi-
fied. 

Pak accomplices, shootouts, sealed

chargesheet—how the 7/11 blasts case fell apart

India uses BRICS to push

reforms—not to challenge

the US

Saiyaara proves star kids don’t need hype, just
a good film and a killer soundtrack

Defence, tech, education—Modi’s 
visit will boost India-UK ties
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Over 1.6 crore Jio subscribers
leave in four months

Delhi: At Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd., India's
largest telecom operator, approximately 1.65
crore subscribers have dropped in the past four
months. Reliance Jio lost 37.6 lakh mobile users
in October, 79 lakh in September, 40 lakh in
August, and 7.58 lakh in July. Airtel, India's sec-
ond-largest telecom carrier, gained roughly 24
lakh members in October after losing 14.3 lakh in
September, according to TRAI data. In August and
July 2024, Airtel lost 24 lakh and 16 lakh users. In
October, Vodafone Idea lost 19 lakh mobile sub-
scribers, up from 15.5 lakh in September.

Redeveloping railway sta-
tions opens Rs 30,000 cr in

business opportunities 
Delhi: EPC companies are expecting Rs 30,000
crore in business from contracts to
redevelop/revamp railway stations in the next
two years. The Railways have sanctioned 1,318
station redevelopment/revamps, which Icra
Ratings estimates will provide Rs 30,000 crore in
commercial potential for EPC firms over the next
two years. The government previously planned
most station renovation projects as public-private
partnerships, accounting for 12% of the national
asset monetisation pipeline target. However, due
to pricing restrictions, real estate development
market risks, and a lack of PPP experience in rail-
ways, the government reallocated station rede-
velopment work to the EPC mode in December
2022 and increased the budgetary allocation by
more than seven times from Rs 2,159 crore in
FY23 to Rs 15,511 crore in FY25. Railway station
rehabilitation offers EPC businesses Rs 30,000
crore in business potential due to intense compe-
tition in traditional segments like roads and build-
ings, according to Vinay Kumar G of the agency. In
the past two years, station redevelopment proj-
ect awards have seen modest competition, with
maximum discounts of up to 18% and a median
discount of up to 4%, similar to other railway EPC
projects with a median discount of up to 5%. 

Delhi: This week,
unpredictable pricing
in India delayed gold
purchases, while rising
rates in China may bal-
ance seasonal
demand. A Chennai
jeweller claimed buy-
ers are waiting for gold
prices to fall after two
weeks of volatility.
After climbing to Rs
79,120 last week,
Indian 10 grams prices
dipped to Rs 75,459
($887.28) this week.
Indian dealers offered
a discount of up to $8
an ounce over official
domestic pricing,
including 6% import
and 3% sales levies,
down from $9 last
week. "This week, jew-
ellers awaited the
Fed's interest rate cut.
"The rupee's record
low surprised them,"
said a Mumbai-based
private bullion import-
ing bank trader. India's
gold imports are
expected to drop
sharply in December

as gold prices rise and
families choose lighter,
lower-carat jewelry.
Swiss gold exports
surged in November
due to increased sup-
plies to India and China
and Hong Kong com-
pared to October.
According to an inde-
pendent analyst, high
gold prices also low-
ered demand in other
Asian countries,
notably top customer
China, which gave $5
per ounce reductions
to the international
price. A trader said
gold was sold at a
$2.00 premium in
Hong Kong.

Delhi: 
Provisional govern-
ment statistics
revealed that India's
completed steel
imports from China
reached an all-time
high in the first eight
months of the fiscal
year to March 2025,
raising fears among
domestic mills over
cheap Chinese sup-
plies. With India, the
world's second-largest
crude steel producer, a
net importer, finished
steel imports reached
an eight-year high.
Data revealed India
shipped 6.5 million
metric tons of com-
pleted steel, up 26.6%
year-over-year. Data
indicated China
shipped 1.96 million
metric tons of steel to
India in
April–November, rising
22.8% year-over-year.
Beijing exported most-
ly stainless steel, hot-
rolled coil, plates, elec-
trical sheets, galva-
nized plain or corrugat-
ed sheets, pipes, bars,

and rods. The report
showed that Japanese
finished steel imports
more than doubled to
1.4 million metric tons
in April-November, a
six-year high. India
imported 79% of fin-
ished steel from China,
Japan, and South
Korea. After hot-rolled
coils, bars and rods
were the most import-
ed non-flat steel prod-
ucts. 

New Delhi is
investigating whether

to levy a 25% safe-
guard duty to control
unbridled steel
imports. India began
importing steel in the
financial year ending
March 2024, and
imports have gradually
climbed. New Delhi
joins a growing list of
countries considering
import restrictions as
cheap Chinese steel
has forced India's
smaller factories to
reduce operations and
jobs. 

Delhi: NHPC Ltd.'s chairman and managing
director Raj Kumar Chaudhary announced that
the country's largest hydropower company will
invest Rs 5,500 crore in a 1,000-megawatt solar
power project in Bihar. At the Bihar Business
Connect 2024 investor forum, the business and
state government
signed an invest-
ment MoU. "We
have proposed to
invest Rs 5,500
crore in setting
up a 1,000 MW
solar power proj-
ect," stated. The
project might be
launched in 1.5–2
years after land
purchase. Land is
essential for solar
projects. He urged the state government to help
acquire land so we could finish the project on
schedule. The company's website says it has
roughly 7 gigawatts of active hydropower proj-
ects and 9.3 under construction. Chaudhary said
NHPC plans to build a modest solar plant to cre-
ate green hydrogen. "The green hydrogen pro-
duced will be used to power passenger buses,"
stated. 
When burned, green hydrogen creates no car-
bon and just water, making it the cleanest ener-
gy source. He stated NHPC will fund the green
hydrogen bus. The state government will admin-
ister it as part of the government's sustainable
energy plan.

Delhi: The GST Council voted
to exempt gene therapy used
to cure cancer from taxes. and
postponed a proposal for
lower rates while lowering the
tariff on fortified rice kernels
used in PDS to 5%. The council
determined that 18% GST
would be applied to the margin
of suppliers for all used cars,
including electric vehicles.
Even though there won't be
any tax transactions involving
private citizens, businesses or
used car sellers would be sub-
ject to the fee. According to
Sitharaman, states desired a
greater fee, but the Center had
suggested a 5% tax on EVs. The
GST Council issued a number
of clarifications, one of which
was that ready-to-eat popcorn
would be subject to a 12% tax,
similar to the namkeen tax, if it
were pre-packaged with salt

and spices. Caramelized sugar
will be subject to an 18% tax. In
a similar vein, the council stat-
ed that as voucher transactions
were neither a delivery of com-
modities nor services, they

would not be subject to taxes.
It also made it clear that small
enterprises that pay rent to
unregistered landlords and are
covered by the reverse charge
system will not be required.

Delhi: Japanese image
and optical products
giant Canon India
President and CEO
Toshiaki Nomura feels
its semiconductor
lithography equipment
for chip production has
a bright promise in
India and is in negotia-
tions with firms putting
up facilities here.
Canon did not identify
names but said there is
huge potential since
several chip manufac-
turers are considering
India for semiconduc-
tor manufacturing.
Many chipmakers are
considering India as a
new manufacturing
location. 

Nomura informed us
that they are discussing
our product and serv-
ice with all chip manu-
facturers. He said this is
a "good opportunity
for us" for the Tokyo-
based business to con-
tribute its technology,
goods, and services to
this Indian market area.
"We install equipment
to make chips using our
technology and goods.

We help chipmakers
create strong India
facilities. 
Once the chip manu-
facturer builds the
facility in India, we will
install our equipment
and contribute to the
Indian semiconductor
industry with our good
product and service,
"Nomura stated.
Negotiations are
underway.

Delhi: Data indicated
that cyber thieves have
stolen over $1.71 bil-
lion this year, bringing
total losses to $12.7
billion spanning more
than 1,000 heists.cryp-
tocurrencies' great
value and anonymity
attract criminals, driv-
ing the value of crimi-
nal crypto transactions
to alarming highs,
according to
CryptoPresales.com.
According to
Comparitech data,
hackers stole over $1
billion in five of the
past 10 years, including
2024, demonstrating
the continued battle
for law enforcement
and regulators to man-
age these crimes.
Crypto heists increased
15 times in the past
decade, from 12 in
2014 to 176 this year.
The disparity is even
greater than the 283
crypto heists reported
in 2023, the most ever.
A decade of crypto
heists is disturbing,
even though the annu-
al number has fallen.
Research has found
1,008 crypto heists
since 2014, costing the
sector over $12.7 bil-

lion. Data shows that
almost 75% of these
losses occurred in the
last four years, with
2022 and 2023 leading
the way. Exploits,
hacks, and flash loan
attacks account for
approximately 65% of
crypto heists, accord-
ing to statistics. “So far,
there have been 395
exploits, 271 hacks tar-
geting systems or net-
works, and 220 flash
loan attacks, which
exploit smart contract
bugs or manipulate
crypto prices,” the
research stated.
Despite fears about
North Korea-linked
hackers stealing bit-
coin, South Korea and
the US are researching
ways to protect against
them. Bitcoin's price
rose to $100,000 .

Over 1,000 crypto heists have

netted hackers $12.7 billion.

Delhi: The powerful
GST Council may have
to delay a decision on
the middle class-
focused issue of waiv-
ing goods and services
tax (GST) on term
insurance and lowering
health insurance rates
from 18% to 5% due to
opposition from
numerous states.
However, it may raise
the second-hand vehi-
cle charge from 12% to
18%, rejecting
demands to cut it to 5%
for electric vehicles.
Due to concerns from
states like West Bengal,
Kerala, and Karnataka,
insurance has not
received the backing
expected while there is
no consensus on

adjusting pricing. Bihar
deputy chief minister
Samrat Chaudhary led
a GoM to modify
prices. The Centre will
need to work hard on
Saturday to convince
states to agree to
Chaudhary's GoM's
insurance tax adjust-
ments. States worry
that lower rates may
reduce revenue, espe-
cially since the com-
pensating cess was
removed to compen-

sate for gaps. The
Centre and states col-
lected Rs 16,400 crore
from GST on life and
health insurance in
2023-24, down some-
what from the year
before. Revenue loss
could reach Rs 2,500
crore yearly. Since the
anti-profiteering clause
has been removed, it is
unclear how the GST
Council can ensure that
consumers benefit
from lower taxes.

Delhi: Adani Defence
& Aerospace said that
it had reached a formal
agreement to acquire
Air Works, India's
largest private-sector
MRO provider, for Rs
400 crore."Adani
Defence Systems &
Technologies Ltd
(ADSTL) has signed a

share purchase agree-
ment to acquire 85.8
per cent shareholding
in Air Works India
(Engineering) Private
Ltd," a press release
said. Air Works main-
tains narrow-body, tur-
boprop, and rotary air-
craft in Hosur,
Mumbai, and Kochi

with regulatory per-
mits from over 20
countries. The state-
ment stated Air Works,
a civil aviation industry
leader, has deep
defence MRO capabili-
ties, executing projects
for major Indian Navy
and Air Force aircraft. 

Indian gold demand is damp-

ened by price fluctuations

Adani Defence & Aerospace buys Air

Works for Rs 400 crore

Indian steel imports from

China reached record high

Canon targets chip companies

opening India operations

NHPC invests 25,500 cr in

Bihar 1,000 MW solar project

Many states oppose 

insurance rate reduction

Delhi: Honda, Nissan,
and Mitsubishi
Motors plan to unite,
producing the world's
third-largest carmaker
by sales. The merger
addresses industrial
difficulties caused by
increased electrifica-
tion and developing
technology. Smaller
alliance member
Mitsubishi Motors
joined discussions on
a strategic coopera-
tion after signing an
MOU. Mitsubishi
plans to decide on its
integration role.
by January 2025. The

Honda and

Nissan merge to

form auto pow-

erhouse

Delhi:
The National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
affirmed Sapphire Media's
resolution plan to acquire
Big 92.7 FM, owned by
Reliance Broadcast Network
Limited, dismissing Radio
Mirchi, Orange FM, and oth-
ers' petitions. 

NCLAT Bench Chair
Justice Ashok Bhushan and
Technical Member Barun
Mitra said, "After consider-
ing the submissions, we find
no grounds to interfere with
the NCLT's order dated May
6, 2024, and consequently,
the appeals are dismissed." 

NCLAT accepts

Sapphire Media's Big

92.7 FM purchase

Delhi: A top Honda
Cars India executive
said the next stage-3
of the Corporate
Average Fuel
Efficiency (CAFE) regu-
lations will tighten
pollution standards,
therefore the compa-
ny will sell hybrid and
electric cars in the
future years. It wants
to launch three new
electric vehicles by
2026-27 to align its
India portfolio with its
global electrification 
aspirations.

"We are currently

Honda proposes

CAFE compliant EVs

and hybrids

The GST panel postpones calling for reduced insurance costs

'' The 'penal costs' that banks and NBFCs

impose and collect from borrowers for

failure to comply with loan terms do not

need the payment of GST  ''

'' New Delhi is investigating whether

to levy a 25% safeguard duty to con-

trol unbridled steel imports. India

began importing steel in the financial

year ending March 2024 ''



Saturday, 28 March, 2026ENTERTAINMENTAkhand Bharat Sandesh 06



Saturday, 28 March, 2026
Akhand Bharat SandeshWORLD07



Saturday, 28 March, 2026
Akhand Bharat SandeshSPORTS08


	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8

