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Gurugram

Manipal Hospital Gurugram, in collaboration with

the Manipal Foundation, has launched a free com-

munity-based cancer screening programme titled

‘Kawach’ at Shivalaya, Daulatabad, Gurugram. The

initiative focuses on preventive healthcare and early

detection of cancer, particularly among underserved

women in the region.The screening camp was inau-

gurated by Chief Guest Kumudini Rakesh

Daulatabad, who emphasized the importance of

community-led healthcare initiatives. Beginning this

month, the programme aims to screen nearly 5000

women aged between 18 and 65 years across vil-

lages including Choma, Dundehra, Muldehra,

Daulatabad and Carterpuri.The drive includes gen-

eral health check-ups along with screening for oral,

breast and cervical cancers. Women showing suspi-

cious symptoms will be referred promptly to nearby

hospitals for further diagnosis and treatment, ensur-

ing continuity of care beyond the screening

camp.Dr. Ashwani Kumar Sharma, Vice Chairman,

Manipal Comprehensive Cancer Centre & Onco

Robotic Surgeries, North-West Cluster, Manipal

Hospital Gurugram, stated that early detection plays

a crucial role in improving cancer survival rates. He

added that many cancers are highly treatable when

diagnosed at an early stage, but delayed medical

consultation often leads to advanced

cases.Harinarayan Sharma CEO Manipal

Foundation, highlighted that the ‘Kawach’ initiative

aims to strengthen access to preventive care through

structured screenings, on-ground counselling and

referral support, helping women seek timely med-

ical assistance without fear or hesitation.Manipal

Hospitals is one of India leading healthcare

providers, serving over 8 million patients annually

through a network of 49 hospitals across 24 cities,

with a strong focus on quality, affordability and

comprehensive healthcare services.

Manipal Hospital Gurugram

Launches ‘Kawach’ Cancer

Screening Drive
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Prayagraj. A grand science exhibition
was organized at Shrimati Indira
Gandhi Inter College, Patel Nagar
Akodha, with the aim of developing
scientific thinking, innovation, and
experimentation among children. A
total of 76 attractive and informative
models prepared by the students were
displayed at the exhibition, which
greatly impressed the attendees.The
exhibition was inaugurated by the chief
guest, Er. Amit Shukla, Lecturer,
Government Polytechnic Barhgarh,
Chitrakoot, by cutting the ribbon. On
this occasion, a series of models based
on various subjects related to science,
environment, and engineering were dis-
played in the school premises. The stu-
dents presented several modern and
useful projects in a simple and interest-
ing way, including electrolysis of water,
microscope, volcano, human eye, water
purification system, photosynthesis,

solar system, blood circulatory system,
and JCB.While inspecting the exhibi-
tion, Chief Guest Er. Amit Shukla said
that the role of science is extremely
important in India's development jour-
ney. Science should not be limited to

laboratories and technical institutions,
but it should become an integral part of
our thinking, culture, and lifestyle. He
said that in today's era, IT, innovation,
and technology are being discussed on
every platform, so it is necessary that

science should not be considered mere-
ly a means of career, but a strong foun-
dation for nation-building. A scientific
approach can make India a self-reliant
and developed nation.The special guest
and school principal, Saba Khan, said

in her address that science is not limit-
ed to producing AI specialists or IT
engineers, but it is a process of finding
new inventions and solutions based on
knowledge. Such exhibitions increase
the creative ability and confidence of

children.The young scientists partici-
pating in the exhibition showcased their
talent brilliantly through their models
and experiments. All the participating
students were honored with medals and
certificates by the chief guest, which
boosted their enthusiasm and morale.
At the conclusion of the program, the
school principal, Amit Kumar Pandey,
expressed his gratitude to the guests,
teachers, and parents. The program was
conducted by Pradeep Dwivedi. A large
number of teachers, parents, and stu-
dents were present on this occasion,
including P.K. Tripathi, Santosh Yadav,
Krishnanand Shukla, Shivam Verma,
Sushil Singh, Ram Sundar Shastri, R.S.
Yadav, Akhilesh Shukla, Priya
Kushwaha, Pooja Mishra, Prachi
Kesarwani, Ashish Shukla, Ganesh
Shukla, Shailesh Pandey, Brijesh Patel,
Ashok Kushwaha, Satyam Kushwaha,
Krishna Kumar Dwivedi, Abhishek
Pandey, Nagesh Vind, and Ashutosh
Kushwaha.

Prayagraj. The play Fareb-

e-Hasti, which brings the

great Urdu poet Mirza

Ghalib into dialogue with

contemporary times,

emerges on stage as a fresh

and compelling theatrical

experiment. Moving com-

pellingly between fantasy

and reality, this dramatic

proposition uses an intrigu-

ing incident to place Ghalib

in present-day Delhi, where

the ironies of modern life,

temporal contradictions, and

anxieties of power collide

with him in curious and

unsettling ways. As the nar-

rative progresses, this light,

playful irony encounters the

politics of intelligence agen-

cies, identity, and history,

transforming into deeply dra-

matic questions. This highly

effective staging was pre-

sented by the Backstage the-

atre group. The play was

directed by Pravin Shekhar,

with the dramatic text writ-

ten by Prof. Sadiq. 

With the support of the

Ministry of Culture,

Government of India, two

performances of the play

were staged at the

Ravindralaya

Auditorium.This engaging

and enchanting theatrical

experiment by the Backstage

group also compels a

renewed reflection on the

relationship between past

and present. In Fareb-e-

Hasti, an unusual incident

forces Mirza Ghalib to

appear in the current century.

The incident is so fascinating

that when the famed poet of

the eighteenth century wan-

ders through today’s Delhi,

almost everything seems to

mock him or turn into come-

dy before his eyes. This

intriguing fantasy is present-

ed in a distinctly realistic

manner, where each succes-

sive scene grows increasing-

ly dramatic. Amidst all this,

countless questions and

answers from the past and

the present continue to shim-

mer like fireflies.In this pow-

erful production, Amar

Singh’s nuanced portrayal of

Ghalib is a memorable expe-

rience. Performances by

Satish Tiwari, Dileep

Srivastava, Chahat Jaiswal,

Upasana Tiwari, Ayush

Kesarwani, and Ashutosh

Manjulsharan left a strong

impression on the audience.

Durgesh, Sanu, Shikhar,

Ashish, and Satyavan kept

the presentation dynamic

and energetic.The production

featured a refined lighting

design by Toni Singh, while

the evocative music that

strengthened the narrative

was composed by Amar

Singh. Costumes were

designed by Dalchand, and

makeup by Hamid. Direction

was by Pravin Shekhar, and

production control by Alok

Singh. The event was made

possible through financial

assistance from the Ministry

of Culture, Government of

India.

Bahraich

A crucial meeting was
held in the Collectorate
auditorium under the
chairmanship of
District Magistrate
Akshay Tripathi to
review the action being
taken to remove illegal
encroachments on gov-
ernment land and no
man land located with-
in a 0 to 15 kilometer
radius of the Indo-
Nepal international
border.In the meeting,
the District Magistrate
directed the formation
of a task force to
remove illegal

encroachments located
within the 0 to 15 kilo-
meter radius of the
Indo-Nepal interna-
tional border and in the
no man's land. He also
directed that the illegal
encroachments be
removed as soon as
possible and that a let-
ter be sent to the
Survey of India for a
joint survey of the
Indo-Nepal border.
District Magistrate
Tripathi also directed
that a review meeting
of the actions taken by
the constituted task
force be held every
week, 
with all concerned

officers present, to
ensure the progress of
the action.On this
occasion, the Chief
Revenue Officer,
Divisional Forest
Officer, Katarniaghat
Wildlife Division,
Bahraich, Commandant
42nd Battalion SSB,
Commandant 59th
Battalion SSB
Nanpara, Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
Nanpara, Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
Mihipurwa, Circle
Officer Nanpara,
Circle Officer Motipur
and Assistant Land
Records Officer were
present.

Varanasi

According to the Indian
calendar, today is Magh
Krishna Saptami, corre-
sponding to January 10th,
at the Ramakrishna
Advaita Ashram in Laxmi,
Swami Vivekananda auspi-
cious birth anniversary was
celebrated with great
pomp. The special morning
Shodashopachar puja and
havan were performed by
Swami Nityakrishnananda
under the able leadership
of senior monk Swami
Alokananda. Dr. Swami
delivered a discourse on
the Kathopanishad.
Afterward, a musical
drama based on the life of
Swami Vivekananda was
presented. In the evening
religious gathering, Swami
Dharanidharananda said
that Swami Vivekananda
punctured the balloon of
Western superiority deeply
ingrained in the Indian
psyche and shattered the
inferiority complex of
Indians. He taught a tired,
weak, exhausted and weak
India to stand up coura-
geously and be proud of its
invaluable heritage. In his
presidential address,

Swami Bhedatitananda,
Secretary of the
Ramakrishna Mission
Sevashrama, said that the
news of the Chicago
Religious Conference
hoisting the bright flag of
Indian thought and
Hinduism before religious
leaders from around the
world filled every Indian
with pride. His lectures
were widely presented at
the Chicago Religious
Conference and subse-
quently in many countries,
including the United
States.
The 4-day long protest
against the Coronavirus
pandemic also played an
important role in removing

the moss that had settled in
the minds of Western
scholars, journalists and
religious leaders regarding
Indian wisdom. Swami
Titikshananda, Swami
Ishananda and Prabhat
Ranjan Tiwari also
expressed their views on
the occasion.In the
evening, classical music
was presented by Professor
Sugata Marjit, former Vice
Chancellor of Calcutta
University. The programme
was efficiently conducted
by Utkarsh Choubey and
the entire programme was
organised by Swami
Shastravidananda. At 12
noon, 2500 people took
food prasad.

Swami Vivekananda

Shubhavirbhav Tithi cele-

brated with great pomp

Task Force Constituted to Remove

Illegal Encroachments from Govt.

Land and No Man Land in Border

Bahraich

A Mission Nari Shakti
program was organized at
the Dev Sanskriti
Gramoday Inter College,
Rampur Rupaidiha cam-
pus, located in the India-
Nepal border area, under
the auspices of the district
administration. The girls
and women present at the
program took a collective
pledge for women safety,
respect and self-reliance
and committed to con-
ducting a public aware-
ness campaign to connect
every household with the
"Empowered Women–
Prosperous State" cam-
paign run by the Uttar
Pradesh
government.Certificates
were awarded to the girls
who performed excep-
tionally well by the
school management and a
collective pledge was also
taken for the creation of a
drug-free

society.Addressing the
program, the chief guest,
Sub-Divisional
Magistrate Nanpara,
Monalisa Johri, said that
women power is national
power. A public aware-
ness campaign is being
conducted for the safety,
respect and self-reliance
of women, so that every
daughter and every moth-
er can become safe and
self-reliant.School man-
ager and President of the
Rule of Law Society
Awadh, Sanjeev
Srivastava Advocate said
that an effective public
awareness campaign is
being conducted against

the illegal drug trade in
the border areas in coor-
dination with social serv-
ice and voluntary organi-
zations, so that drug
abuse can be completely
eradicated.Station House
Officer Rupaidiha,
Ramesh Singh Rawat
informed that expert
counseling has been
arranged to prevent
domestic disputes, vio-
lence and suicides and a
women cyber cell has
been established at the
police station premises,
where effective action is
being taken on com-
plaints of cyberstalking
and cyberbullying.MLA

representative Saurabh
Verma and social worker
Harihar called for imple-
menting a special action
plan to address regional
problems and to provide
speedy justice to the
exploited and neglected
people. Spokesperson
Rajiv Srivastava appealed
to the girls to get educat-
ed and trained and move
forward.Kisan Parishad
convener Shiv Poojan
Singh highlighted the
physical and mental harm
caused by drug abuse and
called upon people to join
the "Poison-Free
Farming– Drug-Free
Village" campaign.
Educationist Banaras Giri
presented a devotional
song, giving the message
to stay away from
drugs.The program was
conducted by Principal
Shubham Srivastava,
while the vote of thanks
was given by President
Award recipient social
worker Ayush Verma. 

Woman Constable Priya
Pandey provided detailed
information about the
Mission Shakti Center,
Women's Help Desk,
Women's Reporting and
Counseling Center, Anti-
Romeo Squad
etc.Presiding over the
program, Block Head of
Nawabganj, Jai Prakash
Singh said that the gov-
ernment is empowering
society through the prin-
ciples of "Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas, Sabka Prayas"
(Together with all,
Development for all,
Trust of all, Efforts of
all). He provided infor-
mation about Women
Power Line 1090, Women
Cyber Cell, Chief
Minister Kanya
Sumangala Yojana,
Destitute Women Pension
Scheme and other
schemes. Many digni-
taries were present at the
program, including Kisan
Parishad Block President.

Mission Nari Shakti Organized in India-
Nepal Border Area, Women Take Pledge

for Security and Self-Reliance

Students showcase their talent at science 
exhibition; modern models attract attention

Backstage’s Enchanting Theatrical

Experiment: Fareb-e-Hasti
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Prayagraj. The Kala Sangam
cultural evening, organized
by the Culture Department of
Uttar Pradesh under the Magh
Mela, was held grandly at the
"Ganga Pandal," Sector 3,
Parade Ground. Performances
of folk songs, classical music,
folk dances, and traditional
tunes mesmerized the audi-
ence. 

Renowned artists
from across the country added
vibrant colors to both the
stage and the audience with
their amazing
performances.The program
began with a Ganesh Vandana
(prayer to Lord Ganesha) by
Hitesh Bhardwaj and his

team, renowned Bhajan
singers from Lucknow. They
captivated the audience with
their renditions of composi-
tions based on Kabir's Sufi
philosophy, such as "Kuch
Lena Na Dena Magan
Rehna," "Man Laga Mera
Yaar Fakiri Mein," etc.
In classical music, the emi-
nent singer Professor Pandit
Sahitya Kumar Nahar present-
ed Raag Kalyan, Mishra
Khamaj traditional tunes, and
"Shri Ram Chandra Kripalu
Bhajman" with a sitar ensem-
ble. During this time, 10-
year-old child poet Kaviraj
Raghunandan captivated the
audience by reciting a poem
based on the bravery of
Jatayu, the vulture king, titled

"Vesh Badal Kar Chali
Dashanan, Parn Kutir Ke
Dwar Khada."Renowned
Bhajan singer Masoom
Ali and his team from
Varanasi won the
hearts of the audi-
ence with their
performances of
Ganga songs and
bhajans such as
"Ganga Maiyya
Sun Lo Arziyan
Hamari," "Jai
Bolo Raja Ram
Ki," and "Jai Shiv
Shankar
vinashi."Ranjana
Upadhyay and her team
staged a dance performance
in praise of Lord Shiva. Mala
Sharma gave a splendid per-

formance of Kathak and folk
dance. Dr. Menka

Mishra, a

renowned
folk and light music singer
from Lucknow, mesmerized

the audience with her Ram
bhajans and Sufi performanc-
es.Mala Sharma, a disciple of
Pt. Arjun Mishra and 
Poornima Pandey, along with
her team, staged the dance
drama "Kevat Ke Ram."
Kathak and folk dancer
Anshika Tyagi from Lucknow
won the hearts of both the
stage and the audience with
her performances of
Rajasthani, Awadhi, and
Haryanvi dances. In the cul-
tural evening, renowned
devotional singer Tripti
Shakya and her fellow artists
captivated the audience with
their renditions of bhajans
such as "Kabhi Ram Banke
Kabhi Shyam Banke,"
"Satyam Shivam Sundaram,"

and others. The event was
successfully hosted by Piyush
Srivastava.

Present on the occa-
sion were Shri Ashwini Patel,
President of the Backward
Classes Front, Kashi
Province; R.P. Baghel, mem-
ber of the Tourism and
Culture Council; Subhash
Chandra Yadav, Nodal Officer
of the Culture Department;
Ghulam Sarwar;
Superintendent of Police
Arvind Mishra; and Devendra
Tripathi, an officer from the
Lalit Kala Akademi,
Lucknow. All the distin-
guished artists were honored
with shawls and certificates
of appreciation.

Kala Sangam Cultural Evening at Magh Mela: Folk

Art, Bhajans, and Dance Captivate the Audience
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Ghazipur. In compliance
with the instructions of the
Honorable Election
Commission of India, a suc-
cessful voter list reading
program was organized on
Saturday, January 11, 2026,
in the Mohammadabad
Yusufpur tehsil area of
??the district. During this
program, the voter list was
publicly read aloud by
Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) at various polling
stations.The main objective
of the program was to
ensure transparency in the
voter list and to provide cit-
izens with accurate infor-
mation about their names,
age, address, and other
details. Under this program,
the voter list was read
sequentially at polling sta-
tions located at booths 150
to 157.  The citizens present
listened carefully to the list
and verified their
details.During the reading,

citizens were also given the
opportunity to provide
information regarding any
missing names, errors, or
necessary corrections in the
voter list, so that necessary
amendments could be made
in a timely manner. The
program witnessed active
participation from the pub-
lic.On this occasion, the
Additional District
Magistrate, Sub-Divisional

Magistrate, Tehsildar,
Chairman of the Municipal
Council, councilors, public
representatives, and other
dignitaries were present.
The officials monitored the
program, provided neces-
sary instructions to the
BLOs, and appealed to the
general public for maximum
participation.The officials
stated that the voter list
reading program is an

important initiative towards
strengthening the democrat-
ic system.

It ensures that
every eligible citizen's
name is included in the
voter list and that no eligi-
ble voter is deprived of
their right to vote. The suc-
cessful organization of the
program sent a positive
message of democratic
awareness in the region.

Voter List Reading Program
Concluded, Public Reading Held 

at Booths 150 to 157

In
classical music, the

eminent singer Professor
Pandit Sahitya Kumar Nahar

presented Raag Kalyan, Mishra
Khamaj traditional tunes, and "Shri

Ram Chandra Kripalu Bhajman" with
a sitar ensemble. During this time, 10-

year-old child poet Kaviraj
Raghunandan captivated the audi-

ence by reciting a poem based
on the bravery of Jatayu,

the vulture king
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Prayagraj: Divisional
Commissioner/Roll Observer,
Mrs. Saumya Agarwal, on
Sunday inspected the polling
station at St. Joseph Girls
Inter College, Mumfordganj,
under Assembly
Constituency-262, Allahabad
North, as part of the special
intensive revision campaign
for electoral rolls. Upon
arrival, she inspected the
voter list and instructed the
concerned BLOs (Booth
Level Officers) to replace the
photos of voters whose pic-
tures were unclear in the voter
list. She also directed that

necessary action be taken to
include the names of all vot-
ers from families whose
names are listed in different
polling booths at a single

polling station. She said that
if the name of any eligible
voter is missing from the
voter list or if there is a new
voter, their Form-6 should be

filled out along with the dec-
laration and included in the
voter list. She also said that if
there is any error in the name,
age, gender, etc., of any voter

in the voter list, Form-8
should be filled out along
with the declaration for cor-
rection. If a voter's photo in
the list is blurry, dark, too
small, or very old, the latest
photo of the concerned voter
should be updated. If there
are any discrepancies in the
entries, Form-8 should be
filled out along with the dec-
laration for correction.The
Divisional Commissioner also
interacted with the voters
present at the polling station.
During the interaction, the
voters stated that there were
no problems in filling out
Form-6 and Form-8 for any
kind of correction. They also

mentioned that the BLOs
were providing assistance.
She inquired about the read-
ing of the voter list from the
BLOs present at the polling
station, namely Geeta
Kumari, Danpatti Verma,
Kalawati, and Pradeep Kumar
Mishra. The concerned BLOs
and supervisor informed her
that the voter list had been
read aloud in the presence of
the voters. During the inspec-
tion, Sub-Divisional
Magistrate Sadar Singh,
Assistant Electoral
Registration Officer Ganesh
Kanojia, supervisors, and
BLOs were present at the
spot.

Divisional Commissioner Inspects Polling Station at St. Joseph Girls Inter College

Uttar Pradesh is
among the leading
Potato-Producing
states in the country.
Potatoes are cultivat-
ed over an area of
more than 600,000
hectares in the state
and this year too, as
in the previous year,
a good yield of pota-
toes is expected. Due
to surplus production,
potatoes from Uttar
Pradesh are supplied
to other states of the
country as well as
exported abroad.

Potato Production

in the State

Remains Strong

Akhand Bharat Sandesh 

Ghazipur:On the instructions of
the District Magistrate, the dis-
trict administration and the
Irrigation Department have
accelerated preparations regard-
ing the proposed anti-erosion
works in the Sherpur area of the
district. In this sequence, on
Thursday, the Assistant Engineer
of the Irrigation Department con-
ducted an inspection of the iden-
tified site in the Sherpur area
and reviewed the necessary
arrangements. During the inspec-
tion, the Assistant Engineer
examined the riverbank areas
vulnerable to possible erosion
and reviewed the action plan for
the proposed works. He issued
necessary directions to the
departmental staff present on
site, emphasizing that the anti-
erosion works must be complet-
ed in a timely and quality-orient-
ed manner so that villagers do
not face any problems in the
future.Sub-Divisional Magistrate
Dr. Harshita Tiwari was also
present at the inspection site.
She stated that, in accordance
with government directives, pub-

lic welfare–related works are
being carried out on a priority
basis. The anti-erosion measures
will not only protect farmers’
agricultural land but will also
safeguard the rural population
from potential damage.Other
departmental officials and local
staff were also present during the
inspection. The officers dis-
cussed the availability of neces-
sary resources and materials, as
well as the preparatory steps
required before the commence-
ment of the work. The adminis-
tration assured that no negli-
gence will be tolerated in the
execution of anti-erosion works
and that regular monitoring will
be ensured.

Administration on Alert Over
Proposed Anti-Erosion Works in

Sherpur Area, Site Inspection
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In a strongly worded state-
ment, Government of India
has condemned and refuted
the findings of the US
Commission on International
Religious Freedom report as
“biased and politically moti-
vated, and continuation of
persistent attempts to misrep-
resent isolated incidents and
cast aspersions on India’s
vibrant multicultural society
which reflects USCIRF’s delib-
erate agenda rather than a
genuine concern for religious
freedom”.   Though this is not
the first time such reports
have painted India as a coun-

try highly intolerant of its reli-
gious minorities, the March
2025 report is the first time a
recommendation has been
made for India to be designat-
ed as “country of particular
concern”. It alleges that
minorities in India are facing
‘deteriorating treatment’.
Fifteen other countries,
including Afghanistan, Russia,
China, Pakistan, and Saudi
Arabia, have been found to be
treating their respective
minorities badly. Three
aspects of this report should
be of concern to New Delhi,
and it should be brought to

the attention of those the
report is supposedly submit-
ted to. The first is the report’s
mention of the assassination
of separatist Sikh elements in
Canada posing as members of
the Sikh religious community
and the alleged attempt on
the life of another Khalistani
separatist. “The Indian govern-
ment also continued to
expand its repressive tactics to
target religious minorities
abroad, specifically members
of the Sikh community and
their advocates… International
reporting and intelligence
from the Canadian govern-

ment corroborated allegations
linking an official in India’s
Research and Analysis Wing
(RAW) and six diplomats to the
2023 assassination attempt of
an American Sikh activist in
New York,” the report has said.
It’s important to note that
these radical elements do not
represent the Sikh community.
While the Government of
India has categorically rejected
the allegation, the Canadian
government and the prosecut-
ing authorities in the then
Biden dispensation initiated
legal actions against Indian
officials.

Looking back at India’s reform story of more
than three decades, it is worthwhile to recall
that economic liberalisation of the 1990s had a
few implicit assumptions of how an economy
should function and grow on a sustainable basis.
One of those assumptions followed from the
government decision to allow the private sector
to operate in areas that were hitherto monopo-
lised by state-owned enterprises. Under such lib-
eralisation, it was assumed that while the gov-
ernment would continue to frame policies for
areas opened up to the private sector, the regu-
lation or enforcement of those policies would be
undertaken by independent regulators through
rules framed by them. A classic example of this
thinking was India’s telecommunications sector
that was opened up to the private sector in the
early 1990s. This was followed by the setting up
of the Telecommunication Regulatory Authority
of India or Trai a few years later. Subsequently,
the business of basic telephone services, run in
large parts of the country by a government
department, was hived off to a newly created
state-owned enterprise. Something similar, in
varying degrees, happened in other areas such
as the insurance, airports, and power sectors. In
addition, the Competition Commission of India
(CCI) was set up to regulate and adjudicate upon
issues of market dominance and practices that
undermined competition in various sectors. The
principle was clear: Let the government frame
the policy (and not run a business), while inde-
pendent regulatory bodies could enforce the
policy by framing necessary rules. Another
implicit assumption behind such a separation of
responsibilities between the government and
the regulators was about who should steer
those regulatory bodies. To impart autonomy
and independence to these institutions and
insulate them from government interference,
the pool of talent for hiring key personnel was
widened. Experts and private-sector profession-
als in related fields, along with even retired
members of the judiciary (though under some
pressure as was seen when the legislation for
setting up the CCI was framed), were among
those the government believed could be hired to
head these regulatory institutions. Thus, the first
chairperson of the Central Electricity Regulatory
Commission was an economist. Trai was set up
under the chairmanship of a retired judge and its
next chairperson was a former banker. Even the
first capital market regulator was a banker in the
late 1980s, and the first chairperson of the insur-
ance sector regulator was a former chairman of
the Central Board of Direct Taxes. The first full-
fledged chairperson of the CCI was a retired
Indian Administrative Services (IAS) officer. So,
there was a mix of regulatory heads chosen from
a pool of experts from both the government and
the private sector. In spite of a few civil servants
heading these institutions, the idea that contin-
ued to be pursued was to insulate regulation
from the stranglehold or influence of the politi-
cal executive. The third significant aspect of reg-
ulation in the early days of economic reforms
was the framing of rules for appointing heads of
regulatory bodies in a way that effectively ruled
out conflicts of interest. Thus, a regulator would
usually not be considered for another job in the
government system after the completion of his
or her term. The idea was that the regulator
should be able to act freely and fairly without
any expectation of future assignments from the
government or the private sector. Indeed, one of
the regulators under the law was, until recently,
barred from accepting any government job after
having served in that regulatory post. These
were guardrails to preserve the integrity and
independence of regulators. However,
the situation with regard to the
last two assumptions behind the
regulatory framework has
changed significantly in the
last few decades. 

On June 9, 2024, as the Modi
3.0 government was set to
swear in, Rajeev
Chandrasekhar came up with
a cryptic tweet: “Today, cur-
tains down on my 18-year stint
of public service, of which
three years I had the privilege
of serving with PM Narendra
Modiji's Team Modi 2.0. I cer-
tainly didn't wish to end my 18
years of public service as a
candidate who lost an elec-
tion, but that's how it has
turned out”. The tweet was
deleted after a day, and the
amended version convenient-
ly laid the blame for the confu-
sion on an “intern”. It was an
emotional response, a mark of
Chandrasekhar's utter disap-
pointment with not finding a
place in Modi 3.0. It also signi-
fied how the 'technocrat' was
not a run-of-the-mill politician
who believed in rehearsed or
curated responses. Less than a
year since then, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) high com-
mand has now sprung a sur-
prise by naming
Chandrasekhar as its new
Kerala state president. By no
means was Rajeev
Chandrasekhar the frontrun-
ner. Incumbent K. Surendran,
who overstayed his term by
two years, was tipped to get
another year's extension, until
the assembly elections in the
state in 2026. There were
other contenders too, such as
firebrand Sobha Surendran
and veteran MT Ramesh. Even
conventional wisdom suggest-
ed that social engineering
compulsions would go against
Chandrasekhar, a Nair hailing
from Thrissur. With the two
Malayalis in Modi's third min-
istry being a Nair and a Syrian
Christian—Suresh Gopi and
George Kurian—an

Ezhava/Hindu OBC candidate
would've been the more prac-
tical option. But the high com-
mand had enough reasons to
pick Chandrasekhar. The BJP in
Kerala is a divided house with
multiple factions, and none of
the frontrunners would have
been able to function smooth-
ly on account of internal dis-
sension. Even K. Surendran's
five-year term was marred by
friction with the PK
Krishnadas-led faction, as well
as his running feud with Sobha
Surendran. The BJP leadership
reckons that Rajeev
Chandrasekhar can carry all
the factions together. He is not
a natural politician, but the
central leadership deems that
this very characteristic will
become Chandrasekhar's USP.
It is very much a repetition of
the 'K. Annamalai' experiment
in Tamil Nadu.

True, Chandrasekhar's
acceptability cuts across fac-
tions. But there are various
other considerations at play.
For all the gains it made else-
where, the BJP has hardly had
any electoral impact in Kerala,
despite a steady rise in vote
share. Even after faring rea-
sonably well in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls, cornering nearly
20% votes and Suresh Gopi's
win from Thrissur, it did badly
in the Palakkad by-election last
November. That loss probably

put paid to Surendran's hopes
to stay on until the assembly
polls, as he had turned the
issue into a battle of prestige.
The central leadership also
cannot quite understand why
the BJP does so poorly in a
state where the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) has
the second-largest network of
shakhas (branches) in the
country. For a long, the RSS in
Kerala had been deeply
involved in the functioning of
the state BJP, though the
party's ideological mentor has
taken a backseat in recent
times. This was meant to
afford more autonomy to the
state party president, but it
ultimately culminated in RSS
organising secretary K.
Subash's resignation, with the
Sangh not naming a replace-
ment in his stead for an
extended period. 

Now, Rajeev
Chandrasekhar's appointment
is likely to be followed by the
RSS naming an organising sec-
retary to assist the new presi-
dent in his functioning. The
last time the high command
named an out-of-the-box can-
didate as state president was
in the run-up to the 2016
assembly polls, when veteran
Sangh leader Kummanam
Rajasekharan, whose hardlin-
er image and association with
the Nilakkal protests of 1982

had proved to be a baggage
for the party in the past.  The
central leadership also
believes that Chandrasekhar
can cater to sections of
Kerala's aspirational middle
class that are yearning for
change and are unhappy with
both the ruling Left govern-
ment and the Congress-led
United Democratic Front
(UDF).
Since Chandrasekhar doesn't

fit the mould of a regular
politician, he may be able to
connect better with this class
and some increasingly ‘apoliti-
cal' sections of voters that sup-
port, say, a Shashi Tharoor. In
many ways in fact, it was the
spirited contest that he put in
against Tharoor in the Lok
Sabha election in
Thiruvananthapuram, despite
being a late entrant, that may
have propelled Chandrasekhar
to the coveted position today.
Giving a tough fight to
Tharoor, a lot of people were
left wondering whether
Chandrasekhar could have
emerged victorious had he
been pencilled in sooner. “Ini
Karyam Nadakkum” (‘Now
things will move') was
Chandrasekhar's campaign
slogan. This may well be called
Chandrasekhar's second com-
ing in Kerala politics. Contrary
to what many may believe, the
contest in
Thiruvananthapuram wasn't
his initiation in state politics,
even if he was based in
Bengaluru until then. Much
before that, he had been a key
mediator for getting the
Bharat Dharma Jana Sena
(BDJS), affiliated to the Ezhava
community outfit Sree
Narayana Dharma Paripalana
Yogam (SNDP), to join the
National Democratic Alliance

(NDA) in 2016. That is when
Chandrasekhar was named
the NDA's vice-chairman for
Kerala, despite being a Rajya
Sabha MP from Karnataka.
Now, he may be expected to
act as a bridge to the Christian
clergy and cater to their griev-
ances. The Christian commu-
nity in Kerala has traditionally
stood with the Congress,
although cracks have begun to
appear in recent times.
Chandrasekhar may be
expected to utilise issues such
as the controversy surround-
ing the Munambam suburb of
Ernakulam, where some 600
LChristian and Hindu families
are protesting against the
Wakf Board's claim over the
area. Notably, Chandrasekhar
was a key figure in getting vet-
eran leader PC George to
merge his splinter party with
the BJP. Shone George, the lat-
ter's son, is also expected to
emerge as an important
leader during Chandrasekhar's
term.  It would also be remiss
not to mention
Chandrasekhar's ownership of
Asianet News, which has con-
sistently topped BARC
(Broadcast Audience Research
Council) ratings for Malayalam
news channels. He is the
majority shareholder of the
news channel through the
holding company Jupiter
Capital.   While some BJP lead-
ers think that with the channel
maintaining an independent
editorial line Chandrasekhar's
business interests may back-
fire on him, that could be a
thin reading of the situation.
This view got amplified recent-
ly when he had to tweet an
apology on account of the
channel's alleged slighting of
the Maha Kumbh on a news
show. 

This Ramadan, a quiet gesture from
the Narendra Modi government has
stirred conversation Eid kits for 32
lakh underprivileged Muslims,
described as a goodwill initiative
timed with the holy month. The
offering appears festive, including
familiar Eid ingredients such as dry
fruits, semolina, vermicelli and sugar.
The kits also include kurta-pyjamas
for men and suit fabrics for women,
all neatly packaged to reach Muslim
households before Eid. At first
glance, it appears to be a thoughtful
cultural outreach by the Bharatiya
Janata Party, an attempt to bring
warmth and festivity into homes that
might otherwise go without. But as
with most things in Indian politics,
the surface is rarely the whole story.
The move hasn’t gone unnoticed by
political observers. Why this sudden
and massive outreach to Muslims—
by a party that has so far built much
of its narrative on distancing itself
from appeasement politics? This is
the same BJP whose leaders have
routinely criticised political oppo-
nents for attending Iftar parties,
framing such gestures as opportunis-
tic pandering. And yet, here we are,
with the ruling party preparing curat-
ed Eid hampers not just for a symbol-
ic few but for over 30 lakh Muslim
households. For many, the question
is not whether the gesture is kind—
but why now, and why like this? The
BJP’s ‘Saugat-e-Modi’ kits have not
only surprised political commenta-
tors but also drawn scathing remarks
from the Opposition. For some, it’s a
clear contradiction of the BJP’s usual
stance on such gestures. But for
political analysts watching the timing
closely, the move seems less like a
change of heart and more like a
strategic calculation—with Bihar in
mind. The upcoming Bihar assembly
election has raised concerns within
the BJP that rising Opposition

momentum could impact not just the
party, but also its key allies—Nitish
Kumar’s Janata Dal (United), Chirag
Paswan’s Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas), and Jitan Ram Manjhi’s
Hindustani Awam Morcha (Secular).
In that light, the Eid outreach feels
less like an act of cultural generosity
and more like a political buffer—an
attempt to soften the blow in a state
where coalition math can shift quick-
ly.  That analysis may hold some
truth—but it also seems to overlook
the broader outreach pattern the BJP
has been steadily building, particu-
larly toward poor Muslims,
Pasmanda communities, and Muslim
women. Over the past few years, the
party has made targeted efforts to
create an opening within sections of
the Muslim electorate long seen as
distant. In the 2023 urban local body
elections in Uttar Pradesh, the BJP
went as far as fielding Pasmanda
Muslim candidates—a move once
considered politically unthinkable. Of
the 395 Muslim candidates it fielded,
54 went on to win. These numbers
may seem modest when seen in the
larger national context, but they
speak to a subtle shift in the party’s
approach.
One that goes beyond gift boxes and
hints at   reimagining of BJP’s political
strategy – at least on the surface.
BJP’s effort to engage with Pasmanda
and poor Muslims isn’t new. In UP,
Danish Ansari, a Pasmanda Muslim,
was appointed as Minister of State
for Minority Welfare, Muslim Waqf,
and Haj in Yogi Adityanath’s second
cabinet—which was seen by many as
a symbolic but politically significant
move. The party and its spokesper-
sons often claim that it was the BJP
that made APJ Abdul Kalam the
President of India, citing it as proof of
its inclusive credentials. Added to
this are a number of welfare
schemes that directly.

BJP has a new Muslim strategy up its

sleeve. Saugat-e-Modi isn’t just

about Bihar election
In Turkey, the vox populi is rising
once again, reminiscent of the Gezi
uprising that occurred 12 years ago.
After a week of continuous protests
in multiple cities—against the arrest
of Istanbul mayor Ekrem Imamoglu—
authorities have put a ban on gather-
ings and detained close to 2,000 indi-
viduals. The unlawful and unconsti-
tutional arrest of Imamoglu is the
culmination of over two decades of
political erosion under President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s increasingly
autocratic governance. It has system-
atically undermined democratic insti-
tutions, silenced dissent, and played
up the Islamist agenda international-
ly, particularly on the matter of
Kashmir. Now, in the streets of
Turkey’s major cities, thousands of
people, mostly students and youth,
are pushing back against Erdogan,
and their defiance is growing louder
by the day. At the heart of this unrest
lies the struggle for Turkey’s political
future—and the figure leading this
charge—Ekrem. Imamoglu, a calm
and charismatic mayor, was arrested

under politically motivated charges
of corruption and embezzlement—
accusations that many see as a pre-
text for silencing a rising political star.
His arrest was an absurd spectacle.
Taken from his walk-in closet while
calmly adjusting his tie, Imamoglu
was detained merely hours before he
was set to be nominated as the pres-
idential candidate by Turkey’s
Opposition in the 2028 elections. For
a leader with immense support
across Turkey, this act of political
repression has galvanised protests
not just in Istanbul but across the
nation. But why has one figure—
mayor of Istanbul since 2019—
become the focal point of such a sig-
nificant crisis. obscurity in 2019,
defeating the candidate supported
by Justice and Development Party
(AKP) by 13,000 votes—when no one
thought he could. Before Imamoglu,
conservatives from the AKP had
ruled Istanbul for 25 years. Erdogan
himself owes the foundations of his
political career to his mayorship of
Istanbul in the 1990s.

Why’s Turkey erupting for Ekrem Imamoglu?

He’s the biggest threat to Erdogan yet

Civil servants are running India’s

regulatory bodies. It dilutes insti-

tutional independence

Trump should withdraw USCIRF’s authorisation. It’s

interfering in India’s domestic governance

Can A 'Technocrat' Fix All That's 

Wrong With BJP In Kerala?
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Bhadohi

There is no need to worry about wandering from
door to door due to serious illnesses or moving to
big cities and paying huge sums of money for
treatment. Now it is easy to get treatment for seri-
ous diseases in your city Bhadohi itself. For the
first time in the city, a
free health camp is
being organized on
January 11 from 11
am to 4 pm in the
context of various
diseases including
successful treatment
and operation of oral
cancer, breast lump
and ovarian cancer.
Giving the above
information, Dr. R.
Sinha MBBS, MS
S U R G I C A L
O N C O L O G Y
(Laproscopic Surgeon, Head Neck and Breast
Cancer Specialist) and Gold Medalist of Sushruta
Surgery and Cancer Clinic said that a free health
camp is being organized on Sunday, January 11
from 11 am to 4 pm. Singh told that in the camp,
treatment and operation of hydrocele and gall
bladder will be advised using binoculars and gen-
eral techniques. There is treatment and operation
of hernia and stones, treatment of stomach and all
types of tumors, treatment of piles and warts in
the anus, treatment of any kind of lump and pus in
the body, formation of milk lump in the chest,
treatment and operation of circumcision and chest
tumor, treatment of thyroid, getting including oral
cancer, breast lump and ovarian cancer will be
successfully treated and operatedShri Dr. Sinha
said that such a camp is being organized for the
first time in Bhadohi. If anyone has such a prob-
lem, then he should come to the free health camp
to be held on January 11 from 11 to 4 pm and get
the problem solved.

Free health camp by
Sushruta Surgery and

Cancer Clinic 

Bhadohi

According to the inten-
tion of the government,
in order to provide
speedy justice to the
complainants, in order to
organize Police Station
Redressal Day every
Saturday, Police Station
Redressal Day was
organized at all the
police stations of the
district on Saturday. The
problems of the com-
plainants were heard
under the direction of
District Magistrate
Shailesh Kumar and
Superintendent of Police
Abhimanyu Manglik. By
organizing Samadhan
Divas at all the police
stations, the police team
along with the adminis-
trative team at the
respective police stations
heard the problems of
the public and resolved
them with the presence
of revenue personnel.
Listening seriously to
the complaints received
during the public hear-
ing, all the applications
related to the Police
Department were dis-

posed of on the spot and
instructions were given
to the concerned for
quality and timely dis-
posal of all the applica-
tions related to the
Revenue Department.
After listening to the
complaints of the public,
necessary instructions
were given to the con-
cerned officers to
resolve the cases jointly
by police and revenue
teams in all the land
related cases, so that the
complainants do not
have to wander separate-
ly and the cases can be
resolved quickly and
justly. During the Police
Station Solution Day
organized today, special
emphasis was laid on

disposal of all the appli-
cations received at Aurai
police station in the
presence of CO Aurai
"Mr. Rajeev Kumar
Singh" Police Station
Head and administrative
team. Taking prompt
action on the total 56
(48 related to Revenue
Department and 08
Police) applications
received at all the police
stations, all 08 com-
plaints related to the
Police Department were
resolved on the spot. In
the remaining cases, a
joint team of police and
revenue was formed and
comprehensive instruc-
tions were given for
quick and quality dis-
posal.

Auraiya

District Magistrate Dr.
Indramani Tripathi and
Superintendent of
Police Abhishek Bharti
heard public grievances
during the Samadhan
Diwas organised at
Kudarkot Police
Station. 
They personally
received applications
from complainants and
took cognisance of the
problems raised. The
District Magistrate
directed the concerned
area in-charges and
lekhpals to conduct on-
site inspections of the
issues received and
ensure their lawful dis-
posal within the stipu-

lated time frame. He
emphasised that efforts
should be made to
resolve disputes in a
manner satisfactory to
both parties so that the
solution remains perma-
nent.
During the programme,
several complaints
related to land disputes
and illegal encroach-
ments were received.
Taking serious note, the
District Magistrate
instructed the con-
cerned Station House
Officer and lekhpals to
resolve the complaints
after proper field verifi-
cation and to keep the
complainants duly
informed about the
action taken.

Subsequently, the
District Magistrate and
the Superintendent of
Police conducted a sur-
prise inspection of the
under-construction
Kudarkot Police Station
building. They
reviewed the progress
and quality of the con-
struction work and
directed the executing
agency to complete the
police station building
strictly in accordance
with prescribed stan-
dards and quality
norms. On the occasion,
Bidhoona Tehsildar
Sharmanand, along with
the concerned Station
House Officer, lekhpals
and complainants, was
Present.

Bahraich

Smack is being smuggled into Nepal
from the bordering Indian territory.
Despite the heavy deployment of security
forces at the border, smack is still reach-
ing Nepal from the Indian side. The
Nepali police are apprehending youths
with smack on a daily basis. DSP Chakra
Bahadur Shah of Dang district said that
all police stations in the district have
been instructed to remain vigilant regard-
ing drug trafficking. On Thursday night,
police personnel were patrolling near
Milan Chowk at the Ghorahi bus park
when a motorcycle, number Lu80P6311,
was spotted. Two people were riding on
the motorcycle. The police team stopped
the motorcycle driver, Sushil Gahatraj
and the passenger, Ammar Nepali, both
residents of Kholi village, Ward No. 14,
Ghorahi Sub-Metropolitan City. Sushil
was carrying a bag. Upon searching his
bag, 47 grams of smack were recovered
in a plastic packet. The DSP said that
they were coming from the Nepalgunj
side on the motorcycle. Both have been
booked under the NDPS Act and sent to
jail.

Auraiya

A youth travelling in a car was
critically injured after unidenti-
fied assailants opened indis-
criminate fire at him on
Saturday afternoon near the
Dibiyapur canal bridge under
the Sadar Kotwali area of
Auraiya district. The injured
youth was immediately rushed
to the district hospital, where
his condition remains serious.
According to police, the inci-
dent occurred when two
unknown attackers arrived on a
motorcycle and fired multiple
rounds at Ashutosh Tiwari, son
of late Rajkumar Tiwari, a resi-
dent of Karampur. Ashutosh
sustained gunshot injuries,
while his companion alerted the
police. In his statement to the

police, the injured Ashutosh
Tiwari said that his car had
been parked at a Tata agency on
Dibiyapur Road for an insur-
ance claim. He alleged that an
employee of the agency called
him, claiming that the vehicle
had been repaired. However,
upon reaching the agency with
a companion, he found that the

car had not been fixed.Ashutosh
stated that while returning in
his car, the attackers opened
fire on him near the canal
bridge. He termed the incident a
conspiracy and further alleged
that police personnel stationed
nearby left the area after hear-
ing the gunshots instead of
responding to the situation.

Upon receiving information,
City Circle Officer Ashok
Kumar and Kotwali in-charge
Rajkumar Singh reached the
spot along with police teams
and questioned the injured
youth. Additional
Superintendent of Police Alok
Mishra said that a caller named
Gopal had informed Dial 112
that two unidentified persons
abused and shot the victim. The
injured youth was immediately
shifted to the hospital for treat-
ment. ASP Mishra added that
Ashutosh has provided details
regarding the attackers. The
Superintendent of Police has
constituted three special teams
to trace and arrest the named
accused. He assured that the
case would be solved at the ear-
liest.

Bahraich

Under the leadership of
Santosh Kumar Mishra,
the representative of
the President of Adarsh
Samaj Seva Samiti
committee officials
paid a courtesy visit to
the Station House
Officer of Rupaidia
Police Station, Ramesh
Singh Rawat. On this
occasion, the commit-
tee officials presented
the Station House
Officer with the com-
mittee calendar and a
pen-diary, extending
their heartfelt greetings
and best wishes for the
New Year 2026.Station
House Officer Rawat
welcomed all the offi-
cials and expressed his
gratitude for the New
Year wishes. He said

that the New Year
brings new resolutions,
new energy, and new
opportunities. He urged
all the residents of the
area to play their
important role in the
overall development of
the country with a posi-
tive mindset and strong
commitment. After the
program, the newly

appointed officials of
the committee were
presented with ID cards
by the Station House
Officer, who also
extended his best wish-
es to them.Sher Singh
Kasodhan, Ramesh
Singh, 
Vinod Giri, and others
were present on this
occasion.

The North Central Railway
(NCR) marked a significant
milestone today at the
Yashobhoomi Convention
Centre, New Delhi, as it
was honored with top orga-
nizational and individual
awards during the Ati
Vishisht Rail Seva
Puraskar–2025 ceremony.
The awards, which repre-
sent the highest annual
honor in Indian Railways,
were presented by the
Minister of Railways,
Ashwini Vaishnaw.?In a
proud moment for the zone,
Naresh Pal Singh, General
Manager/NCR, along with
Satendra Kumar,
PCSTE/NCR, received two
prestigious organizational
trophies: the
Telecommunication
Efficiency Shield and the
Signal Efficiency Shield.
These awards recognize
NCR outstanding perform-
ance in maintaining high
safety standards and imple-
menting cutting-edge com-
munication technology
across its network.
Individual Feats of
Excellence
The ceremony also celebrat-
ed the exceptional contribu-
tions of five NCR personnel
whose dedication has set
new benchmarks for the
Indian Railways: Ashutosh
Sharma, Dy Financial
Advisor, & Chief Accounts
Officer was honored for his
masterful financial manage-
ment during the high-pres-
sure Mahakumbh opera-
tions. His meticulous scruti-
ny of works totaling nearly
?50 Crore led to the suc-

cessful recovery of approxi-
mately 7 Crore, showcasing
his commitment to fiscal
integrity and organizational
efficiency.In the realm of
infrastructure, Kush Gupta,
Deputy Chief Signal &
Telecom Engineer (Dy.
CSTE) was recognized
under the category of
“Completion of Projects in
Record Time.” His profes-
sional expertise and leader-
ship were instrumental in
executing critical signal and
telecom projects ahead of
schedule, significantly
enhancing the zone opera-
tional capacity.The techni-
cal brilliance of Dhananjay
Kumar Singh, Senior
Divisional Mechanical
Engineer (Prayagraj) was
highlighted for his strategic
planning during the
Mahakumbh. He managed
the maintenance of over 150
rakes across multiple loca-
tions including Jhansi,
Gwalior and Agra. His com-
prehensive "zero-detach-
ment" strategy ensured that
no coach was removed for
maintenance during the
massive event, ensuring
seamless 

passenger travel.
Safety and alertness
remained at the forefront of

the honors. Sushmita,
Senior Assistant Loco Pilot
(Prayagraj Lobby), received
the award for her heroic
presence of mind while
operating the Banaras–
Agra Cantt Vande Bharat
Express. By identifying a
delayed green signal at a
road-traffic interface and
taking immediate emer-
gency action, she success-
fully averted a major acci-
dent.Similarly, the dedica-
tion of the "foot soldiers" of
the railway was recognized
through Parvat, A Trackman
from Jhansi. During a rou-
tine patrol under sensitive
circumstances, he detected
unsafe track conditions and
alerted the administration
immediately, preventing a
potential untoward incident
through his unwavering vig-
ilance.
The Ati Vishisht Rail Seva
Puraskar continues to serve
as a powerful motivator for
the railway workforce. The
achievements of North
Central Railway this year
stand as a testament to the
zone's culture of profession-
alism and its mission to
provide a safer, faster and
more efficient 
transport experience for the
nation.

Committee Officials Extend New Year
Greetings to SHO

North Central Railway Shines at Ati

Vishisht Rail Seva Puraskar 2025
Special Hindi Workshop

Organised at NTPC Auraiya

on World Hindi Day

Two Youths Arrested in Nepal

with 47 Grams of Smack

Auraiya. to promote

the effective use, devel-

opment and wider adop-

tion of Rajbhasha Hindi

in official work, a spe-

cial Hindi workshop

was organised at the

NTPC Auraiya Project

on the occasion of

World Hindi Day.

World Hindi Day is

observed every year on

January 10 to highlight

the global significance

of the Hindi language

and to encourage its

promotion and effective

use in official commu-

nication. In this context,

NTPC Auraiya organ-

ised a special Hindi

workshop on January 9,

2026 aimed at strength-

ening the use of Hindi

in administrative and

official functions.On

this occasion, Dr.

Rajendra Prasad

Mishra, APS

Rashtrapati Bhavan was

invited as the guest

speaker. The workshop

was conducted in two

sessions. The first ses-

sion was held in the

Project Head

Conference Hall of the

Administrative Building

under the chairmanship

of Mr. Shubhashish

Guha, Project Head,

NTPC Auraiya. Heads

of departments and sen-

ior officers participated

in this session. The sec-

ond session took place

at the Employee

Development Centre,

where a large number

of NTPC Auraiya

employees participated

with enthusiasm.

During his insightful

address in both ses-

sions, Dr. Mishra elabo-

rated on the importance

of Rajbhasha Hindi, its

historical evolution,

global presence, and its

effective use in govern-

ment correspondence.

He stated, “Hindi is not

only a powerful global

language, but also the

soul of India.”

Emphasising simple,

pure and effective Hindi

writing, he expressed

pride in the language

and said, “Rajbhasha

Hindi is not only our

identity, but also the

soul of our thoughts

and work culture. Let

us all adopt Hindi with

pride in our daily offi-

cial work and con-

tribute to building a

prosperous India. ”The

workshop provided par-

ticipants with a new

perspective, motivation

and practical knowledge

regarding the Hindi lan-

guage. Participants of

both sessions were

greatly benefited by the

programme. All heads

of departments and a

large number of

employees were present

during the workshop.

The programme was

efficiently conducted by

Alok Adhikari Manager

(Human

Resources–Rajbhasha).

Efforts for quick redressal of the prob-

lems of the complainants by organizing

Police Station Solution Day

Car Occupant Shot at in Auraiya, Police

Form Teams to Nab Accused: ASP

DM and SP Hear Public
Grievances at Samadhan

Diwas in Kudarkot
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Samsung partners with India
R&D for next-gen phone

speech AI

Delhi : Samsung is counting on its India research
hub to drive a global push toward voice-first AI,
putting its engineers at the center of the Galaxy
Al ecosystem. At a media roundtable, Samsung
R&D Institute India - Bengaluru (SRI-B) represen-
tative Mohan Rao said India is one of the compa-
ny's main Al locations outside Korea. "When it
will be voice-first relies on research discoveries.
Current research is extensive." Rao stated. "We
faced numerous hurdles in making Al models run
in the gadget. Native platforms must develop and
operate natural language ASRs well. We can then
consider voice-only phones." Multiple ecosystem
stakeholders say voice will be the main way con-
sumers connect with Al. In an interview, IndiaAl
Mission CEO Abhishek Singh said the organiza-
tion was creating voice-first Al models for Indian
languages. Tech companies like Google and
OpenAl will favor voice interfaces globally. Voice-
first Al could help Samsung's phones stand out
from competitors, as it sells its Al directly in con-
sumer hardware. 

Delhi: A government
paper reveals that India is
considering not regulat-
ing cryptocurrencies but
rather maintaining partial
monitoring, due to con-
cerns that integrating dig-
ital assets into the coun-
try's mainstream finan-
cial system could pose
s y s t e m i c
dangers.According to the
memo reviewed by
Reuters, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI)
believes that it would be
impossible to regulate
cryptocurrencies in a way
that effectively limits
their dangers.The inaugu-
ration of U.S. President

Donald Trump has coin-
cided with a rise in the
price of bitcoin, the most
valuable cryptocurrency
by market capitalization,
and a general improve-
ment in the worldwide
acceptability of cryp-
tocurrencies.Stablecoins,
a type of cryptocurrency

that is backed by fiat cur-
rency and hence less sus-
ceptible to violent
swings, have also been
legalized in the
US.Despite China's ongo-
ing cryptocurrency ban,
Reuters reported last
month that the country is
looking into a stablecoin.

India resists full crypto framework, fears systemic risks

Delhi: Adani
Enterprises Limited
would invest 70,000
crore in Nagpur,
Maharashtra, to
establish a coal gasifi-
cation and down-
stream derivatives
complex. This MoU
was signed with the
state government.
Project is projected to
enhance state energy
and industrial output
and create 30,000
jobs. The
Maharashtra govern-
ment signed five
MoUs worth 1.08 lakh
crore. Adani's invest-
ment tops. The com-

pany develops high-
growth enterprises
and spins them off as
independent compa-
nies in mining, infra-
structure (airports,
roads, data centres,
water management),
solar manufacturing,
defence, and edible
oils.Adani Enterprises

would invest ?70,000
crore in the
Integrated Surface
Coal Gasification and
D o w n s t r e a m
Derivatives Project in
Linga, Kamleshwar,
Nagpur to provide
next-generation ener-
gy solutions for
Maharashtra.

Delhi: One day after
stepping down as a
director, Vijay Singh,
vice chair of Tata
Trusts, was present at
the Tata Sons board
meeting.Tata Sons wel-
comed him attend the
meeting as a token of
their thanks for his
time on the board, but
since he had already
resigned, he was
unable to vote on any
matters on the agen-
da. Despite his status
as a nominated direc-
tor of Tata Trusts—the
parent company of
Tata Sons—Singh did
not have any addition-
al authority during
b o a r d
meet ings .Nominee
directors of Tata Trusts
have far more clout
than other directors at
Tata Sons; they can
veto acquisitions or
capital expenditure
programs worth more
than Rs 100 crore, for
example.But they still
need the majority vote
of the Tata Trusts
trustees to make deci-
sions. The only item on
the agenda that did
not pass was an invest-
ment plan that did not
receive approval from
Tata Trusts; all the oth-
ers included Air India,

Tata International, and
Tata Capital.After the
approval of the biggest
shareholder is
obtained, the proposal
would be reviewed
again at the subse-
quent board meeting

of Tata Sons. After
Singh left, the two
remaining nominee
directors at Tata Sons
are Noel Tata, chair-
man of Tata Trusts,
and Venu Srinivasan,
vice-chairman.

Age of retirement for Tata Trusts

trustees is something to think about

Delhi: India's largest
private port opera-
tor, Adani Group,
has banned entry of
tankers that are
sanctioned by
Western countries
at all of its ports -
sources said and
documents show
move that could hit
Russian oil supplies
for two Indian refin-
ers that regularly get
Russian oil delivered
at Adani's Mundra
Port in Gujarat.India
is the biggest buyer
of Russian seaborne
oil, mostly shipped
on tankers that are

sanctioned by the
European Union, the
US and Britain.

HPCL-Mittal
Energy, which oper-
ates a 226,000-bar-
rels per day
Bathinda refinery in
northern Punjab,
gets all of its crude
supplies at the
Mundra Port.The

port is also used by
Indian Oil Corp, the
country's biggest
refiner, for oil
imports. IOC gets
crude supplies for its
10 refineries at mul-
tiple ports in India.

Adani, IOC and
HMEL had no imme-
diate comment
when reached out.

Delhi: According to Nitin
Gadkari, India's minister
of road transport and
highways, Mercedes-
Benz has told the gov-
ernment that it plans to
increase production at
its plant outside of Pune
in order to fulfill its goal
of exporting "Made in
India" automobiles to

markets worldwide. The
chairman of Mercedes,
according to Gadkari,
informed him that the
production quality in
India is strong, which
has led the company to
consider increasing
manufacturing in the
nation to fulfill the
demands of worldwide

markets. "The chairman
of Mercedes was telling
me that they are going
to look at increasing the
productivity of
Mercedes in India... And
they want to export
Mercedes from here to
(markets) all over the
world," Gadkari said.
at the Auto Retail

Tata Capital's home financing

records substantial growth

Adani will spend 70,000 crore in Maha;

govt. inks five MoUs for 1.08 lakh

Gadkari says Mercedes-Benz wants

to export 'made in India' cars

Adani group bans 

sanctioned ships at ports

Delhi: After suffering under
the US's harsh tariff regime,
Indian seafood exporters are
about to receive a vital lifeline
in the EU. Shrimp exports,
which were struck particularly
hard by Washington's recent
50% tariff on Indian goods,
could see an immediate 20%

increase, according to the
Commerce Ministry. The
European Union (EU) cleared

102 new Indian fishing opera-
tions for export this month,
effectively eliminating all
pending permissions, marking
a significant milestone. With
the listings in place, which
encompass aquaculture units,
sea-caught processing facto-
ries, and cold storage facili-

ties, all of India's main
seafood exporters can now
begin shipping to the EU.India
sent 
$1.1 billion worth of seafood
to the European Union in
FY24, making it the country's
second-biggest seafood
export market. 

Delhi: The advertising
exchange PubMatic Inc.
is suing Alphabet Inc.'s
Google, claiming that
Google has unlawfully
monopolized the ad
technology market and
is seeking billions of dol-
lars in damages. This is
the second lawsuit that
an advertising exchange
has filed against Google
in as many months. In
April, a federal judge
found that Google had
unlawfully monopolized
two important technol-
ogy markets, namely ad
exchanges and the tools
used by websites to sell
ad space, called ad
servers. The lawsuit was
filed in a federal court in
Virginia. Another trial to
determine whether

Google must divest por-
tions of its advertising
business to fix the
unlawful behavior is
scheduled to take place
this month before the
same Virginia judge who
agreed with the Justice
Department and a few
states in April. The US
Department of Justice
has demanded that the

corporation sell its AdX
advertising exchange
and enable its technolo-
gy to communicate with
competitors' systems
without delay. Instead
of selling off its assets,
Google plans to inte-
grate its advertising
exchange with other
technologies.
and put a compliance

Ad exchange sues Google for monopolistic violations

Delhi: Housing financ-
ing has been a consis-
tent area of growth for
Tata Capital, and the
company sees this as a
key component of its
overall retail growth
plan. Tata Capital
Housing Finance is
well-positioned to take
advantage of structural
opportunities in India's
underdeveloped hous-
ing finance sector, as its
portfolio expanded at a
robust 33 percent com-
pounded annual
growth rate between
FY23 and FY25. With an
increase from ?30,850
crore in FY24 and
?22,100 crore in FY23,
the home loan seg-
ment of the firm now
accounts for ?38,400
crore, or 17 percent, of
Tata Capital’s consoli-
dated gross loan book
as of March-end.This
represents a gain of
74% over the past two
years and a 24%
increase over the past
year, suggesting that

the demand for resi-
dential credit is still
high and that the cate-
gory is expanding. Tata
Capital continues to

cater to a diverse range
of clients, including
salaried 
individuals, entrepre-
neurs.

Delhi : India and the United
Arab Emirates are targeting
$100 billion in trade by 2030,
excluding oil and precious
metals, India’s commerce min-
istry said in a statement.The
target was decided during a
meeting between Union com-
merce and industry minister
Piyush Goyal and the UAE’s
minister of foreign trade, Dr.
Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi,
in New Delhi last week. They
were reviewing bilateral trade
between the two countries
under the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) that came
into effect in 2022. Both lead-
ers stressed deeper coopera-
tion in emerging sectors
renewable energy.

India, UAE set $100 bn

non-oil trade goal by 2030

EU to Give a Hand to India's Seafood Exports Following US Tariff

Delhi: Amazon is
preparing for an even
greater surge in festive
sales this year as a
result of the reorgani-
zation of GST slabs,
which would lower the
prices of many con-
sumer goods. This will
increase spending by
the salaried class,
many of whom look for
online offers when
purchasing products,
especially for expen-
sive ones. Outside of
ethnic clothing, which
is the norm for festi-
vals, the most pur-
chased items during
festivals tend to be
smartphones, gadgets,

and durables. We
anticipate a greater
increase in holiday
sales compared to pre-
vious year. Regardless,
consumers typically
wait for sales to begin
before making large
purchases; however,
this time around, the
trend has quickened
thanks to the GST cuts.
Customers can expect
to save a ton of money
this holiday season
because to merchants'
enticing bargains and a
drop in GST on millions
of products, according
to Saurabh Srivastava,
VP of categories at
Amazon India.

Amazon eyes bumper sales

Delhi: Wall Street
indexes rose in chop-
py rises as in-line
European markets
ended flat, continuing
their 10-week win-
ning streak. The
Federal Reserve is
expected to decrease
interest rates twice
this year, according to
U.S. inflation figures.
crude prices fell 1%,
the first monthly
decline since
November, as mar-
kets braced for fresh
levies from
Washington and
crude exports from
Iraq's Kurdistan

region. According to a
White House source,
President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy of Ukraine
will depart the Oval
Office early Friday
after a contentious
meeting with Trump.
Following reports of
falling yearly inflation
and sluggish con-
sumer spending in
the latest statistics
tracked by the
Federal Reserve, U.S.
Treasury rates hit
multi-month lows. A
drop of 2.93 points,
or 0.34%, was record-
ed by MSCI's global
stock index. 

When oil prices drop every

month, US stocks go up

Delhi: As a comfort to
packaged goods mak-
ers who were waiting
for labelling and pack-
aging clarity to figure
out how to pass the
GST gains on to cus-
tomers, the govern-
ment has authorized
them to display revised
MRPs on unsold old
packets of items. But
before the end of the

year, businesses must
sell off their old inven-
tory. The consumer
affairs ministry
announced on Tuesday
that until December 31
or until supplies run
out, whichever comes
first, makers, packers,
or importers of pre-
packaged goods can
show amended MRPs.

The government has

Govt allows companies to display

revised MRP on old unsold packs
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