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Lucknow/Prayagraj

The weather in the state is set to change once again.

A slight drop in minimum temperature may be

recorded in the next 48 hours, but after that, due to

the influence of two consecutive Western

Disturbances, rainfall is likely to begin in Uttar

Pradesh from late night on January 22.According to

the Meteorological Department, after the passage of

the Western Disturbance, a change in wind direction

and clear skies led to a drop in minimum temperature

in western and central Uttar Pradesh last night. This

situation may continue for the next 24 hours.

Meanwhile, in eastern Uttar Pradesh, despite a grad-

ual drop in temperature over the next 48 hours, the

minimum temperature is expected to remain around

or above normal. The reduction in fog will provide

some relief from the cold for the time being.

Major accident averted at Prayagraj

Junction, RPF's vigilance saves lives of

passenger and child

Prayagraj. A major accident was averted at Prayagraj

railway station on Tuesday due to the vigilance and

swift action of the Railway Protection Force (RPF).

RPF personnel present on the platform saved the lives

of a passenger and a child who was with him.It was

reported that a passenger lost his balance while a train

was arriving at the platform, putting him and the child

in a dangerous situation. Sensing the danger, the RPF

personnel stationed at the spot immediately launched

a rescue operation without wasting any time and safe-

ly rescued both of them.This swift action by the RPF

prevented a stampede-like situation on the platform.

After the incident, the passenger and other people

present breathed a sigh of relief and appreciated the

promptness of the security forces.Railway officials

also praised the presence of mind and courageous

actions of the RPF personnel, saying that their vigi-

lance prevented a major accident.

Western Disturbance active,

rain expected in the state

from January 22
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Prayagraj: Politics has heated
up over the alleged misbehavior
with Shankaracharya Swami
Avimukteshwaranand Saraswati
on the occasion of Mauni
Amavasya. Uttar Pradesh
Congress Committee State
President Ajay Rai reached
Shankaracharya's ashram in
Sector No. 4 of the Magh Mela
area and extended his support
to his protest. During this time,
he demanded that the govern-
ment immediately apologize to
the entire saint community and
the Sanatan Dharma communi-
ty. It is reported that on the day
of Mauni Amavasya, the police
stopped Shankaracharya's con-

voy from proceeding towards
the Sangam. During this time, a
heated argument and scuffle
broke out between the disci-
ples, supporters, and the police

leading the convoy, causing
tension in the fair area. The
police pushed back the support-
ers to control the crowd, which
led to protests from the saint

community.Upon receiving
information about the protest,
Congress State President Ajay
Rai, Kaushambi Congress
District President Gaurav

Pandey, Prayagraj City
President, Gangapar and
Yamunapar Presidents, and
NSUI State Vice President
Amit Dwivedi Azad, along with
a large number of Congress
workers, reached the spot.On
this occasion, Ajay Rai said
that the treatment meted out to
the ????-saints is unforgivable.
He accused the BJP govern-
ment of using the Magh Mela
for political gain and insulting
the saints and sages through a
conspiracy.
He also demanded a high-level

inquiry into the
incident.Administration's
stanceAdministrative officials
say that Shankaracharya had
requested to go to the Sangam

on foot, but due to the large
number of his followers, there
was a possibility of a stampede.
The convoy was stopped keep-
ing in mind security and crowd
management. According to the
officials, the situation is now
completely under control and
necessary steps have been taken
to prevent any untoward inci-
dent. Former Congress city
president Pradeep Anshuman
Mishra, along with Harkesh
Tripathi, Sachin Pandey, Akram
Zaka, Asad Ahmed,
Mohammad Mizaj,
Vivekananda Pathak, Jitendra
Tiwari, Akshay Yadav, Sonu,
Monu Yadav, and hundreds of
other Congress workers were
present at the protest site. 
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Prayagraj. The
atmosphere at the
Mundera
Agricultural Produce
Market Committee
became tense fol-
lowing complaints
of misbehavior and
harassment of
women by intoxicat-
ed men at night.
Calling these allega-
tions a direct attack
on women's dignity,
the Bharatiya Kisan
Union (BKU)
launched an indefi-
nite protest at the
mandi office. At the
protest site, BKU

workers made it
clear that no official
would be allowed to
sit in the office until
strict action was
taken against the
Mandi Secretary and
the culprits. During
the protest, farmer
leaders said that the
insult to women's
power would not be
tolerated under any
circumstances.
Referring to women
as the embodiment
of maternal power
and the mother of
the universe, they
demanded strict
action against the
culprits. Later, the
protest was called

off after positive and
reassuring talks with
the Mundera Mandi
Secretary. The farm-
ers' union stated that
the officials had
assured them of
resolving the com-
plaints and prevent-
ing such incidents in
the future.However,
BKU leaders warned
that if any kind of
anti-farmer or insen-
sitive behavior con-
trary to the assur-
ances given during
the talks is observed
in the future, the
organization will be
forced to launch a
larger and decisive
movement. 

Prayagraj. The anger of
sanitation workers over
the non-payment of
wages and outstanding
dues by the contractor at
the Magh Mela 2026
erupted on Friday. ??The
angry sanitation workers
stopped work in several
sectors of the fairground,
disrupting services for
some time. The workers
allege that despite repeat-
ed assurances, they are
not being paid on time,
which is exacerbating
their financial difficul-
ties.Considering the seri-
ousness of the situation,

the fair administration
and concerned officials
tried to pacify the sanita-
tion workers. During the
talks, the officials
assured them of prompt
payment, after which
efforts continued to bring
the situation under con-
trol.Meanwhile, in Arail
Sector-7, due to the effi-
cient leadership and vigi-
lance of Inspector
Dharmendra Yadav, a
strike-like situation was
prevented. 
Through his effective

coordination, the sanita-
tion workers remained

engaged in their work
throughout the day, and
the sanitation system in
the area remained
smooth. The administra-
tion says that efforts are
being made to find a
quick solution regarding
the outstanding pay-
ments. Foreman Raju
Kumar says that the fair
authority makes pay-
ments every 10 days.
Some sanitation workers
in other sectors have out-
standing payments from
the Mahakumbh, which
the fair authority will
also pay soon.
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Prayagraj. The pro-

gram ‘Chalo Re Man

Ganga Yamuna Teer’,

held on Tuesday

evening, January 20, at

the National Cultural

Zone Center (NCZCC)

on the sacred land of

Triveni Sangam, capti-

vated the audience. In

the auditorium of the

cultural center,

renowned devotional

singer Surya Prakash

Dubey and his accompa-

nying artists presented a

series of captivating

bhajans, creating a

devotional and enthusi-

astic atmosphere. Surya

Prakash Dubey, who

came from Mumbai,

presented several bha-

jans on this occasion,

including:"Ko Kahin

Sakhani Prayag Prabhau

Kalush Punj Panjar

Mrig Rahu,""Prayag

Nagari Base Sangam Ke

Teere,""Pavan Teerath

Prayagraj Mein Punya

Kamate Hain, Jahan

Triveni Sangam Hai

Ghum Ke Aate Hain."

With the grace of

Meera, his accompany-

ing artists also gave a

splendid performance,

and the entire hall was

mesmerized by the thun-

derous applause.On this

occasion, Surya Prakash

Dubey also expressed

his concern about

Prayagraj. He said that

some unreliable and

social media bloggers

are spreading confusion

by calling Ardh Kumbh

as Kumbh, and Kumbh

as Mahakumbh, which

is sending the wrong

message to people. He

said that people who

consider Prayagraj only

as a center of commerce

are forgetting the impor-

tance of Sanatan culture

and religion.Surya

Prakash Dubey said that

he likes to come to

Prayagraj repeatedly and

the atmosphere here

always calls him

back.At the end of the

program, NCZCC

Director Sudesh Sharma

honored Surya Prakash

Dubey and all the

artists, appreciating

their hard work and per-

formance .

Sanitation Workers Protest Over Non-

Payment of Wages at Magh Mela,

Work Halted in Several Sectors

Prayagraj. The dis-
pute over the
Shankaracharya title
of Jyotishpeeth in the
Magh Mela area of
Prayagraj has now
openly reached the
administrative and
legal levels.
Following a con-
frontation during the
bathing ritual at the
Sangam on Mauni
Amavasya, the ten-
sion between Swami
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati and the
Mela administration
has been steadily
increasing. The situa-
tion has become even
more serious with the
issuance of a notice
to Swami
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati by Rishi
Raj, the Vice
Chairman of the
Prayagraj Mela
Authority.After the
incident on Mauni
Amavasya in the
Magh Mela area,
where his procession

was stopped, Swami
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati has not yet
returned to his camp.
Meanwhile, the Mela
administration has
objected to the words
"Shankaracharya of
Jyotishpeeth" written
on the board at his
camp. The notice sent
by the administration
clearly states that the
matter regarding the
Shankaracharya title

of Jyotishpeeth is cur-
rently pending before
the Supreme
Court.The notice,
referring to an appeal
filed in 2020, states
that until the final
decision of the
Supreme Court is
reached, or it is clari-
fied in whose favor
the consecration to
the Shankaracharya
title is valid, the pub-
lic use of the word

"Shankaracharya" can
be considered con-
tempt of court. On
this basis, the Mela
administration has
directed Swami
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati to present
his side within 24
hours and take neces-
sary action.It is note-
worthy that this dis-
pute began on Mauni
Amavasya when
Swami
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati's palanquin
was stopped while he
was going for a bath
at the Sangam. As a
result, he could not
bathe in the Sangam.
Swami
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati alleged that
police officers
assaulted more than a
dozen of his disciples
and forcibly removed
them from the
Sangam banks. He
claimed that he was
forced to stay where
he was left.The

administration, how-
ever, has completely
rejected these allega-
tions. Divisional
Commissioner
Soumya Agarwal and
Police Commissioner
Jogendra Kumar had
stated that no devotee
or disciple was sub-
jected to any vio-
lence. 
According to the
administration, some
people were misbe-
having with police
officers, after which
they were removed
from the area to
maintain law and
order.Currently, the
matter appears to be
escalating following a
notice issued by the
fair administration.
All eyes are now on
Swami
Avimukteshwaranand
Saraswati's response
and the further pro-
ceedings in the case
pending before the
Supreme Court. 

Dispute over Shankaracharya title escalates

Govt.must immediately apologize to the saint community: Ajay Rai

Allegations of misbehavior with
women at Mundera Mandi,

BKU stages protest

Congress state president reaches Magh Mela to meet Shankaracharya, extends support to the protestAdministration's
stance: The convoy was stopped due to crowd management and security reasons, the situation is under control

Audience enthralled by devotion-

al songs at the ‘Chalo Re Man

Ganga Yamuna Teer’ program

Magh Mela Magh Mela administration issues notice to

Swami Avimukteshwaranand

Sanitation drive continued throughout the day in Sector-7

Arail under the leadership of Dharmendra Yadav
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Prayagraj. A review meeting
was held on Tuesday at the
Sangam Auditorium under the
chairmanship of District
Magistrate Manish Kumar
Verma regarding the Chief
Minister's Dashboard and the
progress of construction works.
During the meeting, the District
Magistrate expressed strong dis-
pleasure over the district's poor
ranking on the CM Dashboard
and gave clear instructions to the
concerned departmental officers
to immediately improve the
ranking.The District Magistrate
stated that explanations would
be sought from the officers of
the departments that have B, C,
and D categories on the Chief
Minister's Dashboard. All offi-
cers were also instructed to regu-
larly review their respective
departmental schemes and
ensure weekly monitoring of
pending cases.He emphasized
the importance of ensuring that
the benefits of the government's
public welfare schemes reach all
eligible beneficiaries, stating that
no negligence in the implemen-
tation of schemes and construc-
tion works would be tolerated.

All construction works must be
completed within the stipulated
timeframe and with
quality.During the review of
construction works, the District
Magistrate said that projects that
are on schedule should be com-
pleted quickly. For schemes
requiring time extensions or
additional budget, proposals
with justifications should be sub-

mitted. Instructions were also
given to remove projects that are
not feasible from the dashboard.
Daily monitoring of departments
in categories C and D was also
instructed.In the review of
development schemes, special
emphasis was placed on the PM
Suryaghar Yojana. The District
Magistrate instructed that 100%
progress be ensured against the

target. The PO NEDA was asked
to conduct extensive publicity
through other departments and
vendors and to facilitate as many
solar connections as possible
with the cooperation of Block
Development Officers. The
Electricity Department was
instructed to resolve pending
cases quickly.Expressing dis-
pleasure over the poor ranking

of scholarship schemes, the
District Magistrate instructed the
Minority Welfare, Backward
Classes Welfare, and Social
Welfare departments to hold
meetings with educational insti-
tutions to bring about improve-
ments. 
While reviewing the Pradhan
Mantri and Chief Minister Awas
Yojana, Block Development

Officers were directed to com-
plete incomplete houses quickly.
The District Magistrate, express-
ing dissatisfaction with the poor
progress in the creation of
Family IDs and the resulting C
ranking, instructed the District
Development Officer to launch a
campaign to complete the work
quickly. The Animal Husbandry
Department was also given strict
instructions to ensure that no
stray cattle are seen on the roads
and that all are safely housed in
cow shelters.At the end of the
meeting, the District Magistrate
warned that all schemes must
achieve an A ranking next
month, failing which strict
action would be taken against
the concerned officers.
Instructions were also given to
ensure that there is no negli-
gence in the feeding
program.The meeting was
attended by Chief Development
Officer Harshika Singh, District
Development Officer G.P.
Kushwaha, 
Project Officer, District
Panchayat Raj Officer
Ravishankar Dwivedi, District
Economics and Statistics Officer
Santosh Kumar, and officers
from all concerned departments.

District Magistrate angered by poor

ranking on CM Dashboard
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Prayagraj. During the public
hearing held at the Municipal
Corporation office on
Tuesday, Municipal
Commissioner IAS Seelam
Sai Teja listened to the prob-
lems of the citizens. A large
number of complainants
arrived at the public hearing
and registered complaints
related to encroachment,
property transfer, correction
in birth certificates, drain and
road repair, sewer and drink-
ing water issues.The
Municipal Commissioner lis-
tened to the complainants'
problems seriously and
directed the concerned
departmental officers to
resolve them promptly. He
clarified that immediate
action should be ensured on
complaints related to drink-
ing water supply, cleaning of
drains, and clogged
drains.During the public
hearing, the corporators also
presented the problems of

their respective wards to the
Municipal Commissioner.
Following this, a meeting
was held with all the corpo-
rators of the zonal office to
seek suggestions regarding
platforms, drinking water
facilities, toilets-urinals, shed
construction, and other pub-
lic amenities at various
places in the city.A proposal

was also put forward in the
meeting to arrange a QRT
(Quick Response Team) in
the VIP area so that problems
like cleanliness, street light-
ing, debris removal, and
encroachment can be
resolved quickly.

On this occasion,
Additional Municipal
Commissioner Arvind Kumar

Rai, Chief Tax Officer PK
Dwivedi, General Manager
Gaurav Kumar, City
Management Officer, Chief
Engineer (Civil and
Electrical), Executive
Engineer (Electrical), Animal
Welfare Department, Water
Works Department, and all
zonal officers were present. 
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Prayagraj. The
Prayagraj Development
Authority (PDA), with
the cooperation of the
Municipal Corporation,
removed illegal
encroachments and
demolished all shops
built on Nazul land next
to the Royal Hotel on
Nawab Yusuf Road. This
action was taken as part
of a special drive con-
ducted on Monday.The
PDA had previously
issued notices to the encroachers to remove the illegal shops them- selves, but despite the

given deadline, the shop-
keepers did not remove
the encroachments.
Following this, the PDA
sought the cooperation of
the Municipal
Corporation to clear the
Nazul land of encroach-
ments.Under the leader-
ship of Additional
Municipal Commissioner
Arvind Kumar Rai, the
anti-encroachment team
reached the spot and took
action. During the opera-
tion, all illegal shops
were demolished. The
concerned police station
was also informed to pre-

vent any further
encroachment.The opera-
tion was attended by
Additional Municipal
Commissioner Arvind
Kumar Rai, Anti-
Encroachment In-charge
Colonel Dinesh Tanwar,
the Municipal
Corporation's anti-
encroachment team, local
police force, and junior
engineers from the
Prayagraj Development
Authority. The adminis-
tration has made it clear
that no kind of encroach-
ment on Nazul land will
be tolerated in the future 

Encroachments removed from Nazul land near Royal Hotel, illegal shops

Etah

Under the directions
of District Magistrate
Prem Ranjan Singh, a
meeting of the
District Road Safety
Committee was held
at the Collectorate
Auditorium, chaired
by Additional District
Magistrate
(Administration)
Satyaprakash. During
the meeting, a
detailed review of
various activities and
public awareness pro-
grams conducted

District Road

Safety Committee

Meeting Concludes
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Prayagraj: The administration has inten-

sified preparations for celebrating the

national festival of Republic Day on

January 26th with great enthusiasm and

fanfare in the district. Under the direction

of District Magistrate Manish Kumar

Verma, City Magistrate Vinod Kumar

Singh held a meeting with concerned offi-

cials at the Sangam Auditorium to review

the programs and issued necessary guide-

lines. The City Magistrate said that

Republic Day celebrations should be prop-

erly organized in all government offices

and establishments in the district, and all

preparations should be completed on time.

He instructed the District Basic Education

Officer and the District School Inspector

to organize special programs in schools to

educate students about the history and sig-

nificance of Republic Day.He directed the

Additional Municipal Commissioner,

District Panchayat Raj Officer, and the

Executive Officers of Municipalities and

Nagar Panchayats to ensure proper clean-

liness arrangements at places where stat-

ues of freedom fighters and great person-

alities are installed, and to arrange for gar-

landing of the statues. The City Magistrate

also instructed that cleanliness arrange-

ments be maintained at all Tehsil and

Block headquarters. He also asked the

Sub-Divisional Magistrates and Block

Development Officers to organize various

cultural and patriotic programs in their

respective areas on the occasion of

Republic Day. The meeting was attended

by the Additional Municipal

Commissioner, District School Inspector,

District Basic Education Officer, and rep-

resentatives from the District Crime

Prevention Committee, Civil Defence, and

other organizations.

Administration on High Alert for

Republic Day Preparations, Instructions

Issued for Grand Celebrations

Crowd of complainants gathers at public
hearing, Municipal Commissioner directs

prompt resolution of grievances

Warning issued to officialsStrictness on quality and timelines of construction
worksInstructions to expedite progress of public welfare schemes
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Critical minerals have now
become instruments of geopo-
litical bargaining and means to
assert domestic autonomy and
security. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s recent visit to
Argentina and meeting with
Chilean President, Gabriel
Boric, the two legs of the lithi-
um triangle, on the sidelines of
the recently held BRICS sum-
mit in Brazil, were strategically
aimed at exploring coopera-
tion and engagement on criti-
cal minerals.  At the Summit,
Modi warned against the
weaponization of critical min-
erals and stressed the need to

work together to make supply
chains secure and reliable.
Other global leaders have also
echoed similar concerns at the
G20, Quad, and BRICS sum-
mits, and have discussed col-
laborating to secure and diver-
sify critical mineral supply
chains.   Currently, India is
heavily dependent on imports
for critical minerals such as
lithium, cobalt, nickel, and rare
earth elements (REE). Much of
this supply comes through re-
export channels, which creates
a third-level dependency while
exposing us to potential supply
shocks and strategic coercion.

Mineral security is no longer
just an economic concern but a
national security imperative,
underpinning the country’s
ambitions in clean energy,
defence self-reliance, and
advanced manufacturing.
Globally, China holds roughly
62 per cent of lithium refining
capacity, 33 per cent for nickel,
77 per cent for cobalt, 87 per
cent for graphite, and 76 per
cent for REEs, according to the
International Energy Agency’s
(IEA) Global Critical Minerals
Outlook 2025. 
This underscores China’s over-
whelming dominance in supply

chains, even though it does not
host most raw material
reserves. Compared to 2023,
India’s lithium imports from
China surged by roughly 921
per cent in 2024, while
graphite imports rose 85 per
cent between 2022 and 2024
and Nickel imports jumped 137
per cent in 2024. Such domi-
nance gives Beijing an asym-
metric leverage over supply
chains vital to clean-tech sec-
tors and key defence applica-
tions, including advanced elec-
tronics, missile systems, and
communication technologies.
As a result, securing reliab

The Aam Aadmi Party–led Punjab government
has tabled the Punjab Prevention of Offences
Against Holy Scripture(s) Bill, 2025 which was
discussed in the Assembly on Tuesday amidst
ruckus and then referred to a select committee.
It might take about six months for the commit-
tee to send the bill back to the Assembly for
clearing and then to the governor for approval.
If the bill is referred to the Union government,
then it would be another year before it finally
becomes an Act. Earlier governments — the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)-Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) coalition government and the Congress
government headed by Captain Amarinder Singh
— had also brought similar bills which were
found to be insufficient to meet the demands of
the situation and hence junked. The new anti-
sacrilege bill is said to have taken note of the
shortcomings of the earlier bills and is hence
more comprehensive, secular, and sufficiently
stringent to be a deterrence for sacrilege
offences considered very serious in the state.
Meanwhile, 42-year-old Gurjeet Singh Khalsa,
supposedly a non-political activist, has been
staging a protest on top of a BSNL mobile tower
in Punjab’s Samana since October 2024
demanding an anti-sacrilege law. Though not
widely reported in the mainstream media, such
protests should be handled deftly by the govern-
ment, lest it rakes up discontents of the past. In
fact, the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), under
Sections 298, 299, and 300, already provides
stringent punishments for religious offences.
Punjab government as well as the activists who
are protesting for a new law against sacrilege of
religious texts are of the view that the provisions
of the current Union laws are not stringent
enough. Incidentally, the bill inadvertently
equates the Bhagavad Gita with the holy books
of other faiths, which may trigger a controversy.
The bill could be amended to also include other
religious texts considered holy by a vast majority
of Hindus and/or be worded appropriately to
capture the essence of all holy books of all faiths
without naming any of them. Needless to say,
the issue is a complex one. Going by the text of
the present bill, albeit a short one, there are suf-
ficient indications to suggest that adequate care
has been taken to make the acts of sacrilege a
serious offence inviting harsh punishments. But
it is not clear why these provisions could not be
added to the existing Sections of the BNS. After
all, the BNS is an all-India law that applies equal-
ly to all states and all faiths. The AAP-led Punjab
government appears to have not consulted the
Union government or had any discussions with
the Union Law Ministry on this issue. What
should be of concern are the possibilities of
other states following suit and enacting separate
laws to suit the political environment of respec-
tive states citing the Punjab bill as a precedent.
In a federal setup, the Constitution allows states
to enact sufficient laws to maintain law and
order and preserve religious harmony through
stringent punishments for offences involving
religious practices, texts, icons, and symbols.
There have been instances of religious books
being vandalised, places of worship desecrated,
and statues of widely revered socio-political
leaders popular among certain communities
damaged. Another aspect of concern should be
the misuse of any law, however sincere the
intentions of the lawmakers might be. The anti-
sacrilege bill may have good intentions, but
there is hardly any guarantee that such a law will
not become a tool for miscreants wanting to
drive a wedge between communities and fol-
lowers of different faiths in the state.  In a politi-
cally volatile border state where religious fault
lines have been exploited by extreme ele-
ments bent on hurting the unity and
integrity of the country, the state
government needs to be extra
vigilant and take the Union
government into confidence
at every stage. 

Television advertising rev-
enues have been in
freefall, declining from Rs
334 billion to Rs 294 bil-
lion in just two years.
Twelve per cent of the
brands that used TV to
reach the masses in 2023
adopted a different distri-
bution medium in 2024.
Despite this, the TV indus-
try continues to expand its
offerings. DD Free Dish, a
state-run distribution
platform that requires
only a one-time installa-
tion fee and no subscrip-
tion charges, added both
consumers and channels
last year. The number of
Free-to-Air channels on
TV that recover costs from
advertising is also increas-
ing. Clearly, there is a dis-
connect between broad-
casters’ and advertisers’
assessment of the true
value of India’s 160 mil-
lion-household-strong TV
market. At the heart of
this mismatch is a meas-
urement gap that the
Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting (MIB) is
now trying to resolve
through reforms to TV rat-
ings guidelines. The MIB is
in the process of amend-
ing the 2014 television
ratings guidelines that led
to the accreditation of the
Broadcast Audience
Research Council (BARC)
to measure the relative
popularity of  TV chan-
nels. This much-needed
proposal aims to end
BARC’s monopoly and
allow additional entities
to conduct TV ratings,

which can revitalise TV
advertising. Before BARC,
TAM (Television Audience
Measurement)—a joint
media research venture
by Kantar and Nielsen—
tracked what India
watched. But India is a
large country, and TAM
could only place meters to
measure audience prefer-
ences in a limited number
of households, that too
mostly in urban areas. As
a solution, broadcasters,
advertisers, and media
agencies came together in
2010 to form BARC, which
was empanelled by the
MIB and started opera-
tions in 2015. BARC roped
in TAM for back-end tech-
nological expertise and
rejigged sampling meth-
ods. When BARC was
rolled out, it measured
12,000 out of the 145 mil-
lion TV households in
India. 

This was still only 0.008
per cent. Panel sizes have
grown over the years to
55,000, but BARC contin-
ues to use the same data-
collection methods.
Watch time is measured in
clock minutes through
audio-watermarking tech-

nology that detects the
channel being viewed.
Before watching, each
family member in a
metered household must
press a button to indicate
whether they are an adult
or a child, and to record
their gender. They must
press the same button
again when they stop
viewing. This approach
rests on the optimistic
assumption that viewers
comply every time they
switch channels.
Meanwhile, the global
media landscape has been
moving ahead with quali-
tative, platform-agnostic
measurement tools
enabled by big data,
advanced meter technolo-
gies, and more demo-
graphically inclusive pan-
els. Advertisers rely on
BARC’s single measure-
ment currency, Television
Rating Point (TRP), which
estimates the duration
and frequency of viewer-
ship. These ratings help
them determine which
channels attract the most
viewers and where to
spend their ad budgets.
There are no alternative
estimates to go by. In con-

trast, financial institutions
can access data from
seven credit rating agen-
cies to determine the
creditworthiness of a bor-
rower. There are a dozen
or more agencies that
news channels can com-
mission for exit poll sur-
veys of elections. A one-
agency, one-currency sys-
tem also leaves TV audi-
ence measurement vul-
nerable to manipulation.
The first complaints of
TRP manipulation
emerged in 2018, when
Hansa Research – the
entity that installs meters
for audience measure-
ment – filed a police com-
plaint alleging that house-
holds were being paid to
watch a particular chan-
nel. Later, in 2020, the TRP
scam implicated broad-
casters and former offi-
cials at BARC, with allega-
tions of manipulation dat-
ing back to 2016, accord-
ing to an audit report that
Mumbai Police received
from BARC. The council
suspended ratings for
three months, but the
damage had already been
done: advertisers had lost
trust in the TRP system,
and some broadcasters
exited BARC. Other
mature media markets
have gone through chal-
lenges involved in relying
on a single entity to track
consumer attention
across platforms, devices,
and demographics, and
have therefore transi-
tioned to ‘multi-currency
models’ that allow multi-

ple measurement
providers to coexist. Ad-
industry bodies in the US,
such as the Video
Advertising Bureau and
the Television Bureau of
Advertising, encourage
alternative measurement
providers. Even in
Singapore, where the TV
market is smaller than
those in India and the US,
multiple agencies oper-
ate. A ratings monopoly in
India has led to a lack of
technological variation,
resulting in sluggish sys-
tems detached from mar-
ket dynamics. The ration-
ale for MIB’s latest move
is therefore strong, and if
advertisers can choose
between multiple meas-
urement providers, they
will gain access to sharper
audience data and
become more confident in
their fiscal planning. This
policy rejig also makes
room for multi-stakehold-
er collaborations between
distributors with last-mile
reach and specialist meas-
urement companies. The
resulting competition will
drive improvements in
advertisers’ access to
quality data.

The ministry should
allow the players to freely
collaborate, and the best
measurement models to
emerge in the market.
Even as advertising rev-
enue dwindles, TV in India
is far from its swan song.
This year, 169 million peo-
ple tuned in to the Indian
Premier League final on
TV.

Last week, Russia once again pulled
the nuclear weapon threat out of its
sleeves, two days after US President
Donald Trump — following his meet-
ing with NATO Secretary General
Mark Rutte — threatened to impose
100 per cent secondary tariffs on
Moscow if it doesn’t reach a deal
with Kyiv in 50 days. Trump also con-
firmed that  “top-of-the-line”
weapons, including the Patriot mis-
sile defence system and batteries,
would be sent to Ukraine in an oper-
ation coordinated by NATO mem-
bers. Russia’s newly updated nuclear
doctrine apparently allows Moscow
to use nuclear weapons against a
non-nuclear weapon state that is
supported by a nuclear one, unset-
tling deterrence dynamics in Europe.
Though Trump’s about–turn on the
Russia-Ukraine war might bring some
sigh of relief in Kyiv, Moscow’s count-
er-threats echo a Biden-era tit-for-tat
escalation when Washington’s no-
holds-barred support for Ukraine’s
war efforts was met with Moscow’s
nuclear threats.  The question is: will
Trump’s threats be enough to affect
any change in Russia’s behaviour? Or
will such threats be counter-produc-
tive, embolden Putin’s hand, and
give him more ammunition to proj-
ect a Russia reclaiming its lost status
of parity with the US and standing up
to the combined might of the
Western alliance?  Sanctions are
meant to bite, and not just bark.
They are coercive economic tools
that the US and its Western allies
have often used as a default policy to
punish adversaries. However, do they
really affect consequential changes
in a country’s behaviour as expect-
ed? In the case of Russia, sanctions
have won tactical gains, but have
failed to achieve the desired strategic
goals.  US–led Western sanctions
have hit Russia since 2014, when the
latter annexed Crimea from Ukraine
after the Maidan Square event.
Though Russia has seen rising infla-

tion, labour shortage, and devalua-
tion of its currency, the sanctions
have had too little impact to make
Moscow kowtow. On the contrary,
the Central Bank of the Russian
Federation has kept the key rate at
21.5 percent per annum, indicating
that inflation and economic growth
are relatively stable under the cur-
rent circumstances. The Russian
stock exchange market has also con-
tinued to grow despite Trump’s
warnings. The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) has forecasted
Russia’s growth rate in 2025 at 1.5
per cent while the Russian Economic
Development Ministry has kept it at
2.5 per cent. This month, the US
Senate tabled additional sanctions
on Russia, calling them a ‘sledgeham-
mer’.
Sanctions on Russia will also impact

countries that trade with  Russia in
oil, gas, uranium, and other prod-
ucts. Such secondary sanctions on
third countries are reportedly pro-
posed to touch 500 per cent. Some
US lawmakers are even hinting at the
US, together with its European allies,
accessing frozen Russian assets,
including the $5 billion located in the
US, to dent Russia’s warfighting
resources and utilise the money in
Ukraine’s reconstruction. This would
be an unprecedented move as no US
president has ever taken the central
bank assets of a foreign country that
the US is not at war with.  However,
secondary sanctions have not been
too successful either, with Russia,
through its ‘shadow fleet’, exporting
energy to the other countries, includ-
ing China, Turkey, UAE, Belarus, and
Armenia. Moreover, partner coun-
tries of the US such as Turkey, UAE,
and Armenia have not participated in
sanctions, creating an enforcement
gap, helping Russia maintain access
to sanctioned goods 
and continue its economic activities.
A report, published by the Kyiv
School of Economics.

Trump’s sanctions have failed to deter

Russia. Now the West faces a dilemma
As the world confronts the realities of
climate change and energy insecurity,
solar energy presents itself not mere-
ly as a technological solution but as a
transformative geopolitical and devel-
opmental strategy. The International
Solar Alliance is uniquely positioned
to catalyse this transformation. But to
succeed, it must go beyond declara-
tions. It must now design and imple-
ment financial architectures capable
of supporting its ambitions. The
potential of solar energy is undeni-
able. It is modular, scalable, and
increasingly cost-effective. Yet, for the
nations most abundant in sunlight,
finance remains a key constraint. The
International Energy Agency esti-
mates that clean energy investments
in emerging economies must rise
from $770 billion in 2022 to over $2.2
trillion annually by 2030. A significant
portion of this must be allocated to
solar energy. 
However, the fiscal realities of many
countries—either still recovering from
the Covid-19 pandemic, burdened by
debt, or struggling to cope with press-

ing social needs—limit the ability of
governments to invest at scale. India’s
experience illustrates this well.
Despite policy successes in solar
deployment, the government’s ability
to directly invest in grid infrastructure
or generation assets is capped by fis-
cal deficit targets and debt ceilings.
Even green bonds, while helpful, are
bound by ring-fenced rules and are
limited in scale. Public financing,
therefore, can only act as a catalytic
lever—it cannot be the backbone.
Turning to the private sector, we find
both potential and limitations. Many
solar developers operate on highly
leveraged balance sheets, and with
rising global interest rates, the space
for fresh capital is narrowing.
Moreover, risks such as currency
volatility, regulatory uncertainty, and
weak transmission infrastructure
dampen investor appetite, especially
in frontier markets. Private capital is
crucial but requires structured entry
points, credible exit mechanisms, and
active risk mitigation to be effective.

India’s solar ambition needs financial vision –

ISA must move from commitments to execution

Punjab govt must take

Centre into confidence on

new anti-sacrilege bill

Critical minerals are the new oil. 
India can’t afford to depend on China

India’s TRP ecosystem needs a reset. 

Time to end BARC monopoly
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Modern electric vehicle
lenders ramp up battery loans

Delhi: When early indicators of scale appear in an
industry that was previously considered too spe-
cialized or hazardous for institutional investors, a
slew of new companies and financiers are chang-
ing the way electric commercial vehicles (EVs) are
financed in India. Financing arrangements are
being adjusted by lenders to accommodate the
economics of electric vehicles and the credit real-
ities of small business operators. This includes
models such as first-loss guarantee partnerships,
flexible EMIS, and battery subscription models.
Modern methods are now able to meet the
unique requirements of EVs. Battery subscrip-
tions are offered by some lenders. Instead of pay-
ing for the entire cost of the battery up front, pur-
chasers pay for it as they use it, similar to fuel. For
driver-owners whose wages are unpredictable,
there are options that offer adjustable EMIs that
change depending on how much the car is used.
Another way that startups are collaborating with
NBFCs is through first-loss guarantee (FLDG)
structures. This allows startups to de-risk lending
to consumers without formal credit records by
covering a percentage of the defaults. When it
comes to financing electric vehicle chassis and
batteries, VidyutTech is in the vanguard. Oil is a
running cost for internal combustion engine vehi-
cles. The battery, however, is essentially prepaid
gasoline in an electric vehicle, accounting for
30–40% of the total cost.  

Delhi: Tesla is finally
here. The electric car
giant run by Elon Musk
opened its first India
showroom in
Mumbai's BKC . Musk
had set his eyes on
India since at least
2015, but high tariffs,
limited flexibility, and
charging infrastructure
challenges, kept Tesla
away from the country,
which the company
had described as a
hard market. While
bookings opened,
deliveries of Model Y
SUVs, prices for which
start at Rs 61-lakh on-
road (500km range),
will begin in Oct. A
'long- range' (622km)
Model Y variant will be
available from Jan
2026 with an on-road
price tag of just over Rs
69 lakh. For context,
BMW iX1 LWB electric
SUV is priced at about
Rs 51 lakh on-road,
and Mercedes-Benz
EQA electric SUV costs
just over Rs 70 lakh.
Users will have a sim-
ple 'plug and charge

experience' with
superchargers adding

up to 267km range in
15 minutes. 

Delhi : Japan's
Sumitomo Mitsui
Banking Corporation
(SMBC) [RIC:RIC:SUM-
FGI.UL] has sought
approval from the
Reserve Bank of India
to acquire an addition-
al 4.9% stake in India's
Yes Bank (YESB.NS),
bringing its total own-
ership to just under
25%, two sources told
Reuters. Yes Bank dis-
closed in a stock
exchange filing that
SMBC bought a 20%
share in the private
lender for $1.6 billion
in May. Receive the lat-
est Indian news and its
global impact with the
Reuters India File
newsletter. Join here.
The first source stated
the RBI, India's central
bank and banking reg-
ulator, is reviewing the
transaction. Both
sources declined to be
identified due to trans-
action confidentiality.
The additional pur-

chase's timeline was
unknown to Reuters.
Answers to Reuters'
emails from Yes Bank
and the RBI were
delayed. On specific

deals, SMBC declined
to comment. SMBC is
considering a $1.1 bil-
lion investment in Yes
Bank for a 5% stake
held by the U.S.  

Delhi : Resolving roughly ?85,000 crore in unpaid
dues - mostly under the pre-GST Value Added Tax
(VAT) regime - from before 2017, the long-await-
ed tax amnesty scheme is expected to be
approved soon by the Delhi Cabinet. Over
300,000 traders from various sectors operating in
Delhi will be encouraged to clear their long-pend-
ing tax bills through a scheme that is now being
discussed at a high level. The scheme would offer
large concessions on penalties and interest. The
Trade and Taxes Department has presented a
comprehensive plan detailing a framework for
complete or partial waivers on penalties, interest,
or both, according to a top source in the Delhi
government's finance department. More than
85,000 crore is owed by over 300,000 merchants
collectively. The government hopes to recoup
half of this sum through the amnesty program.
According to the official, it will increase tax rev-
enue while also reducing the administration's
legal load.  

500 executive positions to
be eliminated at Tata-owned

Jaguar Land Rover
Delhi : Jaguar Land Rover (JLR), which is owned
by Tata, will be laying off 500 managers in the UK
as a result of falling profits and US tariffs. The
automaker announced a 15.1% drop in retail
sales and a 10.7% drop in wholesale sales for the
three months ending June 30, 2025, on July 7.
This is mainly due to JLR's stated intentions to
halt shipments to the US in April 2025, after the
implementation of US import taxes, and the
planned retirement of older Jaguar models.

Delhi : In its 285 recommen-
dations on the proposed leg-
islation to streamline and
update tax regulations, a par-
liamentary committee that
reviewed the Income Tax Bill,
2025, Delhi, argued that liti-
gation should have a dead-
line. On the opening day of
Parliament's monsoon ses-
sion (July 21), the IT Bill was
reviewed by a select commit-
tee of the Lok Sabha presided
over by BJP leader Baijayant
Panda. The committee then
adopted a report outlining
the proposed law. Our team
has put out 285 suggestions.
Nearly two hundred fifty have
been approved by the gov-
ernment. Huge improve-
ments have transpired, as can
be seen in the case of

refunds, but we have stated
that tax litigations should not
drag and that there should be
time-bound settlement," a
panel member added. The
majority of the legislative
panel's suggestions on the
Income Tax Bill, 2025 were of
a "corrective" character,
according to one of its mem-

bers. The document's size has
been reduced from 850 pages
to 600 pages as a result of the
simplification efforts.
Simplifying the wording and
structure of the IT Act 1961
was the goal of the IT Bill,
2025, which was submitted in
Parliament.  

Delhi: In a regulatory
filing, the state-run
telecom giant MTNL
announced that it has
defaulted on loans
totaling Rs 8,585
crore from seven
public sector banks.
The public sector
telecom firm's overall
debt liabilities
reached Rs 34,484
crore as of June 30,
2025, according to
the filing. 

This included
a bank loan of Rs
8,585 crore, a sover-
eign guarantee bond
of Rs 24,071 crore,
and a loan of Rs 1,828

crore from the DoT to
cover the interest on
the Sovereign
Guarantee Bond. A
sum of 3,733 crore
INR, 2,434 crore INR,
1,121 crore INR,
474.7 crore Punjab
National Bank, 363.4
crore State Bank of

India, 273.6 crore
UCO Bank, and 184.8
crore Punjab & Sind
Bank debts, plus prin-
cipal and interest,
make up the total
amount of loans that
have gone into
default.  

Delhi : Capital
markets are
expected to gener-
ate Rs 45,000 crore
for the biggest
lender in the
nation, SBI. This
week, the largest
equity issue of its
sort in the Indian
market will occur,
with Rs 25,000
crore coming
through a qualified
institutional place-
ment (QIP). The
issue would dilute
equity by 3.3% at
the present market
valuation of
around Rs 7.4 lakh
crore. Following
shareholder 
approval on June
13 and board
approval on May 3,
the bank started
the share sale . In
accordance with
the SBI Act and its
G e n e r a l
Regulations, the
shares will be
issued having a
face value of Re 1.
Up until now, the

biggest equity
fundraising under
QIP has been Coal
India's 2015 Rs
22,560 crore offer-
ing. When fully
subscribed, SBI's
placement will sur-
pass this. The
offer's floor price,
determined using
Sebi's pricing for-
mula, is Rs 811.05
per share. This 
amount can be
reduced by as
much as 5% by the
bank. The book-
running lead man-
agers will be con-
sulted to decide
the ultimate pric-
ing.  

SBI plans to raise a Rs 45,000

crore in a mix of stock

Delhi : A steep surge in
provisions lowered
Axis Bank's net profit
to Rs 5,806 crore in
the quarter ended
June 2025, down 4%.
The bank described a
one-time accounting
adjustment as a "tech-
nical impact" or inter-
nal recalibration of
their poor credit cate-
gorization, which
increased provisions.
This modification
affected cash credit,
overdraft, and one-
time cleared accounts,
causing Rs 2,709 crore
in slippages. That
alone prompted Rs
821 crore in provi-
sions. Without this,

quarter provisions
would have been Rs
3,127 crore instead of
Rs 3,948 crore. The
bank called this hit a
"prudential applica-
tion" of regulatory
standards, not a
decrease in asset qual-
ity. Gross non-per-
forming assets rose 29

basis points quarter-
on-quarter to 1.57%
after the policy
change. Net NPAs rose
12 basis points to
0.45%. A technical
recalibration hurt
headline profit, while
revenue, loan book,
and fee income grew
more evenly.  

Delhi : India's most
valuable company,
Reliance Industries Ltd.,
surpassed predictions
to register a strong
increase in revenue and
profit for the April-June
quarter, driven by bet-
ter telecoms and retail
profitability despite
crude-based difficulties.
Profits from its Asian

Paints disposal also
boosted the bottom
line. According to an
investor presentation,
Reliance's new energy
business's production
plants—which will drive
its growth over the next
decade—are being com-
missioned quickly. The
new energy business
would create solar mod-

ules, generate clean
electricity from them,
use electrons to run
data centres, and make
hydrogen, ammonia,
and aviation fuel.
Reliance did not provide
timescales. Reliance
Industries' oil-to-chemi-
cals (O2C) business's
operating profit fell in
the first quarter.

Tesla sets foot in India with 

Rs 61 lakh Model Y

RIL makes record profit amid oil decline, 

sets clean energy outlook

Sources suggest Japan's SMBC

wants RBI clearance for 4.9%

more Yes Bank ownership

MTNL has failed to repay bank

debts totaling 8,585 crore rupees

An amnesty program for over-

due VAT taxes of 85,000 crore

Stricter bad loan policy cuts

Axis Bank profit 4%.

Delhi: The
Government of India
is a major backer of
SHRI School. Every
student should feel
welcomed and cared
for in more than
14,500 PM SHRI
Schools managed by
the Central
Government, State
Government, UT
Government, and
local bodies like KVS
and NVS. These
schools should also
provide a safe and
stimulating learning
environment, a vari-
ety of learning oppor-
tunities, and ade-
quate physical infra-
structure and
resources that help
students learn.

The PM SHRI

Institute

Delhi : Even if their income is
not taxable, taxpayers must
file income tax returns to
receive a refund for tax
deducted at source. This crite-
rion is apparently being sim-
plified by the government.
According to The Hindustan
Times, taxpayers may be able
to receive TDS refunds with-
out completing ITRs by filling
out a simple form. The Select
Committee on the Income Tax
Bill 2025 advised the adminis-
tration, according to bill-relat-
ed officials. 

To simplify TDS refund

provisions under

Income Tax Bill 2025

A parliamentary committee on the income tax bill

supports the expedited settlement of tax disputes

Samsung may make India a

US hub amid rising tariffs
Delhi: Samsung may move some smart-
phone production from Vietnam if US tariffs
drop in India. The world's largest smart-
phone maker would follow Apple in making
India a top US smartphone manufacturing
base. Samsung manufactures in various
countries. Due to heightened US uncertainty,
we are ready for several possibilities.

Delhi: The Supreme Court ruled that firms can be
regarded “victims” under the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) and can appeal acquittals even
if the state does not. This might profoundly
change corporate rights in criminal litigation.
Asian Paints Ltd. appealed a Rajasthan High Court
ruling denying its right to dispute the acquittal of
an individual convicted of selling counterfeit
paint under its brand name. Justices Ahsanuddin
Amanullah and Prashant Kumar Mishra approved
the appeal. Whether the appellant is a ‘victim’
under Section 2(wa) and the provision to Section
372 of the CrPC is a significant legal question. This
bench believes the High Court erred in ruling oth-
erwise. 

SC recognizes firms as 

criminal victims
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