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Thiruvananthapuram
: Kerala, second only to
West Bengal in ven-
omous snake diversity
nationwide, has
declared snakebite
envenomation a disease
of public health impor-
tance, requiring manda-
tory hospital reporting
of cases, strengthening
anti-venom supply
chains and standardis-
ing treatment protocols.
Kerala HC directed the
state govt recently to
make snakebite a notifi-

able disease within two
months in accordance
with a circular issued by
Union health ministry in
Nov 2024. The Sept 26

order came on two peti-
tions filed in 2019 after
a Class 5 student suf-
fered a fatal snakebite at
a govt school in

Wayanad that year.
Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu are two other
states that have declared
snakebite envenomation
a notifiable condition.
In Kerala, its inclusion
in the Integrated
Disease Surveillance
Programme under
Section 28(3) of the
Kerala Public Health
Act, 2023, makes it a
structured health priori-
ty.
The state records over
3,000 critical snakebite

NEW DELHI: Around
98 students have taken
their lives in premier
educational institutes
since 2018, of which 39
were from IITs, 25 from
NITs, 25 from central
universities, four from
IIMs, but educational

institutions do not seem
serious about the prob-
lem as 57,000 educa-
tional institutes includ-
ing most of the IITs,
IIMs, AIIMSs and NITs
are not cooperating and
participating in the sur-
vey being conducted by
an apex court-appointed

panel to deal with the
problem of suicides on
campuses. Senior advo-
cate Aparna Bhat, who
is assisting the court as
amicus curiae, told a
bench of Justices J B
Pardiwala and R
Mahadevan that the list
of non-cooperating.

CHANDIGARH: In
past few weeks, securi-
ty agencies manning
anti-drone systems
along Punjab border
began noticing a
strange trend - drones

from Pakistan would be
detected and tracked,
but would whirr back
behind the fence before
they could be brought
down.
ISI-backed smugglers

in Pakistan routinely
try to send arms,
including AK-47s and
grenades, and drugs,
slung under drones,
across the 532km-long
border with Punjab. 

NEW DELHI: India
may scrap the proposed
project to build another
three French-origin
Scorpene submarines at
Mazagon Docks
(MDL), while it goes
full steam ahead with
the plan to construct six

new German-origin
diesel-electric stealth
submarines at the same
facility for over Rs
70,000 crore.The plan
for the three additional
Scorpene submarines,
which would have cost
around Rs 36,000 crore,

"is not being pursued
now" though the "final
decision to scrap it has
not yet been taken in
black and white", top
government sources
told. While cost negoti-
ations for the three
Scorpene.

NEW DELHI: Noting
that the Karur stampede
in Tamil Nadu shook
"national conscience"
and the case has "politi-
cal undertone",
Supreme Court Monday
decided to hand over the
probe into the tragedy to
CBI & also appointed a
three-member panel
headed by its former
judge Ajay Rastogi to
supervise the investiga-
tion.Questioning the
fairness of the investiga-
tion, a bench of Justices
J K Maheshwari and N
V Anjaria noted that top
state police officials had

made a statement that
their subordinates were
not at fault and said,
"Prima facie, this fact in
itself creates a doubt in
the minds of the public
about the independence
and impartiality of the
investigation."The fam-
ilies of those who died
and got injured are in
the doldrums and what
they want is a free and
fair probe, with the
political tussle over the
stampede being of little
solace to them. SC:
Karur case has shaken
nat'l conscience,
deserves fair probeThe

incident of Karur stam-
pede has definitely left
an imprint in the minds
of the citizens through-
out the country, wherein
41 persons died in a
stampede and more than
100 were injured; it has
wide ramifications in
respect of the life of the
citizens and in this con-
text enforcing the fun-
damental rights of the
families who lost their
kith and kin is of utmost
importance. Therefore,
looking to the political
undertone of the case
and the fact that without
having regard to the
gravity incident, the
comments which have
been made before the
media by the top offi-
cers of the police
department create doubt
in the minds of the citi-
zenry on impartiality
and fair investigan.

NEW DELHI: The
Congress is learnt to
have conveyed to the
government that the
INDIA bloc will not be
a part of the JPC set up
to scrutinise the bills on
automatic dismissal of
jailed chief ministers
and ministers, putting to
an end questions over
the issue.
Sources said a senior
Congress neta and MP

had spoken to a key
minister about the oppo-
sition's stance. The par-
liamentary panel is set
to be a much-watched

platform given that the
three bills on the issue,
moved by home minis-
ter Amit Shah in the
monsoon session of

Parliament, had trig-
gered bedlam in the Lok
Sabha, with the opposi-
tion bloc opposing them

vehemently. The gov-
ernment has not been
able to constitute the
JPC despite the passage
of nearly two months
since the Lok Sabha's
decision to send the
three bills to the parlia-
mentary panel. Sources
said the government had
conveyed last week its
intent to go ahead with
the JPC, holding that if
the opposition parties.

NEW DELHI: A
woman from Manipur
was found dead, and her
alleged live-in partner
was critically injured in
South Delhi's Munirka
on Sunday in what
police suspect to be a
case of murder followed
by an attempted suicide.
The deceased was iden-
tified as Thempi
Khongsai, a beautician
by profession. Her part-
ner, Thangjam Viney
Meitei, is undergoing
treatment at AIIMS.

Woman from
Manipur found

dead in Munirka,
partner critical

RAIPUR: Chhattisgarh CM
Vishnu Deo Sai called for
uncompromising action
against cybercrime, narcotics,
and violent offences while
reviewing the state's law and
order at the Collectors-SPs'
conference in Nava Raipur,
reports Rashmi Drolia.
"Law must evoke fear among
criminals and confidence

among citizens," Sai said
Monday, urging harmony
between civil and police
administrations to deliver
results on the ground. The
meeting focused on four key
areas - cyber fraud, drug traf-
ficking, crimes against
women, and road safety -
which Sai called "critical to
the people's trust in gover-

nance".He also stressed reha-
bilitation for surrendered
Maoists, saying they must
receive vocational training and
employment "to rebuild their
lives with dignity".
Calling narcotics "the root of
all crimes", the Chhattisgarh
CM ordered a statewide crack-
down under the NCORD
framework.

Chhattisgarh CM: Law must

strike fear among criminals

ISI-backed smugglers up game, drones
can now detect tracking & scoot back

1 Supreme

Court Monday

decided to hand

over the probe

into the tragedy

Probe 

1 Sources said

the government

had conveyed last

week its intent to

go ahead 

Intent 

1 Senior advo-

cate Aparna Bhat,

who is assisting

the court as ami-

cus curiae

Extended 

Karur stampede case has
political undertone, says SC

INDIA bloc won't join JPC on bills to sack jailed mantris

Supreme Court warns IITs, IIMs: Join

suicide survey or face adverse order

India likely to scrap French Scorpene project, may go for German-origin subs

Kerala makes venomous

snakebites health priority

New Delhi:   Supreme
Court asked ED
whether its probe into
the money laundering
aspect of alleged mas-
sive corruption in liquor
sale by Tamil Nadu
State Marketing
Corporation (Tasmac)
amounted to interfer-
ence in the state’s
affairs and federal
structure of governance,
leading the agency to
assert that under the
anti-money laundering
law it is obligated to
investigate cases any-
where once an FIR is

registered.
“What happens to the
federal structure Law &
order are a state subject.
Would ED investiga-
tions into FIRs lodged
by state police not
amount to encroaching
upon police probe Can
ED go and investigate
any crime relating to
corruption in any state
for inquiring into the
money laundering

aspect,” asked a bench
of CJI B R Gavai &
Justice K Vinod
Chandran.
A last-ditch effort by a
few residents of
Signature View
Apartments to extend
the timeline to vacate
the towers failed before
Delhi High Court on
IYas it said, “We will
not put our seal at your
risk.”A bench of Chief

Justice DK Upadhyaya
and Justice Tushar Rao
Gedella pointed out that
even the Supreme Court
had highlighted that the
buildings .
were in a dilapidated
state. “In view of the

What happens to
federal structure: SC

Lucknow

Ahead of Diwali, Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath has
announced a major fes-
tive gift for Uttar
Pradesh government
employees, approving
bonuses for the finan-
cial year 2024–25. The
decision, symbolizing
the state government’s
appreciation for the
dedication and hard
work of its workforce,
will benefit 14.82 lakh
employees, with the
state exchequer bearing
an expenditure of Rs
1022 crore.As per the

Finance Department’s
order issued under the
Chief Minister’s direc-
tion, a productivity-
linked bonus has been
sanctioned for eligible
employees.
The bonus will be cal-

culated on a maximum
monthly emoluments
limit of Rs 7000 and
equivalent to 30 days’
emoluments, amount-
ing to Rs 6908 per
employee.The Chief
Minister said the bonus
would bring happiness
to employees’ families
and inject new energy
into governance and
administration. 

Court asked ED whether its probe into the money laundering aspect 
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Ladakh
admin coun-

ters
Wangchuk

wife
New Delhi: Refuting
allegations made by
activist Sonam
Wangchuk’s wife
against his detention
under National
Security Act, the
Ladakh administration
told Supreme Court
that due process of
law was followed,
including informing
him about grounds of
arrest, and he was also
allowed to meet his
relatives in jail. It also
informed the court
that he was not being
kept in solitary deten-
tion as alleged, and
was medically fit.
In an affidavit filed in
SC, Leh district mag-
istrate Romil Singh
Donk said Wangchuk
was getting legal
assistance and advice
in jail in preparing his
representation before
the advisory board
against his detention.
“At the outset, the
answering respondent
denies the baseless
allegations made in
the petition which
suggest that Sonam
has been detained ille-
gally.

New Delhi: The
US-China trade war
took a sharper turn
this week, with US
Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent accus-
ing Chinese
President Xi
Jinping’s regime of
making "provoca-
tive," economic
moves after Beijing
tightened export
controls on rare
earth minerals.
Speaking to Fox
Business on
Monday, Bessent
said the move was a
direct challenge to
the global economy,
"This is China ver-
sus the rest of the
world. They
announced these
export controls that
are going to go into
effect next month,
and we have aggres-
sively pushed back
against them. We're
not sure where this
came from.

US calls India

key ally in

'China vs world'

“The apex court said
how can we take any
responsibility on us if
an untoward incident
happens. No one can
take any risk, given the
fact the buildings are
dilapidated,” he submit-
ted. The high court,
however, reminded Jain
that the residents were
“in this state” because
of his client. “Let’s not
forget that. People buy
these flats with their
hard-earned money.

No one can take

any risk:SC 
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Prayagraj. Bus services from Civil Lines bus sta-
tion to Varanasi,
Gorakhpur, and
other cities in
Purvanchal
have been com-
pletely suspend-
ed. This had
been announced
several days
ago. When the
buses were
completely stopped on Sunday, the difficulties for
passengers increased. From early morning, a large
number of passengers arrived at the Civil Lines
bus station to catch a bus, but not a single bus was
to be seen. They were informed that buses to
Varanasi and Gorakhpur are now operating from
Jhansi. As a result, a crowd of people gathered to
go to Jhansi. Taking advantage of the situation, e-
rickshaw drivers started charging exorbitant fares.
Sensing the opportunity, a gang of bikers also
became active. These bikers are charging Rs. 200
to 300 per passenger to take people to the Jhansi
bus stand. People are forced to pay the inflated
prices to reach Jhansi. 
This same biker gang was also active during the
Mahakumbh and took full advantage of the help-
lessness of the devotees.  Seizing the opportunity,
this gang became active again on Sunday. The
administration closed the roadways bus station at
Civil Lines, but has not made any arrangements
for passengers to easily reach the temporary bus
station in Jhansi. This is causing immense hard-
ship for the people. The regional manager of the
roadways department says that people were
informed several days ago that the bus station
would be closed from Sunday.

Civil Lines Roadways Bus

Station Completely Closed,

Varanasi Buses Now

Operating from Jhansi,

Passengers Face Hardship

Auraiya

District Magistrate Dr.
Indramani Tripathi and
Superintendent of Police
Abhishek Bharti chaired a
meeting of the District
Udyog Bandhu at the Vikas
Bhawan auditorium on
Friday. During the meeting,
the problems faced by
entrepreneurs and traders
were discussed in detail
and concerned officials
were directed to ensure
that eligible beneficiaries
receive the benefits of vari-
ous government welfare
and incentive schemes. The
District Magistrate
instructed officers to take
prompt cognizance of
issues affecting trade and
business and ensure their
permanent resolution with
the objective of preventing
any disruption to commer-
cial activities in the dis-
trict. 
During the meeting, com-
plaints were raised regard-
ing non-compliance with
the prescribed weekly mar-
ket closure day by several
establishments. Taking a
serious view of the matter,
the District Magistrate
directed the Labour
Enforcement Officer to
strictly ensure compliance

with the closure day
norms. He clarified that
permissions granted to
keep establishments open
on the closure day would
be considered valid only
after thorough review, oth-
erwise, action would be
taken as per rules. The
District Magistrate also
reviewed the progress of
the One District One
Product (ODOP) scheme,
under which ‘Ghee’ has
been identified as Auraiya
product. He directed offi-
cials to convene a meeting
with all commission agents
and ghee producers to
accelerate progress under
the scheme.
He further instructed that

beneficiaries who have
received toolkits under
ODOP be assessed to veri-
fy whether they are effec-
tively promoting and
enhancing ghee production.
Addressing the meeting,
the Superintendent of

Police urged traders and
industrial representatives to
consider installing CCTV
cameras at their shops and
residences from a security
perspective. He stated that
CCTV footage can play a
crucial role in providing
protected evidence and
assisting in the swift detec-
tion of incidents. The
meeting was attended by
Project Director DRDA
Manish Kumar Maurya,
Deputy Commissioner
District Industries Centre
Durgesh Kumar, Lead
District Manager Rajeev
Singh, 
Executive Engineer PWD
Amar Singh, Executive
Engineer Electricity
Auraiya, District Bank
Coordinator, Udyami Mitra
Devesh Kumar, Assistant
Commissioner Industries
Omkar, office-bearers of
trade associations, entre-
preneurs and other con-
cerned officials.

Auraiya

Auraiya Police have
exposed a well-planned
conspiracy aimed at falsely
implicating innocent vil-
lagers in a criminal case.
Two accused have been
arrested for staging a fake
attack on themselves to put
pressure on the opposing
party. According to the
police, the accused deliber-
ately shot their own associ-
ate and then named inno-
cent people as attackers in
order to force a compro-
mise in an old criminal
case. The incident came to
light following a detailed
and scientific investigation
by the police. The case
dates back to 17 December
2025 when information
was received about Shivam
alias Manu Chauhan being
shot near village Vaisoli
under Achhalda police sta-
tion limits. Shivam had ini-
tially told the police that
Aman, Vikas, Harshit and
Saurabh all residents of the
village, had shot him with
the intention to kill. Acting
promptly, the police regis-
tered a case and began the
investigation. However,
during the preliminary
inquiry, inconsistencies in
Shivam statement and the
circumstances at the crime
scene raised serious
doubts. Continued investi-
gation and technical evi-

dence gradually revealed
that the entire incident was
fabricated. During police
interrogation, the main
accused Naunihal alias
Neetu confessed that their
associate Monu Chauhan
was already lodged in jail
in connection with an ear-
lier firing incident. As the
opposing party was unwill-
ing to settle that case,
Monu allegedly devised
the plan from jail. The idea
was to shoot themselves,
falsely accuse the oppo-
nents and thereby create
pressure for a compromise. 
As per the conspiracy, on
17 December, Naunihal
shot Shivam in his left
hand using an illegal
firearm and subsequently
got a false FIR registered
against four innocent vil-
lagers. Under the direc-
tions of the Additional
Director General of Police,
Kanpur Zone and the
Superintendent of Police
Auraiya, a joint team com-

prising Achhalda Police,
SOG and the Surveillance
Unit acted on a tip-off and
arrested Naunihal and
Shivam on near a railway
underpass. Following the
revelation, the police
amended the charges,
adding sections related to
false information and crim-
inal conspiracy. The
accused are now being
booked under BNS
Sections 217, 229, 231,
109(1), 61(2) and Sections
3/25/27 of the Arms Act.
Both arrested accused are
reported to have a prior
criminal history. The
police administration cred-
ited the successful expo-
sure of the conspiracy to
the effective efforts of
Achhalda Station House
Officer Pankaj Mishra,
Surveillance In-charge
Samit Chaudhary, SWAT
Team In-charge Prashant
Singh and their respective
teams.

Auraiya

In a major verdict in a lo ng-pending murder case, a local court
in Auraiya has sentenced a woman and her brother-in-law to
life imprisonment for the brutal murder of her lover. The judg-
ment was delivered by Additional Sessions Judge-I, Parul Jain,
in connection with a case registered at Phaphund police sta-
tion. The court found Reena, wife of Deepu and her brother-in-
law Kaushal, son of Ramesh Chandra, guilty of murdering
Ram Narayan by slitting his throat with a knife. Along with life
imprisonment, the court imposed a fine of ?25,000 on Reena
and ?26,000 on Kaushal. According to the prosecution, the
case dates back to 22 March 2013, when Anil Kumar, a resi-
dent of Sarai Bihari Das village, lodged a report stating that his
father Ram Narayan had gone missing during the night. Later,
information was received that a body was lying in an open
field on the eastern side of Dibiyapur Road. The deceased was
identified as Ram Narayan, whose throat was found partially
slit, with injury marks on his stomach and back. An FIR was
initially registered against unknown persons. During the inves-
tigation, the police revealed that Ram Narayan was involved in
a romantic relationship with Reena, a resident of Sarai Bihari
Das. When her in-laws came to know about the affair, Reena,
along with her brothers-in-law Kaushal and Manoj Kumar,
allegedly hatched a conspiracy to eliminate him. As per the
investigation, Ram Narayan was lured to the field through a
mobile phone call and, unaware of the plot, went there. The
accused then allegedly attacked him with a knife and murdered
him on the spot. Based on evidence, including call detail
records, the police filed a chargesheet against all three accused.
During the trial, Manoj Kumar was declared a juvenile and his
case was transferred to the Juvenile Justice Board. The trial
against Reena and Kaushal continued in the sessions court.
Assistant District Government Counsel Chandrabhooshan
Tiwari, who represented the prosecution, strongly argued for
strict punishment, highlighting the betrayal involved in luring
the victim to the field and killing him in a pre-planned manner.
The court, after hearing both sides and examining the evi-
dence, held both accused guilty of murder and awarded them
life imprisonment. According to defence counsel Mahavir
Sharma, the court also ordered that half of the fine amount be
paid to the complainant as compensation. Following the ver-
dict, both convicts were sent to Etawah District Jail.
to serve their sentence.

Lucknow

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on
launched a strong attack on
Samajwadi Party (SP) president
Akhilesh Yadav. Speaking to the
media ahead of the commencement of
the winter session of the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly, the Chief Minister said, “It
is widely known that almost every
mafia operating in the state has had
links with the Samajwadi Party.”He
stated that preliminary investigations
have revealed that some of the
accused arrested during operations
conducted by the STF and the Uttar
Pradesh Police were connected to the
SP.He added that the Samajwadi Party,
already known for its controversial
functioning, will see its role further
exposed as the investigation progress-
es.CM Yogi said, “While a final con-
clusion can only be drawn after the
complete report is received, the state-
ments being made by the SP chief mir-
ror the sentiment captured in the line:
“I kept repeating the same mistake, the

dust was on my face, yet I kept clean-
ing the mirror.”He remarked that the
emergence of photographs linking
Akhilesh Yadav with mafia elements
would inevitably bring to light
involvement in activities. “Let the
investigation continue, the truth will
come out,” the Chief Minister assert-
ed.Addressing the codeine case, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath explained
that codeine phosphate is a regulated
drug covered under the NDPS Act and
is used in the manufacture of cough
syrups meant for treating severe
cough. Its quota and distribution are
strictly controlled by the Central

Narcotics Bureau and permitted only
for authorised pharmaceutical manu-
facturers. He said, “Complaints were
received about the misuse of codeine-
based cough syrup as a narcotic, fol-
lowing which the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment initiated action.”Under the
leadership of the UP Police and the
Food Safety and Drug Administration
(FSDA), proceedings were initiated
under the NDPS Act. The Chief
Minister said, “The joint operation
involving the FSDA, UP Police and
STF has so far exposed large-scale
illegal trafficking and resulted in
extensive arrests. A state-level SIT,

comprising officers from the UP
Police and FSDA, is monitoring the
case and all critical aspects, including
the financial trail of illegal trafficking
will be thoroughly investigated.CM
Yogi Adityanath announced that the
winter session of the Uttar Pradesh
Legislature has begun today and will
continue until December 24. He wel-
comed all the members participating
in the session and stated that it would
focus on public issues, the advance-
ment of development-related legisla-
tive work and discussions on supple-
mentary demands from various depart-
ments.He informed that a special dis-
cussion would be held to mark the
150th anniversary of the national song
‘Vande Mataram’ and homage would
be paid to its composer, Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay. Noting that
Uttar Pradesh foundation day coin-
cides with the date on which ‘Vande
Mataram’ was recognised under the
Constitution, he said the discussion
would hold special significance.
The Chief Minister also said,

Prayagraj. On
December 21, 2025, in
view of the cold wave
and extreme cold,
Seelam Sai Teja,
Municipal
Commissioner,
Prayagraj Municipal
Corporation, instructed
all zonal officers to
inspect bonfires and
night shelters to pro-
vide relief from the
cold to the homeless
and those spending the
night on sidewalks and
roads.  Bonfires were
arranged at major
intersections, labor
hubs, railway stations,

bus stands, and night
shelters in all zones.
Special attention was
also given to maintain-
ing cleanliness in the
night shelters, ensuring
the availability of pil-

lows, sheets, mattress-
es, quilts/blankets, and
clean drinking water.
In addition, the con-
cerned officers were
instructed to conduct
continuous inspections.

Prayagraj.
Children's School,
Allapur, organized its
annual sports compe-
tition and cultural
program at KP
Ground, Prayagraj,
where the children
enthralled the audi-
ence with their
exceptional perform-
ances. Red House
emerged as the tro-
phy winner. This
event was organized
to promote the physi-
cal development, dis-
cipline, team spirit,
and healthy competi-
tion among the stu-
dents.

The annual
sports day offers
physical and mental

benefits, enhancing
students' fitness and
providing a break
from regular studies,
thus reducing stress.
Team events teach
cooperation and
coordination, while
individual sports
instill a spirit of
competition. The
event included vari-
ous sports such as
running races, long
jump, high jump,
relay races, football,
volleyball, chess,
carrom, and musical
chairs for the
younger children.
Teachers, staff, and
students participated
in the event. Such
events help develop

discipline, confi-
dence, and leadership
qualities in students.
On this occasion,
Director Nandini
Verma, Principal
Pratibha Srivastava,
and teachers Pratibha
Tripathi, Mudita
Srivastava, Mahima,
Ragini, and Binu
Srivastava, along
with students Aarav
Singh, Aditya
Pandey, Udbhav,
Adarsh ??Tiwari,
Shreyansh, Sanskar
Tiwari, and many
others, participated
in the sports and cul-
tural programs.
Ayushman Pandey
secured first place in
the running race. 

Prayagraj: The
Allahabad High Court
has granted conditional
bail to Vishnu Mishra,
son of former
Samajwadi Party
strongman MLA Vijay
Mishra from Bhadohi,
who is currently lodged
in Agra jail. The order
was passed by a single-
judge bench of Justice
Rajbir Singh. A woman
had filed a case at the
Jaitpura police station
in Varanasi on
September 13, 2021,
alleging threats and
attempted murder,
among other charges.
The woman named for-
mer MLA Vijay
Mishra, his son Vishnu
Mishra, grandson Vikas
Mishra, daughters
Reema Pandey and
Seema Pandey, and 12
others in the complaint.
The woman also
accused MLA Vijay
Mishra and others of
gang rape. She alleged
that his son and others
came to her house and
threatened her to
change her statement.
She was pressured to
compromise in the
case. Vishnu Mishra,
who was in jail in this
case, filed his third bail

application in the
Allahabad High Court
in April 2025. His first
bail application was
rejected on October 30,
2023, and the second
on March 3, 2025.  In
the third bail applica-
tion, the petitioner's
lawyer argued that the
petitioner is innocent
and has been falsely
implicated. The FIR
was registered almost
nine months after the
alleged incident, for
which there is no satis-
factory explanation.
The petitioner has been
in jail since July 24,
2022. If granted bail,
he will not misuse
it.Victim's lawyer
expresses apprehension
of tampering with
evidenceThe lawyer for

the complainant woman
argued that the appli-
cant Vishnu, along with
MLA Vijay Mishra,
also had an FIR regis-
tered against him in
2020 at the Gopiganj
police station in
Bhadohi on charges of
gang rape. The com-
plainant in that case has
also been threatened.
The accused might
tamper with evidence
after being released
from jail.
After hearing both
sides, the court
observed that the com-
plainant has already
been examined before
the trial court.
Therefore, this is a case
for granting bail. The
court granted the condi-
tional bail application. 

In view of the cold wave, the
administration has arranged

bonfires at intersections

Woman and Brother-in-Law
Sentenced to Life Imprisonment
for Lover’s Murder in Auraiya

DM–SP Chair District Udyog
Bandhu Meeting in Auraiya

Former MLA Vijay Mishra's son

granted bail by High Court in

case of threatening rape victim

Children captivated the audience
with their outstanding perform-
ances at the annual sports day

Let the investigation continue; the truth will

emerge: CM Yogi Adityanath

Conspiracy to Frame Innocents in
False Case Exposed in Auraiya
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Utraon. Vijay Pratap Singh, a resident of
Dhannikapura village in Saidabad devel-
opment block, passed away unexpectedly
on Sunday. He was the eldest of three
brothers. His younger brother is a retired
officer from the Uttar Pradesh Police
Intelligence branch.The deceased Vijay
Pratap Singh's nephew, S.B. Singh, is
currently working as an Assistant
Registrar at Kota Open University,
Rajasthan. Upon receiving the news of his uncle's death, he
left for Prayagraj immediately.This tragic event has plunged
the entire family into grief. People from the area and well-
wishers have expressed their deepest condolences and prayed
for the peace of the departed soul.

Youth Arrested with Illegal Weapon,
Sent to Jail

Ghazipur. Under the ongoing cam-
paign against crime and criminals in
the district, the Mohammadabad
Kotwali police station has achieved a
major success. During a checking
operation, the police team arrested a
youth with an illegal country-made
pistol and live ammunition.Acting on
the instructions of the Superintendent
of Police and under the supervision of
the Additional Superintendent of
Police (Rural) and Circle Officer Sudhakar Pandey, the police
were conducting night patrols and checking suspicious per-
sons. In this sequence, at approximately 12:30 AM on the
night of December 21, 2025, a suspicious person was stopped
and searched near Mahadeva Gate, Mohammadabad. During
the search, the accused was identified as Alauddin Ahmed
alias Sonu, son of Ali Hussain Ahmed, resident of Kotiya
Ward Number 3, Mohammadabad town and police station,
age approximately 32 years. An illegal country-made pistol
and one live cartridge (.315 bore) were recovered from his
possession.

Assistant Registrar S.B. Singh's

Uncle Passes Away

Prayagraj. The house
of Arvind Kumar, a
block employee work-
ing in Karchhana
block, is located just
two yards from the
Karchhana police sta-
tion.On Sunday,
Arvind Kumar had
gone to Naini with his
wife to see a doctor. A
10-year-old boy was
alone at home when a
fire suddenly broke
out under suspicious
circumstances around
1 PM.  Neighbors
called the fire brigade,
but they did not
arrive. The Karchhana

police reached the
spot and showed
promptness, joining in
the efforts to extin-
guish the fire.  With
the help of the police
and the neighbors, the
fire was finally

brought under control
after much effort. The
victim, Arvind Kumar,
says that household
goods worth lakhs of
rupees were complete-
ly destroyed in the
fire.
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Tharwai. In Mohammadpur
village, under the Tharwai
police station area of ??the
Ganganagar zone, unknown
thieves struck last night.
They stole cash and gold
and silver jewelry and fled
the scene. Police are investi-
gating the matter. The inci-
dent occurred last night in
Mohammadpur village,
under Tharwai, at the house
of the victim, Dina Nath, son
of Yamuna Prasad Shukla.
Unknown thieves climbed
onto the roof of the house,
entered inside, and ran-
sacked three rooms. The vic-
tim, Dina Nath, said that
when he opened the door to
go upstairs in the morning, it
was locked.  He became sus-
picious and investigated,
finding the doors of the three
rooms upstairs open and all
the belongings scattered.
The cupboard was also
found open. He immediately
informed Dial 112 and the
local Tharwai police station.
Upon receiving the informa-
tion, Inspector Santosh
Kumar Pandey of Tharwai,
along with his team, reached
the crime scene and began
the investigation. Shortly
afterward, ACP Tharwai
Arun Parashar also arrived at
the scene, took cognizance

of the matter, and questioned
everyone. He also thorough-
ly inspected the room where
the theft took place. The
forensic team present at the
scene also investigated from
every angle. The victim,
Dina Nath, filed a written
complaint at the Tharwai
police station. 
Police teams are continuous-
ly investigating the matter.
ACP Arun Parashar said that
the theft by unknown thieves
has been taken into cog-
nizance, and police teams
have been formed to investi-
gate. He added that the cul-
prits will soon be apprehend-
ed. The thieves stole cash
and valuables worth lakhs of

rupees from the victim's
house. The police are inves-
tigating the matter from
every angle. The family was
distraught and weeping
uncontrollably after the inci-
dent. ACP Tharwai Arun
Parashar reached the crime
scene.In a theft case that
occurred in Mohammadpur
village under Tharwai police
station, unknown thieves
broke into three rooms of a
house last night and stole
valuables. ACP Arun
Parashar said that the matter
has been taken into cog-
nizance and the culprits will
be apprehended soon, for
which police teams are
working.

43 Parking Lots Created
for Magh Mela

Prayagraj: A total of 43 parking lots have
been created for devotees arriving from vari-
ous routes for the Magh Mela 2026.  To
identify these parking lots, symbols of vari-
ous animals are being marked at all loca-
tions. The symbols for some of the major
parking lots on each route are as follows.
Details of the symbols for all other parking
lots are in the attached PDF.For devotees
coming from the Jaunpur route, 4 parking
lots have been created, which will be marked
with a kangaroo at Poorva Surdas, a lion at
Chini Mill, a barasingha (swamp deer) at
Old GT Kachhar, and a cheetah at Saraswati
Parking. On the Rewa route, 5 parking lots
have been created, which will be marked
with a crow at Gajia village, an eagle at
Navprayagam 01, and an ostrich at
Navprayagam 02. For devotees coming from
the Varanasi route, 6 parking lots have been
created, which will be marked with a camel
at Triveni Puram East, a horse at Triveni
Puram West, and a sheep at Chhatnag.
Similarly, on the Mirzapur route, 3 parking
lots have been created, which will be marked
with a rooster at DPS Kachhar, a duck at
Devarakh Upahar, and a pigeon at Omax
Parking. On the Kanpur route, 18 parking
lots have been created, of which the George
Town Association parking will be marked
with a heron, CMP with a squirrel, and KP
College parking with a rhinoceros. On the
Lucknow route, 7 parking lots have been
created, which will be marked with a bat at
Colonelganj Inter College, a penguin at
Chhota Bhagara, and a snail at Bakshi
Bandh.

Akhand Bharat
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Ghazipur. On the
death anniversary of
senior advocate late
Chaturbhuj Narayan
Sinha, who dedicated
his life to the path of
justice, truth, and
service, a deeply mov-
ing tribute ceremony
was held at his resi-
dence in the
Mohammadabad
municipal area of
??the district. This
occasion was not
merely for remem-
brance, but also to pay
homage to a personal-
ity who brought digni-
ty to the legal profes-

sion through his con-
duct and work.The
tribute ceremony was
presided over by
Govind Sinha. During
the program, the advo-
cates present offered
floral tributes to the
portrait of the late
Sinha. The atmos-
phere was deeply

emotional, with
respect, gratitude, and
the shadow of memo-
ries clearly visible on
every face.In their
addresses, the speak-
ers said that
Chaturbhuj Narayan
Sinha was not only a
successful advocate
but also a guide

imbued with human
values, who not only
imparted legal knowl-
edge to many young
advocates but also
showed them the way
to live life. His simple
nature, unwavering
commitment to jus-
tice, and dedication to
truth remain a source
of inspiration for the
legal community even
today.During the cere-
mony, the advocates
shared their personal
experiences, stating
that the guidance of
the late Sinha had
been like a beacon in
their professional and
personal lives. He
always remained

steadfast on the path
of justice and inspired
others to follow the
same path.At the end
of the program, all the
advocates present
observed a two-
minute silence to pray
for the peace of the
departed soul and
resolved to incorpo-
rate his ideals into
their lives. The atmos-
phere during the trib-
ute ceremony was
completely filled with
reverence, respect,
and emotion, as if the
late Chaturbhuj
Narayan Sinha was
still present among
everyone through his
thoughts.

Prayagraj. The 47th
Foundation Day of Shri
Narayan Ashram Girls'
Intermediate College,
located in Shivkuti, was
celebrated with great
enthusiasm on Sunday.
??Saints from the ashram
performed the puja (reli-
gious ceremony). The
program was inaugurated
by the chief guest, Mayor
of Prayagraj, Umesh
Chandra Ganesh
Kesarwani, and the spe-
cial guest, Mrs. Prabha
Agarwal, Secretary of the
ashram, by lighting the
lamp. The students capti-
vated everyone with their
performances, including
Saraswati Vandana
(prayer to Goddess
Saraswati), welcome
songs, humorous skits,
dances, dramatic presen-
tations, religious and
devotional performances.
The Manas Prasang
(episode from
Ramcharitmanas),
English play, and
Mahishasuramardini
dance were particularly
moving. On this occa-

sion, the winning stu-
dents of the competitions
held throughout the year
were also awarded. The
contribution of all the
teachers in making the
program a success was
commendable. 
The chief guest encour-

aged the children and
said that the annual day

provides an opportunity
for children to develop
their talents. Neeraj Sant
Ji, Ajit Rai Ji, Dr. Manoj
Mishra, Manager
Bhagwan Pandey, and
several other dignitaries
were present on this
occasion. Finally,
Principal Vibha Mishra
thanked all the guests. 

Tears Flow on the Death Anniversary of Senior Advocate

Chaturbhuj Narayan Sinha; His Ideals Live on in Memories
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Prayagraj: Divisional
Commissioner Soumya
Agarwal inspected vari-
ous works being carried
out in the Magh Mela
area in view of Magh
Mela 2026, in the pres-

ence of Mela Officer
Rishi Raj and other
concerned departmental
officers. She first visit-
ed Sector Four, from
Kali Pul towards
Jhansi, and inspected
the leveling work, elec-
trical work, and related

works being carried out
by the Water
Corporation and PWD
on both sides of
Kalimarg,
Ramanujacharya Marg,
Akshayavat Marg, and
Sangam Lower Marg.
She also inspected the

areas where leveling
work was being done
on marshy land, and the
sites identified for the
construction of toilets.
After the inspection, all
the officers went to the
Sector 6 office and held
a meeting with all the

concerned departmental
officers, taking sector-
wise updates on the
work being done by
them. In the meeting,
the Divisional
Commissioner instruct-
ed the Mela Officer to
deploy additional man-

power to complete all
the remaining works
within the stipulated
time. She also instruct-
ed the vendors to coor-
dinate with the organi-
zations in all the sectors
and install the toilets as
soon as possible. 

Divisional Commissioner Inspects Various

Works Underway in Magh Mela Area

Jewelry and cash stolen from a

house by unknown thieves

In the meeting, the Divisional Commissioner instructed the Mela Officer to deploy

additional manpower to complete all the remaining works within the stipulated time

Block employee's house gutted in fire

Shri Narayan Ashram Girls'
Intermediate College Celebrates

its 47th Foundation Day

Prayagraj: To further facil-

itate the transportation

experience for devotees

attending the Magh Mela

2026, the administration is

providing Rapido bike serv-

ices. For this purpose, the

administration has signed an

MoU with the Rapido com-

pany and provided them

with 28 pickup and drop-off

locations, a list of which is

given below.  The Rapido

company is organizing a

sourcing camp at Allahabad

University on December 23,

2025, Tuesday, to provide

employment opportunities

to students studying in the

district.  This camp will

offer Allahabad University

students the opportunity to

earn part-time income by

driving Rapido bikes.

Interested students can reg-

ister with the Rapido com-

pany to avail this employ-

ment opportunity. The uni-

versity administration has

granted permission for the

camp to be held there at

11:00 AM. In the same vein,

another camp is being

organized at the RTO

Licensing Office, Naini, at

12:00 PM on the same day.

Divisional Commissioner

Mrs. Soumya Agarwal will

be the chief guest. All inter-

ested young people (boys

and girls) from the district

can apply for employment

with the Rapido company

through this camp.

Everyone must bring their

driving license, Aadhaar

card, and other relevant

documents.Parking

List:Railway Station

Platform No. 6 side, No. 10

side

Platform No. 1 side, near

KP Inter College Complex

Petrol Pump, Nehru Park,

Kamala Guest

HousePrepaid Taxi Booth at

the Airport, Rambagh

Railway Station, Prayag

Station, Subedar Ganj

Station, Chhivaki Station,

Naini Station, Jhusi Station,

Phaphamau Station,Balsan

Chauraha, Bela Kachhar

Bus Stop, Sahso, near Sugar

Mill, Jhusi Bus StopLeprosy

Chauraha, New Prayagam,

Parking No. 17Old GT, TP

Line Parking, Soham

Ashram, Lotus Hospital,

Fort ChaurahaOld Yamuna

Bridge, IERT, Bhardwaj

MargNag Vasuki

Bajrangdas Parking Sector

2A ParkingDrop-off - Selfie

Point Arail.

Rapido Bikes to be Available for
Devotees at Magh Mela

Prayagraj: A father died in the hospital after being injured in
an assault by his son in Sidhikat village of Bara police station
area. A dispute arose between the father and son on Saturday
night over feeding the cattle. The son attacked his father on
the head with a stick. Family members admitted him to SRN
Hospital for treatment, where he died on Sunday. The police
have taken the body into custody. Based on a complaint from
the family, a case has been registered.

Son Kills Father in Dispute Over

Feeding Cattle; FIR Registered
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The election results also
showed that Imran , despite all
that the army and the People’s
Democratic Movement govern-
ment had thrown at him,
retained a substantial measure
of support in Punjab. At the
same time the Pakistan Peoples
Party  did well in Sindh. Very dif-
ficult PML(N)-PPP negotiations,
clearly overseen by the army,
from behind the scenes, fol-
lowed. The arrangement that
emerged saw Shehbaz Sharif as
prime minister forming the gov-
ernment with outside PPP sup-
port, Asif Zardari becoming
president of Pakistan, and
Maryam becoming the first
woman CM of the Punjab. In
this the person who has tem-
porarily lost out is Hamza Sharif

but the final word has not been
said on how the reconciliation
of political interests between
Maryam and Humza will even-
tually occur.
Now, to return to Maryam’s visit
to Kartarpur Sahib, she made an
impressive speech to the san-
gat. She struck the right notes.
She spoke in chaste Punjabi and
projected herself as the daugh-
ter of Punjab who was the first
woman to become CM in either
Pakistani or Indian Punjab. She
stressed her family’s back-
ground in the village of Jati
Umra in the Amritsar district
from where her grandfather
had migrated to Pakistan in
1947. Three other points that
she made deserve special men-
tion.One, that Pakistan was a

place where the minorities had
the freedom to practice their
faith and only recently the
country had marked Eid, Easter,
Holi and now she had come to
be with the Sikh pilgrims at
Baisakhi. Maryam’s reference to
this aspect is part of Pakistan’s
current endeavour to project
itself as a moderate and liberal
Muslim country. This is, of
course, at variance with the
prevalence and growth of
extremist Islamist forces which
want the country’s governance
to be strictly in accordance with
the Sharia.The second point —
and one of great significance —
was Maryam’s mention of the
commonalities between
Muslims and Sikhs. She took
care to use the formulation

“you” and “us”; thus, carefully
avoiding mentioning either
Islam or Sikhism or Muslims
and Sikhs. Obviously, she did
not want to ruffle the feathers
of the Pakistani ulema. She said
that both “you” and “us”
believe in one power which is
the supreme power of the uni-
verse. She added that both
“you” and “us” believe in hon-
est living and earning through
righteous means and giving to
charity. Finally, Maryam
referred to her father Nawaz
Sharif’s conviction that neigh-
bours should open their hearts
to each other and live in peace
and also cooperate and trade
with each other. It is true that
Nawaz has always wanted to
trade with India .

The Israeli reaction took place within the week.
On April 19, they struck a military airbase near
the city of Isfahan, and Iranian officials also
claimed to have shot down small drones near
the northern city of Tabriz, but this was down-
played. Isfahan Province, in the centre of Iran, is
home to significant Iranian military infrastruc-
ture, including a large air base, a major missile
production complex, and nuclear facilities. As
per reports in the Jerusalem Post, the Israelis
were targeting an air defence radar site near
Isfahan that’s part of the protection of the
Natanz nuclear facility. The choreography of
missile strikes once again ensured that there
were no casualties and, moreover, no targeting
of Iranian nuclear facilities. Iranian media and
officials described a small number of explo-
sions, which they said resulted from air
defences hitting three drones over Isfahan. They
referred to the incident as an attack by “infiltra-
tors” rather than by Israel, obviating the need
for retaliation. The Iranian Foreign Minister
Hossein Amirabdollahian, downplaying the
attack, said, “They’re … more like toys that our
children play with, not drones.” He also added,
“As long as there is no new adventurism by
Israel against our interests, we are not going to
have any new reactions." With Israel remaining
deadlocked in Gaza, where around 130 Israeli
hostages remain but have inflicted more than
34,000 civilian casualties, including women and
children, the Iranian strikes must have seemed
like a welcome relief as the narrative shifted
from the humanitarian crisis Isael is causing in
Gaza. Further, in a timing that cannot be a mere
coincidence, the US House of Representatives
quickly passed an aid package of $26.38 billion
for Israel. With no hostage deal or ceasefire
mechanisms apparent, the risk of miscalcula-
tion remains high. The region remains in a
uniquely dangerous position, in which Prime
Minister Netanyahu may feel that he has little
choice but to escalate with Iran in order to
maintain public support. But responses to the
strike within Israel have exposed the country’s
political fissures. Security Minister Itamar Ben
Gvir described the strike on Iran as “feeble” or
“lame”. In response, Israeli opposition leader
Yair Lapid called for him to be sacked and said
his remarks had ridiculed and embarrassed
Israel.
Things were going Iran’s way
Since the 1979 revolution, Iran has taken an
anti-Israeli posture and, as part of its deterrence
strategy, has cultivated and financed support for
the ‘axis of resistance’ network in Lebanon,
Syria, Iraq, Yemen, and Palestine, surrounding
Israel’s borders.
The Hamas attack on October 7 suited Iran’s
agenda. Israel had suffered an unprecedented
and humiliating setback; its much-lauded intelli-
gence and defences had failed. Its subsequent
actions in Gaza had received widespread con-
demnation and aligned the Middle Eastern
countries against Israel. Israel’s war was steadily
harming its image, simultaneously exposing the
hypocrisy of its Western backers. Israel was get-
ting increasingly isolated internationally due to
its disastrous war in Gaza.
The Palestinian cause in the region and around
the world had been resurrected. Sympathy for
Palestinian, particularly in the West, was more
voluble. Iran did not need to intervene; its prox-
ies acted on its behalf. Hezbollah had been rou-
tinely shelling Northern Israel, and the Houthis
in Yemen have launched numerous unsuccess-
ful missile and drone strikes against Israel, dis-
rupting global shipping.However, Israel’s attack
against the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) in Damascus forced Iranian offi-
cials to make a more difficult
choice. Iran had two choices, it
could refrain from overt retal-
iation and continue to benefit
from the present situation.
The spotlight would remain

on the atrocities in Gaza.

What adds an intriguing
dimension to Raisi’s visit is his
distinction as the first foreign
leader to initiate diplomatic
relations with Pakistan, par-
ticularly against the backdrop
of the recent contentious
general elections held in the
country on February 8. This
context imbues Raisi’s visit
with heightened significance,
revealing the intricate
nuances and delicate balanc-
ing acts inherent in regional
diplomacy. President Raisi’s
diplomatic journey warrants
careful consideration, occur-
ring amidst the backdrop of
his designation as a target of
sanctions under Executive
Order 13876 by the US Office
of Foreign Assets Control.
This layer of complexity adds
a nuanced dimension to his
diplomatic engagements,
underscoring the delicate bal-
ancing act required in navi-
gating international relations
Moreover, Raisi’s trip is shad-
owed by grave allegations of
human rights abuses, with
numerous international bod-
ies and United Nations special
rapporteurs highlighting
these concerns. Such allega-
tions have previously led to
the cancellation of his
planned trip to Geneva in
2023, indicating the signifi-
cant scrutiny surrounding his
diplomatic activities and the
challenges they entail.
Recent developments in
Iran-Pakistan diplomacy
The Iranian president’s visit to
Pakistan arises against a back-
ground of recent hostility

amid talks covering religious,
cultural, investment, and
diplomatic spheres. Iran
reportedly launched missile
strikes on two strongholds of
the anti-Iranian rebel organi-
sation Jaish al-Adl (Army of
Justice) on January 16 in the
province of Baluchistan,
Pakistan. A major actor in the
ongoing tensions between
Iran and Pakistan is Jaish al-
Adl, which was founded in
2012 by Abdul Rahim
Mollazehi as a breakaway fac-
tion of Jundullah. As an
“unprovoked violation” of its
airspace, Pakistan denounced
the bombing. The assault
posed a threat to Pakistan’s
formidable army chief, Gen
Asim Munir, whose reputa-
tion for toughness and
resolve has been a point of
contention in his relations
with other nations as well as
at home. This made political
analysts wonder if Iran
respected Pakistan’s sover-
eignty. Retaliating quickly,
Pakistan launched a surprise

attack two days later using
fighter jets and missiles
directed at the purported
hideouts of anti-Pakistan
ethno-nationalist insurgents
in the Sistan-Baluchistan
region who were allegedly
operating from Iranian soil. In
light of worries about region-
al security, these incidents do
highlight the complex and
unstable dynamics that
define Iran and Pakistan’s
relationship, especially as
root causes of terrorism,
smuggling, and border infil-
tration are not addressed.
Pakistan serves as Iran’s pri-
mary regional ally against
adversaries such as Saudi
Arabia and other Western
powers. Iran’s keen interest in
joining China’s economic cor-
ridor initiative aligns with
Pakistan’s close ties to Beijing.
Notably, over 70 per cent of
the electricity in Pakistan’s
Gwadar port city is sourced
from Iran. The proposed gas
pipelines, including the
“peace pipeline” intended to

supply Iranian gas to India via
Pakistan, have faced setbacks,
notably India’s withdrawal in
2009 due to US sanctions on
Iran. However, Iran and
Pakistan remain committed,
signing a separate gas supply
agreement. Notably, in June
of that year, both nations
entered into a multibillion-
dollar agreement to develop
a gas pipeline. However,
while Tehran successfully
completed construction of a
900-kilometre pipeline on its
side by 2011, Islamabad still
grapples with the task of
installing 80 kilometres of
pipeline on its territory. This
discrepancy has sparked ten-
sions, with Tehran issuing
warnings of potential legal
action and threats of an $18
billion fine due to missed
deadlines. Despite
Islamabad’s recent pledge to
finalise the project by
September of this year,
doubts linger over its feasibil-
ity. The primary obstacle
remains Pakistan’s apprehen-
sion of invoking U.S. sanc-
tions, a concern that has con-
sistently hindered progress,
echoing previous justifica-
tions for delays.Conversely,
assuming a hostile stance
towards Iran upsets the deli-
cate equilibrium of Pakistan’s
already complicated neigh-
bourly ties. Tensions with
India continue despite a cur-
rent cease-fire along the bor-
der. The Taliban’s support for
the TTP’s anti-Pakistan insur-
gency has caused relations
between the two parties to

deteriorate dramatically on
Pakistan’s western border.
The recent deportation of
Afghan refugees from
Pakistan has further caused
tensions between Pakistan
and Afghanistan.During
Raisi’s visit, the Pentagon
warned of sanctions for those
engaging in business with
Iran. Three Chinese firms aid-
ing Pakistan’s missile pro-
gramme were recently sanc-
tioned for WMD proliferation.
Iran immediately shot back,
stating that Israeli aggression
on Iranian soil will result in a
drastic shift in the balance of
power. Raisi warned Israel on
Tuesday: “Things will be dif-
ferent if the Zionist regime
commits an error once again.
If Tel Aviv attacks Iran once
more, “Israel will be com-
pletely different” and “there
will be nothing left of the
Zionist regimeAccording to
Iranian Ambassador to India,
Iraj Elahi, Tehran is optimistic
that India will start purchas-
ing crude from them again, as
it did prior to May 2019,
when the purchases stopped
due to US sanctions against
the West Asian nation. In
order to advance the
Chabahar Port project and
strengthen bilateral relations,
President Ebrahim Raisi might
visit India later this year.
Bypassing Pakistan complete-
ly, India will have access to
Afghanistan through the
Chabahar port, a symbol of
strategic and economic coop-
eration between Iran and
India.

India has not just become the “only
bright spot” economically, as the
IMF wants us to believe, but also
diplomatically and geostrategically,
the country has started behaving
like a global power. Image: REUTERS
In 2021, The New York Times posted
an online advertisement for the job
of a South Asia business correspon-
dent based in New Delhi. One of the
requirements sought for the posi-
tion even startled the staunchest of
NYT supporters. For, the American
newspaper, quite categorically,
sought the candidate to be critical
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his “muscular nationalism”.
Explaining its stand, the newspaper
wrote, “India’s future now stands at
a crossroads. Mr (Narendra) Modi is
advocating a self-sufficient, muscu-
lar nationalism centred on the coun-
try’s Hindu majority. That vision
puts him at odds with the interfaith,
multicultural goals of modern
India’s founders.” Interestingly, the
NYT has never put such precondi-
tions for postings in Hong Kong or in
mainland China. It has never asked
the applicants to prove their pro-
democratic credentials for a posi-
tion in Hong Kong, or to publicly
criticise Emperor Xi Jinping for a job
in Beijing.If one thought the prob-
lem was NYT-centric, then hang on.
Others in the West, too, aren’t
behind in targeting Prime Minister
Modi and India. The Time magazine,
for instance, just when Prime
Minister Modi landed in
Washington, DC, for his first official
state visit in June 2023, questioned
the very idea of India being an
American ally. “India is not a US ally,
and has not wanted to become
one,” a Time article thundered on
21 June. Interestingly, an even more
scathing article appeared in the
magazine a day earlier—on 20 June:
“India’s Worsening Democracy
Makes It an Unreliable Ally.” The
Economist isn’t behind either. It has
often reproached Prime Minister
Modi for stoking “divisions in the
world’s biggest democracy”. It has
singled out the Modi government

for its “flagrantly biased approach to
citizenship” and delivering “collec-
tive punishment” for the people of
the Kashmir Valley. It goes on to say
that the “electoral nectar for the
BJP” has become “political poison
for India”. It would, however, be
wrong to assume that Western prej-
udice is only Modi-centric. Although
it is today largely influenced and
inspired by anti-Modism, prejudice
is deeply entrenched against India
and its rising global influence. This
explains why the West has very
rarely celebrated India’s dance with
democracy in the past seven
decades. This despite the fact that
India since Independence has been
a case of democratic miracle—the
only genuine democracy in the
region between Israel and South
Korea. Moreover, no other country,
despite socio-political advance-
ments and economic prosperity,
comes even closer to India’s demo-
cratic successes. What the country
could achieve in 75 years, it took
Britain and the United States cen-
turies to reach there. Interestingly,
in the given timeframe, the US
found itself amid the Civil War
which almost tore the country into
two halves, but for Abraham
Lincoln’s sagacious leadership. It
took the US another 50 years to
make voting gender neutral and 100
years to give the Blacks the basic
voting rights—something that India
bestowed upon its citizens in one go
in 1947 despite unprecedented
poverty and astounding illiteracy.
Yet, in the 1950s and ’60s, the West
was busy writing democratic India’s
obituaries: Its balkanisation was a
foregone conclusion, and the only
thing keeping the country together
was Nehru! “What after Nehru?”,
was the most obvious question
being asked during those times.
After Nehru, during Indira Gandhi’s
time, the democrats of America and
Britain found great comfort in Mao’s
company and had even dispatched
an aircraft carrier, Enterprise, to
bully India at the height of the
Bangladesh war!

Total global military
expenditure reached an
all-time high of $2443
billion in 2023, an
increase of 6.8 per cent
in real terms from 2022.
This was the steepest
year-on-year increase
since 2009. The 10
largest spenders in 2023
were led by the United
States, China, and
Russia, all of whom
increased their military
spending. It was the
ninth consecutive year
of a rise in military
spending. Also, it was
the first time since 2009
that military expendi-
ture went up in all five
of the geographical
regions. Particularly
large increases were
seen in Europe, Asia,
Oceania, and West Asia.
Clearly, there is a deteri-
oration in peace and
security. As the states
prioritise military
expenditure and
strength, there is a risk
of a spiral effect in the

n e i g h b o u r h o o d .
Russia’s military spend-
ing increased by 24 per
cent to an estimated
$109 billion in 2023,
marking a 57 per cent
rise since 2014, the year
that Russia annexed
Crimea. The Russian
2023 military expendi-
ture was 16 per cent of
total government
spending and 5.9 per
cent of GDP. Russia’s
military and war-related
spending is set to rise
sharply in 2024 under
new federal budget
plans for 2024–26
signed into law by
President Vladimir Putin
in November 2023. The
plans suggest that the
Russian government.
is committed to pursu-

ing the war to a success-
ful conclusion. Some
have questioned the
economic assumptions,
though. Russia’s rising
debt burden has also
meant reduced alloca-
tions to some key social

spending, including
housing, education, and
healthcare.Ukraine was
the 8th largest military
spender in 2023. Yearly
spending surged 51 per
cent to reach $64.8 bil-
lion. It represented 58
per cent of total govern-
ment annual spending.
Interestingly, this
spending was 59 per
cent of Russia’s defence
expenditure. Ukraine
also received at least
$35 billion in military
aid during the year,
including $25.4 billion
from the USA. When
combining the two, it
became

91 per cent of
Russian spending. The
US remains NATO’s
major spender, but
European members
have increased their
share. In 2023, the 31
NATO members
accounted for $1,341
billion, equal to 55 per
cent of the global mili-
tary expenditure.
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