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New Delhi

Nitin Naveen, the new
national working presi-
dent of the Bharatiya
Janata Party and a min-
ister in the Bihar gov-
ernment, was formally
installed at the BJP
headquarters in Delhi.
BJP National President
Jagat Prakash Nadda
and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah
presented Nitin Naveen
with a sash and a bou-
quet to mark his instal-
lation.A stream of well-
wishersFollowing this,
numerous BJP leaders
congratulated Nitin
Naveen at the party
office on assuming the
post of the party's new
national working presi-
dent. Nitin Naveen was
born on May 23, 1980.
When he became the
working president, he
was 45 years old, the
same age as the BJP
itself.Grand welcome
upon arrival in
DelhiEarlier, Bihar
Minister Nitin Naveen

received a grand wel-
come upon his first
arrival at the party
headquarters in Delhi
after being appointed
as the party's working
president. Delhi BJP
President Virendra
Sachdeva welcomed
Nitin Naveen at the air-
port upon his arrival in

Delhi. In Bihar, Nitin
Naveen has the image
of a clean and efficient
leader with a strong
hold on the organiza-
tion.The BJP has elect-
ed its youngest work-
ing president to date. If
he becomes the nation-
al president, he will set
a record for being the

youngest BJP presi-
dent. Currently, this
record is held by Amit
Shah, who became
president at the age of
49. Nitin Gadkari
became the national
president at the age of
52.

Nadda and Shah
"crowned" Nitin Naveen

New Delhi

The Supreme Court has
refused to hear the peti-
tion filed regarding the
IndiGo crisis. A bench
headed by Chief Justice
Surya Kant told the
petitioner that the mat-
ter is pending before
the Delhi High Court
and that he should
present his arguments
there. The Supreme

Court also directed the
High Court to allow the
petitioner to intervene

in the already pending
case. The petition was
filed by advocate

Narendra Mishra.
During the hearing,
when the petitioner
stated that air travelers
are facing difficulties
every day, the court
said that this is an
important issue. The
High Court is also a
constitutional court;
you can present your
arguments there.

Delhi High
CourtThe Delhi High

Court had taken cog-
nizance of the IndiGo
crisis on December 10.
A bench headed by
Chief Justice D.K.
Upadhyay questioned
IndiGo, stating that a
sufficient number of
pilots should have been
appointed to ensure
compliance with Flight
Duty Limitations, but it
appears that IndiGo did
not appoint the neces-

sary number of pilots
in time to ensure com-
pliance with Flight
Duty Limitations.
The High Court direct-

ed the central govern-
ment and IndiGo to file
their responses.The
High Court asked the
central government if it
was so helpless that it
was hesitant to take
action against the air-
line.

The Supreme Court refused to hear the petition related to the IndiGo

New Delhi

The central government
is preparing to intro-
duce a new law to
replace the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA). It is
reported that the gov-
ernment has distributed
copies of the bill to Lok
Sabha MPs, aiming to
repeal MGNREGA and
introduce a new law for
rural employment.
According to reports,
the bill will be named
the 'Viksit Bharat
Guarantee for
Employment and
Livelihood Mission
(Rural) 2025'. It will be
commonly known as
'VBGELM (Viksit
Bharat Guarantee for
Employment and
Livelihood Mission
Rural)'. The objective of
this bill is believed to
be the establishment of
a rural development

framework.125 Days of
Employment
GuaranteeThe new bill
is said to provide a con-
stitutional guarantee of
125 days of wage
employment to every
rural household in each
financial year. It is
expected to be dis-
cussed in the Lok Sabha
soon. After this new bill
becomes law, the
employment guarantee
will be available to
those families where
young members are
willing to undertake
unskilled manual labor.
The bill also proposes
that payment be made
within one week or 15
days of the completion
of work. There is also a
provision for unemploy-
ment allowance if pay-
ment is not made within
the stipulated time.
Notably, the BJP has
issued a whip to its
MPs before the bill is
tabled in the House.

MNREGA will be
replaced by VBG-Gramji

New Delhi

The Indian Air Force is
soon to receive the
remaining 3 Apache
AH-64 attack helicop-
ters from the US.
Simultaneously, the
Indian Navy is set to
induct the MH-60R
Seahawk helicopters
into its squadron this
week.The arrival of

these helicopters will
significantly enhance
the capabilities of the
Indian Air Force and
Navy. The Army and
Air Force also expect
to begin receiving 156
indigenously developed
Light Combat
Helicopters from 2028
onwards.1000 New
Helicopters to Join the
ArmyOver the next 10-

15 years, the Indian
Army requires more
than 1000 helicopters
of various types. These
will replace the
Cheetah and Chetak
helicopters currently in
service. This includes
484 light helicopters
weighing up to 3.5
tons, and 419 helicop-
ters weighing 10-15
tons, capable of per-

forming a variety of
roles. According to a
defense official, the 3
Apache gunships can
destroy tanks from the
air. They will be
equipped with air-to-air
missiles, air-to-ground
missiles, as well as
guns and rockets. This
consignment of heli-
copters will arrive in
India shortly.

Lucknow

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath met with
petitioners from various
districts of the state on
Monday as part of his
"Janata Darshan" (pub-
lic audience) program
and listened to their
problems. The Chief
Minister took their
applications and
instructed officials to
take strict and appropri-
ate action to resolve
their issues. A PAC
(Provincial Armed

Constabulary) constable
who had come to the
Janata Darshan program
narrated his problem to
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath. The Chief
Minister handed over
the constable's applica-

tion to the concerned
officer and instructed
him to resolve the mat-
ter appropriately. A
farmer from
Shahjahanpur com-
plained to the Chief
Minister about the neg-

ligence at the paddy
procurement center. The
Chief Minister said that
the government is con-
tinuously working for
the prosperity of the
farmers.
He instructed the offi-

cials of the administra-
tion to ensure that the
farmers do not face any
problems. The Chief
Minister directed the
District Magistrate of
Shahjahanpur to con-
duct surprise inspec-
tions of the procure-
ment centers.

New Delhi

A major uproar has
erupted in Koppal dis-
trict of Karnataka after
insects were found in
the rice used for mid-
day meals in govern-
ment schools. On
Tuesday, school staff
and students at a gov-
ernment school in
Bisaralli village of
Koppal taluk discov-
ered insects in the rice
meant for preparing the
mid-day meal, and the
news quickly spread. A
similar incident had
previously occurred at
a school in
Muddenahalli village

of Kushtagi taluk. No
action has been report-
ed so far regarding this
negligence.What did
the authorities
say?When the staff at
the Bisaralli village
school prepared to
wash the rice, they
found insects crawling
in it. Students also

noticed this and com-
plained before the food
was cooked. Similarly,
a few days ago, insects
were found in the rice
at Muddenahalli.
Officials say that rice
is supplied from sever-
al warehouses in the
district, while pulses,
oil, and spices come

from different agen-
cies. Initial investiga-
tions suggest that poor
quality rice and pulses
supplied by private
contractors may be
involved. This raises
the question of where
the lapse is occurring
in the supply chain and
how substandard grains
are reaching the chil-
dren.Statistics indicate
the extent of the riskIn
Koppal district, more
than 2.8 lakh school
children depend on the
mid-day meal scheme
every day. This scheme
is run to encourage
children to attend
school and provide

New Delhi

The common man has
received slight relief on
the inflation front.
Wholesale price index
(WPI) based wholesale
inflation saw a rise in
November. During this
period, wholesale infla-
tion decreased to (-)
0.32 percent, compared
to (-) 1.21 percent in
October. In November
2024, it was 2.16 per-
cent.The Ministry of
Commerce and Industry
stated on Monday that

the main reasons for
this were the decrease
in prices of food items,
mineral oils, crude
petroleum and natural
gas, basic metals, and
electricity. 
According to the data,
food inflation in
November was 4.16
percent, while it was
8.31 percent in October.

Relief on the inflation
front, wholesale inflation
rate falls to -0.32 percent 

New Delhi

The issue of air pollu-
tion in Delhi-NCR was
raised by lawyers in
the Supreme Court on
Monday. Amicus
Curiae Aparajita Singh
told the bench headed
by Chief Justice Surya
Kant that states do not
take necessary steps on
their own unless the
court issues specific
directions. Another
lawyer said that
schools are organizing
sports events in defi-
ance of the court's
orders. The Chief

Justice then stated that
the matter is listed
before a three-judge
bench on December
17. He added that the
court would issue
orders that are practi-
cally implementable.
In view of the rising
pollution levels, the
Chief Justice suggested
to the lawyers and
those representing
themselves in the case
that they could partici-
pate in the hearing via
video conferencing
instead of appearing in
person at the Supreme
Court.

The Supreme Court will hear

the case regarding air pollution

in Delhi-NCR on December 17

New Delhi

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) on Monday
announced the name of
the new president of the
Bihar BJP. The party has
entrusted the leadership
of Bihar to Sanjay
Sarawagi, the MLA from
Darbhanga. 

He will replace Dilip
Jaiswal. Earlier on
Sunday, the BJP had
announced the name of
its national working
president. The party
appointed Nitin Naveen,
a minister in the Bihar

government, as the
party's national working
president. Following
this, on Monday, the BJP
made a major reshuffle
in the Bihar BJP organi-
zation, handing over the
reins of the state unit to
Sanjay Sarawagi. It is

worth noting that Sanjay
Sarawagi has been win-
ning elections continu-
ously from the
Darbhanga urban con-
stituency for five consec-
utive terms. He has pre-
viously served as a min-
ister in the Bihar govern-
ment.Who is Sanjay
Sarawagi?Sanjay
Sarawagi was born in
1969. He completed his
MA from Mithila
University. Sanjay's
political career began
with the Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP). 

The BJP has also changed its 
leadership in Bihar

New Delhi

There is good news on
the economic front.
India's exports
increased by 19.37 per-
cent to US$38.13 bil-
lion in November.
During the same peri-
od, imports decreased
by 1.88 percent to
US$62.66 billion. The
Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, in a state-
ment released on
Monday.

The country's

exports increased

by 19.37 percent

to $38.13 billion

in November

Rajasthan Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma
offered prayers at the Shrinathji temple in
Poonchri ka Lauth.

Serving every needy person is the gov-
ernment's goal: Chief Minister Yogi

Children's health is being compromised in Karnataka 

India will receive 3 Apache helicopters from the US

New Delhi

BJP's new working presi-
dent, Nitin Naveen, is the
second person in the
party's history to hold this
position. The first was the
current party chief, Jagat
Prakash Nadda.
Interestingly, the BJP con-
stitution does not have any
provision for appointing a
working president.
However, since 2019, this
position has become a
stepping stone before
assuming the role of BJP
president. 
J.P. Nadda was appointed
the BJP's working presi-
dent in June 2019 after
Amit Shah became the
Union Home Minister.

Naveen follows in

Nadda's footsteps

According to the BJP's constitution, a leader can
serve as president for two terms of three years
each. According to BJP leaders, the appointment of
an acting president is an interim arrangement.
Another reason is Kharmas, which Hindus consider
inauspicious. Kharmas begins on Tuesday. This is
why Nadda was appointed as the acting president.
After Kharmas ends on January 14, Makar
Sankranti, the process for electing a new party
chief can begin.

The complete plan for appointing an
acting president in the BJP
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Meja. Nitesh Tiwari, the district president of the
Samajwadi Party's youth wing in Yamunapar,
who was supporting the mass movement of com-
petitive exam aspirants in Prayagraj, was placed
under house arrest by the Meja police at his pri-
vate residence in Lakhanpur on Monday morn-
ing.In this regard, the police said that the SP
Yamunapar district president has been placed
under house arrest as a legal measure to maintain
peace and order for security reasons. Regarding
the mass movement, SP leader Nitesh Tiwari
said that they fully support the competitive exam
aspirants. He said that this is not a political issue
but a question of the future of the youth. Mr.
Tiwari believes that the government is so fright-
ened by the upcoming mass gathering in
Prayagraj that it is now even afraid of the voices
of ordinary students. He said that instead of
assuring the competitive exam aspirants that the
migration policy would be implemented, this
government has resorted to police repression. He
said that placing him under house arrest is a vio-
lation of his constitutional right to freedom of
expression.

Meja Police have placed me under
house arrest, violating my constitu-

tional rights: Nitesh Tiwari

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj: A special
training program for
supervisors working
under the SIR cam-
paign was organized
on Monday at the
Allahabad Medical
Association (AMA)
auditorium, chaired by
District Magistrate
Manish Kumar Verma.
The training, held at
the AMA auditorium,
focused on addressing

logical discrepancies
in the voter list during
the special intensive
revision under the SIR
campaign.  It covered
voter mapping and the
re-verification of
booths where the
number of ASD
(Absent, Shifted, or
Dead) voters identi-
fied by BLOs (Booth
Level Officers) is
either very high or
very low. The aim was
to eliminate all dis-
crepancies in the voter

roll and ensure the
accuracy of the voter
list at the time of draft
roll publication.
Present at the training
were Deputy District
Election Officer Pooja
Mishra, Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
Sadar Abhishek Singh,
Additional Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
Sadar Ganesh
Kanojia, all Electoral
Registration Officers
(EROs), and other
concerned officials. 

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Tharwai. On Monday, a
Hindu conference was
inaugurated at the premises
of Pandeshwar Nath Dham
Padila and Sheetlapur Tikri
with the lighting of a lamp
before the image of
Goddess Bhagwati and the
chanting of Vedic mantras.
The program was organ-
ized to commemorate the
completion of one hundred
years of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS). A large number of
local people participated in
the event. The chief guest,
Ramesh Ji, a Pracharak
(propagator) from Kashi
province, said in his
address that the Hindu
society needs to remain
united and that social har-
mony needs to be strength-
ened by eliminating social
evils like untouchability.
He said that India is the
land of religion, culture,
and liberation, where fami-
ly, values, and mutual
cooperation have been
given the highest impor-
tance for centuries. The
conference emphasized
keeping the family at the
center of society, regular
practice for physical and
mental strength, and the
expansion of RSS branch-
es. He said that a strong

mind is built only through
a strong body. While dis-
cussing religious values,
the importance of Shrimad
Bhagavad Gita, Tulsi,
Ganges water, and the cow
was highlighted. It was
said that these are the pil-
lars of Indian culture.
Giving the example of the
Mahakumbh, it was said
that millions of people
bathe together in the con-
fluence without any caste
or class distinction, which
is a living proof of social
unity. 

The active partici-
pation of women was cru-
cial to the successful
organization of the Hindu
conference. Finally, a call
was made to move forward
in society with love, har-
mony, and brotherhood. In

view of the program, DCP
Ganganagar Kuldeep Singh
Gunawat and the Tharwai
police station in-charge,
along with their team, were
present at both locations
where the program was
being held. The organizers
of the program at Padila
included Vishal Giri,
Akhilesh Giri, Gram
Pradhan Jaitwardih
Mahendra Giri, and Dinesh
Kumar Pandey, the princi-
pal of Swami Vivekananda
Vidyashram School,
Tharwai. Similarly, at
Bhidiura Tikri, Swami
Krishnanand Ji Maharaj,
Vishal Ji, District
Convenor Dr. Vivek
Tiwari, Rahul, Sanjay
Maurya, Pushpendra Sahu,
Kamal Raj Sahu, and oth-
ers were present.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Jhansi. A young man died in a road accident on the Prayagraj-
Jaunpur road on Monday evening. The accident occurred near
Isipur village in Jhansi when an auto rickshaw, full of passen-
gers, overturned after the driver lost control while trying to
avoid hitting a dog that suddenly appeared on the
road.According to the police, an auto rickshaw was coming
from Sahso towards Jhansi with passengers. Near Isipur village,
a dog suddenly came onto the road, causing the auto rickshaw
to overturn.  As soon as the auto rickshaw overturned, there
were screams and cries at the scene. People nearby righted the
auto rickshaw and pulled out the trapped passengers. In this
accident, Shyam Singh (30), son of Virendra Patel, a resident of
Habibpur, was seriously injured. He was immediately taken to
the hospital, but he died during treatment. Shyam Singh was a
mechanic by profession, and his family includes his wife
Pushpa and three daughters. The family is in mourning after his
death. Jhansi police station in-charge Mahesh Mishra said that
it has been confirmed that the auto rickshaw overturned while
trying to save the dog. He also said that the other passengers in
the auto rickshaw are safe. 

Two accused in the codeine cough syrup case

denied relief by the High Court
Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. The Allahabad High Court has rejected the petition
of two accused named in the codeine cough syrup case. This
order was passed by a division bench of Justice Ajay Bhanot
and Justice Garima Prasad on the petition of Akhilesh Prakash
alias Sintu and Akash Maurya.The petitioners had sought the
quashing of the FIR registered against them at Jaunpur Kotwali
police station and a stay on their arrest. Both are accused in a
case related to codeine cough syrup. The High Court refused to
intervene, finding no merit in the petition.

Gambling in a Public Place is a Cognizable

Offence: High Court
Prayagraj. The Allahabad High Court has clarified that gam-
bling in a public place is a cognizable offence, and in such
cases, the police can make arrests without a warrant and also
conduct investigations. This observation was made by a single-
judge bench of Justice Vivek Kumar Singh while dismissing a
petition filed by Kamran, a resident of Agra.The petitioner had
filed a petition under Section 528 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Suraksha Sanhita to quash the criminal proceedings pending
before the court of the Special Chief Judicial Magistrate,
Agra.According to the brief facts of the case, in December
2019, the accused was arrested along with a co-accused while
playing cards in a park in the Sikandra area of ??Agra. Rs. 750
was recovered from the spot. The police then filed a charge
sheet under Section 13 of the Public Gambling Act, 1867.The
High Court stated that Section 13 of the Public Gambling Act
falls under the category of cognizable offences, in which the
police have the right to arrest without a warrant.

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Meja. Considering the
increasing intensity of
the cold in Vijaura vil-
lage of the Meja area,
social worker Sunil
Kumar Nishad distrib-
uted warm sweaters,
jackets, and blankets to
the needy through his
personal arrange-
ments.It is noteworthy
that a large number of
elderly people, disabled
individuals, women,
and other needy people
received blankets at the
social worker's call.
Addressing the people

present at the blanket
distribution program,
social worker Sunil
Kumar Nishad said that

serving the poor is true
social service and a
noble deed. During this
time, he appealed to

the villagers, saying
that drug use should be
stopped in the village
because today's youth

are becoming addicted
to drugs, which is
extremely important to
prevent. He further said
that they are continu-
ously running cam-
paigns in Vijaura vil-
lage regarding educa-
tion and unemploy-
ment, and will continue
to work on a war foot-
ing for employment,
first aid, children's edu-
cation, and the mainte-
nance of village roads
and drains. A large
number of villagers,
intellectuals, and digni-
taries were prominently
present on this occa-
sion.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj: A meeting of the
Magh Mela 2026 Advisory
Committee was held at the
ICCC auditorium located in
the Mela Authority office,
with the aim of making the
Magh Mela 2026 smooth
and safe. Venerable saints,
mahatmas, and representa-
tives from various organiza-
tions offered their sugges-
tions.  First, Additional
Mela Officer, Magh Mela,
Dayanand Prasad, and
Superintendent of Police,
Magh Mela, Neeraj Kumar
Pandey, provided informa-
tion about the arrangements
made by the administration
and police through a
PowerPoint presentation.
Thereafter, representatives
from all the organizations

present shared their views
one by one.In this sequence,
Rambabu, representing the
pilgrimage priests, appealed
that devotees should have to
walk as little as possible,
that basic facilities should
be available in all sectors,
and that mobile connectivity
should function smoothly
during the Magh Mela.
Pappu Lal, the representa-
tive of the boatmen's associ-
ation, informed that consid-
ering the crowd during the
Kumbh Mela, the local boat-

men have already arranged a
large number of boats for
the Magh Mela. Therefore,
the registration of boats
from outside and the opera-
tion of motorboats should be
prohibited. Civil Defence
Chief Warden Annu Gupta
suggested that police per-
sonnel deployed at police
booths should be given
proper training before
deployment so that they can
provide maximum assis-
tance to the arriving devo-
tees. 

Auto rickshaw overturns while try-
ing to save a dog, mechanic dies

Serving the poor during the harsh winter is true

social service and a noble deed - Sunil Kumar

Special Training Given to
Supervisors Working Under the

SIR Campaign, Chaired DM

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Meja. On the unani-
mous election of
Pankaj Chaudhary as
the state president in
the BJP organizational
elections, RPI State
President Pawan Bhai
Gupta and Prayagraj
District President
Sanjay Gautam extend-

ed their congratula-
tions.Notably, reacting
to this achievement of
the newly appointed
State President Pankaj
Chaudhary, Republican
Party of India
(Athawale) State
President Pawan Bhai
Gupta said that in
Pankaj Chaudhary, the
BJP state organization
has received strong and

effective leadership
that will infuse new
energy into the work-
ers, and the upcoming
2027 elections will be
fought with hard work
and honesty, setting a
new record. He further
added that Pankaj
Chaudhary, who was
unanimously elected to
the post of State
President, started his

political career as a
councilor and, after a
long journey, served as
a Member of
Parliament from the
Maharajganj Lok
Sabha constituency
seven times and is cur-
rently a minister in the
central government. He
has extensive experi-
ence in running the
organization and has

risen from a common
worker to the top of
the state organization.
He will serve as an
example of strength for
millions of BJP work-
ers. In the same vein,
RPI Prayagraj District
President Sanjay
Gautam said that under
the leadership of the
newly elected State
President Pankaj

Chaudhary, the organi-
zation will reach new
heights, and there will
be all-round develop-
ment of the entire
state. RPI State
President Pawan Bhai
Gupta and Prayagraj
District President
Sanjay Gautam con-
gratulated him and
wished him a bright
future.

RPI State and District Presidents Congratulate Pankaj

Chaudhary on His Unanimous Election as State President

Discussion Held on Social
Unity and Cultural Values

They said - In Pankaj Chaudhary, the BJP state organization has gained strong and

effective leadership, which will infuse new energy into the workers

'' In the same
vein, RPI

Prayagraj District
President Sanjay
Gautam said that
under the leader-
ship of the newly

elected State
President Pankaj
Chaudhary, the
organization will

reach new
heights, and there
will be all-round
development ''

He said - The mass movement of competitive exam

aspirants is not a political issue but a question of

their future; we fully support the students

Magh Mela 2026 Advisory Committee
Meeting Concludes, Focusing on

Making the Event Smooth and Safe
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Rashi Singh
The Fisheries Minister of
Maharashtra, Nitesh Rane,
has launched a certification
platform,

MalharCertification.com, to
ensure that the preparation
and sale of meat is “according
to Hindu religious traditions”.
The platform encourages con-
sumers to buy meat only from
certified vendors, guarantee-
ing fresh and contamination-
free meat sourced from ven-
dors belonging to the Hindu
Khatik community. The initia-
tive appears to be a socio-
political response to the ongo-
ing “Halal Certification” move-
ment, promoted by some
ingenious traders to exploit

the religious sentiments of the
Muslim community. Only time
will tell how effective the
“Malhar certification” will be
in countering Halal certifica-
tion.
But the entire issue needs to

be seen in a different light,
and the Halal certification
business must be examined
more critically. The
Maharashtra government
should take the Halal certifica-
tion issue—which is mandat-
ed by law and hence illegal—
more seriously and approach
the court to have the certifica-
tion process scrutinised for its
legality. A counter “Malhar”
certification may not be the
right answer in the long run.

As of now, Halal certification is
issued by a private limited
company, Halal India Pvt Ltd,
and the Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind
Halal Trust. Producers of
goods have to pay as much as
Rs 60,000 for Halal certifica-
tion per product. So, a multi-
national corporation with a
dozen consumer products
would have to pay over Rs 7
lakh just for a private Muslim
trust’s certification, which is
neither mandated by the gov-
ernment nor part of any offi-
cial certification process like
AGMARK, BIS, or the Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI).
Established in 1919 by the
Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind, the Halal

Trust India claims to be global-
ly renowned as one of the
“most influential, reliable, and
popular organisations in
India”. It purports to be a lead-
ing Halal certification body,
with a “distinct and patented
Halal logo” that’s widely
recognised around the world.
It boasts of providing Halal
certification to Halal-compli-
ant restaurants, hotels, hospi-
tals, processed food manufac-
turing units, slaughterhouses,
and so on. Not just this, it also
issues certificates for products
like lipstick, tulsi water, bis-
cuits, and water bottles, to
ensure that animal fat, bones,
or any other prohibited com-
ponents have not been used .

Two bullets had been fired into his gut, and one
between his eyes: The assassins authored the
end of the book Henry Liu had been writing.
From his modest home in the suburbs of San
Francisco, the investigative journalist had
relentlessly attacked the Kuomintang dictator-
ship in Taiwan. The hit men—members of the
crime cartel United Bamboo Gang, recruited by
Taiwan’s military intelligence chief Vice-Admiral
Wang Hsi-ling—declined payment for the job,
seeing themselves as patriots silencing a dan-
gerous Communist agent. Later, his wife Helen
Liu, offered a simple explanation for why her
husband was murdered:  “In Taiwan, people
cannot speak freely. And he had a big mouth.”
Earlier this week, police in Canada arrested
three Indian nationals for the murder of Sikh
separatist Hardeep Singh Nijjar, fuelling suspi-
cions that India’s Research and Analysis Wing
(R&AW) has been targeting Khalistan operatives
in the West. The men, alleged to be linked to
the crime network of jailed gangster Lawrence
Bishnoi, are being investigated for their ties to
Indian intelligence officers that Canada has
claimed were involved in Nijjar’s assassination.
The government of India has angrily denied the
allegations—but in recent weeks, senior politi-
cal leaders have seemed to defend the country’s
right to use covert means against its enemies
overseas. “Terrorists will be killed in their
homes,” Prime Minister Narendra Modi said in
one recent rally, amid reports that R&AW was
eliminating terrorists in Pakistan. For many
Indians—enraged by seeing the perpetrators of
terrorist attacks from 1993 bombings to 2008
Mumbai attacks sheltering in safe havens in
Pakistan, or Khalistan supporters openly calling
for violence from the West—the use of covert
means seems a legitimate exercise of power.
This is not new. Following the bombing of the
Indian embassy in Kabul in 2008, then National
Security Advisor MK Narayanan demanded the
country pay Pakistan back “in the same coin.”
Lawyers and political philosophers familiar with
the complex history of assassinations by nation-
states, though, would likely urge reflection on
exactly when such force might be used—and
what its consequences could be. “Although I
may kill a man,” the Renaissance jurist Alberico
Gentili counselled the kings and princes of his
violent times, “I may not do so by treachery.”
They listened, for good reasons. There is, no
doubt, something profoundly spurious about
the moral outrage that has surrounded India’s
alleged assassination campaign: The UK
attempted to kill Libyan leader Muammar
Gaddafi, and murdered Irish terrorists at home
and abroad and Israel has long staged targeted
killings. The US, lawyer scholars Luis Chiesa and
Alexander KA Greenawalt have persuasively
argued, ignored international law to kill co-
founder of Al-Qaeda Osama Bin Laden and
Colombian drug cartel boss Pablo Escobar. For
its part, Russia frequently—and crudely—kills
regime opponents overseas. Like India, nation-
states everywhere have struggled to deal with
criminals and terrorists their adversaries choose
not to act against. However, the absence of an
ethical norm doesn’t mean that the many pow-
erful arguments against covert action can be
ignored. For most of history, international rela-
tions scholar Ward Thomas writes, assassina-
tion was used without scruple. Leaders of the
ancient world regarded killing for public purpos-
es as a moral project, and murder was seen as a
legitimate foreign policy tool in the 17th centu-
ry. The American political scientist Hans
Morgenthau noted that “the Republic of Venice,
from 1415 to 1525, planned or attempted.
about two hundred assassinations
for purposes of its foreign poli-
cy”. These efforts were even
recorded, along with pay-
ments made, in its State
records. Yet, as the system of
modern sovereign States
began to emerge, leaders began.

Saariq 
The largest democratic
process in the world, the
Indian Lok Sabha elections
2024, has attracted the
attention of one and all
across the globe. This gener-
al election is a watershed
moment for Bharat which
will initiate the country
towards its new self of ‘Viksit
Bharat’ by 2047. Besides, it
also holds the possibility of
establishing India’s dynamic
presence on the global stage.
In academic discourses, it is
often said that in the last ten
years, under the dynamic
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, India, today
is in the final stage of
decolonisation. Under the
visionary captaincy of Modi,
Bharat, which was called
“sone ki chidiya” i.e. the
golden bird, in ancient times,
is re-emerging as an eco-
nomic power, recovering
from hundreds of years of
‘slavery’ post-colonisation.
Besides, it has also forged a
new identity on the global
stage with its scientific,
strategic and ‘soft’ power.
However, the anti-India
international forces are not
able to digest Bharat’s new
rise and are trying to hinder
its advancement. The inter-
national media coverage,
particularly news reports,
articles, and editorials con-
cerning Modi and the 2024
Lok Sabha elections, serves
as one of the most reliable
indicators of this negative

approach towards Bharat. In
keeping with the idea that
Bharat was called the golden
bird once upon a time, the
British economist Angus
Maddison in his book The
World Economy: A Millennial
Perspective has shown that
India was the richest country
and the largest economy in
the world till the 10th centu-
ry, its GDP was more than
one-third of the world’s
economy, which remained
very high till the 16th-17th
century. But on account of
the loot by external forces
and inappropriate domestic
policies post-independence,
the GDP gradually slumped
to 2.6 per cent in 2014. It is
only with the efficient imple-
mentation framework creat-
ed by the Narendra Modi
government that India
jumped from the 10th
largest economy of the world
in 2014 to the fifth largest
economy today. By 2027,
hopefully, we are going to be
the third-largest economy.

Along with this, India’s influ-
ence has also increased on
global platforms, strategical-
ly and scientifically. With the
successful launch of
Chandrayaan-3 to the Moon,
the nation has registered its
presence strongly in the field
of science and technology. It
has also emerged as a major
exporter in space industry
and defence equipment.
Also, providing Covid vac-
cines to the entire world dur-
ing the pandemic and show-
casing its prowess in the G20
meeting and other interna-
tional platforms has added to
India’s prestige manifold in
the world today.
Unfortunately, India’s rise
has not gone well with cer-
tain vested interests, inimical
to Bharat, in Pakistan, China,
the Arab world as well as
Western countries. These
forces feel envious of India’s
remarkable progress under
the leadership of Modi,
marching towards Viksit
Bharat @2047. That is why it

can be seen that these anti-
India forces are trying to
influence the Lok Sabha elec-
tions in an effort to stop
Modi’s visionary drive
towards progress that he has
envisaged for the country.
There seems to be a sinister
conspiracy to influence the
Indian voters by running a
‘well-planned campaign’ at
the global level. Naseem
Javed, a corporate political
philosopher and currently
the president of the
Canadian think tank
Expothon Worldwide, in his
book titled Alpha Dreamers:
The Five Billion Connected
Alpha Dreamers Who Will
Change the World in 2019
writes, the people in the
world, today, are intercon-
nected. Global public opin-
ion is now an authentic
voice. This global public
opinion can be used by vari-
ous forces to influence any
country. It would be perti-
nent to note in this context
the international media’s
attitude vis-a-vis current
elections in India. Whether
it’s The New York Times of
the US, England’s The
Guardian, Qatar’s (Arabia’s)
Al Jazeera, Pakistan’s The
Dawn or China’s The People’s
Daily Online, there is a com-
mon thread seen in all – the
portrayal of Narendra Modi
and the BJP as the villain,
whereas no negative senti-
ment could be found against
Rahul and his Congress or
other Opposition parties.

However, a paradox can be
seen in all these newspapers
as, despite their strong criti-
cism, all of them believe
“aaega toh Modi hi” (only
Modi will win again). The
New York Times on April 20,
2024, wrote, “In this year’s
elections, the scion of India’s
most storied political family
(Rahul Gandhi) is still trying
to unseat Modi — and
change the nation’s
course…he’s modelling him-
self after Mahatma Gandhi.
He doesn’t want to take any
position of power”. Whereas,
the publication on April 23,
2024, portrayed Modi as a
villain, and commented that
he abolished the semi-
autonomy of the Muslim-
majority state of Jammu and
Kashmir; enacted a citizen-
ship law (CAA) widely viewed
as prejudiced against
Muslims; and helped con-
struct a grand Ram Mandir.
These comments come at a
time when it has been
understood both at the
national and international
level that all these measures
were taken to correct long-
standing historical mistakes
It’s not without reason that
the public opinion of the
nation remained in favour of
Modi all this time. Similarly,
Al Jazeera on April 12, 2024,
was critical of Modi being
portrayed as Bhishma
Pitamah, the famous charac-
ter of the epic Mahabharata,
using Artificial Intelligence
(AI). 

Suman
As our lives become
increasingly reliant on
technology, semicon-
ductors have become
the essential founda-
tion of society. These
tiny chips are the pow-
erhouses behind our
electronic devices,
communication sys-
tems, and even the
functioning of our agri-
cultural implements
medical equipment
and vehicles. India has
recognised the enor-
mous socio-economic
potential and strategic
importance of this
silent revolution of
technology and is tak-
ing the lead in building
a robust semiconduc-
tor ecosystem and
developing a talented
workforce. India’s goal
of becoming self-suffi-
cient and a global
leader in semiconduc-
tors is supported by the
fact that the semicon-
ductor industry is
expected to generate
over one million job
opportunities for semi-
conductor design engi-
neers, manufacturing
engineers, R&D scien-
tists, operators, techni-
cians, and skilled work-
ers in chip design and
semiconductor fabrica-
tion, packaging, and
sales facilities over the
next five years.
According to the
National Association of
Software and Service
Companies (Nasscom)
and Zinnov’s latest
report, “Around 30 per
cent of the new global
capability centres

established in India
during the December
quarter of last year
were in the semicon-
ductor space, indicat-
ing a growing interest
in leveraging the local
talent pool in areas
such as front-end
design, performance
testing, and post-sili-
con validation.” The
world’s leading chip
design companies,
including Intel, Texas
Instruments, AMD,
Nvidia, and Qualcomm,
have design and R&D
centres in India. AMD
recently inaugurated its
largest global design
centre in Bengaluru. In
March, an event –
‘India’s Techade: Chips
for Viksit Bharat’, wit-
nessed the foundation
stone of three semi-
conductor projects
worth Rs 1.25 lakh
crore. Tata Electronics
in partnership with
Taiwan’s Power Chip
S e m i c o n d u c t o r
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Corporation (PSMC),
set up the country’s
first semiconductor fab
plant in Dholera
(Gujarat) with an
investment of Rs
91,000 crore and
another plant in
Morigaon (Assam) with
an investment of Rs
27,000 crore, with the
first chips to begin
coming off the produc-
tion line in 2026. US-
based semiconductor
manufacturer Micron
India plant with an
investment of Rs
22,500 crore in Sanand
(Gujarat), is expected

to roll out the first
“Made in India” memo-
ry chips by December.
It is contributing its bit
to the Chandrayaan-3
mission Semiconductor
Corporation of India
(SCL) proposed to
update and expand its
chip facility in the
Mohali plant with an
investment of Rs
20,000 crore, to
enhance its contribu-
tion to ISRO and to
other space research
organisations globally
Despite the upward
trajectory of India’s
current semiconductor
chip ecosystem, the
country remains
dependent on the US,
Taiwan, China, Japan,
Malaysia, Singapore,
and South Korea, with
over 95 per cent of
semiconductors.

imported from these
countries. To reduce
this dependency on
imports, India recog-
nised the strategic
importance of a robust
domestic semiconduc-
tor industry. It unveiled
the India
Semiconductor Mission
(ISM) offering 50 per
cent capital expendi-
ture support to new
entrants, production-
linked incentive (PLI),
and design-linked
incentive (DLI) schemes
with an outlay of Rs
76,000 crore, as well as
state government
incentive support,
international partner-
ships, and a focus on
talent development.
The Electronic and
IT Ministry plans.

Abhinav
When I spoke to you
last, I promised quick
and bold measures to
restore our sick econo-
my to health. We have
taken the first step to
fulfil that promise. This
is the beginning. A fur-
ther set of far-reaching
changes and reforms is
on the way. For the last
eighteen months, there
has been paralysis on
the economic front.
The last two govern-
ments postponed tak-
ing vital decisions. The
fiscal position was
allowed to deteriorate.
The balance-of-pay-
ment crisis became
u n m a n a g e a b l e .
Nonresident Indians
and foreign leaders
became more and
more reluctant to lend
money to India.
Consequently, India’s
external reserves
declined steeply, and
we had no foreign

exchange to import
even such essential
commodities as diesel,
kerosene, edible oil,
and fertiliser. The net
result was that when
we came to power, we
found the financial
position of the country
in a terrible mess. The
Reserve Bank changed
the exchange rate of
rupee. This was done so
that we can export
more. More garments,
more leather products,
more gems and jew-
ellery, more agricultural
products made in India
will be sold abroad. This
will not only earn us
Foreign Exchange but
also create new
employment at home.
And why do we need to
earn foreign exchange
so badly? Not to import
luxury items but to buy
commodities like
kerosene and diesel,
fertilisers, edible oil,
and steel. We produce

these commodities, but
what we produce is not
enough. We are step-
ping up our production,
but for some time, we
have to import. The
adjustment in exchange
rate will discourage the
import of nonessential
goods. And will there-
fore save foreign
exchange for the
imports of essential
goods of consumption.
It will also end uncer-
tainty about the future
of our currency and will
encourage nonresident
Indians to send more
money to be deposited
in their accounts in
India. After changing
the value of the rupee,
we undertook a major
overhaul of the trade
policy. Our message
was simple—you can-
not import if you do not
export. We cut down
on the export licenses
so that our exporters
do not face hurdles.

"Trade, not aid' - Rao's 1991 reforms speech

that changed India's economic landscape

India must kill terrorists 

“Malhar certification” will be in countering Halal

India’s rise has not gone well

with certain vested interests

Semiconductor Ecosystem: A

Silent Revolution in India’s

High-Tech Manufacturing
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