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Lucknow

On the second day of the
Uttar Pradesh
Legislative Assembly's
winter session, while the
opposition cornered the
government over cough
syrup containing
codeine, CM Yogi
Adityanath himself took
charge to respond and
explained what action
was being taken in the
matter. Without naming
them, he targeted SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav

and Rahul Gandhi. The
SP chief also retaliated.
The Chief Minister said
that there are two exam-
ples in the country. One

sits in Delhi and the
other in Lucknow. When
there is any discussion in
the country, they flee the
country. I think the same

thing is happening with
your "Babua" (a term
often used to refer to
Akhilesh Yadav). He too
will go on a pleasure trip
to England, and you peo-
ple will keep shouting
here. He said that when
difficult times come in
the country, those in
Delhi and Patna go
abroad. The same will
happen with your
"Babua."There are two
examples in the country,
one sits in Delhi and the
other in Lucknow.

New Delhi

The central government
has announced a change
in the base year for key
economic indicators.
The government will
release new series of
retail inflation and Gross
Domestic Product
(GDP) data from
February next year, and
the Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) data
from May. This infor-
mation will also be
shared with stakehold-
ers. The Ministry of
Statistics and

Programme announced
on Monday that the new
series of key macroeco-
nomic data related to
retail inflation, national
accounts, and the Index
of Industrial Production
will be released next
year with a revised base
year. The ministry stated

that a consultative work-
shop on the change in
the base year for Gross
Domestic Product
(GDP), Consumer Price
Index (CPI), and Index
of Industrial Production
(IIP) will be held on
December 23 at Bharat
Mandapam in New
Delhi. A first workshop
was held in Mumbai on
November 26. This
workshop will see the
participation of eminent
economists, experts
from financial institu-
tions and the banking
sector.

Lucknow

The Yogi Adityanath
government of Uttar
Pradesh presented a
supplementary budget
of ?24,496.98 crore for

the financial year
2025-26 during the
winter session of the
Legislative Assembly
on Monday. Presenting
the budget, Finance
Minister Suresh

Khanna said that this
supplementary budget
has been brought to
maintain the continuity
of development in the
state, provide addition-
al resources .

New Delhi

Delhi Environment
Minister Manjinder
Singh Sirsa stated that a
comprehensive cam-
paign has been launched
today to immediately
seal units violating

GRAP-4 and causing
pollution. Sirsa stated at
a press conference at the
Delhi Secretariat on
Monday that all
Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) Deputy
Commissioners, in col-
laboration with the

Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC),
have initiated the seal-
ing process against
unauthorized industries
from today. Under this
comprehensive cam-
paign, all polluting units
will be sealed. The

Delhi government is
rapidly implementing a
multi-pronged strategy
to reduce air pollution
in the capital. The posi-
tive effects of the strin-
gent GRAP-4 provi-
sions., which have been
in effect for the past

four days, are now visi-
ble on the ground, with
improvements in air
quality being recorded.
He stated that since the
implementation of the
"No PUC, No Fuel"
rule, over 200,000 vehi-
cles have been tested.

New Delhi

The Delhi High Court
has issued notices to
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi on a petition
filed by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) in the
money laundering case
related to the National
Herald. The ED has
challenged the trial
court's order refusing to
take cognizance of the
charge sheet. The High
Court has ordered the
next hearing of the case
on March 12, 2026.
Earlier, on December 16,
the Rouse Avenue Court
had refused to take cog-
nizance of the ED's
charge sheet against
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi. The Rouse
Avenue Court had stated
that cognizance of the
ED's charge sheet could
not be taken based on a

private complaint.The
ED has challenged this
order of the trial court in
the High Court.
Additional Solicitor
General (ASG) SV Raju
had opposed the Gandhi
family's argument that
they had no control over
Associated Journals
Limited (AJL). He said
that AJL was originally
the publisher of the
National Herald.In this
case, Rahul Gandhi's
lawyer RS ??Cheema
had said that the
Congress did not try to

sell AJL, but wanted to
save the institution
because it was part of the
freedom movement.
Cheema had asked why
the ED was not showing
the Memorandum of
Association of AJL. 

AJL was
founded in 1937 by
Jawaharlal Nehru, JB
Kripalani, Rafi Ahmed
Kidwai, and other
Congress leaders.
Cheema had said that the
Memorandum of
Association of AJL
states that all its policies. 

New Delhi

India's trade diplomacy
is currently moving at a
rapid pace. On one
hand, negotiations for a
major trade deal with
the United States are
progressing quickly. On
the other hand, India has
successfully finalized a
Free Trade Agreement
with New Zealand.
Union Minister of

Commerce and Industry
Piyush Goyal expressed
strong confidence in the
India-New Zealand Free
Trade Agreement. He

said that this agreement
will not be limited to
trade figures alone, but
will also have a positive
impact on the lives of

ordinary people. Under
this agreement, New
Zealand has committed
to investing approxi-
mately $20 billion in
India over the next 15
years. This investment
will be made in manu-
facturing, infrastructure,
service sectors, and
i n n o v a t i o n - r e l a t e d
fields.Union Minister
Piyush Goyal said at a
press conference on

Monday that after the
implementation of the
India-New Zealand Free
Trade Agreement,
Indian exports will ben-
efit from zero duty. This
will directly benefit
farmers, MSMEs,
employees, artisans,
women-led industries,
and youth, as well as
labor-intensive indus-
tries such as textiles,
apparel, leather.

Pune
Union Minister for Road
Transport and Highways
Nitin Gadkari said on
Monday at an event held
at IIT Bombay that
knowledge is the most
powerful weapon to
make India a $5 trillion
economy and the
world's third-largest
economic power. He
emphasized that the
future of any country
depends on its future
technologies. IITs are 

Knowledge is the
biggest weapon

for a five trillion
dollar economy:

Gadkari

New Delhi

The Ministry of Railways
announced an increase in train
ticket prices on Sunday, after
which the opposition strongly
criticized the central govern-
ment. Congress National
President Mallikarjun Kharge
accused the Modi government
of looting the common peo-

ple. On Monday, he said that
the government has increased
train fares for the second time
in a year, and this increase has
been made just before the
Union Budget. In a post on
the social media platform X,
Kharge wrote that the condi-
tion of the railways has deteri-
orated during the Modi gov-
ernment's tenure. He also

emphasized that the abolition
of the separate railway budget
has led to a lack of accounta-
bility. The Ministry of
Railways announced an
increase in train ticket prices.
According to the new rules,
the fare has been increased by
1 paisa per kilometer for jour-
neys exceeding 215 kilome-
ters in the ordinary class.

The increase in train fares has

angered the opposition

The Yogi government presented a sup-

plementary budget of 24,496.98 crore

National Herald: Notice to
Sonia-Rahul on ED's plea

The free trade deal between India-New Zealand will benefit farmers

Retail inflation, GDP, and production

figures will see changes next year

A campaign has been launched in Delhi to seal polluting units

There are two examples within the country, one

sits in Delhi and the other in Lucknow: Yogi

New Delhi

The case related to the
alleged weakening of
environmental protec-
tion measures safe-
guarding the Aravalli
range has once again
reached the Supreme
Court, with environ-
mental activist and
lawyer Hitendra
Gandhi writing to
Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant to review
the "100-meter test"
rule.No hill forests
below 100
metersEnvironmentalist
s concerned about
Aravalli protectionA
recent Supreme Court
judgment has sparked a
debate among environ-
mentalists and the gen-
eral public regarding
the Aravalli hills. This
judgment, being called

the '100-meter judg-
ment', clarifies that
hills less than 100
meters in height in the
Aravalli region cannot
be automatically classi-
fied as 'forests'. Vijay
Benjwal and Neeraj
Srivastava, experts
from the 'Save Aravalli
Trust', have expressed
serious concerns about
this judgment. They
state that only two

peaks in Haryana are
above 100 meters – one
in Tosham (Bhiwani
district) and the other
in Madhopura
(Mahendragarh dis-
trict). The rest of the
area may now be out-
side the purview of
protection. They said
that this threatens the
entire ecosystem. The
Aravalli range prevents
dust from the Thar

Desert, recharges
groundwater, and main-
tains biodiversity. If
protection is weakened:
Dust and pollution will
increase (the problem
is already severe in
Delhi).

Will the Supreme Court hear
the Aravalli case again?

New Delhi

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar met
with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah here on
Monday.Union
Minister of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry
and Dairying Lalan
Singh and Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister
Samrat Choudhary
were also present dur-
ing the meeting. After
the meeting, Samrat
Choudhary wrote on
X that after the
resounding mandate

for the National
Democratic Alliance
in Bihar, Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar
met with Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi in New Delhi
today. He said that
under Prime Minister
Modi's guidance and
leadership, the coun-
try and Bihar are con-
tinuously progressing.
Valuable guidance
was also received on
the goals of a devel-
oped Bihar. Earlier,
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar also met with
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah here.

The issue of protecting the Aravalli range has reached the Supreme Court

Nitish Kumar met
with Modi and Shah

Cold wave grips

Delhi to Bihar, two

die due to cold in

Uttar Pradesh

New Delhi
The entire North India is
currently in the grip of a
severe cold wave.
Temperatures are contin-
uously dropping from the
hilly regions to the
plains. Continuous snow-
fall in the mountains has
intensified the chill in the
plains as well. Dense fog
blanketed several states
on Monday, including
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, and
Rajasthan, causing con-
siderable inconvenience
to people. Uttar Pradesh
is also experiencing the
brunt of the cold wave
and biting cold. There are
reports of a farmer and a
young man dying due to
the cold in Banda.
Meanwhile, road, rail,
and air traffic have been
severely affected due to
the fog. On Monday, fog
covered more than 40
districts of the state,
including Kanpur,
Barabanki, Ayodhya, and
Lucknow.Biting cold
grips DelhiThe national
capital Delhi experienced
a sharp drop in tempera-
ture on Monday morning.
People felt the biting
cold. In many places,
people were seen warm-
ing themselves around
bonfires on the roadside.
While dense fog was not
visible on Monday, the
temperature is continu-
ously dropping due to the
wind. 

New Delhi: The
US-China trade war
took a sharper turn
this week, with US
Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent accus-
ing Chinese
President Xi
Jinping’s regime of
making "provoca-
tive," economic
moves after Beijing
tightened export
controls on rare
earth minerals.
Speaking to Fox
Business on
Monday, Bessent
said the move was a
direct challenge to
the global economy,
"This is China ver-
sus the rest of the
world. They
announced these
export controls that
are going to go into
effect next month,
and we have aggres-
sively pushed back
against them. We're
not sure where this
came from.

US calls India

key ally in

'China vs world'

During the British era,
Delhi was made the cap-
ital because it was bor-
dered by the Aravalli
Range on one side and
the Yamuna River on the
other, which maintained
a natural balance. This
environmental advan-
tage was the main rea-
son for shifting the capi-
tal from Kolkata to
Delhi. 

Aravalli: Why is

its environmental

balance impor-

tant for Delhi?
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Lucknow

On Monday, the second day of the ongoing win-
ter session of the Uttar Pradesh Legislative
Assembly at the Vidhan Bhavan in Lucknow
Industrial Development Minister Nand Gopal
Gupta Nandi presented the Uttar Pradesh Ease of
Doing Business (Amendment of Provisions) Act,
2025 to the House.Minister Nandi stated that
during the past eight years, under the guidance
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the leader-
ship of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, the dou-
ble-engine government words and actions have
been consistent. Intentions and policies have
been consistent. Decisions and execution have
been consistent. Ease of doing business and an
industry-friendly ecosystem have been our com-
mitment since day one. We have achieved the
desired results in this direction through concrete
and effective decisions from time to
time.Continuing this trend, the Uttar Pradesh
Sugamya Vyapar ( Act, 2025 is a historic step
towards industrial development and investment
promotion in the state. It is a relevant amend-
ment that provides a new impetus to investor
trust and confidence.The Government of India
has initiated the decriminalization of offenses in
42 Central Acts under the Public Trust
(Amendment of Provisions) Act, 2023. 
In this vein, various states (Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Tripura, Haryana,
Odisha, Uttarakhand and Karnataka) have passed
Public Trust Acts in their respective states, mak-
ing the penal provisions logical and business-
friendly.Under the leadership of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, our government has made gov-
ernance more just, practical and accessible for
businesses and citizens in the state by eliminat-
ing criminal penalties for minor errors. 
This Act promotes ease of doing business as well
as ease of living.This is an important step
towards trust-based governance.The Uttar
Pradesh Facilitative Trade.

Minister Nandi presented the

UP Ease of Doing Business

(Amendment of Provisions)

Act, 2025 to the House

Moradabad

On Monday, the sec-
ond day of the Aam
Aadmi Party "Save
Vote, Save
Constitution" march
the struggle and pub-
lic support seemed to
strengthen. Led by
senior Aam Aadmi
Party leader Uttar
Pradesh in-charge and
MP Sanjay Singh the
six-day march began
Monday morning
from J.R. Palace near
Ambedkar Park in
front of the CRPF,
Moradabad Road
Rampur. As the march
reached Dalpatpur in
Moradabad the people
of Moradabad gave
Sanjay Singh a rous-
ing welcome. Upon
entering Moradabad
the march received
overwhelming public
support wherever it
passed. 
This march is a cam-
paign to raise aware-
ness among the public
against the BJP
attempt to steal votes

in Uttar Pradesh in the
name of SIR deleting
names from voter
lists, depriving the
poor, Dalits, backward
classes and minorities
of their right to vote
and weakening the
Constitution.During
the march Sanjay
Singh stated that
preparations are
underway to disrupt
the democratic
process by making
large-scale irregulari-
ties in the voter lists
before the elections in
Uttar Pradesh. Sanjay
Singh stated that vot-
ing is not just a right
but the greatest power
of the people and SIR
is being used as a
weapon to weaken
this power. He clari-
fied that the Aam

Aadmi Party will
expose this conspiracy
in every district, every
village and every
neighborhood. AAP
MP Sanjay Singh stat-
ed that this fight is not
against any one elec-
tion or any one gov-
ernment, but to pro-
tect the democratic
rights of future gener-
ations. He said that if
the attack on the vote
succeeds today the
voice of the people
will be suppressed
forever tomorrow.
Therefore the Aam

Aadmi Party is
empowering the pub-
lic to lead this fight,
ensuring that no gov-
ernment can tamper
with the Constitution
and the right to vote.
Sanjay Singh stated
that the country is
currently engaged in a
politics of distraction
from serious issues.
The politics of hatred

and fear are being
promoted by avoiding
issues such as unem-
ployment.

Prayagraj: Additional Police
Commissioner
(Headquarters) N. Kolanchi,
Honorable Mayor Ganesh
Prasad Keserwani, and
Additional District
Magistrate (City) Satyam
Mishra concluded the seven-
day Civil Defence training
session by distributing train-
ing certificates. A total of 360
participant volunteers from
Civil Defence Prayagraj par-
ticipated in the training pro-
gram. The guests of honor
encouraged them by present-
ing training photographs, cer-
tificates, and training module
bags. The first session was
inaugurated by City
Magistrate Vinod Kumar
Singh by lighting the lamp.
As is customary every day,
the session began with the
national songs "Itni Shakti
Hamein Dena Data" and
"Vande Mataram."
Following this, the City
Magistrate enlightened the
volunteers on various social
responsibilities on the topic
of "The Path of Life" and
conveyed a message of envi-
ronmental and wildlife con-
servation through a short
film. In the second session,
the Mayor, in his address,
highly praised the work of
the Civil Defence volunteers
and emphasized the impor-
tance of the training session,
stating that they are the

guides of society and will
provide full support during
the upcoming Magh Mela,
similar to the Mahakumbh.
He added that this training is
essential for their social
upliftment and will make
them efficient guides.
Additional Police
Commissioner and Inspector
General of Police
Headquarters N. Kolanchi, in
his address during the train-
ing session, said that if each
of the 360 ??trained members
connects with 5 other people,
the number will reach thou-
sands. He emphasized that
this training would be
extremely important for intel-
ligence gathering, crowd con-
trol, crowd management, and
public cooperation. He then
distributed training certifi-
cates to the senior members.
Following this, Additional
District Magistrate (City)
Satyam Mishra, in his
address, said that the seven-
day Civil Defence training,
from the first day to the con-
cluding session, will certainly

contribute to their capacity
building and character devel-
opment, the direct benefit of
which will be received by
society. He then distributed
training modules and training
certificates to all the remain-
ing participants after the
examination and feedback
session. The guests were wel-
comed with mementos and
shawls by Chief Warden Anil
Kumar, and the vote of
thanks was given by Deputy
Chief Warden Sanjeev
Kumar Bajpai and Senior
Assistant Deputy Controller
Rakesh Kumar Tiwari. The
program was conducted by
Deputy Controller Neeraj
Mishra and Raunak Gupta,
Divisional Warden (City). At
the conclusion of the training
session, the Additional
District Magistrate (City)
presented mementos to the
Deputy Controller, Senior
Assistant Deputy Controller,
and Chief Warden, and
extended his best wishes for
the successful conduct of the
training session.

Lucknow

Participating in a special discussion organized in the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly to mark the 150th anniver-
sary of Vande Mataram, Kapil Dev Aggarwal
Minister of State (Independent Charge) for
Vocational Education, Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship said that the fact that the great
national anthem of Vande Mataram is being dis-
cussed in detail for the first time in the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly after Parliament is a historic and
proud moment for the state. He said that Vande
Mataram is not just a mere recitation of words, but a
living symbol of the spirit of dedication, struggle
and sacrifice for the country.Minister Aggarwal said
that during the freedom struggle, even when the
British tortured the revolutionaries, they never
ceased to chant "Vande Mataram." They were
whipped on the back, but this flame of patriotism
kept them from bowing down.Minister Kapil Dev
Aggarwal expressed gratitude to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for giving special national impor-
tance to the 150th anniversary of Vande Mataram,
stating that it is not merely a remembrance but a
pledge to promote the spirit of dedication and strug-
gle for the country among the new generation, youth
and girls. He said that when the Prime Minister trav-
els abroad and Vande Mataram resonates before the
entire world, India respect is further elevated global-
ly.Minister Agarwal stated that whether it is the G-
20 presidency, historic decisions in Jammu and
Kashmir, the construction of the Ram Temple after
500 years reforms related to women safety or the
courage of the country armed forces against terror-
ism, the spirit of Vande Mataram is inherent in all
these achievements. He said that this mantra binds
the soul of India together from north to south, east
to west from oceans to rivers from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari.

Kaushambi: On December 16th,
under the Charwa police station area,
unknown persons on a two-wheeler
robbed a man near Shivprayag Garden
in the morning (taking Rs. 5000, a
mobile phone, etc.).  Also on
December 16th, 2025, under the Pipri
police station, two separate robbery
incidents were committed by unknown
persons on motorcycles. Teams were
formed for the successful investigation
of these incidents and the arrest of the
accused. These teams collected evi-
dence, including CCTV footage and
surveillance data, and used informants
to conduct raids on suspected individu-
als and those suspected of the rob-
beries.  Checkpoints were also set up at
various sensitive locations. In this
sequence, in the early hours of
December 22nd, 2025, the in-charge of
the Chayal outpost, who was conduct-
ing checking in Manouri town,
informed the Pipri Station House
Officer that five unknown persons on
three motorcycles, who appeared sus-
picious, were speeding away from the

checkpoint towards Chayal town.
Upon receiving the information, the
Pipri Station House Officer and the
SOG in-charge, along with their teams,
proceeded towards Chayal town.  The
unknown persons on the three motor-
cycles, seeing the police, turned their
motorcycles around and tried to
escape. The police team pursued them,
and the Chayal outpost in-charge,
along with his force, also attempted to
apprehend the motorcyclists from the
opposite direction. Seeing themselves
surrounded, they fled towards the road
connecting Chayal to Charwa. The
police team informed the Charwa

mobile patrol via wireless, and the
Charwa Station House Officer, along
with his team, also set up a cordon to
apprehend the motorcyclists.
Subsequently, near Guguwa Ka Bagh,
the five unknown persons on the three
motorcycles were surrounded by the
police teams from both sides. One of
the accused abandoned his motorcycle
and fled, while the other four motorcy-
clists were apprehended by the police
team. The fleeing accused was pursued
by the Station House Officer of Pipri
and the SOG in-charge along with their
team. While fleeing, the accused fired
at the police team with the intention of

killing them. The police team, while
protecting themselves, asked the
accused to surrender, but the accused
again fired at the police team with the
intention of killing them. In response,
the police team fired in self-defense,
and one bullet struck the leg of the
fleeing criminal, causing him to fall to
the ground injured. Upon questioning,
the accused identified themselves as
Sachin son of Ram Bahadur, resident
of Ratgaha, Charwa police station;
Sonu alias Abhishek Kumar son of
Kamlesh Pasi, resident of Bhagalpur
Mundera, Dhumanganj, Prayagraj;
Sujal alias Shreyjal Bhartiya son of
Kamlesh Bhartiya, resident of Chakia,
Prayagraj; Ankit Pasi son of Surendra
Pasi, resident of Chakia, Prayagraj
(injured in the encounter); and Babu
Rider alias Omi Pasi son of Jhulur
Pasi, resident of Chakia, Prayagraj.
Three motorcycles, 11 mobile phones,
Rs. 5200 in cash, two illegal pistols,
two live cartridges, and two spent car-
tridges were recovered from the pos-
session of the accused.

Lucknow

During the winter session
of the Uttar Pradesh
Legislative Assembly,
Urban Development and
Energy Minister A.K
Sharma today, while
replying to the questions
raised by Members in the
Legislative Council, clear-
ly placed the government
position before the House.
During this time, several
Members expressed their
gratitude to the Urban
Development Department
and Sharma for the com-
pletion of works in their
respective areas.Replying
to a question related to the
deceased dependent quota

under the Directorate of
Urban Local Bodies
Sharma stated that, after
receiving advice from the
Personnel Department,
through order number
dated 22 July 2025 issued
by the Executive Officer,

Nagar Panchayat Chauri
Chaura, District
Gorakhpur, Kumari Sneha
Singh (daughter of
Girjanand Singh) the elder
unmarried sister of the late
Kumari Ambika Singh,
has been appointed .

Bharwari

Dharamveer, the doyen
of Kaushambi district poli-
tics and a beloved leader,
remains alive in the hearts
of the people of
Kaushambi. On the 41st
death anniversary of for-
mer Union Minister
Dharamveer, on December
22, 2025, at the statue of
the late Dharamveer at
Transport Nagar Chowk,
Mundera, Prayagraj, hun-
dreds of people offered
floral tributes and paid
their respects after a havan
(fire ritual) and puja (wor-
ship). They remembered
his contributions. A havan
and puja were performed
according to Vedic rituals
on his death anniversary.
This event served as an
opportunity to remember
his great struggles and
social contributions.
Leaders and supporters
from various political par-
ties participated in the trib-
ute program. It is notewor-
thy that Dharamveer
served as the former
Home Minister of Uttar
Pradesh and the Labour
Minister in the central
government, and made
significant and remarkable
contributions to the poli-
tics of the state and the
country during the seven-
ties and eighties. Hundreds
of supporters offered floral

tributes at his statue at
Transport Nagar Chowk.
Family members and sup-
porters paid their respects.
Dharamveer was a symbol
of the upliftment of the
underprivileged classes,
who fought for social
equality. Such events are
organized annually in his
memory. Radheshyam
Arya, a scholar of Arya
Samaj, conducted the
havan. The Dharamveer
Social Foundation also
distributed blankets to
hundreds of poor and
needy people. The pro-
gram was attended by for-
mer MP Shailendra
Kumar, Shishu Jaiswal,
former MLA Satyaveer
Munna, former
Superintendent of Police
L.P. Bhaskar, S.P. Singh,
senior leader Moinuddin,
Ram Bhajan Tripathi, SP
leader Jonty Yadav,
Praveen Kesharwani, Raju
Saxena, journalist Thakur
Ashok Singh, Man Singh
Patel, Man Singh Yadav,
Majid Bhai, Bhola Nath

Yadav, business leader
Dinesh Kesharwani,
Shankar Lal Kushwaha,
Rajiv Paswan, Arshad
Jani, Jansatta Dal leader
Irfan Ahmed, Kaleem
Khan, Raju Kasenda,
Naseem Bhai, Neeraj
Gupta, Shambhulal
Kesharwani, Bhaiyaram
Saroj, Shivsharan Kanojia,
Anand Arya, Pramod
Arya, Dinesh Arya, Anant
Yadav, Buddha Lal Pasi,
Shashwat Arya, Suryaveer
Arya, Subhash Yadav
from Sorav, Kisan Yadav,
Deshraj Gautam, Sanu
Warsi, Arvind Srivastava,
Asif Abbasi, Sharad
Gautam, Shivshankar
Saroj, Advocate Pramod
Saroj, Santosh Kanojia,
Janardan Tripathi,
Ramkhilawan Saroj,
Avnish Prajapati,
Rajkumar Vishwakarma,
Annu Sahu, Dhakad Pasi,
Om Prakash Pasi,
Mahendra Behal, Manoj
Hela, and other leaders
and social workers from
SP, BJP, Jansatta Dal.

Kaushambi: The BJP has
removed Mahatma
Gandhi's name from the
MNREGA scheme, which
provides employment to
laborers, causing outrage
in the Congress party
across the country. The
question arises whether
changing the name of the
MNREGA scheme, which
was named after
Mahatma Gandhi, will
provide more work to the
laborers or turn them into
Ambani or Adani. But the
BJP did not think about
this and removed
Mahatma Gandhi's name
from the MNREGA
scheme. If changing
names brings about
change in the system,
then the BJP should
change the month of
December to April so that
the cold disappears and
crores of people in the
country get relief from
the cold. On Monday,
hundreds of Congress
leaders marched from the
office of District Vice
President Mohammad
Akram in Bharwari to
Bharwari station, protest-
ing against the change of
name of MNREGA with
photographs of Mahatma
Gandhi. On this occasion,
District President Gaurav
Pandey said that this gov-
ernment only changes

names and distracts the
attention of the country's
people from the real
issues. Today, inflation
and unemployment are at
their peak in the country,
but the government has
no answer for this! After
this, State Secretary and
District Convenor Rajesh
Sahni said that Mahatma
Gandhi is present in
every particle of the
country; changing the
name of the scheme can-
not tarnish Bapu's image!
District Vice President
Mohammad Akram said
that the current govern-
ment can only change
names, but the country
can never forget Bapu's
sacrifice. Bapu made a
valuable contribution to
the country's independ-
ence. Subsequently,
District Vice President
Ram Surat Raidas said
that changing the name of
MNREGA will not make
the country forget the
contributions of Mahatma
Gandhi. 

Bapu was always revered
and will always remain
so.  Those present at the
program included District
Vice Presidents
Mohammad Akram,
Alkama Usmani, Ram
Surat Raidas, District
General Secretaries
Surendra Shukla, Raj
Bahadur Chaudhary, Seva
Dal District President
Jamshed Ahmed, Block
President Ramesh Yadav,
Secretaries Indrapal,
Ramdas Gautam, Chhote
Lal, Mohammad Mizan,
Tabrez Ahmed, Social
Media District President
Sachin Pandey,
Mohammad Shariq,
Ramesh Kumar,
Dhirendra Kumar, Karar
Ahmed, Mohammad
Aslam, Mohammad
Anees, Irshad Ahmed,
Kaushar Ali, Mohammad
Siraj, Ward Presidents
Wajid Zameer, Sufiyan
Ahmed, Deepak Sharma,
Raj Rahul Yadav, Sanjay
Patel, and hundreds of
other workers.

Members thanked Minister
Sharma for completion of
Works in several matters

The spirit of Vande Mataram has
brought glory to India on the
world stage: Minister Kapil 

The voice of the people will
also not be safe: Sanjay Singh

Removing Gandhi's name from the

MNREGA scheme won't turn labor-

ers into Adani or Ambani: Congress

Former Union Minister was a
symbol of struggle and socio-polit-

ical integrity and awareness

Five accused arrested during a police encounter, solving

robbery incidents under Pipri and Charwa police stations

Trained and skilled Civil Defence
volunteers will assist people 

selflessly in all situations
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Ghazipur. The Bahariyabad police team of the
district recovered 17 missing mobile
phones.Under the able guidance and supervision
of the Superintendent of Police, Additional
Superintendent of Police (City), and Circle
Officer Saidpur, the Bahariyabad police and the
CCTNS team recovered a total of 17
missing/lost mobile phones (estimated value
approximately Rs. 2,61,000).It is noteworthy that
the owners of the lost/missing mobile phones
had previously filed applications on the CEIR
portal on various dates regarding the loss of their
mobile phones.  Following these applications,
the Bahariyabad police team, through continuous
efforts, recovered 17 missing/lost mobile phones
and handed them over to the owners today,
December 22, 2025. The mobile phone owners
expressed their happiness and praised the police.
The police team involved in the recovery includ-
ed the Station House Officer of Bahariyabad
along with the CCTNS team. 

Police Recover 17 Missing
Mobile Phones, Hand Them

Over to Owners

Tharwai 

The police took cog-
nizance of the major
theft case that
occurred in Tharwai
and were engaged in
the investigation. On
Monday, taking notice
of the incident, DCP
Ganganagar Kuldeep
Singh Gunawat, ACP
Tharwai Arun
Parashar, and joint
teams of the SOG
arrived at the scene

and were involved in
investigating the case

from every angle.
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Prayagraj: A meeting was
held on Monday at the
Sangam Auditorium, chaired
by District Magistrate
Manish Kumar Verma, in
the presence of representa-
tives of recognized national
and state political parties,
regarding the special inten-
sive revision program of the
electoral rolls for the assem-
bly constituencies. In the
meeting, the District
Magistrate provided detailed
information to the represen-
tatives of the national and
state political parties about
the progress and activities of
the re-verification and map-
ping of ASD (Absent,
Shifted, or Deceased) voters
under the special intensive
revision. The District
Magistrate said that the
ASD list of voters prepared
by the BLOs (Booth Level
Officers) has been shared
with all of you. If any per-
son has been mistakenly
included in the ASD list,
their name can be removed
until December 26th; other-
wise, the name of the con-
cerned voter will not be
included in the draft publi-
cation list. Therefore, you
are requested to ensure that
your appointed BLAs work

with full dedication and
cooperate with the BLOs so
that no eligible voter is left
out.The District Magistrate
informed that the ASD list
prepared by the BLOs, iden-
tifying deceased, completely
shifted, duplicate/already
enrolled, absent, and other
voters, has been shared with
the BLAs appointed by all
political parties and has also
been pasted at all polling
booths. The list of ASD vot-
ers prepared in a polling sta-
tion-wise searchable format
has also been uploaded on
the Prayagraj district web-
site, where the general pub-
lic can check their names in
the ASD list. If a person's
name has been wrongly
marked in the ASD list by
the BLO, they can contact
the concerned BLO or ERO
(Electoral Registration
Officer) to get their name

removed. The District
Magistrate stated in the
meeting that special focus is
currently being placed on
finding and verifying ASD
voters. He requested all vot-
ers to go to their respective
polling booths and check
their names in the ASD list.
If their name has been mis-
takenly included in the ASD
list, they should get it
removed. He informed that
the mapping work of a total
of 30,31,144 (86.15 percent)
voters, according to digitiza-
tion, has been completed by
2:00 PM on December
22nd. In the meeting, the
District Magistrate informed
that the option to download
the Hindi translated list of
ASD category voters with
complete details has been
made available on the
Election Commission of
India's ECI Net portal.

Police arrest two wanted
individuals in connection
with a POCSO Act case

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Ghazipur. The Kasimabad police team of the
district arrested two wanted accused in connec-
tion with case number 469/2025 under sections
123/78/351(3) BNS, 67 IT Act, and 7/8 POCSO
Act.As part of the ongoing campaign against
crime and criminals, on December 22, 2025, the
Station House Officer of Kasimabad along with
his team arrested the wanted accused 1. Mohd.
Asif son of Abdul Majeed and 2. Aneesh Ahmed
son of Nafeesh Ahmed, residents of Gangauli,
Kasimabad police station, Ghazipur district,
from Zahurabad Mod Mubarakpur Chatti.
Further legal action is being taken against the
arrested accused. The police team that made the
arrest included the Station House Officer of
Kasimabad police station and his team. 

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Utraon. A 16-year-old
girl allegedly died due to
wrong treatment in the

Utraon police station area
of ??Prayagraj district.
The family has leveled
serious allegations
against the doctor of Jan
Seva Hospital located in

Mohanganj Mugarsan. A
complaint has been regis-
tered on the Chief
Minister's portal in this
regard.Anjali, daughter of
Santlal alias Pattar
Harijan, a resident of
Purushottampur village,
suddenly fell ill on
December 19. 

Her family took
her to Jan Seva Hospital
in Mohanganj Mugarsan,
where the doctors admit-

ted her.The family alleges
that after admitting her to
the hospital, the doctors
demanded money for the
test reports.

After paying the
money, when the reports
came, the doctor started
treatment based on the
report of another patient
named 'Khushboo'
instead of Anjali's. Due to
the wrong treatment,
Anjali's condition sud-

denly worsened and
became critical. After
this, the doctor suggested
referring her to another
hospital. Santlal immedi-
ately rushed his daughter
to the district hospital,
where doctors declared
her dead. Anjali's body
has been buried at
Leelapur Ghat. The
deceased's father, Santlal,
has registered a com-
plaint on the Chief
Minister's portal regard-
ing this matter. The
police are now investigat-
ing the case and ques-
tioning the hospital man-
agement. Anjali was the
youngest of her parents'
two daughters and four
brothers.
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Ghazipur. A two-day special
training program was
launched in the auditorium of
the Mohammadabad Block
Development Complex in the
district, with the objective of
making Gram Panchayats
economically strong and self-
reliant. This training is being
held from December 22 to
23, 2025, with special
emphasis on increasing the
Gram Panchayats' own
sources of income. The train-
ing program was organized
under the guidance of the
Deputy Director (Panchayat),
Varanasi Division, Varanasi.
All Gram Panchayat
Secretaries and Panchayat
Assistants from the develop-
ment block area participated
in it. The program was jointly
inaugurated by Block Head
Awadhesh Rai, Block
Development Officer
Yashwant Kumar Rao, ADO
Panchayat Ashok Kumar, and
Senior Faculty Sunil Singh of
DPRC Chandauli by lighting
the lamp. Addressing the
inaugural session, Block
Head Awadhesh Rai said that
better utilization of local
resources is essential for the
economic strengthening of

Gram Panchayats. 
He suggested that

buildings managed by the
panchayat should be identi-
fied, repaired, and put to use
to generate regular
income.He also said that rev-
enue can be increased by
preparing and selling organic
manure from the cow dung
available in cowsheds. In
addition, income can be
increased by providing more
services to citizens at the
CSCs (Common Service

Centers) operating in the
Panchayat Secretariats.
Panchayats can develop new
sources of income by system-
atically managing fairs, mar-
kets, and other local events.

During the training ses-
sion, trainers Shashi Kumar,
Radheshyam, and Sunil
Singh provided detailed
information to the partici-
pants about the concept of
OSR (Own Source Revenue),
its necessity, and legal and
administrative provisions. 

16-Year-Old Girl Dies Due to Doctor's Negligence,
Family Accuses Hospital Management

Akhand Bharat
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Prayagraj: Chandan
Soni, a resident of
Majhua village in the
Karchhana police sta-
tion area, owns a jew-
elry shop on the
Bhirpur highway. On
Monday evening, after
closing his shop,
Chandan Soni was
going home on his
motorcycle when mis-
creants lying in wait
near the Ghodedih
canal bridge shot and
injured him with a pis-
tol.  Chandan fell to
the ground along with
his motorcycle after
being shot. Taking
advantage of the situa- tion, the motorcycle- borne miscreants

snatched the bag con-
taining jewelry from
Chandan Soni's vehicle
and fled. According to
the victim, the bag
contained two kilo-
grams of silver jewelry
and some cash, which
the miscreants stole.

Hearing the gunshot, a
crowd of passersby
gathered on the road,
and the police were
informed. The incident,
which took place near
the Bhirpur reporting
outpost, left the police
stunned. The police

arrived at the scene, set
up roadblocks, and
launched a search for
the miscreants.  The
injured Chandan Soni
has been admitted to
the Karchhana
Community Health
Center for treatment. 

Jeweler shot by miscreants, bag full
of jewelry snatched; incident
occurred near police outpost

Ineligible Voters' Names Should

Not Be Included in the Electoral

Roll: District Magistrate

In the theft case that occurred in

Tharwai, a joint team of police and

SOG) was engaged in the investigation

A Step Towards Making Gram

Panchayats Self-Reliant: Two-Day

Special Training Begins
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Tharwai: Seven candidates
were arrested on Sunday
during the first shift of the
EMRS competitive exami-
nation for Hostel Warden
and Staff Nurse positions
for cheating using electron-
ic devices. The arrests were
made at Springer Public
School near Chakiya Ghat
in the Gangapur zone,
under the jurisdiction of
Tharwai police station. The
seven arrested individuals
include Manjeet Kumar son
of Amrit Lal, Ranjit Kumar
son of Jayaram, Sachin
Kumar Maurya son of Vijay
Bahadur Maurya, Satish
Kumar son of Ramchandra,
and three female candi-

dates. Seven Bluetooth
devices, seven SIM
devices, and seven SIM
cards were recovered from
their possession. They were
brought to the police sta-
tion. 

Tharwai Inspector Santosh
Kumar Pandey stated that
based on a complaint
received from the principal
of Springer Public School,
Neeraj Kumar Mishra, a
case was registered against

them, and they were sent to
jail. The police team
involved in the arrests
included Sub-Inspector
Jitendra Nath Singh,
Woman Sub-Inspector
Akanksha Dwivedi, and
other police personnel.
Assistant Commissioner of
Police Tharwai, Arun
Parashar, stated that neces-
sary legal action has been
taken against all seven can-
didates.

Lucknow
The New Okhla Industrial Development
Authority (Building Construction on Land
Transferred through Exchange) Rules 2025 were
approved on Monday at a Cabinet meeting
chaired by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.
Following the implementation of this new rule.

Approval granted to the New Okhla Industrial

Development Authority Rules 2025

Seven Candidates Arrested for
Cheating Using Bluetooth

Devices: Sent to Jail



Tuesday, 23 December, 2025 
Akhand Bharat SandeshEDITORIAL04

India needs to increase its
pace considerably to keep up
with China on the tech front.
Illustration by Shutterstock
There are multiple disruptions
that are taking place currently.
The Cold War did provide
some kind of stability, though
it witnessed multiple conflicts
wherein warring sides were
either supported by the US or
by the Soviet Union or Russia.
With the breakup of the
Soviet Union in 1991, the US
emerged as the sole super-
power, and its fragile stability
still continued. With China
undertaking major strides in
all domains, coupled with its
new-found ambition of
becoming the sole superpow-
er of the world, the interna-

tional narrative of dynamic
equilibrium is witnessing a
major change. With Chinese
incursions having entered
their fifth year in eastern
Ladakh, the Russia-Ukraine
war continuing in the third
year, and the Israel-Hamas
conflict continuing in the
eighth month, with no end in
sight for any of these conflicts,
global uncertainties continue.
As this emerging geopolitical
situation becomes more and
more fragile with every pass-
ing day, new political align-
ments are emerging. Russia-
China has already entered into
a ‘no limit’ friendship, with a
new alignment emerging in
the form of Russia-China-
North Korea-Iran. More

nations could join this
alliance, including Pakistan.
The balancing act expected
from India on the geo-political
front is an important chal-
lenge, but India has been
walking a tight rope efficiently
so far. India has also been
managing the economic
issues, including the chal-
lenges of the supply chain,
reasonably well in the nation-
al interest. The biggest chal-
lenge that is most disruptive
stems from technological dis-
ruption, which is more alarm-
ing as compared to geopoliti-
cal and geoeconomic disrup-
tions In fact, technological dis-
ruptions shape even geopolit-
ical and geoeconomic disrup-
tions. The Houthi attack in the

Red Sea using drones and mis-
siles resulted in the US and
some other NATO countries
mobilising their resources to
counter this threat.
Technology to be effective
need not result in high-end,
sophisticated weapons, but
low-end, cost-effective
weapons using simple tech-
nology are also potent tools
for the strategic impact that
happened consequent to this
attack by Houthis in the Red
Sea. Another technological
impact can be gauged from
the fact that Ukraine, with a
non-existent navy, has caused
asymmetric damage to
Russian vessels and has
become a headache for the
Russians in the Black Sea.

Author Umesh Upadhyay in his book, Western
Media: Narratives on India from Gandhi to
Modi, recalls “the summer of 1982”, when he
was in Canada. In July that year, Giani Zail Singh
was elected the seventh President of India. But
to his “utter surprise”, there was no mention of
India having a new president in the Canadian
newspapers. This despite the fact that Canada
had by then “a sizable Punjabi population, so
much so that some signage in certain areas was
in Gurmukhi. If you happened to travel by Air
Canada, there were announcements in
Punjabi”. Yet, the appointment of the first Sikh
President of India found no mention in
Canadian newspapers. Incidentally, one day,
Upadhyay found a news report about India in
the local Canadian newspapers. It was regarding
a bus accident in which some Hindu pilgrims
were killed. “A bus accident in India finds a place
in the international section of a Canadian news-
paper, but the world’s largest democracy get-
ting a new President — that too a Sikh — does-
n’t. Why is that?” This question bothered
Upadhyay for long, till he realised that “the
Western media’s coverage of developing coun-
tries like India is that it solely focuses on disas-
ters — man-made or natural. It creates a lop-
sided image of such countries as crisis-ridden
nations”. One understands the Western media’s
mindset from journalist Gerald Priestland’s arti-
cle, ‘With Nehru Around India’, for the BBC in
the 1950s. “There were times when I found
myself writing: ‘This country (India) is doomed;
if it does not starve to death or perish of the
plague, it will surely explode in bloody revolu-
tion.’” Nothing of the sort happened. India not
just evaded such nightmarish scenarios, but
also became a power to reckon with, economi-
cally as well as geostrategically. To add to it, the
country has decided, especially in the past 10
years, to consciously shun its Western colonial
hangovers. New India is today far more confi-
dent about itself, its cultural/civilisational iden-
tity, and of course its space in the world order.
This, however, is just half the story. The other
half is far more disconcerting. And this second
half has two altogether different facets. One,
the mainstream media in the West traditionally
acts as an extended arm of the government.
The Western media coverage of the Ukraine
war is a classic example. One can, therefore, see
an adverse media reportage or human rights
coverage in the American press just before the
United States is supposed to seek some eco-
nomic, commercial or diplomatic concessions
from India. The two act in tandem to secure
larger American interests. The second develop-
ment is as disconcerting for India as it is for the
United States. It’s the growing Qatari-Saudi-
Chinese money in the American media, think
tanks and academia. Millions of dollars have
been poured into American institutions, espe-
cially in the past two decades, thus creating a
class of people American in blood and colour,
but Qatari in taste, Chinese in opinions, and
Saudi in intellect. According to a 2022 study,
between 2001 and 2021, US higher education
institutions received $13 billion in funding from
foreign sources, of which Qatar alone con-
tributed $4.7 billion to dozens of American aca-
demic institutions, including Harvard. Similarly,
a US Education Department record shows that
Saudi Arabia contributed $650 million to
American universities between 2012 and 2018.
Saudi money went to all sorts of American uni-
versities: From the elite Harvard and Yale, to
public universities like Michigan and
Berkeley. As for Chinese money,
nearly 200 US colleges and uni-
versities held contracts with
Chinese businesses, valued at
$2.32 billion, 2012 and 2024,
according to a report pub-
lished in The Wall Street
Journal.

After December 16, 1971, no
date is as traumatic for the
Pakistan army as May 9,
2023. On the former day the
pride of the men in khaki was
humbled on the parade
ground in Dhaka when Lt
Gen AAK Niazi surrendered
to Lt Gen Jagjit Singh Arora.
On the latter, the supporters
of former prime minister and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf
(PTI) leader Imran Khan riot-
ed against the army in the
streets and cantonments of
the country. In the process
they destroyed monuments
dedicated to the army’s
revered martyrs, pillaged
corps commander Lahore’s
house, which is named after
the country’s founder,
Mohammed Ali Jinnah, and
also attacked other army
installations. By showing
such utter disrespect the
rioters outraged the army’s
image of itself as the final
protector of the people and
the country and its founda-
tional principles. No wonder
some army generals cried
out in anguish that what the
‘external’ enemy (obviously,
meaning India) had not been
able to accomplish had been
done by the country’s inter-
nal foes. The May 9 events
set the army chief, Gen Asim
Munir, squarely against
Imran Khan. That their rela-
tions were fractured was one
aspect of the issue. The
other was the inroads that
Khan had succeeded in mak-
ing in the army by invoking

the ‘gairat’ (pride) of some
officers and other ranks by
projecting that he was stand-
ing firm against the attempts
of foreign countries, espe-
cially the United States, at
interfering in Pakistan’s inter-
nal affairs. The fact that
some members of the armed
forces had given their ear
and more to Khan’s song was
unacceptable to the majority
of the force. This is because
the ethos of the army
demands that all officers and
men must be loyal to the
army chief and no one else
Munir and his supporting
generals and officers simply
could not afford to overlook
Khan’s inroads into the army,
for it would have impaired
the force’s discipline and
professionalism. And, they
could not allow a political
leader, howsoever popular,
to create splits in the force.
Hence, Munir acted decisive-
ly against many in its own
ranks, including the corps
commander, Lahore. He had

them court martialed and
dismissed. He opened a sec-
ond front against Khan
through other political forces
(the term ‘other political
forces’ has been deliberately
used for the Pakistan army is
both a professional and a
political force) and like-mind-
ed individuals in other insti-
tutions, including the judici-
ary, to ensure that Khan
remained incarcerated and
that the PTI was weakened.
The aim was to get it defeat-
ed in the elections to the
National Assembly and
reduce Imran Khan’s chal-
lenge to a nullity. Munir suc-
ceeded in these objectives
but not fully. As Pakistan
marked the anniversary of
May 9, it became clear that
the army and its fellow polit-
ical travelers have not suc-
ceeded in entirely rooting
out the Imran Khan chal-
lenge. The events of the last
few days and Munir’s long
statement of May 9 demon-
strates this fact. On May 7

Director-General of Inter
Services Public Relations
(ISPR) Major General Ahmed
Sharif addressed an over
two-hour long press confer-
ence. He vehemently, and
again and again condemned
those responsible for the
mayhem of May 9 last year.
This was a clear reference to
Imran Khan and the PTI
though Sharif carefully
avoided naming them.
During his fulminations he
slipped in the ‘message’ that
a dialogue with the PTI was
only possible if they apolo-
gised “publicly” to the
“nation” for their actions and
pledging to abandon their
anarchical approaches
adopted constructive politi-
cal positions. It is not surpris-
ing that the Pakistani media
underlined Sharif’s ‘mes-
sage’ for Khan and the PTI.
Imran Khan’s response to
this message was clear and
direct. When asked by
reporters, as he left a case
hearing in a court on May 8,
if he was willing to apologise
for the May 9 events, Khan
responded in the negative.
According to media reports
Khan stressed that he came
to know of May 9, 2023
events only when he attend-
ed the court proceedings in
the Pakistan Supreme Court
on that day. He also empha-
sised that he had already
condemned the violent inci-
dents. PTI’s Omar Ayub Khan
who is the current leader of
the opposition in the

Pakistan National Assembly
went further to call the
events of May 9 as a conspir-
acy against Khan. On May 8
evening Pakistan president
Asif Ali Zardari said “May 9,
2023 will always be remem-
bered as a dark day in
Pakistan’s history…”. Media
reports stated that he
stressed that the events of
that day had “tarnished”
Pakistan and had only
“served the interests” of the
country’s enemies. Prime
minister Shehbaz Sharif told
a special meeting of the cab-
inet on May 9 morning that
the aim of the May 9, 2023
events was to end democra-
cy in Pakistan, bury the con-
stitution and establish an
individual’s dictatorship.
While these reactions of the
current political leaders were
significant the most note-
worthy statement came from
army chief Asim Munir.
During a visit to the Lahore
Garrison on May 9, Munir
said that attempts were
being made through digital
platforms to create divisions
between the army and the
people. He characterised the
riots of May 9, 2023 as “crim-
inally orchestrated violence”
and that its plotters were
now trying to “twist the nar-
rative”. However, he added,
“there can be no compro-
mise or deal with the plan-
ners and architects of this
dark chapter in our history”.
He then went on to say “the
real leaders.

Author and columnist Swapan
Dasgupta has revealed that ‘The
New York Times’ approached him
in March this year for a “thought-
provoking essay on the appeal of
the PM’s BJP movement”.
Dasgupta sent his 1,500-word
essay to the NYT and was first
asked to incorporate “some of the
criticisms of Modi”, which he was
fine with. The essay, which was
sympathetic to Modi and had
elaborated on the shift in the
Indian establishment, was sent on
April 22, says Dasgupta. However,
after two days, he was told “it
looks as though we won’t move
forward with this. Sorry for that.”
Dogmatic consistency has been
the defining characteristic of the
overseas India-watchers’ percep-
tion of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Ten years ago, on April 10,
2014, in a feeble bid to influence
voting in the general election, a
clutch of notables including writer
Salman Rushdie, Harvard profes-
sor Homi Bhabha, artist Anish
Kapoor and others, published a
joint letter in a British newspaper
charging Modi with “failure of
moral character and political
ethics”. “Were he to be elected
prime minister,” they argued, “it
would bode ill for India’s future as
a country that cherishes the ideals
of inclusion and protection for all
its peoples and communities.”
Adding its voice to the panic, The
Economist suggested “it would be
wrong for a man who has thrived
on division to become prime min-
ister of a country as fissile as
India.” The experience of 10 years
at the helm and the very real pos-
sibility of voters granting him a
third term doesn’t appear to have
tempered the disquiet of the cus-
todians of Indian Enlightenment.
With opinion polls suggesting yet

another emphatic mandate for
the Bharatiya Janata Party, the
critics believe the one-sidedness
of the contest is due to Modi
“turning democracy into electoral
authoritarianism”. A Chatham
House this month report has
drawn attention to charges of
“authoritarianism by stealth
through controlling key levers of
power, including security services,
tax authorities and the media”. If
the June 4 results lead to the BJP
decimating the Rahul Gandhi-led
Congress yet again, it is likely that
Modi’s overseas critics will team
up with India’s Opposition to
question the legitimacy of the tri-
umph. Although such a challenge
will lack credence if the turnout is
good, the larger objective is to
sow doubts in the minds of busi-
ness leaders and political deci-
sion-makers about India’s success
story. Modi is the real target and
by tarring him with the brush of
autocracy, his critics hope to
envelop him in yet another murky
controversy. Their hope is that the
memories of an earlier saga when
the United States rescinded his
visa can be resurrected to damage
his global standing. The twinning
of the Western liberal establish-
ment’s concerns over India’s
“democratic backsliding” with the
opposition Congress party’s fight-
ing the polls on a similar platform
is significant. Since Modi assumed
charge in 2014, there has been a
silent revolution that has resulted
in the growing marginalisation
and irrelevance of the old elite
that inherited the country from
the British in 1947.
What is often described as the

Congress ecosystem loosely com-
prised Westernised and cosmo-
politan individuals and was influ-
enced by progressive.

Emmanuel Macron,
along with his wife
Brigitte Macron, hosted
Chinese President Xi
Jinping and his wife Peng
Liyuan at the Pyrenees
mountains, a place
where the French
President made regular
trips to see his grand-
mother as a child, on
Tuesday. A day before
this, on Monday, the
wife of the Chinese
President, on invitation,
visited the Orsay
Museum with the first
lady of France in Paris.
The two-day visit of the
Chinese President to
France was a part of Xi’s
Europe tour, which
includes Serbia and
Hungary as well, two
countries that have
maintained close ties
with Russia despite the
Ukraine war. Xi’s Europe
tour will conclude on
Friday.Xi’s France visit
saw the rolling of the red
carpet for the Chinese
President as he attended

the state dinner organ-
ised for him by Macron
at the Elysee Palace, as
the General Secretary of
the Chinese Communist
Party started his first trip
to Europe in five years.
The streets of Paris,
which were the Eden of
modern liberal views—
remember the French
R e v o l u t i o n — w e r e
donned with Chinese
and French flags, wel-
coming an ‘autocrat’ rul-
ing a regime no less
‘Robespierrian’. Yet pro-
testers wearing Tibetan
flags on their shoulders
took part in a demon-
stration in support of
members of the Tibetan
and Uighur communi-
ties, whose rights the
West claims to vehe-
mently advocate. The
visit marked 60 years of
diplomatic relations
between Paris and
Beijing, as France was
the first Western coun-
try to formally recognise
the People’s Republic of

China on January 27,
1964. To understand the
reasons behind this hos-
pitality, Macron’s recent
interview to the
Economist can be
referred to, in which the
French President called
the war in Ukraine an
existential threat to
Europe. Otherwise as
well, the President has
been considered among
the most ‘hawkish’ lead-
ers when it comes to the
security of the conti-
nent.Macron has been
advocating a more
‘independent’ security
policy for Europe mov-
ing out of the cross-
Atlantic approach and
favours being less reliant
on the US, or NATO in
terms of ensuring
Europe’s security. 
“If Russia wins in
Ukraine there will be no
security in Europe…
Who can pretend that
Russia will stop there?”
asked the French
President.

Macron’s attempts to woo Xi

and Chinese ‘long game’

Stuck in an Orwellian world:

Liberal Western media, illib-

eral global agenda

China racing ahead in critical technologies

Pakistan: No end in sight to Army,

Imran Khan confrontation

Swapan Dasgupta’s essay

on PM Modi that NYT asked

for, but refused to publish
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