
Monday 22 April, 2024

103`

JAIPUR/BANSWARA: 
Congress is in the grip of
“urban Naxals” deter-
mined to execute their
beliefs and convictions
through the party, PM
Narendra Modi said on
Sunday while drawing a
link between opposition
party’s pitch for distri-
bution of wealth in its
manifesto and his pred-
ecessor Manmohan
Singh’s Dec 2006 state-
ment that minorities
have first right to the
country’s resources.
“Just look at their mani-
festo. What they have
said is of grave concern
and reflects their plan
to implement their
Maoist vision on the
ground. They have said
that if Congress gets to
form govt, they would
conduct a survey of
everyone’s assets: how

much gold our mothers
and sisters have and
their value would be
computed, including
the silver ornaments of
our tribal sisters, the
assets of govt employ-
ees, everything. They
don’t stop at that. They
go on to say that the
assets will be equitably
redistributed. Is it
acceptable to you?
Does govt have the right
to expropriate your
hard-earned assets?
Should the govt seize
your assets?” PM said,
adding that for women,
their gold is not just an
ornament but some-
thing that is intrinsically
linked to their aspira-
tion and self-respect.
He connected
Congress’s manifesto to
Dr Manmohan Singh’s
statement about

minorities having the
first right claim on
national resources.
“Does this tell you
whom the assets are
going to be distributed
among? It is going to be
distributed among
those who have more
children, among the
infiltrators?” Modi said
to a loud “no” from the
big crowd.“Should the
assets you have
acquired through your
toil go to infiltrators? Is
this acceptable to you?
This is what Congress
has proposed through
their manifesto. They
would conduct a survey
of your assets, seize
them and then redis-
tribute them. I must
caution you that even
the mangal sutras of
our mothers and sisters
are not safe from this

urban Naxal thinking,”
he said.Modi had earlier
attacked Congress man-
ifesto for its “Mughal
mindset”.
The PM’s broadsides at
Congress came at an
election rally in
Rajasthan’s Banswara,
where Rahul Gandhi
had announced five of
the party’s “guaran-
tees” on the sidelines of
his Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra on March 7.
He reiterated his charge
about Congress now
being in the group of
“urban Naxals”. “One of
my friends asked those
leaving Congress why
they were exiting. They
said the party was in the
clutches of Leftists,”
Modi said.
He said Congress’s
catchphrase “mohabbat
ki dukaan” was part of
an elaborate subterfuge
for the reality of “fear,
hunger and corruption
being sold in Congress
shops”.
“I am more like a family
member to you. You
have known me for the
last 23 years. You also
know the work my govt
has done in the last 10
years.

Congress plans to redistribute
wealth to ‘infiltrators’: PM Modi

RANCHI: Two empty
chairs for jailed Arvind
Kejriwal and Hemant
Soren headlined
INDIA bloc’s bid to
turn the tables on BJP
at a joint rally here
today as the Delhi
chief minister’s wife
Sunita Kejriwal led the
offensive by accusing
the Narendra Modi
govt of conspiring to
kill her diabetic hus-
band in Tihar jail by
denying him
insulin.“Their politics
is very dirty. Now
there is a camera fixed
on his food, each
morsel of food is
being monitored,
what a shame it is. He
is diabetic and has
been administered 50
units of insulin for the
past 12 years now. But
inside the jail, he is
not given any. They
want to kill him,”
Sunita alleged at the
Ulgulan Nyay Rally
here.Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun
Kharge, Kejriwal’s AAP
colleague and Punjab

CM Bhagwant Mann,
RJD’s Tejashwi Yadav
and SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav were among
those attended the
event. Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun
Kharge, Punjab CM
Bhagwant Mann,
RJD’s Tejashwi Yadav
and SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav were among
those attended the
event and declared
that the ongoing gen-
eral election was a
fight to “save the
Constitution and
democracy”. The cho-
rus was that the oppo-
sition bloc would not
be intimidated by
arm-twisting tactics

like putting Kejriwal
and former Jharkhand
CM Hemant behind
bars. Congress’s Rahul
Gandhi could not
make it to the event,
citing illness.
Other than the two
empty chairs, two
giant banners showing
Hemant and Kejriwal
behind bars were
placed at the rally on
Ranchi’s Prabhat Tara
ground. That was to
send the message that
both will return soon.
Kejriwal has been held
in an ED case related
to Delhi’s liquor policy
and Hemant in an
alleged Ranchi land
scam.

Arvind Kejriwal, Hemant Soren in

jail, wives lead attack on BJP at rally

KOZHIKODE: Kerala CM Pinarayi
Vijayan said PM Narendra Modi
and Congress's Rahul Gandhi have
the "same voice when they speak
against Kerala." Addressing media
persons in Kannur on Sunday,
Vijayan said both leaders shared a
similar mindset in attempting to
mask the state's progress with
falsehoods. Continuing his
scathing attack, he said Rahul is re-
contesting from Wayanad after
running away from north India.
"In the last elections, he came to
Kerala and contested. Congress
was then able to create some mis-
understanding among the people.
But soon people realised the real
situation, and because of that,
Congress was not able to make
gains in any of the subsequent
elections," he said. He added that
Rahul is not even trying to directly
oppose Modi or Sangh Parivar,
whom he claims to oppose.
"Is Congress ready to speak on
CAA, which was brought by the
BJP govt as part of its agenda of
communal division? Didn't
Congress hide IUML's flag, fearing
BJP?" Vijayan asked."The situation
with UDF is such that Congress
workers are beating up IUML
cadres for holding flags, and IUML
workers are burning copies of
newspapers that carried adver-
tisements about CAA," he said.
Pinarayi also lashed out at Modi
for stating that Kerala was not far-
ing well, ignoring the fact that it
ranks first in the health index , the
quality of school education index,
and the sustainable development
index, among others.He said that
alleging that Kerala's corruption is
on par with Bihar amounted to
insulting the two states and added
that it is well known that Kerala is
the least corrupt state in India.
CPM general secretary Sitaram
Yechury on Sunday asked
Congress if it was fighting the elec-
tion to bring down the Pinarayi
Vijayan govt or Modi govt at the
Centre.

Rahul Gandhi, PM

Modi alike in speak-

ing against Kerala,

says Kerala CM NEW DELHI: Tihar
administration on
Sunday stated that
senior AIIMS special-
ists had provided
online consultation
to chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal,
hours after AAP
alleged that ade-
quate medical facili-
ties were not being
given to him as part
of a "conspiracy" by
Centre to kill him.
A statement released
by Tihar authorities
said, "After a detailed

consultation, Kejriwal
was assured there
were no serious con-
cerns. He was advised
to continue with pre-
scribed medicines,

which would be eval-
uated and reviewed
on a regular basis".
The statement was
issued on a day when
senior AAP func-

tionaries and workers
protested 
outside the prison
even as Delhi minis-
ter Saurabh
Bharadwaj highlight-
ed a letter sent by
Tihar Jail's director-
general a day earlier,
requesting AIIMS for
a diabetologist.
Bharadwaj said this
contradicted the cen-
tral govt and Tihar's
claims of adequate
medical provisions
being available inside
the jail for Kejriwal.

Nothing serious, doctors tell Delhi
CM Kejriwal; AAP protests outside jail

BENGALURU: Building
on the allegation of
"injustice to south
Indian states",
Telangana chief minis-
ter Revanth Reddy on
Sunday said Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's govt was "dis-
criminating" against
the south and this will
result in "his down-
fall".In a freewheeling
chat with select jour-
nalists, Reddy said
multinational compa-
nies intending to
invest in southern
states are being

"threatened" and
asked to shift to
Gujarat or other north
Indian states. "They
are directly threatened
by the PMO. Their
(Modi govt's) intention
is that we (south
Indian states) fight for
spillovers," Reddy said.

He said the discrimina-
tion has extended to
cabinet berths and top
posts over the past 10
years. Reddy said a
majority of key consti-
tutional posts in the
country, including
President and Vice-
President.

BJP discriminating against South

India: Telangana CM Revanth

B E N G A L U R U :
Karnataka high court
has observed that an
accused can raise a
plea any time that he
was a minor at the
time of the alleged
offence and directed
the Juvenile Justice
Board to consider
afresh the case of a
rape-accused teen
from Kampli in Ballari
district. The teen was
accused of sexually
assaulting a minor in
his neighbourhood.
The case was regis-
tered on a complaint
from the girl’s grand-
mother. Since both the
accused and the sur-
vivor were aged about
16 and specific age
proof was not available
about the suspect, an
ossification test was
conducted.
, indicating his age
between 16 and 18 at
the time. The case was
then transferred to a
special court for cases

under the Protection
of Children from Sexual
Offences (Pocso) Act,
2012.
The accused chal-
lenged the move in HC,
contending that he
should have been tried
under the Juvenile
Justice Act. After
perusing materials on
record and several
Supreme Court judg-
ments, Justice M
Nagaprasanna noted
that the petitioner had
never attended school.
Hence, his school
records weren’t avail-
able.
“The ossification test
isn’t conclusive, as it
could vary by a year or
two and the variance
should be towards the
benefit of the juvenile,
at least for one year,
and the juvenile should
be tried as a juvenile
by the Juvenile Justice
Board and not by a reg-
ular court before the
magistrate.

Accused can say any time he was
minor when crime took place

BANSWARA/JALORE
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
accused former
Congress president
Sonia Gandhi on
Sunday of "lacking
the courage" to con-
test Lok Sabha polls
and instead choosing
Rajya Sabha route to
enter Parliament,
while alleging that
her party is in such a
dire state that mem-
bers of its "dynasty"
will themselves not
be voting for a
Congress candidate.
Addressing an elec-
tion rally in
R a j a s t h a n ' s
Banswara, Modi ref-
erenced the Gandhi
family's decision to
vote for an INDIA
bloc nominee
instead of a Congress
candidate from New
Delhi constituency,
where they are reg-
istered to vote.

AAP's Somnath
Bharti is contesting
from the seat as the
common candidate
for the alliance.
"Congress is not con-
testing from the very
place where the
Gandhi family lives.
If the 'shahi' family
cannot vote for
Congress, they do
not have any right to
seek your votes
either," Modi said,
adding: "Here (in
Rajasthan), Congress
functionaries, during
door-to-door cam-
paigning, are urging
voters to not vote for
Congress candi-

dates...This is the sit-
uation of the party.
Can you trust
them?"Modi contin-
ued his criticism of
Congress during a
rally in Jalore, ques-
tioning the party's
credibility, and made
a pointed reference
to Sonia Gandhi's
decision to opt out
of electoral politics.
"Those who cannot
contest polls and
cannot win elections
have run away from
the field to enter
Parliament via Rajya
Sabha in Rajasthan,"
he said, referring to
the five-term Rae

Bareli MP who was
nominated to Upper
House in Feb this
year.Modi also tar-
geted former PM
Manmohan Singh's
tenure as a Rajya
Sabha member
(from 2019 to 2024)
from Rajasthan,
accusing him of fail-
ing to represent the
state or its issues.
"Though he was
unwell for quite
some time, he was
missing from
Rajasthan," he said.
Modi also criticised
Congress for sup-
porting Bharat
Adivasi Party (BAP)
in Banswara, despite
its own candidate
not withdrawing his
candidature."The
party that once won
400 seats has not
been able to contest
300 seats. In the
remaining seats,
INDI alliance .

PM Modi taunts Sonia for 'running away',

taking Rajya Sabha route to Parliament
GUWAHATI:
Repolling has been
ordered in 11 stations
in the Inner Manipur
parliamentary con-
stituency on Monday.
These centres had seen
violence and booth
capturing attempts in
the first phase on April
19. According to state
chief electoral officer
Pradeep Kumar Jha.
, repolling will be held
in two polling stations
under Khurai assembly
segment, four under
Kshetrigao segment,
one under Thongju
segment, three under
Uripok segment and
one under Konthoujam
segment."Voters of
these polling stations
are appealed to come
out in large numbers to
exercise their fran-
chise," Jha said. Over
70% polling was
recorded in Manipur in
the first phase despite
firing by gunmen in
which one person was
injured. 

Repolling at 11 vio-

lence-hit booths in

Manipur today

n'Distributed

among those who

have more chil-

dren, among the

infiltrators?” Modi

said to a loud “no”

from the big

crowd'

NEW DELHI: Supreme
Court's constant moni-
toring of progress in
criminal case trials
against MPs and MLAs
has shown encouraging
results with designated
courts giving judgments
in 2,018 of 4,697 pend-
ing cases last year alone.
This reverses the trend
of the past, when cases
against former and sit-
ting took years to be
decided by trial courts,
allowing elected repre-
sentatives to continue
their political careers
unmindful of the threat
of disqualification.

2k of 4.7k

MP/MLA cases

settled in 2023
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1 in 4 Congress, 1 in 5 BJP from
political families

Delhi: Given the political churn, not all political family
candidates are running for the same party as their eld-
ers. Multigenerational politics is seen in the fact that
one in four Congress candidates in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions are from political families, compared to one in
five (of the 424 announced) Bharatiya Janata Party
candidates. Thus far, 87 of the 424 BJP candidates are
from political families, compared to 65 of 250
Congress candidates. For this analysis, A political fam-
ily has a grandparent, parent, or elder sibling who is an
elected or nominated member of Parliament or a
state assembly or a key political party position.
Analysts expect the BJP's list to include many political
families for two reasons. First, the party has always
prioritized winnability. Two, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi stated in Parliament that candidates who follow
their elders are fine. The BJP's Andhra Pradesh candi-
date is D Purandeshwari, daughter of Telugu Desam
Party founder NT Rama Rao. She and BJP candidate
Kiran Kumar Reddy (former CM) were Congress mem-
bers. His Congressman father was connected to Indira
Gandhi and PV Narasimha Rao. BJP candidates come
from anti-Congress political families. Its Bihar candi-
date is the son of former Bettiah MP Madan Kumar
Jaiswal. Newada candidate Vivek Thakur is the son of
former Union minister CP Thakur. In Gujarat, the BJP
nominated Poonamben Madam, daughter of six-term
MLA and former mayor Hemantibhai Madam.
Bharatsinhh Dabhi, son of two-term MLA Shankarji
Okhaji Thakor, is another seasoned state candidate.
BJP candidates from political families include Bansuri
Swaraj, daughter of late Sushma Swaraj in New Delhi,
BY Raghavendra, son of BS Yedyurappa (the sitting MP
from Shimoga who was refielded), and former chief
minister Basavaraj Bommai, son of SR Bommai. 

Delhi: In anticipation
of the April 19 Lok
Sabha elections in
Tamil Nadu, the
AIMIM declared its
backing for the
AIADMK, which is led
by Edappadi K
P a l a n i s w a m i .
Asaduddin Owaisi,
the president of
AIMIM, stated on "X"
that the "alliance
would also continue
for the Assembly
elections in Tamil
Nadu," presumably
alluding to the state

elections in 2026.
"The AIADMK has
vowed never to form
an alliance with the
BJP again and has
declined to form one
now. Additionally, it
has promised to
oppose NPR, CAA,
and NRC. As a result,
AIMIM offers
AIADMK its support
for the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections. For
the Assembly elec-
tions, our coalition
will likewise persist,"
Owaisi declared.

Interestingly, AIMIM
fought three seats in
the Tamil Nadu
Assembly elections.

of 2021 in alliance
with TTV
Dhinakaran's Amma
Makkal Munnetra
Kazhagam (AMMK).
Back then, the BJP-
led NDA included the
AIADMK. For the
next election, AMMK
will now be a part of
the state's BJP-led
alliance. 39 Lok
Sabha seats are held
by Tamil Nadu.

Delhi: The
Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) unveiled its
initial slate of candi-
dates for seven Lok
Sabha seats in
Punjab on Baisakhi.
On the list are
Gurdaspur's Dr.
Daljit Singh Cheema,
Anandpur Sahib's
Prem Singh Chandu
Majra, Patiala's N K
Sharma, Amritsar's
Anil Joshi, Fatehgarh
Sahib's Vikramjit
Singh Khalsa,
Faridkot's Rajwinder
Singh, and Sangrur's
Iqbal Singh Jhunda.
p r o m i n e n t
Shiromani Akali Dal
leader Daljit Singh
Cheema wrote on X,
"S Sukhbir Singh
Badal made a list of
seven prominent
leaders of the party
as candidates for the
2024 Parliamentary
Elections. selecting
"Khalsa Sirjana
Divas," a historic and

holy event, as the
ideal day to sound
the poll bugle.

With the
announcement on
March 26 that the
BJP would stand
independently for all
13 Punjabi parlia-
mentary seats, all
hopes of forming an
alliance with the
SAD for the next Lok
Sabha elections
were abruptly
dashed. Among the
BJP's oldest allies
was the SAD. The

SAD and BJP, in spite
of their alliance, did
not have the expect-
ed success in the
2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. In spite of the
pro-BJP trend
observed in other
regions of northern
and central India,
the Congress man-
aged to capture
eight seats. The Aam
Aadmi Party won
one seat, the SAD
won two, and the
BJP took home two
seats.

MUMBAI: The Central
Railway launched a
girder on the bridge
between Khadavli and
Vasind stations short-
ly till early Sunday
morning and also
girders for FOB
between Asangaon
and Atgaon.
Due to the girder
work and related rail
blocks, passengers
were inconvenienced
with late night subur-
ban train cancella-
tions for Kasara.
Six Mail and Express
trains were resched-
uled while ten other
long distance trains
were regulated due to
the girder work.
Girders were also
launched for FOB
between Shahad and
Ambivali station. As a
result,

the suburban local
train for Kasara leav-
ing CSMT at 12.15am
on Sunday was short
terminated at Thane. 

Delhi: Sitaram Agarwal,
Rajasthan Pradesh
Congress Committee
treasurer, joined the BJP
after losing the 2023
State Assembly election
to Deputy Chief
Minister Diya Kumari.
Over 300 people from
all backgrounds joined
the BJP at its State
headquarters alongside
Mr. Agarwal. Congress
candidate Mr. Agarwal
lost against BJP's Ms.
Kumari in Vidyadhar
Nagar, Jaipur. Former
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot knew him. His
BJP membership was
witnessed by Ms.
Kumari and senior party
officials Narayan Lal
Panchariya and Onkar
Singh Lakhawat.

Jannayak Janata Party
leader Raghuveer Singh
Tanwar, who ran in the
2023 Assembly elec-
tions, All-India Reserve
Bank Employees' Union
former national secre-
tary G.N. Pareek,
Vishwakarma Industries
Association president

Jagdish Somani,
Macheda Hanuman
temple priest
Sudarshan Maharaj,
and Municipal
Councillors Kesharmal
Sharma, Dhapa Devi,
and Mahesh Agarwal
joined the BJP. 

It’s not easy running
one of the world’s
largest museums with
more than 1.5 million
works spanning 5,000
years. And certainly not
easy amidst heightened
scrutiny over looted
objects and mounting
pressure for repatria-
tion. Max Hollein—who
took charge of the
Metropolitan Museum
of Art (Met), New York
as director in 2018 and
CEO last July—knows
this all too well. Fresh
from signing an MoU
with India’s Ministry of
Culture, being “blown
away” by the Sanchi
Stupa, Jantar Mantar
and the Kanheri Caves
and ahead of delivering
a lecture at the CSMVS

on Friday, Hollein
remained composed as
he sat down for a chat
about policing its art
and artefacts with a
problematic past
recent restitutions and
keeping the museum
relevant in an age of
sensory overload. What
kind of collaborations
do you foresee with the
signing of the MoU
with India’s culture
ministry It marks a con-
tinuatio.
n of our close collabo-
ration on multiple lev-
els and reflects our
mutual willingness to
further expand on that
partnership. We’ve
done a number of
important exhibitions
on Indian art. We’ve

run fellowship pro-
grams in India for a
decade to train the
next generation of con-
servators.

The MoU signals our
commitment to contin-
ue mounting important
exhibitions at the Met,
ideally ones that will
have strong resonance
in India and can also be
exhibited in India.
institutions. We want

to foster collaborations
between institutions,
bring more staff
together and develop
more fellowship pro-
grams focused on edu-
cational and cultural
exchange. The US gov-
ernment was reported
to return over 1,400
artefacts to India last

year, including 15
sculptures that were
housed at the Met.
What is the current sta-
tus of the repatriation
I’m unable to provide
specific details on that.
However, the works
that we have restituted
— sculptures (ranging
from the 1st century
BCE to the 11th century
CE, and include terra-
cotta.

copper, and stone)
were sold by Subhash
Kapoor (Indian
American art dealer
currently serving a
prison sentence.
in India for running a

smuggling racket) —
that were transferred
to the Manhattan
District Attorney.

Delhi: For weeks,
Sangli, Mumbai South
Central, and Bhiwandi
seat talks stalled. A key
deal in Maharashtra's
electorally critical Lok
Sabha elections was
declared by the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
with the Shiv Sena
(UBT) contesting 21
seats, the Congress 17
and the Sharad Pawar
faction of the
Nationalist Congress
Party 10.

At Shivalaya, Sena's
south Mumbai office,
former chief ministers
Sharad Pawar and
Uddhav Thackeray and
state Congress chief
Nana Patole
announced the seat-
sharing arrangement.
The Congress claimed

all three Sangli,
Mumbai South
Central, and Bhiwandi
seats, while the Sena
(UBT) declared its can-
didates for the first
two and the Pawar fac-
tion for the third,
stalling seat talks for
weeks. Congress even-
tually gave up the
seats. “We took a step
back, we did not sur-
render,” Patole told
reporters. For the
National Democratic
Alliance, which hopes
to win 400 Lok Sabha
seats, and INDIA,
which hopes to per-
form well in one
province with strong
regional leaders,
Maharashtra is crucial.
The unified Shiv Sena
contested 23 Lok

Sabha seats alongside
the BJP, which contest-
ed 25. The Congress
contested 26 seats and
the NCP 22.Sena-BJP
won 41 of 48 seats, a
landslide victory. The
NCP won four,
Congress one. Seven
NCP-SP and 13
Congress candidates
have been announced.
The MVA will declare
candidates for 13
seats—Madha, Satara,
Ratnagiri-Sindhudurg,
Raver, Jalna, Dhule,
Nashik, Palghar,
Thane, Mumbai North,
North West, North
Central, and South—
over the next two days
and present a mani-
festo focused on
Maharashtra issues. 

Delhi:
Giridhari Barik (69),
who has made
bespoke garments for
Odisha politicians for
40 years, said Biju
Babu was a sharp
dresser. CMs like Biju
Patnaik of Janata Dal
or JB Patnaik of
Congress, Giridhar
Gamang, Hemananda
Biswal, Communist
party veterans
Lokanath Choudhary
and Sivaji Patnaik, and
today's young Turks
trust Barik with their
measurements. Before
the 2024 LS polls,
Barik, the 'Master', is

inundated with
requests to stitch
kurta-pyjamas for law-
makers from all par-
ties. "You may think
that I am bragging but
my first client was
none other than Biju
Patnaik," he
remarked. "On
October 2, 1983, Biju
Babu inaugurated
Khadi Niketan in
Ashok Nagar,
Bhubaneswar, where I
had a tailoring shop.
Kailash Sahu, the store
owner, suggested I
sew Biju Babu a kurta. 

Biju Babu grudgingly
said all his kurtas are

made in Delhi, but if
he loved the fit, he
would let me stitch
them forever. His great
height, long hands,
and broad shoulders
made it difficult. Barik
stated I have stitched
all his kurtas since
then. Barik measured
over 150 Odisha lead-
ers, including CM
Naveen Pat naik, for
whom he stitched
kurta-pyjama.

The manner of
politicians has
changed over time.
Most choose cotton,
but linen is popular
now.

Girders launched

between Kalyan &

Kasara till early

Sunday morning

Met museum head talks art of repatriationRaj Cong treasurer joins BJP

For the LS elections in

Tamil Nadu, AIMIM will

back the AIADMK

Sangli, Mumbai South
Central, and Bhiwandi

seat talks stalled

SAD Releases First List Of Seven

Names For Anandpur Sahib,

For the LS polls

campaign, AAP

leader Atishi will

travel to Assam
Delhi: According to
party sources, AAP
leader and Delhi
Minister Atishi would
spend three days in
Assam the next week in
order to promote the
first phase of the Lok
Sabha elections, which
is scheduled for April
19. Atishi will partici-
pate in election rallies
and roadshows.

Delhi: Misa Bharti and
Rohini Acharya, the
daughters of Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) presi-
dent Lalu Prasad, are
two of the party's 22
announced candidates
for the Bihar Lok Sabha,
the latter of whom is
running for office for
the first time. From
Saran (formerly
Chhapra), Rohini has
been fielded, and her
older sister Misa is from
Pataliputra.

Misa and
Rohini, Lalu

Prasad's
daughters,
are listed

Netas feel superior after

this class 5 passout
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April 26: Delhi municipal
elections

Delhi: In the third year, individuals from
Scheduled Caste are eligible to run for the
mayor's position. According to sources within the
ruling Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), three candidates
are vying for the position. Sources from the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) stated that they will
decide quickly whether to run for office. The BJP
had put up candidates for both positions last
year, but they later withdrew their
nomination.On April 26, the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) will hold secret ballot
elections for the positions of Mayor and Deputy
Mayor. 

Delhi industries department
approves 21-acre e-waste

facility
Delhi: Senior officials said the industries depart-
ment has finalized the plan for a 21-acre facility in
northwest Delhi's Holambi Kalan to house a recy-
cling center and training facility for e-waste han-
dling and processing. The Delhi State Industrial
and Infrastructure Development Corporation
(DSIIDC) has invited private applicants to set up
the complex, which will have an integrated
ecosystem for e-waste management supply
chain, on a public-private partnership (PPP) basis
by April 15.

According to the project report, the integrated
complex will be placed at the Urban Extension-2
road and have six primary sections: disinfection,
dismantling, refurbishing manufacturing and
recycling, testing, and training. "We will give the
private operator 21 acres to create buildings, util-
ities, roads, and machinery. 

Delhi: The Delhi
Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) has
a regular operating
system for seizing and
disposing of unlawful
plastic items sold or
used in the city.
According to the
amended plastic waste
management laws,
illegal plastic will be
defined and DPCC staff
will investigate various
locations. It said that
only a waste-to-energy
plant would dispose of
seized plastic products
including polyethyl-
ene, earphones, silver-
ware, etc. The DPCC
seizure procedure
requires a team of
authorities to take
samples of plastic
carry bags and sheets
from the unit during
inspection of all pro-
ducers, importers, and
brand owners and
include them in the
report. Teams must
seize, transport, and
store non-authorized
plastic objects at the

DPCC lab until dispos-
al. "The unit
owner/occupier must
pay for seizure, load-
ing/unloading, trans-
portation, storage,
waste-to-energy plant
disposal, etc. A recent
DPCC portal document
indicated that the
team would take geot-
agged photos and
video of the seized
samples and the full
seizure procedure of
banned/non-permissi-
ble stuff. It said that
"all the seized non-
permissible plastic
carry bags/sheets/

banned SUP items
shall be disposed of
through a waste-to-
energy plant." The
Centre banned 19 sin-
gle-use plastics manu-
factured, imported,
stocked, distributed,
sold, and used in July
2022. From December
2022, 120-micron
carry bags were for-
bidden. Earbuds with
plastic sticks, balloon
sticks, flag sticks,
candy sticks, ice cream
sticks, thermocol for
decoration, and more
were among the 19
items.

Delhi: A month after
opening its first engi-
neered landfill in
Tehkhand, Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
assigned its operation
and maintenance to
an experienced
agency. The civic
authority noted that
managing the
leachate treatment
facility, maintaining
the green space, and
most significantly, lev-
eling ash from two
w a s t e - t o - e n e r g y
plants—Okhla and
Tehkhand—requires
competence. The site
can hold 10 lakh
tonnes of ash, and
12,000 tonnes have
been dumped. "While
the horticulture
department has
planted a 30-meter
strip around the
designed landfill, the
weighing bridge,
roads, and drains
need a dedicated sys-
tem for maintenance.
Leachate treatment
plant operation will

also be monitored by
the agency
" o f f i c i a l . T h r e e
approach roads allow
trucks to easily trans-
fer rubbish to the
landfill site. The
peripheral boundary
wall is 3.5 meters
high. MCD will submit
a maintenance plan
for approval after the
model code of con-
duct is lifted.

MCD constructed a
7.5m-deep trench
over 15.5 acres and
covered it with 500
mm of soil and five

layers of geosynthetic
material before
dumping ash to pre-
vent leachate percola-
tion and groundwater
contamination at the
designated landfill.
"We're dumping ash
garbage in a corner
and preventing vehi-
cles from entering the
pit. To prevent stack-
ing damage, automo-
biles are driven care-
fully. 

Once a corner is
filled, we gently scat-
ter and layer ash
"Source: official. The

landfill's operating
and maintenance
terms require MCD to
deploy a liner every
time ash is added to
reduce dust pollution.
" An constructed land-
fill cost Rs 42.3 crore
and was inaugurated
last month. The urban
local body contributes
53.3%, the Centre
35%, and the state
11.7% to this budget.
MCD gets Rs 300 per
tonne for ash dump-
ing. Here, 400 tonnes
of ash are deposited
everyday.

Delhi: Despite the elimi-
nation of Rs 2,000 ban-
knotes, the currency in
circulation increased by Rs
1.3 lakh crore in FY24
from Rs 33.5 lakh crore at
the end of March 2023 to
Rs 34.8 lakh crore. Growth
has slowed the most since
2018. In FY24, currency in
circulation as a proportion
of GDP fell since 4% i is
slower than GDP growth.
CIC grew 7% last year and
over 10% the year before
due to a pandemic cash
rush. Currency in circula-
tion grew 0.5% to Rs 35.3
lakh crore in the week
ended April 5. RBI data
shows that the increased
issue of Rs 500 notes has
more than offset the with-
drawal of Rs 2,000 notes.
ON May 19, 2023, RBI
announced their with-
drawal. In March 2024, Rs
2,000 notes were worth
Rs 8,202 crore, down from
Rs 3.6 lakh crore a year
earlier. The value of Rs
500 notes rose to Rs 30.1
lakh crore from 25.8 lakh
crore a year before.

Delhi: To reduce dust
pollution and increase
green cover, the
Municipal Corporation
of Delhi plans to plant
2.3 lakh trees and 3.8
lakh bushes in parks,
schools, open spaces,
and roadsides this year.
In 2023-24, the city
planted two lakh trees
and 3.25 lakh plants.
The horticulture
department requested
zonal office require-
ments to complete the
assignment. "We will
plant when the details
are acquired. An officer
stated schools, hospi-
tals, parks, and below
flyovers are used for
this. He stated that the

government will con-
tinue roadside tree
planting in some
colonies at homeown-
ers' request. 

MCD plans to carpet
or repair 50 km of inte-
rior roadways by Oct. to

reduce dust. Between
April 2023 and
February 2024, 139 km
of roads were resur-
faced or repaired. A
civic council wants to
resurface 180km of
roads by Oct. Road

maintenance and
resurfacing are ongo-
ing. After winter, we
started dense carpet
work on damaged
areas. Work is being
done with MLA or
Mukhyamantri Sadak
Punarnirman Yojna
non-plan head funding
"said the official. Our
52 mechanical road
sweepers are for PWD
roads. He added that
195 water sprinklers,
jet machines, and 30
mobile anti-smog guns
are reducing dust pollu-
tion on roadways. PWD
gave MCD 60 anti-smog
weapons to reduce
dust near construction
sites. 

Delhi: Delhi
Development Authority
would give residents'
welfare societies main-
tenance work within a
year of creation to
ensure flat mainte-
nance. This will also
apply to Diwali Special
Housing Scheme 2023
units. This conclusion
followed Real Estate
Regulatory Authority
criteria. A maintenance
fee is normally collect-
ed by DDA during allot-
ment. It has maintained
flats for 10–20 years,
depending on the
scheme. A DDA official
stated that applicants
must join the registered

agency or RWA to
maintain common serv-
ices. Per pocket, one
RWA will be registered.
All new DDA plans
require upfront month-
ly costs for one year,
depending on flat type.
"DDA shall do daily
maintenance from
maintenance charges
for one year or until

RWA is formed,
whichever comes first.
An RWA will get the bal-
ance maintenance fund
if it is founded before
one year. If a RWA is not
created within a year, it
will be done on actuals
"said the official. "For
subsequent years, the
necessary arrangement
will be communicated

to the residents," he
said. Residents expect
standard changes to
speed up DDA flat
maintenance, which
had been delayed for a
long period. The
authority defined main-
tenance as green space
maintenance, campus,
colony, and housing
pocket cleaning, light
fitting replacement in
common areas, lift
maintenance and oper-
ation, and common
area electrical bill pay-
ment. "After transfer,
the urban authority will
be responsible for com-
mon areas in many
housing pockets. 

New Delhi: The cur-
tains have fallen on
the Forever Global
Rally 2024, culminat-
ing in a dazzling display
of achievement for
Forever Living
Products. Spanning
from April 9th to 13th,
this grand event
unfolded amidst the
vibrant energy of New
Delhi, promising an
unparalleled experi-
ence meticulously
crafted by Forever. The
event took place at
Indira Gandhi National
Stadium.Gather ing
delegates from over
160 nations, the rally
showcased the expan-
sive reach and influ-
ence of Forever across
the globe. With its cap-
tivating ambiance and
comprehensive itiner-
ary, the event captured
every essence, offering
transformative training
sessions, interactive
workshops, and heart-
felt recognition for
unwavering dedica-
tion.As India graciously
hosted this year's rally,
it not only provided a
platform for business
but also lent a signifi-
cant boost to tourism,

benefiting thousands
engaged in the hospi-
tality and tourism sec-
tors. The event wit-
nessed an impressive
turnout of over 30,000
attendees from all cor-
ners of the
country.Aidan O'Hare,
President of Forever
Living Products,
emphasized the signifi-
cance of navigating
global challenges and
seizing opportunities,
making FGR 2024 a
melting pot of innova-
tive ideas and bound-
less inspiration.Gregg
Maughan, CEO of
Forever Living
Products, expressed
his heartfelt gratitude
to all the Forever
Business Owners
worldwide, particularly
acknowledging the
exceptional audience

in India. He elaborated
on the compelling rea-
sons to join the
Forever family, fol-
lowed by a remarkable
ceremony honouring
outstanding achieve-
ments.Mr. Harish
Singla, CSM FLP India,
remarked, “The week-
long extravaganza fea-
tured a diverse lineup
of master classes,
recognitions, inspiring
testimonials, and lots
of entertainment
ensuring attendees
returned home with
cherished memories
and invaluable
insights. Forever
Business Owners from
over 160 countries
converged to explore
new products,
exchange strategies,
and celebrate collec-
tive triumphs.

Delhi:   you can get a
buffet or a packed lunch
that includes two curries,
rice, achaar, roti, and
sweets for Rs 80. You can
also get a mini meal of
chhole bhature or poori
aalu for Rs 37. You can
also get a small cup of
tea or coffee for Rs 6.
These prices do not
include the cost of a
roadside eatery or can-
teen. Every cup of tea or
coffee, packed lunch, or
small meal provided to a
political worker conduct-
ing a campaign during
the capital election will
be tracked and con-
tributed to the candi-
date's overall poll expen-
diture. Not only will food
costs be important, but
so will the price of the

chairs and tables that
will be used at candidate
polling places or during
election gatherings. The
candidates' election
expenses also include
the cost of renting vehi-
cles for campaigning,
posting posters, banners,
and hoardings, hiring a
man to beat a drum, hir-
ing horses and elephants
for a road show, and hir-
ing videographers, pho-
tographers, and drones
to record the events.

Every penny spent by the
candidates is tracked
from the time of nomi-
nation filing to the cast-
ing of ballots, with the
total amount not to
exceed the Rs 75 lakh
cap on election expenses
set by the Election
Commission of India. The
tariff list of services and
materials utilized by the
candidates is prepared
by each returning offi-
cial, according to the
officials.

Delhi Divya; The Central
Government ordered all e-
commerce sites to remove
all so-called drinks and
beverages, including the
well-known milk supple-
ment Bournvita, from the
'healthy drinks' category,
dealing a severe blow to
fitness drink businesses.
The National Commission

for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) undertook
an investigation and came
to the conclusion that the
FSS Act of 2006 did not
specify a health drink, thus
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry issued the
order. "National
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (NCPCR), a

statutory body constituted
under Section (3) of the
Commission of Protection
of Child Rights (CPCR) Act,
2005 after its inquiry under
Section 14 of CRPC Act
2005 concluded that there
is no 'health drink' defined
under FSS Act 2006, rules
and regulations submitted
by FSSAI.

Currency circula-

tion increases

despite 2k note ban

One-year DDA flat 

maintenance with RWAs

Leachate treatment facility,

maintaining the green space

Bournvita and Other Drinks Will No

Longer Be Listed as "Health Drinks"

Delhi plans to plant 2.3 lakh trees
and 3.8 lakh bushes in parks

EC publishes a "rate list" for

enticing competitions

DPCC issues SOP to seize, 

dispose of plastic

The curtains have fallen
on the Forever Global

Rally 2024
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The recent presidential and
parliamentary elections in
Indonesia were conducted in a
relatively secure and peaceful
manner, but there are concerns
about widespread vote buying
and systemic vote rigging dur-
ing the vote recapitulation
process. Many have also spo-
ken about democratic backslid-
ing with the return of dynastic
politics in Indonesia. While offi-
cial results could take several
weeks to arrive, historically
accurate quick counts show
Prabowo Subianto, current
defence minister and former

Indonesian army lieutenant
general, has won the election
by a significant margin. His
opponents, former Jakarta gov-
ernor Anies Baswedan and for-
mer Central Java governor
Ganjar Pranowo, though, have
not conceded defeat.
Baswedan had contested the
election promising “change” as
an alternative to the status
quo, while Pranowo spoke
about the vision to make
Indonesia an “advanced
nation”. But Subianto and his
vice-presidential candidate
Gibran Rakabuming Raka, the

eldest son of current President
Joko ‘Jokowi’ Widodo, man-
aged to convince the general
public by offering several prom-
ises, which included the contin-
uation of Jokowi’s plan to focus
on resource-based industriali-
sation and free lunch pro-
grammes for all students.
Prabowo’s unofficial election
victory has been widely wel-
comed by many leaders across
the world. Among those who
have directly conveyed the con-
gratulatory message is Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
In a post on X, Modi expressed

hope to advance the goals of
strategic partnership between
India and Indonesia. Leaders of
countries with close relations
with Indonesia, such as
Australia, Malaysia, and
Singapore, have also congratu-
lated Prabowo. But all these
congratulatory messages, espe-
cially from Western countries,
seem to have eclipsed an
important reality: Prabowo’s
record of human rights viola-
tions in Indonesia and East
Timor, which isn’t seen as a sig-
nificant issue anymore in the
international community. 

Surveys often rely on self-reported data, they
may be influenced by cultural factors, person-
al biases, and momentary emotions. In con-
trast, objective measures such as GDP per
capita, human development indices, and
inequality metrics offer more concrete and
quantifiable indicators of a country’s overall
well-being. By examining factors like income
distribution, access to healthcare and educa-
tion, and environmental sustainability, these
methods provide a more comprehensive
understanding of the factors that contribute
to citizens’ quality of life. Additionally, objec-
tive measures are less susceptible to fluctua-
tions and can provide policymakers with reli-
able data to assess long-term trends and for-
mulate effective policies to address societal
challenges. In conclusion, while happiness
surveys might sometimes feel as accurate as
trying to forecast the weather with a broken
umbrella, they do serve a purpose in high-
lighting the whimsical nature of human con-
tentment. Perhaps, as we navigate the maze
of statistics and subjective feelings, we can
take solace in the fact that happiness, much
like the perfect cup of coffee or the quest for
the ultimate meme, is a journey rather than a
final destination. So, let’s raise a toast to the
quirks of happiness surveys, the absurdity of
statistical rankings, and the delightful chaos of
being human. After all, if laughter is the best
medicine, then a good chuckle about happi-
ness rankings might just be the cure for our
existential woes. Until 2023 Report was a pub-
lication of the Sustainable Development
Solutions Network, a global initiative of the
United Nations, and from 2024 onwards, it is a
publication of the Wellbeing Research Centre
at the University of Oxford. At first glance, it
looks like the work of a genius—a report com-
piled after in-depth research and collated by
the world’s most esteemed institutions.
However, once you start noticing the details,
their inaccuracies and biases inadvertently
start jumping at you like a bunch of Bernie
Sanders fans squeaking about wealth redistri-
bution at a corporate dinner. Our first stop on
this merry-go-round of analysis is the cultural
carnival of the survey questions. Picture this: a
questionnaire designed with all the cultural
sensitivity of a bull in a china shop, asking
respondents if they smiled or laughed yester-
day as if happiness were a universal language
spoken with a grin. It’s as if the report believes
the entire world shares the same sense of
humour as a dad joke enthusiast at an open
mic night. Job security? Income inequality?
Access to education and healthcare? Who
needs those when you can simply ask if some-
one had a good laugh yesterday? Speaking
from personal experience, I am not sure about
yesterday, but I did laugh a lot today, and that
was when I looked at the World Happiness
Report 2024. 
Another flaw that the report indulges in is
interpreting “aspirations” as unhappiness.
Individuals from developing countries might
be a lot more aspirational or ambitious; it
does not necessarily make them unhappy with
their lives. 

In fact, the opposite can still be
argued. Someone who draws meaning from
their everyday struggle, one who wants to
turn their start-up into a billion-dollar ven-
ture, might be extremely content with their
life, wishing to take it to another level.
Imagine hustling day and night, dreaming of a
better future, only to be termed “depressed”
by some reports that mistake ambition
for anguish and growth for gloom.
This year’s World Report isn’t
the only one under scrutiny;
the entire notion of happi-
ness surveys seems flawed as
it effectively ends up convey-
ing nothing. Take the UN report averaging
self-reported happiness scores from.

Although the election mani-
festo of any party is bound
to lure the public into pop-
ulist promises, now it is
being seen that some par-
ties not only have to make
exaggerated promises in
their manifestos, but also
have to work hard to fulfill
them. I am also forced to do
so. Actually, it is expert in
making election promises
and fulfilling them but when
the Aam Aadmi Party came
into political existence, it
fulfilled many promises and
also sought votes from the
public in the name of work.
The Aam Aadmi Party gov-
ernment also distributed
free raadi in such a way that
other parties are also forced
to not only make promises
of distributing free raadi to
the public, but also have to
distribute free raadi to some
extent. However, providing
facilities to the public can-
not be called freebies,
because that budget is for
the benefit of the public, if
any of the governments
does not commit scams and
provides facilities to the
public with that money,
then it would not be appro-
priate to call it freebies,
Because no one in the coun-
try gets as much freebies as
the politicians, not even a
single bureaucrat. But dur-
ing the campaign for the last
Lok Sabha elections, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
himself had called the free
facilities provided to the

public as 'free rabri', but in
his two terms of last 10
years, he has made dozens
of promises not only to lick
the free rabri. , but have
also made claims of giving
free rewadis. Like giving 5 kg
ration every month to 80
crore people, giving Kisan
Samman Nidhi amount of Rs
500 per month to farmers,
giving gas cylinders under
Ujjwala scheme etc.
However, like the previous
elections, the Congress
Party has also released its
manifesto for this time's Lok
Sabha elections, which it
has named as Haraya Nyaya
Patra. On this day in 1868,
the British and Indian Army
defeated Tewodros II's army
in Ethiopia. . But there is a
lot of discussion about this
manifesto. Some political
experts say that if Congress
had done such things during
its tenure as it has promised
in the manifesto, then the
public would have believed
in it and people would defi-

nitely have believed that
Congress is true to its prom-
ises. But earlier he did not
work as much at the grass-
roots level as was expected
from him and now he has to
make election promises to
return to power. At the
same time, some political
experts say that BJP has
started considering it as its
birthright on everything,
hence it is not able to digest
the promises made by
Congress to the public in its
'Poshan Patra'. 
t is obvious that the party
wants to stop the leaders of
the other party from even
campaigning. How will he
like the manifesto of anoth-
er party made keeping in
mind the public interest?
Actually, Congress has
named its manifesto as Nyay
Patra. In this manifesto, the
Congress Party has prom-
ised the public to give 5 jus-
tices and 25 guarantees if
the government is formed.
Congress President

Mallikarjun Kharge, former
President Sonia Gandhi and
leader Rahul Gandhi issued
a manifesto at the Congress
headquarters and organized
public meetings in Jampur
and Hyderabad the very
next day. Gave. While
releasing this manifesto,
Manifesto Committee
Chairman P Chidambaram
had explained in detail what
promises have been made
by the Congress. He said
that after coming to power,
Congress will immediately
restore the status of full
state to Jammu and Kashmir.
The First Schedule of the
Constitution will be amend-
ed to include the tribal areas
of Ladakh. Engagement with
Pakistan fundamentally
depends on its willingness
and ability to end cross-bor-
der terrorism. Congress will
scrap the Agneepath
scheme and implement
common recruitment proce-
dures followed by the Army,
Navy and Air Force. Also
guaranteeing economic and
social security to the sol-
diers. The Chinese intrusion
in Lakh and Galyan Shahap
in 2020 dealt the biggest
blow to Indian national
security in decades. On June
19, 2020, PM Narendra
Modi gave a clean chit to
China, due to which our
negotiating position became
quite weak. areas occupied
by china Issuing a manifesto
before the public before the
elections has become like

the birthright of the political
parties in India, whether
they adhere to it or not after
coming to power, it is their
choice. The reason for this is
that neither the people who
win the elections and send
them to the government,
neither pressurize these
parties to fulfill their prom-
ises nor ask questions. Nor
is the Election Commission
able to muster the courage
to ask the elected govern-
ment why it does not fulfill
the promises made by it to
the people? It is said that
now the leaders of these
parties have started calling
their announcements as
guarantees in their election
speeches, but the public still
does not ask what hap-
pened to their previous
guarantees? Recently, on
April 5, Congress also
released its manifesto,
about which a lot of discus-
sion is taking place from
political circles to the public.
On one hand, BJP leaders
i.e. the ruling party allege
that Congress had not done
anything earlier, so why is it
now misleading the public
by making false promises.
From Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to all his big
leaders and ministers, they
are busy cornering Congress
and apart from calling this
manifesto of Congress a way
to deceive the public, they
are also calling Congress as
one that hurts the faith of
Hindus.

Furthermore, the elec-
tion outcomes may
encourage Putin to
escalate military
engagements.

notably through the
second mass mobilisa-
tion of reservist forces
for operations in
Ukraine. The Putin
regime during this
tenure can be increas-
ingly seen as pivoting
towards a strategy that
emphasises the asser-
tion of a Slavic Russian
identity alongside the
promotion of Russian
cultural superiority
within its sphere of
influence. This strate-
gic orientation seeks
not merely to reaffirm
Russia’s historical and
cultural legacy but also
aims to reinforce its
status as the predomi-
nant power, thereby
cementing its hegemo-
ny in the face of
Western encroach-
ments and influence.
Integral to understand-
ing this dynamic is the
ideological framework
influenced by thinkers
like Aleksandr Dugin,
whose notions of a
Russian cultural revival
play a pivotal role.
Dugin, a prominent fig-
ure in Russian intellec-
tual circles and often
touted as Putin’s ideo-
logical guide, advo-
cates for a renaissance
of Russian cultural and
spiritual values as a
foundation for national
policy and geopolitical
strategy. His philoso-
phy, often encapsulat-
ed in the concept of
Eurasianism, posits
Russia as a civilisation-
al state that transcends
the traditional nation-
state model, charac-
terised by its unique
Slavic identity and

Orthodox heritage.
This conceptualisation
envisions Russia as the
guardian and promoter
of a multipolar world
order, in which its cul-
tural and moral values
stand in stark contrast
to the perceived mate-
rialism and moral rela-
tivism of the
West.Under Putin’s
leadership, there is a
visible alignment with
Dugin’s ideas, as evi-
denced by the regime’s
efforts to promote
Russian language, his-
tory, and cultural sym-
bols throughout the
region.The emphasis
on Slavic brotherhood
and the spiritual bonds
that unite the Russian
people with their
neighbours in Eastern
Europe and the
Caucasus serves not
only as a tool of soft
power but also as a
means of constructing
a coherent identity
narrative that can
c o u n t e r b a l a n c e
Western cultural hege-
mony.
The pursuit of this
strategy involves a
multifaceted approach,
including the support
of Russian-speaking
communities abroad.

the promotion of
Russian Orthodox
Christianity as a unify-
ing spiritual force, and
the leveraging of cul-
tural institutions and
media to disseminate a
narrative that high-
lights Russia’s role as
the defender of tradi-
tional values and a bul-
wark against the
encroachment of glob-
alist influences. By
championing this
revival of Russian cul-
tural dominance,
Putin’s regime endeav-

ours to solidify its
regional influence,
thereby reinforcing its
position as a central
actor in the reshaping
of the global geopoliti-
cal order in accordance
with Dugin’s vision of a
multipolar world root-
ed in distinct, civilisa-
tion-specific values
and norms.A signifi-
cant element of Putin’s
geopolitical strategy
can include efforts to
undermine the bipolar-
ity dominated by the
US and its allies, shift-
ing the narrative
towards multipolarity,
particularly in military
terms. This entails
forging stronger ties
with countries like
India and China,
enhancing economic
and military coopera-
tion, and counteracting
the effects of Western
sanctions and diplo-
matic isolation. Such a
strategy not only diver-
sifies Russia’s strategic
options but also chal-
lenges the so-called
unipolar dominance of
the West, advocating
for a more equitable
global power distribu-
tion, which other glob-
al south countries like
Brazil and South Africa
will welcome. Despite
these ambitious
geopolitical initiatives,
Putin faces consider-
able domestic chal-
lenges, including man-
aging elite power
dynamics within Russia
and mitigating the eco-
nomic impacts of his
policies. Selecting a
successor represents a
delicate endeavour
that necessitates navi-
gating various interests
and factions within the
Russian political land-
scape.

A Kannada-speaking
king died in 975 CE,
after starving himself
for three days at his
guru’s monastery. His
name was Marasimha
II, and his kingdom was
based near present-day
Bengaluru. Marasimha,
according to his court
poet, had spent his life
in war: he had partici-
pated in campaigns in
Madhya Pradesh,
slaughtered rival fami-
lies, and even piled up
the skulls of his ene-
mies. Yet, in the last
year of his life, he had
erected Jain temples,
and his ritual suicide
was in a Jain
m o n a s t e r y .
Marasimha’s kingdom
disappeared within a
few decades of his
death, but Deccan
Jainism retained its fol-
lowing for almost 500
more years. This is one
part of its story. By the
time of Marasimha’s

death, Deccan Jainism
was already a grand old
religion, counting
among its adherents
the plateau’s most
powerful rulers, asce-
tics and litterateurs.
Historian RN Nandi
writes in Religious
Institutions and Cults in
the Deccan that Jain
monks began to appear
in inscriptions from the
4th–5th centuries CE.
Also around this time,
other practices from
North India, including
permanent stone tem-
ples to gods and the
use of Sanskrit in politi-
cal settings, appeared
in the Deccan. All these
offered potent symbol-
ic and political tools to
newly emerging king-
doms, such as the
Kadambas in present-
day Banavasi and the
Early Western
Chalukyas in present-
day Badami. Deccan
Jainism was woven into

medieval South Indian
kingship from the out-
set. In Bahubali and
Badami Chalukyas,
Jainism scholar Hampa
Nagarajaiah notes that
one of the earliest free-
standing examples of
Deccan architecture is
Jain: it’s a temple on
the Meguti hill at
Aihole, built in the 7th
century by Ravikirti, a
Jain courtier of the
Chalukya king
Pulakeshin II (610–642
CE). The temple’s dedi-
catory inscription was
composed by Ravikirti
in Sanskrit. It shows
that he was familiar
with the political aes-
thetic of the Sanskrit
c o s m o p o l i s — t h e
sprawling medieval
geocultural world that
connected Sanskrit-
speaking courts from
Vietnam. to
Afghanistan. The
Meguti hill, where
Ravikirti built .

How non-violent Jainism thrived

in the warlike Deccan

Sustainable Development

Subianto govt can help 
India-Indonesia ties in 4 ways

Outcomes may encourage Putin

to escalate military engagements

Manifesto of any party is bound to

lure the public into populist promises




