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NEW DELHI: PM
Narendra Modi Friday
put traditional medicine
at the centre of global
health conversation,
flagging launch of
Traditional Medicine
Global Library
(TMGL) as a shared
international platform
to anchor ayurveda,
yoga & other ancient
systems in research,
policy and evidence-
based care.
Addressing the closing
ceremony of the
Second WHO Global
Summit on Traditional
Medicine at Bharat
Mandapam, Modi said
the digital library fulfils
a commitment made
during India's G20
presidency and will
bring together scientific
data, research and poli-
cy documents related to
traditional medicine on
a single global plat-
form. "This will ensure
equal access to authen-
tic information for
every country," he
said.The TMGL hosts

content from 194 coun-
tries and marks a shift
from fragmented,
region-specific knowl-
edge to a shared global
repository, enabling
evidence-based
research, regulation and
safer integration of tra-
ditional medicine into
national health systems.

The PM said the three-
day summit reflected a
new convergence of
tradition and technolo-
gy, with deliberations
on research, digital
tools, AI, global stan-
dards and investment.
Declaration, which will
serve as a common
roadmap for coopera-

tion on safety, stan-
dards and training.
Highlighting India's
leadership, he said it
was a matter of pride
that WHO Global
Centre for Traditional
Medicine is based in
Jamnagar. 

PM launches global e-library, which

puts traditional meds on world map

NEW DELHI

Raising the battle
stakes over MGNRE-
GA with the BJP,
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi Friday said
Congress will force the
Modi govt to withdraw
the disbanding of the
job guarantee scheme,
with the party warning
that farmers' protest
forced the Centre to roll

back the "three black
farm laws".'Congress
also warned that after

MGNREGA, the BJP
will target the acts on
forest rights, food secu-

rity and land acquisi-
tion, while RTI has
already been hollowed
out. In comments
issued while abroad,
Rahul said MGNREGA
provided the vulnerable
sections with "lever-
age" and "bargaining
power" which brought
down "exploitation"
and distress migration,
while improving wages
and working condi-

tions."That leverage is
precisely what this govt
wants to break ... Prime
Minister Modi's targets
are clear: weaken
labour, weaken the
leverage of rural India,
especially Dalits, OBCs
and adivasis," he said,
adding the VB-G RAM
G will enfeeble the job
guarantee that was
"rural poor's last line of
defence", and is "anti-

state and anti-village".
Rahul's statement of
intent - he did not par-
ticipate in the LS
debate as he is in
Germany for an inter-
national political meet-
ing - came as the
Congress Working
Committee is set to
meet on Dec 27, likely
to discuss an action
plan for a nationwide
stir.

Rahul calls G RAM G bill anti-rural poor, vows to force govt. to withdraw it

New Delhi

Rancour and blame
game inside Parliament
made way for convivial-
ity and cordiality at a
customary post-parlia-
mentary session get-
together of govt func-
tionaries, including PM
Narendra Modi, and
opposition MPs at Lok
Sabha Speaker Om
Birla's chamber over tea.
Congress and other
opposition parties,
which had skipped the
meeting in a few previ-
ous sessions to convey
their protest with hap-
penings inside
Parliament, were present
in full force in an infor-
mal setting marked by
Modi's wit and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra's relaxed
and easy presence.
Sources said Priyanka
made polite enquiries
from Modi about his

foreign trip, setting the
tone for a rare convivial
setting involving govt &
opposition members,
some of whom nudged
for a longer session as
the 15-day sitting of
winter session, which
was adjourned sine die,
was one of the shortest
ever. With her brother
Rahul Gandhi, leader of
opposition in LS being
in Germany, first-time
MP Priyanka was the
main Congress voice in
the meeting. Her confi-
dence but easy manner
was a change from
Rahul's more aggressive
and confrontational
approach, a source said.
Modi, sources said,
asked opposition MPs
about the session and
praised RSP MP NK
Premachandran, a
Congress ally, for his
diligence in parliamen-
tary business.

At Speaker's chamber, a
rare show of govt. 

opposition bonhomie

New Delhi

A man asking his wife
to maintain an Excel
sheet for all the house-
hold expenses cannot be
termed as cruelty to ini-
tiate criminal proceed-
ings, Supreme Court on
Friday said while
quashing an FIR regis-
tered by the wife

against her husband.
The court said that it
maybe a reflection of
Indian society where
men often try to domi-
nate and take charge of
the finances but cannot
be a basis to initiate
criminal proceedings.
A bench of Justices B V
Nagarathna and R
Mahadevan said courts

have to be extremely
careful in dealing with
matrimonial complaints
and must take pragmatic
realities into considera-
tion while dealing with
such cases as many of
them are because of
daily wear and tear of
marriage which can in
no way, be categorised
as cruelty. Allowing the

plea of husband for
quashing of criminal
case which was initiated
after various allegations
were made against him
including that he was
sending money to his
parents, asking her to
maintain account of
daily , constantly taunt-
ing her about afterbirth
weight etc.

NEW DELHI

Karnataka chief minister
Siddaramaiah on Friday
dismissed claims of a
two-and-a-half-year
“power-sharing arrange-
ment” within the state
government.
Facing repeated ques-
tions from the
Opposition over his
tenure on the last day of
the Legislative
Assembly session in
Belagavi, Siddaramaiah
said there was no such
agreement in place and

made it clear that he
would remain the CM
until the party high com-
mand decides otherwise.
' “First, the people must
bless us. Then the legis-
lators elect the leader in
the Legislative Party

meeting, and after that,
the high command
decides. 
That is all I have said.
Even now, I am the
Chief Minister, and I
will remain the Chief
Minister until the high

command decides other-
wise,” he said.
Reacting to
Siddaramaiah’s remarks,
BJP MLA and Leader of
the Opposition in the
Assembly, R Ashoka,
questioned the claim,
saying, “You were elect-
ed for five years by the
Legislative Party. What
about 2.5 years?”
Siddaramaiah respond-
ed, “I never said any-
thing about two and a
half years. There is no
such agreement as two
and half years.”

NEW DELHI: Tamil
Nadu chief electoral
officer Archana Patnaik
on Friday said the draft
electoral roll, after the
Special Intensive
Revision (SIR), for the
state now includes
5,43,76,755 voters,
comprising 2.66 crore
women and 2.77 crore
men.She said that prior
to the SIR, the poll-
bound state had around
6.41 crore registered
voters, and the exercise
led to the deletion of
97,37,832 names from
the rolls.
According to Patnaik,
the deletions included
26.94 lakh voters who

had died, 66.44 lakh
voters who had perma-
nently shifted or
migrated, and 3,39,278
duplicate entries where
individuals were found
to be registered in
more than one place.
She added that among
those marked as
migrated, 66,44,881
persons were found not

residing at their regis-
tered addresses after
three rounds of door-
to-door verification
conducted across the
state. The SIR in the
DMK-ruled state was
conducted amid vehe-
ment opposition by
chief minister MK
Stalin, whose party
filed a petition in the

Supreme Court against
the major roll-revision
exercise in the southern
state.“To prevent this
anti-democratic move,
we convened an all-
party meeting and
passed a resolution
condemning the SIR.
The Election
Commission’s decision
to carry out a full revi-
sion of the electoral
roll just months before
the election is part of a
well-planned strategy
to delete legitimate
voters,” CM Stalin said
while criticising the
Election Commission's
electoral roll sanitisa-
tion exercise.

MUMBAI

With victims and eye-
witnesses deposing in
sign language, a special
Pocso court recently
convicted and sentenced
to two years' rigorous
imprisonment the former
headmaster and a retired
teacher of a school for
the deaf and aphasic for
the sexual assault of
three students between
2013 and 2014.
The judge noted school
is a "pious institute" and
children trust their teach-

ers and consider them as
guiding light for life. "If
this trust is betrayed and
when (a) Godlike figure
himself sexually tortures,
no doubt the victims
would carry a trauma for
life," special judge
Satyanarayan R
Navander said.
Finding the accused,
both in their 60s, guilty
of aggravated sexual
assault, the court said
"the accused were teach-
ers of the school for the
deaf and dumb students
i.e. the victims.

Sex assault: Ex-princi-
pal jailed after sign 
language testimonySRINAGAR

Adventure Tour
Operators Association
of India (ATOAI), the
national representative
body of Indian adven-
ture tour operators, on
Friday described J&K
as a safe and secure
tourist destination,
calling for the reopen-
ing of all spots closed
by the Union Territory
administration after the
Pahalgam terror attack.
Addressing a press
conference, ATOAI
president Ajeet Bajaj
said the body had suc-
cessfully held its 17th

annual convention in
Srinagar without any
issues. “Some of our
members also went on
trips to Pahalgam,
Sonamarg and
Gulmarg. Everything is
great here, and back to
normal. 
We want to get more
tourists back to J&K as
early as possible and
are keen to see all our
areas open to adven-
ture tourism,” Bajaj
said, even as he admit-
ted that certain situa-
tions weren’t in any-
one’s control.
“I have been coming to
Gulmarg every winter. 

Everything back to normal

in Kashmir: ATOAI

New Delhi

The Ministry of Civil
Aviation has provided
for extensive rights and
protections of air trav-
elers. It gives clear
guidelines on flight
delays, cancellations,
baggage, ticket man-
agement among other
things.
These provisions
become significant to
understand to ensure
consumer rights espe-
cially after the recent
flight disruption crisis.

Here's a glimpse at cer-
tain key provisions to
ensure passenger con-
venience: The Ministry
has laid down regula-
tions regarding com-
pensation and assis-
tance for disrupted
flights, such as: 

Delays: Passengers are
entitled to free meals in
flights delayed between
2 to 4 hours, while
alternative flights or
refunds have to be
given for flights that
are delayed for over 6
hours. 

Flight delays, cancellations: Air trav-

elers have rights during disruptions

New Delhi

Pollution levels in
Delhi-NCR have risen
again. On Saturday, the
Air Quality Index
(AQI) in Delhi was
recorded at 401 at 10
AM, which falls into
the "severe" category.
In view of the rising
pollution levels, the
Commission for Air
Quality Management
(CAQM) has imple-
mented restrictions
under the Graded
Response Action Plan.

The AQI in

Delhi-NCR has

crossed 400

The Union Minister for Home Affairs and
Cooperation, Shri Amit Shah at the CREDAI
National Conclave “Viksit Bharat @ 2047” in New
Delhi on December 19, 2025

'No agreement': CM Siddaramaiah
rejects power-sharing theory

EC deletes over 97 lakh voters in poll-bound Tamil Nadu

Asking wife to keep expense sheet not cruelty, rules SC

During the event, Modi
launched key Ayush
initiatives, including
the My Ayush
Integrated Services
Portal and the Ayush
Mark as a global quali-
ty benchmark, and
released a WHO tech-
nical report on yoga
training. He also felici-
tated the recipients of
Prime Minister's
Awards for
Outstanding
Contribution to the
Promotion and
Development of Yoga,
recognising their sus-
tained efforts in taking
yoga to a global audi-
ence.

Modi launched key

Ayush initiatives

He also inaugurated the new WHO South-East
Asia Regional Office Complex in Delhi, describ-
ing it as a global hub for research, regulation and
capacity building. Linking traditional medicine to
modern health challenges, he said lifestyle imbal-
ances are driving diseases such as diabetes, heart
disease, depression and cancer. "Restoring bal-
ance is not just a global cause but a global
urgency," he said. The PM announced steps to
strengthen integrative cancer care, combining tra-
ditional systems with modern treatment.

Lifestyle imbalances are driving diseases
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Tharwai / Arun
Parashar, a dynamic
officer from Agra
district, has taken
charge as the
Assistant
Commissioner of
Police, Tharwai
Police
Commissionerate,
Prayagraj. Upon
assuming charge, he gathered information about the
areas falling under the police stations of his circle.
During this time, he stated that this is his first assign-
ment in the police department as ACP Tharwai. As the
Assistant Commissioner of Police, Tharwai, Arun
Parashar will fulfill his duties responsibly and will take
strict action against anyone who creates any kind of
disorder in the area. He will ensure the quick resolution
of problems faced by complainants, and will crack
down on crime and criminals. No laxity in work will
be tolerated. Strict action will be taken against those
involved in incidents of robbery, snatching, theft, etc.
He will also expedite the resolution of public griev-
ances. Arun Parashar is originally from Agra district
and previously served as a Medical Officer in the
Indian Army for 11 years. After that, he was selected as
a PCS officer in the 2023 batch of the Uttar Pradesh
Police Department. He has now taken charge as the
Assistant Commissioner of Police, Tharwai, and has
familiarized himself with the problems of the area,
paying special attention to sensitive areas. He stated
that action will be taken against anyone who disrupts
peace and order in the area, and criminals will be dealt
with strictly. His father was also involved in education,
and his wife is a computer engineer. It is evident that
the entire family is highly educated, and each son and
daughter has achieved a good position through hard
work and dedication. The newly appointed ACP Arun
Parashar has been a top performer in academics, study-
ing science in high school and intermediate, and also
pursuing an MBBS degree. He served as a Medical
Officer in the Indian Army for eleven years. His dream
is to perform his duties diligently and responsibly and
to ensure that justice prevails in every case of injustice.
No crime will be tolerated; action will be taken.

New ACP Takes Charge as

Assistant Commissioner of

Police, Tharwai

Prayagraj.Justice
Manoj Kumar Gupta,

who is set to become the
Chief Justice of the
Uttarakhand High
Court, is known for his
landmark decision
allowing a 17-and-a-
half-year-old rape vic-
tim to terminate her 31-
week pregnancy.  In this
judgment, he empha-
sized that the pregnant
woman's wishes and
consent are paramount,
even if terminating the
pregnancy poses a risk
to the mother's and
child's lives. He has also
delivered several other
significant judgments
that have enhanced the
credibility of the judici-
ary in society. Some of
the key judgments
i n c l u d e : D i r e c t i n g
Omaxe Buildhome
Limited to deposit Rs.
25 crore and release 50
flats in addition to the
170 flats already
released in favor of
homebuyers in stalled
projects in
Noida.Ruling that

merely the threat of
encroachment and the
assertion that the land is
required for planned
development for a pub-
lic purpose does not ful-
fill the conditions under
Section 17 of the Land
Acquisition Act, 1894,
and does not negate the
need to hear and decide
on the objections of the
landowners.Stating that
there is no provision for
a re-medical examina-
tion after an appeal is
rejected by the
Divisional Medical
Board under the Uttar
Pradesh Police
Constable and Head
Constable Service
Rules, 2015.Awarding
compensation of Rs. 5
lakh to a 35-year-old
law student who was
admitted to a law col-
lege against the rules
and whose admission
was canceled after he
passed the first-semes-
ter examination.Ruling
that a writ petition can
be filed in a contractual
dispute if it is for the

protection of rights cre-
ated by the
contract/agreement. It
was also stated that new
rights cannot be
claimed under the con-
tract.BiographyManoj
Kumar Gupta obtained
his law degree from
Lucknow University in
October 1987 and regis-
tered as an advocate the
same year, beginning
his practice in the High
Court. He specialized in
civil, rent control, and
constitutional matters.
On April 12, 2013, he
became an Additional
Judge of the Allahabad
High Court, and on
April 10, 2015, he
became a Permanent
Judge. His name was
recommended by
Supreme Court Justice
Altamas Kabir, and
President Pranab
Mukherjee approved
the appointment. Justice
Manoj Kumar Gupta
will serve at the
Allahabad High Court
from November 22,
2023 to 2024.

Prayagraj: A meeting was
held on Friday at the Sangam
Auditorium under the chair-
manship of District
Magistrate Manish Kumar
Verma, in the presence of rep-
resentatives of recognized
national and state political
parties, regarding the special
intensive revision program of
the electoral rolls of the
assembly constituencies. In
the meeting, the District
Magistrate gave detailed
information to the representa-
tives of the national and state
political parties about the
progress and activities of the
re-verification and mapping
of ASD (Absent, Shifted,
Dead) voters being carried
out under the special inten-
sive revision program. The
District Magistrate said that
the main objective of the spe-
cial intensive revision pro-
gram of the voter list is to
make the voter list updated,
error-free and free from dis-
crepancies, ensuring that the
names of eligible voters are
included and the names of
ineligible voters are not
included. All the representa-
tives of the political parties
have a special role in this
work, and their cooperation is
needed. He said that the ASD

list of voters prepared by the
BLOs has been shared with
all of you. If any person has
been mistakenly included in
the ASD list, they can be
removed from the list by
December 26, otherwise the
name of the concerned voter
will not be included in the
draft publication list.
Therefore, you are requested
that the BLOs appointed by
you should work with full
dedication and cooperate with
the BLOs so that no eligible
voter is left out. The District
Magistrate informed that the
ASD (Absent, Shifted, or
Deceased) list, prepared by
the BLOs (Booth Level
Officers) identifying
deceased, permanently shift-
ed, duplicate/already enrolled,
absent, and other voters, has
been shared with the BLAs

(Booth Level Agents)
appointed by all political par-
ties and has also been pasted
at all polling booths.  A
searchable list of ASD voters,
prepared in a polling station-
wise format, has also been
uploaded on the Prayagraj
district website -
https://prayagraj.nic.in, where
the general public can check
their names in the ASD list. If
a person's name has been
incorrectly marked in the
ASD list by the BLO, they
can contact the concerned
BLO or ERO (Electoral
Registration Officer) to have
their name removed from the
list.The District Magistrate
further stated in the meeting
that special focus is currently
being placed on identifying
and locating these ASD vot-
ers. 

Bureau Report  by Pradeep Kumar Pandey
Ghazipur. Under the direction of the Superintendent
of Police, Ghazipur, the campaign against crime and
criminals in the district has achieved another success.
On Friday, December
19, 2025, under the
guidance of the
Additional
Superintendent of
Police (Rural) and
Circle Officer Sudhakar
Pandey, the
Mohammadabad police
station conducted a sig-
nificant operation as
part of a search warrant
campaign.A police team, led by Sub-Inspector Lallan
Ram Bind, raided various suspected locations. During
the operation, the team arrested Arvind Kushwaha,
son of Ayodhya Kushwaha, approximately 41 years
old, a resident of Bakharipur village, Mohammadabad
police station, Ghazipur district, who had been want-
ed for a long time.Following the arrest, the accused
was sent to be presented before the Honorable Court
after necessary legal procedures were completed.The
successful operation involved Station House Officer
Pramod Kumar Singh, Sub-Inspector Lallan Ram
Bind, and other members of the police team. 

Young man dies after being burned in

Dhoomanganj; police launch investigation

Prayagraj: A young man died under suspicious cir-
cumstances after being severely burned near Nehru
Park in the Dhoomanganj police station area. The
incident came to light in the morning. Police arrived
at the scene after receiving information about the dis-
covery of the burnt body and have launched an inves-
tigation. The young man has not yet been identified.
Police are investigating several angles. The man is
believed to be around 30 years old. Some people are
suggesting that he died from burns sustained from a
bonfire, while others suspect foul play.

Kaushambi. On
December 14th, in
Fakirabad under Sarai
Akil police station, Shiv
Prasad's cow was untied
and taken away and
slaughtered. Case number
346/25 under Section 325
of the IPC and Sections
3/5A/8 of the Cow
Slaughter Prevention Act
was registered at Sarai
Akil police station.
Considering the serious-
ness of the incident,
Superintendent of Police
Rajesh Kumar formed
teams and instructed
them to investigate the
incident and arrest the
accused quickly.

In this
sequence, the formed
teams were conducting
raids at possible locations
to arrest the accused.

During this time, Sarai
Akil police received
information that the
accused in the cattle
slaughter incident were
present near Shakeel
Ahmed's mango orchard
on the Usmanpur to
Hasanpur link road in
Purkhas and were plan-
ning to commit a similar
crime again. Based on

this information, as soon
as the police teams
reached the spot to appre-
hend them, the accused,
seeing themselves sur-
rounded, fired at the
police team with the
intention of killing them.
When the police team
asked them to surrender,
they again fired at the
police team with the

intention of killing them
while trying to escape.
The police fired in self-
defense, in which one
accused was shot in the
leg, and another accused,
taking advantage of the
darkness, tried to escape
but was also surrounded
and arrested by the police
team.
Upon questioning, the

injured accused identified
himself as Sartaj alias
Taj, son of late
Hayatullah, resident of
Fakirabad, Sarai Akil
police station, and the
arrested accused identi-
fied himself as Nihal, son
of Ayub, resident of
Fakirabad, Sarai Akil
police station.  An illegal
315 bore pistol, one live
315 bore cartridge, two
spent 315 bore cartridges,

4 cleavers, a wooden
block, a nylon rope and
Rs. 1,340/- were recov-
ered from the accused.
Upon being interrogated
strictly, the accused con-
fessed that they, along
with their accomplices
Cash alias Monu and
Khalid alias Ganthe, had
taken the complainant's
cow and slaughtered it.
They also stated that they
were spotted by some
people while transporting
the beef, which is why
they fled their homes.
The injured accused was
sent to the district hospi-
tal in Manjhanpur for pri-
mary treatment. Further
legal action is being
taken. Both the injured
and arrested accused are
notorious cattle smug-
glers.

Bureau Report by Pradeep
Kumar Pandey

Ghazipur: A village meeting
was organized today,
December 19, 2025, in Tisra
village under the
Bahariyabad police station
area of ??the district, chaired
by Village Head Satish
Chauhan. BDO Sadat and
Station House Officer
Krishna Pratap Singh, along
with their team, were present
at the meeting.The Mission
Shakti team, including Head
Constable Kamlesh Kumar
Yadav, Constable Abhishek
Tiwari, Constable Shivam
Yadav, Woman Constable
Manisha Singh, and Cyber
??Help Desk employee
Woman Constable Namita
Yadav, were present on the

stage.During the meeting,
under Mission Shakti Phase-
5, women and girls were
given detailed information
about important emergency
numbers related to safety and
assistance—112, 1090, 1076,
1930, 1098, and 181.
Information about various
welfare schemes launched by

the Chief Minister, such as
the Sukanya Samriddhi
Yojana and the Widow
Pension Scheme, was also
provided to the villagers.A
large number of villagers
were present at the meeting
and played an active role in
making the program a suc-
cess.

Arrest Made in Search
Warrant Campaign

One accused in cattle slaughter incident injured in
police encounter, another arrested

Manoj Gupta to become
Chief Justice of Uttarakhand

.Prayagraj: The
Allahabad High
Court has stated that
if cough syrup con-
taining codeine is
being used for intoxi-
cation rather than for
medical purposes,
then action can be
taken under the NDPS
Act along with the
Drugs and Cosmetics
Act. 
While making this
observation, the court
dismissed the petition
seeking to quash the
FIR and stay the
arrests. This order
was given by a divi-
sion bench of Justice
Siddharth Verma and
Justice Achal Sachdev
on a petition filed by
Birendra Lal Verma
and four others, and
approximately 40
other accused, includ-
ing Shubham Jaiswal.
Police and the Excise
Department had
seized millions of
bottles of cough syrup
in several districts of
the state, including

Sonbhadra,
Ghaziabad, Varanasi,
Kanpur, and Jaunpur.
The investigation
revealed that these
syrups were being
smuggled from
Ranchi (Jharkhand) to
Uttar Pradesh and
other neighboring

states like Bihar and
Tripura through fake
bills and e-way bills.
In this case, the
police have registered
FIRs against approxi-
mately 40 people,
including Shubham
Jaiswal of Varanasi,
in various districts.

The accused had filed
petitions seeking to
quash these FIRs and
stay their arrests.
Codeine is used as an
intoxicantThe peti-
tioner's lawyer argued
that these medicines
are being sold under
license and, due to

the low quantity of
codeine, it does not
fall under the purview
of the NDPS Act.
However, Additional
Advocate General
Anoop Trivedi and
advocate Paritosh
Malviya argued that
codeine was used in

the seized medicine.
Therefore, if codeine
is being used as an
intoxicant instead of a
medicine, then action
can also be taken
under the NDPS Act.
After hearing both
sides, the court held
that the Drugs and
Cosmetics Act is for
maintaining standards
in the market, while
the NDPS Act is a
law enacted to pre-
vent the illegal trade
of narcotics.
Therefore, both laws
can be applied simul-
taneously. The High
Court dismissed all
the petitions and
directed the police to
continue the investi-
gation carefully and
without any malice.
They were involved
in drug trafficking
under the guise of a
license. Now they
could face harsh
penalties under the
NDPS Act and
lengthy prison sen-
tences.

Action will also be taken under the NDPS

Act in the cough syrup case; the path is

clear for the arrest of the accused

DM holds meeting with representatives

of national and state political parties

Gram Panchayat Meeting Held in

Tisra Village, Mission Shakti Team

Provides Awareness Information to

Women and Girls

Regarding electoral rolls of assembly constituenciesThe main

objective of the special intensive revision program is to make

the voter list updated, error-free and free from discrepancies
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West Siang, Upper Siang,
Dibang Valley, Lower Dibang
Valley, Anjaw, and Changlang
in Arunachal Pradesh adjoin-
ing Tibet and Myanmar is a
geostrategic milestone. It was
conceived in 2016 and is
expected to be completed in
2027. Work in this direction
has started at a quick pace.
This shows the urgency and
importance India gives to its
territorial integrity.
The infrastructural develop-
ment that China has brought
along the McMahon Line is
quite extensive. The frontier
highway is a precise and direct
response to this and to curb
China’s irrationality. The high-
way will become an all-weath-
er road to handle any geopo-
litical and geostrategic pres-

sure likely to emanate from
the other side of the border.
From Tawang to Vijayanagar,
which covers the entire bor-
der space in Arunachal
Pradesh, the frontier highway
is a milestone in India’s robust
preparedness in the eastern
Himalayas. The dragon finds a
fitting competitor.The scale
with which China develops its
infrastructural might, both at
the border and in the hinter-
land, the frontier highway is a
geostrategic imperative. The
risk these complex infrastruc-
tures present leaves no scope
for a second thought but to
act urgently to protect the ter-
ritorial integrity of India. The
frontier highway manifests
India’s right intent and seri-
ousness in addressing the pos-

sible dangers that the enemy
constantly poses. The frontier
highway will present the
required checkmate to
Chinese bullying attitudes in
the region. Beijing’s reaction
to these infrastructural initia-
tives is not new. It always does
this to keep itself relevant in
the thick of things. However, it
has no business in making any
comment as Arunachal
Pradesh is an integral part of
the sovereign India. China
uses this drama to keep the
issue alive and effectively uses
its propaganda machinery to
develop some geopolitical
weight in the region. It pres-
ents no hesitation in develop-
ing the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
through Pakistan-occupied

Kashmir (PoK). It knows the
disputed character of PoK and
exercises no restraint. Instead,
it tutors India on what it does
in its sovereign territory. India
understands China’s cunning
and exercises patience and
quietness, making necessary
preparations to check the lat-
ter’s possible misadventures.
However, the work-in-
progress frontier highway will
significantly strengthen India’s
border infrastructure and
seamless connectivity. It will
present a significant impetus
for encouraging economic
engagement in the region.
Infrastructure and connectivi-
ty have always played a piv-
otal role in modernising the
economy and opening the
scope for economic.

President George W Bush was famous for his
quite often hilarious gaffes, but he has been
receiving steady competition from the 81-year-
old President Joe Biden. The latest Biden pro-
nouncement may be more by way of a clumsy
and ill-informed analogy gone wrong. Luckily
for him, his presidential election rival, the
almost 78-year-old Donald Trump, makes quite
a few bloopers too.
Republican contender, former President
Donald Trump, may be tough on Mexican
immigrants with his infamous, if not too effec-
tive, border fence and wall, but Democrat Joe
Biden, the incumbent president, is in harmony
with the Democratic Party pro-immigration
stance. This even in the face of internal advice
that he should tough talk on the same border
issue Of course, hordes of poor and largely illit-
erate illegal immigrants in 2024 who don’t
speak English are not as welcome as they were
in the 1870s. In the 19th century and before,
immigrants, largely from Europe, slaves
brought in from Africa, and some immigration
from China, helped to populate the vast coun-
try. They threw out the British colonists,
pushed back the French and Mexicans, sub-
dued the native Red Indians, built the engines
of growth, and even fought a civil war amongst
themselves. Immigrants, many originally poor
and persecuted in their erstwhile home coun-
tries, have been a crucial feature of American
DNA. This is what Biden meant, but perhaps he
should have stopped right there. Immigrants
into America are known and lauded for their
hard work, ingenuity, and grit, and Biden was
addressing a crowd of mostly Asian Americans.
More recently, the brilliant IIT educated ones
from India, its ‘brain drain’ and America’s gain,
have been most useful in building America’s
preeminence in IT, other technology, and com-
merce. Scores of Indian-origin CEOs of mar-
quee companies on the Nasdaq and S&P 100
indices have led to the joke that you can’t be
CEO in America if you aren’t Indian. It is a com-
plete makeover of the earlier American image
of India as a land of teeming poverty, with
tigers, snake charmers, and fakirs thrown in.
President Joe Biden, keen to distinguish his
candidature from that of Donald Trump, decid-
ed to praise immigrants at a campaign recep-
tion fundraiser. On the campaign trail for Biden
1.0, he had vowed to enact legislation to make
the immigration process more ‘humane’ in con-
trast to President Trump’s mostly intended, but
not implemented, harsh measures. This time,
too, Trump is speaking of deportations.
However, as president, Biden could not make
much progress on immigration legislation with-
out bipartisan support because of surges of ille-
gal immigration at the southern border. And
calls, certainly from Republicans, but even from
Democrats, to seal the border and crack down
on asylum seekers. Some went so far as to call
for banning asylum altogether. But the consen-
sus is that, at this fundraiser, Biden let his
analogies run away with him. Biden said
American allies and partners Japan and India
are struggling economically ‘because they’re
xenophobic’. He included ‘frenemy’ China and
combatant Russia in the illustration as well.
Japan is opening up to a cautious immigration
policy as it grapples with its diminishing and
ageing population, and its economy has been
showing signs of recovery from a 25-year-long
recession. It is keen, however, not to import
terrorism and other social upheavals into its
very well-ordered culture. India is
the most populous country in
the world, with 65 per cent of
its people under the age of
35. It is the fastest-growing
major economy in the world.
, with 6-7 per cent GDP
growth per annum.

Petroleum products continue
to be strategic assets that are
still the drivers of all trans-
portation, significant elec-
tricity production, and many
industrial processes.
Petroleum and gas reserves
are nature’s blessing to only
a few select regions of the
world. Most large economies
in Europe, China, Japan, and
India, among others, are
major importers of petrole-
um products.Global strategic
petroleum reserves refer to
crude oil inventories (or
stockpiles) held by the gov-
ernment of a particular
country, as well as private
industry, to safeguard the
economy and help maintain
national security during an
energy crisis. Strategic
reserves are intended to be
used to cover short-term
supply disruptions.
The Ukraine war once again
emphasised the need for
logistic supply chain man-
agement and how disrup-
tions can upset any country’s
strategic and tactical inten-
tions. They also impact the
day-to-day lives of the citi-
zens. The disruption of elec-
tric power, petrol, and gas in
winter 2022 in Europe and
Ukraine was severe.
American sanctions on
Iranian and Russian oil have
greatly upset demand and
supply dynamics. The
Organisation of Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC)
often operates as a cartel to
control production and thus

influence prices. There is
thus a need for all importing
nations to not only broaden
the basket of sourcing coun-
tries but also to build their
own strategic storage capaci-
ties.
Global Petroleum Reserves
The world consumes roughly
100 million barrels of crude
oil per day. This translates to
36.5 billion barrels per year.
The proven global oil
reserves currently are nearly
1,650 billion barrels, and
that will last nearly 45 years.
For the last one decade there
has been no addition to
known oil reserves. Major
countries with percentages
of reserves are Venezuela
(18.2 per cent), Saudi Arabia
(16.2 per cent), Canada (10.4
per cent), Iran (9.5 per cent),
Iraq (8.7 per cent), Kuwait
(6.1 per cent), UAE (5.9 per
cent), Russia (4.8 per cent),
Libya (2.9 per cent), United
States (2.1 per cent), China
(1.5 per cent), India (0.29 per
cent), and Pakistan (0.021

per cent), among many oth-
ers.
Global Strategic Petroleum
Reserves
The International Energy
Agency (IEA), a group of 31
countries, requires members
to hold strategic reserves
equal to 90 days of the previ-
ous year’s net imports,
though commercial stock-
piles can be included in that
total. Only net-exporter
members of the IEA are
exempt from this require-
ment. The forward commer-
cial storage agreements
allow oil-exporting countries
increased flexibility in com-
mercial storage and allow
petroleum to be stored with-
in an oil-importing country.
Such reserves remain techni-
cally under the control of the
oil-exporting country.
In 2022, approximately 4.1
billion barrels of oil were
held in strategic reserves by
IEA member states, of which
1.4 billion were government-
controlled and the remain-

der were held by private
industry. The US, China (non-
IEA member), and Japan are
leading crude oil consumers
and maintain the largest SPR.
Many other non-IEA coun-
tries have started working on
their own SPR.
China’s Strategic Petroleum
Reserves
China has the second largest
storage, at 511 million bar-
rels. China’s daily consump-
tion is around 12 million bar-
rels of crude. Thus, their SPR
is equivalent to between 40
and 50 days of imports.
China eventually wants to
raise the figure to 90 days of
reserve. Russia has been the
major supplier to China of
late, contributing as much as
2.14 million barrels per day,
overtaking Saudi Arabia.
Russian oil was substantially
discounted due to Western
sanctions. Stockpiling partly
insulates Beijing from the
supply chain and pricing
dynamics. Also, larger stocks
will be required for a possi-
ble Taiwan Strait conflict that
could result in a military
blockade or economic or
trade sanctions. China has
also secured supply chains
through pipelines from
Russia, the trans-Myanmar
oil and gas pipeline, and
from central Asia, predomi-
nantly Turkmenistan.
Simultaneously, China is rap-
idly shifting to electric vehi-
cles and is not only building
lithium stocks for batteries
but has also acquired pro-

cessing facilities and mines,
including overseas.
Investment bank UBS esti-
mates that China might con-
trol a third of all global lithi-
um supplies by 2025. The US
SPR is the world’s largest,
with an authorised maxi-
mum capacity of 727 million
barrels. The reserves are
kept in salt caverns located
at different locations along
the Texas and Louisiana Gulf
Coasts. The US consumed an
average of about 20.01 mil-
lion barrels of petroleum per
day. It was a net petroleum
exporter of 1.64 million bar-
rels per day in 2023. It thus
has the capacity to play
around with the SPR. The US
government has historically
tapped into its SPR following
man-made accidents, eco-
nomic crises, and natural dis-
asters, though it has also sold
and loaned crude oil from
the SPR to other nations at
times. Japan held SPR equiv-
alent to 133 days of crude oil
imports in early 2022. That
amounts to 332 million bar-
rels based on the country’s
average monthly imports in
2021. Commercial stocks
amounted to 86 days of
imports. Japanese SPR stor-
age is spread across nearly a
dozen facilities. South Africa
has an SPR storage capacity
of 45 million barrels, man-
aged by PetroSA. Singapore
has sophisticated oil refiner-
ies and storage terminals, is
one of the world’s major oil
refining centres.

The prosecutors see this
as a criminal act, espe-
cially as it led to tax eva-
sion and suppression of
information, preventing
the American voter
from making an
informed judgement.
Numerous legal experts
are not convinced and
opine that the case is
weak. The Trump legal
team tried hard to delay
the trial until after the
elections or have it shift-
ed to another city. They
have been successful in
most of the cases,
including three prospec-
tive criminal trials
involving unlawful pos-
session of classified doc-
uments by Trump even
after demitting office
and an attempted insur-
rection on January 6,
2021, to overturn the
people’s mandate.His
lawyers took the stand
that their client could
not get justice in the
Manhattan Court in
New York, a bastion of
the Democratic Party.
They further alleged
that Judge Merchan’s
daughter had a business
relationship with the
Biden administration,
and hence there was a
conflict of interest. They
demanded that the
judge must recuse him-
self. 
Next, they asked that
the hearing be deferred
until the Supreme
Court’s decision on
Trump’s claim of
absolute presidential
immunity from all public
or private actions. They
tried to delay the jury
selection. None of these
worked, prompting
intemperate rants from
the defendant, despite
numerous gag orders by
the courts.
Earlier this week, Judge
Merchan finally cracked
the whip, holding

Trump in contempt for
nine violations. He
imposed a $1000 fine
for each violation, the
maximum permitted
under the law, while
recognising that it may
not mean anything to
the defendant but omi-
nously cautioning that
further violations could
even result in his incar-
ceration.Trump is put-
ting up a brave front,
but the legal troubles
are taking their toll. He
is short of funds; his
campaign has lost some
momentum, as he is
obliged to be present in
court for eight hours or
more, four days a week.
It may possibly have
even begun to sow
doubts in the minds of
some supporters. In any
event, his family mem-
bers are conspicuously
absent at the trials.
\Some of his former
friends and associates,
including former Vice
President Mike Pence,
have gone cold or even
turned hostile. That is
not to say that his grip
over the party has
weakened. Very few in
the Republican Party
dare to cross swords
with him. He continues
to be ahead of President
Biden in opinion polls by
4 to 6 percentage
points. That brings us
back to the question
about the timing of the
court cases. The ‘hush-
money’ case dates back
eight years, and the
other criminal cases
date back at least three
years. The civilian cases
also go back in time.
What were the prosecu-
tors doing all these
years? Even if he had
immunity from prosecu-
tion as president, it has
been over three years
since he relinquished
office. Is it a mere hap-

penstance that a flurry
of court cases has come
up for hearing bang in
the middle of the presi-
dential campaign? If
they have coalesced
organically at this junc-
ture, it is indeed too
much of a coincidence!
Given the stakes
involved, it is prudent
not to take things at face
value. The Biden admin-
istration naturally main-
tains that the
Department of Justice
and courts are inde-
pendent and that it has
no role to play. True,
division of power is
enshrined in the
Constitution, but is it so
watertight? Trump and
his followers blame the
White House for mas-
ter-minding his legal
troubles. He has been
calling President Biden
‘crooked’ besides
deploying even more
colourful language. He
describes the trials as an
“assault on America”.
\Be that as it may, it is a
no-loss proposition for
the ruling Democrats. If
Trump is disqualified,
the Republican cam-
paign could be thrown
into disarray. At the very
least, the renewed spot-
light on Trump’s charac-
ter-flaws and misde-
meanours is bound to
dent his standing with
the independents and
moderate Republicans
voters.nd yet the great-
est irony is that, come
November, Trump could
very well succeed in
reclaiming the high
office. All court cases
could then instantly
vanish in thin air, and
everything could be for-
given if not forgotten.
Would therefore one be
wrong to surmise that
when it comes to the
rich and powerful, the
wheels of justice.

A girl walks next to a
tent sprayed with a
message in solidarity
with pro-Palestinian
university students,
amid the ongoing con-
flict between Israel and
Palestinians, in Rafah in
the southern Gaza
Strip, May 2, 2024.
Image: REUTERS
The war in Gaza is due
to complete seven
months on May 7,
marking the longest
war in Gaza since
Israel’s voluntary vaca-
tion of Gaza in 2005.
Contrary to expecta-
tions, borne more out
of Israel’s enormous
military superiority
against Hamas as well
as past conflicts in
Gaza, the conflict has
not ended swiftly.
During this time, how-
ever, Israeli strikes have
flattened Gaza to the
ground, making it com-
pletely uninhabitable,
perhaps for decades.
The stench of death
and decay overwhelms
the thin strip straddling

the Mediterranean Sea,
with estimates of over
34,500 deaths, includ-
ing 13,000 children,
and over 77,500
injured and maimed for
life. Medical aid, food,
and water have been
severely restricted, and
most international aid
agencies, including
UNRWA as well as WCK
(World Central
Kitchen), have been
targeted and prevented
from delivering lifesav-
ing aid.Despite a UN
Security Council resolu-
tion of March 25 calling
for an immediate
ceasefire and the
unconditional release
of hostages, neither of
the warring parties has
been able to come to a
common understand-
ing. 

In the midst of it,
there was a period of
dangerous escalation
when an Israeli strike
on April 1 targeted the
Iranian Consulate
building in Damascus,
Syria, resulting in the

deaths of seven mem-
bers of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC), including
General Mohammad
Reza Zahedi, the sen-
ior-most commander in
Lebanon and
Syria.Outraged by the
attack on its ‘sovereign
territory’, Iran retaliat-
ed on April 13 with a
massive and well-syn-
chronised attack by
drones and missiles.
While most of the
drones were intercept-
ed mid-air, some of the
missiles found their
mark and struck the
Nevatim Israeli air base
in the Negev desert.
Nevatim is the air base
from which Israel
launched its F-35 fight-
ers that attacked the
Iranian consulate in
Damascus. Despite
decades of hostility
between Israel and
Iran, this was the first
time that Iran had
launched strikes direct-
ly on Israel from its ter-
ritory. 

Rafah offensive and war in Gaza

Clumsy and ill-informed

analogy gone wrong

Tibet and Myanmar is a geostrategic milestone

Petroleum products continue

to be strategic assets

Donald Trump on trial 
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