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New Delhi

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi met
with Russian President
Vladimir Putin at
Hyderabad House on
Friday. During the
meeting, PM Modi also
delivered an important
message on the Russia-
Ukraine conflict. He
stated that India is not
neutral. He emphasized
that India is on the side
of peace. Modi told
Putin that the Russia-
Ukraine conflict must
end now, through dia-
logue and diplomatic
efforts. He supported a
peaceful solution.
Responding to PM
Modi's statement, Putin
said that Russia is also
working for a peaceful
end to the conflict. He
said, "The welfare of
the world lies in the
path of peace. We must
all work together to
find a path to peace.
Given the efforts
underway recently, I
am confident that the

world will once again
return to
peace."AdvertisementO
n their mutual rela-
tions?PM Modi said,
"Our summit is pro-
gressing with many
results. Your visit is
historic. It has been 25
years since you
assumed office in 2001
and visited India for
the first time. That first
visit laid a strong foun-
dation for a strategic
partnership. I am per-
sonally very happy that
my relationship with
you has also completed
25 years. I believe that
the role you played in
2001 is a shining
example of what a
visionary leader is,

where he begins and
how far he can take the
relationship. India-
Russia relations are a
prime example of
this."On Economic
Relations?PM Modi
said, "I am confident
that we will discuss
many topics today.
May the economic
relations between India
and Russia expand fur-
ther. May we reach
new heights."What did
Vladimir Putin say to
PM Modi?Russian
President Vladimir
Putin then said, "First
of all, thank you very
much for inviting me. I
can share many details
about the events taking
place in Ukraine. We

are discussing a possi-
ble peaceful solution

with some partners,
including the United

States.Thank you for
your attention to find-
ing a solution to this
situation. Our paths are
deeply rooted in histo-
ry, but words don't
matter. What matters is

India-Russia friendship is as
steadfast as the Pole Star: Modi

New Delhi

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi has targeted
the central government
over the IndiGo opera-
tional crisis. In a
recent social media
post, he wrote,
"IndiGo's failure is the
price of this govern-
ment's monopoly
model." Once again,
ordinary Indians are

paying the price in the
form of delays, flight

cancellations, and a
sense of helplessness.

He said India deserves
fair competition in

every sector, not a
match-fixing monop-
oly.
Flights to be fully
normal by February
10: IndiGo
IndiGo canceled more
than 550 flights on
Thursday and another
400 on Friday, disrupt-
ing the travel plans of
hundreds of passen-
gers. On Thursday,
IndiGo informed the

Directorate General of
Civil Aviation
(DGCA) that its flights
would be fully normal
by February 10, 2026.
That day, the company
also sought a tempo-
rary relaxation of
flight duty rules, as the
country's largest airline
canceled more than
550 flights, disrupting
the travel of hundreds
of passengers.

Centre responsible for IndiGo's failure: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi

New Delhi

The Ministry of Road
Transport informed the
Lok Sabha that 1.77
lakh people died in
road accidents in the
country in 2024. This
is an average of 485
deaths per day. This is
a 2.3% increase com-
pared to 2023, when
1.73 lakh people died.
National Highways,
which constitute only
2% of the country's
total road network,
recorded 54,443 deaths
(31%). This is the low-
est share in the last
four years. In a written
reply to a question
from MP A. Raja,
Union Road Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari
said that according to
data received from
states and union territo-

ries, 1,77,177 deaths
were recorded in 2024.
Data for West Bengal
was taken from the
www.ioffportal. The
government said that
real-time accident
information is being
received better.
However, there is a
possibility of slight
improvement and the
figures may increase
slightly in the annual
report.The trend of
decreasing accidents
and deaths on national
highways was also
shared in the Lok
Sabha. Accidents on
the National Highways
decreased from 1.52
lakh in 2022 to 1.29
lakh, while deaths
decreased from 56,007
in 2021 to around
54,000.In Uttar
Pradesh, deaths on

In 2024, 485 people will

die in road accidents

every day: Govt.

New Delhi 

During Zero Hour in the
Rajya Sabha, Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) MP
Raghav Chadha strongly
opposed the rapidly
growing 10-minute
delivery services, saying
this practice should be

stopped immediately
because it puts the lives
of gig workers at risk.
He said these delivery
boys are not machines,
but someone's father,
husband, brother, or son.
Chadha said, "We
expect food to arrive in
10 minutes, but do we

consider the safety of
those who make these
deliveries?" Chadha said
that delivery and ride-
hailing workers working
for companies like
Zomato, Swiggy,
Blinkit, Zepto, Ola, and
Uber are the invisible
wheels that drive the

country's economy.
They ensure people's
convenience by provid-
ing notifications like
"Order has arrived" or
"Ride has arrived" at the
click of a button on a
mobile app. But people
don't see the plight and
struggle of the people.

Lucknow

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, while con-
ducting a high-level
review of ongoing efforts
to boost foreign invest-
ment in the state on
Friday, clearly stated that
Uttar Pradesh is now not
just a state of investment
potential, but also a state
of investment confi-
dence. He instructed offi-
cials to maintain constant
communication with
every investor, and there

should be no room for
delay at any level. The
Chief Minister stated
unequivocally that
"speed, stability, and sup-
port" should be the hall-
mark of the new Uttar
Pradesh. The meeting

was informed that Uttar
Pradesh received
US$683 million in for-
eign investment in the
financial year 2025-26,
up to September 2025,
and the state's total
cumulative foreign

investment since October
2019 has reached
US$2,754 million.
Officials also reported
that the state has
received foreign invest-
ment inflows of ?5,963
crore in the current peri-
od, representing a sharp
increase compared to
previous years. The
Chief Minister was
informed that under the
FDI-FCI-Fortune 500
Policy-2023, 11 invest-
ment applicants have
submitted proposals.

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Friday ruled that tem-
ple offerings to deities
cannot be used to res-
cue financially troubled
cooperative banks. A
bench comprising
Chief Justice Surya
Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi made
the strong remark
while hearing an
appeal filed by some
cooperative banks chal-
lenging a Kerala High
Court order directing
them to return money
deposited with the

Tirunelli Temple
Devaswom.CJI's stern
commentThe CJI
asked, "Do you want to
use temple funds to
save the bank? What's
the problem with trans-
ferring temple funds,
which are lying in a
struggling cooperative

bank, to a competent
nationalized bank that
can offer maximum
interest?"The CJI stat-
ed that temple funds
belong to the deity and
must be protected,
safeguarded, and used
solely for the benefit of
the temple. It cannot

become a source of
income or survival for
the cooperative bank.
The Mananthavady Co-
operative Urban
Society Limited and
the Thirunelli Service
Co-operative Bank
Limited had filed peti-
tions challenging the
High Court's order.The
High Court had direct-
ed five cooperative
banks to break the
fixed deposits (FDs) of
the Devaswom and
return the entire
amount within two
months, as the banks
had not returned the

New Delhi

The Nagpur bench of
the Bombay High
Court has ruled that the
use of loudspeakers at
religious places is not
an integral part of any
religion. According to
the High Court, the
Supreme Court had
also not declared loud-
speakers mandatory in
its ruling. The High
Court's decision came
on a petition filed by a
mosque. The Gausia
Mosque, located in

Gondia district,
Maharashtra, had
sought the reinstate-
ment of the use of
loudspeakers. The
mosque filed a petition
in the High Court,
which the court heard
and upheld the
Supreme Court's deci-
sion. 
According to the court,
the mosque failed to
produce any document
as evidence that the use
of loudspeakers is
mandatory for offering
prayers.

Use of loudspeakers is not
mandatory in any reli-

gion: Bombay High Court
New Delhi

A bench comprising
Chief Justice Surya
Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi
upheld the Kerala High
Court's decision and
dismissed petitioner
Rajasimha's appeal.
The High Court had
previously dismissed a
public interest litiga-
tion (PIL) filed on the
matter. During the
hearing, the Chief
Justice observed that
Arundhati Roy is a

renowned author and
has not promoted any-
thing. The book also
carries a warning. He
noted that it appears to
be a case of publicity
stunting, as no major
advertisements or bill-
boards have been put
up in the city. The
image is visible only to
readers who purchase
the book and does not
constitute any form of
publicity. The bench
ruled that the author
and publisher, Penguin
Hamish Hamilton.

Plea to stop sale of

Arundhati's book rejected;

no relief for Shakira murder

Siliguri

Border Security Force
North Bengal Frontier
Inspector General
Mukesh Tyagi stated
that fencing along the
border is essential to
prevent Bangladeshi
infiltration. Land acqui-
sition for this purpose is
becoming difficult.
Fencing is not possible
due to the lack of
land.104 kilometers of
the border remains com-
pletely open.Speaking
to reporters in Siliguri,

Bengal, he said that the
total 936 kilometers of
India-Bangladesh inter-
national border falls
under our jurisdiction.
Of this, 104 kilometers
remains completely
open. Of this, more than
56 kilometers are river-
ine areas, where fencing
is not possible, while

the remaining 56 kilo-
meters are open
land.BSF has requested
land from the Bengal
government.The BSF
has requested land from
the Bengal government
for this purpose. ?51.92
crore has been deposited
in the treasury, yet only
20 acres of land has
been made available so
far. This could allow for
approximately five kilo-
meters of fencing. He
clarified that "limited
support is being
received from the state
government .

Land acquisition for fencing

remains the biggest problem
New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Friday issued a stern
remark, stating that if the
Governor and the Chief
Minister of Kerala do not
reach an agreement on the
appointment of Vice
Chancellors, the Supreme
Court will intervene. A
bench of Justices J.B.
Pardiwala and P.B. Varale
made this remark while
hearing a case related to the
appointment of Vice
Chancellors for the APJ
Abdul Kalam Technological
University and the
University of Digital
Sciences Innovation and
Technology. 

Reach a consensus or
we will appoint Vice

Chancellors:
Supreme Court

President Draupadi Murmu and Prime Minister

Narendra Modi with Russian President Vladimir

Putin.

Speed, stability and support will further
accelerate UP's industrial development: Yogi

Supreme Court's remark: 'Temple money

belongs to God', 'Can't use it to rescue banks'

Demand for ban on 10-minute delivery services:
This is an atrocity on gig workers: Raghav

New Delhi
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi held a joint press
conference with Russian
President Vladimir Putin
at Hyderabad House in
Delhi on Friday. During
the press conference,
Prime Minister Modi
said, "I am delighted to
welcome President Putin
to the 23rd India-Russia
Summit today. His visit
comes at a time when our
bilateral relations are
experiencing significant
milestones. 25 years ago,
President Putin laid the
foundation of our strate-
gic partnership.

India-Russia to increase

exchange of students

and sportspersons
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Tharwai / On November
27th, three unidentified
individuals came near
Semri village in the
Tharwai police station
area, snatched a phone,
and fled. The victim,
Nitesh Kumar Yadav, son
of Deepchandra Yadav, a
resident of Dhokri,
Phulpur, was on his way
from his home in Andawa
for some work when the
incident occurred. The
incident occurred near
Semri village in the
Tharwai police station
area. On November 27th,
Nitesh Kumar Yadav was
on his way from Dhokri
to Andawa for some
work. Around 8 p.m., he
stopped near Semri vil-
lage in Tharwai and was
talking to someone when
three unidentified miscre-
ants arrived on a Bullet,
snatched his phone, and
fled the scene. He was
deeply troubled but could
not find out anything.
The victim gave written
information about the
incident to Tharwai
police station.
The police took immedi-

ate cognizance of the
matter and registered a
case under section 304
(2) against three
unknown bullet riders
and continued investiga-
tion. Under the direction
of DCP Ganganagar,
ADCP Ganganagar and
under the efficient leader-
ship of ACP Tharwai
Chandrapal Singh Nav,
due to the activeness of
the police, in the case of
robbery on Friday, two
accused, Prateek Mishra,
son of Ramshankar
Mishra, resident of
Devhata police station
Meja and the second
accused Chandan Kumar
Bharatiya, son of
Chandrabali Bharatiya,
resident of Ramnagar
Budharpur Meja, were
arrested near the highway
underpass of village

Berui in Tharwai police
station area. The looted
mobile, Rs 2000, an ille-
gal country-made pistol
and cartridges were
recovered from the pos-
session of both the
accused. On the basis of
the said arrest and recov-
ery, further legal action
was taken by adding sec-
tions 310 (2) and 3/25 of
the Arms Act. The police
team that arrested the
accused included
Inspector Tharwai
Santosh Kumar Pandey,
SI Girish Chandra,
Aleem Khan, and female
sub-inspector Akanksha
Dwivedi. Inspector
Tharwai Santosh Kumar
Pandey stated that three
more accused are current-
ly being searched for and
will soon be in police
custody.
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District Magistrate Mr. Manish
Kumar Verma chaired a meeting
of the District Education and
Monitoring Committee, MDM
Task Force, and Nipun Task
Force, constituted to review the
schemes run by the Basic
Education Department, in
Sangam Auditorium on Friday.
District Basic Education Officer
Mr. Anil Kumar presented points
related to the departmental
schemes. During the review, top-
ics such as meeting school stan-
dards on 19 parameters under
Operation Kayakalp, updated
progress by construction agen-
cies, immediate completion of
electrical connection/electrifica-
tion work in schools by the
Electricity Department, shifting
of high-tension wires running

through school premises,
progress on the construction of
the Chief Minister's Model
Composite School and Chief
Minister's Abhyudaya School,
quality education according to the
school schedule, increasing stu-
dent digital attendance, regular
inspections of food items under
the MDM scheme by Food
Safety Officers, regular MDM
distribution in all schools, devel-
opment of kitchen gardens,
school inspections by District and
Block Development Officers in a

prescribed number and monthly
review meetings chaired by the
Sub-District Magistrate, availabil-
ity of daily supplies in Kasturba
Gandhi Residential Schools and
completion of ongoing construc-
tion works according to the time-
line, transfer of DBT benefits to
all children, and providing gov-
ernment-approved benefits to
children with disabilities were
discussed.The District Magistrate
directed that all work be complet-
ed in a timely manner. The exe-
cuting agencies nominated for the

construction work were instructed
to do quality work and the
Electricity Department was
instructed to complete the
required work 100% within a
month.District Basic Education
Officer Shri Anil Kumar, In-
charge Chief Development
Officer, Project Director District
Rural Development Agency,
District Panchayat Raj Officer,
District Social Welfare Officer,
Chief Medical Officer, Principal
District Education and Training
Institute, District Supply Officer,
District Food and Marketing
Officer, Project Officer DUDA,
District Information Science
Officer, Electricity Department
and officers of the executing
agency UP CIDCO and RED, all
Block Education Officers and
District Coordinators were pres-
ent in the review meeting.

Akhand Bharat
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Soraon. On Friday,
Gram Panchayat
Secretaries held a
peaceful Satyagraha
protest at the block
headquarters against
the government's
online attendance
order. Secretaries
wore black bands as a
mark of protest. All
Gram Panchayat
Secretaries from the
block participated in
this protest, opposing
the government's

online attendance
order. As previously
announced, on
December 5th, all sec-
retaries sat on the
ground and staged a

peaceful protest at the
Soraon Block
Headquarters.In addi-
tion, they also
announced the
removal of their per-

sonal mobile numbers
from the department-
run WhatsApp
group.Meanwhile,
Secretaries Nitesh
Kumar Pal, Sushil

Kumar Dwivedi, and
Rajiv Kumar were
conducting Gram
Chaupal programs in
their pre-determined
areas. 
General Secretary
Ankit Maurya,
Kaushal Kumar, Lal
Pratap Yadav,
Mohammad Saqib,
Mohammad Sajid,
Mukesh Maurya,
Preeti Yadav, Richa
Yadav, Sunita Singh,
and Yashwant Yadav,
along with all other
secretaries, were pres-
ent.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Ghazipur. To expedite the
voter list revision campaign
under the district's Kotwali
Muhammadabad police sta-
tion, the local Shaheed Park
was transformed into a tem-
porary administrative facility
center on Friday. Under the
guidance of Sub-District
Magistrate Dr. Harshita
Tiwari, all Booth Level
Officers (BLOs) from the
tehsil were present at the spe-
cial SIR camp, making it
extremely accessible and con-
venient for the public. SDM
Dr. Tiwari stated that, as per
the Election Commission of
India's directives, inclusion of
every eligible citizen's name
in the voter list and prompt
resolution of errors is the
administration's priority. This
camp proved extremely bene-

ficial for those who had not
yet received SIR forms or
whose applications were
pending.All services, includ-
ing name additions, correc-
tions, address changes, and
photo updates, were handled
on the spot. The BLOs veri-
fied the necessary documents,
immediately uploaded the
applications online, and initi-
ated the digitization process.
Complaints were also
resolved promptly. Despite
the crowd, the system

remained completely organ-
ized. People were seen com-
pleting their process without
any hassle. During this, voters
were also made aware by giv-
ing them information about
election related rules and
requirements.Dr. Tiwari said
that the aim of the administra-
tion is that no eligible citizen
should be deprived of the
right to vote. He appealed to
the people that those whose
name is not in the list or
whose details have errors,

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. CCTV footage
has surfaced in the case of
the firing on lawyer
Vijaykant Pandey. This
footage depicts the entire
incident. The video reveals
that initially, a heated argu-
ment broke out between
the two parties in front of a
shop. This argument quick-
ly escalated into a scuffle,
and pushing and shoving
ensued.First in the shop,
then outsideA small girl,
believed to be the daughter
of Omshiv Pandey, the
accused in the shooting, is
seen amidst the commo-
tion. During the scuffle,
the girl appears to fall from
the shop. The dispute then
escalates to the street out-
side the shop, and ultimate-

ly, one party opens fire.
The video also shows peo-
ple running away after the
shots were fired. The
shooting occurred on
Wednesday evening.
Yugank Pandey, son of
injured advocate Vijaykant
Pandey, stated in his com-
plaint to the police that his
father had gone to Santosh
Sweet House, Teliyarganj,
to buy sweets around 6-7
pm on December 4th. As
soon as he left the shop,
his car was forcibly
stopped by Omshiv
Pandey, his father
Ramsagar Pandey, his
mother Saraswati Devi, and
an unknown person accom-
panying them.
Yugank alleges that as soon
as his father got out of the
car, Omshiv opened fire

with the intent to kill him.
Vijaykant fell down after
being hit by multiple bul-
lets. A crowd gathered and
he was taken to the hospi-
tal. Yugank claims he wit-
nessed the entire
incident.The Shivkuti
police station in-charge
states that based on the
complaint, a case has been
registered against four peo-
ple: Omshiv Pandey,
Ramsagar Pandey,
Saraswati Pandey, and an
unidentified accused.
Omshiv Pandey has been in
custody since the incident
and is being interrogated.
The role of other accused
is being investigated.
CCTV footage that has sur-
faced is being included as
evidence in the investiga-
tion.

Live footage of the incident, CCTV
footage of firing on lawyer goes viral

Police arrested two accused in a
robbery case and sent them to jail

District Magistrate chairs meeting of District Education and

Monitoring Committee, MDM Task Force, and Nipun Task Force
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Prayagraj. Lawyers
protested on Friday
against the deadly attack
on advocate Vijaykant
Pandey. They blocked the
road in front of the
District Magistrate's
office, demanding the
cancellation of the attack-
er's license and a perma-
nent ban on his entry into
the court premises. The
incident occurred late
Thursday evening.
Advocate Vijaykant
Pandey had stopped at a
shop at Baba Chowraha
to buy sweets. When his
nephew Om Shiv Pandey
arrived, an argument
ensued, leading to Om
Shiv Pandey firing his
licensed revolver.The
attacker fired five bullets
in quick succession, three
of which hit Vijaykant.
He fell to the road, seri-
ously injured. The inci-

dent spread panic in the
area, and the shutters of
nearby shops were imme-
diately closed. Shivkuti
police arrived at the
scene upon receiving
information. The injured
Vijaykant was immediate-
ly admitted to Swarup
Rani Nehru Hospital.
After the victim revealed
the attacker's name,
police arrested Om Shiv

Pandey shortly after.On
Friday morning, lawyers
protested by blocking the
road in front of the
District Magistrate's
office gate. They stated
that the attack on a fellow
lawyer was a very serious
matter and that their
protest would continue
until strict action was
taken.

The lawyers warned that

if the administration did
not take strict action, the
movement would be
expanded. They stated
that this attack was not
just an attack on one indi-
vidual, but an attack on
the safety of the lawyer
community. The adminis-
tration and the Bar
Council must take deci-
sive action as soon as
possible.

Auraiya

To strengthen preparedness
for emergency situations and
maintain law and order, the
Auraiya Police conducted a
comprehensive anti-riot mock
drill at the district headquar-
ters in Kakor. Superintendent

of Police Abhishek Bharti was
present on the spot to super-
vise the exercise. Personnel
from ten different police units
participated in the drill, prac-
ticing riot control techniques
using modern equipment and
resources. The mock drill saw
the active involvement of

teams from the police depart-
ment, fire services, tear gas
unit, lathi-charge party, fire
unit, reserve force, first-aid
team, auxiliary units and
videography teams. During
the exercise, intensive train-
ing was provided in mob con-
trol tactics and the effective

use of anti-riot equipment. SP
Abhishek Bharti informed
that district police personnel
were trained in the operation
of tear gas shells, pellet guns,
rubber bullet guns and anti-
riot guns. In addition, differ-
ent teams were formed to
practice all legal procedures.

Police Conduct Anti-Riot Mock Drill at Auraiya District Headquarters

Gram Panchayat Secretaries Protest Against
Online AttendanceProtested by Wearing Black

Bands at Soraon Block Headquarters

Lawyers staged a road blockade to
protest the shooting, demanding
the attacker's license be revoked
Lawyers protested on Friday against the deadly attack on

advocate Vijaykant Pandey

Special Voter Correction Camp

Held at Shaheed Park, All Services

Available Under One Roof
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The day Aam Aadmi Party’s
national convener and Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
unveiled his 10 guarantees was
also the day when Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced her government’s
commitment to economic free-
dom by opposing the very idea
of wealth redistribution. It
became very clear that day that
the INDIA bloc must remain in
the Opposition and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
should come back to power.
Though Kejriwal did not consult
his alliance partners about the
10 guarantees he promised,
there is a likelihood of them
agreeing with him. For, on their
part, they have also made equal-

ly outlandish promises. Kejriwal
has pledged, among other
things, free 24-hour power sup-
ply, free healthcare that is not
based on insurance schemes,
freedom to the Indian Army to
get back the Indian territory
occupied by China, abrogation of
the Agniveer scheme, legal sta-
tus for MSP on all crops accord-
ing the Swaminathan
Commission report, two crore
jobs for the youth, and ease of
doing business for traders. A few
days later, Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi said that the
INDIA coalition, if victorious in
the ongoing general elections,
will work for the empowerment
of women: “Our sisters across
the country are ready to form

the INDIA Alliance government
with enthusiasm. From July, Rs
8,500 deposited in women’s
accounts every month, i.e., Rs 1
lakh annually, will change the
financial condition of every fam-
ily.” If wishes were horses, our
politicians would bring heaven
to earth, but that’s not the reali-
ty. Sometimes it takes a lifetime
for a wish to be realised, some-
times more than that. Just as
calamities cannot be wished
away, good outcomes cannot be
ushered in just by wishing them. 

If Kejriwal pledges to offer
free 24-hour power supply and
free healthcare, for instance, he
should also enlighten us where
the money would come from to
ensure such freebies. After all, it

costs a great deal to run power
plants, transmit and supply elec-
tricity, pay doctors and para-
medics, run hospitals, and so on.
In the final analysis, it is the pub-
lic exchequer that will bear the
costs. And since it is the taxpayer
money that makes the public
exchequer, ultimately taxpayers
will be burdened with these
expenses — that is, the people
who pay direct and indirect
taxes. in short, all people, as indi-
rect taxes are paid even by the
poor. Freebies, after all, are not
free. The same is true for the
Congress’ promise of offering
the largesse of Rs 1 lakh per
annum to women. If the grand
old party wins and redeems its
pledge.

On his first visit to Europe post-pandemic, Xi
Jinping met French President Emmanuel
Macron. Xi lauded China’s ties with France as a
“model for the international community amid
threats of a trade war over Chinese electric cars
and French cognac". Xi Jinping’s tour through
Europe, analysts point out, highlighted China’s
audacious strategy to exploit the fissures within
Europe amid great power contestation. Among
many other developments, the armed forces of
China and France announced the setting up of a
new inter-theatre cooperation and dialogue
mechanism. This collaboration between the
two militaries’ naval and air forces is aimed at
further deepening mutual trust and coopera-
tion and jointly safeguarding regional security
and stability.
Such a move towards forging closer Sino-French
military ties, especially amid Beijing’s assertive
manoeuvres in the Indo-Pacific and the South
China Sea, begs the question: Can Europe, and
particularly France, remain a reliable ally, or will
it become more accommodating of China’s con-
troversial actions in its neighbourhood?
Countries like India are watching closely, con-
cerned about France and Europe in the future
and potentially succumbing to China’s diplomat-
ic and economic enticements. China claims to
be “not at the origin of the Russian-Ukraine cri-
sis, nor a party to it, nor a participant", and thus
legitimises its silence. Can we anticipate a simi-
lar approach by Europe on issues concerning
Taiwan and the Philippines? In the past few
years, France’s relationship with China has been
marked by a mixture of scepticism and strategic
engagement, reflecting broader geopolitical
objectives and national interests. In the recent
past, France has been quite critical of China,
viewing it as a ‘strategic threat’. The 2021
update to France’s 2017 Defence and National
Security Strategic Review painted China as a
‘systemic rival’, ’economic competitor’, and
‘sometimes an important diplomatic partner’.
Even as Paris sought engagement with Beijing in
2019, substantial tensions clearly existed.
During Xi Jinping’s previous European tour,
President Macron rallied a united European
front to challenge Beijing on critical European
issues like unfair trade practices, restricted mar-
ket access for European companies, opaque
financing under the BRI, and human rights abus-
es in Tibet and Xinjiang.
Recent events and official statements have fur-
ther underscored this stance. A parliamentary
report on foreign interference in France,
requested by Marine Le Pen’s far-right party,
highlighted China’s “aggressive and increasingly
malicious methods”. Labelling China as the “sec-
ond most serious threat to France after Russia”,
the report echoed sentiments from Bernard
Emié, Director of French External Intelligence
(DGSE), who described China as an ‘aggressive
power’ with ‘unbridled diplomacy’.
Furthermore, the issue of France selling arms to
Taiwan resurfaced during the pandemic when
Taiwan announced plans to buy defence equip-
ment from France to upgrade missile systems
on French warships purchased in 1991 and
1992. Beijing expressed ‘serious concern’ and
urged Paris to avoid actions that could strain
Sino-French ties. Following Chinese air intru-
sions into Taiwan’s air defence zone, a French
delegation led by former defence minister
Alain Richard visited Taipei to meet
with President Tsai Ing-wen. 
This visit was seen as a powerful
symbol of France’s commit-
ment to opposing China’s uni-
lateral aggression and sup-
porting peace, security, and
stability in the Indo-Pacific.

The rough weather in north-
west Iran took the lives of
Iranian President Ebrahim
Raisi and Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir Abdollahian on
Sunday (May 19), along with
seven others, in a helicopter
crash while returning after
inaugurating a dam in East
Azerbaijan with his
Azerbaijanian counterpart,
Ilham Heydar oghlu Aliyev.
The two Presidents looked
happy and comfortable
despite some intra-regional
competition, especially in
the wake of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. The death
of President Raisi, along with
his foreign minister, has
indeed caused a vacuum on
key developments and initia-
tives, especially at this time
when the region is going
through a highly volatile war
in Gaza, which threatens to
expand beyond. In March
and April, Iran and Israel had
nearly come to a direct con-
frontation that could be
avoided due to pragmatism
and intervention by the US
and others in the region.
Limited strikes saved the face
for both. President Raisi,
despite his conservative
approaches domestically,
tried to be pragmatic even
as, under his watch, Iran con-
tinued on its path to increase
the enrichment of uranium
to keep the pressure on the
West and pursued the quest
to acquire parity with Israel
in the nuclear domain.
Perhaps the biggest credit
could go to him for the
Saudi-Iranian rapproche-
ment, along with working for
a regional modus vivendi

with the Arab world. His Act
East policy also brought
about closer relations with
India and China while they
worked to closely enrich ties
with Russia. At the same
time, in the wake of
Abraham Accords and the
further potential normalisa-
tion of ties between key Arab
countries and Israel, Tehran
emerged as a major protago-
nist of the Palestinian cause,
given its hold on Hamas in
Gaza. However, the mutually
assured destruction (MAD)
syndrome between Tehran
and Tel Aviv continues apace
and could threaten stability
in West Asia. Raisi success-
fully secured the release of
$6 billion in exchange for
some US prisoners and even
restrained Shia Iraqi militias
from attacking US military
assets. Although Iran has
been able to blunt the
impact of the severest sanc-
tions to a considerable
extent, it may have been
severely compromised in the

area of spare parts and tech-
nology. The fact that the
President was riding in a 15-
year-old helicopter not only
questions the choices of the
pilot or the leadership in
such a weather but also con-
firms the existence of restric-
tions on imports of spare
parts that may have been
imposed due to sanctions.
What really caused the crash
will only be confirmed by
detailed investigations of the
wreckage and Black Box. The
untimely death of President
Raisi has also caused a lead-
ership vacuum, as he was
mostly slated to succeed the
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah
Khamanei, who is 85 and is
said to be ailing. But as was
witnessed in the wake of the
helicopter crash, Khamanei
immediately took hold of the
situation, assuring the coun-
try that there would be no
governance crisis. As such,
he decides in the end, and
the armed forces, security,
and intelligence outfits, as

well as the Revolutionary
Guards (IRGC), look up to
him for instructions. He also
did not want to convey to his
detractors, both internally
and externally, that they
could exploit the crisis and
the transition. As for the suc-
cession issue, although the
demise of Raisi has caused a
vacuum, the argument for
Mojtaba succeeding his
father, Ayatollah Khamanei,
would become more elo-
quent and vociferous even
though the Supreme Leader
personally appears not to be
in favour of dynastic rule, as
quoted by many insiders, for
he would not like to be
accused of nepotism. One
more name that is being pro-
pounded to us is that of
white-turbaned Ali Reza
Arafi, whom the black-tur-
baned Supreme Leader
called an original intellectual
and prudent jurist. One
would have to see if the
colour of the turbans would
matter at all. He is a member
of the Assembly and was also
appointed to the Guardian
Council. His name has been
circulating for quite some
time. In any case, the presid-
ium of an assembly of
experts will identify the next
leader in due course. But the
‘Supreme Leader’ will also
have to be accepted by the
masses since Iran is facing
significant domestic discon-
tent as well as huge external
challenges, especially from
the West and Israel. Of
course, losing the President
and foreign minister, espe-
cially at such a difficult time,
is a challenge in itself for any

country, but the real power
lies with the Supreme
Leader, who is au fait with his
authority and capacity to
guide the Iranians. As per
Article 131(1) of the Iranian
constitution in the event of
the president’s demise or
incapacitation, the first vice
president will take over with
the approval of the Supreme
Leader (de facto), and fresh
elections will have to be con-
ducted within fifty days. It
reads, “In case of death, dis-
missal, resignation, absence,
or illness lasting longer than
two months of the President,
his first deputy shall assume
the powers and functions of
the President with the
approval of the Leader.”
Accordingly, Vice President
Mohammed Mokhber has
taken over the reins to con-
duct day-to-day affairs and
organise elections with the
head of judiciary and speaker
of the Iranian parliament.
Whether Mokhber will be de
jure promoted remains to be
seen.    Whether the next
president will be among the
known contenders for the
highest post in the country is
anyone’s guess. Meanwhile,
messages of support and
condolences have been
pouring in. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, on learning
about the hard landing of the
presidential helicopter yes-
terday, expressed India’s soli-
darity with Iran in this hour
of their crisis in a tweet. PM
Modi last met President Raisi
in 2023 at the Johannesburg
Summit, when India support-
ed Iran’s entry into BRICS,
and has spoken to him.

In China, the fear of
chaos that can come
from within and from
without is a central
rationale that legitimises
Xi Jinping's power grab.
Image: REUTERS
Thomas Hobbes’ seminal
work, Leviathan, pub-
lished in 1651, posits the
necessity of a powerful,
centralised authority to
prevent societal chaos
and ensure peace and
security. Hobbes had a
way with words; he
famously said that with-
out an all-powerful state,
whom he calls the
Leviathan, life would be
nasty, brutish, and short.
Those powerful words
have a global resonance
today, giving the state
across the world a free
run.We saw it in
Washington when more
than $3 trillion was print-
ed in monetary easing. In
Paris, monetary welfare
spending is out of hand,
and the Leviathan dares
not withdraw the free
fund, for that itself caus-
es riots and chaos. In
China, state capitalism is
running wild, and in
India, the state subsidies
everything from fertiliser
and maternity care to
free food to the tune of
$10 billion a year.
Everywhere, a man who
wrote 350 years ago
rules. In our turbulent
world, Hobbes’s premise
of avoiding chaos is so
powerful that both
autocracies and democ-
racies are utilising it to
empower the state fur-
ther. It is not as if he has
not been proved right. In
fact, rarely in contempo-
rary history has Hobbes
gone wrong. In Iraq,
Libya, and Egypt, when
the Leviathan was top-
pled, it created chaos
beyond imagination,
only to be replaced by

the iron fist of the state.
In China, the fear of
chaos that can come
from within and from
without is a central
rationale that legitimises
Xi Jinping’s power grab.
Indeed, it’s replacing the
promise of prosperity as
the basis of the commu-
nist party’s hold over
China. The fact that the
Federal Reserve’s policy
of quantitative easing fol-
lowing the 2008 financial
crisis and the purchase of
government securities to
increase the money sup-
ply were unquestioned
exemplifies Hobbes’ idea
of the sovereign exercis-
ing control to prevent
economic disorder and
maintain stability. That,
in the bastion of capital-
ism, it did not raise con-
cerns about the erosion
of financial autonomy
and the distortion of free
markets underlines the
astonishing relevance of
Hobbes. France’s robust
welfare state epitomises
Hobbes’ notion of the
sovereign’s responsibility
to ensure the well-being
of its citizens. The French
government maintains
an extensive social safety
net, including compre-
hensive healthcare,
unemployment benefits,
and retirement pensions.
During the COVID-19
pandemic, France’s wel-
fare spending surged as
the government imple-
mented measures to pro-
tect jobs and support
incomes. However, this
extensive welfare system
can be critiqued for fos-
tering dependency and
reducing individual
responsibility. The wel-
fare-to-GDP ratio in 2023
was an astonishing 36
per cent. This is clearly
unsustainable, but every
time France has tried to
pull back the Leviathan

or cut back welfare,
there have been dramat-
ic riots. Once you create
the Leviathan, clearly,
there is no way back. In
2020, the French govern-
ment introduced the
‘Solidarity Fund’, provid-
ing financial aid to busi-
nesses affected by the
pandemic, and expanded
unemployment benefits
to cover those fur-
loughed under the ‘par-
tial activity’ scheme.
These interventions,
amounting to over €100
billion in expansive wel-
fare spending, can lead
to high taxation, which
burdens individuals and
businesses, and totally
stifles entrepreneurial
spirit and innovation.
Additionally, the exten-
sive welfare system cre-
ates a culture of depend-
ency, reducing the incen-
tive for personal initiative
and self-reliance. France
and its Leviathan are in a
doom loop. China’s
model of state capitalism
illustrates Hobbes’ con-
cept of the sovereign’s
expansive control over
economic life. The
Chinese government
exercises significant influ-
ence over the economy
through state-owned
enterprises (SOEs), which
dominate key industries
such as energy, telecom-
munications, and
finance. While this con-
trol allows the state to
direct economic develop-
ment and maintain social
order, it also restricts eco-
nomic freedom and indi-
vidual rights. The role of
SOEs in China’s economic
strategy is particularly
evident in the “Made in
China 2025” initiative,
aimed at transforming
China into a global leader
in high-tech industries.
The state provides sub-
stantial funding.

The original “Great
Game” was fought in
the mid-1800s between
the Russian Empire and
the combined might of
the British, French and
Ottoman Empires over
control of Central Asia.
The British feared an
attack by the Imperial
Russian Army through
Afghanistan on their
Indian colony. The
Ottomans, though in
decline, wanted to
guard against Russian
incursions into their
Balkan possessions. As
a report by Kallie
Szczepanski (
thought.com )
described it: “Britain’s
Lord Ellenborough
started ‘The Great
Game’ on January 12,
1830, with an edict
establishing a new
trade route from India
to Bukhara, using
Turkey, Persia, and
Afghanistan as a buffer
against Russia to pre-

vent it from controlling
any ports on the
Persian Gulf.
Meanwhile, Russia
wanted to establish a
neutral zone in
Afghanistan allowing
for their use of crucial
trade routes.” “The
Great Game officially
ended with the Anglo-
Russian Convention of
1907, which divided
Persia (Iran) into a
R u s s i a n - co nt ro l l ed
northern zone, a nomi-
nally independent cen-
tral zone, and a British-
controlled southern
zone. The Convention
also specified a border-
line between the two
empires running from
the eastern point of
Persia to Afghanistan
and declared
Afghanistan an official
protectorate of Britain.”
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine nearly two cen-
turies later has trig-
gered a new Great

Game but with vastly
different actors,
motives and possible
outcomes. In the mid-
1800s the United States
did not count. It was
convulsed by a Civil
War (1861-65)
between northern
unionist states and
southern confederate
states over slavery.
China had been humili-
ated by Britain during
the Opium Wars (1839-
60). It lay in repose.
India was a British
colony, robbed of its
wealth and morale.
Today Russia lies weak-
ened, its Soviet-era
satellite states
absorbed into NATO.
They form a Western
knife aimed at
Moscow’s jugular.
Ukraine remains a non-
NATO buffer state. If it
joins NATO in future,
Russia would be com-
pletely encircled by the
US-led West.

The new Great Game: China, 

US and India

Xi Jinping’s Europe tour: A
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As India votes for 5th phase, it’s the contest of two economic outlooks

Ayatollah’s succession in Iran

The emergence of new-era ‘Leviathans’
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