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NEW DELHI: India
on Monday pushed
back against US
President Donald
Trump’s threat to “sub-
stantially” raise tariffs
on Indian goods over
its continued oil
imports from Russia,
calling the targeting of
India “unjustified and
unreasonable. ”In a
sharply worded state-
ment, the ministry of
external affairs (MEA)
defended India’s ener-
gy strategy, saying that
its crude oil purchases
from Russia are “a

necessity compelled by
global market condi-
tions” and not a politi-
cal endorsement of
Moscow.“India will
take all necessary
measures to safeguard
its national interests
and economic securi-
ty,” the MEA said in a
statement, while point-
ing out that the US and
European Union have
themselves continued

trade with Russia,
including in energy and
critical commodities,
despite publicly oppos-
ing the Ukraine con-
flict.
The response came
hours after Trump
accused India of “buy-
ing massive amounts of
Russian oil and selling
it on the open market
for big profits,” and
vowed to penalize New

Delhi by raising tariffs.
The US President had
earlier signed an execu-
tive order on August 1
titled 'Further modify-
ing the reciprocal tariff
rates', slapping a 25%
duty on Indian goods.

India calls out US, EU

over oil trade with Russia

NEW DELHI: The

Congress on Monday

launched a sharp attack on

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi saying "Why is

Modi afraid" following US

President Donald Trump’s

remarks threatening

increased tariffs on India

over its continued oil trade

with Russia.The party

questioned PM Modi’s

silence, alleging that for-

eign policy under the BJP

government had become

more about optics than

national interest.

Congress general secretary

Jairam Ramesh in a post

on X said, “So much for

Howdy Modi. So much for

Namaste Trump. So much

for Ab ki Baar Trump

Sarkar. So much for BJP

MPs hailing Narendra

Modi as India's trump-

card.”Jairam Ramesh

added, “Despite all the

hugs, all the handshakes,

all the high-decibel bro-

mance — ‘My friend

Dolaand’ has delivered yet

another jolt.” He ques-

tioned what came of the

“much-vaunted” front-row

seat at Trump’s inaugura-

tion or the prime minister

being one of the first world

leaders to visit the White

House. 

Lucknow: In a high-
level meeting held on
Monday, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath
instructed officials to
carry out a comprehen-
sive and intensive
review of the physical
infrastructure of council
schools across the state.
Emphasizing the gov-
ernment's commitment
to quality education, he
made it clear that no
school should suffer
from dilapidated build-
ings, unhygienic condi-

tions, or lack of basic
facilities. Where such
issues exist, immediate
corrective action must
be initiated, and
accountability of the
concerned officials

fixed, CM Yogi asserted.
The Chief Minister reaf-
firmed the government’s
resolve to provide chil-
dren with an inspiring,
clean, and safe learning
environment. To this

end, he directed that
special teams be consti-
tuted in every district,
led by the District
Magistrate and BSA, to
conduct on-ground veri-
fication of school condi-
tions. The review must
comprehensively assess
various aspects, includ-
ing the structural integri-
ty of school buildings,
availability of drinking
water, functioning toi-
lets, electricity supply,
furniture, wall painting,
ramp facilities.

NEW DELHI:
Security forces have
recovered a cache of
arms and explosives
including Chinese
grenades and an IED
manual from a stony
cave in the Kalaroos
area of Kupwara district

following a joint three-
day operation, officials
said on Monday. The
Border Security Force,
Indian Army, and
Jammu and Kashmir
Police carried out the
operation between
August 2 and 4.
According to a state-

ment from BSF
Kashmir, “In a 3-day
joint search operation in
Kalaroos, Kupwara
(J&K), BSF, Army and
police uncovered a
stony cave on 04 Aug
2025. 12 Chinese
grenades, Chinese pis-
tol with ammunition.

CHANDIGARH: The
Punjab and Haryana
High Court on Monday
asked Gagandeep
Singh, who is facing
criminal cases for
allegedly duping crick-

eter-turned-political
leader Navjot Singh
Sidhu’s wife, Navjot
Kaur, to deposit his
passport with the inves-
tigating officer upon
arrival from Dubai.

The HC also clarified
that if he arrives in the
country and attends the
mediation centre to set-
tle his dispute with Kaur
amicably, the police
shall not arrest him .

NEW DELHI: Amid
renewed speculation
about Jammu and
Kashmir regaining state-
hood, National
Conference leader and
J&K chief minister
Omar Abdullah on
Monday dismissed the possibility of any major

announcement in the
immediate future, saying
he expects "nothing to
happen tomorrow" but
remains hopeful for the
rest of the monsoon ses-
sion."I’ve heard every
possible permutation
and combination about

what to expect in J&K
tomorrow so let me stick
my neck out and say
nothing will happen
tomorrow," Abdullah
said in a post on X.
"Fortunately nothing bad
will happen but unfortu-
nately nothing positive

will happen either."
While brushing aside the
likelihood of any signifi-
cant development on
Tuesday, Abdullah
added that he remains
"optimistic about some-
thing positive for J&K in
this monsoon session .

India Unfazed By Trump Tantrums; Gives This Big Directive To Refiners

1 India on

Monday pushed

back against US

President Donald

Trump’s threat 

Unreasonable

Oval : In a breathtaking
conclusion to a grip-
ping Test series, India
edged England by six
runs at The Oval to
draw the five-match
series 2-2. On a tense
final morning,
Mohammed Siraj pro-
duced a masterclass
with the ball, returning
5 for 104, including the
final wicket of Gus
Atkinson, clean bowled
with a searing yorker.
The Indian players
erupted in celebration
as Siraj ran with arms
aloft and looked to the
skies. Wicketkeeper

Jurel was the first to
embrace him, followed
by a full-team huddle at
the centre of the
ground. Gill paused to
acknowledge the
courage of Woakes,
who walked out to bat
with a dislocated left
shoulder, the arm
tucked under his
sweater, managing to
remain unbeaten with-
out facing a delivery.
The drama capped off a
pulsating 25-day series
that delivered from
start to finish. Despite

being hit for two
boundaries in the open-
ing over of the day,
India clawed back
through Siraj-Prasidh.
England’s hopes faded
rapidly under pressure,
with Siraj removing
Jamie Smith and Jamie
Overton in quick suc-
cession before deliver-
ing the knockout blow
to Atkinson. Beyond
the result, 
the series etched its
place in the record
books for multiple sta-
tistical feats.

NEW DELHI: Army
Chief General Upendra
Dwivedi on Monday
said the Indian armed
forces are fully prepared
to handle fifth-genera-
tion warfare marked by
non-contact combat,
strategic tempo and psy-
chological dominance,
emphasising that the
nature of modern war-
fare demands integra-
tion of conventional

power with emerging
technologies.
Speaking at the Indian
Institute of Technology-

Madras, Gen Dwivedi
described future battle-
fields as ones “where
boots must share space

with bots.” 
He was address-

ing a session on
‘Operation Sindoor – A

New Chapter in India’s
Fight Against
Terrorism’, and used the
occasion to highlight
India’s evolving mili-
tary doctrine and readi-
ness. Describing
Operation Sindoor as a
turning point, Gen
Dwivedi said it was an
“intell igence-driven
response'' that redefined
India’s counter-terror-
ism doctrine.”

NEW DELHI: Senior
Trinamool Congress
(TMC) MP Kalyan
Banerjee has resigned
from his position as the
party’s chief whip in the
Lok Sabha, news
agency PTI reported on
Monday, citing party
sources. Just minutes
before the news of his
resignation emerged,
Banerjee, who repre-
sents Serampore in the
Lok Sabha, took to
social media platform X
to criticise Moitra over
her alleged remarks.

TMC feud escalates:
Kalyan Banerjee quits
as party chief whip in

Lok Sabha

Kerala: Kerala police on
Monday recovered more
human remains from a 2.5-
acre property in Pallippuram,
Cherthala, as part of an ongo-
ing investigation into the dis-
appearance of several middle-
aged women over the past two
decades.Police sources told
PTI that 20 charred bones were

recovered from a new spot on
the premises, separate from
where body parts were first
found last week. The discov-
ery is part of an ongoing inves-
tigation led by the Kottayam
unit of the State Crime
Branch.Cadaver dogs and
forensic experts were brought
in as officers carried out a
detailed search across the com-

pound, including ponds and
marshland. Some clothing
items were also recovered
from one of the ponds. The
investigation centres around
Sebastian, 68, a real estate bro-
ker, who was arrested last
week in connection with the
disappearance of Jainamma, a
woman from Ettumanur who
went missing in December.

Kerala: More bones found at suspect’s

house; women missing since 2006

Congress takes shot
at PM Modi over

Trump's latest threat

High court asks accused in cheating case with

Sidhu's wife to deposit passport 

Former Jharkhand

CM Shibu Soren

passes away
NEW DELHI: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday visited Delhi’s
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital to
pay tribute to veteran
Jharkhand leader and for-
mer chief minister Shibu
Soren, who passed away
earlier in the day after a
prolonged illness. Soren,
81, was undergoing treat-
ment for kidney-related
ailments and had been on
life support for the past
month. PM Modi also met
Jharkhand chief minister
Hemant Soren and other
family members. In a post
the Prime Minister said:
“Went to Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital to pay homage to
Shri Shibu Soren Ji. Also
met his family. My
thoughts are with Hemant
Ji, Kalpana Ji and the
admirers of Shri Shibu
Soren Ji.”

NMC rules allow
complaints

against docs, but
commission
rejects them

NEW DELHI:
Responding to a
Parliament question on
whether the National
Medical Commission
(NMC) was biased
towards doctors, the health
ministry has stated that the
ethics regulation of 2002
provided for complaints
against doctors. However,
NMC’s ethics section has
been rejecting all patient
appeals claiming.

Moscow: Russia on
Monday announced
it no longer consid-
ers itself bound by
the 1987
Intermediate-Range
Nuclear Forces
(INF) Treaty, blam-
ing “the actions of
Western countries”
for creating a
“direct threat” to its
security. In a state-
ment reported by
RT, the Russian
Foreign ministry
said the conditions
for maintaining the
treaty had “disap-
peared,” and that the
country is no longer
observing its previ-
ous self-imposed
restrictions. “The
Russian ministry
notes the of condi-
tions for the unilat-
eral moratorium on
the deployment of
similar weapons and
is authorized to state
that Russia.

Russia walks out of

nuclear treaty with

US; cites ‘actions of

Western countries’

1 India clinched

a thrilling six-run

victory against

England at The

Oval

Victory 

1 Stresses readi-

ness for 5th-gen

conflicts; inaugu-

rates ‘Agnishodh’

to boost defence

Prepared 

1 ED manual
recovered in 3-
day joint op; anti-
terror operations
continue across
J&K

Operations 

Anderson-Tendulkar Trophy

ends in chaos, drama

'Boots must share space with bots': Army chief Gen Dwivedi 

Kupwara cave raid: Chinese arms, IED

manual recovered in 3-day joint op

Omar plays down J&K statehood buzz

CM Yogi orders comprehensive 

infrastructure review in council schools

Trump’s rhetoric has
escalated over the past
week. He previously
said India and Russia
could “take their dead
economies down
together,” prompting
India to assert that it
remains the world’s
fastest-growing major
economy.The MEA also
pointed out what it
called “double stan-
dards.

Trump’s rhetoric

has escalated over

the past week



Tuesday, 05 August, 2025 
Akhand Bharat SandeshNATIONAL02

The GST Council voted to
exempt gene therapy used
to cure cancer from taxes

Delhi: The GST Council voted to exempt gene
therapy used to cure cancer from taxes. and post-
poned a proposal for lower rates while lowering
the tariff on fortified rice kernels used in PDS to
5%. The council determined that 18% GST would
be applied to the margin of suppliers for all used
cars, including electric vehicles. Even though
there won't be any tax transactions involving pri-
vate citizens, businesses or used car sellers would
be subject to the fee. According to Sitharaman,
states desired a greater fee, but the Center had
suggested a 5% tax on EVs. The GST Council
issued a number of clarifications, one of which
was that ready-to-eat popcorn would be subject
to a 12% tax, similar to the namkeen tax, if it
were pre-packaged with salt and spices.
Caramelized sugar will be subject to an 18% tax.
In a similar vein, the council stated that as vouch-
er transactions were neither a delivery of com-
modities nor services, they would not be subject
to taxes. It also made it clear that small enter-
prises that pay rent to unregistered landlords and
are covered by the reverse charge system will not
be required.
he council determined that 18% GST would be
applied to the margin of suppliers for all used
cars, including electric vehicles. Even though
there won't be any tax transactions involving pri-
vate citizens, businesses or used car sellers would
be subject to the fee. According to Sitharaman,
states desired a greater fee, but the Center had
suggested a 5% tax on EVs

Delhi: Within a month
of launching Apna
Ghar Awaas Yojana
2025, Delhi
D e v e l o p m e n t
Authority has man-
aged to sell 830 flats,
with 630 or 75% of the
units in Narela alone.
According to officials,
150 flats were sold in
Loknayakpuram and
50 in Siraspur. "The
positive momentum of
the scheme is particu-
larly evident in Narela,
where all 115 EWS
flats in Sector A1 A4
were fully booked.
Additionally, MIG flats
in We Loknayakpuram
are almost sold out,"
said an official. The
scheme offered ready-
to-move-in flats at dis-
counted rates across
various categories,
including economically
weaker sections, low-
income group (LIG),
middle-income group
(MIG) and high-income
group (HIG). "It is an
entirely online
scheme, for which reg-
istration opened on

May 27. Its key fea-
tures include a first-
come, first-serve
approach, the avail-
ability of ready-to-
move-in flats and the
option for prospective

buyers to visit sample
flats at sites," said the
official. Prospective
buyers can also check
the official DDA web-
site, https://eser-
vices.dda.org.in.

Due to academic miscon-
duct and UGC PhD regula-
tions, OPJS University
(Churu), Sunrise University
(Alwar), and Singhania
University (Jhunjhunu)
have been forbidden from
accepting PhD students for
five years (2025-26 to 2029-
30). Admissions at three
Rajasthan universities were
s u s p e n d e d
i m m e d i a t e l y. F o l l o w i n g
admission exam protocols,
Research Advisory
Committee (RAC) creation,
and thesis evaluation crite-
ria, the UGC found their
p r a c t i c e s
inadequate.Another 30 are
being examined. The UGC
said, "After analysing/
examining/ evaluating the
information/ data submit-
ted by the universities, the
Standing Committee has

found that three universi-
ties did not follow the pro-
visions of the UGC PhD reg-
ulations and also the aca-
demic norms for the award
of PhD degrees... the
responses received from
these universities were not
found satisfactory." UGC
chair M Jagadesh Kumar
stressed PhD program

integrity and said addition-
al Indian universities are
being reviewed. To main-
tain Indian higher educa-
tion's reputation, violations
may result in similar pun-
ishments.
PhD programs should be
held to the highest stan-
dards by universities.
Institutions that violate

UGC bans 3 private universities from PhD admissions for 5 years

Delhi: In separate let-
ters to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, 21
Manipur MLAs have
called for a popular
government to restore
peace and normality.
Since February 13,
Manipur has been
under President's Rule
since former Chief
Minister N Biren Singh
resigned on February
9. The majority of sig-
natories include BJP,
NPP, NPF, and two
independent mem-
bers, according to a
legislator who
requested anonymity.
The suspended

Manipur Legislative
Assembly has 60
members and a term
till 2027. The MLAs'
letter claimed that
while the people first
welcomed President's
Rule with hope, no
tangible peace
restoration had
occurred. "There is a
strong apprehension
among the public that
violence may return,"
said. Civil society

groups are organizing
rallies against
President's Rule and
criticizing elected offi-
cials for not establish-
ing a government.
Lack of an elected
administration fuels
instability and public
resentment, MLAs
warned. Lack of a con-
sensus CM candidate
by the BJP has delayed
government forma-
tion.   

Delhi: The Election
Commission of India is
planning to conduct an
“intensive house-to-
house verification” of
the voters’ list in Bihar
ahead of the assembly
polls due in the state
later this year, officials
said  Concerns have
been raised by various
civil society organisa-
tions, political parties
and others persistent-
ly over the inclusion or
deletion of names in
the electoral rolls, the
officials said. To
ensure the system is
completely robust and
error-free, the ECI is
considering an inten-
sive house-to-house
verification during the
upcoming electoral
roll revision before the
Bihar Assembly polls,”
an EC official familiar
with the matter said,
requesting anonymity.
Such an intensive and
rigorous revision of
the electoral rolls has
been done in the past
as well with the last
such exercise under-
taken in 2004, the offi-
cial said. The regular
exercise of revision of
electoral rolls is under-
taken annually
throughout the coun-

try by the EC and also
before the holding of
elections or bypolls.
The provisions regard-
ing eligibility to be reg-
istered as a voter and
disqualification are

clearly laid down in
Article 326 of the
Constitution and
Section 16 of the
Representation of the
People Act, 1950.

Ahead of Bihar polls, EC plans house-

to-house survey for electoral roll

Delhi: The central gov-
ernment has approved
the setting up of a 417-
crore Electronics 
Manufacturing Cluster
(EMC 2.0) in Uttar
Pradesh's Gautam Budh
Nagar district, at Sec-
tor 10 of the Yamuna
Expressway, to boost
local electronics pro-
duction and innovation.
The project is expected
to attract investments
to the tune of 2,500
crore and lead to the
creation of around
15,000 jobs. "It is fully
in line with Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi's vision of pro-
moting manufacturing
in India. It reflects the
government's sharp
focus on job creation

and building a Viksit
(developed) Bharat,"
said IT minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw. The EMC 2.0
will be developed by
the Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority (Yeida) on
206.4 acres. 

The 417-crore
project cost excludes
the cost of land, but
includes 144 crore in
central financial assis-

tance from the IT min-
istry, with the remain-
ing amount to be fund-
ed by Yeida. 
The project is expected
to be completed by
January 2028 and will
feature facilities such as
a skill development
centre, a convention
centre, and a three-
storey hostel block,
among others.

Delhi:  Modi appointed
senior IPS officer Parag
Jain as the next RAW
chief. On July 1, 1989-
batch Punjab IPS officer
Jain replaced Ravi Sinha,
who will leave on June
30. A'super detective' in
intelligence circles, Jain
brings to the top post a
reputation for mixing

HUMINT and TECHINT,
which officials say has
been critical to several
high-stakes operations.
Contributions was during
Operation Sindoor, when
his intelligence inputs
enabled precision missile
strikes against terror
infrastructure in Pakistan
and Pakistan -occupied

Kashmir. Insiders under-
lined that years of
groundwork and allowed
precision missile hits in
minutes. As India navi-
gates an increasingly tur-
bulent global security cli-
mate, Jain's significant
experience in Jammu and
Kashmir.
, one of its most difficult

830 flats sold in just a month 

under Apna Ghar scheme

21 MLAs from Manipur ask Modi,

Shah to restore democracy

Parag Jain, IPS officer who led Op

Sindoor, is new R&AW chief.

417-cr electronics hub 

approved for GB Nagar

Delhi: Diamond City's pet-lov-
ing population is bewildered
by Surat Municipal
Corporation (SMC)'s con-
tentious rule requiring pet
owners to get 10 neighbours'
and the society president's
signatures to register their
dog and get a pet ownership
licence. SMC officials defend the 2008 law established by

its governing body as a pre-
ventive step against legal
problems, but dog lovers are
shocked that neighbours can
decide whether to retain a
pet. In addition to neighbors'
assent, owners must submit a
copy of their Aadhaar card,
municipal tax bill or rent
agreement, notarized under-

taking, dog's image and
immunization records, and
other documentation. After a
rottweiler killed a four-
month-old in Ahmedabad, the
prohibition is being strictly
enforced. Surat's dog lovers
are holding awareness events
and submitting memoran-
dums .

Surat dog registration requires 10 neighbors' NOC

Delhi: Cousins Raj
and Uddhav
Thackeray  reiterat-
ed their opposition
to the Maharashtra
government’s recent
decision to make
Hindi the default
third language in pri-
mary education,
with their parties set
to take part in sepa-
rate protests against
the move on July 6
and July 7, adding
fuel to growing spec-
ulation that they’re
set to reunite after
nearly two decades
ahead of local body
polls across the
state. 
A week after the
Bharatiya Janata

Party-led Mahayuti
government issued
an order stating that
Hindi will “ in gener-
al” be the third lan-
guage for classes 1-5
in Marathi- and
E n g l i s h - m e d i u m
schools unless at

least 20 students in
a class opt for an
alternative, the
Thackeray cousins
held separate press
conferences in which
they opposed the
three-language for-
mula and the “ impo-

sition of Hindi” in
Maharashtra. Shiv
Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray
said the Mahayuti
government ’s deci-
sion was akin to
declaring a “lan-
guage emergency” in
the state. The for-
mer chief minister
said his party was
not opposed to Hindi
as a language, but
was against its impo-
sition in
Maharashtra. He
added that by doing
so, the Mahayuti
wants to “poison the
harmony” between
Marathi- and Hindi-
speaking people for
its politics.

Uddhav, Raj slam Hindi 'imposition'

Delhi: The Delhi High
Court allowed social
media influencers to
criticize consumer
goods with scientific
facts. The Court
denied San Nutrition
Private Limited's
request for an interim
order to stop four
influencers from criti-
cizing its whey protein
products. The judge,
Justice Amit Bansal,
ruled that restricting
speech before a trial
would be unreason-
able. "Reasonable crit-
icism, comment and
parody is largely pro-
tected within the right
to free speech under
the Constitution.

High Court upholds

influencers' fact-

based criticism

Supreme Court verdict

will simplify government

land acquisition

Delhi: Out of frustration with
land acquisition litigation that
delays projects for decades,
the Supreme Court declared
that a government cannot be
hindered by third-party rights
after acquiring land for public
use. A bench of CJI Sanjiv
Khanna and Justice Sanjay
Kumar ruled that only the gov-
ernment can rescind acquisi-
tion for the full land or a por-
tion of it, hence even a public
organization that acquired
land cannot surrender it to
someone privately. Litigation
over purchased land, mostly
due to third-party rights, has
delayed numerous projects.
, especially national highways.

Delhi: The Telangana
high court ruled that
a Muslim wife has an
absolute and uncon-
ditional right to dis-
solve her marriage
through khula, with-
out the husband's
consent. This ruling
highlights Muslim
women's autonomy
in personal law. In
Islamic kula, a woman
gives up her right to
maintenance (mehr)
to end her marriage.
A bench of justices

M o u s h u m i
Bhattacharya and BR
Madhusudhan Rao
ruled that khula is a
no-fault, non-con-
frontational divorce
initiated exclusively
by the woman and
takes immediate
effect in the private
sphere. "Since the
wife's right to
demand khula is
absolute and does not
require a cause or the
husband's accept-
ance, a court's only.

Muslim women can 

divorce alone

Delhi: The Bihar Election 2025 countdown has
begun. The Election Commission released a crucial
assembly poll update that suggests a Bihar election
timeframe. The poll body announced "Special
Intensive Revision of Electoral Rolls" in Bihar and
"house-to-house verification" to enroll all eligible
citizens. June 25, according to the Commission. It
said a draft electoral roll will be released on August
1 and the final one on September 30. The Bihar
assembly elections schedule can be revealed in the
first week of October.

Voter list update suggests EC

may announce a schedule on...
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Prayagraj: Deputy
Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh Keshav Prasad
Maurya ji, after inspect-
ing the flood areas and
flood relief camps, held
a meeting with public
representatives and offi-
cials in the auditorium of
the Circuit House
regarding preparations to
deal with the floods and
gave necessary guide-
lines to all the concerned
officials. The Deputy
Chief Minister took

information from the
District Magistrate about
the water level of Maa
Ganga and Yamuna and
other preparations. On
which the District
Magistrate told that the
water level is rising right
now but the speed of ris-
ing water level has
reduced and it is likely to
stabilize in the next 24
hours. 47 localities of the
urban area are affected
by floods and 18 relief
camps have been set up
for the flood affected

people in the city, where
about 7000 people are
living. 6 tehsils are also
affected by the floods
but people have been
displaced only in Bara,
Soraon and Meja and
about 1200 animals have
also been taken to a safe
place and arrangements
have been made for their
straw and fodder. In the
villages which are cut off
from communication
and have become
islands, all the necessary
arrangements are being

made there and dry
ration is also being made
available.In the meeting,
the Deputy Chief
Minister said that our
government works with
a spirit of service, this is
a flood disaster, but there
should not be any kind of
deficiency in the
arrangements of the gov-
ernment. All the officers
should also consider this
as an opportunity for
service and work with a
spirit of service. He said
that he has just inspected the flood relief centers and when information was taken from the peo-

ple living there about the
facilities and arrange-
ments being provided by
the administration, the
people living in the relief
camps praised the
arrangements made by
the administration. He
has asked for special
attention to be paid to the
quality and quantity of
food etc. being provided
at flood relief centres. He
has asked for male and
female police personnel
to be put on shift duty in
relief camps. He has also
asked for ensuring food
arrangements for the
sanitation workers work-
ing at the camps. The
Deputy Chief Minister
has asked to repair the
roads in all flood relief
camps if they are in bad
condition and to keep all
the arrangements in the
camps in order. 

Deputy CM held a meeting with public representatives
and officials regarding preparations to deal with floods

They also toured the flood relief camp/shelter at Kamakhya Dham, Gahmar
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Ghazipur: The District
Magistrate and
Superintendent of Police

inspected the flood-
affected areas of the dis-
trict. As part of this
inspection, they visited
the flood-hit villages of
Hasanpur and Birhoopur
under the Seorai Tehsil to

assess the on-ground sit-
uation and reviewed the
progress of ongoing
relief and rescue opera-
tions. During their visit,
they also toured the flood
relief camp/shelter at

Kamakhya Dham,
Gahmar, and issued nec-
essary directives to the
concerned officials. The
officials interacted with
the affected families in
the villages and inspect-
ed the quality of essential
items being distributed at
the relief camps.

In view of the rising
water levels, villagers
were urged to remain
alert, prevent their young
children from entering
floodwaters, and keep a
vigilant watch on them.

The number of boats in
the flood-affected vil-
lages has been increased
to ensure preparedness
for any emergency situa-
tion. To manage flood
relief and rescue opera-
tions, a Flood Control
Room has been set up at
the District
Headquarters. 
Complaints related to
floods can be reported on
the following helpline
numbers: District Flood
Control Room: 0548-
2224041, 9454417103

Tehsil Flood Control
Room: 05497-297597
The officers and staff
deployed at the control
rooms will immediately
inform the concerned
departmental officials to
ensure swift resolution of
the complaints.
Present on the occasion

were the Additional
District Magistrate, Sub-
Divisional Magistrate of
Seorai, Circle Officer of
Zamania, flood relief
officials, and other offi-
cers and staff members.

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj. The terrible
form of flood is being
seen in Prayagraj. Both
the city and rural areas
are in the grip of flood.
In view of the continu-
ous heavy rain, all the
government and private
schools of the district
have been closed till
7th August. 

This order has
been issued in the order
of the instructions of
District Magistrate
Manish Kumar Verma.
This information has
been given by District
School Inspector PN
Singh and District
Basic Education

Officer Devvrat Singh.
Most schools have
started online classes
All the private schools
of the city have started
online classes in view
of the continuous rain
and flood situation.
Online classes are
going on in SMC, St.
Joseph Girls School.
Teachers are teaching
the students online by
sending them the link
of online classes.
Holiday has been
declared in BHS today.

Holiday in all schools 

till 7th August

Saharanpur: Chief 
Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Monday
held a special review
meeting with public
representatives from
Muzaffarnagar, 
Saharanpur, and Shamli
under the ongoing divi-
sional public represen-
tative dialogue series
aimed at the all-round
development of the
state. The meeting, held
at the Circuit House in
Saharanpur, saw the
Chief Minister engage
in detailed discussions
on constituency-level
issues, public expecta-
tions, and developmen-
tal priorities. During the

meeting, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath inter-
acted with each MLA to
understand the issues
and development plans
of their constituencies.
He emphasized that the
goal was not merely to
review schemes, but to
prioritize solutions for
problems in remote
areas, guided by the
ground-level insights of
public representatives.
Reaffirming that the
development of
Saharanpur division is a
top government priority,
the Chief Minister said
its revival and integrat-
ed growth form the
foundation of building.

CM Yogi reviews development

projects in Saharanpur division

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj. A sensation-
al case of occupying
land and house attached
under Gangster Act of
mafia former MLA
Vijay Mishra has come
to light in Handia. In this
case, a case has been
filed against five people
including his wife by the
local Lekhpal. Akhilesh

Kumar Yadav is posted
as Lekhpal in Handia.
Along with his original
posting in Badauli area,
he currently has addi-
tional charge of Sarai
Civil alias Khaptiha. He
has told in the complaint
that a case under
Gangster Act was filed
in Phulpur police station
in 2003 against former
MLA Vijay Mishra from
Gyanpur seat of

Bhadohi.On the basis of
this case, on 24 October
2009, 0.2970 hectare
land and a two-storey
house of mafia and his

wife Ramlali Mishra
located in Khaptiha vil-
lage were seized under
Gangster Act on the
orders of the then
District Magistrate
Rajiv Agarwal. SDM
Handia was appointed
as the administrator of
the said properties.It is
alleged that on investi-
gation it was found that
Ramlali Mishra and his
associates Satish

Mishra, Ashish Mishra,
Premshankar Mishra got
the land ploughed and
got paddy planted on the
said land.

Bindo Devi, wife of
Manish Mishra, is using
the land by constructing
two rooms and a tin shed
in the house. According
to the complaint, the
confiscated land was
sealed and the plough-
ing was destroyed by a

tractor. Construction on
confiscated land and
house is a punishable
offence. On the other
hand, Handia police reg-
istered a case against the
five accused on the com-
plaint. ACP Handia
Sunil Kumar Singh said
that a case has been reg-
istered on the complaint
of the Lekhpal.
Investigation is being
conducted.

Case filed against five people including wife of former MLA Vijay
Mishra for occupying land and house attached under Gangster Act

Akhand Bharat
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Meja. Senior Bharatiya
Janata Party leader
Yogesh Shukla on
Monday visited flood-
affected villages of Meja
and Karchana tehsil of
Yamunapar, including
Barsainta, Maidaniya,
Chowki, Panasa and
many other villages and
met the flood-affected
people. During this, BJP
leader Yogesh Shukla
appealed to all social and
political workers and
administrative officers
and employees to stand
as the support of the
flood-affected people.
Mr. Shukla said that the
Yamunapar area of
Prayagraj is the area of
more than two dozen
small and big rivers
including Ganga,
Yamuna, Tons, Belan,
due to which the people
here sometimes have to
face severe floods, he
assured the flood-affect-
ed people and said that
the governments of Modi
and Yogi and their admin-

istration will always
work as life jackets for
the flood-affected people.
Yogesh Shukla expressed
satisfaction that in this
natural disaster like
flood, all the departments
of the administration are
reaching village to vil-
lage and completing the
relief work promptly. He
praised the district unit of
the party and all the
workers for playing the
role of an effective bridge
between the flood affect-
ed people and the admin-
istration. On this occa-
sion, apart from Jai
Shankar Pandey, Pappu
Qazi, Suresh Tiwari,
Rakesh Tiwari, Vikas
Nishad, Radhe Shyam
Nishad, Vinay Shukla
and Harikant Pandey,
many other people were
prominently present.

Administrative officers and

employees should be ready to

become the support of flood-

affected people - Yogesh Shukla

Lucknow: Acting on
the instructions of
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, state gov-
ernment ministers
reached ground zero on
Monday to oversee
flood relief and rescue
operations. They visited
flood-affected districts,
assessed ongoing relief
efforts, and directly
interacted with victims.
Ensuring timely assis-
tance and uninterrupted
distribution of relief
materials remains a top
priority for the Yogi
government. The Chief
Minister affirmed that
government representa-
tives, administration,
and resources stand
with the people in every

situation, committed to
providing support in
both hardship and
recovery. Finance
Minister Suresh
Khanna and Labour-
Employment Minister
Anil Rajbhar inspected
flood-affected areas of
Varanasi on Monday.
Min i s t e r - i n - cha rge
Khanna visited loca-
tions from Namo Ghat
to Nakki Ghat, interact-

ed with victims at relief
camps, and distributed
relief material. He also
visited camps set up at
Shriram PG College
and Deepti Convent
School in Hukulganj,
where he handed out
essentials and gave
chocolates to children.
Emphasizing the need
for proper care, Khanna
directed officials to
ensure cleanliness,

clean drinking water,
food, medical services,
and uninterrupted
power supply. He
stressed that medical
teams must remain alert
and proactive in pre-
venting waterborne dis-
eases.Cabinet Minister
Nand Gopal Gupta
'Nandi' visited flood-
affected Katka Dera vil-
lage in Karchana tehsil
of Prayagraj on
Monday to assess the
situation and interact
with affected residents.
He directed officials to
ensure the availability
of dry ration and fodder
for cattle, and to main-
tain continuous water
level monitoring
through flood posts.

Yogi's ministers assess ground
realities in flood-hit areas, 
distribute relief materials

1 Our government is working with a spirit of service, flood is a disaster, all officers should consider it an opportunity to serve

and work with a spirit of service 1 Asked to also get the loss of crops assessed in the rural areas affected by the floods

1 The Deputy

Chief Minister

took information

from the District

Magistrate

Inspection

1 District Flood

Control Room:

0548-2224041,

9454417103
1 Tehsil Flood

Control Room:
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Control Room

1 A case has

been filed against

five people includ-

ing his wife by the
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Sensational 

1 BJP leader vis-

ited dozens of

flood-affected vil-

lages of Meja and

Karchana

Support 

All the government and private schools

of the district have been closed

The Deputy Chief Minister
has instructed to make
preparations for health and
sanitation arrangements
after the flood water recedes
so that diseases do not
spread. The Deputy Chief
Minister has asked the
District Magistrate to pro-
vide the list of SDRF,
NDRF, relief camps and
nodal officers to the hon-
ourable public representa-
tives so that the public rep-
resentatives can also con-
tribute to the relief camps
with a spirit of service. The
Deputy Chief Minister has
instructed to consider the
villages in rural areas which
have lost connectivity and
have become islands as
relief camps and ensure all

necessary arrangements
there. He has asked to take
necessary action to provide
generators for lighting in
these villages. The Deputy
Chief Minister has asked to
ensure arrangements for
health facilities in such vil-
lages. The Deputy Chief
Minister said that if only a
few houses of a village are
affected by flood and those
people are living at some
higher place in the same vil-
lage, then necessary
arrangements should be
made there as well. In the
meeting, the Honorable
Deputy Chief Minister said
that keeping in mind all the
aspects in view of flood
relief, necessary arrange-
ments should be ensured in

all the flood affected areas,
no negligence of any kind
should be done in this. On
this occasion, District
Panchayat Chairman Dr.
V.K. Singh, Honorable
Mayor Umesh Chandra
Ganesh Kesarwani, MLA
Phaphamau Guru Prasad
Maurya, MLA Karchana
Piyush Ranjan Nishad, BJP
Metropolitan President
Sanjay Gupta, Yamunapar
President Rajesh Shukla,
Divisional Commissioner
Vijay Vishwas Pant,
Additional Police
Commissioner Dr. Ajay Pal
Sharma, Municipal
Commissioner Sai Teja,
Chief Development Officer
Harshika Singh and officers
of other related department.

The Deputy CM has instructed to make preparations for health

and sanitation arrangements after the flood water recedes 

District Magistrate and Superintendent of Police Conduct
Inspection of Flood-Affected Areas in the District
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Not long ago I heard a global
CEO joke that India’s payment
apps impress the world, yet
our biggest export deals still
settle in dollars. The comment
stayed with me because it
captured the paradox of mod-
ern India: a country with the
tools and talent to bridge East
and West, but not choosing to
think bigger.  Today’s global
landscape is splintering. Rising
tensions between the United
States and China have
prompted supply-chain
realignments from Vietnam to
Mexico. Political blocs, tariff
walls, and digital standards

are being remade in real time.
In this environment, many
countries must choose sides.
India, by contrast, can carve a
third path: a true bridge econ-
omy that unites disparate
markets through aligned infra-
structure, finance, and digital
networks. The first piece of
this bridge is production.
India’s Production Linked
Incentive-driven factories are
churning out smartphones,
solar panels, and auto compo-
nents on a scale unseen a
decade ago. Exporters in Pune
now ship precision parts as
easily to Stuttgart in Germany

as they do to Lagos in Nigeria.
Our manufacturing base over-
laps the needs of advanced
economies (where quality
matters) and the rising pur-
chasing power of the emerg-
ing economies. That dual fit is
rare, and it underpins India’s
unique value proposition.
Digital rails reinforce this
bridge. UPI’s transaction vol-
umes surpassed global giants
like Visa, turning wallets into
gateways. Early UPI trials in
the UAE and Singapore show
how a rupee-linked digital cor-
ridor can settle micropay-
ments instantly, without inter-

mediary banks. If India
extends these rails to East
Africa, Southeast Asia, and the
Gulf, small businesses from
Nairobi to Jakarta could trans-
act with Indian partners as
effortlessly as they do with
local vendors. Digital payment
networks are the plumbing of
the 21st-century bridge. With
our digital rails in place, the
next step is ensuring those
goods move as smoothly
across ports and borders.Yet
infrastructure alone is not
enough. Logistics bottlenecks
still cast a shadow on our
ambition.

In the course of less than four months, we have
put up, declared open, or are going to declare
open, three national laboratories. I suppose
before this year is out, some more national lab-
oratories will also be started. This is a great ven-
ture testifying to the faith which our scientists
and, I hope, our Government have in science. I
suppose the putting up of fine and attractive
buildings does some service to science; never-
theless, buildings do not make science as Dr.
Raman has often reminded us. It is human
beings who make science, not bricks and mortar.
Properly equipped buildings, however, help the
human being to work efficiently. It is, therefore,
desirable to have these fine laboratories for
trained persons to work in and for persons to be
trained for future work. You, Sir, referred to the
spirit of science. I wonder what exactly that spir-
it is and to what extent we agree or differ in our
ideas of it. Is science, as is often supposed, a
handmaiden to industry? It certainly wants to
help industry, though not merely for the sake of
helping industry but also because it wants to cre-
ate work for the nation, so that people may have
better living conditions and greater opportuni-
ties for growth. That I suppose will be agreed to
but there is something more to it. What ulti-
mately does science represent? You, Sir, just
referred to scientists declaring war on nature.
May I put it in a different way? We seek the co-
operation of nature, we seek to uncover the
secrets of nature, to understand them and to
utilise them for the benefit of humanity. The
active principle of science is discovery. Now,
what is, if I may ask, the active principle of a
social framework or society? Usually, it stands
for conservatism, remaining where we are, not
changing and carrying on, though, of course,
with some improvement and further additions.
Nevertheless, it is a principle of continuity rather
than of change. So, we come up against a certain
inherent conflict in society between the co-exist-
ing principles of continuity and of conservatism
and the scientific principle of discovery which
brings about change and challenges that conti-
nuity. So the scientific worker, although he is
praised and patted on the back, is nevertheless,
not wholly approved of, because he comes and
upsets the status quo of things. Normally speak-
ing, science seldom really has the facilities that it
deserves except when some misfortune comes
to a country in the shape of war. Then everything
has to be set aside and science has its way, even
though it is for an evil purpose. It is interesting to
see this conflict between the normal conser-
vatism of a static society and the normal revolu-
tionary tendency of the scientist’s discovery
which often changes the basis of that society. It
changes living conditions and the conditions
that govern human life and human survival. I
take it that most people who talk glibly of sci-
ence, including our great industrialists, think of
science merely as a kind of handmaiden to make
their work easier. And so it is. Of course, it does
make their work easier. It adds to the wealth of
the nation and better conditions. All this science
does. But surely science is something more than
that. The history of science shows that it does
not simply better the old. It sometimes upsets
the old. It does not merely add new truths to the
old ones but sometimes the new truth it discov-
ers disintegrates some part of the old truths and
thereby upsets the way of men’s thinking and
the way of their lives. Science, therefore, does
not merely repeat the old in better ways or add
to the old but creates something that is new to
the world and to human consciousness.If we
pursue this line of thought, what exactly does
the spirit of science mean? It means many
things. It means not only accepting the fresh
truth that science may bring, not only
improving the old but being pre-
pared to upset the old if it goes
against that spirit. It also
means not being tied down to
something that is old.

Though an uneasy ceasefire
between Israel and Iran con-
tinues, just two days ago, on
24 June, the Iranian parlia-
ment threatened the closure
of the Strait of Hormuz. But
this was not the first time
that Hormuz, situated at the
narrowest point of the
Persian Gulf, has turned into
a flashpoint between Iran
and the West. Since at least
1300 CE, Hormuz has been
the hinge of Eurasian trade,
where thousands of Indians,
Arabs, Iranians, Mongols,
and Turks made their for-
tunes. Goods poured
through Hormuz, to and fro
the Mediterranean, West
and Central Asia, South and
Southeast Asia, and China.
But in the 16th century, the
Portuguese adventurer
Alfonso da Albuquerque took
control of the port. The
shockwave rippled through
the Western Indian Ocean;
the decades after saw the
end of Hormuz’s promi-
nence, the development of
Iran’s first maritime policy,
and the immigration of tens
of thousands of Indian
traders and investors into the
Gulf and Iran. This is the
story of how Hormuz shaped
the history of India and the
world. Just as the Gulf’s
geography offered opportu-
nities throughout time, it
also created challenges. Its
character was utterly unique,
nothing like our world of
monolithic nation-states.
Sam Dalrymple, historian
and author of Shattered
Lands: The Five Partitions of
India, described Gulf towns
to me as “trading
islands/oasis towns wedged
between the sand sea and
the salt sea. They make less
sense as states and more as
oases filled with traders.”
Their population was never

consistent: it waxed and
waned with the trading sea-
sons, which in turn depend-
ed on the monsoon. Outside
these ports, weather condi-
tions were extreme: storms,
unseasonal winds, scorching
heat and humidity. The Gulf’s
northern edge, shielded
from the Iranian Plateau by a
mountain range, allowed lit-
tle room for coastal states to
grow. In the south, the vast
Arabian desert was home to
small tribes that occasionally
preyed on sea traffic.
Hormuz rose to prominence
because it was able to offer
safe ground for international
trade, without the risk of
piracy. This wasn’t what one
would expect from looking at
it. Barely a few kilometres
across, sweltering Hormuz
was encrusted in salt, with
only one freshwater source.
Its rulers solved this problem
by importing water on
barges from the shore.
Markets were kept open all
night to avoid the daytime

heat. In The Persian Gulf: A
Political and Economic
History of Five Port Cities,
historian Willem Floor fur-
ther explains that the rulers
of Hormuz imposed an
embargo on timber, oars,
coir, iron and steel, which
prevented their rivals from
building ships. They then
took control of nearby ports,
establishing a chokehold on
the Gulf. Though Hormuz’s
rulers were Muslim, the
island made no segregations
on ethnic or religious lines.
The second-largest ethnic
group on the island were
Indians, who conducted a
roaring trade in horses in the
13th century CE. In ‘India’s
Sea Trade with Iran in
Medieval Times’, historian
Shireen Moosvi discusses the
Somanatha-Veraval inscrip-
tion, recording the construc-
tion of a mosque in Somnath
in 1264 by the Hormuz mer-
chant Nuruddin Firoz. The
Sanskrit portion of the
inscription describes the

mosque as a dharma-
sthanam, and mentions the
direct involvement of
Gujarat’s ruling Chalukya
king and his officials in the
grant. If this Hormuz mer-
chant had such influence,
writes Moosvi, “Hormuz
merchants must surely have
formed an elite group of
some importance… in the
Chaulukya kingdom of
Gujarat.”For the next centu-
ry, Hormuz continued to
flourish. According to
Moosvi, Hormuz’s networks
extended as far as
Uzbekistan and Turkey.
Goods shipped from Hormuz
reached, in relays, all the way
to China. The Chinese admi-
ral Zheng He brought his vast
armada there multiple times
in the 15th century, where
he exchanged ceramics and
silks for the luxuries of
Western Eurasia. Strategic
resources such as horses
were shipped to India from
Hormuz; in return, India pro-
vided necessities such as rice

to the Gulf ports, as well as
cloth, metals, woods, and
spices. In his edited volume
India and the Indian Ocean,
1500-1800, MN Pearson
notes that exchanges over-
whelmingly favoured India.
Vast quantities of silver and
salt were required to balance
the trade. In the early 1500s,
the Portuguese erupted into
the Indian Ocean. From their
galleons—artillery platforms
designed for deep-sea and
coastal voyaging—they
attempted to take control of
trade gateways in the Indian
Ocean, including Hormuz.
They stationed a permanent
garrison on the island in
1515, but immediately ran
into problems. At the same
time, the Mughal Empire of
the Indian subcontinent con-
solidated its reach into
Afghanistan. Conquering
Kandahar, the Mughals sta-
bilised overland routes from
India to Central Asia, further
weakening the appeal of
Hormuz. According to Floor,
the Ottoman Empire, which
controlled Iraq, attempted to
get rid of the Portuguese in
1552 but failed. It would be
an Iranian power which final-
ly expelled them and
restored some normalcy to
the Gulf trade. 

But Hormuz would
never again be independent.
Up to this point, riven by
internal strife, the Safavid
dynasty of Iran had paid little
attention to events in
Hormuz—though they were
technically its overlords.
However, Shah Abbas I (r.
1587–1629), a contemporary
of the Mughal emperor
Jahangir, eventually consoli-
dated power. He was
alarmed by the loss of both
Kandahar and Hormuz, cru-
cial to Iran’s trade with the
steppe and the ocean. 

There is a new ‘captain’
in Kerala. After the
Congress-led United
Democratic Front
wrested the Nilambur
seat from the Left
Democratic Front, the
state media lavished
praise on Leader of the
Opposition VD
Satheesan for helming
a crucial electoral win.
On 23 June, the day of
the Nilambur bypoll
verdict, Satheesan
watched the proceed-
ings from the District
Congress Committee
(DCC) office in
Ernakulam. As soon as
the UDF ensured its vic-
tory, Congress leaders
vied among themselves
to shower praises on
the LoP, led by MP Hibi
Eden. It was a mark of
appreciation for
Satheesan, who didn’t
bow down to former
Nilambur MLA PV
Anvar’s diktats and
ensured a win despite
the latter re-entering
the fray. It was PV
Anvar’s resignation
that facilitated the by-
election in the first
place, even if he sought
to extract his pound of
flesh for extending his
support to the UDF.
Leaders within the
Congress – such as
Ramesh Chennithala
and ally Indian Union
Muslim League (IUML)
– advocated Anvar’s
accommodation, with
the by-poll becoming a
bellwether ahead of
the 2026 assembly
election. Nevertheless,

Satheesan stood his
ground and took own-
ership of the decision
to keep Anvar out. It
was a marked depar-
ture from the consen-
sual ways that have
defined the Congress in
recent times. The con-
sensual approach was
necessitated on
account of the party’s
weakening organisa-
tional apparatus, leav-
ing it at the mercy of
various stakeholders
and its supporters frus-
trated. The UDF’s
morale-boosting win
and the credit to
Satheesan prompted
former LoP Ramesh
Chennithala to come
out publicly, stating
how nobody hailed him
as ‘captain’ when he
led the UDF to bypoll
victories in the past.
Power struggles in the
Congress aside, the
UDF seems to be taking
the wrong lessons from
the bypoll by extrapo-
lating it to 2026. On the
contrary, the ruling
Communist Party of
India-
Marxist (CPI-M) is
leveraging even the
loss to build its narra-
tive for the upcoming
assembly election. The
Left’s route to a solitary
seat in successive Lok
Sabha elections in 2019
and 2024 was marked
by a shift in its Hindu
vote base to the
Bhartiya Janata Party
(BJP). The Left has tra-
ditionally been the
‘Hindu party’ in Kerala,

whereas the UDF has
been anchored by
minority communities.
Unlike the 2019 elec-
tions—held in the wake
of the BJP-fuelled
Sabarimala agitation—
the 2024 loss made the
switching of Hindu vot-
ers a perpetual phe-
nomenon. If the CPI-M
initially concentrated
on carving out sections
of UDF’s minority votes
to counter the loss of
its Hindu base, the
2024 loss demonstrat-
ed the urgency to hold
on to its Ezhava vote
bank. This prompted
the Left to double
down on its strategy of
portraying the UDF as a
front backed by com-
munal elements.

such as Jamaat-e-
Islami. CPI-M deployed
the same tactic in last
year’s Palakkad and
Wayanad bypolls—
alleging that the Social
Democratic Party of
India (SDPI) and Jamaat
were responsible for
UDF’s victory. After the
setback in Nilambur,
CPI-M state secretary
MV Govindan resorted
to the same game plan,
almost like a reflex
action. The potency of
this strategy has
swelled on account of
the polarisation
between the Muslim
and Christian commu-
nities in Kerala lately.
The CPI-M, perhaps,
believes that it can
attract additional
Christian votes in the
bargain.

UDF must look beyond Muslim

votes to win 2026 polls
There is an old saying in English—
‘missing the woods for the trees’. It
means getting so focused on the
minor details that you overlook the
bigger picture. And honestly, this is
what I feel about the new ‘fuel policy.’
Starting 1 July, all end-of-life vehicles
(EOL) in the national capital will be
denied fuel and can also face deregis-
tration, impounding or scrapping.
Reportedly, many Delhi residents
have been lining up at car show-
rooms, panic-buying new vehicles. A
very close friend’s mother called me
up and asked, “Beta, should we buy a
new car?” Let me tell you a bit about
aunty—she’s a retired government
service officer and lives comfortably
with her husband on a decent pen-
sion in one of those societies in
Greater Noida. Other than the twice-
a-week run to the shops and the
occasional drive to meet friends in
Delhi, their 11-year-old Hyundai i10
barely gets used. Yet because of the
new fuel policy announced by Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta—where

older vehicles will not be allowed to
refuel, first in Delhi and later across
the entire National Capital Region
(NCR)—she is genuinely wondering
what to do. Now, let me make it clear
that money is not a problem in this
case. This retired couple can easily
afford a new car. It is just that they
don’t see the need for one. And they
shouldn’t have to. You can think of
thousands of cases like this of retired
folks with perfectly functional and
perfectly maintained vehicles that
will now have to be junked because
of this new policy. This is a waste of
resources. If it is pollution reduction
that we are chasing, the policy does-
n’t consider the massive carbon cost
of building a new car from the ground
up. I’ve read a few arguments in
favour of shared mobility. the govern-
ments like Karnataka are trying to ban
it altogether. And honestly, with how
expensive and unreliable cabs have
become, I’ve decided I’d rather just
drive to the airport and pay the usuri-
ous parking fee myself. 

Delhi’s new fuel policy is forcing people to

buy new cars. It won’t reduce pollution

It’s curious even scientists discard

spirit of science in daily life,

become unscientific: Nehru

Europe’s factories to African startups—how India 

can act as a bridge between economies

Indians ruled the Gulf through Hormuz
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53-kilometer-long bike path
to connect parks planned by

DDA along Yamuna flood-
plains

Delhi : Development Authority (DDA) is in the
process of finalizing plans to construct a vast
green mobility
corridor that
will connect
existing flood-
plain and river-
side rehabilita-
tion projects
with dedicated
cycling tracks on
both sides of
the Yamuna. Official records obtained  indicate
that a 51km non-motorized transit network
would be formed by the proposed bike corridors,
which would extend along the river's banks for
about 21km and 30km, respectively. While the
overall riverside design, which covers more than
25 hectares, is planned to be finished by June 30,
2026, the first phase of the project is anticipated
to be finished by October 31, according to an
anonymous government official. By use of these
bike lanes and pedestrian walkways, the green-
way intends to connect a number of forthcoming
and recently constructed recreational areas along
the Yamuna floodplains. 
A number of parks and public areas have sprung
up along the 22-kilometer length between the
Wazirabad and Okhla barrages in the past two
years. Landscaping parks, riverside cafes, and
wildlife zones are all examples of what is meant
here. 

Delhi: 100 electric
buses, once green but
now saffron in color,
were ceremonially
christened by chief
minister Rekha Gupta
at the recently con-
structed Narela bus
depot. Green has
always been associat-
ed with environmen-
tally conscious actions,
and the recent color
change has sparked
some controversy.
"The BJP is trying to
inflame Hindu senti-
ments by painting Devi
buses saffron," stated
AAP Delhi convener
Saurabh Bharadwaj.
The Hindu faith will be
offended by bus stains
containing vomit,
paan, spit, and mucus.
Gupta justified the
decision by saying,
"Delhi is vibrant and
colourful...so, as an
experiment, green and
orange buses have
been introduced." She
went on to say that the
launch was dedicated
to Lord Jagannath and

that it happened to
coincide with Rath
Yatra. 
Devi buses, which are
nine meters long and
have 23 seats plus
room to stand for sev-
enteen, are purpose-
built for last-mile con-
nectivity and are per-
fect for navigating the
city's tight roadways.
The wheelchair-acces-
sible, air-conditioned
buses have amenities
such as panic buttons,
CCTV cameras, and
real-time tracking.
Gupta stated that
more than 2,000 e-
buses are currently in
operation in Delhi. 

KOLKATA: West Bengal
governor CV Ananda
Bose, facing molestation
charges from a former
employee of Raj Bhavan,
announced that he would
present Raj Bhavan's
CCTV footage to 100 pri-
vate citizens of Bengal,
excluding "Mamata
Banerjee and her police".
"Under the Sach Ke
Samne programme, any-
one who wants to see the
CCTV footage can send an
email to adcrajbha-
vankolkata@gmail.com
or call the Raj Bhavan to

register their names at
033-22001641. The first
hundred would be
allowed to see the
footage inside Raj Bhavan
at 11.30am on May 9,"
Raj Bhavan said in a state-
ment. The programme is
aimed at addressing what
was described as "mis-
chievous and fabricated
allegations" by police
regarding the handling of
CCTV footage related to
the case. In response,
state finance minister
Chandrima Bhattacharya
questioned governor

Bose's decision, asking
why he was withholding
the CCTV footage from
police if he was innocent.
She said: "The CCTV
footage should be on
public display if he is such
an honest and innocent
person. But here he is
playing with the dignity of
women, so he wants to
shield it from police and is
even unwilling to show it
to the CM. Why can't the
CM see it, if there is no
foul play"CM Banerjee
and Trinamool have been
going after the governor.

In sweeping election-year move, Biden

offers citizenship to American spouses
Delhi: The government
has increased the limit
from ?1 lakh for auto-
mated settlement of
advances or partial
withdrawals to ?5 lakh.
With the increased
threshold of ?5 lakhs,
more advanced claims
can now be processed
automatically, within
three days of submis-
sion, thanks to auto-
settlement. The gov-
ernment announced in
a statement that mem-
bers will be able to
receive timely financial
support when they
need it the most,
thanks to the increased
cap and speedier fund

access. At a ceremony
marking the 100th day
of the third tenure of
the Modi government,
Mandaviya initially
announced the limit
modification, which
takes effect on
Tuesday. An employ-
ee's provident fund
(PF) account will be
available to users while
dealing with an ATM, in

addition to conven-
tional savings
accounts, according to
the minister. Then, the
user can make transac-
tions and withdrawals
of qualified amounts
without having to sub-
mit an application to
the state-run retire-
ment funds manager,
the Employees'
Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO).
The PF account will be
linked to ATMs, so
employees can access
their cash directly
according to their eligi-
bility, according to
Mandaviya.   

Delhi : The central gov-
ernment ordered the
Municipal Corporation
of Delhi to conduct a
sellers' survey across
the city under the
Street sellers
(Protection of
Livelihood and
Regulation of Street
Vending) Act 2014. The
under secretary of the
Union housing and
urban affairs ministry
wrote to the MCD
commissioner to
review the vendors'
association's represen-
tation, citing a
National Hawker
Federation letter. The
letter recommended
2014 Act-compliant
action."NHF's repre-
sentation raises major
concerns about Delhi's
street vendor treat-
ment and regulation.
Under secretary Asgar
Ali wrote that the cur-
rent vendor survey
lacks transparency and
legal compliance,
excludes town vending
committees (TVCs),
continues harassment
and evictions despite
valid identification,
and lacks proper social
protection "."It calls
for immediate action
to halt flawed survey

practices, reconstitute
and empower TVCs
through inclusive elec-
tions, develop a heat-
wave preparedness
plan for vendors, legal-
ly recognise and inte-
grate weekly markets
into urban planning,
enforce the provisions

of Street Vendors Act
2014, create urban
space for vending and
utilise NULM funds
transparently," it said.
NHA secretary Anil
requested TVC-led
implementation, policy
review, and stakehold-
er coordination .

Centre requests a vendor survey

from MCD under the 2014 Act
Delhi: The Centre
responded to a public
interest litigation (PIL)
filed by retired
Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) school
teacher Santosh
Kumari, who ques-
tioned the Capital's
policy of issuing OBC
certificates to any
“paternal blood rela-
tive”.

The petition demand-
ed a statewide policy
to grant such certifi-
cates to children of
OBC single mothers,
whether separated or
divorced. The Indian
Department of Social
Justice and
E m p o w e r m e n t
responded, “The cen-
tral government is of

the view that any child
born to an OBC parent,
whether the parents
are separated or
divorced, should be
entitled to an OBC
caste certificate based
on the credentials of
either the OBC father
or the OBC mother,
depending on who has
custody or is actively
raising the child.” It

stated that adding such
benefits would need a
“ c o m p r e h e n s i v e
reevaluation of the cri-
teria governing OBC
classification, which
are rooted in indicators
of social and educa-
tional backwardness
rather than merely lin-
eage or parentage.”In
circumstances where
an OBC certificate is
awarded based only on
the mother's qualifica-
tions, "It must be
clearly established that
the child has been liv-
ing with and brought
up solely by the moth-
er." 
A preventive mecha-
nism should also be in
place to avoid misuse
of this benefit.”   

Delhi: The Delhi govern-
ment may extend the
excise policy for three
months. According to
reports, the committee
struggled to improve
customer experience,
make retail liquor stores
accessible throughout
the city, and ensure
brand and variant avail-
ability. They stated that

the chief minister has
given stringent orders to
eliminate favoritism and
make the policy "fool-
proof" to corruption.
Sources said these diffi-
culties hampered the
disputed policy issued in
Nov 2021, which was
withdrawn in Aug 2022
after CBI filed a case over
suspected irregularities

in its design and imple-
mentation. 
The policy may take time
to finalize, and the cur-
rent one expires in a
week. Then it was dis-
cussed to extend the
policy for at least three
months "A source
claimed the political dis-
pensation will make the
ultimate decision.  

Hundred Devi Buses Discontinued

Service From Narela

PF funds can be accessed

using ATMs

Govt may extend excise policy for 3 months

Centre informs SC child's caste cer-

tificate not affected by marriage

NEW DELHI: Franco-
Italian regional aircraft
major ATR sees India
emerge as its biggest
market in the next five
years. And as that hap-
pens, the turboprop-
maker says "it will be
foolish not to increase
our footprint here" in
terms of sourcing of
components, pilot
training and others.
"India currently has 65
ATRs - 45 with IndiGo
and 20 with Alliance
Air.
IndiGo is to get five
more. Startup carrier
Fly91 (which is being
launched by aviation
industry veteran Manoj

Chacko) will get its first
leased ATR anytime
now and the second in
a week or so," Jean-
Pierre Clercin, ATR's
head of commercial for
Asia Pacific, said.
"Indonesia has about
100 ATRs and is cur-
rently our biggest mar-
ket. India and Brazil
come after that. But

the way Indian econo-
my and air travel in the
country is booming,
within five years India
will have the maximum
ATRs given the govern-
ment's focus on region-
al air transport through
ude desh ka aam naa-
grik (UDAN) scheme,"
Clercin said.
ATR feels India will need 50-150 such planes in the next

Delhi: Officials said
the Municipal Council
(NDMC) approved a
series of civic infra-
structure projects on
to improve public
amenities 
in Lutyens' Delhi,
including the pur-
chase of new
mechanical road
sweepers (MRS), the
construction of “pink

toilets” for women in
all major markets,
and the beautifica-
tion of key temple
complexes Along with
policy issues, the
council overwhelm-
ingly condemned the
1975 Emergency, call-
ing it a “dark phase”
that violated human
freedoms.

NDMC accepts mech sweepers,

pink toiles, temple upkeep

Franco-Italian regional aircraft major ATR

sees India emerge as its biggest market 

Delhi: The deliberative arm
of the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi has announced a
streamlined procedure for
the approval of all outstand-
ing health trade licenses.
Mayor Raja Iqbal Singh
expressed gratitude to chief
minister Rekha Gupta for
doing away with the need to

get a no-objection certificate
from the Delhi Police, saying
that this will allow more busi-
nessmen to save time. From
October 2019 till now, the
corporation has received
50,422 applications for health
trade licenses. Out of these,
3,323 are currently being
processed, 21,666 have been

issued, and 25,430 have been
rejected, according to data
published on the corpora-
tion's website. On the other
hand, out of a total of 51,780
applications, 1,587 were
pending processing, 13,354
were issued, and 36,839 were
denied by the Delhi Police. 

The pending health trade licenses will be expedited by MCD

The BJP government,
led by Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta, presented
its maiden budget on
Tuesday, March 25.
Gupta presented 1 lakh
crore budget for 2025-
26, a 31.56% increase
from last year. In the
budget for the financial
year 2025-26, the gov-
ernment has allocated
12,952 crore to improve
Delhi's public transport
system.It has allocated
1,000 crore to improve
the connectivity of Delhi
with the NCR region.

Delhi: The ruling Bharatiya Janata Party-led National

Democratic Alliance is placing social justice at the core of

its election campaign in Bihar, with a focus on Prime

Minister Modi and chief minister Nitish as champions of

the poor and socially marginalised, people familiar with

the strategy said. The BJP is keen to go to the polls,

expected in October-November, as part of a strong coali-

tion to tap into the “collective vote bank” of allies in the

state, where it is in power with chief minister Nitish

Kumar-led Janata Dal (United) or JD(U). Other NDA con-

stituents are Union minister Chirag Paswan’s Lok

Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas), former CM Jitan Ram

Manjhi-led Hindustani Awami Morcha (Secular)  and

Upendra Kushwaha’s Rashtriya Lok Samta Party (RLSP).

The NDA constituents will jointly contest elections that

are likely to be held later this year.

Social justice to be focus of

BJP’s Bihar polls campaign

Govt allocates 12,952

crore for public

transport system

Delhi:  In order to raise more
money for their mainte-
nance, the Delhi government
has chosen to allow advertis-
ing on approximately 120
pedestrian bridges, accord-
ing to In order to better
maintain the foot over-
bridges, PWD minister
Parvesh Verma said that he
instructed the department's
engineers to develop a thor-
ough proposal. A lot of these
bridges need to have their
escalators and lifts fixed
because they're in bad
shape. 

Advertising on FOBS

should be authorized

by the government
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AR and VR have the potential
to make cultural heritage

more accessible to everybody 

Delhi: India has to make use of technology to
market and protect its history. Dr. Neeru Misra, a
visiting professor at the BL Institute of Indology in
Delhi and a former director of the ICCR, will dis-
cuss the challenges of digital preservation and
how new technologies might help preserve cul-
tural artifacts for future generations. When used
to the preservation of artifacts and cultural histo-
ry, digital technology and artificial intelligence
(AI) will have a revolutionary impact. The process
of digitization involves creating digital archives
that are resistant to damage by using high-reso-
lution imagery and 3D modeling to preserve arti-
facts. Scholarly investigation and popular appre-
ciation will be made easier with this measure,
which will safeguard physical degradation and
guarantee accessibility on a worldwide scale.
Predicting possible harm, analyzing environmen-
tal conditions that impact artefact deterioration,
and enabling exact restoration are all ways in
which artificial intelligence (AI) enhances preser-
vation. As an added bonus, it uses historical data
to restore damaged or lost works while maintain-
ing their authenticity. In addition to these initia-
tives, VR and AR provide democratized access to
cultural heritage by providing virtual experiences
of historical sites and artifacts. 

Delhi: Five third-
generation
Indian Institutes of

Technology (IITs)
founded between
2015 and 2016 are
falling short of their
intake targets, with
fewer masters and
PhD enrolments
than available seats,
declining place-
ments, and faculty
vacancies. The gov-
ernment announced
six new IITs in
Palakkad, Bhilai,
Jammu, Dharwad,
Tirupati, and Goa in
2015, with a “initial
intake of 180 stu-
dents in the first
year from tempo-
rary campuses,
increasing to 450 in
the second year and
to 928 (including
840 undergradu-
ates) in the third
year”.In 2017, the
Union Cabinet
changed the intake

estimates. 
According to 2017
Cabinet-approved
figures shared by IIT
Tirupati, by
2023–24, IIT
Tirupati and IIT
Palakkad would
have 2,550 students
(900 undergradu-
ates) and the
remaining IITs 2,540
students (1,170
u n d e r g ra d u a t e s )
across all courses.
Right to Information
(RTI) Act data and
open source data
suggest that many
of these institutes
are still falling short
of the predicted fig-
ure. 

At present, IIT
Tirupati has 1,700
students, which is
expected to rise by
2021-22. IIT Tirupati
director K.N.
Satyanarayana said
“The Cabinet
approval for con-
struction of a per-
manent campus for
1,200 students was
given only in
November 2017 as
part of Phase A.
COVID years delayed
targets. The Cabinet
recently approved
Phase B construc-
tion to accommo-
date 1,300 more
students (2500) by
2029. 

Delhi: The Central
Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE)
announced its final
polic for two board
exams for Class 10
students in 2026,
making the first
mandatory and the
second optional. The
Board produced a
policy draft in
February and solicit-
ed stakeholder
input. CBSE
Controller of
E x a m i n a t i o n s
Sanyam Bhardwaj
reported that 65% of
pupils supported
t w i c e - a s s i g n e d
tests.To ensure
pupils take the first
exam seriously,
teachers and princi-
pals advised making
it mandatory.The
2023 National
C u r r i c u l u m
Framework, modi-
fied to reflect the
National Education
Policy (NEP), 2020,

allows students two
attempts each
year—one main
exam and one
optional improve-
ment exam—to min-
imize the high-stakes
character of board
exams. Exams are
between February
and May. The CBSE
has ruled that stu-
dents who are miss-
ing in three or more
courses during the

first board exam,
which would be the
major exam, cannot
sit the second
(optional) exam.
According to the
final policy, such stu-
dents would be
placed in the
‘Essential Repeat’
category and can
only retake the
major tests in
February the follow-
ing year.  

Delhi: With tensions rising between Iran and
Israel, the Indian government has initiated
Operation Sindhu to remove its nationals,
including more than 6,000 students, from Iran,
which is currently experiencing the effects of a
civil war. The inaugural aircraft touched down in
New Delhi from Yerevan, Armenia, with 110
Indian nationals on
board, the majori-
ty of them were
students. Because
of the unpre-
dictability in
Russia and
Ukraine, the
majority of these
MBBS candidates choose to study medicine in
Iran. The students' careers have been put on
indefinite hold due to the ongoing Iran-Israel
conflict, and they are worried about it. Hasan
Zaidi, an MBBS student from Agra, Uttar
Pradesh, who went to Iran in 2024 to attend the
Arak University of Medical Sciences in Arak, is
only considering going back . He felt compelled
to go back to India after this, his first year of col-
lege. At first, we thought the war would be over
soon and that we wouldn't have to come back. I
opted for Iran since my schooling appeared safer
than in Russia or Ukraine due to the ongoing
conflict. Quite unexpectedly, a comparable sce-
nario has just surfaced in Iran. Tehran is in a very
precarious position. Iranians are fleeing to more
secure regions. According to Hasan, the Indian
embassy in Tehran is providing assistance to stu-
dents who are attempting to evacuate through
neighboring countries such as Turkmenistan and
Armenia.

Delhi : An alleged set of
political science graduate
papers focusing on Islam,
Pakistan, and China were
recently rejected by a tribu-
nal at Delhi University.
Many members were
opposed to the plan.
People felt strongly about
it; some thought it was an
example of ideological cen-
sorship, while others saw it
as a way to make the cur-
riculum more "India-centric
and bias-free." The
Standing Committee for
Academic Matters at DU
met  and decided to elimi-
nate four elective courses:
Islam and International
Relations, Pakistan and the

World, China's Role in the
Contemporary World, and
State and Society in
Pakistan. When the group
reconvenes on July 1, they
will finally get down to
reading and discussing
paper number five:
Religious Nationalism and
Political Violence. Professor

Monami Sinha, who was on
the committee, disagreed
with the decision and
claimed that the changes
show an effort to water
down content that is con-
troversial but still relevant
to academia. We contend-
ed that thorough research
on China and Pakistan.

Delhi: A Memorandum
of Understanding
(MoU) has been signed
between the
Universities of Leeds
(UoL) in the United
Kingdom and Delhi
(DU) in India, formally
establishing a strategic
academic relationship
between the two insti-
tutions. The two insti-
tutions hope to
strengthen their
c a p a c i t y - b u i l d i n g
efforts, exchange
teachers and students
more easily, and
increase their collabo-
rative research
through this arrange-
ment. The institution
has released a state-

ment stating that the
MoU lays the ground-
work for a lasting aca-
demic partnership that
will include collabora-
tive research, academ-
ic events, co-teaching,
and shared learning
platforms. In order to
facilitate international
cooperation and the
generation of new

information, the two
schools intend to forge
closer relationships
with one another. The
social science faculty
at the University of
Leeds spearheaded the
development of the
friendship that would
eventually blossom
into the cooperation.

Delhi: Students can
breathe a sigh of
relief as the
University Grants
Commission (UGC)
has revised its provi-
sions regarding dual
degrees. Acquired
degrees prior to
2022 will now be rec-
ognized as valid, as
long as they were
earned in accor-
dance with UGC
r e q u i r e m e n t s .
Starting from that
day forward, stu-
dents were able to
pursue two degrees
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y
according to a notifi-
cation issued by the
UGC. All degrees
earned at the same
time prior to April
13, 2022, were null
and void. Those UGC
guidelines state that
a student cannot
claim benefits based
on two degrees
earned concurrently
before 13 April 2022,
and they also state
that these degrees
will not be recog-
nized. 
The UGC resolved to

revise this previous
regulation during its

meeting on April 3,
2025. Guidelines
were subsequently
updated and
released on June 5,
2025. New regula-
tions make it possi-
ble to recognise a
student's dual
degree completion
provided both
degrees were earned
in accordance with
UGC requirements. If
you want to get two
degrees at once, you
have to meet the
requirements set out
by the UGC. Both
classes should not
have conflicting
schedules. Both
courses can be taken
in physical mode,
however the class
times need to be dif-
ferent. 

Dual Degrees Granted 

Prior to 2022 by UGC
Delhi: The Indian gov-
ernment began
Operation Sindhu to
evacuate its residents,
including over 6,000
students, from war-
torn Iran amid rising
tensions with Israel. 

New Delhi
received 110 Indians,
mostly students, on
the inaugural flight
from Yerevan,
Armenia.  Due to insta-
bility in Ukraine and
Russia, most MBBS stu-
dents chose Iran.
However, the Iran-
Israel war has placed
their careers on hold
indefinitely, worrying
these youngsters.
Hasan Zaidi from Agra,
Uttar Pradesh, who
studied MBBS in Iran in

2024 at Arak University
of Medical Sciences,
Arak, told Education
Times he only wants to
return. 

He to India after
his first year of study.
We initially thought
the war would finish
shortly and we would-
n't need to return. I
chose Iran because the

war in Russia and
Ukraine made school-
ing dangerous. A simi-
lar issue has occurred
in Iran unexpectedly.
Safety is why I selected
this country, adds
Hasan. Tehran is dan-
gerous. Iranians are
moving to safer loca-
tions.

Delhi: Teachers at Delhi
University are raising
concerns about increas-
ing workload and lack of
assistance as the univer-
sity prepares to wel-
come its first group of
undergraduates in their
fourth year. According to
202 faculty members,
the university is moving
forward without doing a

realistic assessment of
teaching capacity or
infrastructure needs,
since the seventh and
eighth semesters are set
to start in late July and
early August under the
U n d e r g r a d u a t e
Curriculum Framework
(UGCF). The increasing
disparity between sanc-
tioned teaching hours

and the number of hours
presently needed as a
result of the extra aca-
demic year is a big
worry, they claimed. "In
some of our department
meetings, we real-ised
there's a huge shortfall,"
remarked a faculty
member from the geog-
raphy department .
,

3rd-gen IITs struggle with low

enrollment and placements

DU'S 4th-yr plan raises concern over 

teaching load and staff gaps

Class 10 CBSE final two board exam policy:

first option mandatory, second optional

University of Leeds, University

of Delhi sign MoU 

Iranian medical students from

India face an uncertain future

Indian medical students in Iran face

uncertainty amid Iran-Israel rivalry

Delhi: The Standing
Committee on
Academic Matters
reportedly eliminated
the Israel-Palestine
conflict, Kashmir crisis,
and dating app suicides
from DU's psychology
syllabus proposal. The
study discussed
Mahabharata, 

Bhagavad Gita, and
Israel-Palestine and
Kashmir wars. He
claimed "Kashmir is
resolved" and "we
don't need to teach
Israel-Palestine". The
committee head
rejected another pro-
posal to integrate dat-
ing app psychology .

No Kashmir,

Palestine in DU

psychology syllabus

Delhi: Twenty-two Indian lan-

guages classified under phase I

and phase II of the Bharatiya

Bhasha initiative - have now

been integrated into the aca-

demic framework of universi-

ties. Under the Bharatiya

Bhasha Pustak Scheme (BBPS)

-headed by the University

Grants Commission and the

Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti over

1,000 authors have been

mobilised to - produce founda-

tional textbooks in these lan-

guages, with 23 universities as

nodal agencies.

750 books in 22 lan-

guages to be added in

curriculum

DU's Decline to Publish Articles on Islam,

Pakistan, and China Sets Off

'' Exams are between February and May. The

CBSE has ruled that students who are missing in

three or more courses during the first board

exam, which would be the major exam, cannot

sit the second (optional) exam. According to the

final policy, such students would be placed in

the ‘Essential Repeat’ category ''
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US Polo targets Rs 3,000 cr
in India, boosts marketing

Divya Delhi:
Arvind Fashions
aims to increase
marketing invest-
ments for its flag-
ship brand, US
Polo, to reach
?3,000 crore in
revenue, up from
the current ?2,000 crore.  Over 3% of our corpo-
rate budget goes to advertising. This has reached
4% for US Polo and is rising. He noted that US
Polo's company was predicted to increase 12-
15% due to its strong omnichannel presence, tak-
ing advantage of the emerging rapid commerce
channel and the square-foot expansion of stores,
which can become supply hubs in smaller towns.
Like-for-like growth is solid, including virtually
double-digit full-price growth. Other categories
including kids, women, and footwear are devel-
oping faster than the mother brand. Nearly 20%
of the brand's revenues are in adjacent cate-
gories. “US Polo dominates the domestic market.
We will invest in the brand and grow quicker than
the market, he stated. Deloitte India and the
Retailers Association of India reported in
February 2025 that urban and rural families will
spend more on discretionary items due to a dou-
bling of per capita income by 2030. The report
noted that “the Indian apparel and footwear
market was valued at $78 billion in 2023 and is
expected to reach $106 billion by 2028 at a com-
pounded annual growth rate of 7.5–8%, driven by
increasing disposable incomes, rising urbanisa-
tion, growing organised retail penetration.

Divya Delhi: Wall Street
indexes rose in choppy rises
as in-line European markets
ended flat, continuing their
10-week winning streak. The
Federal Reserve is expected
to decrease interest rates
twice this year, according to
U.S. inflation figures. crude
prices fell 1%, the first
monthly decline since
November, as markets braced
for fresh levies from
Washington and crude
exports from Iraq's Kurdistan
region. According to a White
House source, President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy of
Ukraine will depart the Oval
Office early Friday after a
contentious meeting with
Trump. Following reports of
falling yearly inflation and
sluggish consumer spending

in the latest statistics tracked
by the Federal Reserve, U.S.
Treasury rates hit multi-
month lows. A drop of 2.93
points, or 0.34%, was record-
ed by MSCI's global stock
index. Crypto values dropped
after the Trump boom
waned. The U.S. personal
consumption expenditures
(PCE) price index fell from
2.6% in December to 2.5%

last month, according to the
Bureau of Economic Analysis,
which is part of the
Commerce Department. 

Core personal consumption
expenditure, the favored
inflation indicator of the
Federal Reserve, fell to 2.6%
from 2.9% following an
upward revision. Inflation of
2% is the target of the central
bank. 

When oil prices drop every month, US stocks go up

Divya Delhi: The cen-
tral board of trustees
of the Employees
Provident Fund
Organisation proposed
keeping the interest
rate at 8.25% for the
current financial year.
The finance minister
must approve this
before money is credit-
ed to seven crore sub-
scribers. The
Employees Provident
Fund  EPF has high and
predictable returns
compared to other
fixed-income instru-
ments, ensuring sav-
ings growth. The
finance ministry taxed
interest income
obtained by people

who pay over Rs 2.5
lakh yearly a few years
ago, claiming it would
affect only 1% of sub-
scribers. EPFO's 8.25%
returns are far greater
than PPF's 7.1%.
Compounding is avail-
able with PPF's Rs 1
lakh annual invest-
ment cap. SBI is offer-
ing 7.5% on two- to
three-year fixed
deposits, however the
interest income is

taxed and compound-
ing is not available. A
30% taxpayer will
receive 5.25% post-tax
FD returns. The EPFO
board also amended
the Employees'
Deposit-Linked

Insurance EDLI pro-
gram to provide a min-
imum payment of Rs
50,000 to EPF mem-
bers who die without
one year of continuous
service.

Delhi : Raptee.HV, the
Chennai-based EV
startup,  launched
India's first high-volt-
age electric motorcy-
cle, which is devel-
oped with the technol-
ogy being used in
Electric cars across the
world. Called the
Raptee T 30, it is the
first of its kind to use
universal charging
standards that are
used by cars. In simple
words, it uses a CCS2
charging port. The
motorcycle is priced at
? 2.39 lakhs, ex-show-
room.The Raptee.HV
Motorcycle has an IDC
Est range of around
200 km and a real-
world range of over

150 km on a single
charge. The company
claims that it can
accelerate from 0 to
60 kmph in under 3.5
seconds.The 5.4 kWh
battery pack is IP67-
rated, and it takes 60
minutes for a 20-80
per cent juice-up via a
3.3 kW charger.
Through a fast charger,
the same can be done
in just 30 minutes.
Also, the brand is
offering a warranty of
8 years of 80,000 km
on the battery
pack.The T 30 rides on
a set of 17-inch rims
with a 110-section
tyre on the front and a
150-section tyre at the
rear. Moreover, the

suspension includes
37 mm USD forks on
the front and a tele-
scopic shock absorber
at the rear. Braking
duties are performed
by a 320 mm rotor at
the front and a 230
mm disc at the
rear.The motorcycle
has advanced software
features for an
enhanced riding expe-
rience, including 3 rid-
ing modes and a 7-
inch LCD instrument
cluster. It comes
equipped with con-
nected features as
well. There are foru
colours on offer -
Horizon Red, Arctic
White, Mercury Grey
and Eclipse Black.

Raptee.HV Launches T 30 High-

Voltage Electric Motorcycle

Divya Delhi:  Direct
bank account transfers
have been assured for
1,100 out of 1,200
national and state gov-
ernment projects,
according to Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. One hun-
dred hundred out of one
thousand two hundred
federal and state pro-
grams get their funding
sent straight to their
bank accounts by DBT.
She emphasized that the
Public Financial
Management System is
crucial to the improve-
ment of DBT. She said
that PFMS has allowed
the government to give
benefits directly by cut-
ting out middlemen at
the 49th Civil Accounts

Day festivities. It was
said "Everything is direct
payment, so no middle-
men, no unborn chil-
dren getting
allowances." All recipi-
ents have their funds
deposited into accounts
that have been biomet-
rically verified. Out of
the 1200 national and
state schemes, DBT is in
charge of 1100. By going

digital, PFMS has made
all financial transactions
more transparent and
efficient, doing away
with discrepancies and
delays in fund distribu-
tion. The Minister of
Finance made a point of
mentioning that around
250 external systems,
such as the Government
e-Marketplace, GSTN,
PM Kisan, and TIN 2.0,
connect with PFMS.
Efficient financial trans-
actions and cooperative
federalism are both
facilitated by full inte-
gration. 
Through the integration
of financial systems, the
government may
enhance the tracking of
fund flows and ensure
accountability. 

Divya Delhi:  The sides
promised “concrete
steps” to finish the India-
Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor. The
FTA states that the par-
ties would “work as
trusted partners to
enhance market access
and remove trade barri-
ers”. Modi and Leyen
stressed IMEC. Modi
said, “Concrete steps
will be taken to take it

forward. The IMEC will
promote global trade,
sustainable growth, and
prosperity. The IMEC
was announced at the
September 2023 G20 in
New Delhi. India, the US,
Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
and various European
nations are involved.
The corridor will link
India, West Asia, and
Europe via train, road,
and sea. Lal was asked if

Europe would require
lower wine, cheese, and
automobile taxes. Leyen
traveled to India with 22
EU Commissioners. It
emphasizes our value.
India and the EU are and
space cooperation. The
two sides agreed to have
“focused discussions” on
the military sector and
marine domain aware-
ness to strengthen
shared assessment.

Graduates of state universities

are unable to secure employment

due to a lack of English ability

Keep existing FY interest

rate at 8.25%: EPFO board

EU, India will sign FTA by year-end

FM reports 1100 out of 1200 state

and national schemes under DBT

Divya Delhi: Apple will invest
over $500bn in the US over the
next four years, starting with a
Texas advanced manufacturing
complex. Over that period, the
tech giant intended to add
20,000 positions, with the
"vast majority" in R&D, soft-
ware, and AI.How much the
spending accelerates the com-

pany's current activity is
unclear. The amount includes

supplier and Apple TV produc-
tion costs, according to Apple.
Days after Apple CEO Tim Cook
met with President Donald
Trump, who has prioritized US
business investment, the news
was made. It stated that the
250,000-square-foot. Houston
factory will construct servers
"previously manufactured out-

side the US" to power Apple
Intelligence, its AI system. The
iPhone maker said it would
open in 2026 and employ
"thousands". Apple is also
boosting its data center capac-
ity in , Arizona, and Nevada and
doubling its $5bn funding for
Trump's first-term manufactur-
ing fund to $10bn. 

Divya Delhi: U.S.
bankruptcy court
rules Riju Ravindran,
Byju's parent busi-
ness Think & Learn,
and hedge fund
Camshaft Capital
guilty of $533 million
fraud and "breach of
fiduciary duty." The
beleaguered edtech
business Byju's Alpha
has been found to
have engaged in sev-
eral fraudulent finan-
cial transfers and
conversions, accord-
ing to a ruling issued
by the Delaware
Bankruptcy Court.
Byju brother Riju
Ravindran was found
to have breached his
fiduciary duty as

director of Byju's
Alpha, according to
the court. The
court's clear recogni-
tion that Riju
Ravindran, Camshaft,
and Byju's engaged
in a worldwide fraud
including the theft of
$533 million is some-
thing we are grateful
for. In a statement,
the lenders hailed
this as a major victo-
ry in their fight to
reclaim the stolen
assets that properly
belong to them.

Byju successfully
obtained a $1.2 bil-
lion five-year term
loan from Glas Trust
through the estab-
lishment of his Alpha

special purpose
financial organiza-
tion. Having default-
ed on its loans  ,
Byju's Alpha was
placed under
trusteeship in March
2023. A group of 37
banks and other
lending organiza-
tions gave Byju $1.2
billion.  Byju's
Alpha's limited part-
nership interest in
Camshaft Capital was
transferred to
William Morton's
hedge fund,
Camshaft Capital
Fund. with the pro-
ceeds of about $533
million in term loans,
according to the
lenders. 

Byju's loses $533 million loan fraud case in US court

Delhi Divya: Using the
success stories of
Punjab and Karnataka,
the NITI Aayog suggests
that state public univer-
sities work with inter-
national language
organizations to pro-
vide programs for
English and foreign lan-
guage proficiency. The
employability of the
students who graduate
from these institutions
is greatly impacted by
their "inadequate" skill
in the English language.
State public universities
are essential to reach-
ing the NEP 2020 objec-
tives; they educate
more than 80% of all
college-aged students
and were the focus of a
new report from the
National Institution of
Transforming India
Aayog, "Expanding
Quality Higher
Education Through
States and State Public
Universities," which

was published. Local
businesses in a lot of
states rely heavily on
outside expertise and
materials. One factor

contributing to this
trend, according to the
poll, is the low English
proficiency among local
kids. 

NEW DELHI: Activity in the
country's manufacturing sec-
tor grew at its slowest pace in
14 months as production and
new orders moderated but it
still remained robust, a survey
showed . The HSBC India
Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers' Index (PMI) regis-
tered a reading of 56.3 in Feb,
down from 57.7 in Jan, but
still indicative of further
improvement in the health of
the sector. The 50-point mark
separates from contraction in
the survey, which is compiled
from responses to question-
naires sent to 400 manufac-
turing firms.

Manufacturing activi-

ty slows to a 14-

month low in February

Apple will invest $500bn and employ 20k in the US

Divya Delhi: The applicant, an environmental
activist, told the National Green Tribunal that
more illegal dyeing facilities were operating in
Khyala and Meethapur village in Delhi after the
authorities alerted them of their actions. The tri-
bunal ordered the Delhi Pollution Control
Committee to act and report in four weeks. In
another matter related to such units, a joint com-
mittee recommended a campaign to sensitize the
public about illegal industrial activity. 

NGT requests DPCC report after plea

says unlawful dyeing units continue.

Divya Delhi: Sunil
Bharti Mittal's business
sold $976 million in
India's No.2 wireless
carrier to raise funding
for new ventures.
According to an
exchange statement,
Bharti Airtel Ltd.
founder Indian
Continental 
Investment Ltd. sold
0.84 percent interest
or 51 million shares for
Rs 8,485 crore ($976
million), nearly a
fourth of which was
bought by Bharti
Telecom Ltd. Other
investors were not
named in the trade at
Rs 1660.46 per share, a

tiny discount to
Monday's finish of Rs
1,675.6. The document
said the shares were
“allocated only to key
marquee long only
names, both global and
domestic.” Mittal is
investing in Africa and
OneWeb, which
merged with Eutelsat
in 2023, at the time of
the sale. Last year,
closely held Bharti
Enterprises Ltd. bought
24.5% of BT Group Plc.
Bharti Telecom now
owns 40.47 percent of
Airtel, reinforcing its
“previously stated
intent of strengthening
its position .

Mittal's $976 million Airtel stake sale



Tuesday, 05 August, 2025 
Akhand Bharat SandeshNEWSPOINT08

Meta releases standalone
AI app to challenge

ChatGPT
Delhi: competing with ChatGPT creator OpenAI

with a standalone AI app. Meta said  that its

new AI assistant will use Llama AI. The Discover

stream shows how others are using the tool

and provides prompts. The AI arms race pits

Meta's new software against ChatGPT and

other AI plat-

forms. Claude,

Grok, and

Gemini from

Anthropic, xAI,

and Google are

also leading

contenders. In

S e p t e m b e r

2023, Meta debuted an AI chatbot as a genera-

tive AI-powered digital assistant that can

respond to user questions and produce graph-

ics in its apps. Meta AI became prominent in

April when it replaced Facebook, Instagram,

WhatsApp, and Messenger's search feature

with a chatbot. Zuckerberg claimed in January

that 2025 “is going to be the year when a high-

ly intelligent and personalized AI assistant

reaches more than 1 billion people, and I

expect Meta AI to be that leading AI assistant.”

Meta finance head Susan Li said Meta AI has

700 million monthly active users in January. It

rose from 600 million in December. Meta

launched a standalone AI app after Google and

Elon Musk's xAI. Both firms released Gemini

and Grok applications recently.   

Delhi : ATM users in India
will incur revised transac-
tion rates starting May 1,
2025, under the RBI's
amended fee regime. The
revisions aim to simplify
ATM usage charges and
promote digital banking for
both financial and non-
financial activities. Under
the new guidelines, metro
consumers will get three
free ATM transactions each
month and non-metro cus-
tomers five.  Free transac-
tions include cash with-
drawals and balance
checks. 
After this limit, banks can

charge Rs 23 per transac-
tion, excluding taxes. This
applies to ATM and CRM
transactions, although CRM

cash deposits are free.
Many big banks have
revised their client policies:
HDFC said, "With effect
from 1st May 2025, the
ATM transaction charge
rate beyond free limits will
be revised from Rs 21 +
taxes to Rs 23 + taxes."

Bank emphasized that only
cash withdrawals at HDFC
Bank ATMs exceeding the
free limit will be charged,
while non-financial transac-
tions are free.  Other banks'
ATMs count both sorts of
transactions toward the
free limit. 

ATM withdrawals cost more: All about the new fees

Delhi: 
Prudential and HCL
Group promoters
announced a separate
health insurance joint
venture. Prudential
Group Holdings,
Prudential's UK affili-
ate, would own 70% of
the joint venture, while
HCL Group promoter
Vama Sundari
Investments will own
30%. HCL founder Shiv
Nadar gave his daugh-
ter Roshni Nadar
Malhotra large shares
in Vama Sundari
Investments, giving her
power. 
Prudential had its first
branch in Kolkata in

1923, making India a
critical market, accord-
ing to CEO Anil
Wadhwani. "Today, we
have a significant pres-
ence with life insurance
and asset management
businesses providing a
comprehensive offer-
ing of insurance and
wealth products,"
Wadhwani. ICICI Bank
has partnered with
Prudential, a FTSE 100

company, for over two
decades in life insur-
ance and asset man-
agement. The
Prudential cooperation
intends to provide
quality health insur-
ance in India, according
to Vama executive
director Shikhar
Malhotra. "Through
this collaboration, we
aim to advance our
common mission to
enhance access to
quality health insur-
ance and drive greater
penetration across the
country," stated. If
approved by regula-
tors, Amar Joshi will
lead the joint venture. 

Delhi : Eternal Ltd.
(previously Zomato)
announced a 77%
drop in overall net
profit to Rs 39 crore
in Q4 FY25 from Rs
175 crore the year
before. Zomato,
which owns Blinkit,
lost 33% of its quar-
terly net profit to Rs
59 crore in October-
December. Overall
expenditures rose
67% to Rs 6,104 crore
from Rs 3,636 crore.
QoQ, costs rose over
10%. Food delivery
company consolidat-
ed income from oper-
ations rose 64% to Rs
5,833 crore from Rs
3,562 crore in the
January-March quar-
ter of the previous
financial year.
Zomato earned Rs
6,201 crore in the
quarter, up from Rs
3,797 the year
before. Its expenses
rose from Rs 3,636
crore to Rs 6,104
crore. Zomato shares
finished at Rs 232.5
on the BSE, up 0.58
percent. According to
its stock exchange fil-
ing, Blinkit opened
294 net new stores in
Q4 and is on track to
reach 2,000 by

December 25.
Deepinder Goyal,
Founder and CEO,
Eternal, said, “We
don't see any long-
term structural rea-
son for this slow-
down, as the funda-
mentals – low pene-
tration of restaurant
food and increasing
urbanisation and per
capita income in India
– remain unchanged.”
The company has sev-
eral promising initia-
tives in the pipeline
and hopes some will
work and lead to
higher growth with-
out compromising
profitability. The
company began
reporting NOV and
GOV for its B2C activ-
ities (food delivery,
rapid commerce, and
going-out) in Q4
FY25.

Zomato's Q4 net profit falls 

77% to Rs 39 crore

Delhi: A government
survey research esti-
mates private business
capital spending will
drop 25% to Rs 4.88
lakh crore in 2025-26
from Rs 6.56 lakh crore
in FY25. The Ministry of
Statistics & Programme
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n ' s
F o r w a r d - L o o k i n g
Survey on Private
Sector CAPEX
Investment Intentions
between November
2024 and January 2025
found that private cor-
porate capex was Rs
3.94 lakh crore in 2021-
22, Rs 5.72 lakh crore in
2022-23, and Rs 4.22
lakh crore in 2023-24.
To establish a fixed
panel, 2,172 firms pro-
vided complete infor-

mation for all five years
of the reference period.
The government said
the aggregated
(unweighted) capex
data from this panel of
firms is credible for
five-year capital expen-
diture trends. Over four
years from 2021-22 to
2024-25, aggregate
capex (unweighted)
increased 66.3%. Of the

3,064 responding com-
panies, 2,172 planned
2025-26 capex. The
data suggests respon-
dents are cautious
when revealing capital
spending plans. The
research advised cau-
tion when interpreting
2025-26 Capex data due
to the conservative
stance and fear of
responding firms.  

Delhi: According to
insiders, as part of the
intended bilateral trade
agreement (BTA), India
is expected to request
that the United States
relax export controls
and provide it with
access to vital tech-
nologies on par with
important American

allies such as Japan,
Australia, and the
United Kingdom.
Furthermore, they
mentioned that India
might be interested in
pursuing these kind of
concessions in the fol-
lowing industries: semi-
conductors, biotech-
nology, artificial intelli-

gence (AI), pharmaceu-
ticals, quantum com-
puting, and telecom
equipment. Textiles,
gems and jewelry,
leather goods, clothing,
plastics, chemicals,
shrimp, oil seeds,
chemicals, grapes, and
bananas are among the
labor-intensive sectors.

The government raises sugar-

cane FRP by 4.41% to Rs 355 per

quintal for 2025-26

Promoters of Prudential, HCL

to form health insurer

Possible goal of India-US trade deal:

equal access to technology

Private sector capex may fall 25% to

Rs 4.88 lakh cr in FY26: Govt survey

Delhi: Individuals and compa-
nies with income up to Rs 50
lakh must file ITR forms 1 and 4
for assessment year (AY) 2025-
26 with the income tax depart-
ment. Anyone with long-term
capital gains up to Rs 1.25 lakh
in a fiscal year can submit ITR-1.
Previously, they had to file ITR-

2. With the notification, individ-
uals, HUFs, corporations with
income up to Rs 50 lakh, and

those with business and profes-
sional incomes in 2024-25
(April-March) can file I-T
returns. ITR Form 1 (Sahaj) and
ITR Form 4 (Sugam) are easier
forms for many small and medi-
um taxpayers. Sahaj can be filed
by a resident with an annual
income of up to Rs 50 lakh from

salary, one residential property,
other sources (interest), and
agricultural income up to Rs
5,000. Individuals, Hindu
Undivided Families (HUFs), and
firms (other than LLPs) with
yearly income up to Rs 50 lakh
and business and profession
revenue can file sugam.

Delhi : Adani
Enterprises Ltd. (AEL),
the flagship firm of the
Adani Group, reported
strong financial results,
with net profit rising
7.5 times to Rs 3,845
crore in Q4 FY25 from
Rs 449 crore in FY24.
Adani Wilmar Ltd.'s
13.5% stake sale in Q4
gave AEL an outstand-
ing gain of Rs 3,946
crore. Revenue rose 2%
to Rs 1,00,365 crore
and consolidated PBT
rose 16% to Rs 6,533
crore in FY25.
Incubating firms' solid
operational perform-
ance drove EBITDA up

26% to Rs 16,722 crore
last fiscal, the company
said. Gautam Adani,
Chairman of Adani
Group, said Adani
Enterprises is establish-
ing firms that will shape
India's infrastructure
and energy sector. Our
scale, speed, and sus-
tainability drove our
strong FY25 success.
The billionaire industri-

alist said disciplined
execution, future-
focused investments,
operational excellence,
innovation, and sus-
tainability drove
impressive develop-
ment across our incu-
bation businesses.
Adani New Industries
Limited (ANIL) began
expanding solar cell
and module operations

for 6 GW in Q4 FY25
with financial
close.Improved realiza-
tion and operational
efficiency drove solar
module sales up 59% to
4,263 MW and greater

EBITDA margins. The
company reported that
ANIL wind business
expanded capacity to
2.25 GW in Q4 FY25
with 5.2 MW, 3.3 MW,
and 3.0 MW WTG.

Q4 Adani Enterprises net profit jumps 7.5x to

Rs 3,845 crore, incubating enterprises thrive

Delhi: The govern-
ment raised the fair
and remunerative
price (FRP) of sugar-
cane by 4.41 percent
to Rs 355 per quintal
for the 2025-26 sea-
son in October.

An official state-
ment said the
Cabinet Committee

on Economic Affairs
(CCEA) chaired by
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
made this decision
in the interest of
sugarcane farmers.
Sugarcane FRP is Rs
340 per quintal for
2024-25. 
Sugar mills must pay
sugarcane growers
FRP, the minimum
price set by the
Indian government.
I&B Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw told the
media after the

meeting that the
FRP of Rs 355 per
quintal for a 10.25%
basic recovery rate
was approved. "The
FRP for sugar season
2025-26 is 4.41 per
cent higher than
current sugar season
2024-25," says the
report. Farmers will
receive Rs 3.46 per
quintal for each
0.1% sugar recovery
increment above
10.25%. FRP
decreases by Rs 3.46
per quintal.

Delhi: A United Launch
Alliance Atlas V rocket
launched the payload into
Low Earth Orbit from Cape
Canaveral Space Force
Station.
Amazon claimed it had con-

tacted all 27 satellites by
morning and was activating
them “nominally.” Amazon
launched two test satellites in
2023, but this is its first full-
scale deployment. The corpo-
ration expects to launch over
3,200 satellites using ULA's
Atlas V and Vulcan rockets,
Blue Origin, and others.
Amazon thinks it needs 580
operating satellites to supply
internet connectivity. 

Amazon Launches

Project Kuiper Satellite

Internet Service

For 2025-26, I-T Department notifies ITR forms 1, 4

Delhi:
Commodity prices,

according to the World
Bank, could drop 12%
this year, with the oil
index possibly falling
17%, as a result of
slowing economic
development. "If
realised, these declines
will end a period of ele-

vated inflation-adjust-
ed commodity prices in
the aftermath of the
Covid-19 pandemic and
Russia's invasion of
Ukraine," recent com-
modities Markets
Outlook. Reports indi-
cate that supplies
might be higher this
year. 

WB: Oil prices might drop 17% and

commodity prices 12%

Delhi: The closing of
the Attrari-Wagah
border has hampered
the movement of dry
fruits from
Afghanistan to India,
which may raise
domestic prices by 10
to 25%. Afghanistan is
India's greatest dried
fruit supplier despite
war and civil
upheaval. Anil Mehra,
National President of
the Federation of
Grocery and Dry Fruit
C o m m e r c i a l
Association,, when
the Attari-Wagah bor-
der closed, no trucks
transporting dry fruits
from to Attari had
come. "50 trucks are
at the Pakistani
Wagah border.

Wagah closure

hurts Afghan dry

fruit imports
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