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New Delhi

India and Oman signed
a free trade agreement
on Thursday, under
which 98 percent of
India's exports will get
duty-free access to the
Omani market. This
agreement is expected
to significantly benefit
the textile, agricultural
products, and leather
industries. In return,
India will reduce
import duties on cer-
tain products from
Oman, including dates,
marble, and petro-
chemical products. The
agreement is likely to
come into effect in the
first quarter of the next
financial year. This
agreement is consid-
ered significant at a
time when India is fac-
ing high tariffs of up to
50 percent in its largest

export market, the US.
Union Minister of
Commerce and
Industry Piyush Goyal
met with Oman's
Minister of Commerce,
Industry and
Investment Promotion,
Qais bin Mohammed
Al Yousef. The meet-
ing discussed ways to
further strengthen eco-
nomic cooperation
between India and
Oman. Goyal
described the talks as
productive, stating that
trade and investment

relations between the
two countries are
already strong and
there is immense
potential to take them
to new heights.In a
message shared on
social media, Piyush
Goyal said that the
growing economic
engagement between
India and Oman is pro-
gressing under the
leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi and Sultan
Haitham bin Tariq. He
expressed confidence

that the upcoming dis-
cussions between the
leaders will transform
the civilizational ties
into a new chapter of
deeper economic coop-
eration.Modi receives
invitation from Sultan
of OmanThis meeting
took place at a time
when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi arrived
in Oman on
Wednesday, the final
leg of his four-day,
three-nation tour. He
had earlier completed
visits to Jordan and
Ethiopia.PM Modi is
visiting Oman at the
invitation of Sultan
Haitham bin Tariq.
During the visit, the
two leaders will dis-
cuss strengthening the
strategic partnership
and expanding cooper-
ation in commercial
and economic .

India-Oman Free
Trade Agreement

New Delhi

Union Minister Shivraj
Singh expressed his
displeasure over the
uproar in Parliament
regarding the VB-G
Ram Ji Bill and the
throwing of papers by
MPs. Shivraj Singh
Chouhan questioned
the conduct of
Congress and INDIA
bloc MPs. He said that
these MPs have tar-
nished democracy and
violated the dignity of
Parliament. He said
that the opposition MPs
have turned democracy
into hooliganism.The
Union Agriculture
Minister referred to the
discussion on the

Developed India
Guarantee for
Employment and
Livelihood Mission
Rural (VB-G Ram Ji)
Bill, which continued
late into Wednesday
night. Shivraj Singh
said, "I listened to the
views of 98 honorable
MPs on this bill. I was
supposed to respond to
it today." Expressing
his displeasure, he said
that undignified con-
duct was displayed in
Parliament. Papers
were torn and thrown,
and MPs climbed onto
the tables. "Isn't this a
betrayal of Bapu's
ideals? "He said, "I was
not allowed to speak in
Parliament. 

New Delhi

The Supreme Court
took a tough stand on
Thursday during the
hearing of a petition
regarding stray dogs.
Responding to objec-
tions that some rules
made by the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
were "inhumane," the
court said that a video
would be played at the
next hearing and asked,
"What exactly is
humanity?"Hearing to
be held on January

7Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, who is represent-
ing the case, informed
the bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and
Sandeep Mehta that the
three-judge special
bench scheduled to hear

the matter on Thursday
had been cancelled.
Justice Nath clarified
that the matter would
now be listed on
January 7.
What happened during
the hearing?Advocate

Sibal said that the prob-
lem is that in the mean-
time, the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) has made some
rules that are complete-
ly contrary to the law.
When the bench said it
would consider the mat-
ter on January 7, Sibal
said that the officials
would implement the
rules in December
itself. He argued that
they would enforce it
and remove the dogs.
They don't have shel-
ters.

New Delhi

To cope with the crowds
that throng railway sta-
tions across the country
during the festive sea-
son, Indian Railways
has taken a significant
step. After the success-
ful implementation of a
holding area system at
New Delhi Railway
Station, Indian Railways
has decided to replicate
this model at stations in
other major cities across
the country. The
Railway Minister has

instructed officials to
adopt the Delhi model
at other railway stations
nationwide to provide
better facilities to pas-
sengers and manage
crowds during the fes-
tive season. Recently,

the Railway Minister
and Minister of State for
Railways, Ravneet
Singh Bittu, reviewed
the progress of the hold-
ing areas being con-
structed at 76 major rail-
way stations.

New Delhi

A seabird with a
Chinese GPS tracking
device attached to its
body has been found in
the Karwar area of
??Uttara Kannada,

Karnataka. The bird was
found in an area close to
a sensitive zone of the
Indian Navy. Following
the discovery of the bird
with the Chinese GPS
device, security agencies
and the forest depart-

ment were immediately
alerted and launched a
serious investigation into
the matter. According to
the police, the Chinese
GPS tracking device
was recovered from the
body of a seagull .

New Delhi

Fugitive diamond mer-
chant Mehul Choksi,
accused in a multi-bil-
lion dollar banking
scam, has suffered a
major setback in a
Belgian court. The

Belgian Supreme Court
– the Court of Cassation
– has rejected Mehul
Choksi's petition
against his extradition
to India. The Belgian
court dismissed
Choksi's petition
against extradition to

India, stating that his
arguments lacked merit
and that he failed to
prove any legal or fac-
tual basis to prevent
extradition. The court
stated that the extradi-
tion process is in accor-
dance with Indian laws

and European human
rights standards. The
court upheld the
Antwerp Court of
Appeal's Chamber of
Indictment's view that
the documents provided
by Choksi were insuffi-
cient to prove that he

faced a real, present,
and serious risk of
being denied justice or
subjected to torture or
inhuman and degrading
treatment. The court
also imposed a fine of
104 Euros on Mehul
Choksi.

New Delhi

Amidst the uproar by
opposition parties in
Parliament, Shivraj
Singh Chouhan gave a
detailed response on
the Developed India G-
Ram-G Bill. He said
that the opposition does
not even want to listen
to the government's
response. The Union
Agriculture Minister,
presenting the data
released by the govern-
ment, said that the pre-
vious governments
misused the funds, but
our government has
emphasized spending
on development works.
Shivraj Singh Chouhan
claimed that the gov-
ernment has brought
the bill for the welfare
of farmers as well as
the poor, which is
being opposed. He
said, "First of all, I
want to thank you in

this sacred House. I
want to thank the
Chairman. We have
heard the views of the
Honorable Members on
this subject. Now it is
my right to respond. I
seek your protection. I
have listened to the
Honorable Members
until 1:30 AM. To
speak your mind and
then not listen to the
response is to tear apart
democratic traditions. It
is to violate the
Constitution. They are
also killing the ideals
of Bapu. Speak your

mind and don't listen to
us. This is also vio-
lence. The Congress
and the rest of the
opposition are doing
the work of killing
Bapu's ideals."We are
people who follow
Gandhi's ideals:
Agriculture MinisterHe
said, "First of all, I
want to pay my
respects at the feet of
revered Bapu
(Mahatma Gandhi).
Bapu is our reverence.
Bapu is our ideal. Bapu
is our inspiration. Bapu
is our faith. 

New Delhi

Regarding cases of
judicial corruption,
Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant said on
Thursday that there is
a growing trend among
judges to pass several
orders due to external
influences on the eve
of their retirement.A
bench headed by CJI
Surya Kant, which

also included Justice
Joymalya Bagchi,
expressed concern
over this "unfortunate
trend" of judges "hit-

ting sixes" just before
retirement. 

The
Supreme Court was
hearing a petition filed
by a Principal District
Judge from Madhya
Pradesh, who had
challenged his suspen-
sion just 10 days
before his retirement.
The suspension was
reportedly linked to
two judicial orders

passed by the judge.
The bench remarked,
"The petitioner started
hitting sixes just
before retirement. This
is an unfortunate trend.
I don't want to say
anything more on this.

"The dis-
trict judge was actual-
ly supposed to retire
on November 30, but
he was suspended on
November 19 due to

the two judicial orders.
Although he was ini-
tially scheduled to
retire 
on November 30, the
Supreme Court on
November 20 directed
the Madhya Pradesh
government to extend
his retirement by one
year, as the state had
increased the retire-
ment age of its
employees to 62 years.

New Delhi

Indian players have made
significant gains in the
latest update of the
International Cricket
Council (ICC) Men's
T20I Player Rankings.
India's explosive batsman
Tilak Varma has jumped
two places to reach fourth
position in the batsmen's
list, while spinner Varun
Chakravarthy has further
strengthened his top spot
in the bowlers' rankings.
Tilak Varma had a stellar
performance in the recent
T20I series against South
Africa. 

Tilak Varma jumps

up in T20 rankings

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Thursday dismissed a public
interest litigation (PIL) seek-
ing the adoption of stricter
World Health Organization
(WHO) standards for the per-
missible limits of carcino-
genic chemicals antimony and
DEHP (di(2-ethylhexyl)
phthalate) in packaged drink-
ing water and food packaging.
The court made strong

remarks, calling it an "urban-
ized fear of the rich." The
petition filed in the Supreme
Court challenged the existing
standards that allow certain

levels of chemicals like anti-
mony and DEHP, which can
leach from plastic water bot-
tles and food packaging.A
bench headed by Chief Justice
Surya Kant dismissed the
petition, terming it an "urban-
ized fear of the rich."Remove
adsRead the news onlyWatch
this video tooWhat was the
petitioner's claim?The peti-
tioner claimed that Indian
standards are lax compared to
WHO standards.

'Urban phobia towards the rich': Supreme Court

Shivraj expressed his pain over the

uproar and paper-throwing incidentThe 'Romeo' helicopter
will now destroy

Pakistani and Chinese
submarines at sea

New Delhi

It has now become easier
for India to detect and neu-
tralize Pakistani and
Chinese submarines at sea,
as the Navy commissioned
the second squadron of
MH-60R 'Romeo' helicop-
ters at INS Hansa in Goa on
Wednesday. The commis-
sioning of INAS 335, in the
presence of Navy Chief
Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi,
is part of the Indian Navy's
continuous efforts to mod-
ernize and enhance its mar-
itime capabilities. This will
further strengthen India's
maritime combat capabili-
ties in the Indo-Pacific
region. Navy Chief Admiral
Tripathi commissioned the
second squadron of the
American MH-60R
Seahawk multi-role heli-
copters at INS Hansa in
Goa. This squadron will be
known as INAS 335, while
the first squadron, commis-
sioned in March last year,
was formally inducted into
the air fleet as INAS 334.
These advanced helicopters,
part of the second 'Romeo'
squadron, are capable of
anti-submarine warfare,
missile attacks, and surveil-
lance. The multi-role
American maritime helicop-
ter MH-60R is designed for
anti-submarine warfare,
anti-surface warfare, search
and rescue, and medical
evacuation.According to the
Ministry of Defence, the
commissioning of the sec-
ond squadron of MH-60R
helicopters.

NEW DELHI:
Cautioning high
courts, and itself,
against routinely
ordering CBI
probes, Supreme
Court on Thursday
said courts should
invoke their power
to direct an inquiry
by the central
agency as a last
resort in an excep-
tional situation.
A bench of justices J
K Maheshwari and
Vijay Bishnoi set
aside Allahabad
high court’s order
directing a CBI
probe into alleged
irregularities in the
recruitment process
for UP legislative
council staff, saying
the order was passed
by HC on the basis
of some doubt and
assumptions. The
bench also referred
the matter back to
the high court for a
rehearing.

Ordering CBI
probe should be
the last resort,
not routine: SC

The 'VB-G-Ram-G' bill was

passed by the Lok Sabha

Chief Justice expressed concern over the retirement of judges

The railways have found a formula to control

passenger crowds, and it will now be implement

Fugitive Choksi suffers major setback in Belgian court

The court took a strict stance in the stray dog ??case,

telling the petitioner, "We will play the video and ask you''

98% of Indian exports will be possible without any tariffs; the India-Oman relationship is 70 years old

A seabird equipped with a Chinese GPS

device was found in a sensitive naval area
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Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Minister of State

(Independent Charge) for Vocational Education, Skill

Development and Entrepreneurship Kapil Dev

Aggarwal paid a courtesy call to the newly appointed

National Executive President of the party Nitin

Nabin, at the BJP Central Office in New Delhi. He

extended his heartfelt congratulations and best wish-

es to the party on this important organizational

responsibility. Minister Kapil Dev Agarwal stated

that organizational strength is the BJP greatest

strength and this leadership change will inject new

energy into the organization.During the meeting,

National Executive President Nitin Nabin and

Minister Kapil Dev Agarwal held a meaningful and

positive dialogue on the organization current activi-

ties, future plans and further strengthening the party

at the grassroots level. The meeting focused on orga-

nizational expansion, worker training, strengthening

public relations and effectively disseminating the

government welfare schemes to the public.On this

occasion, Minister Kapil Dev Agarwal while praising

the organizational experience and leadership ability

of Nitin Navin, expressed confidence that under his

able guidance, the Bharatiya Janata Party will

become more organizationally strong and will

achieve new heights with the resolve of service, good

governance and development.

Mantri Kapil Dev Aggarwal

Pays Courtesy Call to the

Newly Appointed National

Executive President of the BJP

Prayagraj: Under the
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment's highly important
mission, the Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan, and as
part of the plan to provide
students of government
secondary schools with
exposure to higher educa-
tional, technical, and man-
agement institutions and
universities, 100 students
from Government Girls
Inter College, Bihar,
Pratapgarh, led by
Principal Manisha Rawat,
conducted an educational
visit to Uttar Pradesh
Rajarshi Tandon Open
University on Thursday.
??During the visit, they
gained a detailed under-
standing of the open uni-
versity's educational sys-
tem. The educational visit
was coordinated by
Professor Devesh Ranjan
Tripathi. First, all the stu-
dents were divided into
five groups. Each group
was led and guided by
Assistant Professors Dr.
Neeta Mishra, Dr. Safina
Samavi, Dr. Deepshikha
Srivastava, Dr. Kamna
Yadav, Dr. Suman Singh,
Dr. Sushma Singh, and
Soumya Tiwari from the
university. From the gov-

ernment school, teachers
Aparna Tripathi, Nisha
Pandey, Mrs. Avantika,
and Renu Singh provided
their support and guidance
to each group.Upon arrival
at the university, the
groups were welcomed by
Professor Devesh, who
provided them with neces-
sary instructions regarding
the visit. Registrar Colonel
Vinay Kumar apprised the
students about the univer-
sity's activities. During the
educational visit, everyone
received special informa-
tion about the Media Cell,
Admission Section, Self-
Study Material Cell,
Examination Department,
etc., located in the univer-
sity's Ganga campus. In
this campus, they under-
stood the various activities
of the Vice-Chancellor's
office, Registrar's office,
Finance Officer's office,
and Controller of
Examinations office. In

the second phase of the
visit, the groups went to
the faculties located in the
Saraswati campus, where
the concerned directors
and teachers provided
detailed information about
various programs and
courses. Director of the
Internal Quality Assurance
Cell, Professor Ashutosh
Gupta, informed the teach-
ers in the visiting group
about the various qualita-
tive aspects of open edu-
cation and encouraged
them to connect with the
open university for their
career advancement. In the
third phase of the visit, the
students and teachers visit-
ed the university library,
satisfied their curiosity
about various books, and
expressed their desire to
use the library in the
future. Finally, the visiting
group gathered in the Atal
Auditorium at the
Saraswati campus.

District Agriculture
Officer Manveer
Singh has urged farm-
ers across the district
to use fertilizers in
balanced quantities
according to crop
requirements and to
avoid storing them
unnecessarily. He
emphasized that prop-
er fertilizer manage-
ment not only increas-
es crop yield but also
helps maintain soil
fertility. The District
Agriculture Officer
provided recommend-
ed fertilizer doses for
various crops: for
potatoes – NPK
170:80:100 kg per
hectare: wheat –
150:60:40: mustard –
120:60:60: barley –
30:30:20: chickpeas
and lentils– 20:60:20:
and tobacco–
150:40:230 kg per
hectare. Similarly,
crops such as peas,
cauliflower, cabbage,
tomato, carrot, radish,
garlic and onion
should receive urea,
DAP and muriate of

potash in prescribed
quantities. He
informed that under
the Rabi campaign,
top-dressing is cur-
rently being carried
out for potato, mus-
tard, tobacco and
wheat crops. All
wholesale and retail
fertilizer dealers, as
well as cooperative
society secretaries in
the district, have been
instructed to sell qual-
ity fertilizers at the
prescribed rates based
on POS machine veri-
fication using farmers
land records or kha-
touni and 100%
Aadhaar verification.
Sales to farmers from
other districts have
been prohibited. The
officer also clarified
that private and coop-

erative fertilizer out-
lets in the district are
being regularly moni-
tored. Any dealer
found selling fertiliz-
ers above the pre-
scribed rates will face
strict action under the
Fertilizer Control
Order, 1985 and the
Essential
Commodities Act,
1955.Currently, the
district has 18,460
metric tons of urea,
13,991.85 metric tons
of DAP, 5,715.60
metric tons of NPK,
8,539.80 metric tons
of MOP and 1,070.75
metric tons of SSP
available for distribu-
tion. Continuous sup-
ply is being ensured
through racks and
farmers are urged to
purchase fertilizers.

Lucknow

On the instructions of Apna Dal (S) National
President and Union Minister Anupriya Patel, the
party has decided to
review its organiza-
tion at the Mandal
level in Uttar
Pradesh. Attendance
at these meetings is
mandatory for cur-
rent and former dis-
trict presidents,
regional presidents
and all national and state officials residing in the
respective Mandal.At the meetings the party
National Vice President and Uttar Pradesh
Cabinet Minister Ashish Patel will directly com-
municate with all officials. The main objectives of
the meeting: To assess the state of the party organ-
ization in all Assembly constituencies of Uttar
Pradesh.To review the work of Assembly
Presidents, Zone Presidents, Sector Presidents
and Booth Presidents.To formulate strategies to
activate and strengthen the organization where it
is weak or inactive.To ensure strong participation
of the party in the three-tier Panchayat elections to
be held in 2026 and to prepare officials for the
victory of candidates.First Phase Schedule
(December 21-24, 2025):December 21:
Azamgarh and Basti DivisionDecember 22:
Lucknow and Varanasi DivisionDecember 23:
Ayodhya and Devipatan DivisionDecember 24:
Kanpur and Chitrakoot DivisionThis information
was provided by the party state spokesperson,
Rajesh Srivastava. These meetings are expected
to strengthen the party grassroots , especially in
view of the upcoming Panchayat elections.

Lucknow

Sarojini Nagar MLA and senior BJP
leader Dr. Rajeshwar Singh, through a
series of messages on the social media
platform X, raised serious questions
over the political credibility, moral
courage and public accountability of
the Congress and the Samajwadi Party.
He stated that parties which, while in
power, were associated with policy-
driven corruption, administrative fail-
ures and environmental degradation
have no moral authority today to lec-
ture the nation on ethics, the
Constitution or good governance.
Recalling Congress’s Scams
Referring to the Congress tenure, Dr.
Rajeshwar Singh pointed out that the
2G spectrum allocation, cancellation of
coal block allocations, the
Commonwealth Games scam, the
AgustaWestland helicopter deal, the
Adarsh Housing case, the INX Media
matter and cash-for-votes inside
Parliament are not political allegations.
These are part of CAG reports,

Supreme Court judgments and the pub-
lic record of constitutional institutions.
He asserted that political memory can-
not be selective and that the nation
runs not on amnesia, but on accounta-
bility.
SP Rule: Weak Governance and
Political Patronage for Corruption
Continuing his critique, Dr. Rajeshwar
Singh questioned the state of environ-
mental governance during the
Samajwadi Party rule in Uttar Pradesh.
He said that illegal sand mining, tam-
pering with river floodplains, untreated
sewage and industrial waste being dis-
charged into rivers such as the Ganga,
Gomti, Yamuna and Hindon, large-

scale tree felling and weak action
against polluters were not coinci-
dences. They were outcomes of policy
neglect and a politics of protection.He
emphasized that environmental dam-
age was not accidental but the product
of weak governance and political
patronage. Parties that shielded corrup-
tion and environmental destruction, he
said, must introspect before preaching
morality to the nation.
Opposition Silence on Terror
Attacks Is Inhuman
In his messages, Dr. Rajeshwar Singh
also strongly reacted to the silence of
Congress and Samajwadi Party leader-
ship on the terror attack at Bondi
Beach in Sydney, Australia. He asked
why their sensitivities fell silent when
15 innocent people were killed and
dozens injured during an attack around
the Hanukkah celebrations. Terrorism,
he said, must be condemned immedi-
ately, unconditionally and universally,
not based on religion, geography or
vote-bank calculations. Dr. Singh stat-
ed unequivocally that this silence

reflects not sensitivity but selective
conscience, vote-bank politics and
moral bankruptcy. When victims do
not fit political equations, empathy dis-
appears—and this opportunistic poli-
tics weakens national unity and moral
leadership.
ilence Against Sanatan Culture Is a
Political Stand 
Speaking on Sanatan Dharma and
India civilizational identity, Dr.
Rajeshwar Singh asked when Rahul
Gandhi or Akhilesh Yadav clearly
acknowledged Sanatan Dharma as the
they unequivocally, by name, condemn
attacks on Hindu temples, the erosion
of temple culture or the open propaga-
tion of religious extremism? He said
that temple visits and rituals may be
matters of personal faith, but silence on
Sanatan, temple culture and Hindu
institutions is a political stand.When
power becomes supreme, morality is
rebranded as “balance,” clarity is
labelled “polarization,” and silence is
marketed as “mature politics”- and this
is where public trust erodes.

Lucknow

The Yogi government is
preparing to give a his-
toric gift to the youth of
Uttar Pradesh in 2026.
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, in a recent
high-level meeting, direct-
ed officials to provide
department wise details of
vacant posts so that
recruitment could be
expedited.After reviewing
the vacancies, CM Yogi
has approved the recruit-
ment of 1.5 lakh govern-
ment jobs across various
departments next year.
The largest share of
appointments will be in
the Police and Education
departments with 50,000
posts each followed by
20,000 posts in the

Revenue department.
Additional recruitments
will also take place in
Housing Development,
Health, Child
Development, Nutrition
and Prisons. With this, the
Yogi government is set to
create a record by provid-
ing the highest number of
government jobs in a sin-
gle year. 

More important-
ly, by 2026 the govern-
ment will achieve the
milestone of 10 lakh gov-
ernment jobs in 10 years,
becoming the first in the
state history to do so.So
far, the Yogi government
has already provided over
8.5 lakh jobs in the last
8.5 years, all through a
transparent and fair
process. This has signifi-

cantly boosted the confi-
dence of the state youth in
the recruitment system,
which earlier lacked trans-
parency under previous
governments.According to
official sources, the Police
department will recruit
30,000 constables, 5000
sub inspectors and 15,000
personnel in other cate-
gories. The Education
department will fill
around 50,000 posts rang-
ing from assistant teachers
to lecturers and principals.
The Revenue department
will recruit 20,000 per-
sonnel, primarily for the
post of Lekhpal.
Recruitment advertise-
ments are in the final
stages of preparation and
processes have already
begun in departments. 

Prayagraj

A young man was shot
dead in Prayagraj. The
young man was sitting
with his friends in the
Rajapur Kachhar area
when an argument broke
out. During the alterca-
tion, a bullet was fired,
hitting the young man's
temple. He was immedi-
ately taken to the hospi-
tal, where doctors
declared him dead.
Police took possession
of the body and sent it
for a postmortem. The
incident occurred in
Rajapur Kachhar, locat-
ed in the Cantonment
police station area.
Akash Soni, alias Golu
(26), a resident of
Rajapur Kachhar, drives
an auto-rickshaw. His
brother runs a vegetable
and coconut stall near
the AG's office. He has
two brothers and a sister.
They are originally from
Phulpur and lived in a
rented room in the Om
Nagar neighborhood of
Rajapur.He was sitting
with his friends in
Rajapur Kachhar at 9 pm
tonight when an argu-
ment broke out, leading
to the shooting. A bullet
struck Akash in the tem-
ple, causing him to fall
on the spot.
The sound of the gun-

shot caused panic
Upon hearing the gun-
shot, people sitting at a
distance informed the
police about the inci-
dent. Police from the
Cantonment Police
Station arrived at the
scene immediately.
Police recovered a pistol
and a shell casing from
the scene.The sound of
the gunshot caused
panicUpon hearing the
gunshot, people sitting at
a distance informed the
police about the inci-
dent. Police from the
Cantonment Police
Station arrived at the
scene immediately.
Police recovered a pistol
and a shell casing from
the scene.
Declared dead at the
hospital
Akash was immediately
taken to the hospital,
where doctors declared
him dead. Police took
possession of the body
and sent it for a post-
mortem. Suspicion of

murder following a dis-
pute
The motive behind the
murder is currently
unclear. Police say that
preliminary investiga-
tions have revealed that
Akash had a dispute
with the people he was
sitting with, and the inci-
dent occurred during
that time.Panic has
spread in the Rajapur
Kachhar area following
the incident. Police are
examining CCTV
footage from the sur-
rounding areas and
claim they will soon
uncover the full details
of the case.DCP City
Manish Kumar
Shandilya stated that
family members are
being questioned and
efforts are underway to
identify those present at
the scene at the time of
the incident. A case will
be registered and further
legal action will be taken
after a formal complaint
is received.?

Lucknow

Uttar Pradesh Power
Transmission
Corporation Limited
organized a one-day
workshop on transmis-
sion system moderniza-
tion at the Indira Gandhi
Pratishthan, Lucknow.
Urban Development and
Energy Minister A.K
Sharma participated as
the chief guest. The
workshop aimed to make
the state vast and com-
plex transmission net-
work more efficient,
effective and result-ori-
ented. In his address,
Energy Minister A.K
Sharma stated that Uttar
Pradesh Power
Transmission
Corporation Limited is
today one of the country
most prominent and reli-
able transmission utili-
ties. He stated that Uttar
Pradesh has consistently
been the state with the
highest peak load in the
country for several years
and the recent successful
handling of a peak power
demand of 31,486 MW
is a testament to the state
strong transmission net-
work, sound planning
and technical expertise.
Minister Sharma said
that Uttar Pradesh, once
known as a sick state, is
now making steady
progress in every field
under the guidance of

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the leadership
of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath. The power
sector has undergone his-
toric changes at all three
levels: generation, trans-
mission and distribution.
In the past few years,
electricity has been pro-
vided to nearly 150,000
villages and settlements
that previously lacked
electricity. He further
stated that the country is
rapidly progressing in
the field of green energy
and solar power. Solar
energy capacity has
reached approximately
130 gigawatts, with Uttar
Pradesh playing a signif-
icant role. Uttar Pradesh
ranks second in the
country in the develop-
ment of green energy
corridors. The transmis-
sion system plays a cru-
cial role in the roadmap
outlined by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
to achieve net zero by
2070.The Energy
Minister discussed both

achievements and chal-
lenges in detail. He stat-
ed that despite signifi-
cant progress, there is
still considerable room
for improvement. This
workshop should seri-
ously deliberate on tech-
nological solutions, the
use of modern equip-
ment and safe practices
to completely prevent
electrical accidents.
Furthermore, special
attention needs to be
paid to cyber data chal-
lenges, cybersecurity and
making transmission sys-
tems more secure and
robust for the future. At
the event, Minister of
State for Energy
Somendra Tomar,
Additional Chief
Secretary for Energy
Narendra Bhushan and
Chairman Ashish Goyal
also emphasized the
need to make the power
transmission system
more robust, modern and
reliable. They stated that
such workshops play a
vital role in preparing
officials and technical
experts for future chal-
lenges.In attendance
were MD Mayur
Maheshwari and Pankaj
Kumar, along with senior
officials from the
Electricity Department,
Superintending
Engineers and Executive
Engineers from across
the state. 

CM Yogi reviews vacant posts

department wise in high level meeting

Apna Dal (S) Party Mandal-wise
Organizational Review Meetings

GGIC Students Conduct Educational

Visit to Open University

Workshop organized on transmission
system modernization

A young man was shot dead in the

temple. The incident occurred

after a dispute with friends

Legacy of Scams, Silence on Terror, This Is the Dark

Truth of Congress–SP: Dr. Rajeshwar Singh

Balanced Fertilizer Use Can Boost

Crop Yield, Avoid Unnecessary

Storage: District Agriculture Officer
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Ghazipur. An important review meeting was held in
the Mohammadabad Tehsil auditorium of the district
to finalize the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) cam-
paign in the block development area. The meeting
was chaired by Sub-Divisional Magistrate Dr.
Harshita Tiwari. During the meeting, the verification
process was completed by the concerned BLOs
(Booth Level Officers) by cross-referencing the fami-
ly registers of ration shop owners, Panchayat secre-
taries, and other available records. All Booth Level
Officers (BLOs), village secretaries, teachers, ration
shop owners, and officers from concerned depart-
ments were present. A detailed review of the work
completed so far was conducted, and clear instruc-
tions were given to complete the remaining work
within the stipulated timeframe.Sub-Divisional
Magistrate Dr. Tiwari said that the process of certify-
ing and finalizing all records related to SIR is being
expedited so that the voter list can be prepared in an
error-free, updated, and reliable manner. She appealed
to the officers to work in coordination with each other
and to honestly discharge their responsibilities.
Tehsildar Mahendra Bahadur, Naib Tehsildar Vipin
Kumar, Block Development Officer Yashwant K.
Rao, ADO (ISB) Sanjay Kumar Singh, Food
Inspector Praveen Kumar, and ADO (Panchayat)
Ashok Kumar were also present at the meeting.
Sector-wise duties were assigned to Panchayat secre-
taries, teachers, and other officers to ensure that the
work is conducted in an organized and smooth man-
ner. At the end of the meeting, emphasis was placed
on ensuring that the SIR process is completed in a
completely transparent, impartial, and time-bound
manner so that the names of all eligible voters in rural
areas can be included in the voter list.

Important Review Meeting

Held in Tehsil Auditorium to

Finalize SIR Work

Akhand Bharat
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Ghazipur. The Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) inspected the
SIR camp in Sherpur
village under the
Bhanwarkol block of
the district.Under the
intensive voter revi-
sion campaign, in
Sherpur, the largest
Gram Panchayat of
the area, the SDM
verified the four cate-
gories of voters –
Absent, Shifted,
Double, and Deceased
(ASDD) – by ques-
tioning each BLO
(Booth Level Officer)
at the camp organized
at UPS Sherpur Kala,
as per government
instructions. He also
interacted with the
ration shop owner,
Panchayat Secretary,
and booth-level agents
of political parties
present there. He
explained the impor-
tance of the process to

everyone and instruct-
ed them to cooperate
and complete it imme-
diately.
He instructed the
AERO (Assistant
Electoral Registration
Officer) of the area,
Block Development
Officer Mahendra
Prasad, to complete
the SIR work in
Sherpur by this
evening.On this occa-
sion, all the BLOs of
Sherpur, Supervisor
Sudarshan Kumar,
Secretary and ADO

Panchayat Suryabhan
Rai Prasad, party
BLOs Damodar Rai,
Omprakash Rai,
Ashok Rai,
Shyamanrai Yadav,
Neeraj Kumar Rai,
Manjeet Yadav, ration
shop owners Tungnath
Rai, Paras Rai,
Shashikant Yadav,
Omprakash Rai
Munna, Kesari Kumar
Rai, Headmaster, and
hundreds of other
officers, employees,
and public representa-
tives were present. 
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Prayagraj: The cold
wave continues to
intensify. On
Thursday, the sun
remained hidden
throughout the day.
Cold winds blowing
from the northwest
increased the humidity
in the atmosphere,
causing a blanket of
fog to cover the entire
city. According to
meteorologists, when
westerly winds
become active in the
plains, a sudden drop
in temperature is
observed, and this is
the situation currently
prevailing in
Prayagraj. The sun
remained invisible all
day. Dense fog pre-
vailed from morning
till afternoon.
Visibility was extreme-
ly low on roads,
streets, bridges, and
open fields. In many
areas, visibility was
recorded at less than
50 meters, causing

great difficulties for
drivers.People shiv-
ered, bonfires provided
reliefThis double blow
of cold and fog severe-
ly affected daily life.
People going to work
in the early morning,
rickshaw pullers, street
vendors, laborers, and
students were seen
shivering in the cold.
In many parts of the
city, people were seen
trying to ward off the
cold by lighting bon-
fires. However, due to
the lack of bonfires in
many places, the poor
and needy sections of
society faced greater
hardship.
Impact on schools,
offices, and
marketsThe cold and
fog also affected atten-
dance at schools and

offices. Children going
to school in the morn-
ing faced extreme
cold. Many parents
sent their children to
school wearing extra
warm clothes.
Similarly, the move-
ment of employees in
offices started late.
Markets remained
deserted in the morn-
ing and only regained
some activity after
noon.Road traffic was
also affected due to the
dense fog.Drivers had
to drive slowly on
highways and major
roads. In many places,
drivers used headlights
and fog lights.
Railway and bus serv-
ices were also affected
by the fog, causing
some trains and buses
to run late. 
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Prayagraj:  Due to the severe cold, school timings have been
changed. This order was issued on Thursday evening by District
Basic Education Officer Anil Kumar and District Inspector of
Schools P.N. Singh. The order applies to classes from nursery to
12th grade and will remain in effect until further notice. DIOS
P.N. Singh stated that this decision was taken under the direction
of the District Magistrate, considering the prevailing cold weath-
er. The BSA informed that all schools, including government pri-
mary and upper primary schools, as well as CBSE and ICSE
schools, will now operate from 10 AM to 3 PM.  School adminis-
trators and principals have been instructed by the authorities to
strictly implement this change starting Friday. 

ACP Chandrapal Singh transferred:

Emotional farewell from the office

Akhand Bharat Sandesh
Tharwai / ACP Chandrapal Singh served as the ACP of Tharwai
for approximately two years.
He assumed charge on
February 5, 2024, and his
tenure lasted a total of 22
months until December 17,
2025. During this time, he
remained active in his duties
and strived to resolve every
case promptly. He listened
attentively to the problems of
complainants and took
immediate action on any
incident in the area, working to ensure justice for the victims.
There was an emotional atmosphere in the area upon ACP
Chandrapal Singh's transfer. He also played a crucial role in the
grand fair held at Pandeshwar Nath Dham in Padila, similar to the
scale of the Mahakumbh Mela, where he performed his duties
admirably. He was originally from Bulandshahr district and had
also served in the PAC (Provincial Armed Constabulary). Due to
his dedication and vigilance, he rose from the rank of constable to
Assistant Commissioner of Police, and he performed his duties
with distinction. His work was widely appreciated in the area.
Assistant Commissioner of Police Chandrapal Singh has now
been transferred to a VIP security assignment. Following his
transfer, there was much discussion in the area about his atten-
tiveness to every case, his willingness to listen to complainants'
problems in detail, and his respectful treatment of everyone. He
received a grand farewell from the office, and everyone honored
him with bouquets and garlands.
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Ghazipur. A one-day
farmers' workshop was
organized at the local
block development com-
plex in Mohammadabad,
Ghazipur district, with the
aim of providing farmers
with maximum benefits
from government schemes
and connecting them with
modern agricultural tech-
niques. This program was
conducted under the
strengthening of the agri-
cultural information sys-
tem and the farmer aware-
ness campaign, focusing
on Rabi crops and the
National Mission on
Agricultural Extension.
The event was organized
by the Agriculture

Department. In the work-
shop, farmers were given
detailed information about
the mandatory nature of
farmer registration and the
process of quickly availing
benefits of schemes
through it. 

Officials laid special

emphasis on ensuring the
digital identification of
farmers' records. The
assistance amount, eligibil-
ity, and application process
under the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi
Yojana were also
explained in simple lan-

guage. During the pro-
gram, useful information
related to improved seeds,
pesticides and agricultural
medicines, modern agri-
cultural implements,
Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPOs), and
the Soil Health Card
scheme was also shared.
The large number of farm-
ers from rural areas who
attended, despite the cold
weather, underscored the
success of the workshop.
Various stalls related to
agriculture were set up in
the complex, where farm-
ers received information
directly from experts.The
workshop was presided
over by Pyare Mohan
Singh Yadav, while Dr.
Bhaskar Dubey conducted

the proceedings. BJP
Mohammadabad President
Alok Sharma was present
as the chief guest. Besides
them, Block Development
Officer Yashwant Rao,
ADO (Panchayat) Ashok
Kumar, Land
Conservation Officer and
Nodal Officer Jeet Lal
Gupta, Satish Chandra
Rai, and several other offi-
cers and employees were
also present at the pro-
gram. On the concluding
occasion, the chairman
expressed gratitude to all
the guests, officers, and
farmers and urged the
farmers to make their
farming more advanced
and profitable by taking
advantage of government
schemes.?

Tharwai

Arun Parashar, a dynamic
officer from Agra district, has
taken charge as the Assistant
Commissioner of Police,
Tharwai Police
Commissionerate, Prayagraj.
Upon assuming charge, he
gathered information about
the areas falling under the
police stations of his circle.
During this time, he stated
that this is his first assignment
in the police department as
ACP Tharwai. As the
Assistant Commissioner of
Police, Tharwai, Arun
Parashar will fulfill his duties
responsibly and will take strict
action against anyone who
creates any kind of disorder in
the area. He will ensure the
quick resolution of problems
faced by complainants, and
will crack down on crime and
criminals. No laxity in work
will be tolerated. Strict action
will be taken against those

involved in incidents of rob-
bery, snatching, theft, etc.  He
will also expedite the resolu-
tion of public grievances.
Arun Parashar is originally
from Agra district and previ-
ously served as a Medical
Officer in the Indian Army for
11 years. 
After that, he was selected as
a PCS officer in the 2023
batch of the Uttar Pradesh
Police Department. He has
now taken charge as the
Assistant Commissioner of
Police, Tharwai, and has
familiarized himself with the
problems of the area, paying

special attention to sensitive
areas. He stated that action
will be taken against anyone
who disrupts peace and order
in the area, and criminals will
be dealt with strictly. His
father was also involved in
education, and his wife is a
computer engineer. It is evi-
dent that the entire family is
highly educated, and each son
and daughter has achieved a
good position through hard
work and dedication. The
newly appointed ACP Arun
Parashar has been a top per-
former in academics, studying
science in high school and
intermediate, and also pursu-
ing an MBBS degree. He
served as a Medical Officer in
the Indian Army for eleven
years. His dream is to perform
his duties diligently and
responsibly and to ensure that
justice prevails in every case
of injustice. No matter what
the crime, it will not be toler-
ated, and action will be taken.

As the cold intensifies, school 

timings changed in Prayagraj

Farmers Receive Benefits of Schemes, Special Guidance on Rabi

Crops, Successful Organization of a One-Day Farmers' Workshop

SDM conducts surprise inspection of

Sherpur SIR camp in Bhanwarkol

block, orders completion of work today

Dumper Truck

Drags Biker for

One Kilometer,

Intestines Exposed
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Prayagraj: A speeding
dumper truck crushed
two bikers on the Shastri
Bridge, killing both on
the spot. After the acci-
dent, one body became
trapped in the truck. The
truck driver then dragged
the body for about a kilo-
meter. When people tried
to stop him, the driver
crashed the dumper into

the divider and fled the
scene. This tragic acci-
dent occurred around
10:30 PM on Thursday
night. The two bikers
were coming from
Prayagraj towards Jhansi
when the accident hap-
pened. They had crossed
more than half of the
Shastri Bridge and were
approaching Jhansi when
a speeding dumper truck
hit them from behind.
The person riding pillion
fell off, and then both
were run over by the
dumper. The bike and
one of the riders became
trapped under the truck.
The dumper dragged the

biker for about a kilome-
ter at full speed, causing
the victim's intestines to
be exposed.

The bike under
the dumper was com-
pletely destroyed. When
people saw the person

trapped under the
dumper, they tried to
stop it.

The driver

crashed the dumper into
the divider and
escaped.According to the
police, the truck/dumper
(number UP 70 GT
8444), which was going
from Daraganj towards
Andawa, suddenly hit
two people riding a two-
wheeler (UP 70 BS
4494). One of the victims
was identified as Vishal
Mishra, a resident of
Mori Daraganj, approxi-
mately 34 years old; the
other person remains
unidentified. Both died
on the spot. The bodies
were sent to the SRN
mortuary, and the truck
was seized.

Speeding Dumper Truck Crushes Two Bikers on Shastri

Bridge; One Body Trapped in Truck After Accident

People shivered in their homes, the

sun remained hidden all day

New ACP Takes Charge as Assistant

Commissioner of Police, Tharwai

This program was conducted under the strengthening of the agricultural information
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History has rarely been away
from the headlines over the
last few weeks, whether
through the rewriting of
NCERT textbooks or PM
Modi’s tribute to the Chola
dynasty of medieval South
India. The coming month will
see the millennial celebrations
of the 11th-century Chola
emperor Rajendra I, specifical-
ly of his conquests in
Southeast Asia. There is a loud
chorus, at least on social
media, that the Cholas—and
South India in general—
haven’t gotten their due in the
national historical imagina-
tion. But there’s more going

on than meets the eye. The
fact is that celebrating the con-
quests of the Cholas misses
the woods for the trees.
Rather than encourage a
deeper understanding of
regional histories, we are
instead forcing a remarkable
medieval society into today’s
culture wars. To understand
the recent political bonanza
about the Cholas, first we
need to understand what
they’ve left behind—and the
many ways in which we’ve
understood this over the
decades. Most of what we
know about the Cholas derives
from donative inscriptions

that adorn the walls of
medieval Tamil temples.
Interestingly, most Chola-peri-
od donative inscriptions were
not commissioned by the
Chola court, but a broad, shift-
ing spectrum of Tamil-speak-
ing society. 

Through these inscriptions,
we can see broad social
trends. As historians Noboru
Karashima, Y Subbarayalu, and
James Heitzman have shown,
most temple affairs—and, by
extension, village affairs—
depended on local collectives,
rather than royal officials.
These might be collectives of
Vellala cultivator families, or

Brahmin landlords, or mer-
chants. These collectives, as
we’ll see soon, were not mute
recipients of royal command-
ments. Temple donors were
fairly diverse in the early 10th
century (when the Chola
dynasty was rising), some-
times including shepherds and
washer-people. Over time,
temple activities were steadily
taken over by men of elite
martial or landed back-
grounds, often linked to the
Chola court. These families
were progenitors of some
dominant castes in Tamil Nadu
today. Inscriptions also show
growing discrimination.

KKavitha, daughter of former Telangana chief
minister K Chandrasekhar Rao, is hurting. She
began her 72-hour hunger strike Monday,
demanding 42 per cent reservation for back-
ward classes in jobs, educational institutions
and local bodies. Her party, the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi, is staying away from it.  While she is
being trolled and ridiculed by political rivals as
also party colleagues, nobody has come to her
defense. Even her brother and the party’s
working president, KT Rama Rao, hasn’t said a
word. To make matters worse, she was
dropped as honorary president of the
Telangana Boggu Ghani Karmika Sangham
(TBGKS), a BRS-affiliated trade union. Kavitha, a
BRS legislator, has accused “party insiders” of
encouraging those attacking her and also ques-
tioned the silence of BRS “brothers”.  So, what’s
happening in the BRS’ ‘first family’? In August
last year when she came out of Tihar jail on bail
in the alleged liquor scam, her family was wait-
ing for her outside. With tears in her eyes, she
kissed her brother KT Rama Rao’s hand. A year
later, she is looking isolated and abandoned by
the family.  The controversy surrounding her
‘letter bomb’ refuses to die down. Not because
her father is upset about the letter, in which
she expressed disagreement with his way of
functioning, but because of how her party has
reacted — by virtually abandoning her. Party
insiders tell me that while the father did call
the daughter “three or four times”, the brother
has cut off all communication with her.  These
developments are being interpreted in political
circles as a full-blown succession war between
Kavitha and KTR, with cousin Harish Rao keep-
ing his ambitions in abeyance and pledging alle-
giance to KTR.  But it’s not as simple as that.
Party insiders close to the BRS first family tell
me that the man behind Kavitha’s current woes
is not her brother. The one who triggered this
storm is someone party circles are calling the
‘VK Pandian of Telangana’ — a reference to the
former IAS officer in Odisha whose “control”
over ex-CM Naveen Patnaik alienated Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) leaders and eventually led to
Patnaik’s fall from power.  In the case of the
BRS’ family feud, it’s not an ex-IAS officer. It’s a
close relative and KCR’s trusted confidant who,
insiders say, has gained ‘control’ over the for-
mer CM. And it’s this person that Kavitha has
taken up the cudgels against. She has been
hurting ever since her letter to KCR was
“leaked” — a letter in which she questioned her
father for being soft on the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) during his speech marking the BRS’
25th anniversary. She said this gave the impres-
sion that the BRS and BJP could work together
in the future. The letter also flagged other con-
cerns about the way her party leadership was
functioning. It was ‘leaked’ while she was in the
US visiting her elder son. Though she had sent
the letter before leaving, many might find it
strange that she chose to write rather than
speak to her father, possibly a sign of a rift. The
fact, however, is that she has been writing
hand-written letters — not emails, which KCR
doesn’t use — for years. The usual practice was
that she would hand over a letter during a
meeting, which he would read and respond to
later. This time, Kavitha sent the letter through
her mother, as she was sick and didn’t want to
risk infecting her elderly father.  But when the
letter surfaced just before her return to India,
she was furious.
She apparently saw a pattern — and a familiar

hand, someone she always suspected of work-
ing against her. Party insiders say she suspects
her cousin Joginapally Santhosh Kumar to be
behind the leak. Santhosh is her mother
Shobha’s sister’s son, who is like KCR’s
“nurse and PA” who stays with
him 24X7, taking care of him —
much like Pandian did with
Patnaik. KCR has given him
untrammelled clout. 

India’s defence relationship
with the US has been matur-
ing over the last decade –
from cautious engagement
to structured partnerships,
driven by shared strategic
interest. What was once a
purely transactional partner-
ship, a buyer/seller relation-
ship involving specific pro-
curement contracts, has now
assumed a pivotal role in the
global geopolitical calculus.
However, this evolving
alliance is under stress, espe-
cially in light of President
Donald Trump’s sudden
imposition of a 25 percent
tariff on Indian exports, with
additional as yet unspecified
‘penalties’ for importing oil
from Russia. Yet even as eco-
nomic ties fray, the depth of
security cooperation, and the
numerous formal agree-
ments that sustain it, offers
India both an opportunity
and a challenge. The key
question is whether India can
deepen its defence coopera-
tion with the US, without
ceding its strategic autonomy
or aligning it with shifting
political agendas. At the
heart of India–US defence
ties lies an architecture of
agreements, joint exercises,
and co-development initia-
tives that extend well beyond
symbolism. The signing of
foundational accords such as
COMCASA (Communications
Compatibility and Security
Agreement), BECA (Basic
Exchange and Cooperation
Agreement), and the
Industrial Security Annex
have facilitated real-time
intelligence sharing, logistical
interoperability, and protect-
ed access to cutting-edge mil-
itary technology. These
treaties, once perceived as

intrusive or incompatible
with India’s traditional non-
alignment posture, are now
actively deployed to bolster
maritime surveillance,
domain awareness, and air
defence capabilities.
Operational collaboration
has also deepened. India’s
acquisition of MQ-9B
Predator drones, MH-60R
multi-role naval helicopters,
and the proposed co-produc-
tion of GE-414 engines for
indigenous fighter jets signal
not just defence modernisa-
tion, but also a convergence
in regional threat assess-
ments, especially vis-à-vis
China’s assertive posture in
the Indo-Pacific. Initiatives
such as INDUS-X and iCET are
moving beyond procurement
to include co-development,
startup incubation, and col-
laborative research in emerg-
ing technologies like Artificial
Intelligence (AI), Quantum
Computing (QC), and
Autonomous Weapons
Systems (AWS). These
engagements point to a long-
term strategic partnership
rather than short-term expe-
diency. However, there is a fly
in the ointment. The July 30
announcement of 25 per
cent US tariffs on Indian
exports, couched vaguely in
terms of India’s ongoing

defence and energy coopera-
tion with Russia, reveals a
recurring dilemma: how sta-
ble and reliable is US strate-
gic posture and uncondition-
al support when tested by
domestic political impera-
tives or ideological shifts like
MAGA? The tariffs, affecting
nearly three-quarters of
India’s exports, suggest that
economic retaliation may be
used as a convenient foreign
policy tool for strategic coer-
cion. That the current pro-
posed tariffs were triggered
not by any rupture in defence
ties, but by dissatisfaction
over India’s continued import
of Russian oil and military
platforms, underscores the
complexity of American relia-
bility. This tension exposes
the somewhat hypocritical
duality of US diplomacy, in
that it seeks convergence on
strategic goals while retain-
ing coercive tools to enforce
alignment. For India, such
moves raise critical questions
and strike at the heart of its
policy of strategic autonomy.
Can the US-India defence
partnership flourish in an
environment where India’s
broader economic or foreign
policy decisions invite puni-
tive countermeasures? Will
access to US platforms and
supply chains be withdrawn

or restricted, especially in
times of conflict, if India con-
tinues to pursue a multi-
pronged foreign policy that
includes countries like Russia
and Iran, which the US views
as enemies?The answer
probably lies in separating
the institutional depth of
security cooperation from
the dynamic volatility arising
out of political posturing.
Unlike trade, which is often
driven by electoral considera-
tions and domestic impera-
tives like MAGA, defence col-
laboration is sustained by
bureaucratic processes, insti-
tutional memory, and mutual
threat recognition. The US
Defence and State
Departments, and India’s
Ministries of Defence and
External Affairs, operate on
longer timelines and are
often shielded, though not
immune, from the ups and
downs arising out of political
turnarounds. For example,
platforms like the Reciprocal
Defence Procurement (RDP),
offset clauses, and co-devel-
opment agreements are
more likely to endure and
evolve, perhaps with some
tweaks, than suffer abrupt
reversals. The 2+2 dialogue
has endured many political
hiccups. The MEA’s state-
ment — “This partnership
has weathered several transi-
tions and challenges” —
reflects the long-term nature
of the relationship. India’s
recent strategic decisions
suggest a pragmatic reading
of this duality. While defence
cooperation with the US has
accelerated, India continues
to diversify its military suppli-
ers, including France (Rafale
jets), Israel (missile defence),
and Russia (S-400 systems).

This hedging reflects India’s
understanding that a strate-
gic partnership does not
mean strategic dependence.
The refusal to proceed with
the proposed F-35 acquisi-
tion, despite its symbolic
value, signals India’s intent to
avoid politically sensitive pur-
chases that may jeopardise
its diplomatic flexibility or
trigger regional escalations.
At the same time, India could
astutely use its defence com-
mitments as a bargaining
tool. By advertising possible
future purchases – from
Predator drones and GE-414
engines to naval platforms –
as strategic inducements,
India has levers to secure tar-
iff concessions, obtain mar-
ket access, and reduce regu-
latory barriers in trade nego-
tiations with the US. The
trade-off is clear. Defence off-
sets, which require US firms
to invest a portion of contract
value in India, can be por-
trayed domestically in the US
as job-creating and strategi-
cally aligned, softening oppo-
sition to trade waivers or pro-
curement reciprocity. Yet this
‘carrot’ strategy can only go
so far. US negotiators remain
dissatisfied with India’s high
tariffs on agriculture, digital
localisation policies, and
resistance to GM crops,
which are seen as barriers to
open trade. Even if India
were to boost its defence
purchases from the US, these
unresolved economic griev-
ances will persist. More criti-
cally, India’s energy and
defence ties with Russia and
its refusal to adhere to US-
driven sanctions create mine-
fields that defence collabora-
tion alone may not be able to
navigate. 

India now faces what can be best
described as the Trump pill — a
bracing dose of transactional
geopolitics and neo-mercantilist tar-
iffs that upend the diplomatic com-
fort of the past decade. With sweep-
ing 25 per cent tariffs targeting
Indian exports, our longstanding
belief in strategic autonomy and
global goodwill is being challenged
by the brutal arithmetic of trade
imbalances and national interests.
This isn’t just a policy shift; it’s a call
to recalibrate how India positions
itself economically and diplomatical-
ly in a world now shaped by profit-
first diplomacy. The newly
announced tariffs by the Trump
administration pose a direct threat
to India’s export competitiveness.
Sectors such as electronics, smart-
phones, automobile parts, and gem-
stones will be hit hardest.
Comparatively, Vietnam faces only
20 per cent tariffs, and economies
like Indonesia enjoy relatively lighter
penalties. While pharmaceutical
products, semiconductors, and criti-
cal rare earths remain exempt for
now, there is a growing uncertainty
about India’s continued access to
these carve-outs, particularly as
Trump intensifies his focus on bilat-
eral trade “wins.” Further com-
pounding this threat is the ambigui-
ty around secondary sanctions tied
to India’s oil imports from Russia. A
punitive surcharge, conveyed
repeatedly but not yet formalised,
could be crippling. As we shall see,
this issue is not merely economic —
it strikes at the heart of India’s
strategic alignment. The stakes for
India are high. Without a trade deal
with the United States, economic
ramifications could be severe.
Capital flows may dry up, leading to
a weakening rupee. Stock markets
are already reflecting investor nerv-
ousness, and early estimates suggest
India’s GDP could suffer a 0.2–0.5
per cent contraction. Unlike Brazil,

which enjoys a trade surplus with
the US, or China, which retains lever-
age through its monopoly over rare
earth elements, India finds itself in a
vulnerable middle. India has little
immediate leverage in trade. Brazil,
for example, will enjoy strategic con-
cessions from Washington, thanks to
the US having a trade surplus with it.
China, with its iron grip over rare
earth supplies, forced the US to
capitulate during past confronta-
tions. Meanwhile, Trump has suc-
ceeded in strong-arming traditional
allies. He finalised a trade agree-
ment with the EU after imposing 25
per cent tariffs on select sectors and
billions of dollars promised in invest-
ment. He has also coaxed Japan into
signing a deal with 15 per cent tariffs
and $550 billion in investments.
Likewise,  he has already finalised a
deal with Indonesia and Vietnam,
both with lesser tariffs than India’s.
With India, however, talks have hit
roadblocks — both economic and
geopolitical. The US’ objections to
India’s protectionism in agriculture
and dairy are longstanding. But the
deeper threat comes from
Washington’s insistence on penalis-
ing Indian oil imports from Russia.
Trump’s sudden support for the
Blumenthal-Graham bill.
, threatening secondary sanctions on
nations buying discounted Russian
crude, marks a shift. Initially dis-
missed due to Trump’s own ambiva-
lence toward Ukraine and open
admiration for Vladimir Putin, the
bill has reemerged as Trump pivots
back toward Europe, leaving India
exposed. India’s rise on the global
stage in the past decade owed much
to its favorable geopolitical moment.
As the Indo-Pacific became the cen-
tre of global strategic focus, India
was cast as a vital counterweight to
China. Western powers embraced
New Delhi’s role, drawn by its demo-
graphic strength, huge market, and
democratic credentials.

Trump tariff forces India to shed illu-

sion. Stop conflating status with power
US President Donald Trump reignited
trade tensions with India on 30 July,
accusing it of imposing “far too high”
tariffs and threatening a 25 per cent
levy starting 1 August. Despite ongo-
ing efforts toward a mini trade deal
and a $500 billion trade target by
2030, Trump’s obsession with trade
reciprocity and a “messianic” zeal to
correct any trade imbalance
overnight with partner countries,
looms large over the relationship. He
also criticised India’s defense and oil
ties with Russia, hinting at potential
penalties. Still, in typical Trump fash-
ion, he later softened his stance, say-
ing India was now willing to reduce
tariffs “very substantially,” adding,
“We’re talking to India now – we’ll
see what happens.” That Trump is
displeased with a number of allies
and partners has almost become a
constant fixture in his second term,
and India does not enjoy any special
privilege. So, there are two ways of
looking at the current spat and the
low point in the India-US partner-
ship. First, there is a broader geopol-

itics reshaping Trump’s almost pret-
zelian foreign policy twists. Second, a
painful road awaits as Washington-
New Delhi negotiations over a mini
trade deal whose terms and condi-
tions will remain uncertain, and even
if agreed upon, will remain largely ad
hoc and piecemeal.  Behind Trump’s
fresh round of rants and wrath aimed
at India lies a broader geopolitical
curve in Trump’s foreign and nation-
al security policy. In Trump’s first as
well second terms, his positive vibe
towards President Vladimir Putin of
Russia, otherwise an eyesore for
America’s western allies, has been
relatively more welcomed in India.
Compared to the Biden presidency,
which was crystal clear on con-
fronting Russia and supporting
Ukraine sans conditions, the Trump
presidency was more forthcoming on
talking to Moscow and more circum-
scribed in its support for Ukraine.
However, of late, amid dwindling
prospects of a peace deal with Putin,
Trump has taken a U-turn in his
approach to the Russia-Ukraine war. 

Geopolitical forces beyond New Delhi’s control

are at play in Trump’s approach to India

Priyanka to Sharmila, Kanimozhi

to Misa—KCR’s daughter Kavitha

is fighting a bigger battle

Do Chola kings represent a culturally united
Hindu India? It’s a modern fantasy

India sees the value of US defence ties, but

MAGA-style tariffs threaten long-term stability
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