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A Grand Jashn-E-Qaim Mehfil was organised at Bahera

Sadat village under Khaga tehsil, where an emotional

tribute was paid to the late renowned Shayar-E-Ahlebait,

Aamir Faizabadi. The programme began with the recita-

tion of the Holy Quran by Maulana Khadim Abbas

Zaidi.The annual Mehfil is organised for Isale-Sawab of

the late Syed Bakhshish Abbas and Hussain Abbas Abdi,

the respected father and family members of journalist

Mohammad Abbas, Block President (Airayan) of the

Cyber Journalist Association (CJA). Every year, eminent

poets from across the country participate in this literary

gathering. This year Mehfil was specially dedicated to

the memory of the late Aamir Faizabadi, a fearless poet

of Ahlebait and a social reformer. A memento was pre-

sented in his honour as a mark of respect and remem-

brance. People from different sections of society paid

glowing tributes, remembering his literary brilliance,

social contributions and unwavering devotion to the val-

ues of Ahlebait (A.S.). Speakers said that Aamir

Faizabadi was not just a poet, but a powerful voice of

love, justice and humanity. His absence has created a

void in the literary and social landscape which will be

deeply felt for years to come. On the occasion,

Mohammad Yasir, President of Bharatiya Hussaini Seva

Sansthan and younger brother of the late poet, expressed

gratitude to the organisers and villagers of Bahera Sadat

for the love and respect shown to his brother. He said

that carrying forward Aamir Faizabadi thoughts and val-

ues would be the true tribute to his legacy. During the

Mehfil, renowned poets including Farhan Banarasi,

Mudassir Jaunpuri, Munawwar Jalalpuri and Shahanshah

Hussain Manjhanpuri presented devotional poetry in

praise of Imam Mehdi. A large number of devotees and

poetry lovers from Fatehpur and neighbouring districts

attended the programme, making it a memorable cultural

evening. The event was also attended by Shahanshah

Abdi.

Assam Pradesh Congress
Committee (APCC) President and
Jorhat Lok Sabha MP Gaurav Gogoi
held a press conference at Rajiv
Bhavan in Guwahati on Monday,
February 9, strongly refuting all the
allegations levelled by Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma. He
termed as "completely baseless and
a political conspiracy", including the
allegations of Pakistan links, Attari
border visit, spying claims on wife
Elizabeth Colburn Gogoi made on
the basis of the SIT report. "These
allegations are a pretext of national
security, made without any evi-
dence. We will expose every lie.
Gogoi termed the CM February 8
press conference as "worse than C-
grade cinema", "super flop".  In this
press conference which lasted for
more than two hours, he took a jibe
at not presenting any concrete evi-
dence despite the presence of the
national media. "The evidence is
very weak, only allegations made. If
there was so much worry, then why
did the last 6 months remain silent?"

asked Gogoi. The SIT mentioned
alleged links with Pakistani national
Ali Tauqeer Sheikh, but the investi-
gation has been stalled without the
help of the central government.
Gogoi referred to Ali Tauqeer work
there when Narendra Modi was the
Chief Minister of Gujarat. Gaurav
Gogoi described his wife's 2011-12
visit to Pakistan as a legitimate
work trip, which was in accordance
with security protocols. "The claim
of not informing the Assam Police is
false. This is profanity," he said.

Terming the Attari border crossing
as sensitive, the CM announced to
hand over it to the Centre, but
Gogoi called it a drama. He said the
BJP was raising the issue of national
security in its electoral frustration.
Gogoi strongly retaliated by ques-
tioning the assets of the CM family.
Referring to the website and pam-
phlet 'Who is Himanta Biswa
Sarma', he said that documents of
12,000 bighas of land with the CM
family are being uploaded by the
Public. He said, "Under pressure

from the growing popularity of the
Congress, the Chief Minister held a
press conference. The CM considers
himself Chanakya," he sarcastically
said. Attacks on former CM Tarun
Gogoi family are 'Politics of
revenge'. The confrontation has
intensified just ahead of the 2026
Assam Assembly elections. Gogoi
called upon the workers to unite.
The controversy erupted when the
CM, citing 44 pages in the SIT
report, claimed that the Gogoi cou-
ple shared intelligence with Tauqeer
Sheikh. The Assam cabinet has
decided to hand over the matter to
the Ministry of Home Affairs.
Gaurav Gogoi also refuted this alle-
gation in today press conference.
Gogoi supported the SIT probe from
the outset, but sought evidence. In
the press conference, Gogoi
appealed to the people of Assam to
believe in the truth. In political cir-
cles, this is being considered as
while the CM has warned of legal
action in yesterday press confer-
ence. Here today,

Mathura 

As per the instruc-
tions of the
Municipal
Commissioner, a total
of 100 major default-
ers across all zones
have been identified.
Final 7-day notices
have been issued to
55 of these major
defaulters and notices
will be issued to the
remaining defaulters
within the next two
days.
Attachment/sealing
Proceedings will be
initiated against
those who fail to
deposit the amount
within the stipulated
period. During today

recovery drive from
major defaulters, a
check of 108,000 was
received from proper-
ty number 230/28,
Chandralok locality,
and a check of
?101,000 was
received from proper-
ty number 276/44,
Gandhi Nagar locali-
ty. 
A review of all

recovery officers and
tax officials is being
conducted in the
evening by the
Additional Municipal
Commissioner.  A
warning has been
issued to employees
Satendra and Sumit
for failing to meet
their recovery tar-
gets, and Tax
Collector Rakesh
Babu reported during
the review that no
recovery had been
made in he last three
days. A recommenda-
tion has been made to
Municipal
Commissioner Jag
Pravesh to withhold
one increment of
Rakesh Babu Salary.

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh 

Kaushambi: A business-
man died under suspi-
cious circumstances after
allegedly consuming a
weight-loss medicine
from an unlicensed
source in Kaushambi dis-
trict, triggering concerns
over the sale of unveri-
fied herbal and ayurvedic
medicines in the
region.The incident
occurred in the Kokhraj
police station area, where
Mukesh Kumar
Chaurasia, a brick kiln
trader and resident of
Saiganj village, reported-
ly visited Bharauli town
near the water tank area
two days ago to consume
a medicine claimed to
help reduce obesity.
According to family
members, the medicine
was administered by a
person posing as a doc-
tor.Soon after consuming
the medicine and tablets,
Chaurasia reportedly
complained of dizziness

and vomiting before col-
lapsing at the spot. He
was rushed to a private
hospital in Bharwari,
where doctors described
his condition as critical
and advised immediate
referral to Prayagraj.
However, Chaurasia died
while being taken to
Prayagraj for further
treatment.Family mem-
bers alleged that a couple
operating from a residen-
tial premises in the
Bharwari water tank
locality has been admin-
istering weight-loss med-
icines to several people,
and that multiple deaths
have occurred after con-
sumption of such drugs
in recent months. 

They further claimed

that the medicines are
sold under the guise of
ayurvedic treatment in
exchange for large sums
of money.Chief Medical
Officer Sanjay Kumar
said the matter was seri-
ous and assured that an
inquiry would be con-
ducted. “Though the
issue pertains to
ayurvedic medicines, we
will coordinate with the
concerned department
and ensure strict action
against those found
guilty,” he said.District
in-charge of the
Government Ayurvedic
and Unani Hospital, Dr
Pritam Singh, also con-
firmed that an investiga-
tion would be carried out.
“If any individual is
found illegally adminis-
tering medicines or
endangering lives, strict
action will be taken,” he
said.Police said they are
awaiting a formal com-
plaint from the family,
after which further legal
proceedings will be initi-
ated.

Businessman dies after consuming

weight-loss medicine in

Kaushambi, probe ordered
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Prayagraj: Police in
Prayagraj arrested two want-
ed persons in connection with
a culpable homicide case reg-
istered at Soraon police sta-
tion, officials said on
Monday.According to police,
the accused — Raju Kumar
(35) and Guddu Lal
Chaudhary (51) — were
arrested near Loosanpur
bridge under the Soraon
police station limits. The duo
was wanted in case number
46/2026 registered under
Section 105 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita.
The incident dates back to
February 7 when a dispute
over money escalated into a

violent altercation in Seveit
village of the Soraon area.
Police said the accused
allegedly assaulted Anil
Kumar during a family dis-
pute. He later succumbed to
his injuries while undergoing
treatment.Following a com-
plaint lodged by the victim’s
family, police registered a
case and launched a search
operation, after which the
accused were
apprehended.Police said fur-
ther legal proceedings are
underway. The arrest was
carried out by a team led by
station house officer Keshav
Verma, along with constables
Arvind Patel, Munish Kumar,
Anuj Vajpayee and Prakash
Singh.

Fatehpur

A review meeting of the
Aspirational
District/Aspirational
Block Programme was
held on Monday at the
Mahatma Gandhi
Auditorium in the
Collectorate under the
chairmanship of District
Magistrate Ravindra
Singh. During the meet-
ing, the progress of vari-
ous schemes being imple-
mented by different
departments was
reviewed.During the
review, the District
Magistrate directed that
an explanation be sought
from the CDPO of
Hathgaon Block for not
being aware of the depart-
mental report. The DM
reviewed the updated sta-
tus of schemes related to
the 49 key indicators
identified by NITI Aayog
for Aspirational
District/Aspirational
Block Hathgaon, covering
sectors such as health and
nutrition, education, agri-
culture, water resources,
financial inclusion, skill
development and basic
infrastructure. The District
Magistrate instructed that
timely registration of
pregnant women should
be ensured and all pre-
scribed examinations (four
ANC check-ups) should

be conducted on time. He
also emphasized regular
vaccination and nutrition
facilities for pregnant
women and children.
Directions were given to
the Tuberculosis Officer
to increase the TB notifi-
cation rate, ensure avail-
ability of TB testing and
medicines and strengthen
monitoring mechanisms.
The District Programme
Officer was instructed to
submit an updated report
on the number of
Anganwadi centres oper-
ating in government build-
ings. The DM also direct-
ed that 100 percent satura-
tion of safe drinking water
and functional toilets
should be ensured in
Hathgaon Block. All con-
cerned departments were
instructed to upload their
updated reports on the
respective portals to main-
tain the district ranking.
The District Panchayat

Raj Officer was directed
to submit a cross-verifica-
tion report on the opera-
tional status of Bharat Net
installed by BSNL in
gram panchayats.
Furthermore, instructions
were issued to complete
the remaining road con-
struction works under the
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana at the earli-
est with quality stan-
dards.The meeting was
attended by Chief
Development Officer
Pawan Kumar Meena,
Chief Medical Officer,
District Development
Officer, District Statistical
Officer, Chief Veterinary
Officer, Deputy Director
of Agriculture, District
Agriculture Officer,
District Inspector of
Schools, District
Horticulture Officer,
District Programme
Officer and other con-
cerned officials.

Mathura

Devotees and Public represen-
tatives gathered at a Yagna cer-
emony held in Seloti, Palwal
area of Haryana, pledged to
transform the Shri Krishna
Janmabhoomi Liberation
Campaign into a widespread
mass movement. People from
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Delhi
and Punjab unanimously
declared that this issue is not
just about one individual, but
is connected to the faith and
cultural identity of society, and
therefore, it will be taken to
every household.After the
Yagna, those Present clarified
that this movement is not sole-
ly the initiative of Advocate
Mahendra Pratap Singh, but a
campaign of public participa-
tion. Participants resolved to
conduct awareness campaigns
in every village and dissemi-
nate information to every fami-
ly.A large number of retired
officers and employees, doc-
tors, teachers, thinkers, and
representatives of various
social and religious organiza-
tions were present at the
Program. They all resolved to
expand the "Let's Go to the

Villages" campaign and organ-
ize the Shri Krishna
Janmabhoomi Liberation Jyoti
Yatra in every village across
the four states.Advocate
Mahendra Pratap Singh,
President of the Shri Krishna
Janmabhoomi Liberation Trust,
said that it is essential to
inform people about the histor-
ical facts. 

For this purpose, information
about the history of the temple
and related events will be
shared through meetings and
dialogue programs in the vil-
lages.Public Outreach Through
TeamsIt was decided that small
teams would be formed region-
wise to conduct a door-to-door
contact campaign. Meetings
will be held in villages to con-

nect with every section of
society so that the campaign
can take on a comprehensive
form with public participation.

Those present at
the program said that this issue
is connected to faith, history
and cultural heritage and it
will be taken forward through
Peaceful Public
Awareness.

Shri Krishna Janmabhoomi Liberation Campaign

to Reach Every Household in Four States

DM Reviews Aspirational District

Programme in Fatehpur

Two wanted arrested in
culpable homicide case

in Prayagraj

Poet Aamir Faizabadi

Remembered at Jashn-E-Qaim

APCC president Gaurav Gogoi Press Conference .

All the allegations of CM denied at the PC

The Municipal Corporation has identified

defaulters and issued a 7-day Notice
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Prayagraj: The Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP),
Allahabad University
unit, on Monday submit-
ted a memorandum to the
university proctor, urging
the administration to take
immediate steps to main-
tain peace, social harmo-
ny and academic dignity
on the campus.In the
memorandum, the stu-
dent organization stated
that Allahabad University
is a center of learning
where discipline, harmo-
ny and a healthy academ-
ic environment must be
upheld at all times.
ABVP alleged that cer-
tain activities in recent
days have disturbed the
campus atmosphere and
stressed that any attempt
to disrupt peace or mutu-
al brotherhood among
students is unaccept-
able.The ABVP delega-
tion drew the proctor’s
attention to what it
described as activities
affecting campus tran-
quility and demanded

swift and effective action
to ensure a safe, disci-
plined and positive envi-
ronment for students.
The organization main-
tained that universities,
as centers of education
and personality develop-
ment, must act firmly
against elements attempt-
ing to undermine social

or communal
harmony.Speaking on the
occasion, ABVP
Allahabad University
unit secretary Kavyanshi
Kumari said the universi-
ty is known worldwide
for its rich traditions and
culture of mutual cooper-
ation. She alleged that
some anarchic elements

were attempting to vitiate
the academic environ-
ment and said the memo-
randum was submitted to
prevent such activities
from taking root on cam-
pus.ABVP AU unit
research convener
Prashansa Singh Jatav
said the organization has
demanded an immediate

halt to all activities that
threaten the unity of the
university. 

She added that
ABVP would strongly
oppose any attempt that
harms the collective
ethos of the institution
and reaffirmed the orga-
nization’s commitment to
a positive and harmo-

nious campus environ-
ment.The delegation
included ABVP AU unit
president Himanshu
Pandey, unit secretary
Kavyanshi Kumari,
research convener
Prashansa Singh Jatav,
joint secretary Anurag
Mishra, along with other
members. 

ABVP submits memorandum to AU proctor,

seeks action to ensure campus peace
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Prayagraj: On the occa-
sion of completing five
years of its establish-
ment, the Women
Teachers’ Association
paid a courtesy visit to
Prayagraj Basic
Education Officer (BSA)
Anil Kumar on Monday.
The delegation was led
by district president
Anuragini Singh and
general secretary
Sangeeta Singh.During
the meeting, the associa-
tion members marked
the organization’s fifth
foundation day and dis-
cussed various issues
concerning women
teachers. The delegation
apprised the BSA of
ongoing activities and
initiatives being carried
out across different
blocks in the
district.After the inter-
action, the BSA held
discussions with the

teachers on resolving
their professional griev-
ances. Several key
issues were raised,
including selection
grade pay, withheld
salaries, adverse service
entries, salary restora-
tion, child care leave
(CCL), earned leave

(EL), and promotion-
related matters.The dele-
gation expressed grati-
tude to the BSA for
patiently hearing their
concerns and assuring
necessary action towards
their resolution.Those
present during the meet-
ing included district

vice-president Rachna
Bhatnagar, Dr Pramila
Singh, district media in-
charge Suchita Pandey,
Koraon block president
Pratibha Singh, along
with Archana Gupta,
Santosh Dubey, Asha
Sharma, Sunita and Asha
Dubey.
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Sultanpur : A 25-year-old
youth was electrocuted and
another person sustained serious
injuries after coming into con-
tact with a high-tension power
line during a wedding proces-
sion in Sultanpur district on
Sunday night.The incident took
place in Barhaunadih village
under the Motigarpur police sta-
tion area when a wedding pro-

cession was on its way from the
village to Mangrawa in Kadipur.
According to the police, celebra-
tions began with loud music and
dancing as the procession set
off.During the celebrations,
Shiva, son of Gangaprasad and a
resident of Barhaunadih, report-
edly climbed onto a DJ vehicle
to record a video. In the process,
he accidentally came into con-
tact with an overhead high-ten-
sion electricity line and suffered

a severe electric shock.Seeing
him in distress, Satya Gaur alias
Ranjeet, a resident of Pakharpur
Jalalpur in Ambedkar Nagar dis-
trict, rushed to help but was also
electrocuted and critically
injured.Panic gripped the spot
following the incident. 

Locals immediately
rushed both the victims to the
Motigarpur Community Health
Centre, where doctors declared
Shiva dead. Given the serious-

ness of his condition, Ranjeet
was referred to the Government
Medical College in Sultanpur,
where he is undergoing treat-
ment.Station House Officer of
Motigarpur, AK Singh, said the
body of the deceased has been
sent for post-mortem examina-
tion and further investigation is
underway. 
Legal action will be initiated
after a complaint is received, he
added.

Youth electrocuted during wedding procession in

Sultanpur, one injured
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Prayagraj:The
Prayagraj Municipal
Corporation on
Tuesday held a depart-
mental review meeting
on sanitation and con-
servation, chaired by
municipal commission-
er Seelam Sai Teja, to
strengthen the city’s
cleanliness framework
ahead of the monsoon
season.During the
meeting, officials were
directed to ensure
focused cleanliness
drives at community
centres, schools, local
parks, temples and
major city roads. The
commissioner stressed
the need for preparing
and implementing a
comprehensive sanita-
tion action plan to
address civic chal-
lenges effectively.
Emphasis was laid on
identifying local sanita-
tion issues, accelerating

cleanliness campaigns,
improving waste man-
agement practices and
strengthening recycling
systems. Zonal officers
were instructed to com-
plete cleaning of
drains, culverts and
sewer lines in their
respective areas before
the onset of rains to
ensure proper water
drainage. Officials of
the Jal Nigam were
directed to prioritise
repair of tube wells,
maintain potable water
quality and ensure
quick redressal of
water-related com-
plaints. The municipal
commissioner also

asked departments to
complete repair and
construction works in a
time-bound
manner.Senior officials
present at the meeting
included additional
municipal commission-
ers Arvind Kumar Rai
and Rajiv Kumar
Shukla, Jal Kal depart-
ment general manager
Gaurav Kumar, Shivam
Mishra, assistant
municipal commission-
er Deepshikha Pandey,
chief engineer Anil
Kumar Maurya, elec-
tricity department offi-
cial Sanjay Katiyar,
along with all zonal
officers.

Prayagraj civic body reviews
sanitation preparedness

ahead of monsoon

Women Teachers' Association meets

Prayagraj BSA on foundation day
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Every once in a while, there will
be news items and columns on
the state of employment in
India. Some of this is ill-
informed, based on old or unre-
liable data. Essentially, there
are three sources of data on
employment: (1) Household-
based surveys; (2)
Establishment-based surveys;
and (3) Administrative data. (I
am leaving out private surveys.)
These are the three official
sources of data. EPFO, ESIC,
and NPS are examples of
administrative data. For
instance, in 2022–23, almost 14
million net members were
added to EPFO. Is this a meas-

ure of new job creation? For
various reasons, it isn’t. As an
example, the moment an
establishment crosses the
threshold of 20 workers, all of it
gets counted as a net addition.
Administrative payroll data are
indicators of formalisation, not
employment. Establishment-
based surveys are ASI by MoSPI
(Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation)
and QES by MoLE (I wish peo-
ple would stop using this
acronym for the Ministry of
Labour and Employment). In an
informal economy like India,
where there are usually no
clear employer-employee rela-

tionships, unlike in more
advanced countries, I am scep-
tical about establishment-
based surveys telling us much
about employment. Don’t get
me wrong. They do tell us
something about demand for
employment and, potentially,
about skills and their lack. At
present, both the Annual
Survey of Industries (ASI) and
the Quarterly Employment
Survey (QES) have biases.
Agriculture is a different propo-
sition. But even outside of agri-
culture, neither is comprehen-
sive in coverage. Both can be
streamlined and improved, and
time lags can be reduced.

Outside of agriculture, until the
Indian economy changes dra-
matically, I think there is no get-
ting away from household-
based surveys. This means the
Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS). We can complain about
PLFS: The quarterly estimates
only cover urban India, not
rural. It is annual or quarterly,
and why can’t it be monthly,
like the Current Population
Survey (CPS) in the US?To emu-
late the US, data collection
would have to move from per-
sonal interviews to personal
interviews spliced with tele-
phone interviews. Is that feasi-
ble? In the US.

Over the years, democracy has come to mean
many things, often abstract and distorted, espe-
cially used to invoke a necessary “value” of the
global order. Such a “value” has depended upon
a few aspects: economic and military hard
power and alignment with Western interests. As
India finally announced its democracy rankings,
nations that depend on using inaccurate “expert
opinions” to subvert data raised a hue and cry.
Domestically, there is a cohort that disagrees
with the idea of such rankings and argues one of
two ideas: That the collective West has more
expertise in deciding such rankings and must be
unchallenged;That India and other nations can
eschew Western validation and need not care
about the rankings and other indices.The first is
a group that believes in Western supremacy and
has formed the ideological collaborator class of
any foreign group that has sought to “govern”
as a euphemism for colonisation by other
means. This is reflected in their calling directly
for foreign interference regarding India’s
domestic policy setting and makes no bones
about their preference for externalised deci-
sion-making. This is not a group with the inter-
ests of Indian citizens at heart, seeking only to
maintain their position as an intellectual and
social elite, watching self-righteously from atop
a high horse made of colonial dreams. As such,
malintent entails that their ideas cannot pertain
significantly to the will of the people of the
country. The second group is made of those
with well-intentioned naivete. A little knowl-
edge would go a long way in explaining an eco-
nomic, and otherwise, interconnected world.
The fact that interests and debt ceilings on
investments and loans are dependent on credit
ratings and indices such as these need us to be
concerned about them. Moreover, they create a
legacy for judgment by other nations we inter-
act with. At its peak of wealth, knowledge and
value creation, Bharat stood as a beacon, invit-
ing engagement, not insularity, and not content
in hubris. That is a later doing, a subject of an
era of turmoil preventing recognition of a
national conscience underlying its diversity. For
an endeavour such as a democracy index to fill
a void in data and not in propaganda, the rank-
ings need to take into consideration several true
indicators of the values that define self-gover-
nance. To prevent further distortions, though, it
is necessary to reiterate what democracy means
– governance by the representatives of all citi-
zens. The universal adult franchise is the most
inclusive indicator of true democracy and a
basic pre-requisite. Other parameters aid in
measuring the refinement of processes that
allow for universal franchises to be executed
during elections. The below parameters offer a
relevant set of data that measures people’s par-
ticipation in governance and are significant in
calculating the functioning of democracy in a
nation: Women voting percentage: Women
form a major part of the population, and yet,
across the world, have been kept away from the
ballot system for socio-cultural reasons. Their
participation determines the freedom of a
notable part of the population to implement
universal franchises.
Voter percentage: A clear determinant of a
population’s participation in the democratic
exercise, voter turnout in percentage terms is a
necessary parameter for inclusion in such an
index.
Electoral malpractices (such as poll-related vio-
lence, ballot stuffing, coercion regarding
voting choice etc.): The prevention
of exercising individual freedom
of choice in electing one’s rep-
resentative through safe and
secret exercise of ballot
options is a hindrance
towards an exercise in democ-
racy.

Ever since ancient times, mil-
itary officers have been
employed in foreign lands as
part of a politico-military
approach to national security
to safeguard national inter-
ests. There are references to
such a role in Kautilya’s
Arthashastra, in the history of
the pre-Judean era, and in
Roman history. In those
times, the role of military offi-
cers was largely focused on
spying. In the 17th century,
when the Prussians found
ambassadorial reports nei-
ther sufficiently detailed nor
updated for the purpose of
decision making in war, they
began to employ generals in
diplomatic assignments.
Napoleon frequently used
generals as ambassadors. By
the mid-nineteenth century,
most European powers were
assigning military officers to
foreign countries, and in
1857, these military officers
were designated as military
attaches and given diplomatic
status.In more recent times,
defence diplomacy has
emerged as one of the most
important tools of military
statecraft. The term “defence
diplomacy” was perhaps first
used by the United Kingdom’s
Ministry of Defence (MoD) to
consolidate a bouquet of mil-
itary activities being conduct-
ed by the MoD.Although
there is  no universally
accepted definition of
defence diplomacy, it is gen-
erally considered the nonvio-
lent use of a state’s defence

apparatus to advance the
strategic aims of a govern-
ment through cooperation
with other countries.
Typically, the term includes
activities such as officer
exchanges, ship visits, training
missions, and joint military
exercises 
The significance of defence
diplomacy dimmed for Indian
decision makers post-inde-
pendence, and it was in the
early 1990s that India’s
defence engagement began
to gain momentum. C Raja
Mohan, as late as 2015,
lamented: …India’s military
diplomacy has been severely
limited by the lack of ade-
quate political support and
insufficient coordination
between the armed forces,
the ministry of defence, and
the foreign office. While the
services and the MEA see the
value of leveraging India’s
military strengths, the MoD
has neither the aptitude nor
the institutional capability to
meet the growing interna-

tional demand for defence
cooperation with India.
Fortunately, things have
begun to change. The MoD
and the services are proac-
tively involved in defence
diplomacy, and as of date, the
Indian Army is engaging with
110 countries through
defence cooperation activi-
ties. In 2023, the Indian Army
participated in 39 joint exer-
cises with foreign armies, out
of which it was lead service in
28 exercises.
In addition, the Indian Army
and the US Army co-hosted
the 13th Indo-Pacific Armies
Chiefs Conference (IPACC),
the 47th Indo-Pacific Armies
Management Seminar
(IPAMS), and the 9th Senior
Enlisted Leaders Forum
(SELF). The Army has been
playing a crucial role in pro-
moting multilateralism by
organising the Inaugural
India-Africa Army Chiefs’
Conclave (IACC) and AFINDEX
(2023), themed on
Humanitarian Mine Action &

Peace Keeping Operations.
Several high-level visits were
conducted in 2023 in pursuit
of the objectives of defence
diplomacy.Based on the rec-
ommendations of the MoD’s
Study on Realignment of
Defence Wings, new defence
wings are being established in
Algeria, Ethiopia,
Mozambique, and Poland by
the end of 2024. Reportedly,
new defence wings are also
being established in Armenia,
Djibouti, the Philippines, and
Tanzania. These wings are
being established through
optimisation of the existing
billets of the defence attaches
in countries like Russia and
the United Kingdom.
Although the establishment
of new defence wings is a
welcome development, there
are certain issues that require
institutional attention.
Among the varied tasks the
military attaches would be
undertaking, they would be
expected to help achieve the
target for defence exports set
by the government, facilitate
India’s defence procure-
ments, secure supply chains,
and mitigate causes of
national security risks.
Defence exports require
building a long-term relation-
ship with the importing coun-
tries and their armed forces.
Business also requires special
aptitude, which goes beyond
formal training and the learn-
ing of manuals and proce-
dures. Military attaches are
expected to navigate the

realm of defence business,
which is unlike any other. In
addition, they must be pre-
pared for adverse PR from
inimical interests and busi-
ness competitors. India has
supplied weapon platforms
and radars to Armenia.
Should the war between
Azerbaijan and Armenia flare
up again, Indian systems
would be tested under
extreme conditions. It is pos-
sible there would be some
failures, like those of any
other equipment produced
anywhere in the world. Indian
military attaches must be pre-
pared to face the barrage of
adverse PR in all forms of
media. The character of war-
fare is changing. If the Russia-
Ukraine war is indicative of
the wars of the future, India
must prepare for a protracted
war and secure supply chains
against sanctions and export
control regimes.
The export control measures
imposed by the West on
Russia are, perhaps, the most
stringent applied against a
single country since the Cold
War. 
India may face a similar situa-
tion, which may include
measures aimed at cutting off
high-tech imports, restricting
access to vital technological
inputs, weakening its industri-
al base, and undercutting its
influence on the world stage.
The defence sector may be
subjected to sweeping restric-
tions due to the denial of sen-
sitive technology.

In Manama, the
ancient and the mod-
ern intertwine like
the threads in its
vibrant souqs.
Skyscrapers pierce
the azure sky while
narrow alleyways
whisper tales of a
bygone era. At the
aromatic chaos of the
Bab el-Bahrain Souq,
spices dance with
textiles and shim-
mering pearls hold
the secrets of the
deep. Then, turn a
corner and you will
find yourself trans-
ported to the sereni-
ty of the Al Fateh
Grand Mosque.
Manama is a city of
contrasts, a blend of
tradition and
progress, waiting to
be explored by the
curious traveller. And
the beauty lies in the
fact that you can
experience it in just
72 hours.
Al Fateh Grand
Mosque interiors
No matter how long
you linger in this
Middle Eastern land,
a breakfast extrava-
ganza awaits. As you
step into one of the
city’s cherished cafes,
let the intoxicating
aroma of Bahraini
cuisine envelop you,
a prelude to a
flavour-filled odyssey
that will tantalize
your taste buds and
ignite your spirit for
the day to come. Dive
into the gastronomic
classics by indulging
in the timeless
delights of Balaleet
vermicelli noodles,
the rustic allure of

Khameer and Regag,
alongside the hearty
flavours of Foul Fava
beans and the
savoury embrace of
Samboosa fried pas-
tries. Elevate your
culinary journey with
falafel and shawar-
ma, and don’t forget
to snag some Halwa,
a quintessential
Middle Eastern sweet
sensation.
Among the culinary
havens dotting
Bahrain’s landscape,
seek refuge in
esteemed establish-
ments such as Al
Ameer, renowned for
its culinary finesse;
Emmawash celebrat-
ed for its mastery of
dried shrimp and
mung beans; and
Freej Bin Al Rashdan,
nestled near Dohat
Arad Lagoon, where
the aromas of lamb
machboos and
Bahraini kebabs
beckon the discern-
ing palate. Conclude
your epicurean
odyssey at Haji
Gahwa, nestled with-
in the bustling
enclave of Manama
Souq, where authen-
ticity reigns supreme
and traditional
Bahraini cuisine is
savoured with a gen-

erous sprinkle of her-
itage and charm.
Manama delivers all
the bling you’d
expect from a mod-
ern Arab metropolis
– sleek malls and sky-
scrapers that would-
n’t look out of place
in a sci-fi movie. But
amidst the shiny
veneer, you’ll find
whispers of a charm-
ing past, a reminder
of Manama’s days as
a bustling port. Old
and new coexist with
playful harmony,
most evident in the
legendary Manama
Souq, where ancient
market vibes and the
scents of exotic
spices swirl. Before
you hunt down the
perfect gold bangle
or spice up your culi-
nary repertoire at the
Souq, soak in the his-
tory of Bab Al
Bahrain, the gateway
to Manama’s bustling
souq. 
This venerable arch-
way, erected in 1949,
once held court by
the waterfront but
now finds itself a few
kilometres inland.
Today, it’s a colossal
arch framing a road—
flanked by two small-
er arches for pedes-
trians.

This is unacceptable
with regard to the free-
dom of the seas and a
potential flashpoint for
all, including India,
already plagued by
China.Chinese spy
ships, navy and sub-
marines, constantly ply
in the Malacca Straits
and Andaman/Nicobar
Islands area, the broad-
er Indian Ocean, the
Arabian Sea, and the
Bay of Bengal. This is
aided by Chinese bases
in Sri Lanka at
Hambantota, in
Bangladesh where it
has ostensibly built a
submarine base for it,
from the Maldives,
from the Coco Islands
of Myanmar, farther
afield at Djibouti. India
is helped in guarding
the Indian Ocean area
by the US Navy, plus
the French and British
navies in particular.
ndia, not only partici-
pates in QUAD and the
Malabar Exercises on a

regular basis with other
countries but joins in
the naval exercises in
the South China Sea as
well. It has now opened
two shipyards, in
Kattupalli, near
Chennai, and another
in Cochin, to repair and
service US and British
ships.Ever since the
legendary Ferdinand
Marcos’ son, Ferdinand
Marcos Jr., nick-named
Bongbong in his youth,
came to power, the
Philippines has upped
the ante against
Chinese hegemony.
There is no longer
much effort to appease
China or deal with it
using do-nothing but
hot rhetoric, though
diplomatic and political
dialogue is still main-
tained. The Philippines
is the first foreign coun-
try to order three bat-
teries of Brahmos anti-
ship shore-based
supersonic cruise mis-
siles from India. It has

had its navy personnel
trained in their use by
India. These missiles,
ordered a couple of
years ago, are presently
being delivered and
placed. They are being
deployed to protect
Filipino interests in the
South China Sea. The
Indo-Russian Brahmos,
manufactured in India,
come in air, sea, land
and submarine vari-
ants, and are widely
acknowledged to be
the fastest and most
devastating missiles in
the world. In
November 2023
Japan’s Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida and
Philippine President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.
began work on a secu-
rity pact 
that would allow the
conduct of joint mili-
tary exercises. Japan
has also agreed to
finance surveillance
radars for the
Philippine Navy.

Finance surveillance radars 

for the Navy

Reimagining democracy:

Why India's call for transpar-

ent rankings rattles the West

Status of Indian job market:

Fact versus fiction

Strategic shield: Need to

recalibrate defence diplomacy

Manama mosaics: 72 hours of her-

itage and history in Bahrain
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Etah

In compliance with the directions of the Chief Minister, a pro-
gramme was organised under the aegis of the Women and Child
Development Department at Medical College, Etah under the chair-
manship of Chairperson of the State Women Commission, Dr.
Babita Chauhan. The event included Kanya Janmotsav (Girl Child
Celebration), God Bharai (Baby Shower), and Annaprashan cere-
monies, aimed at encouraging the birth of girl children and raising
awareness about maternal and child health. On the occasion of the
Girl Child Celebration, the Probation Department distributed baby
kits, mosquito nets, and other useful items to 20 newborn girls. The
Women and Child Development Department also formally conduct-
ed the God Bharai and Annaprashan programmes. Those present
included Medical College Principal Dr. Balveer Singh, Chief
Medical Officer Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Chief Medical
Superintendent Dr. Suresh Chandra, Head of Department Dr.
Sadhana Singh, Programme Officer Sanjay Singh, Circle Officer
Kirtika Singh and officials from the Probation Office including
Satvendra Singh, Jagrati Chaturvedi, Pankaj Yadav, Ankita Saxena,
Pooja Mishra and Pooja Chauhan, along with Medical College
staff. Later in the afternoon, a public hearing and departmental
review meeting was held at the Police Lines meeting hall in Etah.
During the public hearing, complaints related to crimes against
women, harassment and family disputes were received. Several
complaints were resolved on the spot by the Chairperson, while
remaining cases were forwarded to the concerned officers with
instructions for prompt and effective action. During the review
meeting, Dr. Babita Chauhan reviewed various schemes related to
the Women and Child Welfare Department and directed that the
benefits of government welfare schemes must reach all eligible
women and girls without exception. She also instructed officials to
ensure the enrolment of workers’ children in Atal Residential
Schools and to prominently display all women’s helpline numbers
at Gram Panchayats and development blocks at public and easily
visible locations, so that victims can receive immediate assistance
when needed. The meeting was attended by Chief Medical Officer
Dr. Rajendra Prasad, CO Saket Kirtika Singh, District Backward
Classes Welfare Officer Yash Kumar Verma, Women Police Station
In-charge Nandini Singh and officers and staff from the police
department and other Concerned Departments.

State Women Commission
Chair Leads Public Hearing,

Review Meeting in Etah

Bahraich

A farewell ceremony was
organized at Pt. Radheshyam
Pandey Saraswati Inter College,
Jamog Bazar Charda, by the
students of class 9 to honor the
class 10 students appearing for
their board exams and to wish
them a bright future. On this
occasion, important tips for suc-
cess were given to the students
keeping in mind the upcoming
board examinations.Addressing
the ceremony, school manager
Kaushalendra Pandey shared his
experiences and said that main-
taining self-confidence during
exams is extremely important.
He said that regular study,
effective time management and
a positive attitude are the real
keys to success. He advised the
students to revise difficult sub-
jects repeatedly, read the ques-

tion paper carefully, and write
the answers in clear, coherent

and balanced language. He
emphasized the importance of

continuous study while avoid-
ing mental stress during exami-

nations.The chief guest,
Principal Prachar Bas Mishra,
while explaining ways to
achieve maximum marks, said
that sufficient sleep, a balanced
diet and light exercise keep the
brain healthy and every student
should follow these practices.
He also appealed to the students
to stay away from mobile
phones and social media to
maintain concentration in their
studies.Principal Mishra said
that only through discipline,
hard work and dedication to
their goals can students reach
great heights in life and move
forward while upholding the
dignity of the school.Senior
teacher Abhay Dixit, addressing
the students, said that the exam-
ination is not only a test of
knowledge but also a test of
patience and self-control. 

Every goal can be achieved

with the right strategy and con-
tinuous practice.At the end of
the ceremony, Manager
Kaushalendra Pandey wished
all the students a bright future
and said that education is the
foundation of society and
nation-building. He inspired the
students to move forward with
moral values.On this occasion,
Gyanendra Bhushan Pathak,
Vishwas Kasaudhan, Deepak
Sharma, Vinay Pathak, Ashish
Sharma, Rakesh Verma,
Pramanand Bajpai, K.D. Arya,
Brijesh Kumar Arya, Richa
Jaiswal, Jyoti Rani Pandey,
Nishat Khan, Pooja Pathak,
Shivam Mishra, Avneesh Gupta,
Anil Kumar Sharma, and other
teachers were present. During
the program, students of class 9
also presented cultural perform-
ances and encouraged their sen-
ior sStudents.

Bhadohi

Newly appointed traffic
inspector Rakesh
Kumar Singh hunter,
who was driving in the
city, was in trouble for
not wearing a helmet
and having three pas-
sengers on a two-
wheeler. When they
started checking at
Lippan Tiraha and
Station Road of the
city, about 35 to 40
two-wheelers and four-
wheelers were caught.
Helmets were not
found on most of the
heads and many two-
wheelers were found
with three passengers,
while most of the four-
wheelers were found
not wearing seat belts.
Seeing the checking
going on, many two
wheelers were seen
turning their vehicles
and running away and
some parked on the
side of the road and
kept roaming here and
there. During checking,
Traffic Inspector
Rakesh Kumar Singh
said that helmet is
mandatory for two
wheelers. He said to
avoid traveling on two
wheelers with three
passengers. Due to the

checking campaign,
there was panic among
the riders without
papers and helmets at
Lippan Tiraha, Station
Road and Azimullah
intersection. How
many bikers rode their
bikes from far away?
During checking, the
bike was issued a chal-
lan for lack of helmet
and three riders. Traffic
Inspector Rakesh
Kumar Singh said that
driving at high speed,
without helmet and rid-
ing a three-rider bike is
against the traffic rules.
When three passengers
are traveling,
it is not possible for

the driver to maintain
balance on the bike and

suddenly the bike can-
not be controlled in
any adverse situation.
In such a situation,
considering your own
safety during the three
rides, make sure to
wear a helmet. Keep
speed under control.
The inspector said that
the checking campaign
will continue. Action
will definitely be taken
against those riding a
bike without a helmet
and three riders. At the
same time, he gave
directions to the
appointed traffic police
to free the city from
the jam. On this occa-
sion, traffic Policemen
including Raees Ahmed
were Present.

Bhadohi

On Cancer Day, a team
of doctors met
Samajwadi Party
national President and
former Chief Minister
Akhilesh Yadav. Where
former Chief Minister
Akhilesh Yadav dis-
cussed a serious disease
like cancer and its treat-
ment. 
Leading doctors of
Bhadohi district said
that whatever was done
under the Samajwadi
government for the
treatment of this serious
disease and sensitive
behavior towards the
people sick with it will
always be remembered.
It was said that
Akhilesh Yadav vision
was for international
level treatment. Doctors

said that the present
BJP government has
shown negligence in
this regard. Akhilesh
Yadav said that in the
Samajwadi government,
arrangements for high
level treatment for seri-
ous diseases like can-
cer, kidney, liver and
heart were made free of
cost. Cancer Hospital
and Research Institute
was built on 100 acres
in Lucknow in the year
2016 at a cost of Rs
1,000 crore. Bablu Bind
told that the former
Chief Minister had
given assistance of Rs
4.56 thousand for the
treatment of his mother
cancer. Our family is
still grateful to him.
Akhilesh 
Yadav said that the real
quality of Samajwadi
Party is to serve the

people. Doctors said
that if patients do not
get treatment under the
BJP government, then
what is developed India
for? On this occasion,
former Cabinet Minister
Rajendra Chaudhary,
State President Shyam
Lal Pal, Bablu Bind, Dr.
Ajay Prajapati, Juhi
Singh Dr. Nand,
Dr.Rajit Bind, Dr. Sujit
Bind, Dr. Virendra
Patel, Dr. Sangam Lal
Gupta, Dr. Virendra
Bind, Dr. Zuber Khan,
Dr. Mehboob Qureshi,
Ishaan Milky, Pradeep
Modanwal, Suraj Bind,
Govind Yadav, Ravi
Ranjha, Adivasi Vijay
Border Gond, Mita
Jaiswal, Pavarti
Kannaujiya, Ranjit
Bind, Sanjay, Aamir
etc.

Etah

The initiative encouraging
the voluntary surrender of
arms licences to strengthen
peace, law and order and
social harmony in the dis-
trict continues to gain
momentum. In this ongoing
drive, another commend-
able example was witnessed
on Monday at the
Collectorate parisar, where
the 192nd arms licence in
the district was voluntarily
surrendered.On this occa-
sion, Small Lal, son of
Shaitan Singh, a resident of
Nagla Banuwa under
Mirhchi police station lim-
its, was honoured with a
certificate of appreciation

by District Magistrate Prem
Ranjan Singh for voluntari-
ly depositing his arms
licence. The district admin-
istration described the ini-
tiative as a significant step
towards reinforcing peace,
harmony and the spirit of
responsible citizenship in
society. Addressing the
gathering, District
Magistrate Prem Ranjan
Singh said that the volun-
tary surrender of arms
licences reflects positive
thinking in public interest
and a strong sense of civic
responsibility. Such citi-
zens, he said, act as part-
ners of the administration
and play an important role
in maintaining peace and

security in society.
Expressing hope that more
arms licence holders would
come forward, the District
Magistrate stated that wider
participation in this initia-
tive would help create an
even more peaceful and
secure environment in the
district. 
He added that honouring
responsible citizens is
aimed at sending a positive
message to society and pro-
moting awareness towards
peace. Additional Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
Rajkumar Maurya, Arms
Clerk Kunwar Mohit and
other concerned officials
were Present on the occa-
sion.

Doctors met former Chief Minister

Akhilesh Yadav on Cancer Day

Bahraich

Allegations of large-
scale irregularities
have surfaced in the
Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment
Guarantee Scheme
(MNREGA) in Sati
Jor village panchayat
under Nawabganj
block. Villagers say
that while develop-
ment work is shown
as completed on
paper, the ground real-
ity is completely dif-
ferent.According to
the villagers, instead
of actual verification
of MNREGA works,
pre-existing photos
are being uploaded.
There is a huge differ-
ence between the
number of laborers
shown at the worksite
and the actual number
of laborers. The same
pictures have been
used repeatedly in
several muster rolls,
the morning and after-

noon pictures do not
match and in many
cases, the afternoon
photos have not been
uploaded at
all.Villagers said that
in the land develop-
ment work from Bhuj
field to Babu field in
Sati Jor village pan-
chayat, 44 laborers
were shown daily
from February 1st to
February 7th, while
online attendance of
approximately 308
laborers was recorded
during this
period.Similarly, in
the drain excavation
work from Sati Bridge

to Dharmanagar bor-
der, the presence of 36
to 45 laborers has
been shown on five
muster rolls. Online
attendance of 457
laborers has been
recorded for this work
from January 25th to
February 7th, while
villagers claim that no
drain excavation has
taken place any-
where.Not only this,
women names are reg-
istered in the muster
rolls, while men are
visible in the uploaded
pictures. 

There are also
allegations of the

same photo being
uploaded repeatedly.
Villagers Jamaluddin
Khan, Gayasuddin,
Anil Singh, Saddam
and others said that
the drain excavation is
completely fake and
has only been shown
on paper.The shocking
thing is that even on
January 26th,
Republic Day, the
attendance of laborers
was recorded in the
muster roll, even
though no work was
done that da
y. The government's
intention is to provide
employment to the
villagers in their own
village, but in Sati Jor,
the MNREGA scheme
seems to be becoming
a "money-making
scheme" for some
officials instead of
benefiting the vil-
lagers. At the block
level, the monitoring
cell has been instruct-
ed to conduct 100%
photo verification

daily, but the fact that
the Additional
Programme Officer is
in charge of both the
Mihinpura and
Nawabganj blocks
raises questions about
the effectiveness of
the monitoring.When
contacted regarding
this matter, the Village
Development Officer,
Block Development
Officer, and
Additional Programme
Officer did not pro-
vide any clear
answers. Meanwhile,
Gram Panchayat
Development Officer
Janardan
Vishwakarma said that
the matter would be
investigated and the
relevant muster rolls
would be
cancelled.Now the
question is, will
MNREGA provide
employment to the
villagers, or will it
remain confined to
paper and fall Prey to
Corruption?

Success Mantras Given to Students at Farewell Ceremony

Traffic Inspector Rakesh Kumar

Singh goes hunter in the city, people

who do not wear helmet face trouble

Voluntary Surrender of Arms
Licences Gains Momentum in
Etah, 192nd Licence Deposited

MNREGA: Development ran only on

paper, not on the ground!
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