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Varanasi

The Birth anniversary of Emperor Ashoka

Maurya was celebrated with great enthusi-

asm today at the District Samajwadi Party

(SP) Office in Ardali Bazar. On this occa-

sion, a seminar was organized which saw the

Participation of various Samajwadi Party

leaders and Workers.Presiding over the

Program, District Spokesperson Santosh

Yadav 'Bablu' Advocate stated that Emperor

Ashoka spread the message of secularism,

justice and non-violence in society. He noted

that Ashoka achieved the Political unifica-

tion of the country, binding it together

through one religion, one language and

Practically one script known as Brahmi. He

further added that the Emperor taught people

the principle of "live and let live" and

emphasized compassion toward animals. His

teachings were aimed at strengthening fami-

lies, institutions and existing Social

Classes.The event was Presided over by

District Spokesperson Santosh Yadav 'Bablu'

Advocate and conducted by Gopal

Pandey.Key speakers who expressed their

views during the Program included

Deepchand Gupta, Akhilesh Yadav,

Chandrashekhar Singh Yadav, Vidya Bharti,

Heeru Yadav, Rajendra Prasad, Ramkumar

Yadav, Suresh Pal, Shivprasad Gautam,

Dharamveer Patel, Vijay Yadav 'Vijju', Vinod

Patel, Subhash Yadav, Ayaz Khan and Vinod

Shukla Among Others.
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Prayagraj: On the
auspicious occasion
of Ram Navami in
Prayagraj, a special
exhibition dedicated
to Lord Shri Ram
was inaugurated at
the Allahabad
Museum. This exhi-
bition features a
wooden statue of
Shri Ram and a man-
uscript based on the
theme of 'Ram
Janma' (the birth of
Ram).The exhibition
was inaugurated by
Saint Balbir Giri in
the central hall of the

museum. On this
occasion, Divisional
Commissioner and
Museum Director
Saumya Agarwal was
also present.
Welcoming the dis-

tinguished guest, she
outlined the objective
and significance of
the exhibition and
conducted a tour of
the museum's various
galleries. 

During the inaugu-
ration, Balbir Giri
remarked that organ-
izing such an exhibi-
tion on Ram Navami
is a significant initia-
tive aimed at pre-
serving our cultural
and spiritual tradi-
tions. He urged the
public to draw inspi-
ration from the life
of Lord Shri Ram
and to embrace the
valuesof propriety,
truth, and exemplary
conduct.He described
the wooden statue of
Shri Ram as an out-
standing example of
Indian craftsmanship,
while characterizing

the 'Ram Janma'
manuscript as a vital
component of the
nation's rich intellec-
tual tradition and lit-
erary heritage. He
further stated that
such events play a
pivotal role in con-
necting the younger
generation with their
culture and tradi-
tions.The exhibition
was curated by the
museum's Assistant
Curator, Dr. Sanju
Mishra. Other muse-
um officials, staff
members, and media
representatives were
also present on this
occasion.

Prayagraj | Acting
on a case of theft,
the Kotwali Police
have arrested an
accused individual
and recovered a
stolen mobile phone,
a wallet, and other
important documents
from his posses-
sion.According to
the police, acting
under Case No.
30/2026 registered at
the Kotwali Police
Station, the accused
was arrested on
Monday based on a
tip-off from an
informant. The arrest
took place near the

GIC School, under
the Rambagh Bridge.
The arrested accused
has been identified
as Aditya Singh (20),
a resident of
Gorakhpur.During a
search, a stolen
mobile phone and a
wallet were recov-
ered from the
accused. Inside the
wallet, police found
Union Bank and
Bank of Baroda
debit cards, an
Aadhaar card, a driv-
ing license, a PAN
card, a watch, a
charger, earbuds, and
a Union Bank

chequebook.The
police stated that,
based on the arrest
and the recoveries
made, relevant sec-
tions of the law
applicable to the
case have been
enhanced. Further
legal action is being
initiated against the
accused.Several offi-
cers and personnel of
the Kotwali Police
Station team played
a pivotal role in this
operation; their vigi-
lance proved instru-
mental in successful-
ly apprehending the
accused.
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Amidst rumors circulating
regarding a shortage of
petrol, diesel, and LPG in
Prayagraj, the district
administration has clarified
the situation, stating that
there is absolutely no scarci-
ty of fuel within the district.
A review meeting regarding
the supply management sys-
tem was held on Thursday,
presided over by District
Magistrate Manish Kumar
Verma.During the meeting,
officials reported that mis-
leading information spread-
ing on social media is lead-
ing to unnecessary crowding
at petrol pumps, despite the
presence of adequate fuel
reserves within the district.
Currently, approximately 6.5
million liters of petrol and
diesel are available across
the district's 368 petrol
pumps, and fresh supplies
are being received in suffi-
cient quantities on a daily
basis.Similarly, the regular
supply of LPG cylinders
continues through 144 gas
agencies, and there is no
shortage whatsoever. 

The administration has

clarified that there is no
need for the general public
to panic.
The District Magistrate
directed officials to maintain
constant vigilance over the
sale of petrol, diesel, and
LPG, and to take strict
action in the event of any
black marketing or illegal
hoarding. He stated that
punitive action must be
ensured against offenders,
including the registration of
FIRs under the Essential
Commodities Act
Furthermore, instructions
have been issued to maintain
adequate stock levels at all
petrol pumps, to increase
supplies in accordance with

demand, and to coordinate
with the police to manage
crowds effectively.Adopting
a strict stance against rumor-
mongers, the District
Magistrate has also directed
officials to identify such
individuals and initiate legal
proceedings against them.To
ensure the prompt redressal
of complaints related to fuel
supply, a control room has
been established at the
District Supply Office,
where members of the public
can register their grievances.
The administration has
appealed to the public not to
pay heed to rumors and to
purchase fuel only as per
their actual requirements

Administration Takes Strict
Stance on Fuel Crisis Rumors;

Adequate Availability of
Petrol, Diesel, and Gas: DM

Assam 

Assam Chief Secretary Dr.
Ravi Kota visited Nagaon dis-
trict on Thursday to take
Stock of the overall Poll
Preparedness of the district.
Participating in a special
meeting held in the auditori-
um of Nagaon District
Commissioner office for this
purpose, he Closely reviewed
the efficiency of various
efforts related to the conduct
of elections. In the meeting,
the Chief Secretary laid spe-
cial emphasis on the comple-
tion of the election Process in
a completely transparent, fair
and Peaceful manner. He gave
strict instructions to the offi-
cers and employees of each
cell to follow their responsi-
bilities faithfully. District
Election Officer and District
Commissioner Debasish
Sharma Presented a holistic
Picture of the district Election
preparedness through a data-
rich PowerPoint Presentation.
Sharma apprised the Chief
Secretary about the Progress
of the infrastructure of Polling
stations, Protection and test-

ing of EVMs and VVPAT
machines, training of Polling
Personnel and Steps taken to
increase voter awareness.
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) of Nagaon dis-
trict, Partha Pratim Das, gave
details of the arrangements
made to maintain law and
order during the Election. He
elaborated on Plans to ensure
security of Particularly sensi-
tive Polling Stations, intensify
search operations to Prevent
supply of illegal material and
deployment of central
Paramilitary forces. In today
important meeting, returning
officers of various depart-
ments of the district, addition-
al commissioners, election
officers and top officials of
the District administration and
police administration were
Present. He reiterated his
commitment to ensure that
elections are conducted with-
out any hindrance. Expressing
satisfaction over the readiness
of the administration, Chief
Secretary Dr. Kota advised to
be
alert to deal with any
Emergency.

Assam 

Swimmers continued
their impressive run
on the second day of
the Khelo India Tribal
Games 2026 being
held in Raipur, bring-
ing Pride to the State
with outstanding
Performances. 
According to Assam
Swimming
Association Publicity
secretary
Mukuteshwar
Goswami, the State
men 4×100m

freestyle relay team
secured the silver
medal with a timing
of 4:02.86. The team,
comprising Firmino
Emon Lalung, Nibir
Nilim Kro, Andiquel
Wilson Terang, and
Santosh Narzary,
Showcased excellent
coordination and
speed. Assam also
excelled in individual
events. In the men
100m backstroke,
Nibir Nilim Kro
Clinched the silver
medal with a timing

of 1:09.25, further
highlighting his tal-
ent.Assam Swimming
Association secretary
Bhaskar Ranjan Das
congratulated the ath-
letes for their
achievements. The
team is being guided
by coaches Momi
Barman and Jyoti
Basumatary.This
Performance reflects
a Promising future for
Assam in upcoming
national and 
international
Competitions.

Lucknow

A High-level Parliamentary
Delegation from the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on
Infrastructure and Strategic
Development of the
Parliament of Sri Lanka, led
by Chairman and MP S.M.
Marikkar, is currently on a
week-long official study tour
to India.As Part of the visit,
the Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation (DDWS)
under the Ministry of Jal
Shakti, organized a detailed
Presentation on two of India
flagship initiatives—Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM) and
Swachh Bharat Mission-
Grameen (SBM-G). The ses-
sion was attended by Ashok
K. K. Meena, Secretary,
DDWS, Kamal Kishore Soan,
Additional Secretary &
Mission Director, National Jal
Jeevan Mission (NJJM), along
with other Senior
Officials.Addressing the dele-
gation, Secretary Ashok K. K.
Meena highlighted India gov-
ernance model, where central
and state governments imple-
ment large-scale Programmes
to empower local bodies,
Particularly Gram Panchayats,

ensuring effective delivery of
essential services at the grass-
roots level. He noted that the
Swachh Bharat Mission-
Grameen, launched in 2014
and the Jal Jeevan Mission,
launched in 2019, have signif-
icantly transformed rural
water supply and sanitation in
India.He outlined four key
Pillars behind the success of
these missions: decentralisa-
tion and community-led serv-
ice delivery, convergence
across departments, use of
technology for transparency
and monitoring and sustain-
ability in design and imple-
mentation.During the session
Hari Narayanan Murugan,
Director JJM, Presented India
journey in rural drinking water
supply. He highlighted that
following Prime Minister

Narendra Modi announcement
on August 15, 2019 to Provide
tap water to every rural house-
hold, the Jal Jeevan Mission
was launched. Since then,
rural tap water coverage has
increased from 17% to 82%,
benefiting over 150 million
households. He also elaborat-
ed on the extended Phase, JJM
2.0, which aims to ensure
long-term sustainability, oper-
ational efficiency and
Strengthened community
Participation until
2028.Kritika Kulhari Deputy
Secretary SBM-G, Presented
India sanitation journey, not-
ing that the Swachh Bharat
Mission-Grameen, launched in
2014, achieved nationwide
Open Defecation Free (ODF)
status by October 2019. The
mission has now entered its

second Phase, focusing on
sustaining ODF outcomes and
Promoting comprehensive
waste management under the
ODF Plus framework. She
added that over 120 million
household toilets and more
than 2.72 lakh community
sanitary complexes have been
constructed across the
Country.An interactive discus-
sion followed, during which
the Sri Lankan delegation
appreciated India achieve-
ments and Shared their own
Challenges. They highlighted
concerns regarding high levels
of heavy metals, including
mercury contamination in
water bodies, which Pose seri-
ous Public health risks. They
also Pointed out the high cost
of water treatment, especially
as treated water is used for
multiple domestic purposes
beyond drinking, increasing
the financial Burden.The dele-
gates emphasized the need for
collaborative innovation and
cost-effective technologies for
heavy metal removal and
called upon DDWS and its
Partners to Share affordable
and comprehensive water
management Solutions.
In her concluding remarks,

India–Sri Lanka Strengthen Cooperation in Water &

Sanitation: Parliamentary Delegation on Study Tour
Assam Wins Silver in

Freestyle Relay at Khelo
India Tribal Games

Emperor Ashoka Maurya

Birth Anniversary Celebrated

with Grandeur At SP Office

Statue of Shri Ram and Manuscript Exhibition

Displayed at Museum on Ram Navami

Kotwali Police Apprehend Youth
with Stolen Goods; Mobile Phone

Assam CS Dr. Ravi Closely Reviews

Poll Preparedness in Nagaon
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Prayagraj | Under 'Mission
Shakti Phase 5.0',  women
and girls were sensit ized
regarding their rights and
dignity. On Thursday, under
the supervision of Assistant
Commissioner of Police
(Tharwai),  Arun Parashar,
and led by the In-charge
Inspector of Tharwai Police
Station, Santosh Kumar
Pandey, the Mission Shakti
team conducted an aware-
ness drive as part of the sec-
ond phase of Mission Shakti
5.0. This event took place in
the vil lage of
Purushottampur (alias
Garapur), located within the
Tharwai police station juris-
diction. During the event,
the women and girls in
attendance were educated
about their rights and the
importance of their dignity.
On this occasion, Sub-
Inspector Khushboo
Pandey—a member of the
Mission Shakti  team—
imparted lessons on 'Nari
Shakti' (Women's Power) to
everyone present.  While
raising awareness,  she
informed the audience that
if they face harassment of
any kind, they can seek
assistance by utilizing des-
ignated helpline numbers.

She provided details regard-
ing various helplines, such
as the Women Power Line
(1090),  Women's Helpline
(181),  Child Helpline
(1098),  Chief Minister 's

Helpline (1076),  and the
Police Emergency Service
(Dial 112), emphasizing that
these numbers should be
used whenever help is
required. Furthermore, she

raised awareness regarding
cybercrime and provided
information about the Cyber
??Helpline number (1930).
Also speaking at the event,
Sub-Inspector Akanksha

Dwivedi provided detailed
information regarding vari-
ous public welfare schemes
currently being implement-
ed by the government,
including the Kanya

Sumangala Yojana, Sukanya
Samriddhi Yojana, Chief
Minister 's  Mass Marriage
Scheme, and the Destitute
Women's Pension Scheme.

Under the 'Mission Shakti' Campaign, Women and Girls Are

Taught the Principles of 'Nari Shakti'The Primary Objective of

Mission Shakti is to Empower Women and Make Them Self-Reliant
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Prayagraj: On the occasion
of Navratri in Prayagraj, the
message of environmental
conservation and the cleanli-
ness of the River Ganga took
center stage at the *Kanya
Pujan* (worship of young
girls) program organized by
the *Vishal Sankalp* organi-
zation. Held at *Vishal
Sankalp Park* near the Boat
Club, the event saw the partic-
ipation of over 200 young
girls from slum areas.The
objective of this annual pro-
gram—organized by the
organization every year—is to
integrate girls from underpriv-
ileged sections of society into
the social mainstream. During
the event, in addition to a
meal, the girls were presented
with books, notebooks, and
hygiene kits as a traditional
offering (*Dakshina*).Dr.
Anjali Kesari, the head of the
organization, explained that
this initiative aims to instill
self-confidence in the girls,
enabling them to recognize
their potential and move for-
ward in life. She noted that by
associating with the organiza-

tion, hundreds of girls have
already brought about positive
changes in their lives.A high-
light of this year's program
was the conscious effort to
minimize the use of dispos-
able items; consequently, the
girls were served their meals
on steel plates. 
Through this gesture, a collec-
tive pledge was also taken to

help keep the River Ganga
clean.The Chief Guest, Anil
Kesharwani (*Annu
Bhaiya*), lauded the organi-
zation's efforts and adminis-
tered a pledge for Ganga
cleanliness to the attendees
and the girls. Meanwhile,
Major Harsh encouraged the
girls to pursue higher educa-
tion, emphasizing that a city

can be kept clean only through
small, collective efforts.
Several individuals, including
Mayank Dubey, Amit
Tripathi, and Sumit Gupta,
praised the organization's
work during the event. Other
dignitaries present on the
occasion included Kavita
Srivastava, Rakesh Chaurasia,
and Ashok Gupta.

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj. The police at
the Georgetown Police
Station in Prayagraj
have arrested an accused
individual who was
wanted in connection
with several serious
charges, including
attempted murder.
Acting on a tip-off from
an informant, the police
apprehended the accused
within the jurisdiction of
the police station.The
arrested accused has
been identified as Abhay
Goswami alias 'Prince'
(35), a resident of
Lowther Road,
Georgetown. According
to the police, he was
arrested on March 25
near a kiosk located
close to the police sta-
tion. Cases involving
serious charges—includ-
ing various sections of
the BNS (Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita) as well
as the SC/ST Act—were
already registered
against the accused at
the Georgetown Police

Station.The police stated
that the accused had
been absconding for a
considerable period and
was being actively
sought. Following his
arrest, he was produced
before a court, and fur-
ther legal proceedings
were initiated.The inves-
tigation also revealed
that the accused possess-
es an extensive criminal
history. Multiple cases
have been registered
against him across vari-
ous police stations in
Prayagraj—including

Civil Lines, Kotwali,
Kidganj, and Naini—
involving charges such
as assault, criminal
intimidation, obstruction
of government duty, and
other serious
offenses.Police officials
stated that continuous
action is being taken
against such criminals to
maintain law and order
within the area. The
team from the
Georgetown Police
Station played a pivotal
role in effecting this
arrest.

Accused Wanted in Attempted

Murder Case Arrested; Extensive

Criminal History Revealed

No Disposables at Kanya Pujan;

Pledge Taken for Ganga Cleanliness
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Prayagraj. The Cyber Crime

Police Station in Prayagraj has

busted a gang involved in fraud

by creating a fake website of the

Uttar Pradesh Board of

Secondary Education

(Madhyamik Shiksha Parishad)

and has arrested two accused

individuals. The accused created

a replica of the official website

of the Uttar Pradesh Board of

Secondary Education and illegal-

ly extorted money from students

and parents. According to the

police, the arrested individuals

include Shashi Prakash Rai alias

Rajan Sharma (from Azamgarh

district) and Manish Kumar Rai

(from Azamgarh district). Both

were arrested on March 25,

2026, and further legal proceed-

ings are underway.The investiga-

tion revealed that the accused

operated a call center under the

name 'Shri Education.' From this

location, they created a fake

website modeled after the

Board's official site and placed

advertisements on social

media—particularly Facebook—

offering to inflate marks on

mark sheets and to produce fake

certificates. Upon being contact-

ed, they would collect money

from students, parents, and insti-

tutions, subsequently creating

fake mark sheets and degrees for

High School, Intermediate, and

university levels, which were

then dispatched via courier.

Interrogation further revealed

that the accused charged

between 4,000 and 5,000 per

document and had been involved

in this illicit activity for a con-

siderable period. The prime

accused had been engaging in

such fraudulent activities since

2014.

The police have recovered 10

mobile phones, several SIM

cards, 42 fake seals, 217 fake

mark sheets, computer equip-

ment, a printer, pen drives, and a

large number of holograms from

the possession of the accused.

Furthermore, the investigation

has revealed that approximately

7,000 fake mark sheets have

been created and distributed to

date.This operation was conduct-

ed by a joint team comprising

the Cyber Crime Police Station

and the STF (Special Task

Force), under the direction of the

Police Commissionerate,

Prayagraj. Police officials have

appealed to the public to verify

the authenticity of any suspi-

cious website or online transac-

tion before proceeding with it.In

the event of falling victim to

cybercrime, individuals have

been advised to register a com-

plaint by calling the helpline

number 1930 or by visiting the

National Cyber  Crime

Reporting Portal.

Gang Operating Fraudulent Website Exposed; Two Accused Arrested
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EDITORIAL

When the Waqf Amendment
Bill 2024 was first tabled in the
Lok Sabha on 8 August last
year, it triggered fears within
the Muslim community, as it
was perceived to have been
introduced without adequate
consultation with stakehold-
ers. After all, the issue of
waqfs— Muslim institutions
through which property is
bequeathed for religious or
charitable purposes—is sensi-
tive because it involves socio-
religious spaces such as
qabristans, masjids, idgahs,
and madrasas.æAs such, the
government and Parliament
were exhorted to adopt pro-
cedures that allayed rather
than stoked the fears of

Muslims. In this backdrop, the
decision to refer the bill to a
joint committee of both
Houses of Parliament was wel-
come. The 31-member com-
mittee, drawn from across
party lines, received 97,27,772
memoranda overall. There
were representations from
various ministries and depart-
ments—including Minority
Affairs, Law and Justice,
Railways, Housing and Urban
Affairs, Road Transport, and
Culture (Archaeological
Survey of India)—as well as
state waqf boards and
experts, ensuring a diversity
of opinions.æAs such, the
government and Parliament
were exhorted to adopt pro-

cedures that allayed rather
than stoked the fears of
Muslims. In this backdrop, the
decision to refer the bill to a
joint committee of both
Houses of Parliament was wel-
come. The 31-member com-
mittee, drawn from across
party lines, received 97,27,772
memoranda overall. There
were representations from
various ministries and depart-
ments—including Minority
Affairs, Law and Justice,
Railways, Housing and Urban
Affairs, Road Transport, and
Culture (Archaeological
Survey of India)—as well as
state waqf boards and
experts, ensuring a diversity
of opinions. It is not entirely

correct to state that waqf
reforms are being externally
foisted. Rather, to a large
extent, the demand for waqf
reforms has emerged from
within the Muslim community
also. The Ministry of Minority
Affairs received numerous
complaints from Muslims on
the maladministration of waqf
properties, which manifested
in voluminous litigations. The
ministry’s analysis of griev-
ances received from April
2023 found that 148 com-
plaints pertained mostly to
encroachments, illegal sales of
waqf land, delays in surveys
and registration, and com-
plaints against waqf boards
and mutawallis.

Power is in the words. Language has mystical
powers. I enjoy playing with words. Those words
are hot. You can be moved to tears by words.
You can find humor in words. Moreover, there
are few things that can convey the planet and all
its inhabitants as vividly and comprehensively as
words. During the 2009 austerity drive of the
Congress-led UPA administration, Tharoor was
embroiled in controversy for his response to a
query regarding flying "cattle class" to Kerala. His
statement, "Absolutely, in cattle class out of sol-
idarity with all our holy cows!" caused a political
storm following his response. Tharoor, an
accomplished writer of numerous best-selling
books on Indian society and politics, was forced
to clarify that he did not want to offend econo-
my class passengers after the Congress party
swiftly censured him. After 16 years, Tharoor is
now again in trouble for comments he made in
an interview. In response to a Malayalam report
that he had claimed, "We have many leaders,
but many feel that there are no ordinary work-
ers," Tharoor clarified that he had really said,
"several workers feel there is an absence of a
leader in Kerala’s Congress." "You should not
think that I have no option to spend my time. I
have options," Tharoor added earlier in the
interview. I have speeches, books, and invita-
tions to speak all around the globe. Some saw
his comments as a covert signal to the highest
levels of Congress that he was thinking about
other political paths. Amidst the upcoming
Assembly elections in the state next year,
Tharoor is now facing accusations of "crossing
the line" from the top leaders of the Congress's
faction-ridden Kerala unit, putting him in the
center of a maelstrom. Because of this, Shashi
Tharoor has been named this week's ThePrint
Newsmaker. Actually, Tharoor's essay praising
the new industrial policies of the Left-led Kerala
government had already been a hot topic before
the interview controversy erupted. Tharoor had
stated that, during the course of 18 months last
year, Kerala's startup ecosystem was valued at
an astounding $1.7 billion, which is five times
higher than the worldwide average for the same
time period. While the fact that this change has
started happening under an LDF government
run by communists is shocking, it is not totally
unexpected. “The path to growth and prosperity
for their people lies in capitalism, entrepreneur-
ship, and initiative, not in red flags, strikes, and
agitations,” he said in the post, comparing the
Communists in Kerala to their West Bengali
counterparts at the turn of the century. While he
disagrees that the state's industrial climate has
changed generally, Tharoor defended himself by
saying that "when something good emerges,
even if only in one area, it is petty not to
acknowledge it" in response to attacks from
Kerala Congress officials over the piece. Tharoor,
a former UN diplomat, has had a tumultuous
political career with the Congress since his 2009
victory in the Lok Sabha elections from the
Thiruvananthapuram constituency. Mostly
because he had a habit of saying things that
went against the party line. However, he consis-
tently gets himself into problems by more than
simply his words. In 2009, as the UPA was imple-
menting its austerity measures, Tharoor and
then-External Affairs Minister SM Krishna came
under fire from the government for allegedly
residing in a five-star hotel in Delhi while their
official quarters were still being prepared.
Tharoor lost his position in the Manmohan Singh
government's council of ministers in 2010 due to
the scandal surrounding the sweat equity pro-
vided to Sunanda Pushkar, his then-girlfriend
and later-wife, by a consortium that owned the
Kochi club of the Indian Premier League. His
ordination as a junior minister was renewed in
2012. Tharoor was thrust into his gravest
professional crisis in January 2014,
when Pushkar was discovered
dead in a luxurious Delhi hotel
room—months prior to the
Lok Sabha elections.

Donald Trump has spent
only a month in his second
term as the US President.
However, he has disrupted
the international order,
weakened the Western
alliance and created a sense
of insecurity and uncertainty
among its members, surpris-
ing even some of his sup-
porters. There has been a
paradigm shift in US foreign
policy under Trump. He is
now closer to Moscow than
Washington's traditional
allies. He has embraced the
Kremlin's narrative on
Ukraine and has sidelined US
allies. Although senior mem-
bers of the Trump adminis-
tration have denied that the
US has abandoned Kyiv and
ignored its European allies,
Trump himself has not made
any serious attempts to paci-
fy Ukrainians and Europeans.
His closeness to Russia has
been on display since he
talked for 90 minutes on the
phone with Russian leader
Vladimir Putin, in which they
agreed to start negotiations
to end the Ukraine war,
which will mark its third
anniversary on Monday.
Trump did speak to
Zelenskyy soon after that call
with Putin, but a nervous
Ukrainian President warned
that excluding his country
from the talks would be
“very dangerous”. Events
after that only made
Ukrainians feels sidelined.
Trump's Vice President, JD
Vance, met European leaders
in Munich two days later. But
his comment that Europe
will not be included in the
peace talks only helped
fuelled the speculation that
they were being left out of
the future of Ukraine, which
is closer to their homes and
in which they have invested a
lot of money and effort since

the Russian invasion. Vance's
meeting with Zelenskyy did
not go well either as the
Ukrainian leader refused to
give access to the country's
vast reserves of critical min-
erals unless he was given
security guarantees. That
angered Washington. Ending
the Russia-Ukraine war was
Trump's major campaign
promise. But hardly anyone
expected him to brazenly
take Russia's side and even
blame Ukraine for the con-
flict, which he did. Last
Tuesday, a US delegation led
by Secretary of State Marco
Rubio met the Russian dele-
gation headed by Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov in
Saudi Arabia, to discuss
peace. Ukraine was not invit-
ed. Putin—who had been
shunned by the US and its
allies since the invasion of
Ukraine—was delighted. A
frustrated Zelenskyy dis-
missed the Riyadh talks as
worthless. Trump did not like
those comments and called
the Ukraine President a dic-
tator, even accusing him of
starting the war. Zelenskyy
said the US President was liv-
ing in a Russian-made “disin-
formation space”. This infuri-
ated Trump, who does not
take kindly to any criticism.
He described Zelenskyy as “a
modestly successful comedi-
an” who “talked the United

States of America into
spending $350 Billion, to go
into a War that couldn't be
won, that never had to start,
but a War that he, without
the U.S. and ‘TRUMP,' will
never be able to settle.”
Trump's behaviour towards
Zelenskyy is in stark contrast
to Biden's, who had backed
Ukraine against Russia with
all the possible military and
financial aid. President Biden
travelled to Ukraine many
times since the Russian inva-
sion in February 2022 to dis-
play his administration's full
support. He also promised
NATO membership to
Ukraine at a future date.
Russia was severely pun-
ished for invading Ukraine.
The US joined hands with its
allies to isolate Moscow.
Russia faced tough sanctions
and its assets in the West
were seized. The
International Criminal Court
issued an arrest warrant
against Putin for alleged war
crimes in Ukraine. There
were even plans to put Putin
and his close allies on
Nuremberg-style trials. Until
a year ago, Ukraine's leader
was talking about even liber-
ating all its territory, includ-
ing Crimea, which Russia
annexed in 2014, with the
help of Western military
equipment. Ukraine even
succeeded in occupying the

Russian territory of Kursk,
which it had thought would
be used as a bargaining chip
during negotiations with
Moscow. But all that now
looks like a distant dream.
With Trump back in the
White House, Ukraine fears
that Russia will be allowed to
keep all the occupied territo-
ry as part of the deal to end
the war. Kyiv is now likely to
be denied NATO member-
ship. That could be a promise
to Russia to end the war. The
US under Trump has now
even opposed calling Russia
an aggressor in a G-7 state-
ment being prepared to
mark the third anniversary of
the war. The US team
removed the phrase from
the first draft, which was pre-
pared by Canada, the current
holder of the group's presi-
dency. It is not just Ukraine,
America's European allies
are also now nervous about
the intent of Trump. Since
the Second World War, they
enjoyed the US security
umbrella under NATO. But
now they are unsure if the
US under Trump will honour
Article 5 of the NATO, which
is triggered when a member
state comes under attack. It
implies that an attack on one
member is an attack on all.
There is even fear in Europe
that Donald Trump may sign
a deal with the Russian
leader Vladimir Putin that
will lead to the withdrawal of
US forces from Baltic states
and effectively kill the NATO
alliance. That could be simi-
lar to the non-aggression
treaty signed by the Soviet
Union and Nazi Germany on
August 23, 1939, sending
shockwaves to other
European countries and
prompting Hitler and Stalin
to annex neighbouring coun-
tries. It is another matter

that Hitler invaded the Soviet
Union two years later, put-
ting an end to the treaty.
European members of NATO
may call themselves major
powers, but they can't match
Russia's military might with-
out US support. Even after
losing more than a hundred
thousand men and lots of
military equipment in the
Ukraine conflict, Moscow
remains a strong power,
mainly because of its nuclear
arsenal. So Why Has Trump
Changed The Narrative?
Trump has always been an
admirer of strongmen like
Putin. Even during his first
term, he developed a rap-
port with him. He also dis-
likes Zelenskyy, whom he
sees as more of a roadblock
in ending the Ukraine con-
flict. As a former business-
man, Trump sees things from
the perspective of profitable
deals. Western sanctions
have hit Russia, but
American companies have
also suffered business losses,
running into billions of dol-
lars. He would like to reverse
that. And despite Ukraine's
resistance, Trump believes
Zelenskyy will have to give
access to critical minerals in
return for any future US sup-
port. Some in the Trump
administration suggest Kyiv
should provide Americans
with those minerals in return
for the US military and finan-
cial aid already received by
Ukraine. Trump has blamed
European leaders for not
doing enough to end the
Ukraine war. He has also
complained for a long time
that Europe has lived off the
US for too long and it must
pay for its security.
Europeans have increased
their defence budgets but
not enough to survive with-
out US support. 
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Amid rising geopolitical

tensions in West Asia, sup-

ply Chain uncertainties and

an intensifying global race

for technological domi-

nance, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and his

Israeli counterpart Benjamin

Netanyahu have once again

drawn global attention. In

this evolving landscape,

India and Israel are not only

strengthening diplomatic

ties but are also deepening

collaboration in critical sec-

tors such as innovation,

Startups and advanced tech-

nology.At the heart of this

Growing Partnership are

Bangalore and Tel Aviv,

which are rapidly emerging

as “Innovation Twins.”

These two technology hubs

are bridging continents

through shared ambitions

and complementary

strengths, driving a new

wave of global

innovation.Technology has

always been central to

India-Israel relations, but in

recent years, the collabora-

tion has become more struc-

tured and institutionalized.

The Karnataka Digital

Economy Mission (KDEM)

has signed agreements with

leading Israeli incubators

and accelerators, aiming to

facilitate the exchange of

knowledge, capital and mar-

ket access between startups

in both countries.

Simultaneously, the Israel

Innovation Authority is

actively supporting joint

research and development

(R&D) initiatives. These

Projects focus on addressing

global Challenges such as

water scarcity, agricultural

efficiency and cybersecuri-

ty—areas where both

nations Possess significant

Expertise.At the Corporate

level, collaboration is accel-

erating. Major Indian IT

companies like Wipro and

Tech Mahindra are

Partnering with Israeli

cybersecurity startups. Israel

is widely recognized as a

global hub for cybersecurity

innovation, and Indian firms

are leveraging this expertise

to strengthen their digital

Solutions.This Partnership

goes beyond technological

integration—it enhances

global competitiveness.

Indian companies contribute

scale, cost efficiency and

access to vast markets,

while Israeli startups bring

cutting-edge innovation.

Together, they are develop-

ing solutions that are scala-

ble and globally

Relevant.While Tel Aviv has

long been known as the cen-

ter of the “Startup Nation,”

Bangalore is widely regard-

ed as India’s Silicon Valley.

Investment flows between

the two are increasing rapid-

ly. Israeli investors are

showing strong interest in

Bangalore Saas (Software-

as-a-Service) ecosystem,

driven by India large digital

consumer base and strong

engineering talent. In return,

Bangalore-based startups are

benefiting from Israel

expertise in artificial intelli-

gence, cybersecurity and

deep-tech

innovation.Importantly, this

collaboration extends

beyond the IT sector.

Through centers of excel-

lence in Karnataka, Israeli

technologies such as drip

irrigation and Precision

farming are being imple-

mented on the ground.

These innovations are help-

ing Indian farmers improve

Productivity and optimize

resource usage, especially in

water-scarce Regions.Talent

exchange is another Key

Pillar of this Partnership.

While Israel leads in

research and deep-tech inno-

vation, India excels in large-

scale software development

and implementation. By

combining these strengths,

both countries are building a

powerful talent ecosystem

capable of solving complex

global Challenges.However,

Challenges remain.

Differences in regulatory

frameworks, data protection

standards and market

dynamics can complicate

collaboration. Cultural and

business Practice differences

also Pose hurdles. Despite

this, experts believe that

Clear Policies, strong pri-

vate sector Participation and

continuous dialogue can

help overcome these

Barriers.The rise of

Bangalore and Tel Aviv as

“Innovation Twins” repre-

sents more than a symbolic

Partnership—it offers a

Glimpse into the future of

Global innovation. Under

the leadership of Modi and

Netanyahu, this collabora-

tion demonstrates how

nations- and their leading

cities- can harness technolo-

gy, capital and talent to

address global Challenges

and Shape a new era of

innovation-driven Growth.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
attacked the opposition, calling mem-
bers of the party who support "jungle
raj" anti-Indian and anti-faith.
Furthermore, he said that the state's
citizens would hold anybody who
insults Maha Kumbh in contempt for-
ever. Political circles were captivated
by his attention on Maha Kumbh,
which he displayed barely two days
before Maha Shivratri, as the event
was coming to a close. For what rea-
son did Modi bring up the holy event,
which has been going on for almost
two months, Was all he was doing
was addressing the Opposition's
strong criticism of what they saw as
poor administration during the
world's largest religious gathering, the
Maha Kumbh, and the two stampedes
that occurred there. Did he want
Maha Kumbh to be a part of the
National Democratic Alliance's Bihar
election platform? It is quite probable
that Modi, who had begun the NDA's
Bihar election campaign with Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, purposefully

brought up the controversy surround-
ing Maha Kumbh in order to strength-
en the Hindu support among the OBC.
Many also saw it as an effort to win
over religiously inclined female voters.
Meanwhile, political scientists
claimed Modi didn't really need to
mention Maha Kumbh. In contrast to
Uttar Pradesh, religious and commu-
nal appeals do not have the same
impact on elections in Bihar. A trans-
formative governance agenda has tra-
ditionally had a greater impact on the
state. Rather than a rising embrace of
the Hindutva ideology of the BJP,
observers pointed out that Bihar was
shifting away from the Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) led by Lalu Yadav
owing to fears of his previous misrule.
North Bihar is still firmly under the
control of the NDA, and yatras, which
were once used to communalize poli-
tics, have not been very successful.
The Hindu Swabhiman Yatra, which
Union Minister Giriraj Singh attempt-
ed last year but was unable to launch,
is a prime example. 

The Hindutva Pitch of the BJP: Will

Bihar Pay Attention This Time?

Shashi Tharoor has always

disliked ‘statist Congress’

There has been a paradigm shift in US foreign policy

Muslims want waqf reforms too. It’s not an issue for political acrimony

Bangalore and Tel Aviv Emerge as

‘Innovation Twins’ Shaping the Future

of Global Technology
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Samsung partners with India
R&D for next-gen phone

speech AI

Delhi : Samsung is counting on its India research
hub to drive a global push toward voice-first AI,
putting its engineers at the center of the Galaxy
Al ecosystem. At a media roundtable, Samsung
R&D Institute India - Bengaluru (SRI-B) represen-
tative Mohan Rao said India is one of the compa-
ny's main Al locations outside Korea. "When it
will be voice-first relies on research discoveries.
Current research is extensive." Rao stated. "We
faced numerous hurdles in making Al models run
in the gadget. Native platforms must develop and
operate natural language ASRs well. We can then
consider voice-only phones." Multiple ecosystem
stakeholders say voice will be the main way con-
sumers connect with Al. In an interview, IndiaAl
Mission CEO Abhishek Singh said the organiza-
tion was creating voice-first Al models for Indian
languages. Tech companies like Google and
OpenAl will favor voice interfaces globally. Voice-
first Al could help Samsung's phones stand out
from competitors, as it sells its Al directly in con-
sumer hardware. 

Delhi: A government
paper reveals that India is
considering not regulat-
ing cryptocurrencies but
rather maintaining partial
monitoring, due to con-
cerns that integrating dig-
ital assets into the coun-
try's mainstream finan-
cial system could pose
s y s t e m i c
dangers.According to the
memo reviewed by
Reuters, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI)
believes that it would be
impossible to regulate
cryptocurrencies in a way
that effectively limits
their dangers.The inaugu-
ration of U.S. President

Donald Trump has coin-
cided with a rise in the
price of bitcoin, the most
valuable cryptocurrency
by market capitalization,
and a general improve-
ment in the worldwide
acceptability of cryp-
tocurrencies.Stablecoins,
a type of cryptocurrency

that is backed by fiat cur-
rency and hence less sus-
ceptible to violent
swings, have also been
legalized in the
US.Despite China's ongo-
ing cryptocurrency ban,
Reuters reported last
month that the country is
looking into a stablecoin.

India resists full crypto framework, fears systemic risks

Delhi: Adani
Enterprises Limited
would invest 70,000
crore in Nagpur,
Maharashtra, to
establish a coal gasifi-
cation and down-
stream derivatives
complex. This MoU
was signed with the
state government.
Project is projected to
enhance state energy
and industrial output
and create 30,000
jobs. The
Maharashtra govern-
ment signed five
MoUs worth 1.08 lakh
crore. Adani's invest-
ment tops. The com-

pany develops high-
growth enterprises
and spins them off as
independent compa-
nies in mining, infra-
structure (airports,
roads, data centres,
water management),
solar manufacturing,
defence, and edible
oils.Adani Enterprises

would invest ?70,000
crore in the
Integrated Surface
Coal Gasification and
D o w n s t r e a m
Derivatives Project in
Linga, Kamleshwar,
Nagpur to provide
next-generation ener-
gy solutions for
Maharashtra.

Delhi: One day after
stepping down as a
director, Vijay Singh,
vice chair of Tata
Trusts, was present at
the Tata Sons board
meeting.Tata Sons wel-
comed him attend the
meeting as a token of
their thanks for his
time on the board, but
since he had already
resigned, he was
unable to vote on any
matters on the agen-
da. Despite his status
as a nominated direc-
tor of Tata Trusts—the
parent company of
Tata Sons—Singh did
not have any addition-
al authority during
b o a r d
meet ings .Nominee
directors of Tata Trusts
have far more clout
than other directors at
Tata Sons; they can
veto acquisitions or
capital expenditure
programs worth more
than Rs 100 crore, for
example.But they still
need the majority vote
of the Tata Trusts
trustees to make deci-
sions. The only item on
the agenda that did
not pass was an invest-
ment plan that did not
receive approval from
Tata Trusts; all the oth-
ers included Air India,

Tata International, and
Tata Capital.After the
approval of the biggest
shareholder is
obtained, the proposal
would be reviewed
again at the subse-
quent board meeting

of Tata Sons. After
Singh left, the two
remaining nominee
directors at Tata Sons
are Noel Tata, chair-
man of Tata Trusts,
and Venu Srinivasan,
vice-chairman.

Age of retirement for Tata Trusts

trustees is something to think about

Delhi: India's largest
private port opera-
tor, Adani Group,
has banned entry of
tankers that are
sanctioned by
Western countries
at all of its ports -
sources said and
documents show
move that could hit
Russian oil supplies
for two Indian refin-
ers that regularly get
Russian oil delivered
at Adani's Mundra
Port in Gujarat.India
is the biggest buyer
of Russian seaborne
oil, mostly shipped
on tankers that are

sanctioned by the
European Union, the
US and Britain.

HPCL-Mittal
Energy, which oper-
ates a 226,000-bar-
rels per day
Bathinda refinery in
northern Punjab,
gets all of its crude
supplies at the
Mundra Port.The

port is also used by
Indian Oil Corp, the
country's biggest
refiner, for oil
imports. IOC gets
crude supplies for its
10 refineries at mul-
tiple ports in India.

Adani, IOC and
HMEL had no imme-
diate comment
when reached out.

Delhi: According to Nitin
Gadkari, India's minister
of road transport and
highways, Mercedes-
Benz has told the gov-
ernment that it plans to
increase production at
its plant outside of Pune
in order to fulfill its goal
of exporting "Made in
India" automobiles to

markets worldwide. The
chairman of Mercedes,
according to Gadkari,
informed him that the
production quality in
India is strong, which
has led the company to
consider increasing
manufacturing in the
nation to fulfill the
demands of worldwide

markets. "The chairman
of Mercedes was telling
me that they are going
to look at increasing the
productivity of
Mercedes in India... And
they want to export
Mercedes from here to
(markets) all over the
world," Gadkari said.
at the Auto Retail

Tata Capital's home financing

records substantial growth

Adani will spend 70,000 crore in Maha;

govt. inks five MoUs for 1.08 lakh

Gadkari says Mercedes-Benz wants

to export 'made in India' cars

Adani group bans 

sanctioned ships at ports

Delhi: After suffering under
the US's harsh tariff regime,
Indian seafood exporters are
about to receive a vital lifeline
in the EU. Shrimp exports,
which were struck particularly
hard by Washington's recent
50% tariff on Indian goods,
could see an immediate 20%

increase, according to the
Commerce Ministry. The
European Union (EU) cleared

102 new Indian fishing opera-
tions for export this month,
effectively eliminating all
pending permissions, marking
a significant milestone. With
the listings in place, which
encompass aquaculture units,
sea-caught processing facto-
ries, and cold storage facilities,

all of India's main seafood
exporters can now begin ship-
ping to the EU.India sent $1.1
billion worth of seafood to the
European Union in FY24, mak-
ing it the country's second-
biggest seafood export mar-
ket. 
The ministry anticipates that

Delhi: The advertising
exchange PubMatic Inc.
is suing Alphabet Inc.'s
Google, claiming that
Google has unlawfully
monopolized the ad
technology market and
is seeking billions of dol-
lars in damages. This is
the second lawsuit that
an advertising exchange
has filed against Google
in as many months. In
April, a federal judge
found that Google had
unlawfully monopolized
two important technol-
ogy markets, namely ad
exchanges and the tools
used by websites to sell
ad space, called ad
servers. The lawsuit was
filed in a federal court in
Virginia. Another trial to
determine whether

Google must divest por-
tions of its advertising
business to fix the
unlawful behavior is
scheduled to take place
this month before the
same Virginia judge who
agreed with the Justice
Department and a few
states in April. The US
Department of Justice
has demanded that the

corporation sell its AdX
advertising exchange
and enable its technolo-
gy to communicate with
competitors' systems
without delay. Instead
of selling off its assets,
Google plans to inte-
grate its advertising
exchange with other
technologies.
and put a compliance

Ad exchange sues Google for monopolistic violations

Delhi: Housing financ-
ing has been a consis-
tent area of growth for
Tata Capital, and the
company sees this as a
key component of its
overall retail growth
plan. Tata Capital
Housing Finance is
well-positioned to take
advantage of structural
opportunities in India's
underdeveloped hous-
ing finance sector, as its
portfolio expanded at a
robust 33 percent com-
pounded annual
growth rate between
FY23 and FY25. With an
increase from ?30,850
crore in FY24 and
?22,100 crore in FY23,
the home loan seg-
ment of the firm now
accounts for ?38,400
crore, or 17 percent, of
Tata Capital’s consoli-
dated gross loan book
as of March-end.This
represents a gain of
74% over the past two
years and a 24%
increase over the past
year, suggesting that

the demand for resi-
dential credit is still
high and that the cate-
gory is expanding. Tata
Capital continues to

cater to a diverse range
of clients, including
salaried individuals,
entrepreneurs.
and small enterprises,

Delhi : India and the United
Arab Emirates are targeting
$100 billion in trade by 2030,
excluding oil and precious
metals, India’s commerce min-
istry said in a statement.The
target was decided during a
meeting between Union com-
merce and industry minister
Piyush Goyal and the UAE’s
minister of foreign trade, Dr.
Thani bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi,
in New Delhi last week. They
were reviewing bilateral trade
between the two countries
under the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) that came
into effect in 2022. Both lead-
ers stressed deeper coopera-
tion in emerging sectors
renewable energy.

India, UAE set $100 bn

non-oil trade goal by 2030

EU to Give a Hand to India's Seafood Exports Following US Tariff

Delhi: Amazon is
preparing for an even
greater surge in festive
sales this year as a
result of the reorgani-
zation of GST slabs,
which would lower the
prices of many con-
sumer goods. This will
increase spending by
the salaried class,
many of whom look for
online offers when
purchasing products,
especially for expen-
sive ones. Outside of
ethnic clothing, which
is the norm for festi-
vals, the most pur-
chased items during
festivals tend to be
smartphones, gadgets,

and durables. We
anticipate a greater
increase in holiday
sales compared to pre-
vious year. Regardless,
consumers typically
wait for sales to begin
before making large
purchases; however,
this time around, the
trend has quickened
thanks to the GST cuts.
Customers can expect
to save a ton of money
this holiday season
because to merchants'
enticing bargains and a
drop in GST on millions
of products, according
to Saurabh Srivastava,
VP of categories at
Amazon India.

Amazon eyes bumper sales

Delhi: Wall Street
indexes rose in chop-
py rises as in-line
European markets
ended flat, continuing
their 10-week win-
ning streak. The
Federal Reserve is
expected to decrease
interest rates twice
this year, according to
U.S. inflation figures.
crude prices fell 1%,
the first monthly
decline since
November, as mar-
kets braced for fresh
levies from
Washington and
crude exports from
Iraq's Kurdistan

region. According to a
White House source,
President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy of Ukraine
will depart the Oval
Office early Friday
after a contentious
meeting with Trump.
Following reports of
falling yearly inflation
and sluggish con-
sumer spending in
the latest statistics
tracked by the
Federal Reserve, U.S.
Treasury rates hit
multi-month lows. A
drop of 2.93 points,
or 0.34%, was record-
ed by MSCI's global
stock index. 

When oil prices drop every

month, US stocks go up

Delhi: As a comfort to
packaged goods mak-
ers who were waiting
for labelling and pack-
aging clarity to figure
out how to pass the
GST gains on to cus-
tomers, the govern-
ment has authorized
them to display revised
MRPs on unsold old
packets of items. But
before the end of the

year, businesses must
sell off their old inven-
tory. The consumer
affairs ministry
announced on Tuesday
that until December 31
or until supplies run
out, whichever comes
first, makers, packers,
or importers of pre-
packaged goods can
show amended MRPs.

The government has

Govt allows companies to display

revised MRP on old unsold packs



Thursday, 26 March, 2026ENTERTAINMENTAkhand Bharat Sandesh 06



Friday, 27 March, 2026
Akhand Bharat SandeshWORLD07



Friday, 27 March, 2026
Akhand Bharat SandeshSPORTS08


	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8

