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New Delhi

The winter session of
Parliament began
today, but proceedings
in the Lok Sabha were
disrupted by a power-
ful uproar from the
opposition. Opposition
MPs protested vehe-
mently over the Special
Intensive Revision
(SIR) of the voter list,
forcing two adjourn-
ments. Meanwhile, the
Rajya Sabha is current-
ly proceeding smooth-
ly. At the beginning of
the session, the Lok
Sabha condoled the
demise of five former
members, including
Colonel Sona Ram
Chaudhary, Vijay
Kumar Malhotra, Ravi
Naik, Dharmendra, and
Shriprakash Jaiswal.
The House expressed
condolences to their
families and observed a
two-minute silence to
pay tribute to them.
Following the condo-
lence motion, as soon
as regular proceedings

resumed, opposition
MPs stormed the
Speaker's Well, creat-
ing a ruckus over the
SIR issue. Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla stat-
ed that the House is a
forum for discussion
and dialogue and
should be allowed to
proceed peacefully, but
his appeal fell on deaf
ears, and opposition
MPs continued to shout
slogans. In view of the
continued uproar, the
Lok Sabha Speaker
adjourned the House
for an hour, until 12
noon, just 20 minutes
after the start of pro-
ceedings. Proceedings
resumed at 12 noon,
but the opposition con-

tinued to protest. MPs
continued to raise slo-
gans and reiterate their
opposition to the SIR.
Due to the chaos, the
Speaker was forced to
adjourn the House once
again, adjourning it
until 2 pm. However,
the Rajya Sabha pro-
ceedings continued.
Leader of the
Opposition Kharge and
Trinamool Congress
MP Derek O'Brien cor-
nered the govern-
ment.There was con-
siderable uproar in
Parliament today over
the Election
Commission's SIR
issued in 12 states.
Amid the uproar,
Chairman C.P.

Radhakrishnan
appealed for smooth

proceedings.
However, senior

Congress MP and
Leader of the
Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge
criticized the govern-
ment.

Lok Sabha: Opposition 
creates ruckus over SIR

New Delhi

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Monday welcomed the
newly elected
Chairman and Vice
President of the Rajya
Sabha, C.P.
Radhakrishnan, calling
him a powerful exam-
ple of Indian democra-
cy. The Prime Minister
said that

Radhakrishnan's rise to
the position of Vice
President after a long

struggle in political and
social life, from a hum-
ble background, sym-

bolizes the true strength
of the democratic sys-
tem and its ability to
provide equal opportu-
nities. Speaking in the
Rajya Sabha on the first
day of the winter ses-
sion, the Prime
Minister said that C.P.
Radhakrishnan's leader-
ship as Chairman is a
proud moment for all
members. He said,
"Under your guidance,

discussions on impor-
tant issues, decisions,
and your invaluable
guidance to take the
country on the path of
progress are a huge
opportunity for all of
us. On behalf of the
House and personally, I
extend my heartfelt
congratulations and
best wishes to you." He
expressed hope that all
members of the House

will always uphold the
dignity of the Upper
House and the decorum
of the office of
Chairman. Referring to
Radhakrishnan's social
and political journey,
Prime Minister Modi
said that he came from
a farmer's family and a
very humble back-
ground. Social service
has been the core of his
life, and politics was

The journey from a common family to the post of Vice President is the real strength of democracy: PM

New Delhi

President Draupadi
Murmu on Monday
stated that expanding
the footwear industry is
essential to strengthen
its presence in the glob-
al market, which will
directly lead to entre-
preneurship for students
and create large-scale
employment. Murmu
made this statement at
the convocation cere-
mony of the Footwear
Design and
Development Institute
(FDDI) in New Delhi
today. "Today, India is
rapidly becoming self-
reliant and is capable of
further expanding its
economic role on the
global economic stage,"
she said. The President
pointed out that the
country ranks second in

the world in terms of
footwear production
and consumption.
During the financial
year 2024-25, India's
footwear exports were a
little over $2.5 billion,
while imports were
approximately $680
million. Thus, India's
footwear exports are
almost four times that
of imports.She stated
that India is a leading
exporter of footwear
globally, but there is a
need to expand the
footwear industry to
further increase
exports. The President
expressed his delight at
the signing of the
Memorandum of
Understanding between
FDDI and the
University of
Northampton, saying
that this marks another

Expansion of footwear busi-

ness will help students become

entrepreneurs: President

New Delhi

The Supreme Court took
suo motu cognizance of
the Delhi and NCR air
pollution crisis and held a
hearing. During the hear-
ing, the Chief Justice
said, "My friend says that
the matter has improved
just because it was list-
ed... It is important that

we hear it regularly
instead of listing it every
three or four months."
The Chief Justice further
said, "We want long-term
plans to be made public,
and those plans need to
be discussed and final-
ized." The matter will
now be heard on
December 10.What hap-
pened during the hear-

ing?ASG Aishwarya
Bhati stated that the
Center has filed an affi-
davit regarding short-
term plans and that meet-
ings have been held with
all states and agencies.
The court asked whether
these plans have actually
had any impact. The CJI
said, "How much posi-
tive progress has the

action plan you prepared
achieved? We need to
know that. We don't even
know what steps were
taken. "Stubble burning
incidents were also dis-
cussed.During the meet-
ing, the ASG acknowl-
edged that the states' goal
was "zero stubble burn-
ing," but it hadn't been
achieved. 

Lucknow

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has given
the mantra of "commu-
nication, sensitivity,
and positivity" to
trainee officers of the
2023 and 2024 batches
of the Indian Police
Service (IPS) to
become successful,
effective, and citizen-
centric police officers.
During a formal meet-
ing with 23 trainee offi-
cers on Monday, he
said that a vast state

like Uttar Pradesh pres-
ents numerous chal-
lenges for the police, so
consider the trainee
period a golden oppor-
tunity to learn, under-
stand, and strengthen
their policing model.
The Chief Minister said

that during training in
the districts, it is crucial
to learn how to effec-
tively and satisfactorily
resolve real-life prob-
lems. He emphasized
that the police are
always the first respon-
ders. The victim's trust

depends on their
promptness, language,
and priority. 
He advised the trainees
to thoroughly under-
stand the nature of the
police station, its
administration, investi-
gation, duty manage-
ment, and local dis-
putes during their train-
ing period. The Chief
Minister said that the
police station is the
foundation of policing.
Human intelligence is
still a police officer's
most powerful weapon.

New Delhi

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,
addressing the media in
the Parliament complex
on Monday, before the
start of the Winter
Session of Parliament,
urged both the opposi-
tion and the ruling party
to ensure that this ses-
sion neither becomes a
platform for the frustra-
tion of defeat nor a plat-
form for the arrogance
of victory. He said that
the world is closely
watching the strength of
democracy and the

economy today, and
therefore, every
moment of Parliament
should be utilized for
nation-building, not
wasted in political nega-
tivity. In his address, the
Prime Minister stated
that Parliament is an
important medium for

giving the country new
momentum to progress
and charting its future
course. He expressed
confidence that the
Winter Session of
Parliament will also
inject new energy into
the country's develop-
ment journey. He said

that India has lived
democracy. The enthusi-
asm and zeal of democ-
racy have been
expressed time and
again in ways that con-
tinue to strengthen faith
in democracy. Referring
to the recent Bihar
Assembly elections, the
Prime Minister said that
the voter turnout there is
a testament to democra-
cy's greatest strength.
He described the
increasing participation
of mothers and sisters,
in particular, as a sym-
bol of the country's
changing mindset.

New Delhi

On the first day of
Parliament's winter ses-
sion, Congress Rajya
Sabha member Renuka
Chowdhary arrived at
Parliament House with
her pet dog in her car.
This sparked a new
controversy. The BJP
accused her of disre-
specting Parliament
and demanded action
against her. Defending
herself, MP Renuka
Chowdhary told media
that while on her way

to Parliament, she saw
an injured puppy.
Fearing it might be
crushed, she picked it
up and brought it in her
car. She then sent it
back home. She ques-
tioned how anyone
could object to saving
an animal's life. "Those
who bite are sitting in
Parliament and running
the government. Isn't
there a problem with
that? If they care for an
animal, it becomes a
topic of discussion,"
Chowdhary said.

BJP demands action
against Congress MP
Renuka Chowdhary

New Delhi

Gross Goods and Services
Tax (GST) collections in
November rose marginally by
0.7 percent to ?1.70 lakh
crore. Last year, GST revenue
collections were slightly over
?1.69 lakh crore in
November. The decline in
domestic revenues has led to
a decline in GST collections.
The Directorate General of
GST reported on Monday
that the country's GST rev-
enue collections in November
stood at ?1,70,276 crore, a
0.7 percent increase com-
pared to November 2024. Net
GST revenue collections rose
1.3 percent to ?1.52 lakh

crore. Last month, in
October, GST collections
rose 4.6 percent year-on-year
to 1.96 lakh crore  compared
to 1.87 lakh crore in the same
period last year. The total
GST revenue collection of Rs
1,70,276 crore in November
includes CGST of Rs 34,843
crore, SGST of Rs 42,522
crore and IGST of Rs 92,910
crore. The net GST revenue
collection of Rs 1.52 lakh
crore includes CGST of Rs
32,664 crore, SGST of Rs
39,805 crore and IGST of Rs
79,611 crore.According to the
Directorate General of GST,
gross domestic revenue
declined by 2.3 percent to
over Rs 1.24 lakh crore.

Gross GST revenue collec-
tion rises 0.7% to Rs 1.70
lakh crore in November

New Delhi

Only 38.51 percent
voter turnout was
recorded on Sunday in
the by-elections for 12
MCD wards. Despite
political parties' allega-
tions and counter-allega-
tions, local issues, and
the candidates' active
participation, voter apa-
thy disappointed the
candidates. The final
outcome among the 51
candidates contesting
the by-elections for
these 12 wards will be

determined only after
the counting of votes on
Wednesday, December
3rd. Voter turnout in
these wards was approx-
imately 10.5 percent
lower than in the 2022
general elections.
According to the Delhi

State Election
Commission, many
polling stations were
bustling with activity as
soon as voting began in
the morning, and voting
continued until evening,
but the voting pace
remained slow.

38.51 percent voter turnout 

in Delhi MCD by-election
Imphal

Hundreds of people dis-
placed from their homes due
to ethnic violence in
Manipur staged a massive
protest near the Raj Bhavan
in Imphal on Sunday. The
protesters' main demand was
to be allowed to return to
their homes as soon as pos-
sible.Where did the protest-
ers come from?The protest-
ers were from
Churachandpur, Kangpokpi,
Imphal West, and Imphal
East districts. All of them
have been living in relief
camps since ethnic violence
broke out in Manipur in
May 2023. The protesters
chanted slogans .

People displaced due
to ethnic violence in

Manipur protest near
Raj Bhavan

UP Chief Minister Yogi listened to the problems of the peo-

ple in the Janta Darshan organized at his official residence

5- Kalidas Marg, Lucknow and directed the concerned offi-

cials to resolve the public problems on priority basis.

Communication, sensitivity and positivity will
make effective police officers: Chief Minister

Parliament is a platform for nation building,

not an arena for victory-defeat politics: PM

Supreme Court's comment- We cannot sit idle 

New Delhi

With the start of the
winter session of
Parliament, the central
government today
introduced three bills
in the Lok Sabha.
These include the
Manipur Goods and
Services Tax (Second
Amendment) Bill,
2025, the Central
Excise (Amendment)
Bill, 2025, and the
Health Security
National Security Cess
Bill, 2025. However,

Three bills intro-

duced in Lok

Sabha
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Auraiya

District Magistrate
and District Election
Officer Dr. Indramani
Tripathi inspected the
progress of the Special
Intensive Revision
(SIR) programme and
reviewed the ongoing
voter list revision
work in the district.
During the inspection,
he visited Khanpur
Ward under the
Municipal Council
area, where he went
door-to-door to verify
the collection and sub-
mission of enumera-
tion forms. Dr.
Tripathi stressed the

importance of collec-
tive cooperation to
ensure the timely and
successful completion
of the programme. He
instructed officials to
ensure that no eligible
voter is left out of the
electoral roll.
Expressing concern
over slow progress in
certain wards, he
directed the concerned
staff to expedite the
process without delay.
The District Election
Officer issued a strict
warning that any neg-
ligence in duty would
invite complaints and
strict action. He
directed the deployed

personnel and supervi-
sors to conduct daily
reviews of their work
at their respective lev-
els.
He also instructed

that notices be pasted
on the houses of those
who have failed to
return the enumeration
forms. During the
inspection, Sadar
Tehsildar In-charge
Prakash Chaudhary,
Executive Officer of
the Municipal Council
Ram Asrey Kamal,
supervisors, Booth
Level Officers (BLO),
village heads and
other concerned offi-
cials were present.

Vrindavan

On the auspicious occasion
of the 139th birth anniver-
sary of the late Raja
Mahendra Pratap Singh, a
great freedom fighter, revo-
lutionary and social
reformer, a massive "Prem
Dharam Padyatra" (a march
of love and religion) was
organized in Vrindavan on
Monday. A large number of
supporters participated in the
march, which was organized
in support of the demand for
the Bharat Ratna, the coun-
try highest civilian honor,
for Raja Mahendra Pratap
Singh.Pathyatra from KC
Ghat to Samadhi Sthal This
historic march was organ-

ized under the leadership of
Raja Saheb great-grandson,
Kunwar Charat Pratap
Singh. The march began at
10 a.m. from KC Ghat on
the Parikrama Marg. Its pri-
mary objective was to high-
light the incomparable con-
tributions of national leader
Raja Mahendra Pratap

Singh. The march concluded
at the Samadhi Sthal, where
dignitaries and followers
paid tribute to Raja Saheb.
(Great-grandson recalls
Raja Saheb contribution)
Recalling Raja Saheb
immense contribution on this
occasion, Kunwar Charat
Pratap Singh said that Raja

Mahendra Pratap Singh
established the country first
polytechnic, Prem
Mahavidyalaya, in
Vrindavan in 1909. He also
played a key role in the
country independence, estab-
lishing the Provisional
Government of India in
Kabul in 1915. He was a
writer and social reformer
and was also elected as a
Member of Parliament from
Mathura in 1957. Kunwar
Charat Pratap appealed to
citizens to join the march
and strengthen the demand.
Key associates like Lalit
Chaudhary, Arvind
Chaudhary and Dr. JS Jat
played an active role in mak-
ing the event a success.
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Tharwai

An awareness rally was
organized by SIM Nursing
College, a renowned
school in Tharwai, on
World AIDS Day. It was
explained that AIDS
awareness means provid-
ing people with accurate
information about HIV
and AIDS so that they can
protect themselves and
others from this disease.
The awareness rally dis-
pels misconceptions preva-
lent in society and encour-

ages people to seek timely
testing and treatment. HIV

is not spread through
handshakes or hugs, shar-

ing food, water, utensils,
toilets, schools, offices, or
clothes.
It is spread through blood

transfusions, unsafe sex,
and the use of contaminat-
ed needles or syringes.
Teachers from SIM
Nursing College, Jyoti
Gupta, Ankita, and
Aaradhya, who attended
the rally, explained that
people with HIV/AIDS
often face discrimination
and lack of respect in soci-
ety. They hide to get treat-
ment. For which aware-

ness was created through a
rally. In this rally, teachers
and students of SIM
Nursing College, Principal
Deepa of SIM Public
School, Additional
Inspector Paras Nath under
the direction of Inspector
Tharwai Santosh Kumar
Pandey, Women SI Deepti
Mishra, Akanksha
Dwivedi, Meena Kaushal
etc. of Tharwai Police
Station Mission Shakti
team were present and
they were also made
aware.

Auraiya

A tragic incident has
come to light from the
Narayanpur locality of
Auraiya, where a five-
month-old infant died
allegedly due to lack of
timely medical treatment.
The family has accused
the administration of neg-
ligence, claiming that the
child father was engaged
in Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) duty and
was denied leave despite
repeated requests. The
deceased infant, identified
as Shiva, was the son of
Bhole Singh, a regular
sanitation worker.

According to the grieving
father, he had been
deployed for the last five
days on SIR duty in sup-
port of a Booth Level
Officer along with his
regular sanitation work.
During this period, his
five-month-old child was
seriously ill, but due to
the pressure of double
duty, he could not take the
child to the hospital for
proper treatment. Bhole
Singh stated that he
repeatedly informed the
concerned officials about
his child’s critical condi-
tion and sought leave, but
his requests were alleged-
ly ignored. As a result, he

remained trapped between
official responsibilities
and a family medical cri-
sis, which ultimately
proved fatal for the child.
On Sunday morning, the
infant health suddenly
deteriorated. The family
rushed to take him to the
hospital, but by the time
they reached, doctors
declared the child dead.
Following the incident,
the family is in deep grief
and mourning prevails in
the area.Local residents
have demanded a thor-
ough investigation into
the matter. They alleged
that if timely medical care
had been provided.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. In order to facili-
tate traffic during the Magh
Mela 2026, a meeting was held
in the I-Triple C auditorium at
the Mela Authority office,
jointly chaired by Divisional
Commissioner Saumya
Agarwal and Police
Commissioner Joginder Singh,
with all the relevant officials
from the police, transport, fair,
and district administration. The
Divisional Commissioner first
spoke with Google officials
and discussed the possibility of
displaying all the major routes,
bathing ghats, parking areas,
other key locations, and diver-
sion routes during the Magh
Mela on Google Maps. Google
officials informed them that
Road Management Insights
(RMI) could be used for this
purpose, and the Google Maps
team would soon connect with
the Mela administration via
video conferencing for further
action. Road Management
Insights (RMI), a service on
the Google Maps platform,
provides data on traffic speed,
duration, and congestion for
road and traffic management.
The increased use of taxis and
minibuses during the fair was
also discussed to improve the
district's traffic system. The

fair administration has already
initiated work to engage com-
panies like Ola, Uber, and
Rapido through tenders.
Inquiry was sought about the
arrangements being made by
the Water Police to prevent
drowning incidents, and offi-
cials informed that this time,
40 divers and six substations
are being set up. One team
each from the SDRF and
NDRF will also patrol and
ensure security at all locations.
To ensure that boatmen do not
overcharge pilgrims, Public
Works Department officials
were instructed to require boat-
men to compulsorily print the
permissible rates and helpline
numbers on their boats, and
only after verifying them will
they issue testing certificates.
Strict action will be taken
against any boatman found

operating without a certificate.
The committee formed with a
view to further improve the
signage system was instructed
to immediately start the work
of marking the gaps and
installing signage on the main
roads connecting the city and
other districts. Apart from this,
instructions were also given to
consider increasing the number
of fire engines in various sec-
tors with a view to prevent fire
incidents in the fair area or to
reduce the response time of
extinguishing them in case of
incidents.Additional
Commissioner of Police Dr.
Ajaypal, Fair Officer Rishiraj,
Fair Superintendent of Police
Neeraj Pandey, Additional Fair
Officer Dayanand Prasad and
other concerned departmental
officers were also present in
the meeting.

In order to facilitate traffic during the Magh

Mela 2026, a meeting regarding the traffic

movement plan was held under the joint

chairmanship of the Divisional Commissioner

and the Police Commissioner

Auraiya District Election Officer Inspects

Revision Work, Orders Notices to Be

Served at Homes of Defaulters

A "Prem Dharam Padyatra" (a march of love and religion)

was organized under the leadership of Raja Mahendra

Pratap great-grandson to demand the Bharat Ratna for him

Akhand Bharat
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Prayagraj. District
Magistrate Manish
Kumar Verma honored
19 BLOs who performed
outstandingly under the
Special Intensive
Revision Program in the
Sangam Auditorium on
Monday with certificates
and wall clocks. He told
the BLOs who performed
well that they are an

inspiration to others. He
urged them to motivate
other BLOs working with
them to complete the
mapping work with the
2003 voter list as per the
Commission's instruc-
tions with 100% expedi-
tiously. The District
Magistrate commended
the BLOs' work and
encouraged them to con-
tinue their excellent work
in the future. The BLOs
to be honoured include

Pushpalata Srivastava,
Chhaya Mishra, Rita
Devi Yadav, Krishna
Kumar of Assembly
Constituency 254-
Phaphamau, Alia Bano,
Sunita Devi of 255-
Soraon, Ram Sajeevan
Yadav of 256-Phulpur,
Geeta Devi, Vidya Devi
Maurya of 257-Pratappur,
Saurabh Singh of 258-
Handiya, Ravi Shankar
Yadav of 259-Meja,
Shyam Babu of 260-

Karchana, Satya Prakash
Kharwar, Zarina
Khatoon, Amar Bahadur
Singh of 261-Allahabad
West, Suryaraj Singh,
Santosh Kumar of 264-
Bara and Arvind Kumar
and Krishnakant of 265-
Koraon.On this occasion,
Deputy District Election
Officer Mrs. Pooja
Mishra along with other
officers/employees relat-
ed to the election were
present.

Five-Month-Old Infant Dies in

Auraiya, Family Alleges Negligence

Due to Father SIR Duty

DM Magistrate honored 19 BLOs who

performed outstandingly under the

SIR Revision Program with certificates
BLOs who performed well should motivate other BLOs to com-

plete the mapping work 100% expeditiously - District Magistrate

Bidhuna/Auraiya

Police have registered a case against
12 persons, including five named
and seven unidentified individuals,
in connection with a violent clash
that erupted over a dispute related to
the hiring of a truck driver in
Bidhuna. Several people were
injured in the incident and were
referred to the Auraiya District
Hospital for treatment. The incident

occurred around 9:15 pm on Friday
night near the residence of
Kanhaiyalal Tripathi in Bidhuna.
The complaint was lodged at
Bidhuna police station by Saksham,
son of Ajay Kumar, a resident of the
town. According to the complaint,
Saksham brother Prashant Kumar
had parked his truck loaded with
morang (construction material). At
that time, Dharmendra and Ovendra,
residents of Adarsh Nagar and sons

of Uday Pratap, arrived at the spot
and questioned Prashant as to why
he had hired their truck driver. The
altercation soon turned violent when
Dharmendra and Ovendra allegedly
attacked Prashant with hockey sticks
and iron rods, leaving him seriously
injured. On hearing Prashant cries,
his father Ajay Kumar, uncle Girish,
nephew Surya and brother Amit
rushed to his rescue. The accused
then allegedly called Ishu and

Ayush, sons of Dharmendra Kumar,
Rahul, son of Ovendra, along with
seven unidentified persons. All 12
attackers reportedly assaulted the
family members. It has been alleged
that Dharmendra and Ishu attempted
to strangulate Prashant, while Rahul,
Ovendra and Ayush struck Ajay
Kumar on the head with hockey
sticks and iron rods. Manju Devi
also sustained injuries while trying
to intervene.

Clash Over Truck Driver Hiring in Bidhuna, Case Filed Against 12 Including Five Named

SIM Nursing College organized an
awareness rally on World AIDS Day
The primary objective of this awareness campaign is to spread the mes-

sage to the public - Director, Engineer L.B. Maurya
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Ranjita Singh 
Lucknow
Kerala has become the first
state in India to criminalize
reheating used cooking oil.
Now, regulations have been
made for hotels, restaurants,
street food vendors and
other food businesses in the
state, requiring them to
reuse cooking oil no more
than three times. Violating
this rule could result in a fine
of up to ?1 lakh.The Food
and Safety Commissionerate
of Kerala has taken this strict
action because repeatedly
reusing oil is extremely

harmful to health. Reheating
oil repeatedly creates toxic
compounds that can cause
cancer, heart disease, and
other serious illnesses.
Furthermore, rancid and
reheated oil impairs both the
taste and quality of food and
negatively impacts people
health.Under this rule, any-
one who uses cooking oil
more than three times will
be required to surrender it
to authorized agencies,
which will convert this oil
into biodiesel and other
environmentally friendly
products instead of recycling

it. Experiments under this
initiative have already begun
in several locations in Kerala,
where thousands of liters of
used oil are being collected
monthly.
This rule is considered an
important step towards
ensuring food safety as well
as environmental protection.
The state government has
directed all catering busi-
nesses to comply with this
rule and regular inspections
are being conducted to
ensure clean and safe food
for the public.This initiative
in Kerala can serve as an

inspiration for other states in
the country that want to
take serious steps to
improve public health and
the environment. This rule
will not only improve food
quality but will also reduce
the health hazards caused by
the harmful effects of recy-
cled oil.Thus, Kerala has once
again demonstrated its com-
mitment to public health and
environmental protection by
banning reheating of used
oil, setting a unique example
which is expected to be
widely adopted in the coun-
try in the times to come.

It delivered two Ming-class submarines to
Bangladesh in 2017, gifted a P625 frigate to Sri
Lanka in 2019, and committed to exporting
Yuan-class submarines to Thailand. Although
the Thai deal encountered difficulties when
Germany refused to supply key propulsion
components. Thailand decided to proceed with
the acquisition, underscoring China’s persist-
ence in maintaining its naval export commit-
ments. Additionally, Pakistan is set to acquire at
least eight Hangor-class submarines and other
naval equipment from Beijing, further enhanc-
ing China’s presence in the region. India has
increasingly aligned itself with Western naval
powers to address maritime challenges
through collaborative efforts. France was
among its earliest Western partners, and the
countries’ cooperation has grown stronger over
time. India also participates in joint maritime
missions with European nations and European
Union Naval Force (EUNAVFOR) initiatives such
as Operation Atlanta and Aspides.
Furthermore, India contributes to significant
maritime security dialogues such as the
Coordinated Maritime Presence (CMP) and
Enhancing Security Cooperation In And With
Asia (ESIWA). India’s 2023 inclusion in the
Combined Maritime Forces (CMF), led by the
US Central Command, underscores its dedica-
tion to enhancing collaborative security in the
western Indian Ocean. The IFC-IOR exemplifies
India’s commitment to collective security, even
though it remains a preliminary step toward a
more robust maritime security framework.
Advancing to the next level will require India to
engage in the technically complex task of real-
time information sharing through secure legal
frameworks beyond Open-Source Intelligence
(OSINT). The Quad’s Indo-Pacific Maritime
Domain Awareness (IPMDA) initiative high-
lights the challenges in achieving seamless
data-sharing capabilities. To counter hybrid
threats and protect critical infrastructure, India
must prioritise sharing vital intelligence and
deploying unmanned systems for coordinated
surveillance. Strengthening such partnerships
will bolster India’s naval capabilities and con-
tribute to broader maritime security across the
Indian Ocean Region. The commissioning of
new naval platforms marks a significant mile-
stone for India but also highlights persistent
challenges, particularly in achieving technolog-
ical self-reliance in engine manufacturing.
Although the INS Surat, INS Nilgiri, and INS
Vagsheer were designed by India’s Warship
Design Bureau and built by Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited, their engines were pro-
cured from foreign manufacturers, exposing a
critical dependence on external sources. INS
Surat, the fourth and final ship of the P15B
Guided Missile Destroyer Project, employs a
Combined Gas Turbine and Gas Turbine
(COGAG) propulsion system. This system uses
Me6E and DT-59 reversible engines sourced
from Ukraine’s Zorya Mashproekt, a key suppli-
er for India’s frontline warships. Despite the
ongoing war in Ukraine, India has continued to
rely on Zorya, underscoring the critical nature
of this dependence. To secure the supply chain,
Bharat Forge acquired a 51 per cent stake in
Zorya’s India arm in 2023. Similarly, INS Nilgiri,
the first ship of the P17A Stealth Frigate
Project, launched in 2019, uses a Combined
Diesel and Gas (CODAG) propulsion system.
This system incorporates LM2500 engines from
General Electric in the US and MAN diesel
engines from Germany, further emphasising
India’s reliance on imported technology
despite its strong indigenous design
capabilities. INS Vagsheer, the
sixth and final submarine of the
P75 Scorpene project devel-
oped in collaboration with
France, also depends on

With tax revenue growth
slowing in the last few
months, the possibility of an
upside earlier expected on
the revenue front may be
receding rapidly. Revenue
expenditure is also rising at a
rate higher than the budget-
ed 6 per cent. If the fiscal
deficit target of 4.9 per cent
of gross domestic product
(GDP) has to be met for
2024-25, which the govern-
ment must in view of the
uncertainties and challenges
emerging both domestically
and globally, the finance
ministry may see in the com-
position of the current year’s
capex a sliver of hope. The
finance ministry should not
spend ~0.83 trillion for equi-
ty infusion into BSNL.
Instead, it should ask the
telephone company to raise
resources from the market.
The ministry should also
desist from spending the
remaining ~0.6 trillion ear-
marked for capital allocation
to new schemes. Saving
about ~1.43 trillion (a little
less than half a percent of
GDP) will be a cushion
against other expenditure
slippages and revenue short-
fall. Not too many tears
would be shed for a squeeze
on capex if the hit is primari-
ly on infusing equity into a
state-owned enterprise and
on new schemes that are yet
to be announced. Quite iron-
ically, a slowdown in the gov-
ernment’s capex may well
turn out to be an opportuni-
ty.
capital expenditure (capex)

continues to be a cause for
concern. Of course, the
extent of its decline has
reduced somewhat — from
35 per cent at the end of the

first quarter of the current
financial year to 15 per cent
at the end of six months. But
the latest number for the
April-November 2024-25
period shows that the Union
government’s capex was still
12 per cent lower than what
it was in the same period of
2023-24. Instead of aiming
for the targeted 17 per cent
growth to ~11.11 trillion in
capex for 2024-25, the gov-
ernment will have to strive
hard to at least cross the fig-
ure of ~9.48 trillion reached
last year. What has led to this
decline? A widely held view
is that the seven-phase gen-
eral elections, which began
on April 19 and ended on
June 1 last year, caused a
slowdown in capex. But if
that indeed is the reason, the
decline in capex in the first
quarter should have been
reversed in the second quar-
ter of 2024-25. And certainly,
the first two months of the
third quarter should have
raised the trajectory of capex
growth to a higher level.
There has been some
improvement, but a 12 per
cent decline in the April-
November 2024-25 period is
no comfort. Look at the
slightly different trajectory
seen in the Union govern-

ment’s revenue expenditure
growth during the same peri-
od. The Budget for 2024-25
had projected a rise of over 6
per cent to ~37.1 trillion in
revenue expenditure. At the
end of June 2024, the growth
was just about 2 per cent,
but it has been rising since
then, reaching 4.2 per cent
by the end of the first six
months of 2024-25 and
climbing even higher to 7.8
per cent during April-
November 2024-25. So, if
revenue expenditure has
gained momentum, why has
capex failed to follow suit? A
close analysis of the govern-
ment’s capex numbers pres-
ents an interesting picture.
Over 90 per cent of the
Centre’s total capex during
2024-25 was accounted for
by just six sectors — roads,
railways, defence, telecom,
transfer to states and new
schemes. Their share in total
capex in 2023-24 was a little
less at 87 per cent. But the
12 per cent decline in the
first eight months of 2024-25
is primarily the result of a
marked slowdown in only
two of these six areas —
roads and defence, which
accounted for over 40 per
cent of the total capex outlay
for 2024-25. Capex on the

construction of roads and
highways fell by 16 per cent,
while defence saw a decline
of 15 per cent. This is serious
and has worrying implica-
tions for both infrastructure
and defence. The problem of
slowing expenditure in these
two areas should not have
been difficult to fix. Either
effective monitoring of
spending is lacking, or there
are serious problems with
project execution, reflecting
the poor expenditure-
absorbing capacity of these
two sectors. This is borne out
by a relatively good perform-
ance of the Indian Railways,
which accounts for over 22
per cent of this year’s capex.
At ~1.68 trillion, the Indian
Railways’ capex is just about
1 per cent lower than its
spending during April-
November 2023. With regard
to the transfer of special
assistance as loans to states
for their capex and addition-
al central assistance for their
externally aided projects, the
Union government’s per-
formance was slightly better.
In the April-November 2024-
25 period, these transfers
rose by about 5 per cent,
although much lower than
the budgeted increase of 41
per cent. 

In contrast, such trans-
fers during the entire 2023-
24 had risen sharply by
about 24 per cent to ~1.15
trillion. It appears that these
transfers will take a hit in the
current year and for the first
time since this initiative to
help states boost their capex
was undertaken a couple of
years ago. Significantly, this
has not yet adversely impact-
ed the states in a big way.
The capex of 25 states

(accounting for 95 per cent
of all the states’ and Union
territories’ total capex budg-
et) has risen by just about 1
per cent in the April-
November 2024-25 period,
although states like Andhra
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Kerala, Mizoram, Odisha,
Telangana, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, and West
Bengal saw their capex fall by
varying margins. Eventually,
however, this will have an
adverse impact on the states’
capex programme and its
growth-enhancing effect.
There are two more sectors
that account for another 13
per cent of the Centre’s capi-
tal expenditure budget. But
they bring out an intriguing
aspect of why the govern-
ment’s capex has been slow-
ing. They suffer from a pecu-
liar problem, which has noth-
ing to do with either the rel-
evant sectors’ expenditure-
absorbing capacity or the
absence of effective expendi-
ture monitoring. The bulk of
the capex under telecommu-
nications was meant for
infusing equity into state-
owned Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Ltd, or BSNL. Of the
total capex of ~0.84 trillion,
the proposed amount for
BSNL’s equity infusion
accounted for as much as
~0.83 trillion. 
But the total expenditure u
nder this head in the first

eight months of 2024-25 is
only 6 percent of what has
been budgeted. In other
words, a decision to transfer
the equity amount promised
to BSNL would increase the
government’s capex by a sig-
nificant margin. Why this
money has not been trans-
ferred is puzzling. 

Looking back at India’s reform story
of more than three decades, it is
worthwhile to recall that economic
liberalisation of the 1990s had a few
implicit assumptions of how an econ-
omy should function and grow on a
sustainable basis. One of those
assumptions followed from the gov-
ernment decision to allow the private
sector to operate in areas that were
hitherto monopolised by state-
owned enterprises. Under such liber-
alisation, it was assumed that while
the government would continue to
frame policies for areas opened up to
the private sector, the regulation or
enforcement of those policies would
be undertaken by independent regu-
lators through rules framed by them.
A classic example of this thinking was
India’s telecommunications sector
that was opened up to the private
sector in the early 1990s. This was fol-
lowed by the setting up of the
Telecommunication Regulatory
Authority of India or Trai a few years
later. Subsequently, the business of
basic telephone services, run in large
parts of the country by a government
department, was hived off to a newly
created state-owned enterprise.
Something similar, in varying degrees,
happened in other areas such as the
insurance, airports, and power sec-
tors. In addition, the Competition
Commission of India (CCI) was set up
to regulate and adjudicate upon
issues of market dominance and
practices that undermined competi-
tion in various sectors. The principle
was clear: Let the government frame
the policy (and not run a business),
while independent regulatory bodies
could enforce the policy by framing
necessary rules. Another implicit
assumption behind such a separation
of responsibilities between the gov-
ernment and the regulators was
about who should steer those regula-
tory bodies. To impart autonomy and
independence to these institutions
and insulate them from government
interference, the pool of talent for

hiring key personnel was widened.
Experts and private-sector profes-
sionals in related fields, along with
even retired members of the judiciary
(though under some pressure as was
seen when the legislation for setting
up the CCI was framed), were among
those the government believed could
be hired to head these regulatory
institutions. Thus, the first chairper-
son of the Central Electricity
Regulatory Commission was an econ-
omist. Trai was set up under the
chairmanship of a retired judge and
its next chairperson was a former
banker. Even the first capital market
regulator was a banker in the late
1980s, and the first chairperson of
the insurance sector regulator was a
former chairman of the Central Board
of Direct Taxes. The first full-fledged
chairperson of the CCI was a retired
Indian Administrative Services (IAS)
officer. So, there was a mix of regula-
tory heads chosen from a pool of
experts from both the government
and the private sector. In spite of a
few civil servants heading these insti-
tutions, the idea that continued to be
pursued was to insulate regulation
from the stranglehold or influence of
the political executive. The third sig-
nificant aspect of regulation in the
early days of economic reforms was
the framing of rules for appointing
heads of regulatory bodies in a way
that effectively ruled out conflicts of
interest. 

Thus, a regulator would usually not
be considered for another job in the
government system after the comple-
tion of his or her term. The idea was
that the regulator should be able to
act freely and fairly without any
expectation of assignments from the
government or the private sector.
Indeed, one of the regulators under
the law was, until recently, barred
from accepting any government job
after having served in that regulatory
post. These were guardrails to pre-
serve the integrity and independence
of regulators. 

first capital market regulator was a

banker in the late 1980s

“Further, adoption of batteries to
substitute use of diesel generators
for back-up power should receive
incentives and policy support given
their role in reducing dependence on
imports,” he said. While the govern-
ment is increasingly working towards
enhancing the country’s RE capacity,
the distribution and transmission
infrastructure for its evacuation still
needs to be strengthened. With the
peak demand for power growing at a
rate of 8-9% annually, the industry is
looking forward to strengthening of
climate resilient infrastructure aug-
mentation. “One can expect new
allocations towards augmentation of
power distribution infrastructure,
especially in high density/ urban load
centres, in view of the sharp rise in
peak demand over the last few
years,” said Anujesh Dwivedi, Partner
at Deloitte India. He noted that there
may be some allocation towards sup-

porting the preparatory work espe-
cially on the listing of power utilities,
or some incentive mechanism for
promoting initiatives on private sec-
tor participation or listing of utilities
at the state level because they are
increasingly being seen as the much
needed structural reforms the sector
needs. The industry is optimistic of a
wider coverage of the Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme by
including smart metering in infra-
structure definition.
“This would direct more financing

for a sector which seeks to bring
down India’s transmission and distri-
bution losses to 12% and improve
recovery for state utilities,” Goyal
said. Goyal also noted that power
transmission despite significant
potential has not seen any notable
monetisation events which could
address the latent investor demand.
“Government should announce.

Government is increasingly
working towards enhancing

the country’s RE capacity

India’s reliance on import-

ed technology despite its

strong indigenous

Not too many tears would be shed for a squeeze

on capex if the hit is primarily on infusing equity

Kerala has become the first state in India to

criminalize reheating used cooking oil
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