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Barabanki

Under the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan, a block-
level “Hamara Aangan–Hamare Bachche” festi-
val was organized at Sundar Lal
Mahavidyalaya, Aurela, in Sirauligauspur. The
program was inaugurated by Chief Guest for-
mer MLA Sharad Kumar Awasthi, Special
Guest District Basic Education Officer Naveen
Kumar Pathak and Block Education Officer
Fiza Mirza by offering garlands at the idol of
Goddess Saraswati. During the event, profi-
cient students and their parents were honored.
On this occasion, BJP Mandal President
Sandeep Kumar Rawat, Mandal General
Secretary Amit Kumar Pandey Ramji, Rajesh
Awasthi, Child Development Project Officer
Archana Verma, SRG Avadhesh Kumar Pandey,
Naveen Mishra, along with many other digni-
taries, teachers, Anganwadi workers and a large
number of parents were present.

Block-Level “Hamara

Aangan–Hamare

Bachche” Festival

Organized

Bahraich

Under the aegis of the
Agriculture Department, a one-
day district-level Traditional
Agricultural Development
Scheme and Millets Recipe pro-
gram was organized at the
Krishi Bhawan premises on the
auspicious occasion of the birth
anniversary of Bharat Ratna and
former Prime Minister, late
Chaudhary Charan Singh. The
program was inaugurated by
District Panchayat Chairperson
Manju Singh and District
Magistrate Akshay Tripathi by
garlanding and lighting a lamp
before the portrait of Bharat
Ratna and former Prime
Minister, late Chaudhary
Charan Singh.During the pro-
gram, the District Panchayat
Chairperson and the District
Magistrate inspected the exhibi-

tion and stalls of various depart-
ments set up in the Krishi
Bhawan premises and appreci-
ated them. The exhibition fea-
tured an attractive display of
natural and organic products by
farmer producer organizations
of the district. Exhibitions relat-
ed to agriculture, horticulture,

animal husbandry, fisheries, ser-
iculture, sugarcane department,
millets recipes and organic
farming were also set up.On
this occasion, a total of 41
farmers and recipe participants,
including 8 from the
Agriculture Department, 6 from
the Horticulture Department, 4

from the Sericulture
Department, 4 from the
Fisheries Department, 2 from
the Sugarcane Department, 2
each from Krishi Vigyan
Kendra Bahraich and Nanpara,
3 from Millets (Sawa and Ragi)
and 6 selected beneficiaries of
the Millets Recipe program,
were honored with Kisan
Samman Certificates and
shawls.Addressing the program,
District Panchayat Chairperson
Manju Singh congratulated the
honored farmers and said that
the farmers of the district are
doing commendable work in
promoting organic and natural
farming. She extended her best
wishes to all the farmers, offi-
cers and employees on the
occasion of Farmers Honor Day
and said that by honoring late
Chaudhary Charan Singh with
the Bharat Ratna, the govern-

ment has proved its commit-
ment towards farmers.District
Magistrate Akshay Tripathi con-
gratulated the honored farmers
and said that the efforts of the
farmers will inspire other farm-
ers and increase their income.
He appreciated the work being
done by the agriculture and
allied departments and inspect-
ed the Krishi Bhawan office and
the Millets Gallery.Deputy
Director of Agriculture Vinay
Kumar Verma congratulated the
farmers who achieved the high-
est productivity and urged the
farmers present to adopt poison-
free farming. Detailed informa-
tion was also provided about
the schemes run by the agricul-
ture department.
In the seminar, senior scientists
and chairpersons Dr. CPN
Gautam and Dr. Shailendra
Singh emphasized the adoption

of natural farming along with
increased production.The pro-
gram was attended by former
BJP district president
Chandrabhan Singh Sanchit,
progressive farmer Babban
Singh, Munnalal Verma (BRC
Central Director), District
Sugarcane Officer, Veterinary
Officer Mohd. Shakeel,
Assistant Director Fisheries
Baburam, Assistant Director
Sericulture M.K. Singh, District
Agricultural Protection Officer
Priyananda, Soil Conservation
Officer Dr. Saurabh Verma,
Sub-Divisional Agricultural
Extension Officer Shishir
Kumar Verma, Junior Engineer
Agriculture Nitin Kumar
Maurya, Soil Testing Chairman
Ashutosh Pandey, along with
officers and employees of the
agriculture department and hun-
dreds of farmers.

Prayagraj. On the occa-
sion of the birth anniver-
sary of Bharat Ratna and
former Prime Minister,
late Chaudhary Charan
Singh, Kisan Samman
Diwas (Farmers' Honor
Day) was organized on
Tuesday at the District
Panchayat Auditorium,
Prayagraj. The program
was presided over by the
District Magistrate of
Prayagraj, while Nirmala
Paswan, District
President of BJP
Gangapar, was present as
the special guest. The
program commenced
with the lighting of the
lamp.On this occasion,
26 progressive male and
female farmers who have
done outstanding work
under the Agriculture,
Animal Husbandry,
Fisheries, and
Horticulture departments
of the district were hon-
ored by the District
Magistrate with certifi-
cates of appreciation,
shawls, and cash prizes.
A cash prize of ?7000
was given for the first
prize and ?5000 for the
second prize.Addressing
the program, the District
Magistrate said that late
Chaudhary Charan Singh
was a true messiah of the
farmers. His contribution

to land reforms, abolition
of the zamindari system,
and granting land rights
to farmers has been his-
toric. He said that the
benefits of the schemes
run by the central and
state governments are
being delivered directly
to the farmers through
DBT (Direct Benefit
Transfer). He appealed to
all farmers to adopt
organic and natural farm-
ing and to compulsorily
register themselves in the
Farmer Registry.Joint
Director of Agriculture,
Santosh Kumar Rai,
highlighted the life and
farmer-friendly works of
Chaudhary Charan Singh
and called for extending
the benefits of depart-
mental schemes to as
many farmers as possi-
ble.Deputy Director of
Agriculture, Pawan
Kumar Vishwakarma,
welcomed the guests and

described the achieve-
ments of the farmers as a
source of inspiration.On
this occasion, Shipra,
Deputy Director
(Agriculture) Prayagraj
Division, K.K. Singh,
District Agriculture
Officer, Mukesh Kumar,
District Agricultural
Protection Officer,
Surendra Pratap Singh,
Soil Conservation
Officer, Vikas Mishra,
Additional District
Agriculture Officer,
District Horticulture
Officer, Assistant
Director Fisheries,
Additional Chief
Veterinary Officer, Lead
District Manager,
Executive Engineer
Irrigation Belan,
Executive Engineer
Electricity and Water
Corporation, along with
other departmental offi-
cers were present on the
dais.

Farmers are the backbone of
the nation, benefits of schemes
reach farmers directly - DM
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Prayagraj. A meeting of
the Uttar Pradesh Education
Service Selection
Commission was held
today, Tuesday. ??The
meeting discussed the post-
ponement of the UP TET
(Teacher Eligibility Test)
scheduled for January 29
and 30. The next date for
this examination will be
decided soon. This was the
first meeting held after the
joining of former UP DGP
and newly appointed
Chairman of the
Commission, Prashant
Kumar. There had been a
long-standing uncertainty
regarding this examination.
More than 1.5 million can-
didates are affected by this
postponement.  In addition,
the meeting also discussed
the pending interviews after
the Assistant Professor
examination under adver-
tisement number 51. A deci-
sion will be taken after an
investigation into this mat-
ter.Vigilance System to be
Implemented in the
Education Service Selection
CommissionIn the meeting,
it was decided to establish
an internal vigilance system
to bring transparency to the
commission's activities and
to monitor other examina-

tion-related tasks. Chairman
Prashant Kumar said that a
vigilance officer will also
be appointed in the com-
mission for this purpose.
The meeting also discussed
the TGT-PGT examinations.
The examination controller
has been directed to study
the examination calendars
of other commissions and
recruitment agencies and
prepare a timetable for the
recently postponed TGT-
PGT and TET examina-
tions, and present it to the
commission, based on
which the commission can
announce the dates for these
important examinations.
The chairman also empha-
sized that the process of
selecting examination cen-
ters and various agencies
for conducting upcoming
examinations should be
conducted in a transparent
manner. In this regard, the
Deputy Secretary and

Public Relations Officer of
the Commission, Sanjay
Kumar Singh, said that the
TET examination was dis-
cussed in today's meeting. It
will be completely clarified
in the meeting next month.
It is not possible to say at
this time whether the TET
examination will be held or
not. The TET exam was
held on January 21,
2022.Previously, the UP
TET exam, scheduled for
November 28, 2021, was
canceled due to a paper
leak. After much effort, the
exam was finally conducted
on January 21, 2022.  Since
then, the exam had not been
held again. A large number
of candidates are waiting
for this exam.  A few
months ago, the commis-
sion had announced January
29 and 30, 2025, as the
dates for the exam.
However, the commission's
chairperson, Prof. Kirti
Pandey, resigned from her
post. The delay in appoint-
ing a new chairperson
caused the exam to be post-
poned again. On Saturday,
Prashant Kumar took
charge as the new chairman
of the commission. A deci-
sion regarding the exam
was made in the first meet-
ing held after his appoint-
ment. 

Fortis Manesar Launches da Vinci

Xi Robotic Surgery System

UP-TET Exam Postponed, New

Date to be Announced Soon

Gurugram

Artemis Hospitals
has achieved a sig-
nificant milestone in
the medical field by
successfully per-
forming two com-
plex and life-saving
lung transplants. The
recipients included
one foreign and one
Indian patient, both
of whom received a
new lease on life
through this proce-
dure. This achieve-
ment highlights the
hospital expertise
and advanced facili-
ties in lung trans-
plantation.The aim
of these transplants
is to make lung
transplantation more
accessible to patients
in North India, elim-
inating the need for
them to travel to
South India for treat-
ment. This also
reduces the physical,
mental and financial
burden on patients
and their families.Dr.

Devalina
Chakraborty,
Managing Director
of Artemis Hospitals
Group, said, “Organ
transplantation is not
just a medical proce-
dure, but an opportu-
nity to restart life.
These two successful
cases demonstrate

the commitment and
expertise of our
team.”The foreign
patient, John Andrew
Molenthial, a 54-
year-old from
Trinidad and Tobago,
suffered from a
severe lung disease
and required contin-
uous oxygen support.

His condition was
complex, as there
was a high risk of
organ rejection. The
medical team pre-
pared him for sur-
gery through
immune-modulating
therapy and physio-
therapy. After
receiving a donor
lung from Jalandhar,
the organ was trans-
ported to Gurugram
via a green corridor
and a successful
transplant was per-
formed on December
3rd. Within a few
weeks he was able to
walk on his own.The
second transplant
was performed on
Pushpendra Kumar
an IT executive from
Uttar Pradesh, who
suffered from
advanced interstitial
lung disease. 
After arriving at

Artemis in
September, his treat-
ment focused on
improving his physi-
cal capacity. He

underwent a success-
ful transplant in
November and is
now able to breathe
without difficulty
and perform his
daily activities.The
entire process
involved Dr.
Sandeep...  The team
of expert doctors
included Dr. Attavar,
Dr. Biswaroop
Purkayastha, Dr.
Shweta Bansal and
Dr. Kuldeep Singh.
The doctors
explained that lung
transplantation can
be life-saving for
patients suffering
from end-stage lung
disease, provided
there is proper eval-
uation, a suitable
donor, and family
support.These suc-
cessful transplants
not only saved two
lives but also
demonstrated that
organ
donation can give

new hope to many
more lives.

Artemis Hospitals Successfully Performs
Two Lung Transplants

Manesar

Fortis Hospital,
Manesar has launched
the state-of-the-art da
Vinci Xi Robotic
Surgical System, the
first of its kind in
Southern Haryana.
This makes advanced,
minimally invasive
surgery facilities
available in the region
for cancer, urology,
gynecology and gen-
eral surgery.With this
technology, patients
from Manesar and
surrounding districts
will no longer need to
travel to larger cities
for complex surgeries.
The da Vinci Xi sys-
tem provides surgeons
with high-definition
3D vision, instru-
ments with 540-
degree articulation,
tremor filtration and
extreme precision,
enabling safer surger-
ies with smaller inci-
sions. 
This results in less

bleeding, less pain,
fewer complications
and faster

recovery.Recently, a
23-year-old woman
underwent successful
surgery for colon can-
cer at Fortis Manesar
using this technology,
which prevented the
need for a permanent
colostomy and
allowed the patient to
return to a normal
life.Dr. Vinay Samuel
Gaikwad (Director –
Surgical Oncology)
said that robotic sur-
gery is playing a cru-
cial role in achieving
better outcomes and
organ preservation in
complex cancer cases.
According to Dr.
Ruchir Mahechari
(Director – Urology),
robotic surgery has
become the global

standard in
urology.Dr. Nisha
Agarwal (Director
–Gynecology)
described it as a safer
option with faster
recovery for
women.Dr. Rakesh
Kumar (Additional
Director– General
Surgery) said that this
system will take sur-
gical excellence in the
region to new
heights.Facility
Director Abhijit Singh
stated that this launch
reflects Fortis com-
mitment to providing
advanced healthcare
in emerging
regions.Fortis
Healthcare is one of
the leading providers
of robotic surgery in
India and has per-
formed over 10,000
robotic surgeries to
date.  

With the
launch of da Vinci Xi
in Manesar, patients
in southern Haryana
will now have access
to world-class surgi-
cal care close to their
homes.

Farmers' Honor Day Fair and Exhibition Organized at Krishi Bhawan Premises

Important Decisions Taken in Uttar Pradesh

Education Service Selection Commission

Meeting, Over 1.5 Million Candidates Affected
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In Padila Gram Panchayat of Tharwai/Soraon
development block, a review of the progress on
filling out SIR forms was conducted at the
Panchayat Bhavan on Tuesday. ??The work is
being completed in a timely and transparent man-
ner. During this time, villagers, including women
who had not yet filled out the forms to remain on
the voter list, completed their forms.  They were
assured that the voters' SIR forms would be com-
pleted as quickly as possible. Present on the occa-
sion were Gram Pradhan Ram Achal Yadav, BLO
Rekha, and members of the verification team
including verification officer Divya Mishra,
Regional Forest Officer Soraon, Senior Forest
Guard Shailesh Kumar, Forest Guard Vikas
Singh, Shiva Balendu Pandey, and Supervisor
Santosh Kumar. 

Rapid progress on SIR
forms in Padila Gram

Panchayat

Tharwai

A major theft
occurred two days
ago in Katiyahi
Muhammadpur vil-
lage under the
Tharwai police sta-
tion area.  The
police, SOG
Prayagraj, and
Gangapur surveil-
lance teams are
investigating the
matter. The STF
team has also joined

the investigation.
DCP Gangapur
Kuldeep Singh
Gunawat and ACP
Tharwai Arun
Parashar visited the
crime scene again on

Monday and were
seriously investigat-
ing the case from all
angles. On Tuesday,
STF teams were also
deployed to appre-
hend the criminals as
soon as possible.
ACP Tharwai Arun
arashar said that the
matter is being
investigated and the
criminals responsible
for the incident will
soon be in police
custody.

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj. The first
Rapido bike registration
camp, organized under
the aegis of the
Transport Department,
was inaugurated today at
the DTI premises in
Naini by Divisional
Commissioner Soumya
Agarwal. The main
objective of this camp
was to register young
people on the Rapido
platform to provide safe,
convenient, and disci-
plined transportation
facilities to devotees
during the Magh Mela.
These registered riders
will provide bike servic-
es to devotees at rates
fixed by Rapido during
the Mela period. On the
occasion of the inaugura-
tion, the Divisional
Commissioner adminis-
tered a road safety
pledge to all the partici-
pants and guests and
described it as an impor-
tant employment oppor-
tunity for the youth. She
said that such innova-

tions during large reli-
gious gatherings help
improve the traffic sys-
tem and also empower
young people to become
self-reliant. On the first
day, approximately 125
registrations were com-
pleted through this
camp. Another camp was
also set up by the Rapido
company at Allahabad
University, where
approximately 75 regis-
trations were completed
on the first day.Keeping
in mind the transporta-
tion needs of a large
number of devotees dur-
ing the Magh Mela, the
Mela administration is
trying to facilitate traffic
through two-wheeler
operators.  This will pro-

vide quick and conven-
ient transportation to
devotees in crowded
areas and help reduce
traffic congestion in the
Mela area. Senior offi-
cials of the Transport
Department, along with
District Magistrate
Prayagraj Manish Verma,
Vice Chairman of
Prayagraj Development
Authority and Mela
Officer Rishiraj, and
Municipal Commissioner
Selam Sai Teja also par-
ticipated in the program.
All the officers appreci-
ated this initiative and
described it as extremely
useful for the successful,
well-organized, and safe
conduct of the Magh
Mela.

Tribal Man Brutally Murdered in Koraon

TownMissing Youth's Body Found in a

Well in Kheeri on the Fifth Day

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Koraon, Prayagraj: The body of a
missing youth has been recovered
from a well in the Kheeri police sta-
tion area of Prayagraj. Sushil alias
Munde, a 28-year-old resident of
Ward No. 8 of Koraon Nagar
Panchayat, went missing on Friday.
Five days later, on Tuesday afternoon
around 2 pm, his body was found in a
well in Khunta village. The police have sent the body for
post-mortem. The deceased's family has accused the police of
negligence, saying that Sushil's life could have been saved if
timely action had been taken. According to the information
given, Sushil alias Munde, son of Jagdish, had gone with
Mahesh Jaiswal from his neighborhood on Friday in connec-
tion with some bail matter. The family says that Mahesh
returned home the same day, but Sushil did not. After this,
the family suspected foul play. Sushil's elder brother, Satish,
had filed a complaint against Mahesh Jaiswal at the Koraon
police station. The family alleges that the police were negli-
gent in this matter and did not take any concrete action.
Consequently, on Tuesday, the fifth day of his disappearance,
Sushil's body was recovered from a well in Khunta village of
the Kheeri police station area. Upon receiving the informa-
tion, the police reached the spot and had the body removed
from the well.The deceased Sushil's wife Seema, mother
Chandrakali, sister Gudiya, and one-year-old son Shreyansh
are inconsolable. His sister Gudiya alleged that Mahesh bru-
tally murdered her brother by slitting his throat. She also
claimed that if the Koraon police had acted promptly, her
brother's life could have been saved and he could have been
found alive. Sushil was the second of three brothers. The
deceased's family and people from the neighborhood say that
if the police had shown promptness after receiving the com-
plaint and interrogated Mahesh strictly, Sushil's life could
have been saved. The deceased's mother, Chandrakali,
alleged on Tuesday at 5 PM that the police had not ques-
tioned Mahesh, which led to her son's murder. Similarly,
local residents allege that many incidents have occurred and
continue to occur in the Koraon area, but FIRs are not regis-
tered promptly. This, they claim, often leads to more serious
incidents later on.

Bureau Report:
Pradeep Kumar

Pandey

Ghazipur. The MP
Sports Festival, organ-
ized under the aegis of
the Ghazipur District
Sports Office and the
District
Administration, was
inaugurated by Dr.
Sangeeta Balwant
Bind, Member of
Parliament, Rajya
Sabha. Present at the
inauguration ceremo-
ny were Sarita
Agarwal, Chairperson
of Ghazipur
Municipality, Project
Director Deendayal
Verma, District Youth

Welfare Officer Dilip
Kumar, MP Sports
Festival Coordinator
Rajan Prajapati,
Sadhana Rai, Lalsa
Bhardwaj, Preeti
Gupta, Rasbihari Rai,
Santosh Jaiswal,
Munna Rai, Secretary
of the Kho-Kho

Association Vipin
Bihari Rai, and
President of the
Athletics Association
Amarjeet Singh. All
the guests were wel-
comed by Sports
Officer Arvind Yadav.
During the competi-
tion, the MP honored

national-level winning
players and assured all
possible assistance to
promote sports in
Ghazipur in the
future. Competitions
were held in Kho-Kho
(girls), Athletics
(boys/girls), Football
(boys/girls), and

Cricket (boys/girls).
Approximately 500
players participated.
In Kho-Kho, a total of
5 teams participated.
In the senior girls'
final match, Sadar
defeated Jangipur with
a score of 13-11. In
the junior category,
Sadar defeated
Saidpur with a score
of 15-06. Sadar
secured first place in
the sub-junior girls'
category. In the foot-
ball competition, a
total of 6 teams par-
ticipated. In the junior
boys' final match,
Sadar defeated
Jangipur with a score
of 15-10. 

Akhand Bharat
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Meja prayagraj :
On 23 December
2025, Meja Urja
Nigam Private
Limited, under its
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR)
initiative, launched a
skill training pro-
gramme to promote
skill development
and employment-ori-
ented training for
local youth. The pro-
gramme was inaugu-
rated by the Chief
Executive Officer,
Shri Asesh Kumar
Chattopadhyay.Unde
r this initiative, a
total of 20 candidates
will be provided with
a three-month, fully
residential training
programme in the
CNC Machine
Operator trade at

CRISP, Bhopal.
Through this pro-
gramme, the batch of
20 trainees will be
equipped with tech-
nical competencies
aligned with modern
industrial require-
ments. The training
programme is com-
pletely residential,
and CRISP, Bhopal
will ensure 100%
placement upon suc-
cessful completion of
the training.

On this
occasion, Shri
Chattopadhyay stated
that Meja Urja
Nigam is committed
to providing skill
development and
employment opportu-
nities to local youth,
and that this initia-
tive in collaboration
with CRISP is a sig-
nificant step towards
imparting technical

knowledge and mak-
ing youth self-
reliant.During the
programme, the
Chief Executive
Officer and other
dignitaries flagged
off the bus and for-
mally sent the
trainees to CRISP,
Bhopal for their
training. The event
was attended by Shri
Narendra Nath Sinha
(General Manager,
Operations &
Maintenance), Shri
Anand Prakash
(General Manager,
Project), 
Shri Ashok Kumar
Samal (General
Manager,
Maintenance), Shri
Vivek Chandra
(Head of
Department, Human
Resources), along
with representatives
from CRISP, Bhopal.

Grand Inauguration of MP Sports Festival, 500
Players Showcase Their Talent

Prayagraj: A one-day
district-level workshop
was organized on
Tuesday at the Sangam
Auditorium under the
"Administration
Towards Villages"
campaign as part of
Good Governance
Week, chaired by
District Magistrate
Manish Kumar Verma.
The chief guest of the
program, Mr. R.S.
Verma, a retired IAS
officer, shared his
thoughts and experi-
ences at the work-
shop.On this occasion,
the chief guest, R.S.
Verma said that the
main objective of the
"Administration
Towards Villages"

campaign under Good
Governance Week is to
resolve the problems of
the common people at
the rural level through
the administration. This
can be achieved by set-
ting up camps in the
villages to address the
villagers' problems on a

priority basis. He said
that the work being
done by women's self-
help groups needs to be
expanded further so
that they can become
even more economical-
ly self-reliant.  He
urged administrative
officers and other con-

cerned individuals to
support the self-help
groups in their endeav-
ors. He emphasized
that all concerned offi-
cers, including admin-
istrative officers,
should fulfill their
responsibilities in
implementing schemes
on the ground and
making them more
transparent and effec-
tive. He also suggested
creating a district-level
portal for the quick res-
olution of the problems
of the people of the
district. He said that the
Chief Minister's inten-
tion is that the common
people should not have
to wander around to get
their problems

resolved. He suggested
that eligible individuals
should be benefited
from government
schemes by organizing
camps. He instructed
the e-District Manager
to create a database of
completed works and
upload success stories
on social media plat-
forms. In the work-
shop, Additional
District Magistrate
(City) Satyam Mishra,
Project Director
Bhupendra Singh,
District Panchayat Raj
Officer, and District
Economics and
Statistics Officer
Santosh Kumar shared
information and
expressed their views

on the program.
Updated information
was shared by officers
from the concerned
departments during the
workshop. On this
occasion, discussions
were held with officers
from various depart-
ments regarding the
effective resolution of
the problems of the
common people. The
objective of the pro-
gram is to ensure good
governance in rural
areas and to make the
administrative system
more accessible.
District-level officers
and other officers from
concerned departments
were present on this
occasion.

A one-day district-level workshop was organized under

the "Administration Towards Villages" campaign as

part of Good Governance Week, chaired by the DM

Rapido Bike Registration Camp

Organized to Ensure Smooth

Transportation During Magh Mela

In the theft case, a joint team of the
police, SOG, and STF is also
involved in the investigation

Meja Urja Nigam’s Skill Training

Programme Lays the Foundation for

a Bright Future for Local Youth

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Ghazipur. An awareness
rally was organized in
Bahariyabad market under
the drug de-addiction cam-
paign in the Bahariyabad
police station area of ??the
district, with the aim of
increasing public aware-
ness against drug abuse.
Station House Officer
Krishna Pratap Singh,
along with the police force
and the Mission Shakti
team, was present at the
rally and ensured its
peaceful and successful
completion.During the
rally, people in the market
area were informed about
the harmful effects of drug

abuse. Station House
Officer Krishna Pratap
Singh appealed to the peo-
ple, saying that drug
addiction is fatal for the
individual, the family, and
society. 
Drug addiction not only
adversely affects health
but also leads to an
increase in social crimes.
He specifically urged the
youth to stay away from
drugs and adopt a healthy

lifestyle.On this occasion,
people were encouraged to
inform the police about the
sale and trafficking of ille-
gal cannabis, liquor, and
other narcotic substances.
The police administration
assured that the names of
those who provide infor-
mation about any such ille-
gal activity would be kept
completely confidential
and they would also be
encouraged.

Varanasi: Before Christmas, the crowd of chil-
dren and women has increased in the markets of
Kashi. Every day people are buying Santa Claus
clothes, masks and toys. Christmas trees are
being sold for 50 to 1500. This time the traders
are expecting a business of crores on Christmas
and New Year. 

Christmas preparations in full swing
at the Nadesar Maha Church

Awareness Rally Held in Bahariyabad

Market Against Drug Abuse; Police and

Mission Shakti Team Actively Involved
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Mohit Suri’s Saiyaara is a les-
son in successfully launching
new actors. The film did not
hold press conferences, ‘exclu-
sive’ interviews, or have its
lead pair jet-setting across
cities to interact with crowds.
Instead, it opted for radio
silence. It banked on the
release alone. The movie had a
box office opening of Rs 21.5
crore, and has now crossed
the 100-crore mark before
completing the first week of its
release. Ahaan Panday and
Aneet Padda stole the thunder
when it came to making a
memorable big-screen debut.

The film’s unprecedented
opening even had Ajay Devgn
scramble to postpone the
release of his film Son of
Sardaar 2 from 25 July to 1
August.  The film relied on one
star—the music. Suri, known
for his films Zeher (2005), Woh
Lamhe (2006), and Aashiqui 2
(2013), has let his films’ music
do the talking. Each of these
films had a breakout song that
pushed the film to audiences.
Be it ‘Woh Lamhe’ from Zeher
to ‘Kya Mujhe Pyar Hai’ of
Woh Lamhe and ‘Tum Hi Ho’
from Aashiqui 2, Suri’s films
capture the mood of heart-

break like no other in their
album. 

The star-crossed lovers, the
looming tragedy, and the
music have all been done
before by Suri. Gen Z has now
succumbed to what was mil-
lennial ‘poison’. While most
star kids were launched with
an overdose of PR appear-
ances, from doing a hook step
of their movie’s title track to
being part of creators’ videos,
Saiyaara’s lead cast was con-
spicuous through their
absence from social media.
The PR team clearly decided to
learn from others’ mistakes.

Ahaan Panday had a blink-and-
miss appearance in his sister
Alanna’s wedding and was
absent from her Prime Video
show, The Tribe (2024). In con-
trast, his cousin Ananya
Panday was everywhere
before and during her debut in
Student of the Year 2 (2019).
Her social media already had a
massive follower count, and
she was seen rubbing shoul-
ders with the who’s who of
Bollywood. More recently,
massive social media hype was
built before Ibrahim Ali Khan
made his debut with
Nadaaniyan (2025). 

The latest edition of the BRICS Summit was sig-
nificant because all 10 member countries par-
ticipated. It included Iran, Egypt, Ethiopia, and
the UAE, which attended as member states for
the first time at the 2024 summit in Russia, and
Indonesia, which joined in early 2025 as the
first Southeast Asian country in the bloc. With
its expansion, the group is now known as BRICS
Plus—a term first used at the 2024 summit.
Although forming groups of countries to pro-
mote cooperation is common globally, BRICS is
more than a conventional grouping. It is a
group of countries challenging the clout of the
developed powers, particularly the US and
European nations. In 2010, the first five mem-
bers—Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa—constituted 18 per cent of the global
GDP. Their collective share has risen to 26.5
percent in 2025.  These nations are now chal-
lenging the hegemony of the West. Calls for de-
dollarisation—reducing reliance on the US dol-
lar in trade and finance— are becoming promi-
nent, posing a threat to America’s financial and
geopolitical dominance. It gives China and
Russia (and India too) a louder voice on the
world stage. It fuels global economic realign-
ment away from the dollar and Western insti-
tutions, pointing to a multipolar world order—
something that US President Donald Trump
doesn’t support.  The recent expansion of
BRICS, with five new members joining, has
increased the worries of the West, particularly
the US. And without mincing words, Trump has
started expressing his unhappiness over the
developments happening in BRICS.  Here are
the key reasons why Trump opposes BRICS: The
primary reason is that both the original mem-
bers (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa)
and new entrants like Saudi Arabia, UAE, Egypt,
Iran, and Ethiopia are openly discussing reduc-
ing reliance on the US dollar in trade and
finance. Trump’s long-standing “America First”
stance makes any move away from the dollar a
direct challenge to U.S. economic influence and
its ability to enforce sanctions. The second
point that irks Trump is BRICS’ geopolitical
opposition to the West. BRICS increasingly
positions itself as a counterweight to Western
institutions like the G7, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), and the World Bank. The
deepening ties between China and Russia with-
in BRICS are seen as part of a broader anti-
Western alignment.  Third, Trump has consis-
tently taken a hardline stance on China,
through trade wars, tariffs, tech and invest-
ment restrictions, etc. BRICS giving China a
leadership platform to challenge the US on the
global stage agitates him. He views BRICS as a
vehicle for China’s global expansion under the
guise of multipolarity. Fourth, the inclusion of
Saudi Arabia and Iran gives BRICS influence
over global energy markets. There is growing
potential for oil trade to be conducted in non-
dollar currencies (e.g., yuan or BRICS currency),
which would weaken the petrodollar system—
a critical pillar of US global economic power.
Fifth, Trump perceives BRICS expansion as a
sign that the ‘Global South’ is drifting away
from Western influence, forming its own inde-
pendent bloc. This runs contrary to Trump’s
vision of negotiating “from strength,” where US
dominance is unquestioned. Sixth, Trump
views global influence in zero-sum terms. Any
rise of a non-Western grouping that excludes
the US is seen as a personal and national
affront. BRICS summits that propose alterna-
tive visions for world order without US involve-
ment are perceived as a threat to ‘American
prestige’—something Trump values highly. He
has threatened to impose higher tariffs on
countries siding with the BRICS. He
has already announced the
imposition of 50 per cent tariffs
on Brazil. Although India is a
member of BRICS, its
approach is more nuanced.

The wealth generated by
Indian diaspora-owned busi-
nesses in the UK was estimat-
ed to be around £75 billion
by this report. The 1.8 million
Indian diaspora forms about
2.7 per cent of the UK’s pop-
ulation.  During PM Modi’s
visit, the signing of the India-
UK Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) is expected. The for-
ward-looking agreement
complements India’s growth
aspirations. The FTA has been
described as both historic
and ambitious. It is expected
to boost jobs, exports, and
growth, benefitting 99 per
cent of Indian exports from
zero per cent duty, opening
export opportunities for
labour-intensive sectors such
as textiles, marine products,
leather footwear, sports
goods and toys, gems and
jewellery, and others such as
engineering goods and
organic chemicals. Trade in
services is also expected to
receive a significant fillip.
Enhanced global mobility for
aspirational young Indians
and a three-year exemption
from social security pay-
ments come as a major relief
for Indian employees and
companies based in the UK.
Despite the record bilateral
trade, the UK’s trade with
India accounts for around 2.5
per cent of its total trade.
With both sides seeking trade
diversification and supply-
chain resilience, an India-UK
FTA will hopefully create the
doorway for businesses to
drive the economic relation-
ship forward.  Given the
immediate challenges on
India’s borders, cooperation
in the defence sector with
partners such as the UK has
achieved greater importance.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh’s visit to the UK in
January 2024 provided fresh
impetus to the defence pillar
of the relationship. In 2023,
ties were elevated to a 2+2
mechanism. The British
defence sector could emerge
as a key collaborator in tech-
nology transfers, the devel-
opment of advanced capabil-
ities, and supporting the
Make in India effort by
attracting more British FDI
into the defence sector.
Several defence cooperation
agreements—covering pro-
duction of Man Portable Air
Defence Systems (MANPADS)
and Lightweight Multirole
Missiles (LMM), the estab-
lishment of an Advanced
Short-Range Air to Air Missile
(ASRAAM) assembly and test
facility in India and a
Statement of Intent to design
and develop an Integrated
Full Electric Propulsion sys-
tem for Indian Navy ships—
signal good times ahead for
India’s defence sector.  India’s
focus on indigenous develop-
ment does present chal-
lenges for the British indus-
try, with fears that it could
potentially make cooperation
in certain sectors commer-
cially unviable. Intellectual-
property (IP) issues also need
to be resolved. These issues

can hopefully be addressed
through the robust defence
engagement mechanism that
now exists between the two
countries.  Moreover, the
UK–India military coopera-
tion has grown in recent
times. 

The Royal Navy made six
ship visits to India in 2023,
while its Littoral Response
Group (South) conducted
exercises with the Indian
Navy in March 2024. In
August 2024, the UK’s Royal
Air Force participated in exer-
cise Tarang Shakti in India. An
Indian naval officer,
Lieutenant Commander N
Dinesh Anand, has joined
Britannia Royal Naval College
as Divisional Training Officer
for the first time. India and
the UK are making a serious
effort to build technology
partnerships. The new bilat-
eral Technology Security
Initiative (TSI), formally
launched during UK Foreign
Secretary, David Lammy’s
visit, aims to catalyse collabo-
ration on critical and emerg-
ing technologies in seven key
sectors: telecoms, critical
minerals, semiconductors,
Artificial Intelligence, quan-
tum, biotechnology and
health technology, and
advanced materials.  Tech
collaboration between India

and the UK also extends to
sectors including financial
services, innovation in
health, climate, renewables,
and startups. The participa-
tion of stakeholders from
government, industry, and
academia would be impor-
tant for taking the
Technology Security Initiative
forward. Both countries are
global hubs of innovation,
science, technology, and
research. India is one of the
world’s largest startup
ecosystems and has over 100
unicorn companies. The
increasing focus on these
areas is welcome.  Education
is an important pillar of India-
UK relations. The University
of Southampton opened its
campus in Gurugram on 16
July 2025, becoming the first
foreign university campus
under the New Education
Policy (NEP). The UK remains
one of the preferred destina-
tions for Indian students,
with around 1,70,000 stu-
dents studying in the UK in
the academic year 2023-
2024. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is on his
fourth visit to the UK. He will
hold wide-ranging discus-
sions with PM Keir Starmer
on the entire gamut of India-
UK bilateral relations, and
exchange views on issues of
regional and global impor-
tance. He is also expected to
call on King Charles III. During
the visit, the two sides will
also review the progress of
the Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership (CSP) with a spe-
cific focus on trade and econ-
omy, technology and innova-
tion, defence and security,
climate, health, education,
and people-to-people ties.
Following the UK’s exit from

the European Union, eco-
nomic and trade relations
between the two countries
acquired a new salience.
India-UK bilateral trade set a
new record when it crossed
$55 billion (£42.6 billion) in
2024, registering an increase
of around 10 per cent over
the previous year.  Indian
companies have made signifi-
cant investments in the UK.
Grant Thornton (GT) and
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) research in
2024 highlighted a record
number of 971 Indian com-
panies in the UK with a com-
bined turnover of over £68
billion. The report India
Meets Britain Tracker 2024
found that Indian companies
in the UK are thriving, with
100 companies having a rev-
enue growth of at least 10
per cent. The Britain meets
India Tracker 2024 identified
667 British companies in
India with a turnover of
approximately £47.5 billion.
The UK is the sixth-largest
contributor of FDI to India.
Cumulative FDI from the UK
to India is around $36 billion
between 2000 to March
2025. India’s investment in
the UK during this period is
close to $20 billion.  The
Indian diaspora in the UK is
also a major presence in the
UK’s economic scenario. The
2020 GT report, done with
the High Commission of
India, London, and
Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce &
Industry (FICCI), identified
654 diaspora-owned compa-
nies with a turnover of at
least £100,000, generating a
cumulative

annual turnover of £36.84
billion. 

In an era of multiple strifes across con-
tinents, an anniversary quietly slipped
under the radar of world watchers.
Eighty years ago, an explosion ush-
ered in a new age of combat,
weapons, tactics, and technology. At
5:29 am local time on 16 July 1945,
the United States tested the world’s
first atomic bomb in the desolate
desert of New Mexico in an area
called Jornada del Muerto—Spanish
for “Dead Man’s Road”. The site could-
n’t have been chosen because of the
irony in its name. In the days of
Spanish expansion into the New
World, this must have certainly been
a deadly route to take, but that was
centuries before America’s wartime
quest for the world’s most potent
weapon. And it was tested under the
codename ‘Trinity’. A multi-billion-
dollar initiative that involved scores of
enterprises, institutions, and scien-
tists of various disciplines working
under strict military supervision, it
was innocently labelled ‘Manhattan
Project’. Innocent, since the name
didn’t convey its unifocal military pur-
pose. The world entered the nuclear
age with a military purpose, and its
impact on 6 and 9 August 1945 over
Hiroshima and Nagasaki are historical
landmarks that will not be erased any-
time soon. Reams have been written
about the Manhattan Project and its
impact. The ghastly use of the bomb
against Japan has also been dissected.
What has been relegated to dusty
shelves and nerdy researchers, how-
ever, is the official report on the pro-
gramme. It’s unambiguously called
Atomic Energy for Military Purposes.
Among the most extraordinary
aspects of the report is that it was
made public on 12 August 1945, even
before the radioactive clouds had lift-
ed from Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
Princeton University physicist Henry
DeWolf Smyth penned the report.
Within the community that con-
tributed to making the nuclear fission
device a success, the Smyth Report

was the working paper on how the
Manhattan Project was to be dis-
cussed. It is patently clear that the US
was working on a long-term nuclear
perspective. The American military
approach is a far cry from how India
viewed the arrival of the nuclear era.
Although its nuclear journey is
extraordinary among formerly
colonised nations, India missed vital
landmarks along the way. In July 1945,
India already had a nuclear research
programme at the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research (TIFR), estab-
lished months before Washington’s
Trinity test. Within a year of
Independence, the country also had
an Atomic Energy Commission, and in
less than a decade, it had commis-
sioned Asia’s first nuclear reactor,
APSARA, at Trombay. India was light
years ahead of any other Asian coun-
try. In the 1950s, China was largely
dependent on its larger ideological
ally, the Soviet Union. It entered the
nuclear age with a sole purpose,
based on Chairman Mao’s dictum,
“Power flows from the barrel of a
gun.” The simple formulation offered
Beijing both short-term benefits and
dividends in the long run, too. It is
now obvious that the possession of
weapons of mass destruction will not
invite military intervention.
in an era of mass hypocrisy. Iran and

Iraq, which didn’t possess nuclear
arsenals, were attacked, while North
Korea, which did, wasn’t. Hypocrisy
and discrimination are obviously
kosher in today’s world order. India,
however, approached the nuclear era
from the perspective of “peaceful util-
isation” to harness unlimited energy
and enter the club of rapidly develop-
ing countries. It officially launched a
three-stage nuclear programme with
an indigenous research and develop-
ment project. But eight decades after
TIFR initiated its research programme,
India remains light years away from its
early energy vision. And it has also
missed the bus to power .

China was quick to test the nuclear

bomb. India missed vital landmarks
The men gathered early one morning
in a one-room tenement inside the
Deccan Cooperative Society in Sewri,
on the grimy eastern fringes of sub-
urban Mumbai. They began packing
ammonium nitrate-fuel oil gel, the
lethal but readily available commer-
cial explosive used across India,
inside 35-kilogram pressure cookers.
Then, a detonator cap was loaded
into each pressure cooker and linked
to a simple Ajanta-brand digital
clock, set to 6:30 pm. Each cooker
was then packed in a shopping bag.
Later that evening 209 people died—
far more than on 26/11—when the
bombs went off in packed first-class
compartments on seven separate
trains running from Churchgate. This
week, 19 years on, the Bombay High
Court finally held what successive
governments, police services, and
the intelligence services themselves
have long known: The five men sent
to death row for their role in the
bombings, and the seven others
given shorter sentences, had nothing
to do with the bombing. The

Maharashtra government has
announced it will appeal—but dis-
turbing evidence will surface that the
botched trial has enabled the terror-
ists actually responsible for the crime
to evade responsibility. Intelligence
and police services at the time were
struggling to detect the real workings
of the Lashkar-e-Taiba-linked net-
work that came to be known as the
Indian Mujahideen. Therefore, fol-
lowing the 7/11 bombing, the usual
suspects—generally men with loose
ties to conservative Muslim groups—
were pulled in and charged with ter-
rorism, as was the pattern in several
prosecutions from the period.
Following the bombing of the Sankat
Mochan Temple in Varanasi, as well
as the local railway station, the Imam
of the mosque at Phulpur was arrest-
ed and charged with the murder of
28 people. The Uttar Pradesh police
alleged that Waliullah had handed
over the explosives and the pressure
cooker cases to three terrorists from
Bangladesh, who were never identi-
fied. 

Pak accomplices, shootouts, sealed

chargesheet—how the 7/11 blasts case fell apart

India uses BRICS to push

reforms—not to challenge

the US

Saiyaara proves star kids don’t need hype, just
a good film and a killer soundtrack

The wealth generated by Indian 
diaspora-owned businesses
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