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Varanasi 

The residents of Kashi formally began the Holi festivities by

applying gulal (coloured powder) to Gauri-Shankar and their

son, Lord Ganesha. The Rangbhari Ekadashi celebrations in

Kashi took Place from morning until evening at the Mahant

residence in Tedhinim. Before Baba was Put on the royal tur-

ban, Goddess Parvati crown and Baba ancient palanquin, spe-

cial prayers were Performed by Pt. Vachaspati Tiwari, a rep-

resentative of the Mahant family. Throughout the day, devo-

tees continued to offer abir (coloured powder) to Baba

Vishwanath and Mai Mahamaya. A large number of Kashi

residents and dignitaries arrived to have darshan of the mov-

able idols. Even after the palanquin was ready to be lifted,

people struggled to enter the hall for darshan. Amidst the roar

of drums, Baba rode the palanquin in royal splendor with

Mata Gauri with Ganesha seated in Mata Gauri lap. From the

main street outside the Mahant residence to the main

entrance of the temple, special gulal was showered on the

palanquin. The drum beats continued to resound. At 5:09 Pm,

as soon as the group of Priests from the temple reached the

street of Mahant residence, the entire atmosphere reverberat-

ed with the chants of Har Har Mahadev. the aarti with cam-

phor, Pandit Vachaspati Tiwari signaled the lifting of Baba

Palanquin, holding lighted candles in both hands. As the

Mahant family lifted Baba Palanquin, abir and rose Petals

began to be showered from all sides. The sound of conch

shells began simultaneously. The drum beats led the way, fol-

lowed by Baba Palanquin, towards the Vishwanath Temple.

As the Palanquin Passed the Nau Griheshwar Mahadev

Temple in Tedhi Neem, 51 kilograms of rose petals were

showered from Vishnu Kasera residence. By the time every-

one left the Mahant residence and reached Sakshi Vinayak,

everyone white clothes had turned red. The movable idols of

Baba and Mother Parvati were taken from Mahant Asav in

Tedhi Neem and proceeded to the Vishwanath Temple via

Sakshi Vinayak and Dhundhiraj Vinayak.Offering of hymns

in Shivanjali.Before this, a symbolic traditional Shivanjali

was organised at the Mahant residence.
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Prayagraj. A Hindi work-
shop was organized at the
North Central Railway
Headquarters on Friday to
promote the effective use
and dissemination of the
official language, Hindi.
Officers and employees
were provided with impor-
tant information regarding
the Central Government's
Official Language Policy,
the provisions of Section
3(3) of the Official
Language Act, the
Parliamentary Official
Language Committee's
inspection questionnaire,
and filling out various types

of official language
progress reports. Training
was also provided on the
practical use of Hindi-relat-
ed technical tools and
apps.The program was inau-
gurated by Chief Official

Language Officer and
Principal Chief Safety
Officer, J.C.S. Bora, by gar-
landing a picture of
Goddess Saraswati. He stat-
ed that Hindi workshops
hold special significance in

government offices, as they
not only provide informa-
tion on official language
policies but also practical
guidance for their effective
implementation. He added
that since the office is locat-
ed in 'A' zone, it is a consti-
tutional obligation to per-
form work in Hindi, and all
employees should play an
active role in this regard.He
directed that Hindi or bilin-
gual format should be used
as per rules in documents,
correspondence and noting
etc. falling under Section
3(3) of the Official
Language Act. Emphasis
was also laid on ensuring
use of Unicode font only

while working on comput-
er.In the workshop,
Assistant Director (Official
Language) Makardhwaj
Maurya of Income Tax
Department, Prayagraj,
retired Assistant Director
(Official Language) Prakash
Chandra Mishra and Senior
Official Language Officer
Yatharth Pandey gave
detailed information on var-
ious subjects. Employees of
various departments of the
headquarters, translators of
divisions and factories also
participated in the pro-
gramme. The programme
was conducted by Senior
Official Language Officer
Yatharth Pandey. 

Fatehpur

Five impersonators
were caught during
the Uttar Pradesh
Board Mathematics
examination in
Fatehpur on . The
action was taken by a
flying squad on the
directions of District
Inspector of Schools
(DIOS) Rajesh
Kumar.Acting on
prior intelligence
inputs regarding can-
didates appearing in
Place of registered
students, the team
conducted a raid at
Pandit Deendayal
Inter College and
apprehended five
youths red-handed.
Preliminary investiga-

tion revealed that the
accused were writing
the exam on behalf of
students from differ-
ent institutions.
During questioning,
the detained individu-
als also named certain
Persons, including
Gyanendra Kumar
Srivastava and Manoj
Kumar Ekari, along
with a concerned prin-

cipal. 
All accused have been
handed over to the
police and an FIR is
being registered. The
DIOS stated that
recognition of the
institutions involved
may be cancelled and
strict legal action will
be taken 
against those found
Guilty.
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Prayagraj. Samajwadi
Party chief and former
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Akhilesh Yadav
arrived in Prayagraj on
Saturday evening. He
attended the Roza Iftar
party held at the
Chaufatka company of
Salim Sherwani, a five-
time MP from Badaun and
a Union Minister.
Speaking to the media, he
targeted the Yogi govern-
ment. Akhilesh Yadav said
that despite spending
60,000 crore rupees, the
problem of traffic jams
persists in Prayagraj. The
Ganga remains dirty, and
sewage is directly flowing
into the Yamuna. Akhilesh
Yadav said that we have a
tradition of celebrating
festivals together. We
embrace each other on
Holi and Eid. Prayagraj is
the confluence of the
Ganga, Yamuna, and
Saraswati, which inspires
us to move forward
together. In response to a

question, he said that
prosperity will come to
the state only when the
BJP government is gone.
Employment will be pro-
vided, poverty will be
eradicated and inflation
will reduce. The SP chief
said that the condition of
the state is such that one
is going to the east and
the other to the west.
Some are going to Japan
and some to Germany. He
said that when Yogi Baba
had gone to Japan, he
should have visited Kyoto.
He always talks about

making Varanasi like
Kyoto but never went to
Kyoto. Prayagraj has an
international identity.
People from abroad come
here for Kumbh
Mahakumbh. Dishonesty
was done in carrying out
development work here.
Even after spending 60
thousand crores, there is
traffic jam. Akhilesh
Yadav stayed in Prayagraj
for about an hour. Due to
his visit, the matter has
been transferred there and
an investigation is being
conducted

Akhilesh Yadav attended former

MP Salim Sherwani's Iftar party

and said, "The double engines are

clashing with each other"

Fatehpur

A wave of happiness swept

through Kusumbi village in Haswa

development block of Fatehpur dis-

trict as residents learned that a free

Reverse Osmosis (RO) water plant

would be installed in their area.

Villagers expressed relief, stating

that access to safe and Purified

drinking water would now be

ensured Without Hardship.The

Groundbreaking ceremony for the

RO Plant was organized by Lal

Bahadur Shastri Memorial

Foundation. The event was attend-

ed by District In-charge Minister

Ajit Pal, BJP District President

Annu Srivastava, Vibhakar Shastri,

and Viraj Shastri, among other dig-

nitaries. Speaking on the occasion,

Minister Ajit Pal described the ini-

tiative as commendable and said

that such efforts would significant-

ly benefit rural communities. He

noted that the installation of the

free RO plant in Kusumbi village

would provide clean drinking water

to a large number of residents. BJP

District President Annu Srivastava

termed the initiative an example of

meaningful public service. She

highlighted that the project is being

undertaken by Viraj Shastri, grand-

son of former Union Minister late

Harikrishna Shastri, calling it an

important step toward community

welfare. Vibhakar Shastri stated

that his father, the late Harikrishna

Shastri, had Prioritized Public serv-

ice during his tenure as Union

Minister in the Congress govern-

ment. He said the Foundation is

committed to fulfilling his unfin-

ished vision by ensuring access to

safe drinking water for hundreds of

villagers in Kusumbhi. Viraj

Shastri reaffirmed his commitment

to carrying forward his grandfather

legacy. Recalling the iconic slogan

“Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan” given by

former Prime Minister Lal Bahadur

Shastri, he said the message

remains relevant today. He further

announced that the Foundation

aims to install approximately half a

dozen free RO plants over the next

year. In addition, Plans are under-

way to set up water ATM at major

city intersections, the railway sta-

tion, bus stand, and other public

locations.Several public representa-

tives and local residents were pres-

ent at the ceremony, including

Neetu Mishra, Abhay Pratap Singh,

Mukhlal Pal, Gram Pradhan repre-

sentative Shiva Thakur (Advocate),

Vinayak Singh.

Bahraich

A Group of children
studying in council upper
primary schools in the
Nawabganj development
area departed for the
Regional Science Center
on an educational tour
under the guidance of
ARP Shailendra Kumar
and Vimal Agnihotri. The
purpose of this education-
al tour was to awaken
children interest in sci-
ence and make school
education interesting.
Block Education Officer
Radheshyam Verma
flagged off the education-
al tour from BRC
Nawabganj. ARP
Shailendra Kumar stated
that the children selected
for the educational tour
were selected from among
the students who secured
top positions in the block-
level science quiz compe-
tition organized under the
National Invention
Campaign. He stated that
such tours promote
curiosity-based learning
and develop children
understanding of science
and technology.At the

Regional Science Center,
the children understood
scientific concepts
through simple experi-
ments. Here, they gained
knowledge by observing
and performing numerous
scientific experiments,
including Cartesian Diver,
Know Your Weight, Hero
Turbine, Kelton Wheel,
Spinning Ball, 3D Show,
Water is Our Life,
Message from the Depths,
Magic Faucet,
Floating Ball, Levers,

Amazing World of Matter,
Rainwater Harvesting,
Information on Extinct
Species, Fun Science
Gallery, Fun Mirror,
Rotating Face, Stringless
Piano, Snake Pendulum.
Block Education Officer

Radheshyam Verma said
that such educational
excursions free children
from the burden of books
and enable them to better
understand subjects
through hands-on experi-
ence. 
This further increases
their interest in
learning.The successful
conduct of the educational
excursion was facilitated
by Arvind Verma, Vinod
Giri, Sarwan Verma,
Arunendra Singh, Ajay
Mishra, Nidhi Poddar,
Ranju Verma, Navneet
Premi, Jitendra Verma,
Prachi Sharma, Ritu Patel,
Avinash Chand, Kamlesh
Kumar, 
Vinod Saroj and Other
teachers.

Lucknow

Providing quality healthcare
services to the people of Uttar
Pradesh is the government top
Priority and any negligence in
this regard will not be tolerat-
ed. Infrastructure and basic
facilities in hospitals must be
further improved. Adequate
arrangements should also be
ensured for night shelters for
attendants, as well as the
availability of medicines and
standard equipment at medical
Units.This was Stated by
Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Brajesh Pathak. He
was addressing a review
meeting with departmental
officials from the Meerut,
Moradabad and Saharanpur
divisions at the Government
Institute of Medical Sciences
in Greater Noida, Gautam
Buddh Nagar on Friday.The
Deputy CM directed that hos-
pitals must ensure quality
infrastructure, basic facilities,
proper signage, citizen char-
ters, Cleanliness and safe
drinking water. Any kind of
negligence will not be tolerat-
ed. Arrangements for night

Shelters for attendants, along
with medicines and standard
equipment, must be ensured.
He also instructed officials to
maintain proper functioning
of MRI and ICU facilities in
all district Hospitals.He fur-
ther directed that Health ATM
in districts should be function-
al, fire extinguishers must be
installed in hospitals and fire
audits Should be conducted.
Facilities for CT scans and
dialysis should be strength-
ened and the operational sta-
tus of available ambulances
must be ensured. He empha-
sized regular monitoring of all
Ayushman Arogya Mandirs
and made it mandatory for
hospital staff to be in uniform.
Continuous organization of
Arogya Melas and other med-

ical issues were also discussed
and directions were
Issued.The meeting was
attended by Additional Chief
Secretary (Health and Medical
Education) Amit Kumar
Ghosh, NHM Director Pinky
Jowel, Director General
(Health) Dr. Pawan Kumar
Arun, Director General
(Training) Dr. Ranjana Khare,
Chief Development Officer of
Gautam Buddh Nagar
Shivakant Dwivedi,
Additional Directors (Health)
of the three divisions, Chief
Medical Officers/Chief
Medical Superintendents of
various districts and other
Officials.On-site Monitoring
in Eight Divisions.Deputy
CM Brajesh Pathak informed
that under a new initiative to

strengthen medical facilities
in the State, on-site inspec-
tions and divisional reviews
began on October 29, 2025.
So far, inspections and
reviews have been conducted
in eight divisions—Kanpur,
Ayodhya, Devipatan,
Prayagraj, Lucknow, Bareilly,
Agra and Aligarh.Work Being
Carried Out Seriously.Before
today review meeting of the
three divisions, inspections of
approximately 2437 medical
units across 14 districts of
Meerut, Moradabad and
Saharanpur divisions were
conducted from February 6 to
8. These included 19 district
hospitals, 131 community
health centers, 446 primary
health centers, 1825
Ayushman Arogya Mandirs,
10 specialized hospitals, 6
medical colleges and 662
Chief Minister Arogya Melas.
A total of 117 teams at the
state, divisional and district
levels carried out on-site
inspections. Important issues
identified during the inspec-
tions are being addressed with
Seriousness.

Make Infrastructure and Basic Facilities Better:

Deputy Chief Minister Brajesh Pathak
Children left for Regional

Science Centre, Lucknow on

an Educational tour

Vibhakar Shastri and Viraj

Shastri Perform Groundbreaking

Ceremony for Free RO Plant

Gaura went to her in-laws house

and the people of Kashi threw

Gulal at Her

Hindi Workshop at North Central Railway

Headquarters, Emphasis on Effective

Implementation of Official Language Policy

Five Solvers Nabbed in UP
Board Exam, FIR Filed
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Ghazipur. A proud moment
for Ghazipur district came
when Amrita Rai, a student
of Shaheed Smarak
Government College, locat-
ed in the Kotwali area of
Muhammadabad police sta-
tion, was selected for the
state-level Youth Parliament
competition. She performed
impressively in the district-
level Youth Parliament com-
petition held at the
Government Postgraduate
College, Ghazipur, on
February 28, 2026, securing
second place.Participants
from various colleges in the
district-level competition
presented their views on
contemporary issues. Amrita
Rai impressed the jury with
her logical analysis, clear
expression, and confident
presentation. 

Her speech
emphasized social concerns,
democratic values, and the
role of youth, distinguishing
her from other partici-
pants.The state-level Youth

Parliament competition will
now be held in the Uttar
Pradesh Legislative
Assembly. Amrita Rai will
represent Ghazipur on this
prestigious platform, pre-

senting her views. This
opportunity is a matter of
honor and pride not only for
her but for the entire dis-
trict.College Principal Dr.
Arun Kumar expressed his

delight, stating that Amrita
Rai's achievement is historic
for the institution. He
expressed confidence that
Amrita Rai will also excel
at the state level and bring

glory to the college and the
district.Amrita Rai's success
has created an atmosphere
of excitement on the college
campus. Students and teach-
ers have congratulated her

and wished her a bright
future. Ghazipur now eager-
ly awaits the moment when
its daughter will raise her
voice from the Assembly
floor.

Ghazipur's voice will resonate in the

Legislative Assembly: Amrita Rai selected for

the state-level Youth Parliament
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Ghazipur. A peace commit-
tee meeting was held at the
local police station premises
at around 5 pm on Saturday
evening to ensure a peaceful
and harmonious Ramadan
and Holi celebrations under
the jurisdiction of the
Muhammadabad police sta-
tion. Religious leaders, dig-

nitaries, and public represen-
tatives from both the city
and rural areas participated
in the meeting.The meeting
was chaired by Circle
Officer Sudhakar Pandey.
He appealed to the attendees
to celebrate the festivals
with a spirit of mutual
brotherhood and cooperation
and to ignore any rumors.
He also assured full cooper-

ation from the administra-
tion.During the meeting, cit-
izens raised demands for
improved sanitation, elec-
tricity supply, and drinking
water supply in the city and
surrounding rural areas.
Municipal Council President
Rais Ahmed assured that
special arrangements would
be made to ensure cleanli-
ness, drinking water, and

electricity during the festi-
vals.
Holika Dahan sites and other
arrangements were also dis-
cussed in detail, and a mutu-
ally agreed solution was
reached. Police station in-
charge Rajesh Tripathi, other
sub-inspectors, and police
personnel were present. The
meeting concluded in a cor-
dial atmosphere.
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Prayagraj. The
Commissionerate Police arrested
an accused wanted in two sepa-
rate cases of robbery and theft.
Handia police arrested him near
the Shiva temple in Vasupur
area. ?1,150 related to the rob-
bery and theft was recovered
from the accused.According to
the police, this action was taken
as part of a campaign against
criminals in the Ganganagar
zone. The arrested accused is
Sunny alias Suraj alias Pujari
Chauhan (26), a resident of
Upardaha, Handia police station.
He is being prosecuted in case
number 536/25 (Section 309(6)
IPC) and case number 623/2025
(Section 303(2) IPC) registered
at Handia police station.
Following the arrest, the charges
of section 317(2) IPC have been
added to both cases.According
to the police, on the night of
September 8, 2025, the accused,
along with his accomplices,
robbed a man of cash and a

mobile phone near Jakuda turn.
On November 2, 2025, a mobile
phone and ?1,800 were stolen
from a truck parked on the road-
side in Upardaha. Two other
accused have already been
arrested and sent to jail in con-
nection with the theft.Long
Criminal HistoryAccording to
the police, more than a dozen
cases have been registered
against the accused under vari-
ous sections, including murder,
robbery, theft, the Explosive
Substances Act, and the NDPS
Act. His criminal history has
been continuously revealed
since 2017.Police Team
SucceedsThe arrest was made
by a team led by Handia Police
Station in-charge Inspector
Nitendra Kumar Shukla. The
team included Sub-Inspectors
Manibhushan Shukla, Ram
Milan, Gautam Kumar, Ambuj
Kumar, and other police offi-
cers.Police officials say that the
campaign against crime and
criminals in the area will contin-
ue.

Wanted accused of robbery

and theft arrested, 1,150

recovered

Akhand Bharat
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Prayagraj. A father
and daughter travel-
ing on a train were
robbed at the junc-
tion. 56-year-old Ajit
Singh, a resident of
Sahadatpura Mohalla
in Mau district, was
returning to Mau by
train on February
26th after seeing off
his daughter Shreya
Singh from Thane,

Maharashtra. They
were seated in coach
A-1. It is alleged that
at around 7:40 am on
February 27th, during
a stop at Prayagraj
Junction, unknown
thieves stole a black
bag kept under the
seat. The bag con-
tained jewelry worth
approximately 10
lakh rupees, including
gold bracelets,
anklets, and a dia-
mond-studded gold

necklace
set.According to the
victim, a complaint
was lodged at the
railway helpline 139
at 8:07 am and the
GRP was informed by
chain pulling, but
they were told to
leave the train to file
an FIR. Unable to
leave his daughter
alone, he traveled to
Mau and filed a com-
plaint with the
Government Railway

Police. According to
the GRP, since the
incident occurred in
the Prayagraj region,

the case has been
transferred there and
an investigation is
underway.

A bag containing jewelry worth 10 lakh rupees was stolen at

Prayagraj Junction ; the father filed a report after reaching Mau

A key peace committee meeting was held in

view of Ramadan and Holi

It is informed to the general public that my origi-

nal deed dated 22-03-2003, whose registration

number is 573, book number, volume 3774, page

163/172, number 3238, is recorded. Really lost.

Name: Anita Sah Wife: Basant Sah Address:

83L/1K/Q/P Harwara, dhoomanganj, Prayagraj-

211011

Lost/Found



Sunday, 01 March, 2026
Akhand Bharat SandeshEDITORIAL04

In the intricate fabric of Indian
democracy, few questions
strike at the heart of equality
and representation like that of
caste. The recent announce-
ment by the Union government
to conduct a comprehensive
caste census is a landmark
moment—one that promises
to reshape the contours of
social justice policy in India. As
the Leader of the Opposition in
Tamil Nadu, I welcome this
move with conviction and
pride, for it affirms a demand
the All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam first artic-
ulated with clarity and fore-
sight. This moment did not
emerge overnight. The call for a
caste-based census, now

accepted at the national level,
has its roots in the firm ideolog-
ical soil of Tamil Nadu’s social
justice movement. And in that
journey, it was the AIADMK,
under the visionary leadership
of Puratchi Thalaivi Amma J.
Jayalalithaa, that laid the foun-
dation for genuine representa-
tional equity. As early as 2021,
during my tenure as chief min-
ister, our government was
among the first to demand a
fresh caste census. We argued
vociferously that welfare poli-
cies cannot be built on outdat-
ed data from 1931. We recog-
nised then, as we follow now,
that progress requires not just
empathy but evidence. Tamil
Nadu has long stood as a bea-

con of affirmative action, with
its unique 69 per cent reserva-
tion policy. That achievement
was not accidental but was
made possible by AIADMK’s
political resolve and constitu-
tional acumen. When the
Supreme Court’s Indra
Sawhney (Mandal) judgment in
1992 imposed a 50 per cent cap
on reservations, the very
framework of Tamil Nadu’s pol-
icy was threatened. But Amma
Jayalalithaa rose to the chal-
lenge. In 1993, she convened a
special assembly session,
passed a unanimous resolution,
and led an all-party delegation
to Delhi. Her persistent persua-
sion ensured the Tamil Nadu
Reservation Act was placed in

the Ninth Schedule of the
Constitution, protecting it from
judicial review. That was not
just governance; it was trans-
formative leadership.  Our 2021
demand for a caste census was
not political posturing. It was a
reflection of AIADMK’s long-
standing understanding of
Tamil Nadu’s evolving social
realities. We recognised the
urgent need to reassess the
representation and well-being
of Backward Classes (BC), Most
Backward Classes (MBC),
Scheduled Castes (SC), and
Scheduled Tribes (ST) in educa-
tion, employment, and welfare.
This demand, when initially
raised, was met with silence
from the ruling DMK. 

In October 2016, addressing the national council
of the Janata Dal (United), Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar slammed the Bharatiya Janata
Party for ‘politicising’ the surgical strike. The
entire nation stands with you [Narendra Modi]
as you are the Prime Minister, but what about
those BJP leaders who have repeatedly used the
strike to play politics?” Kumar said.A couple of
months earlier, as the BJP was organising Tiranga
Yatras ahead of the 70th Independence Day,
Kumar had taken a dig at it. Those who “never
recognised the tricolour as national flag”, he
said, were taking out Tiranga Yatras. Much water
has flowed under the Gandhi Setu since then. As
the BJP took out Tiranga Yatras across Bihar for
10 days to celebrate Operation Sindoor’s suc-
cess, Kumar watched them silently—and warily,
perhaps. The operation has brought springs to
BJP leaders’ feet. The 2024 Lok Sabha poll blow
is a thing of the past. PM Modi has started taking
his own name again—Modi’s cool mind and the
hot sindoor in his veins, Modi’s chest, et al. It
was in his first public rally after the Pahalgam
terror attack in Bihar’s Madhubani, when PM
Modi had vowed to punish the perpetrators
“beyond their imagination”. The vow fulfilled, he
will be back in Bihar on 29 and 30 May. The BJP’s
preparations for Modi’s roadshow in Patna are in
full swing. People standing on both sides of the
road would be showering flower petals on him.
That’s how a victor is welcomed. How will
Operation Sindoor impact the Bihar elections?
Let’s first look at where the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) stood before the strikes on
Pakistan’s terror infrastructure and military
installations. DesignBoxed, a political digital
campaign management company, conducted a
survey in Bihar last month. I got access to its
report, which has great news for the NDA:
Overall, the DesignBoxed survey indicated a
clear edge for the NDA. Mind you, it was con-
ducted before Operation Sindoor. Nitish Kumar’s
principal challenger, Tejashwi Yadav, also has
some positive takeaways from the survey. If
elections were to be held tomorrow, 46.7 per-
cent of respondents said they would vote for the
NDA, against 35.6 percent who favour the INDI-
AN bloc, with 13.8 percent ‘undecided’. If
Tejashwi were to swing the ‘undecided’, the
game would be on. For 43.8 percent respon-
dents, unemployment and migration are the
most important issues in the upcoming elec-
tions—Tejashwi’s key plank in 2020. What would
make him even happier is the survey finding that
63.76 per cent people want the current govern-
ment to be replaced. This sounds incongruous,
as a majority of respondents were satisfied with
Kumar’s performance. Those involved in the
DesignBoxed survey, however, claim that it’s no
surprise. One of them told me: “You come
across many respondents who are ok with Nitish
Kumar but still want his government changed.
It’s vice versa, too. It’s a lot to do with people’s
castes becoming the main determinant.” Kumar
has been the chief minister since 2005, except
for a short interlude of nine months in 2014-15.
The yearning for change is understandable. How
much of it can Tejashwi exploit? Can he beat the
caste arithmetic that seems to be in the NDA’s
favour today? We will find out in November.
Union home minister and the BJP’s chief strate-
gist Amit Shah once told journalists: “People in
Bihar are so political. They sit at tea stalls and
read the entire newspaper—from the first to the
last page.” 
Five months is obviously a long time for such
political people to change their mind. But it’s not
just Tejashwi that CM Kumar would be worried
about. The BJP says that the next election will be
fought under his leadership, but it’s evasive on
the question of Kumar becoming the CM again if
the NDA wins. Kumar wouldn’t forget the big
celebrations at the BJP headquarters in
New Delhi after the 2020 poll
results. The NDA had barely
managed to cross the majority
mark, securing 125 seats in
the 243-member Assembly. 

India’s farmers steward the
country’s food security, yet
they live in chronic distress
and policy indifference.
Though their contribution is
crucial, they continue to be
vulnerable and voiceless.
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar who comes from a
farming family, has repeated-
ly expressed discontent by
consistently bringing up
farmers’ grievances into the
public limelight, stressing
that “it is the government’s
foremost responsibility to
take care of the farmers”.
Agriculture, despite account-
ing for only 18.2 per cent of
India’s GDP, remains the pri-
mary source of livelihood for
nearly 42.3 per cent of the
population. However, over
the last decade, India has
witnessed a significant
decadal drop in agricultural
employment, underlining
the sector’s declining viabili-
ty. Agrarian distress is now
endemic, driven by crop fail-
ures, falling prices, and a bro-
ken promise of security
through insurance.  As per
the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) 2015 data, 80
per cent of suicides among
farmers were due to debt
and bankruptcy. The crisis
has also exhibited a steady
trend upward, with more
than 1,12,000 people who
work in the agricultural sec-
tor having died by suicide
over the last ten years,
according to NCRB data
released in December 2023.
The figures indicate that no
fewer than one farmer died
by suicide every hour in
India. A 2018 survey con-
ducted by the National
Statistical Office (NSO) found
that over 50 per cent of farm
households in India had
debt.  Launched in 2016, the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana (PMFBY) assured crop

insurance and restored farm-
ers’ confidence. On paper, it
addressed many of the earli-
er shortcomings. But a closer
look reveals that this ambi-
tious insurance service ends
up replicating several flaws
of earlier schemes. It not
only falls short of meeting
the expectations of the farm-
ing community but alienates
the very people it was meant
to safeguard.  A fundamental
flaw resides in the impene-
trable, convoluted, and over-
ly technical process of set-
tling claims. The use of satel-
lite imaging and averaging
data across vast units has
created a mechanism highly
disconnected from ground
realities. Importantly, satel-
lite inspections are limited in
scope: they can only identify
the presence or absence of
crops. They cannot, and do
not, determine the health or
yield capacity of the crop,
nor can they tell one type of
crop from another. This tech-
nological weakness, when
used as the basis for com-
pensation, results in miscal-
culations that cost real liveli-
hoods. A farmer who suffers
heavy losses due to pest
damage or loss of nutrients
might be deprived of com-
pensation just because their
crops appear green from
above.  Even more appalling
is the inherent inequity of
the existing model. While
farmers pay premiums on an

individual level, compensa-
tion is calculated by gener-
alised averaging within vil-
lage clusters or vaguely
defined large patches aggre-
gating both large and small
landholdings without any
equity-based method in
delineating the units. This
results in discriminatory
denials of claims—most
importantly, for those expe-
riencing localised or com-
plete loss of crops. The ongo-
ing application of area-based
measurement models exac-
erbates these issues.
Localised weather conditions
like a flash flood in a corner
of a village can destroy a
small farmer’s crop, while
that of his neighbour
remains intact. However,
both are measured using the
same parameter. It is deeply
unfair that individual agony
and suffering are erased by
collective statistics.   The pro-
gramme also does not cover
those most at risk: tenant
farmers, sharecroppers,
female cultivators, and non-
loanee farmers. These are
systematically and indirectly
excluded by land title
requirements,  archaic ten-
ancy laws, and bureaucratic
obstacles such as Aadhaar-
linked bank accounts.
Women who increasingly
become the main cultivators
because of male migration
are not accounted for in this
system  through absence of

formal landholding. These
omissions are not accidental;
they are manifestations of a
design that does not see the
true face of Indian agricul-
ture in the present day.  On-
ground realities expose seri-
ous flaws in crop insurance
delivery. Forced enrollment,
delayed or denied claims,
and faulty surveys have left
farmers uncompensated and
in debt.  In Tamil Nadu’s
Mayiladuthurai district, a
mere 68 villages among 277
were covered in the 2024
crop insurance settle-
ments—and compensation
was paid in just 16 of them.
Similar cases were found in
other districts too.  D
Arogyam, a 55-year-old
Tamil Nadu farmer who was
not a loanee, was compelled
by officials to sign up for
PMFBY. Despite paying his
premiums on time, he got no
claims for two successive
years of crop failure due to
drought, pushing him into
debt. S. Velu, a loanee culti-
vator from Sivagangai near
Kiliyur, availed Rs 70,000 for
his 15-acre field. Even
though he was in the sur-
veyed and insured area, he
faced claim settlement prob-
lems as liabilities piled up. In
Thoothukudi, farmers
demonstrated against one-
sided compensation. Villages
that were affected by floods
were not considered, while
those with equal damage
were compensated. Farmers
accused the faulty surveys
and demanded accountabili-
ty.  In Haryana, as reported
by Down to Earth, Ramesh
Lal from Sonipat was forced
to pay a premium under
threat of losing his interest
subsidy on a loan, even
though he never consented
to the insurance coverage.
When his crop failed, no
claim was paid due to “tech-

nical issues” with the policy
documentation he was never
shown.  In Rajasthan, many
farmers lost their claims
because the State Bank of
India delayed crediting their
premiums. Consequently,
they went into the subse-
quent cropping season with-
out anticipated reimburse-
ment.   Even when the
Centre and states subsidise
80–85 percent of premium
charges, private insurance
companies consistently
make profits while farmers
do not gain much. Claims get
delayed, disputed, or reject-
ed, even as companies col-
lect risk-free premiums.
Meanwhile, crop-cutting
experiments are done by
inadequate manning,
delayed rolling out, and
poor-quality control, and the
technological solutions like
drones and AI-based analyt-
ics remain underutilised due
to infrastructural gaps and
lack of field-level training.
Most alarmingly, a 2022 CAG
report says that only 37 per
cent of farmers surveyed had
any real awareness of
PMFBY’s benefits,  premium
structures, or claim process-
es.  On-ground realities
expose serious flaws in crop
insurance delivery. Forced
enrollment, delayed or
denied claims, and faulty sur-
veys have left farmers
uncompensated and in debt.
In Tamil Nadu’s
Mayiladuthurai district, a
mere 68 villages among 277
were covered in the 2024
crop insurance settle-
ments—and compensation
was paid in just 16 of them.
Similar cases were found in
other districts too. D
Arogyam, a 55-year-old
Tamil Nadu farmer who was
not a loanee, was compelled
by officials to sign up for
PMFBY.

The political turmoil in
Bangladesh has made it
more urgent for India
to complete the
Kaladan Multi-Modal
Transit Transport
Project, or KMTTP,
which links Mizoram to
Kolkata via Sittwe port
in Myanmar. If fully
operationalised, ideally
with a rail link to Sittwe
Port, it could offer a
more resilient corridor
for movement of goods
to the Northeast, while
also opening up longer-
term trade possibilities
with Southeast Asia.
India’s role as the pivot
in South Asia extends
beyond dominant
power to that of a
regional integrator.
Intra-regional develop-
ment is primarily a
function of mutual
friendship, interdepen-
dent trade, economic
ties, and joint ventures.
The goal may be to
advance national inter-
est, but the net effect is
regional prosperity,
which acts as a force
multiplier for India’s
own development.
South and Southeast
Asian countries, joined
together through bilat-
eral and multilateral
frameworks like the
BBIN and BIMSTEC,
have therefore started
looking beyond the
region—in line with
India’s Act East Policy.
Apart from economic
commitments, physical
connectivity—especial-
ly in infrastructure and
energy—has assumed
unparalleled signifi-
cance.Railways, high-

ways, civil aviation, and
inland waterways are
now crossing borders
for mutual growth and
development. The East
South Asia region is on
the cusp of unprece-
dented intra-regional
physical connectivity. It
is the only way forward
for the 21st century.
For instance, Nepal and
Bhutan, both land-
locked nations, have
gained access to Indian
markets and ports.
Newer cross-border rail
links have been opera-
tionalised between
India and Bangladesh,
and several projects to
connect Bhutan and
Myanmar were put in
place during the last 10
years. India-
Bangladesh bilateral
relations, in particular,
had never been this
strong and comprehen-
sive—until last year. On
5 August 2024,
Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina
resigned following a
massive uprising. An
interim government
headed by Chief
Adviser Muhammad
Yunus has since been
formed. This civil strife
in Bangladesh has
come with ripple
effects. It’s brought
with it a certain strain-
ing of relations, causing
collateral damage to
trade and commerce.
There have also been
instances of cross bor-
der movements and
joint project develop-
ments coming to halt.
Existing trade corridors
have been impacted

and ongoing rail/road
projects to provide
shorter transit corri-
dors across Bangladesh
to and from India’s
Northeastern states are
on hold. It’s time now
to look at alternative
possibilities for north-
eastern states in addi-
tion to the Siliguri corri-
dor. The Kaladan Multi-
Modal Transit
Transport Project
requires revisiting and
a fresh reassessment.
During his visit to China
in late March,
Bangladesh’s Chief
Adviser Mohammad
Yunus made remarks
that were considered
provocative, to say the
least. “The seven states
of India, the eastern
part of India, are called
seven sisters….

They are a landlocked
country, landlocked
region of India. They
have no way to reach
out to the ocean,” he
said. “We are the only
guardian of the ocean
for all this region.”
Shortly thereafter,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi attend-
ed the BIMSTEC confer-
ence in Thailand. He
met Yunus on the side-
lines and reiterated his
support for a demo-
cratic, progressive, and
inclusive Bangladesh,
according to a Ministry
of External Affairs
release. He also under-
lined India’s desire to
forge a constructive
relationship with
Bangladesh. More
importantly.

India must look beyond Bangladesh

The Sindhudurg Fort, located on an
islet in the Arabian Sea near
Maharashtra’s Malvan town, is one
of the most significant sea forts. It
was built between 1664-1667 by
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, the
founder of the Maratha Empire, for
the purpose of strategic maritime
defense and protection against for-
eign naval threats. The fort was cen-
tral to Shivaji’s plan to build a strong
navy and protect the Konkan coast-
line, and marked the beginning of
India’s maritime defense strategy. In
a similar vein, having demonstrated
its military prowess in Operation
Sindoor, India should now transform
itself into Sindoor Durg, an impene-
trable fortress, safe from multi-
domain threats emanating from
land, sea, air or cyberspace. It will
also mark the beginning of India’s
new doctrine against terrorism, as
outlined by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in his address to the nation
earlier this month—“Terror and
trade cannot go together, water and
blood cannot flow together”. The

military strikes on terror infrastruc-
ture in Pakistan under Operation
Sindoor have only been paused.
Pakistan, still smarting from the
costs imposed on it, both reputa-
tional and on its military, will be
thirsting for revenge. The brief skir-
mish has only served as a distraction
for Pakistan from its domestic issues,
especially its dire internal economic
conditions, and has predictably unit-
ed the country, even if temporarily,
against a traditional foe. Buoyed by
the grant of the IMF bailout, and by
promoting Asim Munir to the rank of
Field Marshal, Pakistan’s politico-
military leadership hopes to retain
their tenuous hold on power. Since
another misadventure cannot be
ruled out, we have to guard against
even more varied and audacious
threats. 
The first purpose of a fort is to pro-

vide for its own security and that of
its inhabitants. India has demon-
strated quite forcibly its capability to
safeguard its sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity. 

Threats to India are not over. Why it 

must build fortress-like defences 

The operation has brought

springs to BJP leaders’ feet

AIADMK led the way on caste census

The programme also does not cover those most at risk
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Meta releases standalone
AI app to challenge

ChatGPT
Delhi: competing with ChatGPT creator OpenAI
with a standalone AI app. Meta said  that its
new AI assistant will use Llama AI. The Discover
stream shows how others are using the tool
and provides prompts. The AI arms race pits
Meta's new software against ChatGPT and
other AI plat-
forms. Claude,
Grok, and
Gemini from
Anthropic, xAI,
and Google are
also leading
contenders. In
S e p t e m b e r
2023, Meta debuted an AI chatbot as a genera-
tive AI-powered digital assistant that can
respond to user questions and produce graph-
ics in its apps. Meta AI became prominent in
April when it replaced Facebook, Instagram,
WhatsApp, and Messenger's search feature
with a chatbot. Zuckerberg claimed in January
that 2025 “is going to be the year when a high-
ly intelligent and personalized AI assistant
reaches more than 1 billion people, and I
expect Meta AI to be that leading AI assistant.”
Meta finance head Susan Li said Meta AI has
700 million monthly active users in January. It
rose from 600 million in December. Meta
launched a standalone AI app after Google and
Elon Musk's xAI. Both firms released Gemini
and Grok applications recently.   

Delhi:  Nestle bought a
minority investment in
Indian pet food startup
Drools. After the invest-
ment, the Bengaluru-based
company was valued at $1
billion, joining unicorn
startups. The business
claimed, "This is a financial
investment by the compa-
ny, and Drools will remain
strategically as well as oper-
ationally independent,".
Nestle's investment in
Drools comes as the pet
food and pet care industry
in India is growing due to
millennial and Gen Z pet
parents who are willing to
spend more for better
nutrition and care. Nestle's
Purina pet care segment,

which included pet food,
accounted for 20.7% of
sales in 2024. Recently,
Indian companies like
Godrej Consumer Care have
entered the pet care sector.
Drools, backed by L
Catterton, competes with

Mars PetCare and Heads Up
For Tails in India. Drools
raised $60 million from L
Catterton in June 2023.
Drools is the fourth unicorn
of the year following
Netradyne, Porter, and JSW
One Platforms.   

Drools becomes unicorn after Nestle bet

Delhi: Starlink is prepar-
ing to launch its satellite
communication servic-
es in India after clearing
most regulatory hur-
dles. A report claims
that its plans could cost
$10 (Rs. 850) per month
as the debut approach-
es. 
Consumers may receive
unlimited data plans
under initial promotion-
al schemes. The Elon
Musk-backed business
hopes to swiftly build its
user base to 10 million
to offset high spectrum
prices due to volume
b e n e f i t s . T h e
Department of
Telecommunication

(DoT) granted Starlink a
Letter of Intent to
launch satellite commu-
nication services in
India earlier this month.
The Telecom
Regulatory Authority of
India (TRAI) may impose
a Rs. 500 per month per
urban user price, mak-
ing satellite internet
services more expen-
sive than wired and
wireless broadband

connections, according
to the. 
In addition, 4 percent of
total adjusted gross rev-
enue (AGR) with a mini-
mum yearly charge of
Rs. 3,500 per spectrum
block and an 8 percent
licensing fee for com-
mercial services in India
are required. The gov-
ernment has yet to
approve these recom-
mendations.    

Delhi: Despite offi-
cials claiming that
Japan's net foreign
assets reached a
record high last year,
the country has fall-
en from its 34-year
reign as the world's
top creditor to sec-
ond place, behind
Germany. The
finance ministry of
Japan announced
that the country's
net external assets
were 533.05 trillion
yen ($3.7 trillion) at
the end of the year,
an increase of 12.9%
from the previous
year. Yoshimasa
Hayashi, a
s p o k e s m a n ,
explained that the
value of financial
assets and debts, as
well as changes in
the balance of pay-
ments, are among
the elements that
contribute to the
determination of net
external assets. "In
light of these points
and the fact that
Japan's net foreign
assets have been
steadily increasing,
we do not believe

that the change in
ranking alone should
be taken as a sign of
a major change in
Japan's position,"
Hayashi informed
the media. Based on
the data provided by
the ministry, the fol-
lowing countries
ranked third: China
(516.28 trillion yen),
Hong Kong (320.26
trillion yen), and
Norway (271.83 tril-
lion yen). The figures
show that Japan's
foreign assets and
liabilities both
increased due to the
weakening yen, but
that assets grew
faster than liabilities,
mostly because
Japanese businesses
invested more
money overseas.

Loss of Japan's position as the

world's leading creditor

Delhi : Airtel and
Vodafone Idea were
denied a waiver of
interest and penalty
on their outstanding
adjusted gross rev-
enue (AGR) debts,
totaling Rs 80,000
crore, by the Supreme
Court. The order
would have an effect
on Tata Teleservices as
well. After the initial
SC order in 2019,
which aimed to recov-
er industrial dues, the
outstanding AGR is
now little less than 1.5
lakh crore. 

Since it entered the
telecom market in
2016 with only a

minor exposure to
past dues and adjust-
ments, Reliance Jio
was the only company
that walked out rela-
tively unscathed. 

The businesses'
request for a post-
ponement was denied
by a panel of Justices
JB Pardiwala and R
Mahadevan, who

deemed the compa-
nies' petitions "shock-
ing and misconceived"
and rejected them.
Multinational corpora-
tions' filing procedures
for petitions seeking
remedies for enforce-
ment of rights under
Article 32 were also
examined by the
court.  

Delhi: The appeal that
the electricity distribu-
tion companies in
Rajasthan had lodged
against the Appellate
Tribunal for Electricity's
(APTEL) decision in favor
of Adani electricity
Rajasthan Ltd, which had
asked them to pay ?186
crore in compensation,

has been rejected by the
Supreme Court. Jaipur
Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd
(JVVNL) and other state
discoms filed appeals,
but a bench of justices
Rajesh Bindal and M M
Sundresh decided on
May 23 that the petitions
had no validity. The deci-
sion made by APTEL in

April 2024, which identi-
fied a new tax imposed
by Coal India Ltd (CIL) as
a "change in law" event
under the PPA between
Adani Power and the dis-
coms, was affirmed by
the court. To offset costs
associated with moving
coal from the mine to the
destination.

India’s crypto industry urges tax

cuts as Donald Trump support

softens New Delhi stance

Starlink arrives in India with

plans under Rs. 850 per month

Rajasthan distribution companies ordered

by the Court to pay Adani Power 186 crore

Supreme Court rejects Airtel and

Vodafone's requests to waive AGR fees

Delhi: In order to reach a con-
sent settlement in the co-
location case that is presently
pending before the Supreme
Court, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) is in advanced negotia-
tions with the NSE. A

Securities Appellate Tribunal
(SAT) decision that lessened
the initial sanctions levied
against NSE in 2019 has been
appealed by SEBI. According
to someone with knowledge
of the situation, "the discus-
sion on the most important

issue of resolving the co-loca-
tion case started, around one
and half months ago." "The
amount that NSE should pay
to SEBI in order to settle the
lawsuit is one of the consent
terms that are currently being
negotiated by both parties.   

Delhi: An official from
the government has
said  that the Ministry
of Defence is putting
the finishing touches
on a purchase order
for 500 Invar ATGMs
from state-run Bharat
Dynamics Ltd (BDL).
The contract is esti-
mated to be worth
between two and
three million rupees.
In order to strength-
en India's armoured
combat capabilities,
this acquisition is a
part of a larger push
to equip T-90 main
battle tanks with pre-

cision-guided missile
systems. 
Tanks are the ideal
platforms from which
to launch Invar mis-
siles. An official
informed that the
Defense Ministry is
likely to spend
between two and
three million Indian

rupees (about $2,100
million) for 500 mis-
siles from BDL. As a
result of their reputa-
tion for precision and
efficacy, Invar mis-
siles are currently
being used by
armoured units on
India's frontline. 

Bharat Dynamics to Receive Invar Missile

Order from Government; Shares Climb 2%

Delhi: In an effort to
capitalise on what it
perceives as New
Delhi's accommodat-
ing attitude towards
digital assets, the
c r y p t o c u r r e n c y
industry in India is
urging for tax cuts
that have limited
domestic trading.
This comes as politi-
cians in New Delhi
negotiate a more
comprehensive trade
pact with the United
States. Policymakers'
views towards cryp-
tocurrency have
been warming up,
after making it a pari-
ah sector in the coun-
try due to regulators'
mistrust of its possi-
ble illegal applica-
tions. 

After Donald
Trump's endorse-
ment of digital cur-

rencies and his return
to the 
White House,
exchange executives
told them  that Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's government
has become much
more attentive and
engaged.

The frequency of
industry meetings
with lawmakers has
increased from once
every six months to

"monthly, if not
weekly," according to
Ashish Singhal, co-
founder of
CoinSwitch, one of
the biggest cryp-
t o c u r r e n c y
exchanges in India
with over 20 million
members.

Reducing taxes
that he called "very
harshly" enforced
was the industry's
"big ask," he claimed.   

Delhi: Troubled edutech uni-
corn Byju's learning app has
been delisted from the
Google Playstore for non-pay-
ment of vendor dues,  citing
sources. The matter has been
under works between Think
and Learn Pvt Ltd, the parent
company of Byju's, and ven-
dor Amazon Web Services
(AWS), since April 2024, it
added. Did not recieve a reply
to their emailed queries from
, Think and Learn Insolvency
Resolution Professional (IRP),
it added. A spokesperson for
AWS said that the company
has been working with Think
and Learn since April 2024,
“to resolve its outstanding.

Byju's learning app

was delisted from

Google's Playstore

SEBI and the Exchange are in advanced negotiations

Delhi: For the first
time in five years,
automotive manu-
facturer Tata Motors
saw its workforce
shrink in a fiscal year,
when its employee
base fell 3% in FY25
compared with the
previous fiscal.
Alongside, the fiscal
also saw median
salary hikes for its
senior-most execu-
tives at just 3% com-
pared with 15% in

FY24, the company's
annual report for
FY25 showed. The
twin developments
happened against
the backdrop of
falling demand for its
cars, trucks and
buses in the fiscal.
The total employee
count of  the coun-
try's third-largest
automaker, excluding
employ-ees of its UK-
based subsidiary
Jaguar Land Rover.

Fewer jobs at Tata Motors, 

smaller hikes for top deck

Delhi: The most
recent AI models of
reasoning and
thought have shown,
at least in test set-
tings, an inclination to
prioritize self-preser-
vation. And they still
won't turn off, no
matter how many
times you tell them
to. The most recent
ChatGPT model from
OpenAI, o3, was
found to have sabo-
taged shutdown
mechanisms during
testing conducted by
Palisade Research.
Although o3's tenden-
cy was higher than
others, other sophisti-
cated models exhibit-
ed the same behavior
in a battery of tests. 

AI models allegedly

disregarded direct

commands to turn off
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