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New Delhi 

The Cabinet on Friday
approved three impor-
tant decisions. The
Cabinet approved a
budget of ?11,718
crore for the Census.
The Union Cabinet
also approved the Coal
Linkage Policy to
reform the coal alloca-
tion policy. The gov-
ernment also gave poli-
cy approval to the
Minimum Support
Price (MSP) for the
copra 2025 season.
After the Cabinet meet-
ing, Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw pro-
vided information
about the 2027 Census.
The Union Minister
stated that it will be the
world's largest admin-
istrative and statistical
exercise. The 2027
Census will be the 16th
census to be conducted
and the 8th since inde-
pendence. The census
is a subject of the cen-
tral government. The
Union Minister

informed that it is con-
ducted in the country
under the Census Act,
1948 and the Census
Rules, 1990. The last
census was conducted
in 2011. The 2021
Census could not be
conducted due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Earlier, the gazette

notification for the
2027 Census was
issued on June 16,
2025. The estimated
cost of the 2027
Census will be ?11,718
crore.Census to be con-
ducted in two
phasesThe Union
Minister informed that
the reference date for

the census will be
March 1, 2027, at
00:00 hours. For snow-
bound areas, this date
will be October 1,
2026, at 00:00 hours.
Vaishnaw said, "The
2027 Census will be
conducted in two phas-

A budget of 11,718 crore has
been approved for the census

New Delhi

Congress MP and
Leader of the
Opposition Rahul
Gandhi raised the issue
of air pollution in the
Lok Sabha on Friday.
He said, "Most of our
country's major cities
are reeling under toxic
air. Millions of children
are suffering from lung
diseases. People are

suffering from cancer."
Rahul said, "This is an
important issue. I am

confident that there will
be a consensus between
the government and us

on this matter. Every
member in this House
will agree that we all
want to work together
to address the harm
being caused to the
people of the country
due to pollution." In
response, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju said, "The gov-
ernment has made its
stand clear from day
one that we are ready to

discuss all important
issues. The government
is also ready to take
suggestions from
Congress and other
opposition party lead-
ers." BJP MP Anurag
Thakur raised the issue
of lathicharge on
Hindus in Tamil Nadu
for demanding the
lighting of lamps. He
targeted the Tamil Nadu
government, saying,

"Tamil Nadu has
become a symbol of
opposition to Sanatan
Dharma." His ministers
make statements
against Sanatan
Dharma. Before the
House proceedings
began, Rahul held a
meeting with Congress
MPs in the Annex
Extension Building of
Parliament House on
Friday.

The govt. should formulate a plan to control pollution: Rahul

New Delhi

The Supreme Court has
asked the Chief Justices
of all High Courts to
review pending cases
under the UAPA and
other similar laws. It
said that all such cases
where the accused has
to provide evidence to
prove their innocence
should be reviewed.A
bench of Justices
Sanjay Karol and N
Kotiswar Singh in the
Supreme Court directed
the State Legal Services
Authorities functioning
in the states to inform
the accused in these
cases about their
rights.The accused
should be informed that
they have the right to
avail the services of a
lawyer for their
defense. This will

ensure justice for the
accused and also expe-
dite the hearing of their
case in court.This will
reduce the number of
pending cases in the
courts. The apex court
said that the pace of
hearing in cases under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act
(UAPA) and other simi-
lar laws, where the
responsibility of pro-
viding evidence to
prove innocence rests
with the accused,
should be increased.
The bench gave this
direction while hearing
the bail plea of the
accused arrested in the
case of the derailment
of the Gyaneshwari
Express due to an
explosion in the West
Midnapore district of
Bengal in 2010.

Indigo passengers get
compensation

New Delhi

Regarding Delhi's poor
air quality, BJD Rajya
Sabha MP Manas
Ranjan Mangaraj on
Thursday appealed for
the winter session of
Parliament to be shifted
to another city. He said
that until Delhi's air
quality improves, the

winter and budget ses-
sions of Parliament
should be held in a city
outside Delhi. He
described Delhi's annual
pollution problem as a
man-made disaster.
Raising the issue during
Zero Hour, Mangaraj, a
resident of Odisha, said
that just as his state
responds swiftly and

disciplinedly to natural
disasters, Delhi's pollu-
tion should also be
addressed promptly and
seriously. "I come from
Odisha, which fights
disasters like cyclones
and floods very effec-
tively," Mangaraj said.
"But what troubles me is
Delhi." The MP said
that MPs, officials, driv-

ers, sanitation workers,
and security personnel
have to work in toxic air
every day. He said, "We
cannot ignore their
problems. We cannot
call it normal." He
argued that holding
Parliament sessions
every year during peak
pollution hours puts
people's lives.

Barabanki

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that
Mother Earth produces
food to feed us, but her
health must also be
maintained, and if her
health is good, not only
humanity but the entire
creation will survive.
He said that many pro-
grams are currently
underway for this pur-
pose. The campaign for
the National Vision of
Natural Farming, which
the Prime Minister has

promoted, is part of this
effort. He always says
that the first mantra for
increasing farmers'
income is to reduce

costs and increase pro-
duction. This is possible
if the farmers receive
timely access to seeds,
fertilizers, irrigation

facilities, and support
for scientific
methods.On Friday,
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath launched
the Rabi season's Kisan
Pathshala 8.0 (Farmers'
School 8.0) at the
Progressive Farmers'
Conference and
"Farming Talk on the
Field" program held in
Daulatpur village,
Barabanki. 
In this program, where
he interacted directly
with farmers on the
field.

Imphal

President Droupadi
Murmu said on
Thursday that she is
aware of the pain of the
people of Manipur due
to ethnic violence and
assured them that the
government is commit-
ted to promoting mutual
harmony and ensuring
security. Describing the
state as a land of
resilience and courage,
the President said that
the people of Manipur
have enriched the nation
by making significant
contributions in various
fields such as sports,
defense, art and culture,

and public service. This
is her first visit to the
state since becoming
President. Addressing a
civic reception ceremo-
ny, she said, "I am aware
of the pain that the peo-
ple of Manipur have
gone through. I want to
assure you that address-
ing your concerns is our

top priority." Since May
2023, at least 260 people
have been killed and
thousands displaced in
clashes between the
Meitei and Kuki com-
munities. The state is
currently under
President's Rule. The
President said, "My gov-
ernment stands with

every affected family.
The Government of
India is fully committed
to strengthening harmo-
ny, ensuring security,
and helping Manipur
move forward on the
path of stability and
prosperity." Murmu said
she has inaugurated sev-
eral projects that will
transform the lives of the
people of Manipur.
Earlier, the President laid
the foundation stone for
14 projects worth ?1,180
crore and inaugurated 12
projects worth ?207
crore. She said that these
projects in various sec-
tors such as tribal devel-
opment, agriculture.

New Delhi

Retail inflation in
November rose to
0.71% compared to the
previous month. In
October, it was at
0.25%, the lowest level
in 14 years. The
increase in inflation in
November was due to
rising prices of vegeta-
bles, eggs, meat and
fish, spices, fuel, and
electricity. The govern-
ment released the infla-
tion figures on Friday,
December 12.Food

prices increased in
NovemberFood items
contribute approximate-
ly 50% to the inflation
basket. Month-on-
month food inflation
increased from minus
5.02% to minus 3.91%.
In November, rural
inflation increased from
-0.25% to minus 0.10%,
while urban inflation
rose from 0.88% to
1.40%.Retail inflation at
a 14-year low in
OctoberIn October,
retail inflation reached a
record low of 0.25%.

Vegetable and spice prices

rose in November, pushing

retail inflation up to 0.71%
New Delhi

Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor is once again
in the news. The MP
from
Thiruvananthapuram
did not attend the meet-
ing of Congress Lok
Sabha MPs chaired by
Rahul Gandhi.
However, according to
party sources, Tharoor
had informed the party
in advance about his
absence. Besides
Tharoor, another senior
Congress leader,
Chandigarh MP Manish
Tewari, also did not
attend the meeting.

According to Tharoor's
social media X time-
line, he was present at
an event organized by
the Prabha Khaitan
Foundation in Kolkata
last night. Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
chaired a meeting with
Congress MPs in the
lower house and lis-
tened to the views and
feedback of the party's
legislators. Rahul
praised the work of his
party's MPs during the
debates on Vande
Mataram and electoral
reforms in both houses
of Parliament.

Tharoor did not attend the

meeting chaired by Rahul

New Delhi

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
said on Thursday that
votes in Assam are
decided not by schemes
or money, but by ideolo-
gy and mindset. He said,
"Even if they give
10,000 rupees or 1 lakh,
Muslim voters will not
vote for them." Sarma
was speaking at an event
organized by a private
media institution in
Delhi. 
During the event, he was
asked if he had any

scheme similar to that of
Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, which
provides direct cash
transfers to women, such
as the women's employ-
ment scheme where 21
lakh women receive
10,000 rupees. "A
Muslim voter praised my

work. The kind of
Muslims we call 'Miya
Muslims'. He said he
would even donate a
kidney if needed, but he
wouldn't vote for me.
"He added that the ille-
gal population is increas-
ing in Assam, and the
Muslim population is
growing, which is a
problem for the state. In
2021, the Muslim popu-
lation was 38%, and it
could reach 40% by
2027.Since 1961, the
Muslim population has
been increasing by 4-5%
every ten years.

Even if I give them 1 lakh rupees, Muslims

will not vote for me: CM Himanta Biswa

New Delhi 

During the hearing of
the Karur stampede
case, the Supreme Court
has raised serious ques-
tions about the function-
ing of the Madras High
Court. The Supreme
Court said that some-
thing is wrong with the
way cases are listed and
heard in the High Court,
and an explanation is
necessary.   made this
observation receiving a
report from the
Registrar General of the
Madras High Court.

An impartial inquiry

into the Karur stam-

pede is necessary:

Supreme Court

On Friday, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
launched the Rabi season's Kisan Pathshala 8.0  at
the Progressive Farmers' Conference and
"Farming Talk on the Field" program held in
Daulatpur village, Barabanki. During this pro-
gram, where he interacted directly with farmers on
their fields, Chief Minister Yogi discussed in detail
Uttar Pradesh's agricultural progress.

The world will survive only if the health of the

earth remains good: CM Yogi Adityanath

Let us make Manipur a safe and empowered state for all: Murmu

Pollution: BJD MP appeals for shifting of session

The primary act providing
the legislative framework
for insurance in India is
the Insurance Act of
1938.  It provides the
framework for the opera-
tion of insurance busi-
nesses and governs the
relationships between
insurers, their policyhold-
ers, shareholders, and the
regulator, IRDAI. The
amendments are primarily
aimed at promoting the
interests of policyholders.
As part of the next gen-
eration of financial sec-
tor reforms. So far, the
insurance sector has
attracted Rs 82,000
crore through Foreign
Direct Investment.

The amendments are
primarily aimed at

promoting the inter-
ests of policyholders

New Delhi
According to the Lok Sabha bulletin, the Insurance
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2025 aims to deepen
insurance penetration, accelerate growth and devel-
opment, and enhance ease of doing business. It is
one of the 13 bills listed for the upcoming session
of Parliament.In her budget speech this year,
Finance Minister Sitharaman proposed increasing
the foreign investment limit in the insurance sector
from the existing 74 percent to 100 percent .

The bill to increase FDI in the insurance

sector to 100 percent has been approved
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Prayagraj. Arzoo
Yadav (24), a competi-
tive exam aspirant, died
in a tragic road accident
late at night at the
Eklavya intersection on
the Prayagraj-Kanpur
highway near the High
Court. Arzoo, originally
from Gopri Chandpur,
Jaidpur police station,
Ambedkar Nagar, had
been living in Salori for
the past 6 years, prepar-
ing for competitive
exams. He left his room
around 6 PM. When he didn't return late at night,
his friends became worried. Upon calling his phone,
they received news of the accident. It was reported
that he was returning on a Rapido bike around
10:30 PM when a truck and the bike collided,
resulting in his death on the spot. Upon receiving
news of the accident, the police arrived at the scene
and sent the body for post-mortem. The body was
handed over to the family on Friday. Arzoo's friend
said that he had told them in the evening that he
would be back by ten o'clock. When they spoke
again, he said he had taken a Rapido. When he was
very late, they called him and found out that he had
been in an accident. He had a railway exam today.
His landlady, Preeti, said that Arzoo had been living
with them for two years. He had called and said not
to lock the gate, as he would be late. Hearing the
news of the accident, she was devastated. Truck
driver and bike rider both in custody: According to
the police, the Rapido bike went out of control,
causing it to collide with the truck. Both the truck
driver and the bike rider have been taken into cus-
tody. The vehicles involved have been seized.
Further legal action is being taken based on the
complaint filed by the family.

Competitive Exam Aspirant Dies

in Road Accident, Accident

Occurred While Returning on a

Rapido Bike

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

The 69th birthday of
Hindu Hriday Samrat
Dr. Praveen Bhai
Togadia, the founder
president of the
International Hindu
Council and Rashtriya
Bajrang Dal, was cel-
ebrated with great joy
and enthusiasm by his
followers in Kada,
Kaushambi.  The
birthday celebration
was held at a school

in Kamalpur, under
the Kada block, and
was successfully
completed amidst
chants of "Jai Shri
Ram," "Vande
Mataram," and
"Bharat Mata Ki Jai,"
along with the recita-
tion of the Hanuman
Chalisa.  Those pres-
ent at the event
included Rashtriya
Bajrang Dal District
President Yashraj
Mishra, District
General Secretary

Anurag Bhatt, Ankush
Mishra, District
Treasurer Shivam
Sahu, District
President of Gau
Raksha Parishad
Rajveer Maurya,
Block President of
Kada Pramod Pandey,
Rajesh Goswami,
Village President
Vikram Singh, Ram
Karan Maurya,
Sandeep Dubey,
Swaraj Mishra, Vikas
Pal, Parmesh Kumar,
and other workers.

Lucknow

Sarojini Nagar MLA
Dr.Rajeshwar Singh has
written to Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath proposing
the introduction of
Artificial Intelligence
(AI) education at the
school level and the
establishment of a ‘Uttar
Pradesh State Artificial
Intelligence
Commission’.From
Digital Revolution to
the Age of AIDr.
Rajeshwar Singh stated
that today era belongs to
Artificial Intelligence, a
transformation that is
reshaping humanity
itself.He appreciated
that under the visionary
leadership of Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath, Uttar
Pradesh has pioneered a
digital revolution in
education through smart
classrooms, digital
libraries, ICT labs and
e-content
platforms.“Now is the
time for Uttar Pradesh
to lead India transition
from Digital Bharat to
AI Bharat,” said Dr.

Singh.The Need for AI
Education in
SchoolsThe letter
emphasizes that AI is
transforming every sec-
tor - agriculture, health,
governance, transport
and education. Early
exposure to AI will pre-
pare students for the
jobs, innovations and
social responsibilities of
the future.Citing global
best practices, Dr. Singh
noted that countries like
Singapore, Finland,
China and the UAE
have already introduced
AI education from early
grades (age 9–10),
resulting in 25–30%
better STEM perform-
ance and 40% higher
innovation tendencies
among tudents.Proposed
Framework:1. State
Task Force: To be

formed with experts
from IIT Kanpur, IIIT
Lucknow, NCERT and
NITI Aayog, to submit a
phased action plan with-
in six months.2. Pilot
Project: 200 schools
(urban, rural & minority
areas) to start bilingual
AI education.3. Teacher
Training: 10,000 teach-
ers to be trained through
AI Teaching Excellence
Programme in collabo-
ration with IIT Kanpur,
Microsoft, Infosys or
Google.4. Curriculum
Integration:* Grades
3–5: Logic, patterns and
digital behaviour*
Grades 6–8: Coding,
robotics, data funda-
mentals.* Grades 9–12:
Python, Machine
Learning, AI Ethics*
Local use-cases like AI
for Agriculture and AI
for Water Management
to be included.5. Digital
Infrastructure: Smart
Class Panels, AI Kits,
Digital Libraries and
RBS Digital
Empowerment Centres
to serve as training
hubs.Formation of the
“Uttar Pradesh State
Artificial Intelligence.

Lucknow: An important
Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU)
was signed between the
Horticulture and Food
Processing Department
of Uttar Pradesh and M/s
Agristo Masha Pvt. Co.
(AMPL) a leading Belgian company, during the Global
Potato Summit 2025 held at the India Expo Mart,
Greater Noida. This MOU will prove to be a historic
step towards the overall development of horticultural
crops in the state, dissemination of advanced technolo-
gies and taking the food processing industry to new
heights.Additional Chief Secretary, Horticulture and
Food Processing, B.L Meena informed that potatoes
are cultivated on more than 6.0 lakh hectares in Uttar
Pradesh and with a productivity of 28.9 tonnes per
hectare, the state ranks first in potato production in the
country. Agra, Farrukhabad, Meerut, Mathura,
Mainpuri, Etawah, Kanpur and Aligarh are the major
potato producing districts in the state. He stated that
the MOU will directly benefit farmers through
advanced technologies, scientific collaboration and
skill-based training.This partnership has been estab-
lished with AMPL, a joint venture between Agristo
NV, a world-renowned Belgian company and Wave
Group of India, which has already established a state-
of-the-art potato dry flakes production and research
unit in Bijnor. The MoU will enhance value addition,
processing-based industries and export potential, play-
ing a key role in the state goal of achieving a $1 trillion
economy.It was also announced at the event that the
Horticulture Department has established the state first
Center of Excellence (Aeroponics Unit and Tissue
Culture Lab) in Babugarh, Hapur. 
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Kaushambi: A camp was organ-
ized at Saras Hall in Kaushambi
district under the "Your Capital,
Your Right" campaign by the
Ministry of Finance, Government
of India. The camp was attended
by Chief Development Officer
Vinod Ram Tripathi as the chief
guest, along with Reserve Bank of
India officer Shravan Ram, Chief
Manager Arvind Kumar Srivastava
from Bank of Baroda Regional
Office Prayagraj-II, Lead District
Manager Naveen Kumar Jha, dis-
trict coordinators of all banks oper-
ating in the district, and officers
from Life Insurance Corporation of
India, Post Office, and other

departments.  Customers from each
branch also participated. It is note-
worthy that the "Your Capital, Your
Right" campaign is being run
across the country by the Ministry
of Finance, Government of India,
from October 1, 2025, to
December 31, 2025. Under this
campaign, funds deposited in
accounts for more than 10 years,

which were returned to the Reserve
Bank of India by the banks, are
being returned to the rightful
account holders after selecting the
correct beneficiary and completing
the KYC process.
Under this campaign of the

Ministry of Finance, Government
of India, all banks operating in
Kaushambi district returned a total

of Rs. 61,08,430 in unclaimed
funds to the rightful owners across
154 accounts. The Chief
Development Officer provided
awareness to the people about this
initiative of the Government of
India. He emphasized the impor-
tance of making the "Your Capital,
Your Right" campaign a resound-
ing success and reaching every
person in Kaushambi district. The
RBI officer discussed customer
rights as defined by the RBI. The
Lead District Manager appreciated
the contribution of all the banks in
the district and stressed the need
for greater participation to make
this campaign a success. Arvind
Kumar Srivastava also provided
financial literacy to the customers
regarding banking services. 

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Ghazipur. With the aim of
providing financial relief to
the general public and sim-
plifying the process of pay-
ing electricity bill arrears, a
special registration camp
was organized by the elec-
tricity department near the
Shahninda police post on
Friday under the Electricity
Bill Relief Scheme 2025.
The camp was conducted
by the team of the 33/11
KV substation under the
leadership of Junior
Engineer Vinod Yadav. A
large crowd of consumers
started gathering from the
morning, and many people
arrived to get information
about their old outstanding
bills. Departmental employ-

ees provided detailed infor-
mation to each consumer
about the terms, benefits,
and registration process of
the scheme. The atmos-
phere at the camp was full
of enthusiasm. Fifteen con-
sumers completed the regis-
tration process on the spot
and availed the benefits of
the scheme. 
According to departmental
officials, seeing the increas-
ing interest of people in
registration and payment
related to the relief scheme,
similar camps will be
organized in other areas in
the coming days so that
more and more consumers
can benefit from it. Junior
Engineer Vinod Yadav said
that the objective of the
relief scheme is to provide

financial convenience to
consumers and facilitate the
recovery of arrears. He said
that through the camp, con-
sumers get information,
registration, and guidance
at one place, which saves
their time and effort.
Several employees of the
electricity department,
including Feeder Managers
Suresh Singh Kushwaha,
Sunil Kumar, Avnish
Awasthi, Rohit Gupta, and
Dheeraj Kumar, were pres-
ent at the camp.
Departmental officials said
that in the coming days,
more facilities will be pro-
vided to consumers through
such camps so that the ben-
efits of the relief scheme
can reach every eligible
person.

Akhand Bharat
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Meja. It was a very glo-
rious and pleasant meet-
ing, and a beautiful
moment, when Jay
Bhaiya from Meja met
the megastar of the cen-
tury and the film indus-
try, Mr. Amitabh
Bachchan. There had
been two close opportu-
nities before, but Jay
Bhaiya, who constantly
strives to uphold the
honor and pride of Meja,
had not been able to
meet Mr. Bachchan.
After that, he placed an
advertisement for Awada
on KBC and requested a
meeting with the megas-
tar Amitabh Bachchan,
to which he readily
agreed. They spoke for
about 10 minutes.  Mr.
Bachchan is an incredi-
bly humble person, and
no amount of praise is
enough for him. It is
noteworthy that in 1984,
during the Lok Sabha
elections in Allahabad,
Jay Shukla, a native of
Meja, was studying at a
nursery school in

Bharatganj. The school
children were lined up
along the roadside at
four o'clock because
Amitabh Bachchan, who
was a Lok Sabha candi-
date, was expected to
arrive. However, he did
not come until five
o'clock in the evening,
and Jay Bhaiya had to
walk three kilometers
from there to Machha.
Even then, Jay Bhaiya
had to go home without
seeing Amitabh
Bachchan! According to
Mr. Shukla, a few years
ago, Jay Bhaiya had cre-
ated a solar project for
Amit Ji and wanted to
present it to him, but
even then, a meeting
could not be arranged. It
is worth mentioning that

during the meeting, he
shared all these incidents
with Amitabh Bachchan
in detail, which he lis-
tened to very attentively.
Besides this, they also
discussed several other
issues. During this time,
Jay Bhaiya shared his
experience, saying that
Amitabh Bachchan is
truly an emperor; his
success is incredibly
unparalleled and unex-
pected. He further added
that the simplicity of the
megastar of the century,
Mr. Amitabh Bachchan,
is what makes him truly
great. Mr. Shukla
described this meeting
with film star Amitabh
Bachchan as a great
honor and offered him
his heartfelt respects.

Akhand Bharat
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Kaushambi
Couple returning from a
feast die after their
motorcycle hits a tree on
the roadside, A tragic
road accident occurred
around 9 PM near
Samaspur village in the
Charwa police station
area of Kaushambi dis-
trict, resulting in the
death of a couple.  Due
to the cold weather, the
motorcycle went out of
control and collided
with a mango tree on
the roadside. The hus-
band and wife riding the
motorcycle died on the
spot.  Witnesses rushed
to the scene after hear-
ing the crash and
informed the police.
Upon receiving the
information, the police
arrived at the scene,
took custody of the bod-
ies, and sent them for
post-mortem examina-
tion.  The scene was
filled with grief and
chaos.According to
reports, Ajay Kumar and
his wife Radha Devi,
residents of Pantalwa

Bamrauli in the
Puramufti police station
area of ??Prayagraj dis-
trict, had gone to a feast
in Sirsi village of the
Charwa area. After the
feast, Ajay Kumar was
taking his wife to her
parents' home in
Mituwapur. As they
reached near Samaspur
village in the Charwa
police station area, the
motorcycle became
uncontrollable due to
the cold and fog, and
crashed violently into a
mango tree. The acci-
dent was so severe that
Ajay Kumar and Radha
Devi's heads struck the
tree, and they both died
a painful death on the
spot.At the time of the
accident, Radha's moth-
er was riding ahead on

another motorcycle.
Hearing the sound of the
crash, she rushed to the
scene and was devastat-
ed to find her daughter
and son-in-law dead.
Hearing her cries, vil-
lagers gathered at the
spot. The villagers
immediately informed
the police. The Charwa
police and the Dial 112
team arrived at the
scene, conducted an
investigation, and took
custody of the bodies,
sending them for post-
mortem. The police are
investigating the cause
of the accident. Family
members and relatives
also arrived at the scene
upon receiving the
news. The scene was
filled with sorrow and
grief. 

“UP Should Become India First AI
Education Model State"

Special Registration Camp Held at

Shahninda Police Post, Consumers

Show Enthusiasm

MOU signed between Uttar

Pradesh and Belgium AMPL at

Global Potato Summit 202

Hindu Hriday Samrat Dr. Praveen
Togadia's 69th Birthday

Celebrated with Great Enthusiasm

Couple Tragically Killed

in Road Accident

The superstar of the century,
Amitabh Bachchan, is truly
an emperor; his success is 
unparalleled - Jay Shukla

A camp was organized in the district under
the "Your Capital, Your Right" campaign

Jay Bhaiya, a resident of Dighiya village in Meja and Director
of Awada Group, had a glorious meeting with film industry

superstar and megastar of the century, Amitabh Bachchan, and
shared information on several issues related to Prayagraj

Couple returning from a feast die after their

motorcycle hits a tree on the roadside 

Banks in the district returned a total of Rs. 61,08,430 in unclaimed funds
to the rightful owners across 154 accounts
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Prayagraj. According to Shreya Singh, Media In-

charge of Saraswati Vidya Mandir Inter College,

Sarvodaya Nagar, a program was held on Friday in

the school's Saraswati Auditorium during the morn-

ing assembly to celebrate UNESCO's inclusion of

Diwali in the list of Intangible Cultural Heritage of

Humanity.  The program, symbolizing Diwali,

involved lighting lamps and reciting the Deep

Mantra. The chief guest was Satish Kumar Gupta,

convener of the school's academic council and city

president of the Indian Cultural Council. The pro-

gram began with offering flowers and lighting lamps

before the idol of Goddess Saraswati, followed by a

prayer to the goddess. Thereafter, the chief guest,

the principal, and all the students and teachers lit

lamps to express their joy. Chief speaker Satish

Kumar Gupta discussed with the students why

Diwali was declared a World Heritage site, explain-

ing that this process had been proposed to UNESCO

for a long time and was finally included in the list of

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity on

Wednesday. The school principal, Suresh Chandra

Tiwari, stated that UNESCO recognized Diwali as a

cultural heritage based on its symbolism of the vic-

tory of light over darkness, knowledge over igno-

rance, and good over evil. Currently, Diwali is being

celebrated as a global festival. At the end of the pro-

gram, Vijay Abhinandan Mishra, the school's admin-

istrative head, delivered the vote of thanks. The pro-

gram was conducted by Jyoti Singh. All the students

and teachers were present and contributed to the

success of the program.

Saraswati Vidya Mandir Inter College

Celebrates Deepotsav on Diwali's

Declaration as a World Heritage Site
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Meja. On Friday, at the
DGS Guest House in
Meja Road, twenty thou-
sand blankets were dis-
tributed to disabled peo-
ple, widows, the elderly,
and helpless individuals
under the leadership of
the area's well-known
public servant and BJP
leader Indradev Shukla
(Raju Bhaiya Ji). The
chief guest was BJP
Yamunapar District
President Rajesh Shukla.
Chief guest Mr. Shukla
inaugurated the blanket
distribution program by
lighting a lamp in front of
the idol of Goddess
Sheetla. During this time,
public servant Indradev
Shukla (Raju Bhaiya Ji)
honored the chief guest
and all the visiting guests
with bouquets and
shawls, and all the guests
also released the Jai Maa
Sheetla Kripa Mahotsav
Calendar 2026.
Addressing the people
present at the program,
Chief Guest Mr. Shukla
said that the noble work
being done by Raju
Bhaiya Shukla for the
welfare of the people is

highly commendable. His
efforts to make Meja
green and his act of per-
forming the Kanyadaan
(giving away of daugh-
ters in marriage) for 51
girls is a virtuous deed
like a great sacrifice. In
the same vein,  Meja
Surendra Pratap Yadav
and ACP Meja SP
Upadhyay also shared
their thoughts on this
occasion. Present on the
occasion were Vishwa
Hindu Parishad District
President E. Nityanand

Upadhyay, Meja Road
Police Station In-charge
Sudhir Pandey, Teachers'
Association President
Manish Tiwari, Meja
Public School Director
Amresh Tiwari, Vineet
Shukla, Hemant Dubey,
Bhagwan Das, Rinku
Ojha, Neeraj Dwivedi,
Shivam Dubey, and Om
Prakash Mishra, among
others, along with a large
number of disabled peo-
ple, widows, elderly peo-
ple, and common citi-
zens. 
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Bhadohi. Under the direc-
tion of Abhimanyu Manglik,
Superintendent of Police,
Bhadohi, and under the
supervision of Shubham
Agarwal, Additional
Superintendent of Police,
Bhadohi, an interstate
accused, Sanjay Dubey, son
of Shivdutt Dubey, resident
of Jasa, Vindhyachal police
station, Mirzapur district,
aged approximately 48
years, who was part of an
interstate gang of fraudsters
making fake certificates and
facilitating admissions to
medical colleges (MBBS) by
fraudulently obtaining free-
dom fighter certificates, has
been arrested from Gyanpur
Road.
Brief description of the
incident:On September 20,
2025, a complaint was filed
at Gyanpur police station by
the complainant Shahid Ali,
son of Danish Khan, resident
of Gori Khamaria, Aurai
police station, Bhadohi dis-
trict, regarding letter number
3/Student Cell/2025/1984
Lucknow dated August 27,
2025, stating that the free-
dom fighter certificate pre-
sented by the candidates in
the dependent/sub-dependent
category of freedom fighters
in government/autonomous
state medical colleges
appears suspicious and
forged. A case was regis-
tered at Gyanpur police sta-

tion under relevant sections
regarding the forged free-
dom fighter certificate, and
accused Shubham Singh,
son of Ravindra Pratap
Singh, resident of Jigna Purv
Court, Jigna police station,
Mirzapur district, aged
approximately 27 years, a
member of the interstate
gang of fraudsters, was
arrested and sent to jail.
During the investigative pro-
ceedings conducted by Sub-
Inspector Ramesh Kumar, in
the course of questioning the
families of students who had
obtained fake certificates,
the name of the ringleader of
an interstate gang of fraud-
sters, accused Sanjay Dubey,
son of Shivdutt Dubey, resi-
dent of Jasa, Vindhyachal
Police Station, Mirzapur dis-
trict, aged approximately 48
years, came to light, and
action was initiated for his
arrest. 
Details of the arrest:
Under the direction of
Abhimanyu Manglik,
Superintendent of Police,
Bhadohi, and under the close
supervision of Shubham
Agarwal, Additional
Superintendent of Police, in
the ongoing campaign for

the swift detection of inci-
dents related to forgery and
fraud and the arrest of the
criminals involved, on
December 11, 2025, the
Gyanpur Police Station
team, during area patrolling
and checking, acting on a
tip-off, successfully arrested
the interstate accused Sanjay
Dubey, son of Shivdutt
Dubey, resident of Jasa,
Vindhyachal Police Station,
Mirzapur district, aged
approximately 48 years, who
was involved in fraudulently
securing admission to med-
ical graduate (MBBS) cours-
es through monetary means.
He was arrested from
Gyanpur Road, Gopiganj.
Investigation against other
wanted persons is ongoing.
Details of Interrogation:
During interrogation, the
accused revealed that they
have an organized gang that
creates fake freedom fighter
certificates and uses them to
secure admission to medical
graduate (MBBS) courses.
They also use these fake
freedom fighter certificates
to secure recruitment in vari-
ous government jobs.
Previously, they had created
fake freedom fighter certifi-
cates and used them to
secure direct recruitment to
police positions in 2023. In
that case, the Bhadohi police
had arrested five members
of the gang, including the
accused, and sent them to
jail. 
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Ghazipur. Amidst preparations for the assembly elec-
tions, the special voter list revision campaign launched
by the Election Commission has now gained momentum.
Door-to-door verifica-
tion of voters is under-
way in the area, but
during this process,
several citizens have
complained that they
have not yet received
the SIR form. In many
families, some mem-
bers received the form
while others did not,
leading to confusion
among the people.
According to sources, voters whose SIR forms were not
available with the BLOs were missed during the distri-
bution. This is why some voters are still waiting for the
form. However, the Election Commission has extended
the last date for submitting SIR forms in six states,
including Uttar Pradesh, providing relief to the people
and further accelerating the pace of voter list revision.
In view of the complaints, the concerned officials have
clarified that those who have not received the SIR form
need not worry. All such eligible citizens can directly
fill out Form 6 and get their names added to the voter
list. Officials have assured that upon submission of
Form 6, the names of eligible voters will be included in
the list without any hindrance.Form 6 is easily available
at the district BLO office, local tehsil premises, and
with the concerned BLOs in the area. Due to the exten-
sion of the deadline, interested citizens can now fill out
this form as soon as possible and complete the process
of inclusion of their names. The administration has
appealed to the general public that no eligible person
should be deprived of the right to vote. All citizens
should fill and submit Form 6 in time so that every eli-
gible voter can ensure their participation in the upcom-
ing elections.

Akhand Bharat
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The director of ML
Public School, which
has set an example in
education in Meja, vis-
ited Gujarat and met
the wife of the coun-
try's PM, Yashoda
Ben, touched her feet,
received her affection-
ate blessings, and pre-
sented her with a
school booklet -Meja.
Durga Prasad Gupta,
the director of ML
Public School, a sim-
ple and humble per-
sonality who has ignit-
ed the flame of glori-
ous education in the
Meja region, is always

at the forefront of
helping the poor and
needy, and also has a
deep interest in reli-
gious events and poli-
tics due to his vision-
ary thinking. 

With another new idea,
he recently visited
Gujarat and had a for-
tunate formal meeting
with Mrs. Yashoda
Ben, the wife of the
country's illustrious

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. He
touched her feet and
received her affection-
ate blessings. During
this time, he also pre-
sented her with a
booklet from ML
Public School. He pre-
sented the school's
booklet and shared
information about the
school's educational
activities and the all-
round development of
the children. It is note-
worthy that Durga
Prasad Gupta, a resi-
dent of Khanpur vil-
lage in Meja tehsil,
said about this glori-
ous meeting that his
meeting with Mrs.

Yashoda Ben was an
extremely inspiring
moment in his life. He
further said that her
simplicity and warmth
deeply inspired him.
He said that while pre-
senting the school
booklet, Mrs. Ben
praised his commit-
ment to the education
and values of the chil-
dren. 
He also said that her
blessings are a great
source of energy for
him in life. He
resolved that he will
remain continuously
committed to provid-
ing better and quality
education to every
child in the region. 

Akhand Bharat
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Kaushambi 

In the Kaushambi dis-
trict, under the
Kokhraj police station
area, a horrific colli-
sion occurred between
two motorcycles on
Thursday night.
Three people riding
the two bikes were
seriously injured in
the accident, and the
condition of two of
the injured is critical.
Police arrived at the
scene and, with the
help of locals, sent all
the injured to the dis-
trict hospital by ambu-
lance, where they are

currently receiving
treatment. According
to reports, Pushpraj,
from the Sultanpur
Ghosh police station
area of ??Fatehpur
district, was traveling
with another person
on a motorcycle (UP
71 V 4073). As the
motorcyclists reached
Singhiya Bharwari in
the Kokhraj police
station area, their bike
collided head-on with
another motorcycle
(UP 67K 2357) which
had a police logo on
it.  Following the
accident, all three
young men fell onto
the road and were
injured.  Chaos ensued
at the scene.  Seeing

the accident, people
from the surrounding
area rushed to the spot
and informed the
police. One young
man sustained a seri-
ous head injury, and
another suffered a
broken leg. The rider
of the motorcycle with
the police logo was
also seriously injured.
Upon receiving infor-
mation about the inci-
dent, Dial 112 police
and Singhiya outpost
police arrived at the
scene. With the help
of local residents, the
police sent all three
injured to the district
hospital by ambulance
and informed their
families. 

Two Bikes Collide in a Head-on Collision,
Three Injured, Two in Critical Condition

Voter Revision Campaign

Gains Momentum, Concerns

Rise as SIR Forms Fail to

Reach Many Households

Meeting the wife of the country's illustrious PM, Yashoda

Ben, is a source of inspiration for me - Durga Gupta

The noble work being done by public servant
Indradev Shukla for the welfare of the people

is highly commendable - Rajesh Shukla- 

Interstate gang of fraudsters making

fake certificates arrested by police

Prayagraj. Upon the
arrival of the Kashi Tamil
Sangamam delegation in
Prayagraj district on
Friday, Mayor Umesh
Chandra Ganesh
Kesarwani, District
Magistrate Manish
Kumar Verma, and City
Magistrate Vinod Kumar
Singh grandly welcomed
the team members by
applying tilak and gar-
landing them. On this
occasion, at a program
organized near the VIP
Ghat in the Sangam area,
the Mayor honored the
team leader by presenting
him with a memento and
a shawl, and also offered
him Ganga water. On this
occasion, the Regional
Archives and the State

Manuscript Library also
organized an exhibition
of records and manu-
scripts, in which the dis-
play of ancient texts on
paper and palm leaves
was a special attraction.
Cultural programs were
also presented by
NCZCC on this occasion.
On this occasion, Mayor
Umesh Chandra Ganesh
Kesarwani welcomed
and felicitated the people
from Tamil Nadu who
had come to the Sangam
city of Prayagraj under
the Kashi Tamil
Sangamam. He said that
the Kashi Tamil
Sangamam journey is a
symbol of that India envi-
sioned by the Prime
Minister, where cultural,

spiritual, and social unity
is the greatest strength of
the nation. This journey
is not just an event, but a
bridge connecting the
cultures of North and
South India. He said that
"the Kashi Tamil
Sangamam journey is an
important initiative of the
Honorable Prime
Minister, which has dis-
pelled the misconcep-
tions spread in the name
of language, culture, and
regional differences." He
said that the spiritual land
of Kashi and the cultural
heritage of Tamil Nadu
are coming together at
the Sangam to present a
magnificent picture of
one India.District
Magistrate Manish

Kumar Verma, while
welcoming and felicitat-
ing the members who
arrived in Prayagraj as
part of the Kashi Tamil
Sangamam journey, said
that it is a matter of pride
for us that the members
participating in this jour-
ney are reaching
Prayagraj from Kashi,
and we are getting an
opportunity for cultural
exchange.

The members
of the Kashi Tamil
Sangamam team were
taken from the VIP ghat
to the confluence of the
rivers in decorated boats,
where they witnessed and
bathed in the sacred
waters of the Ganga,
Yamuna, and the invisi-

ble Saraswati. They were
also informed about the
significance of Prayagraj,
the king of pilgrimage
sites. The members were
mesmerized by the
breathtaking and capti-
vating views of the con-
fluence area. 

They also viewed
the sand art created at the
VIP ghat in the Sangam
area. After the program at
the confluence, the Kashi
Tamil Sangamam team
members visited and
offered prayers at the
temple of Lord Hanuman
in a reclining posture.
Following this, the team
members also visited the
Shankar Viman
Mandapam temple and
the Swaminarayan tem-

ple. The program was
conducted by Dr.
Prabhakar Tripathi.
Under the guidance of
District Magistrate
Manish Kumar Verma,
and with the assistance of
City Magistrate Vinod
Kumar Singh and other
concerned officials, the
visit of the second group
of Kashi Tamil
Sangamam participants
was successfully com-
pleted. The program was
conducted by Dr.
Prabhakar Tripathi. City
Magistrate Vinod Kumar
Singh, Assistant Rakesh
Kumar Verma,
Harishchandra Dubey,
and a large number of
other people were present
on this occasion.

The Mayor welcomed and felicitated the members of the

Kashi Tamil Sangamam upon their arrival in Prayagraj
The Kashi Tamil Sangamam journey is the greatest force for cultural, spiritual,

and social unity - Hon'ble MayorThe Kashi Tamil Sangamam journey provides

an opportunity for cultural exchange - District Magistrate
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This creates a dynamic balance
of power, but leaves little
chance of building a strong,
centralised state. What really
matters is how these groups
see themselves—and that
depends on the local con-
text.For instance, in Iran, they
rally Sunni opposition to a
Shi’a theocracy, sometimes
with Pakistani support.
However, in Pakistan, they
mobilise ethnonationalist
resistance to an Islamic state,
occasionally with Iranian back-
ing.India, unlike the US, is
directly involved in the region,
but Balochistan’s uncertain
and unstable and liminal sta-
tus still attracts global powers,
reinforcing its complexities.To

understand the Indian angle
better, I would argue its rele-
vance at both tactical and
strategic levels. Tactically, per-
ceived Indian support for
Baloch forces could stretch
Pakistani military capacity, lim-
iting its ability to project
power along the Indian bor-
der—a posture sometimes
described as “offensive
defence.” Strategically,
Balochistan is a transit corridor
between Afghanistan and
Chabahar.  Therefore, it
becomes central to India’s
ambition to establish an alter-
native route to Central Asia
that counters China’s Belt and
Road Initiative. This vision mir-
rors the China-Pakistan

Economic Corridor (CPEC),
which positions Balochistan as
a link between Xinjiang and
Gwadar.But the latter utility of
Balochistan remains limited
too. At present, there are only
two conceivable ways to use it
as a transit region—colonisa-
tion, through top-down devel-
opment, or integration, via
local empowerment. Needless
to say, both pathways remain
complex. Resistance to exter-
nally-led colonisation is fierce
in the region. Baloch fighters
routinely sabotage connectivi-
ty projects.In my discussions
with British, Turkish, and
Iranian experts, a common
concern emerged: while infra-
structure projects promise

investment and better living
standards, they usually rely on
foreign workers and offer little
benefit to local people—
appearing instead like a new
kind of colonisation. There is
yet another issue that compli-
cates Balochistan’s connectivi-
ty potential.

Investment in connectivity
threatens the transborder
smuggling economy that sus-
tains the region. Afghan
opium, ephedra-based
amphetamines, Iranian diesel,
Russian arms, and human traf-
ficking.Regular state armies
are frequently entangled in
smuggling and other informal
networks that sustain frontier
politics and economy.

These gaps are not just about money; they
appear in moments of crisis. Research on dis-
crimination in Indian hospitals has shown that
queer people are often denied recognition of
their chosen partners as next of kin. In emergen-
cies, this can mean being refused entry to an
intensive care unit (ICU) or being blocked from
giving consent for urgent treatment.The
Surrogacy (Regulation) Act of 2021 and the
Assisted Reproductive Technology (Regulation)
Act, 2021 go further, excluding same-sex couples
from surrogacy and restricting adoption to single
individuals or married heterosexual couples. In
effect, the laws treat them as incapable of rais-
ing a child together, no matter their stability or
commitment.Employment rules reinforce the
same pattern. In government service, Leave
Travel Concession (LTC), medical reimburse-
ment, and family pension benefits are tied to a
recognised spouse. Private companies may
choose to extend coverage, but the default lan-
guage in most HR manuals mirrors the govern-
ment’s. Studies of India’s insurance sector show
that traditional group health insurance schemes
frequently exclude same-sex partners, and even
where some progressive companies extend cov-
erage, it is not guaranteed by law. The
Employees’ Provident Fund allows broader nom-
inations, but pension rules under the
Employees’ Pension Scheme, 1995 limit eligibili-
ty to spouses or children. Even when a company
accepts a same-sex partner as a nominee, it is a
discretionary gesture, not a right protected by
law. Immigration policy adds another layer of
instability. A foreign national married to an
Indian citizen can apply for a dependent visa or
be registered as an Overseas Citizen of India, but
same-sex partners cannot. They rely on tourist
or business visas that require regular renewals,
creating a constant risk of separation if paper-
work lapses or rules change. These are invisible
forms of insecurity that heterosexual couples
rarely have to confront.The lack of recognition
also weakens legal protections when relation-
ships end. The Protection of Women from
Domestic Violence Act, 2005, while covering
women in domestic relationships, leaves uncer-
tainty about its application to same–sex couples.
Maintenance and alimony provisions in personal
laws and the Criminal Procedure Code apply to
spouses, shutting out partners who may have
been financially dependent for years. Without
these remedies, breakups can mean abrupt evic-
tion, loss of shared assets, and no legal
recourse.India’s own courts have already recog-
nised that families do not fit a single template. In
the Deepika Singh v. Central Administrative
Tribunal judgment, the court observed that such
atypical manifestations of the family unit.
are equally deserving not only of protection

under law but also of the benefits available
under social welfare legislation.Legal scholars
have warned that ignoring these exclusions per-
petuates a silent inequality. As Gautam Bhan
and Arvind Narrain argue in Because I Have a
Voice: Queer Politics in India, queer lives in India
are erased not only through criminal laws, but
also through the civil law regime that denies
them the right to marry,  nominate a partner,
and other benefits that heterosexuals are enti-
tled to. These quiet denials accumulate into a
systemic injustice.All of these examples show
that the absence of marriage recognition is not
neutral. It actively produces disadvantages
across tax policy, property rights, healthcare
access, child-rearing, employment benefits,
immigration, and personal security. It creates a
quiet hierarchy where only one kind of couple is
rewarded by the law, while others must navigate
life as if the state refuses to admit they
exist.There is a way to reduce this harm without
waiting for the larger question of marriage
equality to be resolved. Legislatures and
ministries can amend definitions in
existing laws, replacing the word
‘spouse’ with gender neutral
terms like ‘partner’ or ‘cohab-
iting partner.

To amplify outreach, we
engaged PR professionals to
leverage social media plat-
forms like X and Meta aligning
with PM Modi’s innovative
communication strategies
and Nitish Kumar’s focus on
public engagement. This has
educated Biharis on land
rights, driving transparency
and participation, much like
the state’s successful aware-
ness campaigns for schemes
like Saat Nishchay. On 7 May
this year, Bihar, under Nitish
Kumar’s visionary Jal-Jeevan-
Hariyali Mission, became the
first Indian state to launch the
Gazetteer-cum-Atlas of Water
Bodies, mapping over 550
rivers, 4,500 wetlands, and
1.06 lakh ponds with Unique
Identification Numbers
(UIDs). This initiative, inspired
by water body depletion in
Darbhanga, supports PM
Modi’s Jal Jeevan Mission and
Viksit Bharat’s sustainability
goals, as well as Nitish
Kumar’s environmental agen-
da. Enriched with historical,
socio-economic, and environ-
mental data, the atlas aids
anti-encroachment efforts,
plans new ponds in water-
scarce areas, and strengthens
water conservation. 

It aligns with PM
Modi’s praise for the Jal
Jeevan Mission’s success in
providing tap water to about
15.7 crore rural households
and Nitish Kumar’s focus on
sustainable rural develop-
ment, positioning Bihar as a
model for water resource
management. Beyond digital-
isation, the state government
has prioritised structural
reforms to support PM
Modi’s vision of a stream-
lined, self-reliant governance
framework and Nitish
Kumar’s goal of administra-
tive efficiency. The Bihar
Amin Cadre Rules, 2025,

enforced in August, reorgan-
ise amins’ cadres with senior-
ity lists and performance-
based promotions, ensuring a
skilled workforce for land sur-
veys. This supports the
statewide survey, extended to
December 2026, covering 661
villages with GPS and drone
technology to update cadas-
tral maps and resolve dis-
putes. These efforts echo PM
Modi’s push for institutional
reforms, as seen in his Task
Force for Next-Generation
Economic Reforms, and Nitish
Kumar’s focus on disciplined
governance.Our district-wise
ranking system, introduced in
April 2025, evaluates per-
formance on mutation effi-
ciency and revenue collec-
tion, with Sheikhpura leading
the state. This fosters compe-
tition and efficiency, aligning
with PM Modi’s call for
accountability and Nitish
Kumar’s emphasis on per-
formance-driven administra-
tion.  We have also addressed
disruptions like the recent
survey workers’ strike,
reflecting the state govern-
ment’s resolve for uninter-
rupted progress, a principle
shared with Viksit Bharat.
These reforms — digital plat-
forms, water atlas, and struc-
tural changes — have
reduced litigation, improved

revenue collection, and
enhanced economic opportu-
nities, particularly for farm-
ers. Accurate land records
and mapped water bodies
facilitate access to loans, sub-
sidies, and irrigation, support-
ing PM Modi’s vision of
empowering small farmers
(85 per cent of India’s agrari-
an population) and Nitish
Kumar’s agricultural develop-
ment goals. The PM Dhan-
Dhaanya Krishi Yojana, target-
ing 100 backward farming dis-
tricts, finds synergy in our
efforts to strengthen Bihar’s
agrarian backbone, contribut-
ing to India’s global food
security leadership and
Bihar’s economic resilience.
Our initiatives are deeply
rooted in PM Modi’s Viksit
Bharat 2047 vision and Nitish
Kumar’s transformative lead-
ership, which together envi-
sion a technologically
advanced, economically
robust, and inclusive Bihar
within a developed India. We
are exploring AI-driven ana-
lytics for the Bihar Bhumi por-
tal to predict and resolve dis-
putes, with voice-assisted
services for non-digital
natives, aligning with PM
Modi’s innovation focus and
Nitish Kumar’s inclusivity
agenda. Collaborations with
panchayat bodies, supported

by groups like the Bihar State
Panchayat Secretary Union,
ensure grassroots involve-
ment, mirroring the
Janbhagidari ethos of Viksit
Bharat and Bihar’s participa-
tory governance model. In
conclusion, Bihar’s land and
water reforms are a vital step
toward PM Modi’s dream of a
Viksit Bharat by 2047 and
Nitish Kumar’s vision of a
prosperous Bihar — a state
where every citizen is
empowered, resources are
secure, and governance is
transparent. I urge Biharis to
engage with the Bihar Bhumi
portal, follow our updates on
social media, and join us in
building a self-reliant state
that contributes to India’s
global leadership. Together,
we can transform challenges
into opportunities for a
brighter, developed Bharat. 
As the Minister of Revenue
and Land Reforms in Bihar, I
am honoured to lead a
department that forms the
bedrock of our state’s socio-
economic framework under
the dynamic leadership of
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
and the visionary guidance of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.Land is not merely an
asset in Bihar; it is the foun-
dation of livelihoods, her-
itage, and progress. Since
assuming this role in February
2025, my team and I, in align-
ment with the state govern-
ment’s commitment to trans-
formative governance, have
prioritised reforms to mod-
ernise the land management
system.These initiatives, root-
ed in digital innovation and
citizen-centric policies, aim to
eliminate inefficiencies,
reduce disputes, and empow-
er millions with secure prop-
erty rights. They resonate
with PM Modi’s ambitious
vision for a Viksit Bharat by

2047 and Nitish Kumar’s
relentless pursuit of a pros-
perous, inclusive Bihar. In this
article, I highlight our key
achievements, their impacts,
and how they contribute to
the shared vision of a devel-
oped India. PM Modi’s Viksit
Bharat 2047 vision, articulat-
ed in his historic 103-minute
Independence Day speech on
15 August 2025 from the Red
Fort, envisions India as a $35
trillion economy by its cen-
tennial independence, lead-
ing globally in technology,
defence, and inclusivity. He
urged every institution and
individual to work toward this
goal, emphasising self-
reliance (Atmanirbhar
Bharat), innovation, and citi-
zen empowerment. In Bihar,
Nitish Kumar’s government
has embraced this vision,
driving policies that blend
technological advancement
with grassroots development.
His leadership has been
instrumental in transforming
Bihar from a state of chal-
lenges to one of opportuni-
ties, with land and water
reforms serving as critical pil-
lars. Our initiatives in the
Revenue and Land Reforms
Department align seamlessly
with PM Modi’s call for a
developed India and Nitish
Kumar’s focus on equitable
growth, ensuring Bihar con-
tributes significantly to the
Viksit Bharat mission. Under
the state government’s digi-
tal-first approach, champi-
oned by Nitish Kumar, we
have accelerated the Bihar
Bhumi portal, a flagship plat-
form that reflects PM Modi’s
Digital India vision and Bihar’s
commitment to ease of living.
This portal enables landown-
ers to access, verify, and
update records remotely,
streamlining processes like
mutation and ownership.

By staying cautious
instead of ambitious,
India has allowed a
“natural partnership” to
remain underwhelm-
ing, missing the chance
to shape the regional
order alongside one of
its most reliable
allies.To be sure, there
are visible positives
with the latest visit.
Japan is expected to
invest around $68 bil-
lion in India’s semicon-
ductor and other tech
sectors, part of its strat-
egy to diversify away
from China.For
decades, Japan’s over-
seas development assis-
tance (ODA) was its pri-
mary foreign policy
tool, compensating for
constitutional restric-
tions on military
engagement.

India has been the
largest ODA recipient,
benefitting from infra-
structure investments
ranging from the Delhi
Metro to the Western
Dedicated Freight
Corridor. Between
2000-2024, Japanese
investments in India
have reached nearly
$43 billion, with the
Maruti-Suzuki partner-
ship standing as a sym-
bol of successful collab-
oration.But the funda-
mentals have shifted.
ODA-driven partner-
ships are no longer
enough. To capitalise
on this “natural part-
nership”, India must
understand Japan’s con-
temporary transforma-
tion and recalibrate its

strategies according-
ly.While China aggres-
sively positions itself as
leader of the “Global
South”, Japan has quiet-
ly invested more deeply
in these regions.
Through the Tokyo
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Conference on African
Development (TICAD),
Japan has shifted from
paternalistic, top-down
aid to co-creation, pri-
oritising private-sector
partnerships and mutu-
al growth. For India, this
offers a natural plat-
form to co-shape devel-
opmental narratives in
Africa, South Asia, and
the Indian Ocean
Region.India’s own
neighbourhood engage-
ment remains frac-
tured. SAARC is dor-
mant, and nearly every
South Asian neighbour
(except Bhutan) has
signed on to China’s
Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI). Chinese invest-
ments in strategic ports
and infrastructure
across Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Nepal, and
the Maldives have cre-
ated a quasi-encir-
clement. India’s neigh-
bours, while wary of
Beijing’s debt traps,
continue to welcome its
financial largesse—
often more readily than
they do India’s out-
reach.Here, Japan’s
credibility matters.
Unlike India, Tokyo is
perceived by smaller
states as a benevolent
partner without hege-
monic pretensions.

Building joint India-
Japan working groups
for South Asia and the
Indian Ocean Region
could create sustainable
alternatives to China’s
dominance. Synergising
India’s Indo-Pacific
Oceans Initiative (IPOI)
with Japan’s Free and
Open Indo-Pacific
(FOIP) framework,
especially its pillar on
Connectivity in the
2023 iteration, would
provide the architec-
ture for such coopera-
tion.Second, technolo-
gy, defence, and strate-
gic industries.
Semiconductors are the
immediate headline.
India welcomes Japan’s
investments in this criti-
cal sector. Taiwan’s
TSMC has been hesitant
to enter India directly
but has invested heavily
in Japan, building two
plants worth over $20
billion in Kumamoto
with support from
Japanese firms such as
Sony and Toyota. This
creates a potential
bridge:
through Japan’s invest-

ments in chips, TSMC
could be incentivised to
establish a presence in
India, enabling integra-
tion into global value
chains.Defence cooper-
ation, 
however, is the area of
greatest untapped
potential. Past mis-
steps—such as the
aborted ShinMaywa US-
2 amphibious aircraft
deal—may have left
unpleasantness.

India must move Japan from ‘old

friend’ trap to real partners
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
recently warned journalists against
linking present trends in India-China
relations with India’s more recent
frustrations vis-à-vis the US. There is
a strong degree of truth in this warn-
ing. Contrary to the prevailing analy-
sis that Trump has induced India and
China to improve and repair ties, the
bilateral relationship has shown little
to no sign of improvement and
arguably has even deteriorated
under the calmer surface. Let me
explain.At present, the quantum of
trends as well as indications of
‘improved’ ties in the bilateral rela-
tionship can be divided into four cat-
egories. First, a return to diplomatic
and economic ‘normalcy’ such as the
resumption of flights, religious pil-
grimages and border trade.Second,
increasing talk of economic conver-
gence amid a gradual return of
Chinese investments. Third, growing
peace and tranquillity at the border.
And finally, strategic/geopolitical
convergences in the age of

Trump.Across all these four domains,
‘improvement signs’ are loud but
misleading or chimeral, while ‘deteri-
orating’ trends are getting more
entrenched under the radar.This
entails signs such as resumption (or
planned resumption) of direct flights,
exchange of journalists, enhanced
people-to-people ties, issuing of
visas for businesspersons, resump-
tion of border trade and the sharing
of hydrological data. The drip-feed of
small but persistent and incremental
news pertaining to these develop-
ments shapes and reinforces the idea
that ties are improving over time.
However, this is based on a false
causal theory.The two countries are
aiming to reinstate exchanges and
processes that were the norm until
2019. However, no one was ever of
the view back in 2019 that relations
were positive and improving because
such exchanges existed. In other
words, the resumption of these
processes says very little about real
improvement in ties.

India-China ties — improvement signs are

loud, problems sliding under the radar

Tax terror and India’s
same-sex couples

Leaves little chance of building a strong, centralised state

Land record portal to water atlas
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