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Prayagraj. A 21-year-old woman living in
Phaphamau, Ganganagar, was aborted by some doc-
tors. Her condition deteriorated. The woman has
been admitted to Swaroop Rani Nehru (SRN)
Hospital, where she is undergoing treatment. Based
on a complaint from the woman's brother,
Phaphamau police have filed a case against Dr.
Satyendra Patel, a resident of Baradari Bazaar
Holagarh, Rahul, and the woman's friend, Raviraj of
Jagdishpur Shuklani Nawabganj. The accused are
being searched for.According to information
received, a man living in a village in the Phaphamau
police station area alleges that Raviraj used to visit
his house frequently. During this time, he became
friends with his sister. A week ago, his sister sud-
denly experienced stomach pain. The sister called
Raviraj and told him. He called his sister to Soraon
and asked her to see a doctor he knew. The sister
arrived in Soraon with her mother, where Raviraj
was found. After this, his sister was taken to Rahul
Clinic in Baradari Bazaar, Holagarh.There, doctors
Satyendra Patel and Rahul examined her and said
that the pain would subside with medication.
Together, the two doctors administered the medica-
tion, and shortly thereafter, blood began to flow
from her private parts. Raviraj, along with his moth-
er, took his sister to Dev Hospital in Soraon, where
doctors examined her and determined that an abor-
tion had been performed. As her condition wors-
ened, she was admitted to Swarup Rani Nehru
Hospital. Police Station Officer, Phaphamau, stated
that the accused will be arrested soon.In this regard,
Police Station Officer, Phaphamau, Ashwini Singh,
stated that a case has been registered based on the
complaint and investigations are underway. The
accused will be arrested soon.

Student on her way to board
exam center crushed by
truck, dies on the spot

Prayagraj. A tragic accident occurred on Monday
afternoon in the Baharia area, where Vaishnavi (17),
a 12th-grade student, daughter of Shailendra Kumar
Maurya, died on the spot after being hit by a speed-
ing truck. Her cousin, Pratap, who was riding the
bike, was seriously injured and has been hospital-
ized.Vaishnavi was traveling with her cousin to Maa
Kaushalya Devi Inter College, about a kilometer
and a half away, where her board exam center was
located. As they reached the road near the
Saraigani-Dhamour Idgah turn, a speeding truck
coming from behind hit their bike. Pratap was
thrown off the bike upon impact, while Vaishnavi
fell in the middle of the road, and the truck ran over
her.Family members and a large number of villagers
rushed to the spot upon receiving information about
the incident. 
Villagers said that due to the lack of speed breakers
or safe traffic arrangements on this route, truck
drivers often drive at reckless speeds, leading to fre-
quent accidents.Vaishnavi was the eldest of two
brothers and two sisters. Her parents say she aspired
to become an IAS officer and was extremely bright
in her studies. This accident has shattered all the
family's hopes.Bahria Police Station Officer Brijesh
Kumar Singh said that the search for the truck driv-
er is ongoing and the police are investigating the
case. The body has been sent for post-mortem, and
the family has been informed.
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Prayagraj. The Legal
Services Authority's Nyay
Rath (Nyay Rath) was
flagged off from the
District Court premises on
Saturday to widely publi-
cize the National Lok
Adalat, to be held in
Prayagraj on March 14,
2026. The program was
inaugurated by District
Judge and Chairman of the
District Legal Services
Authority, Satya Prakash
Tripathi.On this occasion,
the Nyay Rath, received
from the Uttar Pradesh
State Legal Services
Authority, was also dis-
patched to the district for
an awareness campaign.
The publicity vehicle will
disseminate information
about the Lok Adalat to the
public throughout the city
and surrounding
areas.Managers from all
banks and the District

Lead Manager of Bank of
Baroda were also present
at the event. With their
support, special awareness
was emphasized regarding
the settlement of bank-
related disputes. 
During the campaign,

paralegal volunteers toured
the city, informing people
about the benefits of the
Lok Adalat.On this occa-
sion, Additional District

Judge First Ram Pratap
Singh Rana, Nodal Officer
Lok Adalat/ADJ Ravikant,
Additional District Judge
Rahul Singh, Chief
Judicial Magistrate Trisha
Mishra and Secretary of
District Legal Services
Authority Shashi Kumar
along with other judicial
officers were present.
Secretary of District Legal
Services Authority Shashi

Kumar said that the target
has been set to settle as
many cases as possible in
the National Lok Adalat to
be held on 14 March 2026.
He has appealed to the
people of the district to
identify their pending
cases and appear in person
or through their advocates
and avail the benefit of
settlement on the basis of
reconciliation. 
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Prayagraj. A
review meeting of
divisional develop-
ment works was
held on Tuesday in
Prayagraj's Gandhi
Auditorium, chaired
by Divisional
Commissioner Mrs.
Soumya Agarwal.
While reviewing the
progress of various
public welfare
schemes, officials
were instructed to
ensure 100%
achievement of tar-
gets. She clarified
that strict action will
be taken against the
concerned officials
if any negligence is
found in
progress.The
Divisional
Commissioner
expressed displeas-
ure over the poor
progress in
Prayagraj's PM
Suryaghar Yojana
and directed the
Electricity
Department to coor-
dinate with the
Electricity

Department to expe-
dite solar rooftop
installations. He
also directed meet-
ings with vendors to
ensure targets are
met.The situation in
Prayagraj and
Kaushambi was also
found to be unsatis-
factory under the
Post-Matric/Pre-
Matric Scholarship
and Fee
Reimbursement

Scheme, prompting
the concerned
departments to
increase coordina-
tion with education-
al institutions.
Dissatisfaction was
also expressed over
the slow progress in
solar pump installa-
tions under the PM
Kusum Yojana and
the Chief Minister's
Rural Housing
Scheme.During the

review of the Health
Department, instruc-
tions were given to
ensure cleanliness at
community and pri-
mary health centers,
institutional deliver-
ies, audit of new-
born and maternal
deaths and timely
payment of incen-
tive amount. 

The Animal
Husbandry
Department was

asked to complete
the construction
work of Kanha
Upvan and Gaushala
centers soon and
ensure proper care
of destitute
cattle.The
Electricity
Department was
instructed to replace
burnt transformers
within the stipulated
time frame and
maintain the avail-

ability of additional
transformers. In the
review of taxes and
cesses, the depart-
ments were asked to
prepare an action
plan and ensure
100% revenue col-
lection. All the
District Magistrates
of the division and
officers of the con-
cerned departments
were present in the
meeting. 

Negligence in schemes will be dealt
with, Divisional Commissioner

issues stern warning
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Tharwai. A grand fair
was held at
Pandeshwar Nath
Dham, Padila, on the
occasion of
Mahashivratri. People
enjoyed the fair in
abundance, with
women shopping for
household items and
children enjoying the
fair, buying toys and
other items. Devotees
of Lord Shiva flocked
to the temple from
early morning on
Mahashivratri, with
over a million devotees

arriving for the
Jalabhishek ceremony.
On the second and
third days of the fair,
everyone enjoyed the
fair. To ensure that no
chaos occurred, senior
officials monitored the
fair, while police were
deployed at all key
points. Volunteers were
also deployed to main-
tain cleanliness during
the Jalabhishek cere-
mony. The fair con-
cluded peacefully on
the third day of the fair.
On this occasion,
Mahant Akhilesh Giri
of Pandeshwar Nath
Dham and priest Vivek

Giri were presented
with robes. On the
same occasion, Vineet
Bansal, Vijay Kumar
Gautam, Village Head
Jaitwardih Mahendra
Giri Mandal President
Bharatiya Janata Party
presented robes to all
of them as a mark of
respect for the success-
ful conclusion of the
fair. Sushil Mishra,
Prakash Shukla,
Santosh Patel,
Surendra, Brijesh
Yadav, Vipin Yadav,
Pramod Yadav, Rinku,
Bhole Giri, Brijesh
Tiwari etc. were all
present.

District Judge flags off Nyay Rath

to promote National Lok Adalat

The three-day fair at Pandeshwar Nath

Dham, Padila, concluded successfully

Woman undergoes abortion,
admitted to SRN Hospital in
critical condition, case filed

against doctor and three others

Jhunsi, Prayagraj.

Police solved the murder of a

young man in the Jhunsi police

station area within 24 hours.

They arrested four wanted

accused and recovered two

wooden sticks used in the

crime. The action caused a stir

in the area.Case number

50/2026, under Section

103(1)/238 of the Criminal

Procedure Code (CrPC), was

registered at Jhunsi police sta-

tion based on the complaint of

Kuldeep Bind's father,

Rammurat Bind, a resident of

Daulatpur Bajhan village. Upon

receiving information about the

incident, police and forensic

teams arrived at the scene and

collected evidence. On the

instructions of senior officers,

several teams were formed to

arrest the accused.On Tuesday,

police raided a railway under-

pass and arrested Munna Lal

alias Munmun (29), Pappu

Bind (45), Desi Bind (40), and

Babni Devi (65). During inter-

rogation, the accused admitted

their involvement in the crime.

At their behest, two wooden

sticks used in the murder were

recovered. According to police

officials, preliminary investiga-

tions suggest a personal rivalry

as the motive. However, other

aspects are also being investi-

gated. The arrested accused will

be presented in court and legal

action is underway. The prompt

action by the team formed

under the leadership of the sta-

tion in-charge, Jhunsi, allowed

the police to quickly solve the

murder case. Local residents

have also praised the police's

promptness.

Kuldeep Bind murder case: Four accused arrested within 24

hours, wooden sticks recovered
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Ghazipur:The 22nd two-day
Annual Sports Meet 2026
was inaugurated with great
enthusiasm and dignity at the
Government Shaheed Smarak
Degree College in
Mohammadabad Yusufpur of
Ghazipur district. The college
campus was filled with

excitement as students show-
cased remarkable energy,
zeal, and competitive spirit.
The playground reflected a
vibrant atmosphere of disci-
pline, sportsmanship, and
determination.The event was
graced by Circle Officer of
Kasimabad, Abhinav
Rajshree, as the Chief Guest,
while Station House Officer
Rajesh Tripathi attended as

the Guest of Honour. The
dignitaries were welcomed in
a traditional manner with
bouquets, followed by the
ceremonial lighting of the
sports torch to formally
declare the event open.The
program was skillfully con-
ducted by senior advocate
Krishnanand Rai, and the cer-
emony was presided over by
Vimal Kumar Rai, a member

of the college management
committee.Addressing the
gathering, the Chief Guest
emphasized that sports play a
vital role in shaping students’
personalities by instilling dis-
cipline, confidence, and team
spirit. He encouraged partici-
pants to compete with true
sportsmanship and to accept
both victory and defeat grace-
fully. The Guest of Honor

also motivated the students,
highlighting that sports activ-
ities help build physical
strength and mental
resilience.On the first day,
several athletic events such as
races, long jump, shot put,
and other track and field
competitions were organized.
Students participated whole-
heartedly and delivered
impressive performances,

earning loud applause from
the audience.In his conclud-
ing remarks, the chairperson
expressed gratitude to the
guests, teachers, staff mem-
bers, and students for making
the first day of the event suc-
cessful. A sense of excitement
and celebration continues to
prevail across the college
campus as the two-day sports
festival progresses.

Annual Sports Meet 2026 Inaugurated

with Great Enthusiasm and Spirit
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Ghazipur:In a significant
step toward making the town
clean, beautiful, and well-
organized, the local munici-
pal body has launched a spe-
cial sanitation drive in
Mohammadabad under
Ghazipur district. The cam-
paign was jointly led by
Executive Officer Ravindra
Mohan and Municipal
Council Chairman Rais
Ahmad.During the program,
the officials flagged off

garbage collection vehicles to
mark the formal commence-
ment of the campaign.
Municipal staff, public repre-
sentatives, and several promi-
nent citizens were present on
the occasion. Addressing the
gathering, the officials
emphasized that cleanliness is
not merely the responsibility
of the administration but a
collective duty of every citi-
zen.They informed that a spe-
cial action plan has been pre-
pared to strengthen the regu-
lar sanitation system in the

town. Under this plan, sanita-
tion workers will collect
garbage door-to-door twice
daily — in the morning and
evening. 
The garbage vehicles have
been equipped with separate
compartments for wet and
dry waste to ensure scientific
and environmentally friendly
disposal.
Appealing to residents, the
officials urged them to hand
over their waste to the collec-
tion vehicles at the designat-
ed time and refrain from

dumping garbage on roads or
in drains. They also high-
lighted that a clean environ-
ment not only enhances the
beauty of the town but also
helps in controlling the
spread of infectious dis-
eases.At the conclusion of the
event, both officials stressed
that no cleanliness campaign
can succeed without public
participation. With collective
cooperation and awareness,
the vision of a clean, healthy,
and model town can be
achieved.
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Utran. A horrific road acci-

dent occurred on Tuesday

morning on the Utsapur

National Highway in the

Utsapur police station area

of Prayagraj. The container

conductor died tragically on

the spot, while the driver

fled the scene. 

The impact was so

severe that the front portion

of the container was severe-

ly damaged.The deceased

has been identified as Vikas

(28), son of Harishankar,

resident of Uttam Nagar,

BK Mohan Garden, West

Delhi. 

The container was report-

edly traveling from Delhi to

Kolkata when it collided

from behind with an

unidentified truck parked on

the Utsapur National

Highway.Upon receiving

information about the acci-

dent, Utran police arrived at

the scene and, after consid-

erable effort, exhumed the

body, took it into custody,

and sent it for post-mortem.

Preliminary investigations

have revealed that the acci-

dent was caused by a truck

parked on the highway.

According to police, the

driver fled the scene after

the accident and is being

searched for. Efforts are

also being made to identify

the unidentified truck. After

the incident, the family

members of the deceased

have been informed. 

Container truck collides with

parked truck, conductor killed,

driver absconding

New Sanitation Drive Launched in
Mohammadabad Yusufpur, Garbage

Collection Vehicles Flagged Off
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Jhunsi. A major accident occurred in

the Jhunsi area of Sangam city on

Tuesday afternoon. Two of the four

teenage friends who had gone to

bathe in the Ganges near Bridge No.

4 in the Magh Mela area drowned in

deep water. After an hours-long

search operation, divers recovered

the body of one teenager, while the

other remains unaccounted for. The

incident has caused chaos in both

families. Police said Aditya Patel

(15), a resident of Pahsi village in

Phulpur, was studying at his mater-

nal uncle's house in Katka Jhunsi.

Around 2 pm on Tuesday, he went to

bathe in the Ganges with three

friends, Kartik Tiwari (16), Shivam,

and Satyam. While bathing, Aditya

and Kartik were suddenly swept

away by deep water and began

drowning. Shivam and Satyam, who

were present, tried to save them, but

were unsuccessful due to the strong

current. Locals gathered at the scene

and their families were informed.

Upon receiving the information, the

police administration and a team of

divers arrived at the scene. After

considerable effort, Aditya Patel's

body was recovered near Pipa Bridge

No. 3. Seeing the family's heart-

breaking cries and at their request,

the police handed over the body to

them without a post-mortem.

Meanwhile, no trace of Kartik Tiwari

has been found. Kartik's father, Ajay,

has already passed away. His mother,

Renu, and his two sisters and one

brother remained at the ghat, praying

for his well-being. It is reported that

the four teenagers were close friends.

Kartik, Aditya, and Shivam were stu-

dents in Class 8, while Satyam was

in high school. The group of friends

who had come to the banks of the

Ganges together, laughing and play-

ing, has been shattered by the

tragedy. Outpost in-charge of New

Jhunsi, Harishankar Mishra, stated

that a search operation for Kartik

will continue on Wednesday with

water police teams.

Two teenagers drowned while bathing in the Ganges;

one's body recovered; search for the other continues
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When the Waqf Amendment
Bill 2024 was first tabled in the
Lok Sabha on 8 August last
year, it triggered fears within
the Muslim community, as it
was perceived to have been
introduced without adequate
consultation with stakehold-
ers. After all, the issue of
waqfs— Muslim institutions
through which property is
bequeathed for religious or
charitable purposes—is sensi-
tive because it involves socio-
religious spaces such as
qabristans, masjids, idgahs,
and madrasas.æAs such, the
government and Parliament
were exhorted to adopt pro-
cedures that allayed rather
than stoked the fears of

Muslims. In this backdrop, the
decision to refer the bill to a
joint committee of both
Houses of Parliament was wel-
come. The 31-member com-
mittee, drawn from across
party lines, received 97,27,772
memoranda overall. There
were representations from
various ministries and depart-
ments—including Minority
Affairs, Law and Justice,
Railways, Housing and Urban
Affairs, Road Transport, and
Culture (Archaeological
Survey of India)—as well as
state waqf boards and
experts, ensuring a diversity
of opinions.æAs such, the
government and Parliament
were exhorted to adopt pro-

cedures that allayed rather
than stoked the fears of
Muslims. In this backdrop, the
decision to refer the bill to a
joint committee of both
Houses of Parliament was wel-
come. The 31-member com-
mittee, drawn from across
party lines, received 97,27,772
memoranda overall. There
were representations from
various ministries and depart-
ments—including Minority
Affairs, Law and Justice,
Railways, Housing and Urban
Affairs, Road Transport, and
Culture (Archaeological
Survey of India)—as well as
state waqf boards and
experts, ensuring a diversity
of opinions. It is not entirely

correct to state that waqf
reforms are being externally
foisted. Rather, to a large
extent, the demand for waqf
reforms has emerged from
within the Muslim community
also. The Ministry of Minority
Affairs received numerous
complaints from Muslims on
the maladministration of waqf
properties, which manifested
in voluminous litigations. The
ministry’s analysis of griev-
ances received from April
2023 found that 148 com-
plaints pertained mostly to
encroachments, illegal sales of
waqf land, delays in surveys
and registration, and com-
plaints against waqf boards
and mutawallis.

Power is in the words. Language has mystical
powers. I enjoy playing with words. Those words
are hot. You can be moved to tears by words.
You can find humor in words. Moreover, there
are few things that can convey the planet and all
its inhabitants as vividly and comprehensively as
words. During the 2009 austerity drive of the
Congress-led UPA administration, Tharoor was
embroiled in controversy for his response to a
query regarding flying "cattle class" to Kerala. His
statement, "Absolutely, in cattle class out of sol-
idarity with all our holy cows!" caused a political
storm following his response. Tharoor, an
accomplished writer of numerous best-selling
books on Indian society and politics, was forced
to clarify that he did not want to offend econo-
my class passengers after the Congress party
swiftly censured him. After 16 years, Tharoor is
now again in trouble for comments he made in
an interview. In response to a Malayalam report
that he had claimed, "We have many leaders,
but many feel that there are no ordinary work-
ers," Tharoor clarified that he had really said,
"several workers feel there is an absence of a
leader in Kerala’s Congress." "You should not
think that I have no option to spend my time. I
have options," Tharoor added earlier in the
interview. I have speeches, books, and invita-
tions to speak all around the globe. Some saw
his comments as a covert signal to the highest
levels of Congress that he was thinking about
other political paths. Amidst the upcoming
Assembly elections in the state next year,
Tharoor is now facing accusations of "crossing
the line" from the top leaders of the Congress's
faction-ridden Kerala unit, putting him in the
center of a maelstrom. Because of this, Shashi
Tharoor has been named this week's ThePrint
Newsmaker. Actually, Tharoor's essay praising
the new industrial policies of the Left-led Kerala
government had already been a hot topic before
the interview controversy erupted. Tharoor had
stated that, during the course of 18 months last
year, Kerala's startup ecosystem was valued at
an astounding $1.7 billion, which is five times
higher than the worldwide average for the same
time period. While the fact that this change has
started happening under an LDF government
run by communists is shocking, it is not totally
unexpected. “The path to growth and prosperity
for their people lies in capitalism, entrepreneur-
ship, and initiative, not in red flags, strikes, and
agitations,” he said in the post, comparing the
Communists in Kerala to their West Bengali
counterparts at the turn of the century. While he
disagrees that the state's industrial climate has
changed generally, Tharoor defended himself by
saying that "when something good emerges,
even if only in one area, it is petty not to
acknowledge it" in response to attacks from
Kerala Congress officials over the piece. Tharoor,
a former UN diplomat, has had a tumultuous
political career with the Congress since his 2009
victory in the Lok Sabha elections from the
Thiruvananthapuram constituency. Mostly
because he had a habit of saying things that
went against the party line. However, he consis-
tently gets himself into problems by more than
simply his words. In 2009, as the UPA was imple-
menting its austerity measures, Tharoor and
then-External Affairs Minister SM Krishna came
under fire from the government for allegedly
residing in a five-star hotel in Delhi while their
official quarters were still being prepared.
Tharoor lost his position in the Manmohan Singh
government's council of ministers in 2010 due to
the scandal surrounding the sweat equity pro-
vided to Sunanda Pushkar, his then-girlfriend
and later-wife, by a consortium that owned the
Kochi club of the Indian Premier League. His
ordination as a junior minister was renewed in
2012. Tharoor was thrust into his gravest
professional crisis in January 2014,
when Pushkar was discovered
dead in a luxurious Delhi hotel
room—months prior to the
Lok Sabha elections.

Donald Trump has spent
only a month in his second
term as the US President.
However, he has disrupted
the international order,
weakened the Western
alliance and created a sense
of insecurity and uncertainty
among its members, surpris-
ing even some of his sup-
porters. There has been a
paradigm shift in US foreign
policy under Trump. He is
now closer to Moscow than
Washington's traditional
allies. He has embraced the
Kremlin's narrative on
Ukraine and has sidelined US
allies. Although senior mem-
bers of the Trump adminis-
tration have denied that the
US has abandoned Kyiv and
ignored its European allies,
Trump himself has not made
any serious attempts to paci-
fy Ukrainians and Europeans.
His closeness to Russia has
been on display since he
talked for 90 minutes on the
phone with Russian leader
Vladimir Putin, in which they
agreed to start negotiations
to end the Ukraine war,
which will mark its third
anniversary on Monday.
Trump did speak to
Zelenskyy soon after that call
with Putin, but a nervous
Ukrainian President warned
that excluding his country
from the talks would be
“very dangerous”. Events
after that only made
Ukrainians feels sidelined.
Trump's Vice President, JD
Vance, met European leaders
in Munich two days later. But
his comment that Europe
will not be included in the
peace talks only helped
fuelled the speculation that
they were being left out of
the future of Ukraine, which
is closer to their homes and
in which they have invested a
lot of money and effort since

the Russian invasion. Vance's
meeting with Zelenskyy did
not go well either as the
Ukrainian leader refused to
give access to the country's
vast reserves of critical min-
erals unless he was given
security guarantees. That
angered Washington. Ending
the Russia-Ukraine war was
Trump's major campaign
promise. But hardly anyone
expected him to brazenly
take Russia's side and even
blame Ukraine for the con-
flict, which he did. Last
Tuesday, a US delegation led
by Secretary of State Marco
Rubio met the Russian dele-
gation headed by Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov in
Saudi Arabia, to discuss
peace. Ukraine was not invit-
ed. Putin—who had been
shunned by the US and its
allies since the invasion of
Ukraine—was delighted. A
frustrated Zelenskyy dis-
missed the Riyadh talks as
worthless. Trump did not like
those comments and called
the Ukraine President a dic-
tator, even accusing him of
starting the war. Zelenskyy
said the US President was liv-
ing in a Russian-made “disin-
formation space”. This infuri-
ated Trump, who does not
take kindly to any criticism.
He described Zelenskyy as “a
modestly successful comedi-
an” who “talked the United

States of America into
spending $350 Billion, to go
into a War that couldn't be
won, that never had to start,
but a War that he, without
the U.S. and ‘TRUMP,' will
never be able to settle.”
Trump's behaviour towards
Zelenskyy is in stark contrast
to Biden's, who had backed
Ukraine against Russia with
all the possible military and
financial aid. President Biden
travelled to Ukraine many
times since the Russian inva-
sion in February 2022 to dis-
play his administration's full
support. He also promised
NATO membership to
Ukraine at a future date.
Russia was severely pun-
ished for invading Ukraine.
The US joined hands with its
allies to isolate Moscow.
Russia faced tough sanctions
and its assets in the West
were seized. The
International Criminal Court
issued an arrest warrant
against Putin for alleged war
crimes in Ukraine. There
were even plans to put Putin
and his close allies on
Nuremberg-style trials. Until
a year ago, Ukraine's leader
was talking about even liber-
ating all its territory, includ-
ing Crimea, which Russia
annexed in 2014, with the
help of Western military
equipment. Ukraine even
succeeded in occupying the

Russian territory of Kursk,
which it had thought would
be used as a bargaining chip
during negotiations with
Moscow. But all that now
looks like a distant dream.
With Trump back in the
White House, Ukraine fears
that Russia will be allowed to
keep all the occupied territo-
ry as part of the deal to end
the war. Kyiv is now likely to
be denied NATO member-
ship. That could be a promise
to Russia to end the war. The
US under Trump has now
even opposed calling Russia
an aggressor in a G-7 state-
ment being prepared to
mark the third anniversary of
the war. The US team
removed the phrase from
the first draft, which was pre-
pared by Canada, the current
holder of the group's presi-
dency. It is not just Ukraine,
America's European allies
are also now nervous about
the intent of Trump. Since
the Second World War, they
enjoyed the US security
umbrella under NATO. But
now they are unsure if the
US under Trump will honour
Article 5 of the NATO, which
is triggered when a member
state comes under attack. It
implies that an attack on one
member is an attack on all.
There is even fear in Europe
that Donald Trump may sign
a deal with the Russian
leader Vladimir Putin that
will lead to the withdrawal of
US forces from Baltic states
and effectively kill the NATO
alliance. That could be simi-
lar to the non-aggression
treaty signed by the Soviet
Union and Nazi Germany on
August 23, 1939, sending
shockwaves to other
European countries and
prompting Hitler and Stalin
to annex neighbouring coun-
tries. It is another matter

that Hitler invaded the Soviet
Union two years later, put-
ting an end to the treaty.
European members of NATO
may call themselves major
powers, but they can't match
Russia's military might with-
out US support. Even after
losing more than a hundred
thousand men and lots of
military equipment in the
Ukraine conflict, Moscow
remains a strong power,
mainly because of its nuclear
arsenal. So Why Has Trump
Changed The Narrative?
Trump has always been an
admirer of strongmen like
Putin. Even during his first
term, he developed a rap-
port with him. He also dis-
likes Zelenskyy, whom he
sees as more of a roadblock
in ending the Ukraine con-
flict. As a former business-
man, Trump sees things from
the perspective of profitable
deals. Western sanctions
have hit Russia, but
American companies have
also suffered business losses,
running into billions of dol-
lars. He would like to reverse
that. And despite Ukraine's
resistance, Trump believes
Zelenskyy will have to give
access to critical minerals in
return for any future US sup-
port. Some in the Trump
administration suggest Kyiv
should provide Americans
with those minerals in return
for the US military and finan-
cial aid already received by
Ukraine. Trump has blamed
European leaders for not
doing enough to end the
Ukraine war. He has also
complained for a long time
that Europe has lived off the
US for too long and it must
pay for its security.
Europeans have increased
their defence budgets but
not enough to survive with-
out US support. 

Aasavage irony is unfolding in Uttar
Pradesh right now. India’s holiest
gathering is a hunting ground for
faceless remote predators. At the
“once in 144 years” Maha Kumbh
Mela underway in Prayagraj, where
millions congregate to wash away
their sins in the Ganga, an unholy
alliance of voyeurs, traders, and
technology has formed. They’re
transforming purification into
portable entertainment. What’s on
sale? The privacy and bodily integri-
ty of women devotees. And the
price? Anywhere between Rs 800
and Rs 2,000, depending on the
quality of violation. Indian women
have been failed, yet again, by a new
trinity: The holy, the unholy, and the
algorithm.  Last week, 13 FIRs were
lodged against 140 social media
accounts for posting objectionable
videos of women, including those of
female devotees taking a dip at the
Kumbh. The bathing videos came to
light during a separate investigation
by the Ahmedabad Cyber Crime
Police into videos sourced from a
Rajkot hospital’s gynaecology
department. The investigation
revealed that the three accused—
Prajwal Taili, Praj Patil, and
Chandraprakash Phoolchand—ran at
least 22 Telegram channels where
they sold clips of women, recorded
and traded without their consent.
The three men, a YouTuber from
Prayagraj and two NEET aspirants
from Maharashtra, ran their enter-
prise under an innocuous name
“Megha Demos Group”. The chan-
nels, with labels like “CCTV Injection
Group”, “Labor Room Injection
Group”, and “Ganga River Open
Bathing Group”, turned these trans-
gressions into a menu of options.
“Disturbingly, some content fea-
tured covert recordings from hospi-
tal labour rooms, medical examina-
tions, and public areas like bus
stands, marriage halls, and par-
lours,” cyber crime officers told The

Times of India. This lucrative venture
raked in Rs 8 lakh a year. To the cred-
it of UP Police, their social media
monitoring team has moved swiftly,
and identified 15 more accounts
across Facebook, YouTube, and
Instagram participating in this
ecosystem of exploitation. The state
government has now banned cam-
eras at bathing ghats, deploying
CRPF and state police personnel to
enforce this prohibition. In 2019 too,
the Allahabad High Court had
banned the publishing of photos and
videos of women at the Kumbh
Mela: “The court said no pictures of
women bathing or taking a holy dip
should be shared. It also warned
that action would be taken if the
order was broken. This rule applies
to both print and visual media.”  This
violation and commodification of
women’s bodies at the Maha Kumbh
represents a betrayal across three
interconnected spheres. It’s not as if
Indian women are unfamiliar with
such trespasses—that’s our daily
reality. But the Kumbh videos expose
a particularly perverse intersection
of faith, trade, and technology. First,
there is the sacred: 
In a space of spiritual liberation, the
crowd provides both cover and tar-
get for predators. 
Elaborate systems.
at Indian temples and other places

of worship prevent photography to
protect idols and deities. Those reg-
ulations don’t extend to the bodies
of women who show up at these
sites.  Then comes the betrayal by
the profane, a carefully constructed
marketplace where every assault is
catalogued, priced, and traded.
What’s most chilling about the
Kumbh videos is the clinical efficien-
cy of their distribution. The “Megha
Demos Group” operated with the
precision of a tech startup, complete
with a freemium business model.
Finally, there is the betrayal by tech-
nology.

The trinity that failed women at Maha

Kumbh. Holy, unholy, and the algorithm

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
attacked the opposition, calling mem-
bers of the party who support "jungle
raj" anti-Indian and anti-faith.
Furthermore, he said that the state's
citizens would hold anybody who
insults Maha Kumbh in contempt for-
ever. Political circles were captivated
by his attention on Maha Kumbh,
which he displayed barely two days
before Maha Shivratri, as the event
was coming to a close. For what rea-
son did Modi bring up the holy event,
which has been going on for almost
two months, Was all he was doing
was addressing the Opposition's
strong criticism of what they saw as
poor administration during the
world's largest religious gathering, the
Maha Kumbh, and the two stampedes
that occurred there. Did he want
Maha Kumbh to be a part of the
National Democratic Alliance's Bihar
election platform? It is quite probable
that Modi, who had begun the NDA's
Bihar election campaign with Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, purposefully

brought up the controversy surround-
ing Maha Kumbh in order to strength-
en the Hindu support among the OBC.
Many also saw it as an effort to win
over religiously inclined female voters.
Meanwhile, political scientists
claimed Modi didn't really need to
mention Maha Kumbh. In contrast to
Uttar Pradesh, religious and commu-
nal appeals do not have the same
impact on elections in Bihar. A trans-
formative governance agenda has tra-
ditionally had a greater impact on the
state. Rather than a rising embrace of
the Hindutva ideology of the BJP,
observers pointed out that Bihar was
shifting away from the Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD) led by Lalu Yadav
owing to fears of his previous misrule.
North Bihar is still firmly under the
control of the NDA, and yatras, which
were once used to communalize poli-
tics, have not been very successful.
The Hindu Swabhiman Yatra, which
Union Minister Giriraj Singh attempt-
ed last year but was unable to launch,
is a prime example. 

The Hindutva Pitch of the BJP: Will

Bihar Pay Attention This Time?

Shashi Tharoor has always

disliked ‘statist Congress’

There has been a paradigm shift in US foreign policy

Muslims want waqf reforms too. It’s not an issue for political acrimony
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Delhi dominates India's top
college list

Delhi : Delhi University's Hindu College has
topped the National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF) 2025 list, followed by Miranda
House, Hans Raj, Kirori Mal and St Stephen's,
emerging as the top five colleges in the country.
Delhi University (DU) also recorded its best-ever
performance in the Universities category, rising
to fifth position from last year's sixth. It advanced
to 12th place in the Research Institutions list and
retained the 15th spot overall. Vice Chancellor
Yogesh Singh called the achievement "a land-
mark moment", crediting the collective efforts of
faculty, students, alumni and staff. Hindu College
Principal Anju Srivastava said the recognition
reflected the college's focus on holistic educa-
tion. "We have created an ecosystem where stu-
dents get opportunities for research, innovation
and practical exposure. Under NEP reforms, they
are pursuing interests beyond the classroom with
flexibility and industry linkages," she told.
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) secured the
second spot among universities. Vice Chancellor
Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit said the ranking was
a matter of great pride, highlighting JNU's model
of "excellence with equity and innovation with
inclusion". 

CBSE and NCB to Raise Drug
Abuse Awareness

Delhi : Together, the NCB and the Central Board
of Secondary Education are working to eliminate
drug use from schools and raise public awareness
about the dangers of substance misuse. The CBSE
board headquarters hosted an agreement signing
event. The CBSE announced in an official state-
ment that the two organizations have reached an
agreement that will allow them to work together
on various projects. These projects will include
community outreach, counselling services for
students and parents, e-modules on drug preven-
tion, capacity-building workshops for teachers
and counsellors, and quarterly awareness pro-
grams.

Delhi : Union
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan
voiced his faith in
NCERT's ability to push
educational reforms
and bring about a par-
adigm change in
teaching and learning,
despite the fact that
the council has been
criticized for its text-
book updates. In his
support of NCERT's ini-
tiatives to implement
the reforms proposed
in NE, Pradhan com-
pared it to a "Gyan
Kumbh" that has had a
profound impact on
the lives of many
Indians. At its 65th
Foundation Day,
Pradhan emphasized
that NCERT needs to
take the lead in trans-
forming India's educa-
tion system by adopt-
ing a reform-oriented
and tech-driven role. It
has come a long way
since its start, espe-
cially in terms of edu-
cation's role in nation-
building. 

He emphasized that

the organization need-
ed to "don a new
avatar" that was
reform-oriented, tech-
driven, and focused on
best practices in order
to embrace its role as
a change leader. With
unwavering convic-
tion, Pradhan declared
that NCERT will "bring
a paradigm shift in
teaching and learning
and play a key role in
actualising the goal of
Samridhh Bharat."
"Confident that NCERT
will continue shaping
critical and creative
thinking in the 'Amrit
Peedhi'," stated the
professor.  

Delhi : The 
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT)
Madras has topped
the National
Institutional 
Ranking Framework
(NIRF) 2025 for the
seventh consecutive
year, and also
emerged the top
engineering college
in India for the 10th
year since the rank-
ings were intro-
duced in 2016. Like
last year, the Indian
Institute of Science
(IISc) Bengaluru is
ranked second in
the overall ranking,
and IIT Bombay
third. The first non-
engineering institu-
tion in the Top 10 of
the overall ranking
is the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences, Delhi at
eighth (seventh last
year); the IITs at
Delhi, Kanpur,
Kharagpur, and

Roorkee (which
swapped places
with AIIMS) hold the
fourth, fifth, sixth
and seventh places.
Jawaharlal Nehru
University (New
Delhi) and Banaras
Hindu University
(Varanasi) have
moved up to the
ninth and tenth
spots, respectively.
Union education
minister 
Dharmendra 
Pradhan and minis-
ter of state for edu-
cation Sukanta
Majumdar

announced the
overall rankings and
rankings across 17
categories for higher
education institu-
tions (HEls).

The cate-
gories include engi-
neering, manage-
ment, medicine,
university, law,
research, and agri-
culture. There is also
a category just for
colleges. A total of
14,163 higher edu-
cation institutions
participated in the
10th edition of NIRF
Rankings. 

Delhi : The Board of Control for Cricket in India
will conduct elections for the post of all its office-
bearers - president, vice-president, secretary,
joint secretary and treasurer, in Mumbai on
September 28. In a notice, seen by to all the state
associations, BCCI secretary Devajit Saikia stated,
"Notice is hereby given that the 94th Annual
General Meeting (hereinafter referred to as
"AGM") of the Board of Control for Cricket in
India ("BCCI"), which will be held at 11.30 AM on
September 28, 2025, at BCCI headquarters at
Mumbai, to transact the business as per the
agenda provided below." "The minutes of the
93rd Annual General Meeting held on September
29, 2024, the minutes of the Special General
Meeting held on January 1, 2025, and the min-
utes of the Special General Meeting held 2025,
are attached herewith. Rest of the agenda papers
will follow shortly. You are kindly requested to
attend the meeting," Saikia concluded. 

NMC asks medical colleges
to deploy PG students in

flood-affected areas
Delhi : The National Medical Commission (NMC)
has asked all medical colleges across the country
to deploy post-graduate medical students in
flood-affected areas. 
The deployment would be a part of the district

residency programme, according to its recent
directive. The directive states: "In view of recent
floods/disaster-like situations in northern
states/UTs, there is an urgent requirement for
healthcare professionals as part of the ongoing
relief measures.

Delhi : The Supreme Court
said its 2014 verdict by a five-
judge constitution bench
that the Right to Education
(RTE) Act did not apply to
religious and linguistic minor-
ity educational institutions
"strikes at the heart of good
quality universal elementary
education, its consequences
are far-reaching" and should
be reconsidered. A two-
judge bench forwarded a
bundle of Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra appeals on
whether minority-run
schools required passing the
Teacher Eligibility Test to CJI
to consider advancing the
matter to a larger bench. It
claimed exempting minority
institutions from the Act
would erode inclusion.
Minority schools are exempt

from teacher appointment
and free education for
underprivileged children
laws. The SC court noted its
2014 verdict basically divided
RTE under Article 21A from
collective rights under Article
30(1), which allow minority
communities to construct
and run educational institu-
tions. 

The Pramati Educational

and Cultural Trust (case)
exempts minority schools,
whether aided or unaided,
from the RTE Act using
clause (1) of Article 30 of the
Constitution, which we dis-
agree was correctly decided.
Thus, a revisiting of the ruling
seems inevitable "Justice
Dipankar Datta, who wrote
the bench verdict with
Justice Manmohan, stated.  

Delhi :The 
Supreme Court noti-
fied NCERT, the Union
government, and six
states to respond to a
plea to integrate trans-
gender inclusive sex
education in school
curricula. Chief Justice
of India (CJI) Bhushan
R Gavai and Justice K
Vinod Chandran sent
notices to the Centre,
NCERT, and
Maharashtra, Punjab,
Karnataka, and Tamil
Nadu on the case
brought by 16-year-old
Delhi student Kaavya
Mukherjee Saha.

Class 12 stu-
dent from Vasant
Valley School in Delhi
filed the case, com-

plaining about the lack
of transgender-inclu-
sive 
Comprehensive
Sexuality Education
(CSE) in NCERT and
SCERT textbooks. The
student wants binding
gender sensitisation
and transgender-inclu-
sive CSE rules in all
schools nationwide.
Senior advocate Gopal
S a n ka ra n a raya n a n ,
representing Saha,

told the bench that
NCERT had recently
admitted in a Right to
Information (RTI) reply
that it had "no infor-
mation" on integrating
CSE into school educa-
tion, despite a 2024
Supreme Court order.
Saha's petition
claimed that NCERT 
and most state coun-
cils of educational
research and training
(SCERTs) have failed to
include structured or
examinable content on
gender identity, gen-
der diversity, and sex
and gender despite
Sections 2(d) and 13 of
the Transgender
Persons (Protection of
Rights) Act, 2019.  

Delhi : The
Supreme Court criti-

cized the Telangana
government's domi-
cile policy, which
requires students to
have attended
Classes 9–12 in the
state to be eligible for
state quota medical
seats through
NEET,saying it was
distant from reality.
Many students now
study in Kota for Class
11 and 12 to get bet-
ter coaching for med-
ical and engineering
entrance exams.
Should they be
denied admission
because they are not
Telangana residents?
"CJI BR Gavai, Justices
K Vinod Chandran
and Joymalya Bagchi
asked. "You must
have a humane
approach." Such stu-
dents should not be
harassed. Students
whose parents are
from Telangana are
entitled for state
quota seats regard-
less of where they fin-
ished Class 11 and 12,
"CJI warned, "Either

you (the govt) rectify
the matter, or we will
set it right." Advocate
Raghenth Basant told
the bench that the
domicile bar has cre-
ated a sensitive situa-
tion for kids whose
parents were born in
Telangana and have
lived there.
Children of a Kerala

resident posted in
Telangana for four
years who complete
Class 9-12 in
Telangana are eligible
for state quota med-
ical seats. He said
youngsters who study
outside Telangana
despite their parents
being natural citizens
cannot apply for state
quota medical seats.  

Medical seat domicile rule

of T'gana flawed: SC

Delhi : The DUSU
Election Commission
has made it clear that
all that is needed to
run for student union
office in the forthcom-
ing elections is an affi-
davit and a Rs 1 lakh
surety bond. Neither
the school nor their
own bank accounts
will require them to
deposit this sum. It is
sufficient for a candi-
date to submit an affi-
davit and a surety
bond, stated Chief
Election Officer Prof.
Raj Kishor Sharma dur-
ing a news conference.
Neither the university
nor their account will
request the payment

of this sum. He
emphasized that the
goal of this measure
was to increase clarity
and simplicity. In addi-
tion, the presiding offi-
cer, Dr. Rajesh Singh,
emphasized the
Election Commission's
dedication to holding
fair and free elections
and urged all parties
involved to work

together. While outlin-
ing the DUSU 2025–26
election program and
code of conduct,
Sharma made sure to
mention that cam-
paigning with hand-
made posters is strictly
forbidden and can
only be done on dedi-
cated "Democracy
Walls."  

Delhi : National Green
Tribunal (NGT) asked IIT
Delhi to examine the
effectiveness of UV
technology in sewage
treatment and directed
the DPCC to take puni-
tive action against 14
STPS, which, as per a
report, failed to meet
the standards. 

A tribunal

bench, headed by NGT
chairperson Justice
Prakash Shrivastava, in
an order  took notice of
a report by Delhi Jal
Board (DJB). 

The report stated that
of 37 STPs in the city,
seven were yet to be
installed with a disin-
fection system, four had
not installed any sys-

tem, while among oth-
ers, 15 had deployed
UV and 11 had chlorina-
tion-based disinfection
systems to treat bacte-
ria in sewage before
discharging the treated
water into drains. For
those yet to be
installed, the process
was initiated or tenders
awarded.

Pradhan Mantri Kalyan 

Yojana relies on NCERT

Assess UV technology in sewage 

treatment, NGT directs IIT Delhi

IIT Madras, IISc B'luru, IIT 

Bombay top 3 in NIRF 2025

Supreme Court asks Centre,

NCERT on transgender-inclusive

BCCI to hold AGM on Sept 28 to

elect president, secretary, other

office bearers

CEO tells DUSU hopefuls to submit

bond and affidavit, no deposit required

Delhi: Hindu College at
Delhi University has set
itself apart from other
Indian universities by
creating a public policy
lab. Officials have stat-
ed that the goal is to
include real-world poli-
cymaking into both
undergraduate and
graduate programs.
With the goal of
democratizing and
decentralizing the
process of knowledge
generation, the lab is
designed to serve as a
hub for policy simula-
tions, applied research,
and field-based .
insights. This will bring

Hindu University

establishes public

policy institute

Delhi : A whopping 71% of
businesses in the electronics
sector have shown a great
desire to hire LGBTQIA+
apprentices, making it one of
the most welcoming sectors
for this demographic. Overall,
64 percent of Indian compa-
nies are welcoming of
LGBTQIA+ apprentices, so this
is just one more example of a
larger trend. The
January–March TeamLease
Degree Apprenticeship
Outlook Report emphasizes
this change. The majority of
electronics and telecom firms
(71%) are eager to hire
LGBTQIA+ apprentices.

Companies in the elec-

tronics industry are the

most welcoming to

LGBTQIA+ apprentices.

SC: Why are minority institutions excluded from RTE?

Delhi: Teachers from
Delhi University brought
up issues with professor
recruitment in front of a
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Committee, claiming that
the SC/ST populations
were marginalized on a
systematic level.
Committee on the
Welfare of Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes. 
They paid a visit to DU
and had in-depth inter-
views with eighty people,
including faculty, stu-

DU teachers raise

issues of unoccu-

pied reserved seats
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