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Prayagraj. On the occasion of Holi, the festival of colors, prison-

ers at Naini Central

Jail celebrated Holi in

a traditional and dis-

ciplined manner.

They played Holi

with herbal abir-gulal

(colourful powder)

and flowers and

shared the joy of the

festival by singing

Phaguwa songs to the

beats of drums and

cymbals.Holi played

with herbal colors

and flowersAs per the

instructions of the

prison administration,

no chemical colors

were used in the

prison premises. The

prisoners themselves

prepared herbal col-

ors a week in

advance. These natu-

ral colors were mixed

in water tankers and Holi was played in circles. Prisoners went to

different barracks, applying gulal to each other and greeting each

other with hugs.Festival celebrated in the presence of

officialsPrison officials were also present in various circles on the

occasion of Holi and joined the prisoners in the festivities. The

administration had already issued instructions to prevent any distur-

bance or disorder. The prisoners observed discipline and celebrated

the festival in a peaceful atmosphere.Monitored by CCTV

camerasThe entire event was monitored through approximately 65

CCTV cameras installed in the prison premises. This was moni-

tored from the prison command center as well as from Lucknow to

ensure order was maintained in all circles and officers were pres-

ent.Visits banned due to the festivalIn view of Holi, the prison

administration had banned visitors for one day. A notice was posted

outside the prison in advance to avoid inconvenience to visitors

from distant places. Visits were strictly conducted a day before

Holi, and items brought in from outside were thoroughly checked.

Visits will be restored to normal after the festival.Prisoners seen in

prison uniformPrisoners were seen in prison uniform while playing

Holi. Some appeared in white clothes, others in yellow kurtas and

red caps. Everyone greeted each other with abir-gulal (coloured

powder) and wished the festival well.Special food arrangements

also made.On the occasion of Holi, the jail administration prepared

special meals for the prisoners. One meal will consist of dal, rice,

roti, and vegetables, while another will include paneer curry, puri,

and semolina pudding.Senior Jail Superintendent Vijay Vikram

Singh said that, like every year, the prisoners celebrated Holi with

mutual brotherhood. 

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. On Wednesday afternoon,

Ram Asare Yadav was shot by mis-

creants in a car in Kasturipur

Harikishan village over the removal

of a vehicle. The middle-aged man

was injured by the bullet. The injured

man fell to the ground and writhed in

pain. The sound of the gunshot

caused panic in the village. The

attackers fled in the car, while vil-

lagers chased and apprehended one of

them. They also vandalized the car

and began beating the arrested

youths. Upon receiving the news of

the shooting on Holi, Holagarh police

immediately arrived at the scene and

admitted the injured to Sadar SRN

Hospital for treatment. His condition

is reported to be critical. Police are

currently interrogating the arrested

youth, who has been detained. The

incident has caused panic in the vil-

lage. In Kasturipur Harikishan vil-

lage, under the Holagarh police sta-

tion area, a dispute arose over the

removal of a vehicle by a car driver.

Four or five criminals arrived in the

village, where an altercation ensued.

Eyewitnesses reported that the crimi-

nals fired a shot from a pistol. Ram

Asare Yadav (50), son of Ram

Charan Yadav, was injured. The

attackers also brutally beat Ram

Kailash, who tried to intervene, and

fled. When villagers heard the gun-

shots, the attackers threatened them

and fled. The villagers chased and

apprehended one of the attackers,

beating him. Upon receiving news of

the incident, Holagarh police station

in-charge Virendra Kumar Mishra

arrived with his force and rushed to

the village. 

The injured was admitted to Swarup

Rani Nehru Hospital for treatment.

The arrested youth is being ques-

tioned by police. At present, after the

incident, the police have started

investigation into the matter by taking

the car along with the youths into

custody. Holagarh police station in-

charge Virendra Kumar Mishra said

that on the complaint of Ram Kailash

Yadav, a preliminary FIR is being

registered against six named and

seven to eight unknown persons and

a youth is being interrogated after

being taken into custody.

Mathura

Mathura

Internationally

renowned artist and

senior journalist Dr.

Dinesh Sharma has

been honored with an

Honorary Doctorate

(Honorary Causa) by

the Visionary

Doctorate Awards

(VDA) for his out-

standing contributions

to the fields of music

and folk dance. The

award was presented

on January 11, 2026,

at A Ceremony held

in Delhi by Manoj

Tripathi, President of

the Visionary

Doctorate

Awards.Upon his

arrival in Mathura

after receiving the

honor, Dr. Sharma

was given a grand

welcome and felicita-

tion by respected

gurus and well-wish-

ers at Radha Kund in

the Govardhan area.

On this occasion, he

performed a tradition-

al milk abhishek and

offered prayers at

Radha Kund, seeking

blessings.This

achievement has cre-

ated an atmosphere of

joy in both the art

world and the field of

journalism. Many dis-

tinguished personali-

ties, artists and jour-

nalists extended their

heartfelt congratula-

tions to Dr. Sharma

on this accomplish-

ment.During his stay

in Mathura, he was

accompanied by Arun

Rawal, Braj folk

singer and All India

Radio artist Aakash,

Pandit Hari Shankar

Shukla, Narendra

Sharma, Mukut Bihari

Kaushik, Amit

Sharma, Kallan Utsaj,

Jeeva Nagar, and Ajit

Chauhan.
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Prayagraj. On Wednesday

morning, near Andawa

intersection in the Jhunsi

police station area, a speed-

ing auto rickshaw lost con-

trol and overturned several

times, hitting a wall. One

passenger died in the acci-

dent, while several others,

including the driver, were

injured.According to infor-

mation, the incident

occurred around 9 a.m. The

speeding auto rickshaw

suddenly lost control. It

overturned several times on

the road and crashed into a

nearby wall. The accident

caused chaos at the

scene.Mahesh, son of

Lalaram Bharatiya (40), a

resident of Khojapur,

Phulpur, was seriously

injured in the accident.

With the help of locals,

efforts were made to take

him to the hospital, but by

then he had already died.

The driver and other pas-

sengers were also injured in

the accident and were sent

to the hospital for treat-

ment.

Upon receiving

the information, police

arrived at the scene, took

possession of the body and

sent it for post-mortem.

Police sent the injured to

the hospital for treatment

and have begun an investi-

gation.

According to family mem-

bers, Mahesh used to sup-

port his family by driving

an e-rickshaw in Prayagraj.

He has a son and a daugh-

ter, who are not yet mar-

ried. Upon receiving news

of the accident, the family

was devastated, and family

members rushed to the

scene. Several local resi-

dents and relatives were

also present.

Auto overturned near Andawa intersec-

tion, one passenger dead, several injured
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Prayagraj. Miscreants set fire to a

parked car. Then, a short distance

away, they rang the doorbell of a

house and fled the scene. Across

the street, they set fire to a samosa

and tea stall. The incident occurred

in Tharwai police station area, near

Gomti No. 40 on Kodsar Road,

about two hundred meters from the

Upkar Charitable Clinic. Some mis-

creant elements carried out the inci-

dent last Wednesday night. At

around 12:24 a.m., a neighbor

noticed four cars burning. Then a

neighbour called and informed that

the car was on fire. When the vic-

tim, Sanyogita Gehlot, came out

and saw that her four-wheeler was

parked some distance away and

was burning. She raised an alarm

and tried a lot but could not control

the fire and the fire kept increasing.

The fire brigade was immediately

informed by dial 112 and the fire

service was informed. The fire

brigade reached the spot within a

short time and quickly controlled

the fire in the burning car, but by

then the car had been reduced to

ashes. Then on Wednesday morn-

ing, the victim gave a written com-

plaint against unknown persons at

the local police station Tharwai and

also informed ACP Tharwai Arun

Parashar about the incident. Taking

cognizance of the matter, he

reached the spot and conducted a

site inspection and investigated the

matter from every angle. Similarly,

miscreants also set fire to a samosa

and tea stall near Gomti Road No.

40. ACP Tharwai investigated the

incident, investigating the CCTV

cameras installed at various loca-

tions. Inspector Tharwai Santosh

Kumar Pandey also arrived at the

scene and conducted inquiries,

examining CCTV footage and other

related information. The victim,

Sanyogita Gehlot, stated that she

has been living in the house for

three months. She is originally

from Sadiabad in Ghazipur district.

Her husband is a sub-inspector in

the CRPF in Pulwama, Srinagar. A

neighbor reported that around ten to

twelve unidentified individuals

came to their home at the time of

the incident and rang the doorbell,

before fleeing. ACP Tharwai Arun

Parashar stated that the matter is

being investigated, and the perpe-

trators of this incident will soon be

apprehended. Police teams are

actively investigating the matter.

The victim said that the glass of the

car was also broken after which an

attempt was made to set it on fire.

Lucknow

The ‘Ramrath-

Shravan Ayodhya

Yatra’ free bus serv-

ice, launched by BJP

MLA Dr Rajeshwar

Singh has created a

golden chapter in the

field of social service,

devotion and people’s

connect. The 50th pil-

grimage was flagged

off from the

Jagdambeshwar 

Mahadev Temple,

Ashiyana, through

two buses carrying

around 120 senior cit-

izens associated with

the Second Innings

Senior Citizen Club,

who were taken for

darshan at Ayodhya

Dham. This initiative,

led by Dr Singh, has

become a living sym-

bol of social harmony,

compassion, and com-

mitment—a move-

ment that connects

faith with service,

devotion with human-

ity and belief with

belongingness.

History and Purpose
of the Journey 
The service was inau-

gurated on 27

September 2022 by

Dr Rajeshwar Singh

in the sacred memory

of his late mother

Tara Singh. Since its

inception, the pilgrim-

age has enabled over

7000 devotees from

the Sarojini Nagar

constituency to visit

Ayodhya Dham,

including senior citi-

zens, women, stu-

dents, trainees and

residents of old-age

homes. This initiative

has become a blessing

for those who once

considered the dar-

shan 

of Ayodhya merely a

distant dream due to

financial or physical

limitations. Dr

Singh’s team actively

accompanies every

trip, ensuring com-

plete arrangements for

food, water, prasad

and medical assis-

tance.

In Ayodhya, where

buses cannot reach,

devotees are taken via

battery rickshaws to

visit Ram Lalla,

Hanuman Garhi, and

the holy banks of the

Saryu River, ensuring

every participant

experiences a com-

plete and joyful spiri-

tual journey.MLA Dr

Rajeshwar Singh in

the Role of ‘Shravan

Kumar’This journey

has redefined the

identity of Sarojini

Nagar. The elderly

residents proudly say,

“Dr Rajeshwar Singh

is not just our MLA

he is our Shravan

Kumar.” Indeed, he

has proved that poli-

tics can transcend.
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Prayagraj. Holi was celebrated

with joy and traditional enthusi-

asm in various localities of the

city on Wednesday. Many areas,

including Civil Lines, Chowk,

Jansenganj, and Mutthiganj, wit-

nessed a splash of colors and

gulal from early morning. People

were seen applying abir-gulal to

each other in the streets and

roads, wishing each other a happy

Holi. Children had fun with water

guns and colors, while groups of

young people danced and sang

Fagua songs to the beats of dho-

lak and DJ music. Traditional

Fagua and Chautal gatherings were also held at many places, creating a festive atmosphere.

Women formed groups and sang

folk songs and shared the joy of

the festival by applying colors to

each other. 

Elderly people also participated

enthusiastically, embracing each

other and spreading the message

of love, brotherhood, and harmo-

ny. People visited each other's

homes, distributing sweets and

wishing each other a happy Holi.

Holi celebrations in the city were

held peacefully amid vigilant

administration. Police were

deployed at various locations.

The colorful celebrations contin-

ued well into the evening, with

people enjoying traditional dish-

es. 

The festival of colors was celebrated with great enthusiasm in
various localities of Prayagraj, life was immersed in joy

In Holagarh, a middle-aged man was

shot by miscreants in a car over a dispute

regarding the removal of a vehicle

Ramrath’ creates a golden chapter
in history– Dr. Rajeshwar Singh’s

Ayodhya pilgrimage reaches its
50th milestone

Miscreants set fire to a
car and a kiosk

Prisoners at Naini Central Jail

in Prayagraj celebrated Holi in

a peaceful atmosphere

Dr. Dinesh Sharma has been honored with

an Honorary Doctorate 
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Prayagraj. The festival of col-

ors, Holi, is being celebrated

with great enthusiasm and zeal

in the Sangam city of

Prayagraj. Abir-gulal (colourful

powder) is flying in the streets

and squares of the city, and

people are seen immersed in

the joy of colors. Youths organ-

ized blockade Holi celebrations

at many places, enjoying the

rain dance to the tunes of DJ

music and artificial fountains.In

many areas of the city, includ-

ing Chowk, Loknath,

Jansenganj, Bahadurganj,

Meerapur, Shastri Nagar,

Leader Road, Malviya Nagar,

Mutthiganj, Kidganj, Bai Ka

Bagh, Daraganj, Allahpur, and

Alopibagh, young people and

children celebrated Holi with

great enthusiasm amidst a rain

of colors. Traditional dung and

mud Holi was also seen at

many places.In the Chowk-

Loknath area, Holi was cele-

brated with a different flavor

amidst the beats of dholak,

cymbals, and tambourines,

accompanied by Phaguni songs.

At Loknath Square, people

played Holi with Tesu flowers,

abir-gulal, and rose petals.

Colors were mixed in large

drums and sprayed on the Holi

revelers. The Loknath Milan

Sangha arranged special foun-

tains, allowing people to enjoy

the splashes of color.

Historical Significance of
Loknath Holi

Senior citizen Naresh Sehgal

explains that Holi in Loknath

has always been special. He

said he previously lived in the

area and has been witnessing

Holi here for years. He says

that in ancient times, many

prominent figures used to come

here to enjoy Holi. It is said

that figures like the country's

first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal

Nehru, and educationist Madan

Mohan Malaviya once visited.

Besides, many famous figures

like Chunnan Guru, Janeshwar

Mishra, and Satish Chandra

Jaiswal also participated in the

Holi celebrations in

Loknath.The tradition of

Loknath's cloth tearing and col-

orful Holi will continue in the

city on Thursday also, while on

Friday the tradition of heavy

color showering will be fol-

lowed in Thatheri Bazaar. 

People rejoiced in the Sangam city with a splash

of colors, blockade Holi, and rain dances
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Prayagraj. Holi, the festival

of colours, was celebrated

with great enthusiasm and

zeal on Wednesday in the

Sarayataki locality of the

Jhunsi area. People shared

the joy of the festival by

applying abir-gulal (colour-

ful colour) to each other and

spread the message of mutu-

al brotherhood. The presence

of Bhairav ??Baba Maharaj,

a disciple of the Girnar

Ashram, made the event spe-

cial. He spoke to the audi-

ence about the social and

cultural significance of Holi.

The event was held at the

residence of Anoop Mishra,

manager of Akhand Bharat

Sandesh, and was attended

by a large number of people

from the locality. People

enjoyed Holi by applying

gulal (colourful colour) to

each other and exchanging

greetings. 

Vishnu Kant Mishra, Kamal

Kant Mishra, Satish Mishra,

Yogesh Mishra, Seema

Mishra (co-editor), Mohit

Mishra (social media in-

charge), Ranjana Mishra,

Gauri, Soni, Nishi, Nishant,

Aman, Pihu, Mohini, and

Durgansh Shukla, among

others, were present on the

occasion.
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Prayagraj. A dispute broke

out between two communi-

ties over a cricket ball in

Kiraon village, Mauaima.

As the dispute escalated,

the two sides clashed,

prompting a heavy police

deployment in the

village.The incident

occurred in Chauhan Ka

Pura, Kiraon. Some

Muslim youths were play-

ing cricket when their ball

landed on the nearby shed

of Kuldeep Saroj. When

Sahjad, son of Ilyas, a resi-

dent of Kiraon, asked for

the ball back, Anant (son of

Nanhe, about 21 years old)

and Abbe (son of Raju,

about 21 years old), along

with 4-5 other youths from

the Hindu community, who

were present nearby,

refused to return the

ball.When the ball was not

returned, members of both

communities clashed.

Police arrived at the scene

on the information of vil-

lagers and somehow

calmed the situation. Given

the gravity of the situation,

the police force conducted

a flag march in the village.

According to sources, when

the two sides confronted

each other, one side report-

edly opened fire in the air,

although the police have

denied any such incident.

The entire matter relates to

an ongoing dispute between

the Dalit and Muslim com-

munities over a piece of

land, a case pending in

court. The two communi-

ties frequently clash over

this piece of land.

Following the incident, a

heavy police force, led by

ACP Phulpur Vivek Yadav,

has been deployed in the

village to prevent any unto-

ward incident. ACP

Phulpur Vivek Yadav stated

that the dispute began over

children playing cricket,

leading to a confrontation

between the two communi-

ties. Police are deployed at

the scene, and legal action

will be taken based on the

complaint. 

Cricket dispute: Two communities face off, tension in Kiraon, Mauaima

Lucknow
The national leadership

of the National Labour

Party (NLP) has

appointed Dr. Vikrant

Pratap Singh as the State

Youth President of Uttar

Pradesh to strengthen

the organization. In the

official appointment let-

ter issued by National

President of the National

Labour Party, Neeraj

Rai, it was stated that

Dr. Vikrant Pratap Singh

has consistently demon-

strated dedication, active

leadership .

Dr. Vikrant

Appointed Youth

President of

Labour Party

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Gazipur. The discov-

ery of the body of an

unidentified youth in

the Ganges River near

Semra village in the

Muhammadabad police

station area of ??the

district on Thursday

created a stir in the

area. Police, respond-

ing to information

from local residents,

retrieved the body

from the river, took it

into custody, and have

begun efforts to identi-

fy it.According to

information received,

on Thursday, March 5,

2026, some villagers

spotted a body floating

in the Ganges River

near Semra. They

immediately called

112. Upon receiving

the information,

Kotwali in-charge

Inspector Rajesh

Tripathi arrived at the

scene with police

force, took necessary

action, and began the

post-mortem process.

According to police,

the deceased is esti-

mated to be between

30 and 35 years old.

The youth was wearing

black jeans, a green

round-neck shirt, and a

jacket. 

His identity has not

been established

yet.Inspector Rajesh

Tripathi, in-charge of

the police station, stat-

ed that efforts are

being made to identify

the unidentified youth.

A missing person

report has also been

registered at the police

station, so that if any

information is

received, he can be

identified. The police

have appealed to the

public that if anyone

has any information

about this unidentified

youth, they can contact

the police station's

CUG number

9454403458 and pro-

vide information. At

the time of writing, the

body had not been

identified, and the

police are investigating

the matter.

The body of an unidentified

youth was found in the Ganges

River near Semra, and police

are working to identify him

Holi was celebrated with great enthusiasm in

Sarayataki, with people applying abir-gulal 
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The American Party. Is it the
birth of a new political force of
disruption and even hope in
the United States, or just
another Independence Day
startup with a flag? While most
Americans were busy enjoying
fireworks and patriotic ballads
on July 4, Elon Musk was
hunched over his phone,
obsessing not over liberty but
over the results of a poll he
posted on X, the platform for-
merly known as Twitter, now
moonlighting as his personal
megaphone and emotional
weather vane. The question
was, should he launch a new
political party? The answer, to
his delight, was a resounding
yes, with nearly two-thirds of

1.2 million respondents cheer-
ing him on. Musk took this as
nothing short of divine instruc-
tion, promptly declaring the
birth of the America Party.Until
recently, billionaires busied
themselves buying sports
teams or building vanity rock-
ets. But that looks old-school.
Starting your own political
party? That's the new supery-
acht. Musk insists this isn't just
a passing whim but a much-
needed emancipation from
what he calls the “Uniparty”,
his term for the interchange-
able swamp monsters that
allegedly populate both the
Republican and Democratic
machines. “Do you want inde-
pendence from the two-party

system?” he asked his follow-
ers. Over 1.2 million users
clicked “yes”, which in Musk-
land is basically a constitution-
al convention.But before we
light any more sparklers in cel-
ebration of the claim of
American democracy's rebirth,
let's step back. Is this really a
new political force or just Musk
rage-quitting the Republican
Party in full view of his follow-
ers? After all, just weeks ago,
he was Donald Trump's golden
boy, literally. Musk was chair-
ing the Department of
Government Efficiency (aka
‘Doge'), a symbolic nod to his
uncanny ability to combine
governance with meme stock
aesthetics. Trump praised

Musk as a genius who would
r e v o l u t i o n i s e
Washington.Their bromance,
once sealed with Tesla stock
and campaign donations,
turned into an electrified
divorce. Musk denounced
Trump's new tax-and-spend
'orgy' as fiscal lunacy. Trump, in
return, called Musk a “train
wreck” trying to force electric
cars down America's throat. To
which Musk replied, essential-
ly: “Fine. I'm starting my own
party. With blackjack. And
freedom.”At first glance, this
seems like classic Silicon Valley
hubris - another tech mogul
who believes that because he
can colonise Mars, he can also
fix swing states.

At a time when gender equity discussions are
taking centre stage, IIT Kharagpur’s reductive
framing of women through the ‘Campus
Mothers’ initiative as default caregivers is tragi-
cally regressive. Reinforcing outdated gender
norms under the guise of support, it sidelines
efforts for gender parity and ultimately does a
disservice to all genders.The urgent need to
expand mental health support on college cam-
puses and create multiple avenues of care and
intervention is not under debate here. What
merits scathing scrutiny is the blatant gender
stereotyping disguised as an innovative initia-
tive. The core idea of community-based health-
care initiatives like ‘Campus Mothers’ is not new.
One of the earliest examples is Assertive
Community Treatment (ACT), developed in the
US in the 1970s, which includes Peer Support
Specialists to provide mental health support.
From India, Atmiyata is a community-based
mental health initiative that has shown evi-
dence-based success in Maharashtra and
Gujarat. Similar community mental health mod-
els in Japan and other countries have also shown
encouraging rates of success. However, in their
decades-long global history, community mental
health support has never been the exclusive
domain or responsibility of women. Framing
caregiving as inherently feminine erases the con-
tributions of others and reinforces regressive
gender norms that hinder gender equitable par-
ticipation in both caregiving and mental health
advocacy. By soliciting the active participation of
women as ‘Campus Mothers’, the initiative is
likely to exclude other genders, especially men
from this important mental health initiative,
undermining the very equity that such pro-
grammes should strive to promote. “Many of
these women have experienced motherhood
themselves—some have grown up children who
may now be living abroad or otherwise inde-
pendent. Having gone through motherhood,
they understand the unique challenges children
face,” said the director of IIT Kharagpur, Suman
Chakraborty. We find this quote especially prob-
lematic.
The notion that experiencing motherhood inher-
ently grants women a magical capacity for
empathy is both reductive and exclusionary. By
that logic, men—having never experienced
motherhood—are naturally disqualified from
being empathetic. But empathy is not biological-
ly bestowed through motherhood; it is cultivat-
ed through a range of life experiences, self-
awareness, and emotional engagement. The
best counsellors and therapists, or psychiatrists
are not defined by their gender or parental sta-
tus. A nurturing environment requires participa-
tion from all genders. Since ‘Campus Mothers’
involves training, why not train all genders? This
initiative deliberately propagates the surrogate
maternal figure, reinforcing the “run-to-
mommy-when-hurt” stereotype.Equally trou-
bling is the assumption that older women, hav-
ing completed their primary caregiving roles,
now need something to “fill their time”. And
‘Campus Mothers’ is supposed to be a produc-
tive way to keep them occupied. This framing is
deeply patriarchal and condescending, reducing
women’s identities to domestic roles and posi-
tioning them as permanent caregivers for other
people’s children once their own have left
home.Audaciously enough, the ‘Campus
Mothers’ initiative has also been called a leader-
ship opportunity for women. “By involving
women as key emotional anchors on campus,
the initiative also promotes women’s participa-
tion and leadership in the academic communi-
ty,” reads an article on The Bridge Chronicle.
What kind of leadership opportunity is
envisaged for women who partici-
pate in this programme? Do
they get visibility for leadership
roles traditionally held by
men in the administrative .

The former means nomi-
nating candidates from
those castes and commu-
nities, while the latter
involves promising poli-
cies that benefit them.
The RJD relied on the first
strategy, nominating a
high number of EBC candi-
dates in the 2020 election.
One may counter that the
RJD also adopted the
strategy of policy change
by promising 10 lakh gov-
ernment jobs, from which
EBCs would also potential-
ly benefit. So why did
EBCs not respond to such
promises?
One answer could be low

educational attainment
among EBCs and their lim-
ited ability to benefit from
reservation policies.
Across North Indian
states, EBCs have
demanded a sub-categori-
sation within OBC reserva-
tions, arguing that they
are unable to compete
with politically dominant
OBC groups such as
Yadavs and Kurmis. The
BJP responded by
appointing the Justice
Rohini Committee to
examine this demand. At
the same time, welfare
schemes introduced by
the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment have also
reached these communi-
ties.Because of its alliance
with the BJP, the JDU has
benefited from both
strategies—ticket splitting
and policy response—
while opposition parties
like the RJD have
remained stuck on the for-

mer. This could partly
explain the aversion of
EBCs toward the RJD.In
the upcoming election,
RJD’s Tejashwi Yadav is
promising to extend the
limit of reservation, along
with the introduction of a
domicile policy for gov-
ernment jobs. However,
none of these policies are
specifically targeted to
address the grievances of
EBCs. Unless the party
does that, it would be a
herculean task to break
the aversion.To sum up,
the RJD’s attempt to
expand its social coalition
by adding EBCs to its MY
base did not deliver
encouraging results in the
last election. Relying on
ticket-splitting alone to
mobilise these communi-
ties hasn’t worked.The
party now needs to
explore mechanisms
beyond candidate nomi-
nation. Offering specific
welfare schemes could be
one of them. Otherwise, it
may just be staring at a
repeat of 2020.

As Bihar gears up for the
assembly elections later
this year, the opposition

Rashtriya Janata Dal has
appointed Mangani Lal
Mandal as its new state
president—the first time
it has chosen someone
who belongs to the
Extremely Backward
Classes, or EBCs, a voting
bloc that comprises 113
castes and makes up 36
per cent of the state’s
population.So far, though,
EBCs have shown an aver-
sion toward the RJD.
Instead, they have gravi-
tated toward the JDU,
now in alliance with the
BJP, which mobilised its
election machinery in
Bihar immediately after
winning the Delhi assem-
bly election. The question
now arises whether the
RJD will succeed in its
efforts to attract EBCs
through the appointment
of Mandal.Based on an
analysis of caste-wise can-
didate nominations by the
RJD and JDU, and their
respective victories in the
2020 Bihar assembly elec-
tion, I argue that the RJD
needs to move beyond
political appointments for
the mobilisation of such
communities. It also
needs to focus on exclu-

sive policies intended to
empower EBCs.
Otherwise, it will be
extremely difficult to
break the scepticism of
the EBCs.Bihar is well
known for caste-based
political mobilisation. The
caste background of can-
didates is an important
indicator of how parties
build their social coali-
tions. It also helps us to
understand the support of
different castes for various
political parties.Let’s take
a look at the caste-wise
candidate nominations
and wins of the RJD and
JDU in the 2020 Bihar
assembly election. This
analysis examines the
caste composition of
nominees and elected
representatives from the
RJD and JDU in the 2020
Bihar Assembly election,
based on candidate data
from media reports.The
graph below shows that
the RJD’s highest number
of candidates came from
the Yadav community
(58). After them, only
three other groups—EBCs
(19), Scheduled Castes
(19), and Muslims (18)—
had candidates in double
digits. Seen as a whole,
the RJD focused primarily
on its traditional MY
(Muslim-Yadav) base, fol-
lowed by an attempt to
bring in EBCs. However, its
EBC candidates performed
badly. Out of 19 nominat-
ed, only four won.In con-
trast, JDU’s EBC candi-
dates performed impres-
sively. It nominated 17

EBC candidates, out of
which 12 won. The party’s
overall ticket distribution
was also not concentrated
on any one social
group.Seven social
groups—Yadav (18), EBC
(17), SC (16), Kurmi (15),
Kushwaha (15), Muslim
(11), and Bhumihar (10)—
had candidates in double
digits. It’s worth noting,
though, that the highest
number of JDU candidates
also came from the
Yadavs.This nomination
profile might be symbolic,
but it also conveys a mes-
sage that the party is not
against the legitimate rep-
resentation of any particu-
lar social group. Here, the
RJD did not appear as
above board, as it had
nominated only one can-
didate from the Kurmi
caste, which is the sup-
port base of the JDU.In
short, the above compara-
tive analysis reveals EBCs
have largely steered clear
of the RJD. 
Despite nominating a larg-
er number of candidates
from the group, only four
of its 19 EBC candidates
won, compared to 12 of
JDU’s 17.It is often stated
that Nitish Kumar has cre-
ated a constituency of
women, MBCs, and
Mahadalits, and these
social groups have gradu-
ally become a strong sup-
port base of the JDU. To
break the social base of
any political party, a rival
typically deploys two
strategies: ticket splitting
and policy changes.

On the sidelines of the otherwise
contentious Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation summit in Qingdao, a
quiet yet significant development
unfolded. India was once again
assured by Russia of the timely deliv-
ery of the remaining two S-400
Triumf air defence systems. Russian
defence minister Andrei Belousov
himself communicated this to his
Indian counterpart Rajnath Singh,
offering some comfort to New
Delhi’s strategic planners. Indian
media outlets covered the commit-
ment with cautious relief.The S-400
systems, which form the outermost
layer of India’s integrated air defence
shield, have proven particularly
effective during Operation Sindoor.
They successfully integrated with
domestically developed platforms
like the Akash surface-to-air missiles,
L-70 anti-aircraft guns, and indige-
nous drones. Unsurprisingly, there is
a growing consensus within India’s
strategic community that New Delhi
must not only complete the current
S-400 procurement but also explore
future acquisitions, possibly includ-
ing the more advanced S-500 sys-
tems.owever, this optimism belies
the long and complicated journey of
the S-400 deal. Signed in 2018 at a
value of $5.43 billion, the agreement
was initially hailed as a bold asser-
tion of India’s strategic autonomy,
especially during the Trump admin-
istration. In 2020, NATO ally Turkey
faced sanctions under CAATSA
(Countering America’s Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act) for pursuing
the same system. India had escaped
US sanctions, a testament to its ris-
ing importance in the evolving Indo-
Pacific calculus.Yet, what was once a
symbol of defiance and diplomatic
balance has now become a victim of
President Putin’s protracted war in
Ukraine.
Originally scheduled for delivery
between 2021 and 2023, the first
three S-400 systems did arrive by

late 2021. The remaining two, how-
ever, remain undelivered as Russia’s
war in Ukraine enters its fourth year,
with no clear end in sight. The time-
line has repeatedly slipped.There are
at least four critical factors behind
these delays, which highlight both
vulnerabilities and priorities of the
Russian defence sector, as well as
the geopolitical complexities sur-
rounding Moscow’s
partnerships.Russia has suffered sig-
nificant material losses in Ukraine.
While propaganda from both sides
makes verification difficult, inde-
pendent monitoring groups like Oryx
have documented that at least 12 S-
400 systems have been partially or
completely destroyed. This is signifi-
cant, given the S-400’s role as the
backbone of Russia’s long-range air
defence, with more than 30 regi-
ments reportedly in service.The S-
400 is vital for safeguarding Russia’s
expansive territory—particularly as
its military posture faces new threats
from NATO’s rejuvenated eastern
flank. If Russia is short on opera-
tional systems, it is far more likely to
divert new production toward
replenishing its own arsenals than
fulfilling export obligations.To
understand how important the S-
400 programme is for Russia.
, we must look back at its roots.
Revitalised around 2000 under
President Putin, the programme was
part of a broader effort to restore
Russia’s defence industrial base and
resuscitate its economy. A state-
backed investment drive led to the
expansion of three major production
hubs: Obukhov Plant in St
Petersburg, the Avitek Plant in Kirov,
and the NMP Plant in Nizhny
Novgorod. These efforts bore fruit
by 2016, enabling large-scale pro-
duction of the S-400 as well as
newer systems like the S-300V4 and
S-500.In January 2023, Putin even
visited the Obukhovsky Plant, pub-
licly claiming.

Paradox of India’s S-400 deal—key asset

delayed when country needs it most
The Bombay High Court recently
rejected a petition asking it to order
the Maharashtra-Goa Bar Council
and the Bar Council of India to set up
permanent committees for handling
sexual harassment complaints under
the Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace Act, 2013. Every woman
advocate in India is now outside the
PoSH net.The Division Bench of the
Bombay High Court concluded that
no employer-employee relationship
exists between advocates and Bar
Councils. That nexus is the linchpin of
the PoSH Act. The Act’s architecture
presupposes an employer capable of
setting up an Internal Complaints
Committee (ICC), enforcing penal-
ties, and supervising compliance.
Since Bar Councils are not “employ-
ers” and advocates are not “employ-
ees”, the judges held, PoSH’s machin-
ery simply has nothing to attach itself
to. Hence, there is no obligation to
set up ICCs at state or national Bar
Councils.The Court noted that vic-
tims of sexual harassment could

instead use the avenue of filing a
complaint of misconduct under the
Advocates Act.The Bombay High
Court order reopens the faultline
that has shadowed the PoSH Act
since its birth. The Act traces back to
the Vishaka guidelines rooted in the
1992 gang rape of Bhanwari Devi, a
government field worker who was
attacked by dominant-caste men
while campaigning against child mar-
riage.Although the Supreme Court
invoked constitutional guarantees to
establish guidelines on redressing
sexual harassment at work, it con-
fined those safeguards to a model
that required a formal employer.
When Parliament finally codified
PoSH in 2013, that structure was
embedded in the Act. The duty to
constitute ICCs, train staff and com-
mittee members, and create a safe
working environment was placed
wholly on an identifiable employer.
The Bombay High Court Bench relied
squarely on that design architecture
to reject the current plea.

Bombay HC has left women 
advocates without a PoSH shield

T Kharagpur wants students to run

to mommy. ‘Campus Mothers’ is

regression not innovation

Can Musk And His American Party Rely On 'Vibes'?

RJD has an EBC dream in Bihar. It’ll 

take more than tickets & tokenism
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Sebi to attract rural investors
with MF-life insurance

Delhi: Sebi chief Madhabi Puri Buch stated that
the regulator will offer mutual fund schemes with
term life insurance. She added the FDA will soon
release a combo product consultation paper. Puri
Buch said the MF-insurance combo targets
investors, particularly rural ones, where SIPs have
great potential but low investment values."We
are now proposing to come out with a consulta-
tion paper again, to try and include insurance
pure and simple vanilla life, term life insurance,
along with our mutual funds, which is our main
product for financial inclusion, and so that we are
able to go, including to people where we have
very, very low value SIPs coming from the hinter-
land, and to be able to offer them a combo prod-
uct of term life insurance along with the mutual
fund investment," said Buch.UTI Mutual Fund
offers life insurance and tax savings. This 1971
program has a portfolio value of Rs 5,434 crore in
December 2024. Even if existing investors can
invest, UTIMF's website revealed no new applica-
tions for the schemes. 

Delhi: The 
Parliamentary panel on com-
munications and information
technology, led by BJP law-
maker Nishikant Dubey, will
recommend that the Union
government form the Media
Council of India to regulate
print, television, and online
media, sources said. A senior
panelist suggested an
umbrella body because the
same content occurs across
platforms. You work for a
paper. The Press Council of
India oversees your newspa-
per articles. No regulation
exists for the identical story
in the paper's online edi-
tion.” There is no central reg-
ulator for online material,
but two groups regulate print
and electronic media. The
Press Council of India, a
statutory quasi-judicial

autonomous authority estab-
lished by Parliament, pro-
tects press freedom and
improves newspaper and
news agency standards
.Among other major media
regulatory reforms, the
panel, which addressed fake
news extensively  will recom-
mend this.In the discussion,

Dubey added, “Paid news is
rampant. Illiterate and
gullible individuals think
alike. Without strict regula-
tions, ethical boundaries are
crossed. Investigative jour-
nalism is discouraged by
expensive and lengthy legal
fights for journalists and
media corporations.

IT panel to propose TV, print, online media umbrella

Delhi: After the hack,
WhatsApp issued
Paragon a cease-and-
desist letter . WhatsApp
stated it “will continue
to protect people’s abil-
ity to communicate pri-
vately.” Paragon would-
n't comment.
WhatsApp officials
reported a hacking
attempt on 90 users. A
number of civil society
and media figures were
targeted, although the
official did not specify
who or where. He said
WhatsApp has stopped
the hacking and was
referring targets to
Citizen Lab. Officials
would not reveal how
they determined

Paragon was responsi-
ble for the hack. He
claimed law enforce-
ment and industry part-
ners were informed but
declined to elaborate.
Paragon sells high-end
surveillance software
to government clients,
claiming it is essential
to combating crime and
defending national
security. 
However, journalists,
activists, opposition

politicians, and at least
50 US officials have
found surveillance
capabilities on their
phones, raising fears
about the technology's
unregulated expansion.
Paragon, which was
apparently acquired by
Florida-based invest-
ment group AE
Industrial Partners last
month, has strived to
identify as a responsi-
ble industry actor.

Delhi : The ministry of
electronics and IT
(Meity) announced
that the Union gov-
ernment has amended
the Aadhaar rules to
allow private entities
to use Aadhaar
authentication for
service delivery. The
amendments aim to
give residents “ease of
living” and “better
access to
s e r v i c es ”. M i n i s t r y
Notified Aadhaar
Authentication for
Good Governance
(Social Welfare,
I n n o v a t i o n ,
Knowledge) 
Amendment Rules,
2025, revising 2020
rules.     “The amend-
ment allows govern-
ment and non-govern-
ment entities to use
Aadhaar authentica-
tion, promoting trust-
ed transactions for
both providers and
users,” stated the
announcement. It
stated that the
amendment will make
non-government e-
commerce, travel,
tourism, hospitality,
and health services
easier to use.

The 2020 rules
allowed the Centre to

allow Aadhaar
authentication only
“in the interest of
good governance, pre-
venting leakage of
public funds, promot-
ing ease of living of
residents and enabling
better access to serv-
ices for them” to use
digital platforms for
good governance,
social welfare benefit
dissipation preven-
tion, and innovation
and knowledge dis-
semination. The
amendments
removed "in the inter-
est of good gover-
nance, preventing
leakage of public
funds access to servic-
es for them" and
added "promoting
ease of living of resi-
dents and enabling
better access to serv-
ices for them" as the
fourth purpose,
expanding the reasons
for authentication.

Prasanna S, the
Supreme Court's
advocate-on-record
who challenged
Aadhaar's constitu-
tionality, called the
expansion the "spec-
tre of a surveillance
state", "unwarranted"
and in violation of the
top court's ruling that
struck down Section
57 of the Aadhaar Act,
2016 to bar private
entities from using
authentication servic-
es. The 2025 Rules
change contradicts
the five-judge
Supreme Court ruling
in Puttaswamy v
Union of India (2018).
Section 57 of the
Aadhaar Act, 2016
prohibiting private
entities from employ-
ing authentication
services was over-
turned. He claimed
this amendment prac-
tically re-legislates
what was ruled down.

Privatized entities can employ

Aadhar authentication

A survey found that
58% of manufacturing
businesses were owned
by women in 2023-24,
up 4% from the previ-
ous year.The Annual
Survey of
Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises (ASUSE)
2023-24 found that
28.1% of workers were
women. More than
one-third (33.7%) of
OAES' workforce is
female in OAEs (owned
a c c o u n t
enterprises).Female-
owned businesses rose
to 26.2% in 2023-24
from 22.9% in and 9.7%
to 14.2% in other serv-
ices. Female workers
comprised 18.5% of
recruited workers.
Female workers were

most prevalent in man-
ufacturing (46.5%), fol-
lowed by other services
(22.5%) and trade.West
Bengal has the most
female workers
(12.7%), followed by
Uttar Pradesh (10.4%)
and Maharashtra (9.7%)
in ASUSE 2023-24. West
Bengal and
Maharashtra have the
most rural and urban
female workers, at 16%
and 13%,

respectively.Non-incor-
porated non-far estab-
lishments are not regis-
tered under the
Companies Act 1956 or
the 2013 Act.

Every fourth
proprietary establish-
ment in India was
owned by a woman.
Women run one-third
of private businesses in
Gujarat, Karnataka,
Telangana, and West
Bengal.

Delhi: The Economic
Survey supports allowing
manufacturers to average
legally capped working
hours over three weeks or
longer rather than week-
by-week. Industry cap-
tains want larger hours. It
claims that agile regula-
tions will assist manage-
ment satisfy production

demands and grow."New
Labour Laws are an
improvement. With flexi-
ble legislation and com-
petent implementation,
firms may develop and
create more jobs. "They
protect labor rights and
boost wages," it stated.
The Survey complained
that labor laws like the

Factories Act (1948) limit
working hours to 48 per
week, whereas other
nations "allow these caps
to be averaged over mul-
tiple days and weeks". It
said India's working hour
laws impede manufactur-
ers from satisfying
demand and competing .
globally.  

Public infrastructure spend-

ing rises, but private sector

participation falls

WhatsApp claims Israeli spy-

ware Paragon targets users

Health and wealth benefit

from flexible work hours

Women own almost 50% of small

manufacturing businesses

As medicare policy rates sky-
rocket for seniors over 60,
Irdai has ordered insurers not
to raise senior people' health
premiums by more than 10%
without approval. Before can-
celing senior health coverage,
insurers must get regulator
clearance. As healthcare
prices rise, insurers are

advised to standardize hospi-
tal empanelment and negoti-

ate package rates like the gov-
ernment's PM Jan Arogya
Yojana. Irdai reported a large
increase in prices for various
health insurance policies for
subscribers over 60. Premium
rates depend on projected
claims, administrative expen-
ditures, and acquisition costs,
the regulator said. Private

insurance doesn't standardize
hospitalization expenses,
unlike PMJAY, which negoti-
ates consistent package rates,
which drives these rises.
Seniors have reported virtual-
ly doubling their costs when
entering a higher age category
during an insurer's pricing
change. 

Delhi: Three sources
intimately involved in
the process said India's
six-year-old Agricul-
tural Export Policy
(AEP) will be over-
hauled as export desti-
nations vary and the
country's farm export
basket diversifies. The
planned study will
improve Indian agricul-
tural products' com-
petitiveness, assure
global standards com-
pliance, and promote
value-added products.
The officials quoted
above added on condi-
tion of anonymity that
it will also aim to
enhance commercial
links with emerging
countries while main-

taining strong partner-
ships with old part-
ners. "Our agricultural
exports have grown
over the past five
years. We must exam-
ine the policy to match
export targets with
market demands. One
of the three persons
cited above claimed

the agriculture min-
istry will assist with the
review and set a dead-
line. India was the
eighth-largest agricul-
tural exporter in 2023
despite a drop from
$51.12 billion to
$48.77 billion in FY24.
Recently, changing
global demand pat-

terns, trading partners,
and agricultural tech-
nology have changed
how and where agri-
cultural products are
sold. Two newly
appointed MPC mem-
bers have revived the
Economic Survey's dis-

cussion on removing
food inflation from
monetary policy. Q2
GDP growth and
November food infla-
tion may have
unnerved MPC out-
siders.

Redesigning agri export policies

Delhi: The 2024-25
Economic Survey deliv-
ered to Parliament
found that India still
struggles with infra-
structure development
despite government
efforts. The union gov-
ernment's capital
investment on major
infrastructure sectors
grew 38.8% from FY20
to FY24, although pri-
vate sector participa-
tion in core areas
remained low, accord-
ing to the survey.“India
needs a continued step-
up of infrastructure
investment over the
next two decades to
sustain a high rate of
growth,” the research
says. The National
Monetisation Pipeline
(NMP) program has met
its FY22-24 objective of
4.30 lakh crore with
transactions totaling
3.86 lakh crore. 
In Q1 FY25, average
monthly capital spend-

ing dropped to 0.60
lakh crore from 0.66
lakh crore in July-
November 2024.
Railway network expan-

sion remained constant
at 2,000 kilometers,
with 17 Vande Bharat
train pairs and 228 car-
riages added.

Delhi: 100% FDI will attract
new capital, as multinationals
can now invest without worry-
ing about control or Indian
partners. The capital gains tax
rate of 12% applies to ULIP pro-
ceeds, which do not benefit
from tax exemptions, instead of
the higher marginal tax rate of
30%. Crop cover reinsurance is
exempt from service tax, and
the threshold for tax deduction
at source on insurance commis-
sion has risen from Rs 15,000 to
Rs 20,000. M Nagraju, financial
services secretary, said the FDI
relaxation was one of the sug-
gested insurance measures.
, and the modifications would

Foreign insurers
gain ownership

via 100% FDI

Price pressure caps senior citizen health premium hikes at 10%

Delhi :The Union Cabinet, led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, launched the National Critical
Mineral Mission (NCMM) with a 16,300 crore
expenditure and a projected 18,000 crore invest-
ment from PSUs and other businesses. "Several
crucial decisions have created new scientific and
technology prospects for our children, future
generations, and the economy. Minister told a
Cabinet briefing that PM Modi the National
Critical Minerals Mission today.

The National Critical Mineral Mission

gets 16,300 crore from the cabinet

Delhi: Thirteen busi-
nesses, including sig-
nificant producers of
alcohol, tobacco, and
paan masala, have
received notifications
from the Central
Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) for
using surrogate adver-
tising. The dishonest
practice of using the

same brand name to
promote products
that are prohibited
from direct advertis-
ing is known as "surro-
gate advertising."
Pralhad Joshi, the
union minister of con-
sumer affairs, stated
that the CCPA is creat-
ing regulations to con-
trol the issue.

Norms to stop annoying calls and surro-

gate advertisements next month
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