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Chandauli. For the maximum voter cam-

paign run by the Bharatiya Janata Party,

form number 6 was filled by MP Vinod

Bind as a booth migrant at booth number

96 in Chandrapura. In which more than 50

new voters were formed.BJP MP Dr.

Vinod Kumar Bind said that the work of

adding new voters is being done by the

workers with full dedication and prompt-

ness by observing the current voter list

and the voter list of 2003. The work of

saving votes is being done by showing the

valid documents of the voters whose

names are in the ASDD list to the con-

cerned officer. In which booth president

Surendra Bind BLO Sunita Yadav,

Vishwanath Bind Mukesh Gaud etc. were

mainly Present.Let us tell you that after

the deletion of names of 2.89 crore voters

across the state in SIR, all the political

parties are losing sleep. The ruling party

BJP is also restless. The party is more

worried about urban seats and those seats

which are won and lost with small mar-

gins. Keeping this in mind, BJP has decid-

ed to leave all work and concentrate only

on SIR. The biggest focus is on making

new voters through Form 6.

On the occasion of Magh Bihu, the
Kolkata Assamese Cultural
Association successfully organized a
three-day 'Rupohi Haat' Bhogali Mela
and traditional Uruka community feast
at the Assam Bhawan premises in
Kolkata, two days before the main
Bihu celebrations. The event once
again showcased the richness of
Assamese culture, traditions and
indigenous entrepreneurship, drawing
enthusiastic participation from various
communities. Launched in 2023 as an
independent initiative by the Kolkata
Assamese Cultural Association,
Rupohi Haat featured vendors from
various districts of Assam selling
indigenous food items, textiles, jewel-
ry and other traditional products. Over
the years, this fair has carved out a
distinct identity in Kolkata, earning
praise not only from the Assamese
community but also from Bengali-
speaking residents, symbolizing cul-
tural harmony between Assam and

Bengal. This year Rupohi Haat was
inaugurated by Chhattisgarh Governor
Ramen Deka in the presence of
Kolkata Assamese Cultural
Association President Dr. Khnindra
Pathak, Joint Resident Commissioner
of Assam Bhawan Randeep Dam,
Chief advisor Dev Sonowal and other
members. The governor opened the
main gate, crafted in the traditional
Assamese Nangola style, to formally
launch the fair. In his inaugural
address, the governor described
women empowerment as the corner-
stone of creation, citing examples of

doctors achieving self-reliance through
floriculture. He highlighted the hard
work of Chhattisgarh beggar-free resi-
dents and appealed to everyone to
plant and nurture at least one tree to ue
to do so in the future. Emphasizing the
unique identity of the Assamese lan-
guage and culture, the governor said
no culture or personality is comparable
to another, as each has its distinct fea-
tures. He described cultures as com-
plementary rather than competitive
and praised the association efforts in
organizing Rupohi Haat in Kolkata as
a significant step toward cultural har-

mony. This year, participants from
Suwalkuchi, Barpeta, Sribhumi,
Bodoland, Guwahati and other areas
of Assam took part. At the governor
initiative, five vendors from
Chhattisgarh joined as the 'guest state.'
During his tour of the stalls, the gover-
nor interacted with vendors, offering
advice and encouragement from his
vast experience. On the final evening,
around 400 Kolkata residents enjoyed
the Bhogali feast featuring traditional
Assamese dishes. This was followed
by captivating performances by Indira
Deka Roy, Sujata Paul, Abhipriya
Goswami, Kanushree Barua, guest
singer Anwesha Kann Bora from
Tezpur, Harsha Rib Shandilya and
Swapnil Kashyap, which mesmerized
the audience. Conducting the program,
association General Secretary
Indukalpa Saikia said the main objec-
tive of such initiatives is to familiarize
the younger generation in Kolkata
with Assamese language.

Bahraich

On the auspicious occa-
sion of Makar
Sankranti, the Taxi
Owners Association
Committee of Rupaidiha
organized a Khichdi
feast program, continu-
ing a tradition from pre-
vious years. The event
took place on Friday
from 6 PM to 9 PM at
Rahul Party Palace.
The program was graced
by the presence of
respected members of
the committee, well-
wishers and many
prominent citizens of
the area. Everyone col-
lectively enjoyed the
Khichdi feast and
exchanged Makar
Sankranti greetings.The
committee president,
Jamaluddin, stated that

Makar Sankranti is a
festival of social harmo-
ny, mutual brotherhood
and unity, which the
committee celebrates
together every year. He
said that such events
promote mutual cooper-
ation and harmony in
society.The committee
secretary, Santosh
Kumar Shukla, said that
such events strengthen

the organization and
improve coordination
among the members. 
The committee patron,
Arvind Shukla, praised
the event, saying that
such programs play a
vital role in keeping tra-
ditions alive and con-
necting society.
The program concluded
in a harmonious atmos-
phere.

Chandauli

MP Dr. Vinod Bind dis-
tributed blankets among
hundreds of poor, deprived
and helpless people in
Chhatrashahpur and
Dulhipur of Gyanpur
Legislative Assembly.
During the blanket distri-
bution, the achievements
made by the Modi govern-
ment were told.He said
that today we all have
come here with the spirit
of service, sympathy and
determination through
Vikas Bharat-Ji Ram Ji
Public awareness cam-
paign and blanket distribu-
tion program.Said that the
opposition is working to
spread confusion regarding
MNREGA. I want to say
clearly that if anyone has

done the work of strength-
ening MNREGA, provid-
ing timely work and pay-
ment to the workers, it is
the present government
Modi who has done
it.Digital payments, trans-
parency and curbing cor-
ruption are all today's
truth, which the opposition
wants to hide.Said that
Prime Minister Modi
Vikas Bharat Ji Ram Ji is
not just a slogan, it is the
respect of the poor, the
rights of labourers, the
income of farmers and the
future of the youth. Said
that while the opposition
only spreads rumours,
Modi government works
on the ground and other
public utility works
including roads, electrici-
ty, housing, toilets,

Ayushman and employ-
ment are being done by
them. He also gave this
message through blanket
distribution thatBoth the
government and the socie-
ty are committed to reach
the last person.
Questioning the people
present, he asked whether
there is no road in the vil-
lage today?Is there no
electricity? Are the poor
not getting their rights?
The truth is that develop-
ment is visible and this is
what is troubling the
opposition the most. Said
that let us all together
strengthen the resolve of a
developed India–Ji Ram
Ji.Reject the politics of
lies and illusion and move
forward with true
Development.

Opposition is working to spread

confusion about MNREGA–

Dr. Vinod Bind

The first global convention
of diaspora Assamese kicked
off at IIT Guwahati, Assam
with a two-day program.
Hundreds of representatives
from various countries across
the world participated in the
convention. Distinguished
guests included Union
Minister of State for External
Affairs and Textiles Pabitra
Margherita, Assam Chief
Secretary Ravi Kota, Speaker
of the Majuli Session Dr.
Pitambar Dev Goswami and
former Vice-Chancellor of
Gauhati University Dr.
Amarjyoti Chaudhury. In his
speech, Minister Pabitra
Margherita urged diaspora
Assamese, holding Assam
flag, to unite in serving
Assam Mata. Dr. Pitambar
Dev Goswami, Satradhikar
of the Majuli Satra, empha-
sized in his address that dias-
pora Assamese should play a
leading role in showcasing

Assam vibrant cultural her-
itage on the global stage.
Renowned academic and for-
mer Vice-Chancellor of
Gauhati University Dr.
Amarjyoti Chaudhury
appealed to diaspora
Assamese to share their
knowledge and experiences
gained abroad with the land
of Assam for the welfare of
the homeland and its people.
IIT Guwahati Director Prof.
Devendra Jhaal formally
inaugurated the opening ses-
sion. Today program featured
discussions on diverse topics
including wildlife and artifi-
cial intelligence, Assam as a
living museum, Assam
tourism, urban planning in
Assam, Assam commerce,
Assam youth and human
resources. Special bird
experts also deliberated on
nearly 900 species of birds
found in Assam natural
Environment.

Bahraich

The elections for the
Rupaidiha branch of
the Industry and Trade
Association will be
held today in
Rupaidiha, a border
town located on the
India-Nepal border.
There is considerable
enthusiasm among
traders for this elec-
tion, which is being
held through ballot
papers after 25 years.
Meanwhile, the candi-
dates are feeling the
pressure. Voting will
take place from 9 AM
to 3 PM at Singh
Market in Bajaja Line.
A total of 836 regis-
tered traders will exer-
cise their franchise to
decide the fate of 28
candidates.The elec-
tion preparations for
the Industry and Trade
Representatives
Association,
Rupaidiha branch, are
in their final stages.
The election will be
conducted under the

supervision of a five-
member management
committee, which
includes Sanjay
Bansal, Shakeel
Ahmed, Vivek Shukla
Advocate, Maniram
Sharma and Diwakar
Pathak. The election
will select one presi-
dent, one general sec-
retary, one treasurer
and 11 executive com-
mittee members. There
is a tough competition
for the president post
between Shailesh
Jaiswal and Yogendra
Sharma.Santosh
Agarwal and Shahid
Hashmi are contesting
for the general secre-
tary position. Amit
Kaushal and Ghulam
Waris are in the fray
for the treasurer

post.The Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) of Nanpara and
the local police admin-
istration have been
informed and adequate
security arrangements
have been made for a
peaceful and fair elec-
tion.There is a wave of
excitement among
traders regarding this
election, which is
being held by ballot
paper after 25 years,
and an election atmos-
phere prevails
throughout the market
area. On the other
hand, Anil Agarwal,
the president of the
Rupaidiha Trade
Association, has
appealed to keep the
market open during
the elections.

Bahraich

The illegal mining business
is openly flourishing in the
Mihipurwa tehsil area. The
administration inaction has
further emboldened the min-
ing mafia. The latest incident
involves the villages of Urra
and Madhwapur, where large-
scale illegal mining has taken
place on village common land
and enemy property.
According to local villagers,
approximately 50 tractor-trol-
leys of soil/sand were illegal-
ly mined in Urra village,
while about 100 tractor-trol-
leys of material were extract-
ed from land declared as
enemy property in
Madhwapur village. This has
resulted in a revenue loss of
millions of rupees for the
government. This mining was
carried out in broad daylight
using JCB and tractor-trol-
leys, but no concrete action
has been taken by the respon-
sible authorities.Villagers
reported that the illegal min-
ing is not only damaging gov-

ernment land but also affect-
ing nearby fields, roads and
the environment. Roads are
being damaged due to soil
erosion and waterlogging,
causing inconvenience to
commuters. Sources say that
the mining mafia is operating
under the protection of influ-
ential local people. Despite
complaints, the administration
action has been limited to

paperwork. Villagers have
informed the tehsil and min-
ing department several times,
but the machinery is removed
before officials arrive at the
site. 

The villagers have
demanded that the District
Magistrate and the
Superintendent of Police
immediately stop the illegal
mining. They have also

demanded strict action
against the culprits and the
seizure of vehicles used in the
mining. 
They have also requested that
the village common land and
enemy property be surveyed
and compensation for the
damage be ensured, so that
effective control can be main-
tained over such cases in the
future.

Illegal Mining Rife in Mihipurwa,

Administration Remains Silent

Kolkata Assamese Cultural Association Organizes

Successful 'Rupohi Haat' Bhogali Mela on Magh Bihu

Trade Association Elections in
Border Town Rupaidiha Today, 

836 Traders to Cast Votes

First Global Convention of

Diaspora Assamese Begins at

IIT Guwahati Assam

BJP MP filled form number 6

Taxi Owners Association of Rupaidiha

Organizes Khichdi Feast on Makar Sankranti
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Prayagraj. At the Kriya Yoga
Ashram camp located at the

Sangam Lower junction in the
Magh Mela area, continuous serv-
ice activities are underway, and
daily Kriya Yoga practice is being

conducted under the guidance of
the International Kriya Yoga
Guru and founder and
president of Kriya
Yoga Ashram,
Swami Shri Yogi
Satyam Ji Maharaj.
Seekers from India
and abroad are par-
ticipating in the
practice at the Kriya
Yoga Ashram camp,
seeking spiritual peace
along with the practice.Kriya Yoga
is considered a science that leads to
the realization of the truth inherent
in all spiritual practices and forms
of worship. Guruji Swami Shri
Yogi Satyam Ji Maharaj explained
that through the regular practice of
Kriya Yoga, the distance between
the seeker, the means, and the goal

is eliminated, allowing the seeker
to directly experience the truth.

He also explained that
through Kriya Yoga, the

seeker's consciousness
expands, and they
rise above external
rituals, entering a
state of spiritual

experience. As the
depth of practice

increases, the feeling of
duality gradually diminishes,

and the seeker's perspective trans-
forms into non-duality.From a spiri-
tual perspective, Kriya Yoga is con-
sidered a path through which an
inward journey is possible through
practice. In this state, the seeker
experiences themselves as insepara-
ble from the truth. Kriya Yoga is
not merely a method of spiritual

practice, but a scientific path to
self-realization, which introduces a
person to their true nature.Thus,
through the practice of Kriya Yoga,

a person not only attains spiritual
peace but also develops a broader
and more holistic perspective on
life. 

Kriya Yoga Practice Leads to the Realization of

Truth: Swami Shri Yogi Satyam

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj: National spokesperson
of the Bharatiya Kisan Union,
Chaudhary Rakesh Tikait, said that
the United States should not put
any kind of pressure on the Indian
government regarding the Free
Trade Agreement (FTA). During
the national deliberation camp
held in Prayagraj, he said that
India is an agrarian country and
farmers are the backbone of the
country's economy. In such a situa-
tion, the Indian government will
have to adopt a protectionist agri-
cultural policy to protect the inter-
ests of the farmers. Chaudhary
Rakesh Tikait clearly stated that
any compromise on the interests of
farmers, laborers, and the rural
economy in any international
agreement will not be accepted.

The Bharatiya Kisan Union will
strongly oppose any free trade
agreement with anti-farmer claus-
es. He said that the Bharatiya
Kisan Union stands with the gov-
ernment on national and interna-
tional issues related to farmers'
interests, but the neglect of farm-
ers will not be tolerated under any
circumstances.Giving information
about the organization's upcoming
programs, he said that from
February 11 to 15, a delegation of
the Bharatiya Kisan Union will
visit Karnataka and interact with
various farmer organizations and
farmers. After this, a comprehen-
sive public relations campaign will
be launched in Uttar Pradesh to
further strengthen the farmers'
movement.As part of the program,
Kisan Panchayats (farmers' assem-
blies) will be organized in Sitapur

on February 16, Barabanki on
February 17, Bahraich on
February 18, Fatehpur on February
19, and Mathura on February 20.
On February 21, a large joint
Kisan Panchayat will be held in
Amroha, Bijnor, and Moradabad.
Following this, a joint Kisan
Panchayat of Muzaffarnagar,
Shamli, Baghpat, and Meerut dis-
tricts will be organized on
February 22, in which a large
number of farmers are expected to
participate.The Kisan Panchayat
organized as part of the national
deliberation camp was presided
over by the State President of the
Bharatiya Kisan Union, Rajpal
Sharma, while the proceedings
were conducted by the Central
Zone President, Shaligram Yadav.
Senior office bearers and represen-
tatives from various states of the

country, including Odisha State
President Sorry Kumar Sahu,
Madhya Pradesh State President
Anil Yadav, Rajaram Dhull from
Haryana, Tejram Vidrohi from
Chhattisgarh, Rajveer Singh
Jadoun, Ghanshyam Verma, and
Ompal Malik, were present at the
panchayat. The panchayat (village
council meeting) extensively dis-
cussed issues such as a legal guar-
antee for Minimum Support Price
(MSP), rising agricultural costs,
fair prices for crops, electricity,
irrigation, stray animals, and agri-
cultural policy. The speakers unan-
imously resolved that the
Bharatiya Kisan Union (Indian
Farmers' Union) will continue to
fight for farmers' rights through
peaceful and democratic means
and will further strengthen the
organization across the country.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. On the auspicious
occasion of Magh Mela-2026,
the Uttar Pradesh Khadi and
Village Industries Board has
organized a divisional-level
Khadi and Village Industries
Exhibition at Parade Ground,
Triveni Road, Prayagraj. This
exhibition will remain open to
the public until February 15,
2026. In the inauguration cere-
mony held on Friday, the chief
guest, Phulpur MP Praveen
Patel, and the special guest,
Member of the Legislative
Council Surendra Chaudhary,
jointly inaugurated the exhibi-

tion by cutting the ribbon. On
this occasion, MP Praveen Patel
emphasized strengthening the
Swadeshi (indigenous) move-
ment, stating that increased use

of Khadi and village industry
products will improve the living
standards of traditional artisans,
craftsmen, spinners, and
weavers in rural areas. He

described the Prime Minister's
'Local for Vocal' mantra as the
foundation for the success of the
Swadeshi movement. A total of
210 stalls have been set up for

Khadi institutions and village
industry units in the exhibition.
Khadi institutions from Uttar
Pradesh, as well as from
Jharkhand, Bihar, West Bengal,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Himachal Pradesh, and
Uttarakhand, and other states
are participating. Various types
of Khadi fabrics and garments,
including cotton, wool, silk,
Katiya, and poly Khadi, are
being sold and displayed here.
During the program, District
and Regional Village Industries
Officer Jawahar Lal welcomed
the guests by presenting them
with shawls and mementos.
Finally, gratitude was expressed

to the guests and attendees. On
this occasion, Regional Village
Industries Officer Varanasi U.P.
Singh, Village Industries Officer
Bhadohi Rajesh Kumar Singh,
Principal Assistant Varanasi
Sanjay, and several other offi-
cers and employees were pres-
ent. The stage was managed by
Senior Auditor Rakesh Mohan
Gupta and Anumati Dixit. Many
people, including Sunil Kumar,
O.P. Maurya, Mahendra
Kushwaha, Amit Kumar, Rajesh
Pandey, Ashish Yadav, Anuj
Ramlal, Vishnu Mishra, Dinesh
Dubey, Ashutosh Kumar, and
Himanshu Yadav, were present
at the event.

Divisional Khadi and Village Industries Exhibition Inaugurated by Phulpur MPA

Etah

A Sampoorna Samadhan
Diwas (Complete
Grievance Redressal Day)
was organized on
Saturday at Aliganj Tehsil
under the chairmanship of
District Magistrate Prem
Ranjan Singh. The
District Magistrate lis-
tened seriously to the
grievances received from
the general public and
instructed concerned
departmental officers to
ensure timely, quality and
satisfactory disposal of all
cases within the pre-
scribed timeframe.

Complete

Grievance

Redressal Day

Held at Aliganj

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Ghazipur: To ensure the speedy resolution

of public grievances, the Complete

Grievance Redressal Day was held on the

third Saturday of the month at the Tehsil

auditorium in Mohammadabad, Ghazipur

district, under the chairmanship of Avinash

Kumar and in the presence of

Superintendent of Police Dr. Iraj Raja. 126

complaints/petitions were received, of

which 18 were resolved on the spot.

According to information from all seven

tehsils, a total of 342 complaints/petitions

were received during the Complete

Grievance Redressal Day, with 32 com-

plaints/petitions resolved on the spot.In

this regard, 46 complaints/petitions were

received in Sadar Tehsil, of which 7 were

resolved on the spot. In Kasimabad Tehsil,

under the chairmanship of the Sub-

Divisional Magistrate, 23 complaints/peti-

tions were received, of which 4 were

resolved on the spot. In Zamania Tehsil,

under the chairmanship of the Sub-

Divisional Magistrate, 28 complaints/peti-

tions were received, of which 3 were

resolved on the spot. In Jakhania Tehsil,

under the chairmanship of the Sub-

Divisional Magistrate, 49 complaints/peti-

tions were received, of which 3 were

resolved on the spot. In Saidpur Tehsil,

under the chairmanship of the Sub-

Divisional Magistrate, 21 complaints/peti-

tions were received, of which 2 were

resolved on the spot, and in Sevarai Tehsil,

under the chairmanship of the Tehsildar, 49

complaints/petitions were received, of

which 5 were resolved on the spot.On the

occasion of the Complete Grievance

Redressal Day, the District Magistrate lis-

tened attentively to the grievances of the

general public, resolving some complaints

on the spot and forwarding the remaining

complaints to the concerned officers with

instructions for timely and quality resolu-

tion. 

On this occasion, officers and employees

of the police and revenue departments

were instructed that land disputes and

interpersonal disputes are often related;

therefore, officers of the revenue and

police departments should coordinate with

each other to ensure the resolution of these

disputes. All the revenue officers of the

tehsil were instructed that minor problems

of the complainants, which can be resolved

immediately, should be addressed without

causing any inconvenience to the individu-

als. On this occasion, Sub-Divisional

Magistrate Dr. Harshita Tiwari, Tehsildar

Mahendra Bahadur, Circle Officer

Sudhakar Pandey, and all district-level

officers were present.

Complete Grievance Redressal Day:

Public problems addressed, 342 com-

plaint letters received in seven tehsils

Tikait's Announcement at the National Deliberation

Camp: Anti-Farmer FTA Will Not Be Accepted

Sadhana (spiritual practice) eliminates the distance between the seeker and the

sought, Kriya Yoga practice leads to the experience of non-duality
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Amid the ongoing tensions
between India and Pakistan,
one thing that’s constantly
making the rounds on the
internet is the possibility of a
nuclear war between the two
countries. Nuclear weapons are
the most destructive man-
made thing ever created,
because of the extensive dev-
astation they cause and their
distinctive, persistent, and
genetically damaging radioac-
tive fallout that spreads uncon-
trollably.The atomic bombings
of the Japanese cities of
Hiroshima on August 6, 1945,
and Nagasaki on August 9,

1945, carried out by the United
States, during World War II,
were the first and only use of
atomic weapons in warfare, till
now. As per the estimates, the
bombing had killed an estimat-
ed 140,000 people in
Hiroshima, and 74,000 people
in Nagasaki by the end of
1945A single nuclear weapon
has the potential to destroy a
city and kill most of its people.
Multiple nuclear explosions
over urban areas could lead to
catastrophic consequences.
This scenario could wipe out
tens of millions of
lives.According to reports, A

nuclear explosion’s fireball
comes to its maximum size in
just about 10 seconds, unleash-
ing massive energy in the form
of blast, heat, and radiation.
The shockwave, after the
explosion, travels at hundreds
of kilometres per hour, and has
the potential to cause destruc-
tion beyond imagination. The
blast can claim many lives near
ground zero and inflict injuries,
including lung damage and
internal bleeding, at far dis-
tances.Collapsing structures
and flying debris also harm
people. Near ground zero, ther-
mal radiation’s extreme heat

vaporizes everything, which
leads to severe burns and
sparking massive fires that
merge into devastating
firestorms. The disaster can
also kill people in underground
shelters due to lack of oxygen
or carbon monoxide poison-
ing.Talking about the long-
term, nuclear weapons pro-
duce ionizing radiation. 

This could contaminate the
environment, including rivers
and air, which kills or sickens
those exposed, and has long-
term health consequences,
including cancer and genetic
damage.

In an extraordinary move that has the scope to
reshape the contours of the Indian Constitution,
the President of India has invoked a rarely used
power under Article 143 to refer a legal question
to the Supreme Court.The question? The very
scope and legitimacy of the Supreme Court’s
extraordinary powers under Article 142. At its
heart, this momentous referral has placed two
of the republic’s most powerful constitutional
authorities—the President and the Supreme
Court—on a potential collision course.The refer-
ence from the Rashtrapati Bhawan para-
dropped close to a month after the Supreme
Court ruled that the President must decide on
bills referred by Governors within three
months.This landmark decision came after the
court overturned the Tamil Nadu Governor’s
decision to withhold approval for pending bills.
The court ruled that Governors cannot indefi-
nitely delay assent to Bills passed by the state
legislature. Such inaction amounts to a ‘pocket
veto’, a concept alien to the Indian constitution-
al system.Bills can be reserved for the President
only in specific circumstances (e.g., when
required by Articles like 254(2), 31A, etc.). It can-
not be used as a tool to block legislation falling
within the State’s domain," the bench, compris-
ing Justices JB Pardiwala and R Mahadevan, had
said in the verdict dated April 8, 2025.President
Droupadi Murmu’s reference in a way challenges
the alleged judicial activism of the apex court,
particularly questioning the reach and limits of
its power to “do complete justice".Article 142
has often been described as a judicial wild
card—a provision invoked to bridge legal gaps,
deliver equitable outcomes, and, at times, side-
step the legislature.The invocation of the adviso-
ry jurisdiction by the President of India appears
to seek clarity on the scope and extent of the
extraordinary jurisdiction of the apex
court.However, the said reference, if looked at
from a wider lens, appears to be much more
than unusual since an extraordinary constitu-
tional power is being used to challenge another
i.e. Article 143, which empowers the President
to seek the advisory opinion of the Supreme
Court on questions of public importance, but is a
rarely used tool.When Was This Extraordinary
Measure Last Used By A President?The last time
this jurisdiction was invoked was in 2016, when
then-President Pranab Mukherjee sought the
court’s opinion on whether the government
could bypass the Rajya Sabha to enact the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) by treating it as a Money
Bill.On April 12, 2012, the then President
Pratibha M Patil used it in connection with the
2G spectrum allocation, asking eight questions.
These included judicial interference in policy
matters and whether auction as the only
method that can be used to allocate natural
resources.President Murmu’s current reference
invoking the advisory jurisdiction is more than
just a legal query—it is a moment of reckoning
for the basic structure doctrine itself.Speaking to
News18, senior advocate Siddharth Luthra said,
“This reference to my mind is to determine what
is the way going forward, to what extent the
Supreme Court will direct Governors and
Presidents to act, to what extent will they deter-
mine and sit over jurisdictions of Governors and
Presidents."
Senior advocate Sanjay Hedge, meanwhile, said,
“Reference is not a review. Presidential refer-
ence is a question to court in its advisory juris-
diction. Supreme Court had clarified its advisory
jurisdiction is recommendatory and not bind-
ing."Judgment of court is a verdict of court, it
can be overcome only through process known to
law which is an adjudicatory process. This is an
opinion; it cannot directly override a judg-
ment," he added.The apex court,
for the longest time, has assert-
ed that certain foundational
principles—like judicial inde-
pendence, federalism.

The Pakistan government
has cemented its relation-
ship with the powerful army
chief, General Asim Munir, by
rewarding him with the title
of Field Marshal. While it’s
not clear whether the idea
originated with the army or
the government, Munir’s
elevation to a five-star rank
signals the Shehbaz Sharif
government’s allegiance to
the commander of the
largest service branch, an act
that will have far-reaching
political and institutional
implications.Notwithstandin
g the general sense of jubila-
tion in the country over the
popular perception of a tacti-
cal victory against India, this
particular decision came as a
shock and may not serve
Asim Munir’s interests in the
long run. Many people who
were previously silent after
the end of the conflict, or
who had been generally
happy with the Pakistan Air
Force’s achievement, sud-
denly took to their key-
boards to mock the deci-
sion.Some pointed out how
Munir has been steadily
accumulating prefixes, while
others drew comparisons to
Ugandan dictator and army
chief Idi Amin or joked about
whether the title of Quaid-e-
Azam would be next. There is
a growing sense among
many that the government
should have stopped at cele-
brating the military achieve-
ment, rather than indulging
in this kind of overdrive.As
some observers I spoke to
suggested, the decision may
reflect the political cunning
of the government, which
could be attempting to shift
negative focus back onto the
powerful army chief—previ-
ously hailed as a hero.
Others said the initiative was
entirely the government’s

way of signalling to Munir
that, since the Pakistan
Muslim League–Nawaz
(PMLN) could go so far as to
make him Field Marshal, he
should remain invested in
this partnership and not con-
sider rapprochement with
Imran Khan or his
party.Indisputably, the gov-
ernment prioritised short-
term political gains over
long-term institutional con-
sequences. With his promo-
tion to five-star general,
Munir is now the most senior
commander in the country—
disrupting the institutional
balance within the armed
forces. Ironically, he now
outranks the Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee
(CJCSC), a four-star general
who heads the body created
in the 1970s to ensure parity
among the three services
and coordinate joint plan-
ning.A five-star army chief
attending CJCSC meetings
renders the proceedings
practically ceremonial. This

institutional imbalance
echoes a similar issue from
the Zia-ul-Haq era when,
after declaring martial law
and becoming president in
1977, Zia could no longer
participate in CJCSC meet-
ings. As a result, the Vice
Chief of Army Staff (VCOAS)
attended instead, undermin-
ing the intended balance
among the services. This not
only weakened joint plan-
ning but also sidelined the
question of political control
over the largest service.
Munir’s elevation is likely to
create similar complications.
As some of my sources sug-
gested, he may try to resolve
the issue by appointing a
four-star VCOAS—a move
believed to be aimed at
calming nerves within the
army, where many are now
uncertain about their
futures. But history suggests
that a four-star general in the
army often ends up being
the army chief’s undoing.It
would be a mistake to dis-

miss this decision as a mere
political stunt, given its insti-
tutional implications.
Crucially, the promotion is
unlikely to make Munir more
powerful than he already is.
He and the institution he
leads are already immensely
powerful. No political party
worth its salt today has even
a notional interest in holding
him or the military account-
able. The last institution with
any capacity to do so—the
higher judiciary—backed off
at the start of the conflict,
when the Supreme Court
conceded to the use of mili-
tary courts to try civilians for
treason.Furthermore, Munir
has already outlined his
vision for the state: a “hard
state” , hellbent on crushing
dissent, refusing dialogue
with those that appear bel-
ligerent, and upholding the
national ideology through
military means. One is also
reminded of his earlier
promises to transform
Pakistan into a trillion-dollar

economy—a goal far more
ambitious than convincing
people to sacrifice for sus-
taining the military, especial-
ly in the wake of recent con-
flict.The civilian govern-
ment’s eagerness to appease
the general also suggests
that no one will raise ques-
tions this November when
his current three-year term
ends, and it comes time to
legally extend it by another
two years—taking him to
November 2027. After that,
another five-year extension
seems likely. This is when the
road may get bumpy for him.
Even the two-year extension
is already a problem: many
three-star generals, who
serve four-year terms, will
now retire without a chance
at promotion.Sadly, Pakistan
has not seriously considered
the implications of these
extensions. Another five-
year term after 2027 could
open up a Pandora’s box, as
it has for previous generals
during their second extend-
ed tenures. This is when all
powerful generals tend to
make mistakes, including
caving in to international
pressures, resulting in a push
from within the
institution.So far, no general
has survived an extended
term or managed to end
their second term nicely—
from Zia-ul-Haq and Pervez
Musharraf to Ashfaq Parvez
Kayani and Qamar Javed
Bajwa,the ending for all of
them was not as rosy as their
beginning. Munir will strug-
gle to maintain a balance
within his own service, a task
fraught with pitfalls. As many
within army circles recall,
even Musharraf had to nego-
tiate hard with his corps
commanders to get decisions
accepted during his extend-
ed term.

When the Pahalgam
attack took place on
April 22 this year, with
loss of innocent lives
and the disgraceful reli-
gious and gender pro-
filing, it was obvious
that India's limit of tol-
erance had been
crossed not by a few
but by manifold notch-
es. Although the gov-
ernment of India con-
vened the Cabinet
Committee for Security
(CCS) immediately in
the aftermath of the
attack, the decisions of
the CCS harped on
polit ico-diplomatic-
economic options to
punish Pakistan.To
strategic minds, it was
obvious that it was a
window of opportunity
created for the armed
forces to plan, acquire
necessary intelligence
and establish full readi-
ness for both the
launch of the designed
offensive and the nec-
essary guarding of
flanks and depth to
absorb any retaliation.
Militaries usually work
on surprise, but that
may not be the most
efficient way of execut-
ing an operation in
which retribution is a
major factor. In other
words, failure or even
non-attainment of the
full aim cannot be an
option. The delivery of
the mission was a
national compulsion,
for, on it rested the
image and the future
status of India as a
responsible nation that

could defend itself.
Operation Sindoor, a
very appropriate name
of the operation, of
which much has been
written in the media,
was designed to show-
case India's capability
for escalation domi-
nance without a full-
scale war. It was also
conceived to impose
material costs on
Pakistan's hybrid war
apparatus. With its
emerging global strate-
gic importance, India
also ensured pre-emp-
tive global diplomatic
outreach to shape the
post-strike narrative as
a legitimate act of self-
defence. In the opera-
tional-strategic
domain, the shift from

‘surgical strikes' and
single objective mis-
sions, to strategic,
punitive missile diplo-
macy has been a
marked change in the
strategy that India has
followed.It's important
to break down the
components of the
entire operation and
look at these from
angles that have hither-
to not been considered
strategically significant.
The codename is one
of them. The choice of
the name, ‘Operation
Sindoor', is a lesson in
strategic communica-
tion and is reputed to
have the Prime
Minister's personal
stamp. ‘Sindoor' (ver-
milion) symbolises a
sacred mark on the
forehead in Indian cul-

ture, often associated
with martyrdom (evok-
ing the blood of fallen
soldiers), resolve, and
sanctity (especially,
feminine strength in
mythology). It is also a
symbol conveying the
betrothal of a woman
to her husband. Thus,
it's a sacred red line -
which, once crossed,
invites decisive retalia-
tion. The psychological
messaging from the
codename was the
reflection of India's
restrained but resolute
posture. on the choice
of the nine targets and
the means of hitting
them, it's also good to
understand why
women officers of the
Indian and the Indian
Air Force (IAF).
. were nominated to sit
on the Foreign
Secretary's panel and
explain the operation
in detail. The era of
strategic optics is now
decidedly upon us.
Most of India makes up
its mind by watching
visuals and staring at
their mobile screens.
The optics of the brief-
ing focused on India's
modern, inclusive, and
capable armed forces.
It countered stereo-
types about patriarchal
militaries. There was a
symbolic projection of
‘Nari Shakti' (women
power) in national
security roles to also
link it with the tragedy
that befell the unfortu-
nate women who lost
their husban.

Calculated Pressure' Should Be India's

Mantra As Pak Chooses Escalation
India's Operation Sindoor is haunt-
ing both Pakistan and China, the for-
mer due to the non-explanation for
sponsoring cross-border terrorism
and the massive physical loss of mil-
itary assets and face, and the latter
due to the utter failure of its military
equipment sold to Pakistan and the
diplomatic fallout of supporting an
“ironclad” friend.Diplomatically,
after the Pahalgam terror attacks,
China expressed its concern and
called for restraint on India's part,
while reiterating support for
Pakistan both regionally and in the
United Nations' #1267 al-Qaeda
sanctions committee. China's
Foreign Minister, Wang Yi, discussed
issues with his Pakistan counterpart,
Ishaq Dar, and India's National
Security Advisor, Ajit Doval, without
any concrete proposals in hand.
Ironically, Chinese bloggers criticised
India for 'escalation' and called its
actions ‘destabilising' even as they
cheered Pakistan's drone strikes on
Indian borders. Many even said

Pakistan was not involved in cross-
border terrorism attacks in India,
despite substantial evidence in this
regard. Beijing offered mediation
between the two warring South
Asian countries but was at a loss
when Pakistan preferred to
approach the United States for a
ceasefire.China's efforts to white-
wash Pakistan-based terrorists and
its diplomatic support to Islamabad
have dented the image of China as a
responsible country. Its myopic
vision to back its “all-weather”
friend at all costs is expected to cost
it its long-term strategic objec-
tives.However, it was in the military
showdown that China's image took a
dent. Most of its military equipment
- estimated to have cost Pakistan
more than $20 billion - underper-
formed, missed their targets, mal-
functioned, destroyed, or fell like
duds in the war theatre.For instance,
China sold to Pakistan its “vigorous
dragon” J-10 C fighter aircraft at $40
million a unit.

Can China's Arms Market Recover From

India-Pak War Embarrassment?

Constitutional Crossfire:

President’s Reference Puts

Judiciary In The Dock

What If Nuclear War Breaks Out? Here Are The 

7 Devastating Consequences

No Pak general has survived an extended term
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NCLAT reduces penalty on
Google to 216 crore in Play

Store matter
Delhi: Appellate tribunal NCLAT  upheld the
order passed by fair trade regulator CCI against
Google for abusing its dominant position with
respect to Play Store policies, however, reduced
the penalty on the tech giant to ?216 crore from
936.44 crore.A two-member bench comprising
Chairperson Justice Ashok Bhushan and Technical
Member Barun Mitra said Google "has abused its
dominant position and has violated Section",
however in some sections, violation was "not
proved, but penalty was still leviable on proof of
violation".

Small savings program inter-
est rates unchanged quarter

Delhi: For the fifth quarter starting April 1, 2025,
the government maintained interest rates on PPF
and NSC. The rates of interest on various Small
Savings Schemes for the first quarter of FY 2025-
26, starting on 1 April 2025 and ending on 30
June 2025, would stay unaltered from those noti-
fied for the fourth quarter of a finance ministry
notification. The notification states that Sukanya
Samriddhi deposits will earn 8.2% interest, while
three-year term deposits will earn 7.1%. Popular
Public Provident Fund (PPF) and post office sav-
ings deposit scheme interest rates remain at 7.1%
and 4%, respectively. Kisan Vikas Patra invest-
ments mature in 115 months at 7.5%. National
Savings Certificate (NSC) interest rates will stay at
7.7% for April–June 2025. Like the current quar-
ter, investors will earn 7.4% from the Monthly
Income Scheme. Small savings programs, mostly
run by post offices and banks.

Delhi : JSW Paints will buy
75% of Dulux-owner Akzo
Nobel's India operations for
Rs 9,407 crore ($1.1 billion),
the sector's biggest pur-
chase amid rising competi-
tion. JSW Paints, founded
by steel tycoon Sajjan Jindal
in 2019, will become the
fourth largest participant in
the sector, controlled by
Asian Paints, Berger Paints,
and Kansai Nerolac. Aditya
Birla Group launched Birla
Opus in 2024. According to
Indian takeover legislation,
JSW Paints would openly
offer Rs 3,929 crore to Akzo
Nobel India's public stock-
holders for a 25% stake.
Public shareholders would

receive Rs 3,418 per share
in the open offer, while JSW
Paints will pay the Dutch
firm Rs 2,762.

Based on the open offer
response, JSW Paints would
buy enough shares from
the Dutch company to
maintain 75% ownership in

Akzo Nobel India. JSW
Paints, part of the $23-bil-
lion JSW Group, will market
Akzo Nobel India after the
purchase, with the Dutch
corporation perhaps
remaining a public share-
holder.  

JSW to acquire Dulux Paints for 9,000 crore

Delhi : According to
Delhi, the 45-page SEBI
order confirmed that
the BSE's system design
allowed paying clients
and the internal listing
compliance monitoring
(LCM) staff to view
business announce-
ments ahead of sched-
ule. Prior to the infor-
mation being made
public on its website,
this occurred. Because
there were no meas-
ures in place to ensure
that all stakeholders
had equal and contem-
poraneous access to
the data, the regulator
deemed this to be a
breach of norms. To
keep information

inequality at bay and
guarantee fair markets,
this is crucial. After
reviewing the
Securities Contracts
(Regulation) SECC
(Stock Exchange and
Clearing Corporations
Regulations, 2018),
SEBI determined that
BSE had broken
Regulation 39(3). All
users must have fair
and transparent access
for stock exchanges to

comply with the rules.
Additionally, 
the regulator brought
attention to the fact
that BSE neglected to
establish a really basic
syndication (RSS) feed,
which would have miti-
gated the possibility of
unequal access to cor-
porate filings.
Inspections revealed
gaps, but BSE just cre-
ated a time gap to fix
the problem, according
to SEBI. The regulator
also pointed out signifi-
cant problems with
BSE's oversight of client
code updates, which
are permitted only for
legitimate mistakes.  

Delhi : In a joint
statement, Adani
Total Gas Ltd and Jio-
bp, an arm of
Reliance Industries
Ltd, announced their
partnership to sell
auto fuel at select
outlets. Certain ATGL
outlets will offer Jio-
bp's gasoline and
diesel, while Jio-bp
outlets will incorpo-
rate ATGL's com-
pressed natural gas
(CNG) dispensers.
“This partnership will
enable us to leverage
each other’s infra-
structure, thus
enhancing customer
experience and
offerings,” said
Suresh P. Manglani,
executive director
and CEO of Adani
Total Gas. After
Reliance bought a
26% interest in an
Adani Power project
in Madhya Pradesh,
the two opposing bil-
lionaires teamed
together again. "We
are united by a
shared vision to offer
our customers a
superior selection of
high-quality fuels,"
stated Jio-bp chair-
man Sarthak

Behuria. "The part-
nership between RIL
and the Adani Group
is anticipated to be
extremely comple-
mentary, providing
substantial opera-
tional advantage via
their combined phys-
ical presence," stated
Nirav Karkera, head
of research at
Fisdom. A more
holistic consumer
experience is the
goal of the relation-
ship, which is why
both companies are
offering complimen-
tary items.
Both parties stand to

benefit from this
partnership, which is
especially notewor-
thy in an industry
where state-run cor-
porations predomi-
nate.  

In a joint venture, Ambani and

Adani will sell transportation fuel

Delhi: JioHotstar, a
worldwide OTT player
from India, is closing in
on Netflix's subscriber
dominance. Jiocinema
and Disney+Hotstar now
have 300 million users,
up from 50 million in
February 2025 after the
2025 TATA IPL. The 2025
Indian Premier League
season greatly impacted
JioHotstar's client base.
It rose from 50 million
subscribers in February
to 280 million by May
and 300 million current-
ly. Digital viewership
overtook television for
the first time, causing
tremendous develop-
ment. Digital reach was
652 million versus 537
million TV viewers. The
final IPL 2025 match

received 237 million digi-
tal viewers and 189 mil-
lion TV viewers. Along
with user growth, the
platform broke revenue
records. 
Jiostar, the parent com-
pany of JioHotstar,
announced that the
2025 IPL had the largest
advertising and subscrip-

tion revenue.
Historically, league rights
were auctioned for
23,575 crore for TV and
20,500 crore for digital
over 5 years, indicating
great value. The IPL's
peak internet viewership
was 55.2 million and TV
viewing time was 514 bil-
lion minutes.  

Delhi: Central bank sta-
tistics revealed that per-
sonal and credit card
loans fell for the eighth
straight month in
February due to Reserve
Bank of India tougher
policies. Last month,
banks' credit rose 12%
year-over-year, slower
than 16.6% a year earlier,

excluding HDFC Bank's
merger. Housing
Development Finance
Corp,  Loans rose 11% in
February, compared to
20.5% a year earlier,
including the merger. In
January, loan growth fell
to 12.5% excluding the
merger and 11.4%
including it. Retail

demand for unsecured
loans drove strong loan
growth for several years
in the banking sector.
However, in late 2023,
the RBI tightened capital
requirements for person-
al, credit card, and non-
banking finance compa-
ny loans. in its Mumbai
headquarters. 

NHAI to blacklist FASTags 'kept

in hand', seeks details from

toll operators

The BSE was fined 25L for the unfair

distribution of corporate information

Bank loan growth drops for eighth straight

month in February, RBI data reveals

JioHotstar Reaches 300 Million

Subscribers, Closer to Netflix

Delhi: They requested
anonymity and stated the GST
Council may determine how
to use this extra compensa-
tion cess. Cess funds are used
for a specified purpose and
are levied in addition to taxes.
These insiders claimed the
GST Council, the top indirect

tax decision-making body, will
meet before or after the
Monsoon session of

Parliament, depending on
member availability. They said
the Council meeting is over-
due and coming soon. Last
December 21, the 55th GST
Council met in Jaisalmer,
Rajasthan. They stated the
Council will discuss tax rate
rationalization, compliance

ease, and cess reform during
its 56th meeting.  The council
may replace the GST compen-
sation cess on sin goods and
luxury commodities like ciga-
rettes and cars with two spe-
cific-purpose levies to fund
health and clean energy proj-
ects.  

Delhi: One in five ultra-
rich Indians with a net
worth over Rs 25 crore
plans to settle abroad
for investment opportu-
nities, tax advantages,
and greater global con-
nectivity, according to a
Kotak Mahindra Bank
private banking survey.
The first two quarters of
2024-25 survey inter-
viewed 150 ultra-high
networth people
(UNHIs) and private
bankers in 12 cities. EY
ordered and validated
the findings with indus-
try. For this report,
those worth over Rs 25
crore were canvassed.

However, Kotak's pri-
vate banking division
targets individuals
worth over Rs 300
crore. Many UHNIs buy
abroad property for
migration and perma-
nent residency. "Ultra-
HNIs are diversifying
their portfolios and
embracing domestic
and global assets, set-
ting the stage for a sig-

nificant increase.
Alternative assets and
equities are becoming
more popular in domes-
tic and international
markets. Nearly a third
of India's Ultra-HNIs
own worldwide assets.
With two in three ultra-
HNIs planning struc-
tured wealth transition,
succession planning is
crucial. 

1 in 5 Indians with over Rs 5 crore 

worth plans to relocate overseas

Delhi: Drivers who
don't fix their FASTags
on the windshield of
their vehicles will face
permanent blacklisting
of tags, a measure taken
in view of the malprac-
tice of people handing
out "loose or unfixed
tags" for payment of
highway-user fee, which
leads to congestion at
toll plaza lanes and
sometimes altercations
with toll collectors. The
NHAI company dealing
with toll collection and
management of high-
ways, IHMCL, has asked
federations of toll col-
lectors, highway
builders and operators
to report such cases for
quick action. "Tags-in-
hand" have been cate-
gorised as "loose tags".
Despite repeated advi-
sories against the prac-
tice there have been
several cases of people
handing out FASTag at
toll gates for deduction

of user fee. In letters
addressed to these fed-
erations, IHMCL said,
"This leads to lane-level
congestion due to man-
ual handling and viola-

tion issues, misuse in
closed-loop tolling oper-
ations, generation of
false chargeback
demands and overall
disruption.

Delhi : Hackers breached the
ABCD mobile app run by Aditya
Birla Capital and stole digital
gold valued at approximately
Rs 1.95 crore from 435 user
accounts, according to Delhi.
On June 9, the scam was
exposed after multiple con-
sumers contacted the compa-
ny's call center to express their
dissatisfaction with the theft of
their digital gold. Concerned
about this, the company's
technical staff launched an
internal investigation and filed
a first information report.
According to our sources, the
affected accounts now have
their balances returned by the
company.   

Birla Co. recovers Rs

2 crore in stolen digital

gold

GST compensation fund likely to have 95k cr surplus

Delhi: In a series of
block agreements, the
promoter of JB
C h e m i c a l s — T a u
Investment Holdings, a
subsidiary of global pri-
vate equity giant KKR—
is selling around 1.6
crore shares, or 10.2%
of the firm, for approx-
imately Rs 2,575 crore
($300 million).
According to the deal's
term sheet, the mini-
mum price at which
the shares can be sold
is Rs 1,625—a 5%

reduction to JB Chem's
closing price of Rs
1,709 on Wednesday
on the NSE.
Shareholding reports
on the BSE indicate
that as of December
31, 2024, KKR owned
53.7% of the pharma-
ceutical company situ-
ated in the city.
Midway through 2020,
at a share price of Rs
745, the PE giant had
taken over the phar-
maceutical manufac-
turer.

JB Chemicals' promoter KKR will

sell 10% of the company for 

2,6k crore rupees

The government plans
to borrow Rs 8 lakh
crore, 54% of its Rs
14.8 lakh crore FY26
borrowing, in the first
half. It didn't front-
load the borrowing
program to avoid rais-
ing rates while the RBI
pumped record liquidi-
ty into the system.
Since the market
reported little demand
for 30-year and longer
bonds, the govern-
ment announced it
would borrow less in
FY26. Thus, front-load-
ing of the borrowing
program has been
avoided due to gov-
ernment (fiscal consol-
idation without com-
promising quality of
expenditure).

Centre will bor-

row 8L cr, 54%

of the objective

Delhi : Nearly 22,500 crore rupees were raised in
three separate initial public offerings (IPOs) that
concluded . The combined target amount for all
three was 2,562 crore rupees. According to data
from the exchanges and merchant bankers, the
119 crore rupee IPO of Globe Civil Projects was
subscribed 86 times, the 853 crore rupee IPO of
Ellenbarrie Industrial Gases was subscribed 22
times, and the 1,590 crore rupee IPO of Mumbai-
based real estate giant Kalpataru was subscribed
2.3 times . 

Total bids for three initial public offer-

ings (IPOs) reached 22.5 billion rupees
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