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New Delhi

New DelhiThe cancel-
lation of over 2,000
IndiGo flights over the
past five days has
affected thousands of
passengers. In light of
this, the Civil Aviation
Ministry on Saturday
directed the airline to
complete the refund
process for cancelled
flights by Sunday
evening. The ministry
also directed the airline
to ensure that passen-
gers' luggage is deliv-
ered within the next two
days.Strict Government
Instructions on
RefundsA day after the
country's largest airline,
IndiGo, faced difficul-
ties on Saturday after
canceling over 1,000
flights for the fifth con-
secutive day, the min-
istry said that any delay
or non-compliance in
the refund process will
result in immediate reg-
ulatory action. The
ministry said in a state-
ment that the refund

process for all can-
celled or disrupted
flights must be com-
pleted by 8 pm on
Sunday.The instruc-
tions issued said,
"Airlines have also
been directed not to
charge any reschedul-
ing fee from passengers
whose travel has been

affected by the cancel-
lations." IndiGo tweet-
ed that in light of recent
events, all passenger
cancellation refunds
will be automatically
returned. "We will fully
waive all
cancellation/reschedul-
ing requests for your
bookings for travel

between December 5,
2025, and December
15, 2025," IndiGo said.
More than 400 flights
were cancelled at vari-
ous airports across the
country on Saturday.
IndiGo has also been
directed to establish

Government sets deadline for

refunds for cancelled flights

New Delhi

Chief Justice Surya
Kant said in a statement
on Saturday that the
Supreme Court is for
the common man. He
added that a unified
national judicial policy
to resolve pending cases
is his top priority. The
CJI also stated that he
aims to reduce litigation
costs and set a time-

frame for case esolu-
tion. Disposal of
Pending Cases a
Priority Speaking at the
Leadership Summit, CJI

Surya Kant said, "My
top priority is to estab-
lish a fixed timeframe
and a unified national
judicial policy to expe-

dite the resolution of
pending cases. I am not
saying that all pending
cases will be eliminat-
ed. That will never hap-
pen. It should not be
because litigation is a
continuous process.
People have faith and
trust in the judicial sys-
tem." The CJI added,
"New cases will be
filed, but it is also
important to resolve old

cases. Mediation will
also be used, and this
could prove to be a
game changer."The
Chief Justice stated that
the Supreme Court will
see some reforms in the
coming days, and litiga-
tion will continue to
receive priority. The CJI
said, "I want to send a
strong and clear mes-
sage that the Supreme
Court is for the com-

mon man, and that there
is enough space in the
Supreme Court for ordi-
nary litigation."
However, he also stated
that he cannot do this
work alone and needs
the cooperation of other
judges.The Chief
Justice also stated that
the judiciary needs
upgrades, as issues like
digital arrests and
cybercrime .

'Supreme Court is for the common man, aim is to reduce litigation'

New Delhi

India's Foreign
Minister S. Jaishankar
stated that the relation-
ship between India and
Russia is one of the
strongest major rela-
tionships in the world.
He stated that President
Vladimir Putin's recent
two-day visit to India
has given a new direc-
tion to the relationship
between the two coun-
tries. Jaishankar stated
that this visit accom-
plished tasks that had
previously lagged, espe-
cially in economic
cooperation. Jaishankar
stated that while India
and Russia have always
had strong ties in the
defense and energy sec-
tors, economic ties have
not progressed as much
as before. He stated that

during this meeting,
both countries empha-
sized addressing this
gap. He explained that,
unlike other countries,
India's economic rela-
tions with the United
States and Europe have
grown, but the defense
sector has not. The
opposite is true for
Russia: defense remains
strong, but trade lags
behind. Referring to the
78-year-old trusting
relationship, the
Foreign Minister stated
that while the world has
seen many changes
over the past 78 years,
India-Russia relations
have remained stable.
Russia's relations with
China, the United
States, and Europe have
fluctuated, but trust
with India has remained
strong.

India-Russia relations

have become stronger:

External Affairs Minister

New Delhi

Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor, who is often
in the news for his
statements that cross
party lines, has intro-
duced three private
member bills in the
Lok Sabha. The most

significant of these bills
is to criminalize marital
rape. Tharoor stated
that even after mar-
riage, a woman's body
should be controlled by
her own will. The law
must recognize this.
Tharoor also empha-
sized that India must

uphold its constitution-
al values.Suggestion to
criminalize marital
rapeThe MP from
Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala, stated in a post
on the social media
platform X that marital
rape should be crimi-
nalized. It should be

noted that a private
member's bill is one
introduced by a mem-
ber of Parliament who
is not a minister. In his
X post, Shashi Tharoor
stated that India must
uphold its constitution-
al values and move
from "no means no".

Lucknow

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath made a
major announcement
on Saturday, marking
the Mahaparinirvan
Diwas of Baba Saheb
Dr. Bhimrao
Ambedkar. Speaking at
a program organized
by the Baba Saheb Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar
Mahasabha Trust, CM
Yogi said that often
some miscreants
attempt to damage stat-

ues. 
Therefore, the govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh
is taking an important
decision to ensure the
security of statues of
Baba Saheb by con-
structing boundary

walls. A canopy will
also be installed over
the statues, ensuring
their safety.The gov-
ernment will guarantee
minimum honorarium
to Class IV, contract,
and sanitation workers

within a month or
two.CM Yogi referred
to Dr. Nirmal's state-
ment in which he said
that Class IV, contract,
and sanitation workers
should receive a fair
honorarium. CM Yogi
said that his govern-
ment has formed a cor-
poration. Within the
next month or two, the
government will guar-
antee minimum hono-
rarium to Class IV,
contract, and sanitation
workers. 

New Delhi

A letter was written to
CJI Surya Kant, ask-
ing, "Should infiltrators
be given a red carpet
welcome?"New
DelhiOn December 2,
the Supreme Court
questioned the legal
status of Rohingya
Muslims living in
India. Former judges,
lawyers, and the
Campaign for Judicial
Accountability and
Reforms expressed
their objection in a let-
ter to Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant.

While hearing a habeas
corpus petition, the
bench comprising
Surya Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi
asked, "Should some-
one who enters India
illegally be given a 'red
carpet welcome' when
the country's own citi-

zens are struggling
with poverty?" The let-
ter stated that the com-
ments made against the
Rohingya were inhu-
mane and against con-
stitutional values. They
were described as one
of the most persecuted
minorities in the world.

They also asserted that
the Rohingya people
have the right to pro-
tection under Article
21.
The CJI is not only a
legal officer but also
the custodian of the
rights of the poor and
the final arbiter, whose
words carry weight in
the nation's thinking
and have far-reaching
impact. The Rohingya
are an ethnic minority
in Myanmar, who have
long faced violence
and discrimination in
the country's Buddhist-
majority society. 

Allahabad 

Allahabad High Court
rejected the anticipato-
ry bail plea of Bhojpuri
singer and YouTuber
Neha Singh Rathore in
a case related to
alleged derogatory
remarks against Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi. 
According to news
agency ANI, a case
was registered at
Lucknow's Hazratganj
police station earlier
this year over com-

ments made by Neha
Singh Rathore in April.
Several FIRs have been
filed against the singer
across Uttar Pradesh
for similar allegations.
The case relates to
Rathore's comments
regarding the Pahalgam
terror attack in April.
In her April 23 post,
"Bihar Mein Ka Ba"
fame singer Neha
Singh Rathore alleged
that the "Modi govern-
ment is playing politics
based on caste and reli-
gion."

Singer Neha Singh Rathore
suffers no relief, suffers

setback in PM's remarks
New Delhi

A private member's bill
introduced in the Rajya
Sabha by BJP MP Bhim
Singh has sparked a new
political debate in the
country. The bill seeks to
remove the words "secu-
lar" and "socialist" from
the Constitution's pream-
ble. Singh argues that
these words were added
without democratic
process during the
Emergency, and that it is
now necessary to
remove them and restore
the Constitution to its

original form. Singh stat-
ed that these words were
not included in the origi-
nal Constitution and
were added by the Indira
Gandhi government in
1976 through the 42nd
Amendment. He alleges
that all major opposition
leaders were in jail at the
time, and no open debate
took place in Parliament.
Singh argues that the
decision to add these
words to the preamble
was made out of com-
pulsion and to serve con-
temporary political inter-
ests.

Remove the words secular

and socialist from the pre-

amble of the Constitution

New Delhi

Today is the 69th death
anniversary of Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar, the
architect of the
Constitution. The entire
nation is remembering
him on this occasion.
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Vice
President C.P.
Radhakrishnan, and
other leaders paid their
respects at the statue of
Dr. Ambedkar in the
Parliament House com-
plex. Remembering Dr.
Ambedkar, Prime

Minister Modi wrote in
a social media post,
"Remembering Dr.
Babasaheb Ambedkar
on Mahaparinirvan
Diwas. His visionary
leadership and unwa-
vering commitment to

justice, equality, and
the Constitution will
continue to guide our
national journey. He
inspired generations to
uphold human dignity
and strengthen demo-
cratic values. 

PM Modi pays tribute to Ambedkar

on his death anniversary
New Delhi

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman has
praised the efforts of Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah to revive the
state's economy. Sitharaman
made this statement while
discussing India's economic
journey since 2019 at a
newspaper's leadership sum-
mit here on Saturday.
Addressing the event, she
described it as a time
marked by many difficulties
both globally and within the
country. She described
Jammu and Kashmir as a
prime example of economic
strength and specific policy
interventions.She said that

Sitharaman

praised Omar

Abdullah's efforts

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath attended the
tribute meeting held in Lucknow on the occasion
of Baba Saheb Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar's
Mahaparinirvan Diwas. On this occasion, he
showered flowers on the statue of Baba Saheb
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar.

Parties following the policy of appeasement
are harming India: CM Yogi Adityanath

Former judges and lawyers object to

Supreme Court's remarks on Rohingyas

'No means no...', Shashi Tharoor introduces
bill criminalising marital rape

IndiGo Airlines, which is
facing a crew shortage,
has canceled flights for the
fifth consecutive day,
causing chaos at airports.
Distressed passengers cre-
ated a ruckus at many
locations. Suitcases piled
up at the airport, and peo-
ple haven't received their
luggage for three to four
days. Those waiting for
flights spent the night on
the ground. Passengers
were seen crying at
Bengaluru Airport due to
flight cancellations. At
Lucknow Airport, passen-
gers clashed over queues. 
At Bengaluru Airport, a
passenger's cat appeared
distressed.

Passengers at the airport

brawled, kicking and

punching each other

Amid the Indigo crisis, the government on
Saturday put a stop on the arbitrary fares of air-
lines. The government said that all airlines cannot
sell tickets at a price higher than the fare cap. The
government said that this system will remain in
force until the situation becomes normal. The pur-
pose of this step is to stop irregularities in airfares,
maintain pricing discipline in the market and stop
exploitation of passengers in distress. 

Airlines will not be able to charge

fares exceeding Rs 18,000
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Ghazipur

A one-day workshop was organized by the

Department of Community Medicine at

Maharishi Vishwamitra Medical College in col-

laboration with the World Health Organization

and the Government of Uttar Pradesh. The

workshop was presided over by the college

principal, Prof. Anand Mishra, while Prof.

Dhananjay Singh served as the Organizing

Secretary.  During the technical sessions,

experts shared important information related to

the subject. More than 100 participants, includ-

ing faculty members, senior residents, junior

residents and MBBS students, enthusiastically

participated and found the workshop content

extremely useful. At the end of the program, the

organizing chairman, Prof. Anand Mishra, con-

gratulated all the guests, participants and the

organizing team for the successful event. He

also emphasized the need to organize similar

educational programs in the future.

One-Day Workshop
Organized

Lucknow

On Friday, Ashan
Jayawardene, Manager–
Trade Plan
Implementation, Ministry
of Agriculture, New
Zealand, met with Dinesh
Pratap Singh, Minister of
State (Independent
Charge) for Horticulture,
Agricultural Marketing,
Agricultural Foreign
Trade and Agricultural
Exports, at his residence
in Lucknow, to promote
and export Uttar Pradesh
honey to national and
international markets and
to exchange technology
under the New Zealand-
India Agriculture and
Honey Productivity
Partnership Program. This
meeting was aimed at
preparing and finalizing a
cooperation program in
the agricultural sector
under the proposed free
trade agreement.The New
Zealand High
Commission in New
Delhi has designated
Jayawardene to outline
this cooperation program.

New Zealand's "Manuka"
honey brand is world-
renowned. To bring the
state honey to the same
level, honey has been
included as a key coopera-
tion product under this
partnership. It was also
decided to establish a
"brand name" to recognize
the state honey.The meet-
ing noted that Uttar
Pradesh is the largest
honey-producing state in
the country with a wide
variety of honey varieties,
including natural, wild,
organic, herbal, multi-
flora, mustard and euca-
lyptus. India and New
Zealand have extensive
cooperation opportunities
in the areas of quality
improvement, certifica-
tion, technology transfer,

value addition and export
promotion.During the
visit, Jayawardene will
inspect honey collection
and harvesting centers and
interact with producers,
beekeepers, collectors and
exporters. He will also
assess opportunities for
technology exchange,
capacity building, stan-
dards harmonization and
strengthening the produc-
tion-export chain.
Following the meeting,
the delegation held
detailed discussions with
honey producers and
exporters at the
Horticulture Directorate,
chaired by Additional
Chief Secretary B.L.
Meena.
T
he meeting discussed fur-

Bhadohi

Superintendent of
Police Abhimanyu
Manglik took the
salute at the weekly
parade on Friday and
inspected the parade.
Personnel from the
police lines, those
posted in various
offices and recruit
police officers partici-
pated in the parade. A
run was organized to
ensure physical and
mental fitness. During
the parade, necessary
instructions were
given to the concerned
officers to make the
squad-wise drill proce-
dures, conducted for
discipline and unifor-
mity, more effective.
The newly selected
constables undergoing
training were briefed
on discipline and rules
after inspecting their
PT/parade. 

After the
parade, necessary
instructions were
given to the training
instructors to ensure
that the trainees are
thoroughly acquainted

with all important
points and instruc-
tions. The Dial 112
PRV vehicles and
equipment participat-
ing in the parade were
checked by the
Superintendent of
Police, Bhadohi and
necessary instructions
were given to the con-
cerned personnel.
After the inspection,
Superintendent of
Police Abhimanyu
Manglik inspected the
building under con-
struction in the police
lines premises and the
police lines itself, pay-
ing special attention to
cleanliness and giving
necessary instructions
to the concerned per-
sonnel. During the

weekly orderly room,
various registers were
checked and necessary
instructions were
given to the concerned
personnel. In the
police lines auditori-
um, 41 police person-
nel who performed
commendable work in
November 2025–
including police per-
sonnel posted at police
stations, those posted
at Mission Shakti cen-
ters, those posted at
the Cyber Help Desk,
those posted in Dial
112 and the SWAT and
Surveillance
teams–were honored
with commendation
certificates and wished
a bright future.

Bhadohi

As per the letter from
the Additional Chief
Secretary Uttar Pradesh,
Armed Forces Flag Day
will be celebrated
through out the state on
December 7th.  Emblem
flags and car flags for
sale have been received from the Directorate of
Soldier Welfare and Rehabilitation Uttar Pradesh
Lucknow. The funds collected from the sale of these
flags are sent to the Director, Directorate of Soldier
Welfare and Rehabilitation, Uttar Pradesh. On the eve
of Armed Forces Flag Day, the in-charge of the
Soldier Welfare and Rehabilitation Office respectfully
affixed the Armed Forces Flag Day emblem to
District Magistrate Shailesh Kumar, Additional
District Magistrate Kunwar Virendra Maurya and
District Information Officer Dr. Pankaj Kumar.
Following this, the aforementioned officers deposited
their contributions into the donation box. The volun-
tary contributions are used for the welfare of ex-ser-
vicemen/widows/dependents. These are the soldiers
who sacrificed their lives to secure and protect your
future. The funds you donate are used to alleviate the
suffering of the widows, children and elderly and
helpless parents of these brave soldiers and to bring a
smile to their faces. The funds collected from the sale
of flags should be deposited as soon as possible via
account payee check or cash into the Soldier Flag
Fund account number 10795005827, payable to State
Bank of India, Keshavpur Sarpathaha branch and the
office should be informed. Alternatively, the funds
can be sent by post to the District Soldier Welfare and
Rehabilitation Office, Bhadohi or deposited via QR
code. Please collect the receipt from the office in per-
son. In this regard, please take personal interest and
make every effort to collect as much money as possi-
ble.

Ghazipur

Under the leadership of
Samajwadi Party youth
leader Abhinav Singh,
Samajwadi Party workers
and local residents jointly
toured the Shastri Nagar
area as part of a campaign to
expose the corruption in the
municipality. Abhinav Singh
stated that the deplorable
condition of all the wards of
the municipality, as well as
the main and important
roads of the city, is a result
of gross negligence by the
administration. Businesses
are completely shut down
due to the dilapidated condi-
tion of the roads.  Heaps of

garbage are piled up every-
where in the city, and filth is
rampant throughout the
entire neighborhood. The
municipality is completely
mired in corruption and has
no concern whatsoever for
the problems of the city.

Kanchan Rawat, District
Vice President of the
Women Wing, said that the
municipality has no regard
for the comfort and conven-
ience of the city residents.
This campaign to expose the
corruption will continue

until the roads are complete-
ly repaired.
The statues of great person-

alities installed in the city
are also neglected. The pro-
gram was conducted by
businessman Arun
Kushwaha.

Ghazipur

Addressing a district-level
Rabi crop seminar and soil
health workshop organized
at the Krishi Vigyan Kendra,
P.G College Ghazipur on the
occasion of World Soil Day,
Municipal Chairperson
Sarita Agarwal appealed to
farmers and citizens, stating
that the deteriorating health
of the soil is affecting every-
one health. She said that
along with chemical-free
farming, natural farming
must be adopted to prevent
various types of cancer-
related diseases, diabetes,
obesity and disabilities in
newborns. Deputy Director
of Agriculture, Vijay Kumar
highlighted all aspects of
soil health and urged farm-
ers to use fertilizers and pes-
ticides only in balanced
quantities. He appealed to

the farmers to improve soil
health by using animal
manure and urine, crop
residue, green manure and
proper crop rotation.
Scientists from the Krishi
Vigyan Kendra, P.G
College, Ghazipur, Dr. D.K.
Singh, Dr. Omkar Singh and
Dr.S.K. Singh provided
detailed information on soil
health. On this occasion,
information on soil testing,
biopesticides, natural neem
oil and natural farming was
provided through stalls. On

World Soil Day, six progres-
sive farmers practicing
organic and natural farming
were also honored with cer-
tificates of appreciation by
the Municipal Chairperson.
On the occasion of World
Soil Day, the Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Akushpur also
organized a separate seminar
and program to raise aware-
ness among students, teach-
ers and farmers of the agri-
culture faculty.

Lucknow

The India Development Council
(Bharat Vikas Parishad), Awadh
Prant, inaugurated the five-day
Panch Sootri Katha Mahotsav on
Friday at Sumitnath Sewa Bhavan,
Krishna Nagar. Inspired by the
centenary year of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) the
event commenced in a spiritually
uplifting and culturally vibrant set-
ting.As the Chief Guest,
Sarojininagar MLA Dr. Rajeshwar
Singh emphasized that the Council
Panch-Sutra philosophy—Sampark
(Contact), Sahayog (Cooperation),
Sanskar (Values), Seva (Service)
and Samarpan (Commitment)—
forms the five foundational pillars
of effective nation-building and
collective consciousness.Dr. Singh
in-depth analysis on environmental
protection:Addressing the gather-
ing, Dr. Singh highlighted that
Indian cultural philosophy is
deeply rooted in harmony with
nature, but rapid over-exploitation
of natural resources has now taken
the form of a serious environmen-
tal crisis.
He shared key facts:Between
2013 and 2023, groundwater levels
in several areas of Lucknow have
fallen by up to 20 meters. Globally,
6.7 million people die prematurely
due to air pollution every year.In
India alone, this number ranges

from 1.7 to 2 million, which is
extremely alarming.To explain the
global ecological imbalance, Dr.
Singh referred to World Overshoot
Day.
He said: “In 1970, World
Overshoot Day fell on 25
December, meaning humanity lived
within the Earth ecological capaci-
ty for nearly the entire year. Today,
this date has shifted dangerously
backwards to 24 July, indicating
that we exhaust a full year natural
resources within just half the year.”
Dr. Singh shared that Sarojininagar
has taken significant strides in
environmental conservation: More
than 50% of Lucknow total
installed solar capacity is located in
Sarojininagar. Over 30,000 Eco-
Friendly Bags prepared by
Tarashakti Centres have been dis-
tributed among schoolchildren to
promote environmental awareness.
He emphasized that local initiatives
are critical for safeguarding the
planet limited resources. 

India Development Council inaugurates

Panch-Sutra Katha Mahotsav, focusing

on Environment and Civic Duties

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

The Sirathu Tehsil
administration has
swung into action fol-
lowing the discovery of
a case of illegal
encroachment on gov-
ernment land in
Naudhiya Amad Karari
village in the
Kaushambi Sirathu
Tehsil area. The admin-
istration has issued
instructions for immedi-
ate action, imposing a
financial penalty
against the encroachers,
Vijay Singh and Uday

Singh, for illegal con-
struction on Gram
Sabha grazing land. The
case relates to plot
number 289 Mi, meas-
uring 1.0360 hectares,
which is registered as
government grazing
land. 

The local accountant's
report found that the
accused had encroached
upon Gram Sabha land
by constructing houses
without prior permis-
sion. Upon receiving
the report, the Tehsil
administration issued
notices to the encroach-
ers, asking them to

present their case with-
in the stipulated time-
frame. 
However, the accused
failed to submit any
response or evidence
within the stipulated
timeframe. The admin-
istration is now pro-
ceeding with the
process of removing
this illegal encroach-
ment and recovering the
related financial penal-
ty. Officials have clari-
fied that encroachment
on government and
Gram Sabha land will
not be tolerated under
any circumstances.

Abhimanyu Manglik Takes 
Salute at Weekly Parade

Our Health is Linked to Soil

Health: Sarita Agarwal

Armed Forces Flag Day to be
celebrated on December 7th

Sirathu administration issues
notice to remove illegal

encroachment from 
government grazing land

SP Workers Launch Campaign to
Expose Municipal Corruption

Preparations are underway to
develop Uttar Pradesh into a

global honey hub in collabora-
tion with New Zealand

India Development Council inaugurates Panch-Sutra Katha Mahotsav, focusing on

Environment and Civic Duties“Nature worship is the essence of Indian culture,

environmental protection is our collective responsibility”- Dr. Rajeshwar
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On November 12th,
after receiving numer-
ous complaints against
Lekhpal Kuldeep
Shukla of Majra
Babhan Purva, Gram
Panchayat Unau, in the
Kaushambi
Manjhanpur Tehsil
area, the District
Magistrate visited
Babhan Purva village
to assess the status of
the pond number on
the spot. He then
directed the Tehsildar
Manjhanpur to form a
team and measure the
pond number and take
necessary action. He
also directed the
Tehsildar to investigate
the fisheries lease
allotment and take
action. The Sub-
District Magistrate was
instructed to suspend
Lekhpal Kuldeep
Shukla for negligence
in not reporting
encroachment on the
pond and violation of
the terms of the fish-

eries lease, and to seek
clarification from the
Kanungo. However,
Lekhpal Kuldeep
Shukla remained
unsuspended and has
continued to work
since the November
12th directive. On
Saturday, villagers
again complained
against Lekhpal
Kuldeep Shukla at the
Tehsil Samadhan
Diwas. Previously,
Gulab Pasi had submit-
ted a complaint at the
Tehsil Samadhan
Diwas, accusing the
Lekhpal of sowing
paddy in the pond

number. Action should
be taken by measuring
the pond number, on
which the accountant
was found guilty and
was ordered to be sus-
pended. The powerful
people cultivate the 44
bigha pond land of the
village and sell the
crop and the account-
ant takes his share.
Despite the instruc-
tions of the District
Magistrate, after more
than 3 weeks have
passed, questions have
been raised on the
arrangements after the
accountant has not
been suspended. 

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Ghazipur. Sampoorna
Samadhan Diwas, a day for
the prompt resolution of pub-
lic problems, was held in the
Tehsil auditorium in Saidpur
Tehsil, chaired by Avinash
Kumar and in the presence of
Superintendent of Police Dr.
Iraj Raja. 63 complaints/
requests were received, and
four were resolved on the
spot. 
According to information
from all seven tehsils, a total
of 364 complaints /requests
were received during the
Sampoorna Samadhan Diwas,
of which 38 were resolved on
the spot. Similarly, in Tehsil
Sadar, under the chairmanship
of the Sub-Divisional

Magistrate, 30
complaints/requests were
received, of which six were
resolved on the spot. In Tehsil
Sevrai, under the chairman-
ship of the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate, 21 complaints/
requests were received, of
which two were resolved on
the spot. In Tehsil Kasimabad,
under the chairmanship of the
Sub-Divisional Magistrate, 28
complaints/requests were
received, of which five were
resolved on the spot. In Tehsil

Muhammadabad, under the
chairmanship of the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate, 72
complaints/requests were
received, of which 12 were
resolved on the spot. In Tehsil
Jakhania, under the chairman-
ship of the Magistrate, 95
complaints /requests were
received, of which three were
resolved on the spot. In Tehsil
Zamania, under the chairman-
ship of the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate, 55 complaints/
requests were received, of

which six were resolved on
the spot. On the occasion of
the Sampoorna Samadhan
Diwas, the District Magistrate
listened to the public's com-
plaints seriously, resolved
some of them on the spot, and
forwarded the remaining com-
plaints to the concerned offi-
cials, directing them for time-
ly and quality resolution. He
stated that resolving public
complaints is a priority of the
government, and any negli-
gence or indifference in this
regard is unacceptable.
Present on the occasion were
the Sub-Divisional Magistrate
Saidpur, District Development
Officer, Tehsildar Saidpur,
Circle Officer Saidpur, and all
relevant officials and police
officers.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. The 71st National
Convention of the Akhil
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP) was successfully held
on November 28-30, 2025, at
the General Bipin Rawat
Auditorium in 'Bhagwan Birsa
Munda Nagar', located at the
Parade Ground in Dehradun.
More than 1,500 students, pro-
fessors, academics, full-time
workers, and other distin-
guished guests from across the
country attended the three-day
event. Important decisions
were made after serious dis-
cussions on organizational
development, educational poli-
cies, and socio-cultural issues.
A press conference was organ-
ized at the ABVP Prayagraj

office to provide information
about the convention,
addressed by National Minister
Abhay Pratap Singh.Today, on
06 December 2025, on the
occasion of the death anniver-
sary of Baba Saheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar, ABVP spread the
message of unity and harmony
in the society through Baba
Saheb Sandesh Yatra, seminar
and various programs in

Prayagraj. In the convention,
special place was given to
three Yatras that enriched the
cultural and spiritual dimen-
sion of India. Among these,
Rani Abbakka Kalash Yatra,
which started from her birth-
place in Karnataka and
reached Dehradun after cover-
ing a distance of more than
3000 km. The presence of this
Yatra introduced the youth to

the bravery of Rani Abbakka
and the cultural pride of India.
To commemorate the 150th
birth anniversary of Bhagwan
Birsa Munda, the Bhagwan
Birsa Sandesh Yatra was
organized. It began in Ulihatu,
Jharkhand, and traveled
through numerous locations,
reaching youth with the mes-
sage of land, water, and forest
conservation and awareness of
tribal rights. To commemorate
the 350th martyrdom anniver-
sary of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur
Ji, a sacred water pot brought
from Gurudwara Sheeshganj
Sahib in Delhi was reverently
welcomed and enshrined in the
main auditorium, providing a
historical and spiritual urgency
to the convention. The wel-
coming of these processions

and their presence on campus
were central to the conven-
tion's cultural platform, instill-
ing a sense of national dedica-
tion among the delegates.At
the convention, Abhay Pratap
Singh, provincial minister of
Kashi Province and research
scholar at Banaras Hindu
University, was appointed
national minister, Alok Tripathi
and Aanchal Singh from
Allahabad University were
appointed national executive
members, Sarvesh from
Banaras Hindu University,
Vanshika Shukla from
Varanasi, and Manmohan
Nishad from Sonbhadra were
appointed national executive
members. A total of five reso-
lutions were passed at ABVP's
71st National Convention .

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Kaushambi
On March 26, 2022, in the
Kaushambi  West Sharira
police station area, a
woman was brutally mur-
dered by slitting her throat
with a sharp-edged weapon
at midnight. FIR No.
54/2022 under Sections
302/34 of the Indian Penal
Code was registered at the
West Sharira police station.
Based on the evidence,
during the investigation,
Section 376D of the Indian
Penal Code was added and
the charge sheet was filed
in court. 

During the trial,
the court found all three
accused guilty of murder
and rape, wherein the three
accused Mustaq Ali alias
Gunga alias Baura son of

Toofan Ali resident of
Maulani ka Purwa,
Turtipur police station
Karari and Deepak son of
Nandlal resident of
Vibhaval police station
Mau district Chitrakoot
and Bhola alias Devendra
son of Satan resident of
Amina police station
Paschim Sharira were sen-
tenced to life imprisonment

and a fine of Rs. 40,000-
40,000/- by the court
ASJ/FTC-II district
Kaushambi on 06.12.2025
and accused Mustaq Ali
was punished with an addi-
tional fine of Rs. 10,000/-
in FIR No. 60/22 Section
307 IPC and FIR No.
61/22 Section 3/25 Arms
Act and FIR No. 62/22
Section 4/25 Arms Act.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Ghazipur. Under the
guidance of Sub-District
Magistrate (SDM) Dr.
Harshita Tiwari, a joint
team of administration
and police conducted a
comprehensive patrolling
campaign on Saturday,
December 6, to maintain
peace and law and order
in the city under the juris-
diction of the Kotwali
Muhammadabad police
station. The team visited
major markets, crowded
areas, and various neigh-
borhoods to conduct a
detailed review of the

security situation. A large
police force, including
Circle Officer (CO)
Sudhakar Pandey, was
present during the joint
operation. Along the way,
officials interacted with
local residents, urging
them to adhere to the
rules and maintain peace
and harmony.
They also assured them

that any activity that
could disrupt law and
order would be strictly
prevented. SDM Dr.
Harshita Tiwari stated
that special vigilance is
being maintained at sensi-
tive areas in the city, and

security is being strength-
ened at all levels. He stat-
ed that indiscipline or dis-
order will not be tolerated
under any circumstances.
CO Sudhakar Pandey
stated that the police are
constantly monitoring the
situation through regular
patrols and special opera-
tions. He clarified that the
safety of citizens is para-
mount, and the police are
always vigilant. This
patrol campaign further
strengthened residents'
confidence in security
and spread a message of
peace throughout the
area. 

Security vigilance increased in the
city: Joint administration and police
team conducts extensive patrolling

Police arrested two accused in a
robbery case and sent them to jail

Sampoorna Samadhan Diwas concluded in Saidpur;

364 complaints received, 38 resolved on the spot

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj. Family
members created a
huge uproar over the
death of a 5-year-old
boy. The father said,
"The doctors killed my
son. They have also
made his body disap-
pear." Angry family
members blocked MG
Road on Saturday
morning, lying down
on the road and vowing
not to leave until they

receive justice. During
this time, more than
2,000 vehicles were
stuck in the traffic jam.
Upon receiving the
information, police and
hospital administration
arrived at the scene
and attempted to pacify
the crowd. 

The family is
demanding that the
child's body be
returned to them imme-
diately and action be
taken against the hos-
pital staff.Guddu, a

resident of Amilia vil-
lage, said, "On
November 30th, my 5-
year-old son, Vansh,
was playing. 

While hitting a
stick against a wire, he
got hit by it. We admit-
ted him to SRN
Hospital."When we
went to call doctors at
6 a.m. on Saturday,
they said, "Let's go."
When they arrived,
they began pounding
on his chest. They said,
"Your son is dead."

They immediately
called the police and
threw us out. "My
child died due to the
negligence of the doc-
tors."DCP City
Prayagraj Manish
Kumar Shandilya said,
"The blockade has
been cleared. The fam-
ily is being counseled.
If they refuse to under-
go a post-mortem,
appropriate legal action
will be taken after
obtaining their con-
sent." 

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Kaushambi 
Police launched a campaign
against illicit liquor, destroying
one quintal of raw
material.Under the direction of
Kaushambi SP Rajesh Kumar, in
the ongoing campaign against

the manufacture and smuggling
of illicit liquor in the district,
police from Karari, Sarai Akil,
and Kadadham police stations
conducted a campaign and
arrested three individuals
involved in the illegal liquor
manufacturing. Police recovered
50 liters of illicit liquor from the
arrested individuals and

destroyed one quintal of raw
material. Karari police station
arrested Raju, son of Shrinath,
resident of Newari, currently
residing at Barai Bandhwa,
Karari police station, with 15
liters of illicit liquor. Sarai Akil
police station arrested Indraraj,
son of Sambar, resident of
Purkhas, Sarai Akil police sta-

tion, with 20 liters of illicit
liquor. Kadadham police station
arrested Vishram, son of the late
Ramnihore, resident of
Rasidmai, Kadadham police sta-
tion, with 15 liters of illicit
liquor. Police have filed a com-
plaint with all the accused. He
was produced in the court from
where he was sent to jail. 

Three arrested with 50 liters of illicit liquor

Five major resolutions were passed concern-
ing education, Bangladeshi infiltration, natu-

ral disasters, divisive forces, and social change

Three accused sentenced to rigor-
ous life imprisonment for raping

and murdering a woman

5-Year-Old Boy Dies,  Family Blocks

MG Road, 2,000 Vehicles Stuck
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Samay Sharma
What will, for example, be
India's stand should Iran want
a revival of its nuclear plan?
India's past tussles with the
West over its own nuclear
programme may trigger
another round of strategic
unpleasantness over New
Delhi's stance. India has a
long-standing policy of strate-
gic autonomy, and the com-
plexity of its relations with the
West is par for the course. The
question is only of degree. The
scope of India's support to its
alliance partners in any over-
tures, real or perceived,
against the West needs to be
clearly defined, if not
announced. While BRICS has
achieved precious little in tan-

gible terms in the past 15
years, the symbolism of
grouping may have conse-
quences for India as ongoing
conflicts stretch into the
future and new challenges
around them emerge. On the
other hand, the internal
dynamics of the expanded
BRICS are going to pose
another challenge. BRICS, only
a little more than an ad hoc
grouping with diverse chal-
lenges and interests, has miles
to go to emerge as a counter-
force to alliances like the G7
or the Five Eyes, where mem-
bers have been able to thrash
out at least a common mini-
mum programme.  All eyes
have been on Iran for more
than a year. Naturally, the first

BRICS summit with Tehran's
membership is bound to
breed speculation about what
the prospective new world
order would look like. At
home, there needs to be an
examination of India's bilater-
al ties with a country that is
seen firmly anti-West in its
outlook.  Iran and India are
sailing in the same boat, at
least momentarily: of the
West's castigation. The temp-
tation may be high on both
sides to form a joint front
against Western hegemony in
the security space. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
held bilateral talks with the
new Iranian President,
Masoud Pezeshkian, with a
focus on strategic cooperation

in and beyond the Middle
East. It can be endlessly
debated without itching any-
where close to a resolution
whether multilateral global
groupings make any differ-
ence to realpolitik either
domestically or international-
ly. The signalling, however,
remains crucial. To begin with,
the West is already perceiving
the summit as Russia's show
of strength. Headlines like
'Putin Gathers Allies' and
'Putin Hosts Global South
Leaders at BRICS Summit
Meant to Counterbalance
Western Clout' in Western
media outlets expose appre-
hension.  A complex interplay
of sectarian interests and
regional dynamics.

On his first visit to Europe post-pandemic, Xi
Jinping met French President Emmanuel
Macron. Xi lauded China’s ties with France as a
“model for the international community amid
threats of a trade war over Chinese electric cars
and French cognac". Xi Jinping’s tour through
Europe, analysts point out, highlighted China’s
audacious strategy to exploit the fissures within
Europe amid great power contestation. Among
many other developments, the armed forces of
China and France announced the setting up of a
new inter-theatre cooperation and dialogue
mechanism. This collaboration between the
two militaries’ naval and air forces is aimed at
further deepening mutual trust and coopera-
tion and jointly safeguarding regional security
and stability.
Such a move towards forging closer Sino-French
military ties, especially amid Beijing’s assertive
manoeuvres in the Indo-Pacific and the South
China Sea, begs the question: Can Europe, and
particularly France, remain a reliable ally, or will
it become more accommodating of China’s con-
troversial actions in its neighbourhood?
Countries like India are watching closely, con-
cerned about France and Europe in the future
and potentially succumbing to China’s diplomat-
ic and economic enticements. China claims to
be “not at the origin of the Russian-Ukraine cri-
sis, nor a party to it, nor a participant", and thus
legitimises its silence. Can we anticipate a simi-
lar approach by Europe on issues concerning
Taiwan and the Philippines? In the past few
years, France’s relationship with China has been
marked by a mixture of scepticism and strategic
engagement, reflecting broader geopolitical
objectives and national interests. In the recent
past, France has been quite critical of China,
viewing it as a ‘strategic threat’. The 2021
update to France’s 2017 Defence and National
Security Strategic Review painted China as a
‘systemic rival’, ’economic competitor’, and
‘sometimes an important diplomatic partner’.
Even as Paris sought engagement with Beijing in
2019, substantial tensions clearly existed.
During Xi Jinping’s previous European tour,
President Macron rallied a united European
front to challenge Beijing on critical European
issues like unfair trade practices, restricted mar-
ket access for European companies, opaque
financing under the BRI, and human rights abus-
es in Tibet and Xinjiang.
Recent events and official statements have fur-
ther underscored this stance. A parliamentary
report on foreign interference in France,
requested by Marine Le Pen’s far-right party,
highlighted China’s “aggressive and increasingly
malicious methods”. Labelling China as the “sec-
ond most serious threat to France after Russia”,
the report echoed sentiments from Bernard
Emié, Director of French External Intelligence
(DGSE), who described China as an ‘aggressive
power’ with ‘unbridled diplomacy’.
Furthermore, the issue of France selling arms to
Taiwan resurfaced during the pandemic when
Taiwan announced plans to buy defence equip-
ment from France to upgrade missile systems
on French warships purchased in 1991 and
1992. Beijing expressed ‘serious concern’ and
urged Paris to avoid actions that could strain
Sino-French ties. Following Chinese air intru-
sions into Taiwan’s air defence zone, a French
delegation led by former defence minister
Alain Richard visited Taipei to meet
with President Tsai Ing-wen. 
This visit was seen as a powerful
symbol of France’s commit-
ment to opposing China’s uni-
lateral aggression. and sup-
porting peace, security, and
stability in the Indo-Pacific.

Mahesh Singh
Roam around Riyadh, the
capital, and you see it
buzzing with young and aspi-
rational Saudis making the
most of the newfound free-
doms and opportunities.
According to the 2022 cen-
sus, 63% of Saudis are under
the age of 30. And the
regime's policy changes are
guided with this key statistic
in mind. The biggest benefi-
ciaries of the new openness
are the Saudi women, who
never had it so good. The
Kingdom's inclusive Vision
2030 aims to diversify and
strengthen the nation's
economy. According to a
World Bank report, Saudi
Arabia is now ranked at the
top in terms of economic and
social progress for women
out of 190 economies. The
country's women are now
truly in the driver's seat. The
lifting of restrictions on their
movement and choices has
meant that Saudi women are
steering the social, cultural
and economic transforma-
tion of their country. Till a
few years ago, they had to
look to their fathers, hus-
bands and brothers for even
the basics like permission to
travel or work. With Vision
2030, female workforce par-
ticipation has gone up to
nearly 40% now compared to
about 15% a few years ago.
This progress is evident in
the increasing number of
women receiving advanced
degrees, enrolling in STEM
fields, and owning 40% of
small and medium-sized
startups. Right from the
moment you land in Riyadh,
you see women taking up

key jobs. From immigration
counters to shopping malls
to government offices, Saudi
women are everywhere. I
saw women making presen-
tations at key government
events, doing camera work,
running stalls at local mar-
kets.
The presence of women in

the workforce has also
meant increased intermin-
gling of genders and rewrit-
ing of many social norms and
gender behaviours.  A big
focus of Vision 2030 is also
the cultural and social inte-
gration of all those living and
working in Saudi Arabia. The
Media Ministry's Global
Harmony project is aimed at
enhancing understanding
and collaborations between
diverse groups that call Saudi
home. According to the
Saudi Deputy Minister of
Media, Dr Khaled Bin
Abdulqader al Ghamdi, the
Global Harmony project aims

to make expats feel more at
home. But more than that, it
aspires to make local Saudis
understand better the vari-
ous communities that live
among them. So, during the
Riyadh Season, which starts
in September and continues
till February-March, you see
a host of public cultural and
social events to bring com-
munities together.  It's a true
celebration and appreciation
of diversity. Even among the
expats, special attention is
on Indians, who are the
largest expat group in Saudi
Arabia. At present, 2.6 mil-
lion Indians live in the
Kingdom, working in the
domestic sector as well as
private jobs, and running
both start-ups as well as big
companies. Recognising the
role of India, Dr Khaled calls
the community “an integral
part of the Saudi story”. This
year, the Media Ministry
dedicated the Suwaidi Park

festival exclusively to India.
The 10-day festival saw a cel-
ebration of Indian culture,
food, music and art. People
from all communities
streamed into the vast
Suwaidi Park to savour a slice
of India. The Global Harmony
project attempts to present
Saudi as an inclusive and har-
monious society where peo-
ple from all backgrounds live
and celebrate their own cul-
tures, traditions and festi-
vals. And, it's not some civil
society gig. It's a government
policy initiative with clear
objectives and plans. 

That makes it an
attempt worth emulating for
many countries that are fac-
ing social fissures due to
their diversity. As Saudi
strides into modernity, it is
also conscious of its history
and heritage. It's encourag-
ing studies and excavations
at heritage sites, such as at al
Ula, and is promoting its pre-

Islamic history too. Nouf
Marwaai, a yoga instructor .
and also a consultant with
the Saudi government, gave
us a presentation on the his-
torical and social similarities
between India and Saudi
Arabia. In her talk, she went
back to 6000 BCE to trace the
Almagar Civilisation. Clearly,
the new Saudi Arabia proj-
ects itself as an old civilisa-
tion, and not just as a society
defined by the advent of
Islam 1,400 years ago. That is
now portrayed as only an
important event, not the
sole marker of the civilisa-
tional identity. The Kingdom
is also promoting its histori-
cal sites. The Diriyah town,
just outside Riyadh, is one
such heritage site that has a
UNESCO tag. It was the home
of the Saudi royal family and
also served as the capital of
the Emirate of Diriyah under
the first Saudi dynasty from
1744 to 1818. Today, Diriyah
is one of the foremost cultur-
al hubs and the centre of
many sports and adventure
activities in the Kingdom.
Even so, its historical charac-
ter has been maintained all
along.

On the one hand, you have
mega infrastructural proj-
ects, new businesses and
modern wave sweeping
Saudi, and on the other,
there is a renewed focus on
its over 1,400-year-old histo-
ry. 
Coming back to the India
connect: wherever there are
Indians, there is music.
Indian film music has been a
great brand ambassador and
unifier across the world.
Saudi Arabia is no different. 

Rashi Singh
In China, the fear of
chaos that can come
from within and from
without is a central
rationale that legitimises
Xi Jinping's power grab.
Image: REUTERS
Thomas Hobbes’ seminal
work, Leviathan, pub-
lished in 1651, posits the
necessity of a powerful,
centralised authority to
prevent societal chaos
and ensure peace and
security. Hobbes had a
way with words; he
famously said that with-
out an all-powerful state,
whom he calls the
Leviathan, life would be
nasty, brutish, and short.
Those powerful words
have a global resonance
today, giving the state
across the world a free
run.We saw it in
Washington when more
than $3 trillion was print-
ed in monetary easing. In
Paris, monetary welfare
spending is out of hand,
and the Leviathan dares
not withdraw the free
fund, for that itself caus-
es riots and chaos. In
China, state capitalism is
running wild, and in
India, the state subsidies
everything from fertiliser
and maternity care to
free food to the tune of
$10 billion a year.
Everywhere, a man who
wrote 350 years ago
rules. In our turbulent
world, Hobbes’s premise
of avoiding chaos is so
powerful that both
autocracies and democ-
racies are utilising it to
empower the state fur-
ther. It is not as if he has
not been proved right. In
fact, rarely in contempo-
rary history has Hobbes
gone wrong. In Iraq,
Libya, and Egypt, when
the Leviathan was top-
pled, it created chaos
beyond imagination,

only to be replaced by
the iron fist of the state.
In China, the fear of
chaos that can come
from within and from
without is a central
rationale that legitimises
Xi Jinping’s power grab.
Indeed, it’s replacing the
promise of prosperity as
the basis of the commu-
nist party’s hold over
China. The fact that the
Federal Reserve’s policy
of quantitative easing fol-
lowing the 2008 financial
crisis and the purchase of
government securities to
increase the money sup-
ply were unquestioned
exemplifies Hobbes’ idea
of the sovereign exercis-
ing control to prevent
economic disorder and
maintain stability. That,
in the bastion of capital-
ism, it did not raise con-
cerns about the erosion
of financial autonomy
and the distortion of free
markets underlines the
astonishing relevance of
Hobbes. France’s robust
welfare state epitomises
Hobbes’ notion of the
sovereign’s responsibility
to ensure the well-being
of its citizens. The French
government maintains
an extensive social safety
net, including compre-
hensive healthcare,
unemployment benefits,
and retirement pensions.
During the COVID-19
pandemic, France’s wel-
fare spending surged as
the government imple-
mented measures to pro-
tect jobs and support
incomes. However, this
extensive welfare system
can be critiqued for fos-
tering dependency and
reducing individual
responsibility. The wel-
fare-to-GDP ratio in 2023
was an astonishing 36
per cent. This is clearly
unsustainable, but every
time France has tried to

pull back the Leviathan
or cut back welfare,
there have been dramat-
ic riots. Once you create
the Leviathan, clearly,
there is no way back. In
2020, the French govern-
ment introduced the
‘Solidarity Fund’, provid-
ing financial aid to busi-
nesses affected by the
pandemic, and expanded
unemployment benefits
to cover those fur-
loughed under the ‘par-
tial activity’ scheme.
These interventions,
amounting to over €100
billion in expansive wel-
fare spending, can lead
to high taxation, which
burdens individuals and
businesses, and totally
stifles entrepreneurial
spirit and innovation.
Additionally, the exten-
sive welfare system cre-
ates a culture of depend-
ency, reducing the incen-
tive for personal initiative
and self-reliance. France
and its Leviathan are in a
doom loop. China’s
model of state capitalism
illustrates Hobbes’ con-
cept of the sovereign’s
expansive control over
economic life. The
Chinese government
exercises significant influ-
ence over the economy
through state-owned
enterprises (SOEs), which
dominate key industries
such as energy, telecom-
munications, and
finance. While this con-
trol allows the state to
direct economic develop-
ment and maintain social
order, it also restricts eco-
nomic freedom and indi-
vidual rights. 
The role of SOEs in
China’s economic strate-
gy is particularly evident
in the “Made in China
2025” initiative, aimed at
transforming China into a
global leader in high-tech
industries. 

Suman 
The original “Great
Game” was fought in
the mid-1800s between
the Russian Empire and
the combined might of
the British, French and
Ottoman Empires over
control of Central Asia.
The British feared an
attack by the Imperial
Russian Army through
Afghanistan on their
Indian colony. The
Ottomans, though in
decline, wanted to
guard against Russian
incursions into their
Balkan possessions. As
a report by Kallie
Szczepanski (
thought.com )
described it: “Britain’s
Lord Ellenborough
started ‘The Great
Game’ on January 12,
1830, with an edict
establishing a new
trade route from India
to Bukhara, using
Turkey, Persia, and
Afghanistan as a buffer

against Russia to pre-
vent it from controlling
any ports on the
Persian Gulf.
Meanwhile, Russia
wanted to establish a
neutral zone in
Afghanistan allowing
for their use of crucial
trade routes.” “The
Great Game officially
ended with the Anglo-
Russian Convention of
1907, which divided
Persia (Iran) into a
R u s s i a n - co nt ro l l ed
northern zone, a nomi-
nally independent cen-
tral zone, and a British-
controlled southern
zone. The Convention
also specified a border-
line between the two
empires running from
the eastern point of
Persia to Afghanistan
and declared
Afghanistan an official
protectorate of Britain.”
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine nearly two cen-
turies later has trig-

gered a new Great
Game but with vastly
different actors,
motives and possible
outcomes. In the mid-
1800s the United States
did not count. It was
convulsed by a Civil
War (1861-65)
between northern
unionist states and
southern confederate
states over slavery.
China had been humili-
ated by Britain during
the Opium Wars (1839-
60). It lay in repose.
India was a British
colony, robbed of its
wealth and morale.
Today Russia lies weak-
ened, its Soviet-era
satellite states
absorbed into NATO.
They form a Western
knife aimed at
Moscow’s jugular.
Ukraine remains a non-
NATO buffer state. If it
joins NATO in future,
Russia would be com-
pletely encircled.

India was a British colony, robbed

of its wealth and morale

Europe amid great 

power contestation

India's stand should Iran want a revival of its nuclear plan? 

The regime's policy changes with vision

The emergence of new-era ‘Leviathans’
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