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Ghazipur

In Sidhauna, Minister of State for AYUSH, Dr.
Dayashankar Mishra, honored prominent citizens at
a senior citizen felicitation ceremony. On the sixth
death anniversary of his father, late Ramadhar
Mishra, he distributed blankets to needy people.
While honoring the prominent citizens on this
occasion, Minister of State for Food Security and
AYUSH, Dr.
Dayashankar
Mishra, said that
the respect for
senior citizens
in society has
always been
maintained.
Senior citizens
have always
guided the new
generation with their experienced knowledge.
Sadhvi Lakshmimani Shastri said that when we
feed the hungry or help the distressed, we are actu-
ally serving God. Just as satsang (spiritual gather-
ing) purifies the mind by removing evil thoughts
and sins and makes consciousness positive. On this
occasion, homeopathy and Ayurveda doctors organ-
ized a free medical camp where medicines were
distributed to two hundred people. Minister of State
for Transport, Dayashankar Singh, accepted the
Public demand to build a (Roadways) bus stop in
Sidhauna market and to run buses from Varanasi to
Maudha. Dayashankar Singh said that in the BJP
government, education, culture and civilization are
all safe. Complete attention is being paid to every
section of society. The saint community is enjoying
their spiritual environment. Employment is being
provided to the youth and ample facilities are being
to ensure that Transport Corporation buses run to
every village in the state. Every possible effort is
being made to provide cheap and convenient trans-
portation to the general public. Bus facilities are
being provided to important religious and histori-
cally Significant Sites
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Prayagraj: Lawyers' anger erupted
on Friday over the assault on
lawyers in the Civil Lines area and
the FIRs registered against them at
Maheshganj police station in
Pratapgarh. A large number of
lawyers staged a sit-in protest in
front of the Inspector General of
Police (IG) office and blocked the
road. This disrupted traffic, leading
to long queues of vehicles.The
protesting lawyers demanded the
immediate arrest of the tire busi-
nessman who allegedly assaulted
the lawyers in Civil Lines and the
withdrawal of the case registered at
Maheshganj police station. The
lawyers also raised slogans against
the police administration, accusing

the IG of misbehavior.According to
the police, Sub-Inspector Shiva
Prajapati, posted at Maheshganj
police station, was on patrol on the
night of February 2. Around 11:15
pm, he received information about a
fight between a wedding procession
going to a wedding ceremony near
a guesthouse in Hiraganj market
and truck driver Sanjeev Maurya, a

resident of Annawa in the
Maheshganj police station area.
Some people present at the spot
identified themselves as lawyers.
When the dispute escalated, police
personnel stationed at the intersec-
tion were called.Based on the com-
plaint filed by the Sub-Inspector, an
FIR was registered against Umapati
Tripathi, a resident of Rajrooppur in

the Dhoomanganj police station
area, Himanshu Agrahari, Virendra
Singh, Raja Shukla, Anshuman,
Avneesh Shukla, all residents of
Jhalwa, and Osama, a resident of
Kalindipur. Several lawyers reached
the police station in support of those
detained during the night, where an
argument ensued between Station
House Officer Radheshyam and the
lawyers.According to police offi-
cials, on the instructions of CO
Sadar Karishma Gupta, a case has
been registered against the con-
cerned individuals for arguing with
the Sub-Inspector and assaulting the
truck driver. However, the lawyers
allege that the action taken in the
case was one-sided. Considering the
situation, additional police force
was deployed at the spot.

Prayagraj: The
Allahabad High Court,
considering the seniority
dispute of 172 constables
of the Uttar Pradesh
Police Recruitment 2015
batch as serious, has
directed the Additional
Director General of
Police (Personnel),
Lucknow, to take a deci-
sion within two months.
This order was passed by
Justice Vikas Budhwar on
a petition filed by 72
petitioners, including
Vivek Kumar
Tripathi.The petitioners
stated that the department
deducted 26 days from
their service period while
determining their seniori-
ty, contrary to the rules,

making them junior to
other constables of their
own batch. The consta-
bles had reported to the
police line for JTC train-
ing on December 2,
2015, but their joining
date was shown as
December 28, 2015, in
the departmental
records.The petitioners
informed the court that
they had also deposited
Rs. 3,000 as advance
mess fees at the time of
reporting, and receipts for
the same are available.
The court observed that
when the constables were
present at the police line
and mess fees were being
deducted, showing a
delayed joining date in

the records is incorrect
and inconsistent.It also
came to light in the case
that the Superintendent of
Police (South) of
Gorakhpur had accepted
the departmental error
after an inquiry in April
2023. Despite this, no
correction has been made
in the records at the
police headquarters level
so far.Considering the
entire matter, the High
Court directed the
Additional Director
General of Police
(Personnel) to consider
all the facts and take a
final decision regarding
the seniority of the con-
stables within two
months.

Allegations of insult to the
Brahmin community in

‘Ghuskhor Pandit’ and ‘Mr &
Mrs Parshuram’
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Prayagraj. Workers of the
National Parshuram Sena
(Brahma Vahini) staged a protest
at Subhash Chowk in Civil Lines
against the alleged derogatory por-
trayal of the Brahmin community
in web series and films. During
the protest, effigies of the directors
and actors associated with the web
series ‘Ghuskhor Pandit’ and the
film ‘Mr & Mrs Parshuram’ were
burned.The protesters said that
some films and web series are
deliberately attempting to tarnish
the image of a respected commu-
nity, which will not be tolerated
under any circumstances. The
organization strongly protested
against such content, calling it
divisive.Addressing the gathering,
Brahma Vahini's National
President Pandit Vimal Tiwari
said that some people are compro-
mising their values ??and princi-
ples for financial gain and are
engaged in defaming the entire
community. He said that such
people are not representatives of
the community and should intro-
spect on their actions.Pandit
Tiwari said that while the
Brahmin community is tolerant, it
also knows how to fight against

injustice and insult.    He warned
that if the trend of creating false
and derogatory narratives against
the community does not stop, a
nationwide organized and demo-
cratic movement will be launched
against it.He also said that spread-
ing hatred against any particular
community and harming social
harmony is unacceptable. The tol-
erance of the community should
not be mistaken for
weakness.Several male and

female office-bearers of the organ-
ization were present at the protest.
These included Swarika
Bhardwaj, Sunita Mishra, Sarla
Mishra, Poonam  Anita Mishra,
Saumya Ojha, Annapurna Mishra,
Manish Pandey, Dheeraj Mishra,
Som Dev Mishra, Shailendra
Mishra, State Secretary Sanjeev
Kumar Mishra, 
District President Brijendra
Tripathi, Vishakha Mishra and
Kameshwar Mishra.

Brahma Vahini takes to the

streets against web series, burns

effigies at Subhash Chowk

Mathura

Chairman Suresh Singh,
Managing Director Gaurav
Singh, Manager Prahlad
Singh, Principal Devashish
Sen were Present on the
Occasion.Chairman Suresh
Singh said that today era is
the era of science. Science
exhibition Plays an impor-
tant role in developing sci-
entific thinking, interest,
awareness and innovations.
He encouraged the stu-
dents and asked other stu-
dents to participate in such
exhibitions.School
Principal Devashish Sen,
appreciated the various
attractive and important

models made by the stu-
dents and encouraged
them. More than 200 stu-
dents participated in the
exhibition and were hon-
ored by distributing Prizes
today.Awards were distrib-
uted to 250 students of the
school today.Chairman
Suresh Singh, Managing
Director Gaurav Singh,
Manager Prahlad Singh,
Principal Devashish Sen,
Birpal Pradhan, G.S.
Satanand Sharma, Deputy
Principal Rambabu Dr.
Ashok, Head Master
Surendra Singh,
Coordinator Bipin Singh,
Ramveer Singh, Deepak,
Amit Kumar.

Prayagraj: The

Allahabad High

Court dismissed an

appeal filed against

the trial court's

acquittal of the

accused in a murder

case. The court also

expressed displeas-

ure over the police

investigation and

ordered an inquiry

against the negli-

gent police officers.

It directed that strict

action be taken

against those found

guilty, even if they

have retired.

This order was

passed by a division

bench of Justice

Rajiv Mishra and

Justice Dr. Ajay

Kumar (II) on an

appeal filed by

Indrawati Devi.

Sarju Prasad Patel

was murdered on

November 22, 2015,

in the Utraon police

station area. 

The police had

arrested Pankaj

Mishra and others

and claimed to have

recovered weapons.

However, the trial

court acquitted all

of them on

September 10,

2025, due to lack of

evidence and wit-

nesses turning hos-

tile.

The deceased's

family members

filed an appeal

against this decision

in the High Court.

During the hearing,

the court found that

the weapon and car-

tridges used in the

murder were not

sent for forensic

examination. No

concrete steps were

taken to confirm the

identity of the

accused. The inves-

tigating officer and

the inspector shifted

the responsibility

onto each other. The

court directed the

judicial officers of

the state to inform

the concerned

police chief if they

find any flaws in

the investigation

report. It also

directed that a copy

of the order be sent

to all police super-

intendents and judi-

cial officers to pre-

vent such 

negligence in the

future.
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Prayagraj. The second day of
the five-day Grand Kisan Mela,
organized by the Agriculture
Department, was held on Friday
at the Ganga Pandal in Sector-3
of the Magh Mela area. The
program was presided over by
Uttar Pradesh Agriculture
Minister Surya Pratap Shahi,
while Water Resources Minister
Swatantra Dev Singh was pres-
ent as the chief guest. The pro-
gram commenced with the
lighting of the lamp.More than

40 stalls were set up at the fair
by the Agriculture Department,
Dairy Department, Horticulture
Department, and various farmer
producer organizations, show-
casing fertilizers, seeds, agri-
cultural chemicals, solar
pumps, drones, and agricultural
machinery. The ministers
inspected the stalls and
instructed the officials to con-
nect farmers with advanced
technologies. Approximately
1500 farmers participated in the
program.Agriculture Minister
Surya Pratap Shahi listened to

the farmers' problems through a
question-and-answer session
and directed that they be
resolved promptly. He informed
them that the government has
waived electricity bills for pri-
vate tube wells and is providing
subsidies on agricultural inputs
through POS machines.
Information was given about
the Soil Health Card scheme,
Farmer Registry, the mandatory
farmer identity card, and the
PM Kisan Yojana. The minister
reiterated the goal of
Atmanirbhar Bharat (Self-

Reliant India) 2047 and encour-
aged farmers to adopt seed pro-
duction and natural farming.At
the end of the program, benefi-
ciary farmers were honored,
and seed mini-kits were distrib-
uted to 10 farmers, agricultural
chemicals to 10 farmers, and
custom hiring certificates to 10
farmers. 
Following this, the Agriculture
Minister held a review meeting
with the district's agriculture
officers and instructed them to
accelerate the progress of the
schemes. 

Agriculture Minister Surya Pratap

Shahi Interacts with Farmers on the

Second Day of the Grand Kisan Mela

Court expresses displeasure over flawed
investigation, orders inquiry and action

against negligent police officers

Science exhibition organ-
ized at Baba Kadhera
Singh Vidya Mandir

Arrangements are being made

to run Transport Corporation

buses to every village in the

state: Minister Dr. Dayashankar

Lawyers Outraged by FIRs, Stage Protest in Front of

IG's OfficeRoad blocked in Civil Lines, demands for

arrest of tire businessman and withdrawal of case

High Court takes strict stance on sen-

iority dispute of 2015 batch constables,

orders decision within two months
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Ghazipur. Sub-Divisional
Magistrate Dr. Harshita Tiwari
conducted a surprise inspection
on Tuesday of Pandey Tola,
Noniapura, Ram Chabutra wards,
and the main Sadar Road Chowk
area under the Mohammadabad
Municipal Council in the district.
During the inspection, she
reviewed the cleanliness,
drainage system, and encroach-
ment situation along the road-
side.While inspecting the main
Sadar Road Chowk, Dr. Tiwari
strictly instructed the shopkeepers
who had set up shops along the
roadside not to throw garbage in
the open. She directed all shop-
keepers to keep dustbins near
their shops and dispose of waste
regularly so that the area remains
clean and the general public can
have a clean environment.The
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
instructed the municipal staff to
ensure regular cleaning of the
drains and prevent waterlogging
anywhere. She clearly stated that
negligence in sanitation would
not be tolerated at any level, and
the responsible employees would
be held accountable.During the
inspection, the municipal staff
was instructed to pay special
attention to the sanitation system
and waste management. Lekhpal
Mrityunjay Rai and other munici-
pal employees were also present

on this occasion.The surprise
inspection by the SDM created a

stir in the municipal administra-
tion, and the employees received

a message to be more active
regarding the cleanliness system.

Local residents also appreciated
this initiative of the administra-

tion and demanded regular
inspections.

Sub-Divisional Magistrate conducts surprise

inspection, issues strict instructions on sanitation
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Prayagraj. A meeting was
held on Friday in the
District Court auditorium
to review the preparations
for the Mega/Large-scale
Legal Aid and Service
Camp to be held on
February 22, 2026, as per
the directions of the
National Legal Services
Authority and the Uttar
Pradesh State Legal
Services Authority. The
meeting was chaired by the
Honorable District Judge
and Chairman, District
Legal Services Authority,
Prayagraj, Shri
Satyaprakash Tripathi.The
meeting was attended by
Chief Development Officer
Harshika Singh, District
Lead Manager, Social
Welfare Officer, District
Development Officer,
District Information
Officer, District Basic
Education Officer, and offi-
cers from various other
departments. During the

meeting, emphasis was
placed on coordination
among various departments
for the successful organiza-
tion of the camp.The
Honorable District Judge
directed the officials to
identify departmental wel-
fare schemes related to
weaker sections, persons
with disabilities, women,
children, unorganized sec-
tor workers, and Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, and to connect them
with the mega camp. He

emphasized making
women's empowerment,
insurance schemes for the
poor, schemes related to
unorganized workers, and
water con-
servation
programs a
part of
legal litera-
cy and
ensuring
their wide-
spread

publicity.Secretary, District
Legal Services Authority,
Prayagraj, Shri Shashi
Kumar, informed that eligi-
ble beneficiaries will be
identified at the tehsil and
gram panchayat levels with
the help of para-legal vol-
unteers, so that they can
benefit from government
schemes. He appealed to all
departments to work
together and connect as
many people as possible
with the schemes.Chief
Development Officer
Harshika Singh gave neces-
sary instructions to all
departments and said that
maximum participation of
eligible people should be

BBAU Students Conduct
Educational Visit to

Rajarshi Tandon Open
University
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Prayagraj. A group of stu-
dents from Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar
University, Lucknow, visited
Uttar Pradesh Rajarshi
Tandon Open University,
Prayagraj, on Friday to learn
about the distance education

system and academic activi-
ties. The visiting group com-
prised approximately 60 stu-
dents and research scholars
from the MSc Food and
Nutrition program under the
School of Home Science at
BBAU.Upon their arrival at
the university campus,
Professor Meera Pal, In-
charge of the Faculty of
Health Sciences, welcomed
the visiting group.
Following this, in a dialogue
program held at the

Lokmanya Tilak Debate
Hall, Vice-Chancellor
Professor Satyakam
addressed the students, stat-
ing that the field of distance
education is very broad and
provides new opportunities
for both study and employ-
ment. He said that students
studying in traditional edu-
cational institutions can fur-
ther develop their skills by
connecting with the employ-
ment-oriented and knowl-
edge-enhancing programs of

the open university.The
Vice-Chancellor described
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment's 'One District One
Product' scheme as encour-
aging and said that young
people should actively par-
ticipate in this scheme. This
will open new dimensions of
research and give local prod-
ucts global recognition.

On this occa-
sion, a documentary based
on Uttar Pradesh was shown,
showcasing internationally

renowned products and the
work plans of skilled entre-
preneurs.
Professor Satyakam said that
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) will
soon be signed between
BBAU and Uttar Pradesh
Rajarshi Tandon Open
University, enabling both
institutions to collaborate in
the fields of education and
research.On this occasion,
the teacher representatives
from BBAU, Dr. Madhuri

Daniel and Dr. Ashish
Kumar Jatav, expressed their
gratitude to the Vice-
Chancellor and thanked him
for the university visit.

During the visit, the stu-
dents observed the academic
activities related to online
recording at the Atal
Auditorium, Yoga
Mandapam, Central Library,
Zoology Laboratory, and the
Center for Online Education
located on the Saraswati
campus.

Distance Education Has a Wide Scope, Opens

New Employment Opportunities: Prof. Satyakam
Mathura

The police team of
Baldev Police
Station arrested a
wanted accused on
22.01.2026 based on
information received
from a confidential
informant. In Case
Crime No. 001/2026,
registered under
Sections 191(2),
191(3), 190, 109(1),
115(2), 352, 351(3),
125 of the BNS and
Sections 5/25/27 of
the Arms Act,

Wanted Accused
Arrested by Baldev

Police Station
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Prayagraj. Home Science
is often taken lightly, but
if studied with interest and
understanding, this subject
can prove helpful in secur-
ing good marks. Experts
say that this subject is
practical in nature, making
it relatively easy to score
marks by answering multi-
ple-choice and very short
answer questions correctly
and carefully. With the
right preparation, students
can easily achieve a good
division.Home Science is
a science connected to the
entire lifestyle. It includes
the study of almost every
aspect of human life.
Important chapters such as
culinary arts, nutrition,
home economics, con-
sumer science, child
development, child rear-
ing, human development,
interior design, textiles
and clothing, and home
construction are taught
under this subject.Keep
these things in mind dur-
ing the exam:Reach the
examination center at least
30 minutes in
advance.Read the question

paper carefully upon
receiving it.Avoid haste
and write the answers
after understanding the
question.If the question is
not clear the first time,
read it again.Write the
answers to the questions
in sequence as far as pos-
sible.Take care of your
health during the
exam.Consume plenty of
fluids and avoid heavy
meals.

Useful tips for get-
ting better marks:Students
should practice writing
answers within the time
limit regularly. Adhering
to the word limit as
instructed is also impor-
tant. Clean and neat hand-
writing helps in creating a
good impression and

increasing marks. Instead
of rote learning, under-
stand the subject, stay
away from stress, and
maintain a positive atti-
tude. Pay special attention
to headings while writing
answers. Get enough sleep
and revise important les-
sons repeatedly before the
exam.Also try this:Answer
multiple-choice and very
short answer questions
with special care. Make
concise and point-wise
notes of important chap-
ters, which will make it
easier to understand and
revise the subject. Be sure
to review the prepared
notes a day or two before
the exam. Be quick in
writing answers in the
examination hall, but do
not leave any room for
mistakes. After answering
all the questions, be sure
to review your answer
sheet. 

With proper
planning, discipline, and a
positive attitude, Home
Science can not only
become an easy subject
but also prove to be the
key to scoring good
marks.

A Right Strategy Can Build a

Strong Foundation for Good

Marks: Dr. Akanksha Keshari

This is to inform the general public that my daughter's correct name

is Manvi, daughter of Surjeet, as recorded in her educational records.

Due to an error, her name is incorrectly listed as Anshuman Prajapati

on her Aadhaar card (number 3592 77 054 469). This is incorrect. In

the future, my daughter should be known and identified by her cor-

rect name, Manvi, daughter of Surjeet.

Surjeet, son of Rajaram, resident of Garhi Bazar, Post Andhawa,

Paschim Sharira, Kaushambi, Uttar Pradesh 212214

Information

Mega Legal Aid Camp to be held on February 22;

Meeting held to review preparations

she reviewed the cleanliness, drainage system, and encroachment situation along the roadside

Success comes from practicing previous years' ques-
tion papers and studying point by point
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Fans of true crime stories on
OTT platforms in India may
recall the tragic case of a little
boy who was murdered in 2017
along with his uncle in the hin-
terland of Gujarat. The intrepid
cops traced the crime to a non-
resident Indian woman and her
Gujarati immigrant toy boy. The
closing scene of the episode had
the patriotic inspector telling
the smirking woman over an
international call that he would
get the two of them back to
India to face justice. Sadly, he
was wrong. That is because a
British senior district judge
refused the extradition of the
diabolical duo—Arti Dhir and

Kaval Raijada, now married—
because they would face long
prison terms in India which
would breach Article 3 of the
European Convention on
Human Rights which protects
against “inhumane sentences”!
That judge, Emma Arbuthnot,
would also be familiar to those
who follow the cases of two
other fugitives wanted by India,
Vijay Mallya and Nirav Modi. 

Arbuthnot concluded in 2019
that as “there is no possibility of
a review either at state level or
by the President of India, in
those circumstances, there will
be no ‘hope’ or the possibility of
exceptional release.” So, she dis-

charged the two and scotched
India’s extradition request as
there was “substantial grounds
for believing that they would
face a real risk of being subject
to treatment, a lack of a review
of a life sentence, which would
be inhuman and degrading”. 

Crime is mostly pretty inhu-
man and quite degrading too.
But if it pertains to a non-third
world country then the same
perpetrators face a very differ-
ent outcome, it seems. Having
avoided extradition (and even
prosecution in UK) for the mur-
der of the two Indians, now
Dhir, 59, and Raijada, 35, have
been sentenced to 33 years in

jail for smuggling 514 kg of
cocaine, valued at £57 million,
to Australia through their air
freight business, as well as for
money laundering. That is cold
comfort for the rural Gujarati
woman who lost her husband
and 11-year-old brother to the
avarice of Dhir and Raijada.
Clearly, the justice system of the
UK considers a 33-year custodial
sentence for smuggling cocaine
from one First World country to
another to be neither inhumane
nor degrading but a potential
similar sentence ordered by
Indian courts for the master-
minds of a double homicide to
be both. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s reference to
former Congress president Sitaram Kesri during
the Motion of Thanks to the President’s Address
in the Rajya Sabha has rekindled a lot of memo-
ries particularly in the context of how Kesri was
unceremoniously removed as head of the grand
old party. “Sitaram Kesri who belonged to a
backward caste and was the Congress president,
was thrown onto the footpath. The country saw
what the Congress did to Sitaram Kesri,” Modi
had said.
Here is an account of what had happened to
Kesri.
On 14 March, 1998, the Congress’ 24 Akbar
Road headquarters was a mute witness to a
coup that saw the rather unsavoury exit of an
“elected” Congress president and the appoint-
ment of Sonia Gandhi as party chief. Kesri, then
in his 79th year, had arrived at the CWC meeting
convinced that a party president could not be
forced out. He did not know that before the 11
am meeting, most CWC members had gathered
at Pranab Mukherjee’s house to endorse two
crucial statements. The first was an ultimatum
asking Kesri to step down; the second, a resolu-
tion replacing him with Sonia. The moment Kesri
stepped into the hall, he knew something was
amiss. Loyalist Tariq Anwar was the only one
who stood up to greet him. After Kesri sat down,
Mukherjee began reading out a resolution
“thanking” him for his services A horrified Kesri
shouted, “Arre yeh kya keh rahe ho (What are
you saying)”, but there was a smirk on the faces
of his colleagues. Kesri raved against the “uncon-
stitutional” meeting and stormed out, followed
by loyalist Anwar. As he was getting into his car,
he was heckled and some Youth Congress work-
ers even tried to pull down his dhoti. By the time
Kesri exited 24 Akbar Road, the nameplate out-
side what used to be his room had already been
replaced with a computer printout that read:
“Congress President Sonia Gandhi.” When Kesri
reached his Purana Qila residence, he was in no
mood for his favourite Pomeranian Ruchi’s joy-
ous welcome. Eyewitnesses, however, recalled
that the moment he kicked her, Kesri was over-
come with remorse. The finest of biscuits — pre-
sented to Kesri during his tenure — were offered
to the puzzled Ruchi. Arriving journalists found
the Congress veteran calmer. He bad-mouthed
Mukherjee, Jitendra Prasada and Arjun Singh
but the ingrained reverence for the “Family”
prevented him from attacking Sonia. Kesri later
told this writer he was hoping for “correction”
from Sonia after his ouster. When the new party
chief arrived a few hours later to comfort him,
Kesri rushed to greet her. Neither mentioned the
“coup”. Sonia sought Kesri’s blessings and guid-
ance and the old man puffed up with pleasure.
By 7 pm, he was singing paeans to the Nehru-
Gandhis while promising to get even with
Mukherjee, Prasada and Arjun Singh.
The Congress had become disillusioned with
“Chacha” Kesri after the 1998 general election,
when it won only 142 seats. The party had asked
“nephews” Ahmad Patel and Ghulam Nabi Azad
to persuade the old man to quit but Kesri had
refused. Then Manmohan Singh, Mukherjee and
AK Antony had called on Kesri and got him to
meet Sonia. On 9 March, five days before his
ouster, Kesri announced he would resign to
make way for Sonia but soon changed tack. He
said he wanted a meeting of the 1,300-member
AICC, which would need over a month to
arrange, before quitting. On 13 March, Prasada
hosted a lunch where 13 of the 17 CWC mem-
bers signed Kesri’s political death war-
rant. Patel, Prasada, Mukherjee,
RK Dhawan, Arjun, Azad, Sharad
Pawar, Vijaya Bhaskara Reddy,
Antony, Manmohan, Meira
Kumar, Oscar Fernandes and
Madhavsinh Solanki signed
the ultimatum to Kesri. 

Noted journalist Javed
Anand, on the morning of 22
January, 2024, writing in a
prominent newspaper said,
“For the Muslims it (Babri
Masjid) was only a property
dispute. It (the mosque) had
no religious or historical sig-
nificance. It was so obscure
that locating it in the then
narrow and dusty lanes of
Ayodhya was bit of a task.” He
holds forth that the Muslim
leadership should have volun-
teered to hand over the struc-
ture to the Hindus, whose
sentiments were so deeply
ingrained in the structure.
While Anand blames the
Muslim leadership of failing
to see the sentiments, he has
not placed on record the role
of Left-leaning historians like
Irfan Habib, RS Sharma and
DN Jha, who derided the
Hindu belief in the location
being the place of birth of
their cultural and not just reli-
gious icon — Ram, the Prince,
and later the King of Ayodhya.
The role of the Left-‘liberal’
influence on the succeeding
governments of post-
Independence was not just
limited to their position on
the Ram Mandir issue but in
different sectors of policy-
making. In the midst of the
high-energy celebrations over
the consecration of the Ram
temple, Utpal Kumar’s
recently launched tome
Bharat Rising: Dharma,
Democracy, Diplomacy may
not get a viral-type reception
in the market but it’s set for a

long inning in the world of
books.
Speaking at the launch of the

book, Bibek Debroy, the
Chairman to the Economic
Advisory Committee to the
Prime Minister, mentioned
that the Narendra Modi
regime would be judged by
history but for sure it did
unseat the deeply
entrenched thoughts and
ideas in post-colonial India.
There is no disagreement on
this, however, the problem
that Modi would pose for
future historians is the lack of
quality work to justify his
acceptance as a mass leader,
who changed the grammar of
Indian politics for good. To
Utpal Kumar’s own confes-
sion, he is no Nehru-baiter for
the sake of being part of a
nationalist jingoism. In fact,
he says that there are no
doubts about first prime min-
ister Jawaharlal Nehru being
a patriot, who wanted his
country to do well. He, how-
ever, says that his policies
cannot be held in the same
high esteem as they were

flawed and reflective of the
mindset which resisted taking
pride in our civilisational
roots. 

The author, through the 12
diverse essays, tries to estab-
lish the viewpoint that
Nehruvian influence on
Indian polity, culture and
economy have been the
biggest impediments in the
rise of a new post-colonial
India. This he does as a virtu-
oso of a seasoned researcher.
His arguments are pegged on
convincing facts, which some-
body disagreeing with this
line could find difficult to
demolish intellectually. 
His most lucid remark on
Nehru’s policies is captured
on page 103: “Nehru could
not always run with the hare
and hunt with the hounds.”
This imaging of Nehruvian
policies can be seen in many
governance initiatives of
post-colonial India. Utpal
Kumar’s arguments can be
likened to those of the best
legal minds. Like on pages
165-166, he deflates the
British Broadcasting

Corporation’s claims of jour-
nalistic autonomy by pitching
the Modi documentary issue
of 2023 to the sacking of their
highest-paid anchor Gary
Linekar two months later in
March. The book is full with
each argument having a
counter-argument. At a time
when debates on television
have been reduced to very
medieval blood and gore
duels, such arguments and
counterarguments are very
refreshing. It helps one to
understand the philosophic
grounding of many policies of
the Narendra Modi regime.
The author is very critical of
Lutyens’ elite which he does-
n’t consider any less vicious
than a cabal, “fiercely defend-
ing entry” and the elite pros-
pering on the patronage of
the Nehru-Gandhi dynasty.
The author, however, fails to
suggest how ‘Moditva’ was
going to guard against the
emergence of a similar clique
under the present establish-
ment.  He quotes from Raj
and Romesh Thapar’s, ‘Äll
These Years’, “PN Haksar
looked after the Left intellec-
tuals and academia; Inder
Kumar Gujral managed the
media; and Pupul Jaykar
looked after the ‘needs’ of
the art world.” But can he
contest that this role has now
been passed on to certain
apparatchiks of a different
hue, who have been as
unfairly benevolent to their
own favourites as were their
predecessors in the Lutyens’

cabal? A book would have its
shortcomings; in fact, what’s
a book without shortcom-
ings? It’s also true that the
more rigorous the work of
scholarship, the more rigor-
ous the evaluation is. The
look becomes harder if the
book advocates the thoughts
and philosophies of the
establishment. There are sev-
eral arguments which can be
effectively countered but for
sure not dismissed. The
essays in ‘Bharat Rising:
Dharma, Democracy,
Diplomacy’ are advised as
compulsive reading for those
averse to the Moditva espe-
cially the Left-‘liberals’ for
several reasons. First being
the emergence of a scholar
like Utpal Kumar on the Right,
and second being the pres-
ence of several students at his
book launch despite the win-
ter chill at the prestigious Shri
Ram College of Commerce of
Delhi University. New estab-
lishment throws up pre-
tenders, their books sell well
with the official patronage
but they do not invite
scholastic respect beyond the
regime. Regimes come and
go, books live beyond them.
The post-independence dis-
course is finding a new pas-
sage which for sure is through
belief in India’s civilisational
roots. This may not be getting
effective and appreciative
replications in the official
organs and publications of
the establishment but cer-
tainly.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s
speech at Rajya Sabha,
his reply to the Motion
of Thanks on
President’s statement,
was his final address to
the Parliament in this
term. The prime minis-
ter seemed convinced
that his third term is a
mere formality, and as
such his Wednesday’s
speech may be inter-
preted as the official
launch of BJP’s general
election campaign. The
prime minister is an
orator nonpareil. His
Rajya Sabha oration
took off from where he
left it at Lok Sabha on
Monday, and both his
addresses should be
viewed as a coherent
whole instead of two
separate discourses.
While he set the terms
of election campaign
with an audacious 370-
seat target for BJP (and
400+ for NDA) at the
Lower House, at the
Upper House he
revealed two major
themes. The first was
an unabashed attack
on Congress packed
with sardonic wit,
humour and facts. The
second was laying
down the vision for
Modi government 3.0
— with a subliminal
message that election
results are almost a
foregone conclusion.
This was as much a
message to the voters
as to the Opposition
that they stop wasting
time in forming unnat-
ural alliances to keep
him at bay.   Mind

games aside, the
speech was a master-
class in political mes-
saging. Worth noting
that Modi once again
trained his guns exclu-
sively on Congress, and
he came to the floor
well-prepared with a
battery of facts, anno-
tations and quotes to
rebut and ridicule each
of Congress’s poll agen-
das one by one. It was
excruciating or exhila-
rating, depending on
which side of the politi-
cal fence you sit. This
facet needs to be
explored. Given the
fact that Congress is
struggling to retain its
relevance, footprint
and has been reduced
to a cipher, and given
the fact that BJP’s
toughest opponents
are regional outfits
such as Trinamool
Congress or DMK, why
did the prime minister
repeatedly and singu-
larly attack the grand
old party?
Interesting to note that
late on Wednesday
night Telugu Desam
president N
Chandrababu Naidu
called on Union home
minister Amit Shah at
his residence in New

Delhi late purportedly
to join the NDA alliance
ahead of elections in
April-May. Evidently
the BJP wants to keep
its options open in pre-
and-post-poll scenar-
ios. Even though it
appears to be the fron-
trunner in the upcom-
ing elections with the
Congress gasping for
breath, the BJP wants
to leave nothing to
chance. That is the kind
of realpolitik, tactical
planning and killer
instinct Modi and Shah
bring to the table.
Rahul Gandhi has been
positioning himself as a
‘champion’ for Dalits,
Adivasis and backward
sections of the society
and recently launched
a high-octane cam-
paign, promising to
“throw out” the 50 per
cent cap on reservation
if INDI Alliance is voted
to power. To rebut
Congress’s narrative on
social justice, Modi
sought to prove that
Congress has always
been anti-reservation
and acted against the
interests of backward
classes, and presented
BJP as the true champi-
on of SC, ST and OBCs.
Modi alluded to a letter
written by former
prime minister
Jawaharlal Nehru to
then chief ministers,
where the Congress
leader writes, “I dislike
any kind of reservation,
more particularly in
services. I react strong-
ly against anything
which leads to ineffi-
ciency.

Ahmadis in Pakistan
society suffer from social,
religious, economic per-
secution, hatred and vio-
lent attacks. They face
constant threats from
Pakistani authorities and
extremists. Even worse,
in death, Ahmadi tomb-
stones are desecrated
expunged of their
Muslim identity if not
outright destroyed.
Besides, criminal charges
are brought against its
leadership in Pakistan
and abroad. In one such
incident, on 26 January,
2024, police under pres-
sure from religious
extremists destroyed the
tombstones of 80 graves
of the Ahmadi communi-
ty in Punjab province. The
incident occurred in
Daska, some 100 km
from Lahore, the provin-
cial capital. According to
the Jamaat-e-Ahmadiyya
Pakistan, “The police
destroyed the tomb-

stones of Ahmadi graves
even though the grave-
yard land was allocated to
the Ahmadi community
by the government of
Punjab”. The 500,000-
member Ahmadi com-
munity is a well-pro-
nounced and mostly neg-
lected religious minority
in Pakistan. A decision of
the Lahore High Court in
August 2023 said the
1984 prohibition on
building Ahmadi places of
worship did not allow
authorities to destroy or
alter structures built
before then. Still, such a
verdict does not deter
the ruthless demolition
of Ahmadi mosques and
other religious edifices.

As written above, police
continue to demolish
Ahmadi mosques and
graves over allegations
against them masquerad-
ing as Muslim worship
places. Ahmadis are
barred from giving the

Islamic call to prayer or
even displaying “Muslim
names” in front of their
homes. The Pakistani
Constitution formally
declares the Ahmadi sect
of Islam to be “infidels”
and bars members of the
community from “posing
as Muslims”. As reported
in September 2023,
approximately 75 graves
and minarets of two wor-
ship places belonging to
the Ahmadi minority
community have been
demolished by police and
radical Islamists in
Pakistan’s Punjab
province. Also, it is
reported that since 1984,
some 4,000 Ahmadis
have faced criminal
charges because of their
faith. Religious bigots
who continue to consider
themselves as saviours of
Islam fail to comprehend
that tarnishing graves is
not exactly associated
with the traditions.

Ahmadis: Pakistan's persecuted

'others' struggle for recognition

Modi’s Rajya Sabha speech

rekindles Sitaram’s humiliat-

ing ouster from Congress

Why drug smuggling is more important

than conspiracy to murder

Narendra Modi, Naya Bharat and a

war of narratives

PM Modi’s Rajya Sabha address:

Shock and awe for Congress;

vision for ‘Vikshit Bharat’
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Samsung partners with India
R&D for next-gen phone

speech AI

Delhi : Samsung is counting on its India research
hub to drive a global push toward voice-first AI,
putting its engineers at the center of the Galaxy
Al ecosystem. At a media roundtable, Samsung
R&D Institute India - Bengaluru (SRI-B) represen-
tative Mohan Rao said India is one of the compa-
ny's main Al locations outside Korea. "When it
will be voice-first relies on research discoveries.
Current research is extensive." Rao stated. "We
faced numerous hurdles in making Al models run
in the gadget. Native platforms must develop and
operate natural language ASRs well. We can then
consider voice-only phones." Multiple ecosystem
stakeholders say voice will be the main way con-
sumers connect with Al. In an interview, IndiaAl
Mission CEO Abhishek Singh said the organiza-
tion was creating voice-first Al models for Indian
languages. Tech companies like Google and
OpenAl will favor voice interfaces globally. Voice-
first Al could help Samsung's phones stand out
from competitors, as it sells its Al directly in con-
sumer hardware. 

Delhi : The CAG report on
Income Tax department per-
formance, tabled in
Parliament , raised concerns
over non-sharing arrears and
outstanding demand data with
the audit team. The report
(No. 14 of 2024) found that
the I-T department failed to
furnish information for over
42% of requisitioned
instances, restricting audit
scope. "The I-T dept did not
provide data on cases closed
after March 2020, preventing
verification of the correctness
of the closure of these cases,"
noted. On March 2021, CAG
reported that the I-T outstand-
ing demand, raised but not
achieved, was Rs 14.41 lakh
crore, with Rs 10.58 lakh crore
'under dispute', 73% of the
total. "Audit noticed instances
of exaggerated tax demands

raised by the I-T dept, such as
not allowing credit for taxes
already paid by the assessee,
levying incorrect interest, and
committing mistakes while giv-
ing effect to the appeal
orders," the CAG said. The
report also found that nullified
demands remained in out-
standing demand, and the
delay in implementing appeal
orders delayed refunds, result-

ing in the I-T department issu-
ing refunds for the inflated
demands with interest and
harassing assessees. Audit
found incorrect reporting of
outstanding demand, failure
or delay in recovery of out-
standing demand, and sys-
temic issues like lack of granu-
lar data, risk scoring technique
in setting targets, dossier
report non-maintenance.

CAG report criticizes income tax department's arrears

Delhi : Before the 56th
GST Council meeting
next month, a key con-
sumer products distrib-
utor association has
called for a reconsidera-
tion on classifying aer-
ated beverages as "sin"
commodities and a
reduction in the 18%
GST on bottled water.
The All India Consumer
Products Distributors
Federation (AICPDF)
said taxing aerated bev-
erages as "sin" goods at
28% with cigarettes and
tobacco ignores the
fact that over 70% of
sales come from small
packs of 10-20 drinks,
mostly consumed by

low-income groups.
These products are in
the highest GST slab
(28%), plus a 12% com-
pensatory cess. "Listing
these with dangerous
products like cigarettes
and tobacco is unjust
and disproportionate. It
reduces affordability
and demand in a sector
that sustains millions of

shopkeepers "AICPDF
national president
Dhairyashil H Patil stat-
ed. Over 450,000
wholesalers and 13 mil-
lion are represented by
the federation. The fed-
eration also claimed
lowering GST on bot-
tled water from 18%
will increase compli-
ance, affordabilit.

Delhi : Walmart-
owned Flipkart is
under a preliminary
tax probe for allegedly
changing its invoicing
processes to lessen its
GST tax due.
Investigators claimed
the corporation dis-
guised seller market-
place fees as "trans-
portation costs" to
claim reduced GST
rates for small road
transport operators. It
would lower the com-
pany's tax bill. Online
marketplace activities
like buying, selling,
charging vendors com-
mission, listing, and
facilitating payments
normally incur 18%
GST. The article said
the Directorate
General of Goods and
Services Tax
Intelligence (DGGI) is
investigating Flipkart
accusations. Mint said
that regulators will
submit a show-cause
notice for prosecution
if they have compre-
hensive proof against
the corporation. A
Madras High Court
lawyer wrote to Union
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Flipkart's invoicing
practice. The 

Federation of
International Trade
Investor Gunodaya
Association raised the
issue in a press state-
ment on August 23,
the article said. The
Supreme Court of India
monopolistic heat hit
the company earlier
this year. The apex
court said the ecom-
merce giant created
market monopolies
and worried about
smaller businesses'
future. Flipkart's
apparent use of its
dominant position
prompted the bench to
notify the company's
counsel of their
monopoly investiga-
tion. The investigating
Amazon and Flipkart's
alleged anti-competi-
tive actions in 2020,
including subsidizing
some e-retailers.

Flipkart Under Investigation 

for GST Billing Loophole

Delhi : Qatar Investment
Authority (QIA) subsidiary
Qatar Holding has peti-
tioned the Karnataka high
court to enforce an arbi-
tral award of $235 million
(Rs 2,060 crore) against
Byju Raveendran and
Byju's Investments. From
Feb 28, 2024, the claim
includes 4% annual inter-
est compounded every-
day, totaling over $14 mil-
lion (Rs 123 crore). The
disagreement began in
September 2022 when
Qatar Holding loaned BIPL
$150 million. Raveendran
personally insured the
debt to buy 17.8 million
Aakash Educational
Services shares. The fund-
ing terms prohibited the
transfer of those shares,
but Raveendran trans-

ferred them to another
Singapore corporation,
breaking the agreement.
Qatar Holding wanted
$235 million early pay-
ments after repeated fail-
ures. Arbitration in was
held in March 2024 when
BIPL and Raveendran
failed to comply. An
emergency arbitrator
froze assets up to the dis-
puted amount world-
wide, which the

Singapore high court con-
firmed. Finally, on July 14,
the panel ordered $235
million plus interest paid
immediately. The enforce-
ment suit seeks recogni-
tion of the award as a
court judgment and an
injunction on transfers
and attachment of
Raveendran and BIPL's
Indian moveable and
immovable assets.  

Delhi : A regulator for
fair trade If Adani
Group is successful in
its effort to acquire
debt-ridden Jaiprakash
Associates during the
current insolvency
process, the deal would
be sanctioned in princi-
ple by CCI.

In a press release,
the regulator described
the proposed combina-
tion as involving the

acquisition of up to
100% of Jaiprakash
Associates Ltd (JAL)
shares by Adani
Enterprises Ltd (AEL),
Adani Infrastructure
and Developers Pvt Ltd
(AIDPL), or another
entity within the Adani
Group. 

The Adani Group's
acquisition of JAL has
been authorized by the
Competition

Commission of India
(CCI). The firm in ques-
tion must obtain the
competition watch-
dog's approval before
submitting a resolution
plan, as a result of a
recent Supreme Court
decision pertaining to
the interpretation of
the Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC).  

Suzuki commits to investing Rs

70,000 cr in India 

Distributors want bottled water,

aerated drinks and GST lowered

The CCI approves Adani's plan to acquire JAL

In a $235 million lawsuit

against Byju's CEO, QIA

Delhi : The Centre has extend-
ed a cotton-import duty
exemption until the end of the
year to make the domestic gar-
ment sector more competitive,
especially with the US's 50%
tax on Indian exports. The
Centre suspended 11% cus-
toms charges on raw fibre
imports from August 19 until

September 30. The tax break
would last until December 31,
the finance minister declared.

Srijit Misri, a member of the
Apparel Export Promotion
Council, praised the decision,
saying, "Council chairman
Sudhir Sekhri wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
requesting a policy initiative to
save the sector and livelihoods
due to the business environ-
ment and US tariffs. This move

is welcome." Tiruppur
Exporters Association  general
secretary and Esstee Exports
India Pvt Ltd chairman N
Thirukumaran stated the
exemption "stabilise the cot-
ton prices in India to be at par
with international prices". "The
extension has come as a timely
relief for the textile industry.

Delhi : Though the
news of a decrease in
the goods and services
tax (GST) has brought
joy to consumers and
businesses alike, it has
also created an unusual
dilemma for brick-and-
mortar and online
stores. According to
businesses, festive
demand, which typical-
ly starts with the
Ganesh holiday in
Maharashtra and Onam
in the south, is being
subdued while con-
sumers wait for the GST
rates to truly decrease,
leading to a decline in
retail prices. In the days
leading up to Dussehra
and Diwali, the festive
opening is typically a
very busy time, so this

is causing us concern.
Companies selling auto-
mobiles and consumer
products, as well as
retailers, are sitting on
their hands until a deci-
sion is made on the
ground, due to the
news of a GST rate cut
and the imminent fall in
retail prices. Stores sell-
ing white goods, such
televisions, air condi-
tioners, and dishwash-

ers, have the same
challenge. Customers
are already contacting
us in droves to find out
when they may expect
to see price reductions.
According to the CEO

of a leading consumer
products company,
buyers are now saying
they will wait for the
price cut before taking
delivery.  

Three Bangladesh-India border land ports to close

Delhi : While speaking
at the e-Vitara launch,
Toshihiro Suzuki,
President of Global
Suzuki, announced that
Suzuki will spend Rs
70,000 cr in India over
the course of five to six
years. According to the
head of the manufac-
turer, the investment
would help boost pro-
duction, introduce new
models, and protect
the company's position
in the world's third-
largest automobile
market. More than 11
lakh people have found
direct employment in
the value chain thanks
to the Japanese compa-
ny's investment of
more than Rs 1 lakh
crore in India.
Production of the e-
Vitara electric SUV will
begin in Gujarat, India,
and will go to 100 dif-
ferent nations.
Nevertheless, e-Vitara's
launch in India has not
yet been scheduled.
The business plans to

spend Rs 3,200 crore
by FY26 to set up an
electric vehicle line at
the Gujarat site. There
are three separate fac-

tories on the 640-acre
property, with a total
annual capacity of
750,000 units.  
image.png

Delhi: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has approved IndiGo's
request to extend its agree-
ment with Turkish Airlines,
subject to regulatory condi-
tions, the airline confirmed
.Sources confirmed that the
extension has been granted
for 6 months, till February 28,
2026.The present extension
was supposed to expire on
August 31.In a statement
issued by IndiGo, it said, "We
acknowledge the acceptance
of IndiGo's request for exten-
sion to its wet lease arrange-
ment with Turkish Airlines,
subject to conditions laid
down by the regulator.

DGCA approves IndiGo's 6-

month extension of agree-

ment with Turkish Airlines

Cotton imports were duty-free till year-end

Delhi : Interglobe
Aviation (Indigo) pro-
moter Rakesh Gangwal
and the family trust
are selling 1.2 crore
shares, or 3.1% of the
company's equity, for a
minimum of Rs 7,028
crore, or $801 million.
11 Improvements to
the Cloud in 2025. 
The sale's term sheet

said that the Indian
branches of JP
Morgan, Goldman
Sachs, and Morgan
Stanley are in charge
of the block deal,
which is set to con-
clude on Thursday at a
floor price of Rs 5,808

per share, which rep-
resents a 4% discount
to Interglobe
Aviation's Tuesday
closing. In September
2022, when he and
Rahul Bhatia, another
co-founder and pro-
moter of the company,
resolved their dis-
agreement, Gangwal,
one of the founding-
promoters of India’s
leading airline, began
selling his stake in the
business. This will be
Bhatia's eighth round
of stake sale in Indigo,
according to statistics
from 2022.  

Gangwal sold his 3.1% share in

Indigo for more than Rs 7,000 crore.

Delhi : The adminis-
tration boasted that
the fourth edition of
SEMICON India 2025,
which has grown dou-
ble the size of last
year's edition, will be
inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi on September 2.
New Delhi's Yashob-
hoomi (IICC) will host
the gathering from
September 2–4, 2025.
Singapore, Malaysia,
Japan, and South
Korea will all have
their very own pavil-
ions during SEMICON
India. The United
States, Malaysia will
each host one of six
c o u n t r y - s p e c i f i c
roundtables.
The number of states

PM to inaugu-

rate SEMICON

India 2025

Delhi: An additional
supplier for the main
fuselage of the H125
helicopter, Mahindra
Aerostructures 
(MASPL) has been
given a contract by
Airbus Helicopters,
which is a boon to the
"Make in India" avia-
tion industry.
Industrialization is
scheduled to com-

mence at the MASPL
site in Bengaluru as
per the contract, with
the first fuselage deliv-
ery anticipated for
2027. After MASPL was
awarded the contract
to manufacture the
fuselage of the H130
helicopter in April
2025, this work pack-
age was initiated.
"This new contract

Flight deck of Airbus helicopters to

be manufactured by Mahindra
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