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The Privileges Committee

of the Uttar Pradesh

Legislative Council will

meet on March 14 at the

Circuit House
Prayagraj. A meeting of the Privileges
Committee will be held on March 14, 2026, at the
Circuit House, Prayagraj, under the chairmanship
of Govind Narayan Shukla, Chairman of the
Uttar Pradesh Legislative Council. Various issues
will be discussed with officials from the districts
of Prayagraj, Fatehpur, Kaushambi, and
Pratapgarh.The purpose of this meeting is to
coordinate local administrative matters, issues of
public interest, and the Privileges Committee's
directives. All concerned officials have been
instructed to attend the meeting on time.

Married woman hangs her-

self, video goes viral on

social media
Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. A married woman committed suicide
by hanging herself in Purkhipur village, under
the Soraon police station area, at around 5:30 pm
on Saturday evening.The video is now going
viral on social media. The woman also filmed her
suicide. Upon receiving the information, Soraon
police arrived and took the body into custody and
sent it to the district hospital for a post-mortem.
The cause of the incident is still unknown. The
deceased has been identified as 35-year-old Aarti
Patel, wife of Vinay Kumar alias Bablu. It is
reported that Aarti, enraged by some issue at her
in-laws' home, hanged herself by making a noose
of her saree from a fan inside her room. This inci-
dent has caused an uproar among her family
members.

Noida 

Acting on local intelli-
gence inputs and elec-
tronic surveillance, the
team of Police Station
Sector-113, Noida suc-
cessfully Arrested A
mobile Phone snatcher
and took one juvenile
into custody for their
involvement in mobile
Phone snatching and
theft incidents in the
Noida Area.The arrest-
ed accused has been
identified as Arun, son
of Ramjeevan, age
About 20 Years, origi-
nally a resident of
Village Kripalpur, PS
Sandila District
Hardoi and Presently
residing at Village
Hoshiarpur P.S Sector-

49 Noida.During the
operation, Police
recovered six stolen
mobile Phones of dif-
ferent brands, one
motorcycle
(Registration No.
UP16DF4614) used in
committing the crime
and one illegal knife
from the Possession of
the Accused.During

sustained interroga-
tion, the accused dis-
closed that he and his
associate used to roam
around various Parts
of Noida on a motor-
cycle and target
Pedestrians to commit
mobile Phone snatch-
ing and theft. The
stolen mobile Phones
were later sold to

unsuspecting Passers-
by at throwaway
Prices by falsely
claiming that they
urgently needed
Money.The accused
further revealed that a
few days earlier they
had stolen a mobile
Phone from an auto in
Sector-119 Noida
which was later sold

and the money was
shared between
them.Recovered
Items* 06 mobile
Phones (Different
Brands).* 01
Motorcycle
(Registration No.
UP16DF4614) used in
the Crime.* 01 illegal
knife.Registered Cases
1.Case Crime No.
44/2026, under
Section 303(2) BNS,
PS Sector-113 Gautam
Buddh Nagar 2.
Case Crime No.
70/2026, under
Section 317(5) BNS &
4/25 Arms Act, PS
Sector-113 Gautam
Buddh NagarFurther
investigation and legal
Proceedings are
Underway.

Ghazipur the

Nationwide organi-

zation of journal-

ists, has nominated

senior journalist

Sushil Srivastava

from Delhi and

senior journalist

Shiv Srivastava

from Chhattisgarh

as members of the

National Advisory

Committee. 

A.k Rai a senior

journalist from

Ghazipur and a

member of the

National Advisory

Committee of the

Journalist Council

of India, expressed

his delight at the

nominations and

said that their

nominations will

inject new energy

into the JCI and

enable the organi-

zation to play a

decisive role in

addressing the

issues facing jour-

nalists. 

The organization

National 

Convenor, Dr.R.C

Srivastava, stated

that the two senior

journalists, who

Play a significant

role in journalist

welfare work, have

been nominated on

the recommenda-

tion of the organi-

zation National

President, Dr.

Anurag Saxena and

the 

National

Committee.

Lucknow

Hundreds of workers of
the Republican Party of
India (Athawale) gave a
grand welcome to Union
Minister of State for
Social Justice and
Empowerment and
National President of RPI,
Ramdas Athawale, at
Indira Gandhi Airport in
Delhi after he was selected
as a Rajya Sabha candi-
date for the third consecu-
tive time.Ramdas
Athawale said that after
India independence, the
vision of India that the
architect of the
Constitution, Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, had dreamed
of, the NDA government
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is committed to ful-
filling that dream. He said
that the Modi government
is continuously moving
forward on the Path of
Babasaheb ideals and the
social justice and equal
rights for which
Babasaheb devoted his
entire life are no longer
limited to books but are
becoming a Reality.

On this occasion, the
Union Minister of State
said that under the capable
leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
efforts will be made to

take the ideas of
Babasaheb, the architect of
the Constitution, to every
citizen of the country.
Ramdas Athawale said that
he will continue to work
with dedication for the
rights and welfare of
Dalits, the deprived, the
oppressed, minorities and
women in Society.

After being
nominated as a Rajya
Sabha candidate for the
third consecutive time,
hundreds of RPI workers
gathered at the airport to
welcome their national
president upon his arrival
in Delhi. 
During the occasion,
workers filled the atmos-
phere with energy and
enthusiasm by raising slo-
gans of “Ramdas Athawale
Zindabad” and “Narendra
Modi Zindabad.”
Addressing the workers,
RPI President Ramdas

Athawale said that in the
coming days he will con-
tinue to help people from
all sections of society with
renewed energy and
strength. He added that he
will make his best efforts
to realize Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of
a “Developed
India.”Athawale also
expressed heartfelt grati-
tude on behalf of thou-
sands of RPI workers to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Home Minister
Amit Shah, BJP National
President Nitin Nabin and
all BJP leaders for nomi-
nating him as a Rajya
Sabha candidate.He fur-
ther said that through the
and Empowerment, his
priority will be to ensure
ministry schemes reach
every section of society
for empowerment, welfare,
social justice and
UPliftment.

Babasahab dream will be fulfilled under

the leadership of PM Modi: Ramdas

Patna

The National Executive meeting of
the Prestigious Bhojpuri organiza-
tion, the All India Bhojpuri Sahitya
Sammelan, Patna was held in the
auditorium of the Secondary
Teachers' Union building, chaired
by the organization's President, Dr.
Mahamaya Prasad "Vinod." In addi-
tion to the members of the National
Executive, special invitees from the
organization senior committee also
participated. 
The meeting reviewed the organiza-
tion Past activities and several
members emphasized the need for a
clear outline of future action Plans,
in Keeping with the organization
glorious history and their Phased
implementation. Several members
at the meeting expressed the view
that seminars, symposia, Poetry
conferences, book and art exhibi-
tions related to Bhojpuri literature
and culture should be organized
regularly under the aegis of
"Abhabhosas" in various district
headquarters of the Bhojpuri region
and in various cities/metropolitan
cities across the country.  The liter-
ary figures present at the meeting
offered suggestions for better
Publication of the organization
magazine, "Bhojpuri Sahitya
Sammelan." The literary figures felt
that the Publication of quality books
should also begin soon under the
aegis of "Abhabhosas." Serious con-
sideration was also given to devel-
oping the organization website,

increasing the membership of the
organization and the magazine. The
meeting emphasized the need to
work more seriously on issues such
as Bhojpuri inclusion in the Eighth
Schedule of the Constitution and its
recognition by the Sahitya Akademi
and to transform it into a mass
Movement.The meeting expressed
satisfaction with the success of the
Amanour (Saran) convention. 
President Dr. Mahamaya Prasad
Vinod stated that meaningful efforts
would be made to promote Bhojpuri
literature and culture by increasing
the organization activism.  During
the program, books/magazines like
'Sone Phool Phool' (Author-Ganesh
Choubey, Editor- Brajbhushan
Mishra), 'Dharti Ke Geet' (Poet-
Suresh Kantak) and 'Johar
Bhojpuriya Maati' (Editor-Kanak
Kishore) were also released. An
exhibition of Bhojpuri books pub-
lished by Abhidha Prakashan was
also organised in the meeting.
Former President Dr. Brajbhushan
Mishra, Executive President
Bhagwati Prasad Dwivedi, General
Secretary Prof. Jaykant Singh,
Treasurer Jitendra Kumar, Dr.
Vishnudev Tiwari, Dr. Sunil Kumar
Pathak, Shivanugrah Narayan
Singh, Jagmohan Kumar, Ram
Bahadur Rai, Saurabh Pandey,
Jyotish Pandey, Dilip Kumar, Dr.
Omprakash Rajapuri, Dr. Jagmohan
Kumar, Jalaj Mishra Anupam,
Kaushal Mohabbatpuri etc. many
litterateurs expressed their views in
the Meeting.

Assam

The Sepon Central
Rongali Bihu
Committee of
Assam has
announced the can-
cellation of all con-
certs for the upcom-
ing Rongali Bihu
celebrations of
2026. This decision
has been taken as a
tribute to Assam
great singer Zubeen
Garg. The official
communiqué of the
Committee recalled
Zubeen Garg unpar-
alleled contribution
to Assamese music
and culture.
Describing him as
the 'Voice of Bihu',
it was stated that
his legacy will con-
tinue to inspire gen-
erations to come.
The Committee
made it clear that
instead of tradition-
al cultural and
musical events, the
celebrations would
be limited to sym-

bolic flag hoisting
ceremonies only.
The move marks a
deep respect for
Garg demise. Assam
heartbeat legendary
artist Zubeen Garg
Passed away on
September 19, 2025
in Singapore under
mysterious circum-
stances. 
The Special

Investigation Team
of the Assam Police
then filed a detailed
chargesheet against
seven accused in
December 2025,

including
Shyamkanu
Mahanta, a festival
organizer. The
accused are accused
of conspiring
behind Garg death.
This decision of the
Sepon Committee
has received huge
support on social
media. 
Many have appealed
to other Bihu com-
mittees across
Assam to also take
similar steps to hon-
our the great singer
Zubeen Garg .

Barabanki

Neena Sharma, Director of
the Uttar Pradesh Academy
of Administration and
Management and the Nodal
Officer for Barabanki dis-
trict, conducted a one-day
visit on review the Progress
of development projects and
health services in the district.
During the inspection, she
directed officials to improve
arrangements and ensure that
construction works are com-
pleted on time with proper
Quality.
Inspection of Under-
Construction Critical Care
Hospital
The inspection began with a
visit to the under-construc-
tion 50-bed Critical Care
Hospital near the District
Hospital in Begamganj. The
nodal officer closely
reviewed the construction
work and instructed officials
to ensure modern facilities in
the hospital. She also direct-
ed that proper pipeline
arrangements be maintained
to provide uninterrupted oxy-
gen supply to every bed.
Additionally, she issued
guidelines regarding fire

safety and an efficient
drainage System.
Review of Oxygen Plant
and Interaction with
Patients
During the visit, she also
inspected the oxygen plant
installed at the District
Hospital. She instructed that
if the oxygen supply through
pipelines from the existing
plant to the new critical care
hospital is not feasible, a
proposal should be prepared
to establish a separate oxy-
gen plant there. She also
interacted with admitted
patients and their attendants
to gather information about
the healthcare facilities being
Provided.
Assessment of Construction
Patients
Later, the nodal officer
inspected the transit hostel
located in the Government

Office campus and the
under-construction Kalyan
Mandap in the Nawabganj
extension area. She directed
the concerned officials to
maintain quality standards
while expediting the con-
struction work. She also
instructed that adequate
drinking water facilities
should be ensured in the
Kalyan Mandap premises.
Executive Officer of the
municipality Sanjay Shukla
and other staff members
were Present during the
Inspection.Public Grievances
Hear in Gandhinagar Ward.
During the visit, Neena
Sharma also reached
Gandhinagar Ward, where
local councillors and resi-
dents welcomed her. She
paid floral tribute at the stat-
ue of “Doctor Sahib.” Local
resident Lali, wife of Pappu,

informed her about problems
related to drainage, roads and
streetlights. The nodal officer
directed the concerned offi-
cials to resolve the issues
promptly.
Visit to Cow Protection
Centre and Deva CHC
Neena Sharma also inspected
the large cow Protection cen-
tre (Niblet) located in
Jahangirabad. Amid Vedic
chanting, she performed ritu-
als, fed jaggery and gram to
the cows and reviewed the
arrangements at the centre.
She directed officials to
develop a system for collect-
ing and utilizing cow urine
and to ensure proper care of
sick animals. She also
Planted a banyan sapling as
part of environmental con-
servation.

After that, she inspected
Kasturba Gandhi Residential
School in Mujibpur and
interacted with students to
learn about the educational
facilities being Provided.
Teachers Priyanka Singh and
Ruby Prabhakar informed
her that foul smell from a
nearby factory was affecting
the environment of the
school. 

Nodal Officer Reviews Development Works and Health Services,

Inspects under-construction 50-bed Critical Care Hospital
Assam Sepon Central Rongali

Bihu Committee cancels concerts

in memory of Zubin Garg

Four Books Released at the All

India Bhojpuri Sahitya Sammelan

Noida Police Arrest Mobile Snatcher Journalists Sushil and Shiv
become members of the JCI

Advisory Committee
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Prayagraj. Mayor Ganesh
Kesharwani and Municipal
Commissioner Seelam Sai
Teja presented the revised
budget for the city in the
Municipal Corporation
House today. Councilors
from all wards and zonal
officers were present. The
budget includes schemes
related to the development
and welfare of urban and
rural areas.In the House,
councilors discussed issues
in their respective areas,
such as drinking water, road
and drain construction,
encroachments, drain clean-
ing, repair of clogged drains,
platforms, toilets/urinals,
house tax, and cleanliness on
city streets. The Mayor
directed the concerned offi-
cials to resolve these issues
promptly.On this occasion,
Additional Municipal
Commissioner Deependra
Yadav, Arvind Kumar Roy,
Rajiv Kumar Shukla, Dinesh
Chandra Sachan (Chief
Engineer, Civil), Sanjay
Katiyar (Chief Engineer,
Electrical/Mechanical), Dr.
Mahesh Kumar (City Health
Officer), Gaurav Kumar
(General Manager Jalkal),

Sanjay Manmgai (Chief Tax
Assessment Officer), Dr.
Vijay Amrit Raj (Veterinary
Welfare Department),

Rampujan (Assistant
Municipal Commissioner)
and all zonal officers and
employees were present.The

Municipal Corporation
informed that priority has
been given to the develop-
ment of the city, cleanliness,

water supply and other civic
amenities in the budget.
Apart from this, based on the
demands of the councilors,

the problems related to
encroachment and cleanli-
ness will be resolved imme-
diately.

Mayor and Commissioner presented the revised

budget in the Municipal Corporation House;

councilors raised ward issues

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. District
Magistrate Manish Kumar
Verma chaired a briefing
meeting for the 2025 Direct
Recruitment for Sub-
Inspector, Civil Police, and
equivalent posts by the Uttar
Pradesh Police Recruitment
and Promotion Board,
Lucknow, in the District
Panchayat auditorium on
Tuesday. The meeting

reviewed preparations for
conducting the examination in
a safe, fair, cheating-free, and
transparent manner.The
District Magistrate stated that
all officials, including sector
and static magistrates, center
administrators, and co-admin-
istrators, must act responsibly
and sensitively in conducting
the examination. He directed
that confidential examination
materials be delivered to
examination centers only as

per the prescribed procedures,
under CCTV camera surveil-
lance, and deposited in police
custody under double locks
after the examination. He
clarified that strict action will
be taken against those who
disrupt the sanctity of the
examination, and any negli-
gence or indifference will not
be tolerated.The exam will be
held in two sessions on March
14 and 15 at 43 examination
centers across the district. The

first session will be from 10
a.m. to 12 p.m., and the sec-
ond session will be from 3
p.m. to 5 p.m. A total of
53,760 candidates have regis-
tered for all four
sessions.Additional District
Magistrate (City) Satyam
Mishra, DCP Pankaj Pandey,
District Basic Education
Officer Anil Kumar, Dr.
Prabhakar Tripathi, and other
relevant officials were present
on the occasion.

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. Family
members of Adil Wasi, a
25,000 rupee reward
accused, have been
accused of assaulting
and threatening a media
person in Hamam Gali,
Shahganj police station
area. The incident has
sparked outrage among
journalists. It is reported
that the police, with
court permission, had

seized the home of Adil
Wasi, an absconding
accused in a multi-crore
rupee fraud case, on
Sunday. A media person
had reached Hamam
Gali on Monday to cover
this action.It is alleged
that during this incident,
some members of the
accused's family began
abusing the media per-
son and then resorted to
physical violence.
Furthermore, the media

person was also threat-
ened with death. Upon
learning of the incident,
local media persons were
enraged. Journalists have
demanded strict action
against the accused.At
the same time, the police
say that information
about the case has been
received and necessary
action will be taken after
investigation on the basis
of the complaint.send
suggestion

A media person who went to

cover the seizure of the home of a

wanted accused was assaulted

and threatened with death

Preparations for the 2025 Sub-Inspector
and Civil Police Recruitment Examination
in Prayagraj Complete, District Magistrate

Issues Strict Instructions

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. A meeting of dis-
trict-level officials was held
on Tuesday in Sangam
Auditorium, chaired by
District Magistrate and Chief
Census Officer Manish Kumar
Verma, regarding preliminary
preparations and training for
Census 2027. The meeting
reviewed preparations such as
house listing, population

count, district census hand-
book, financial and utility cer-

tificates, publication and tabu-
lation of data.The District

Magistrate directed all charge
officers to ensure timely and
quality completion of census-
related tasks. He stated that in
the first phase, house listing
and house counting will be
conducted door-to-door by
enumerators from May 22 to
June 20, 2026. 
For this, block creation and
training will be completed in
advance through the CMMS
portal.The District Magistrate

directed the charge
officers/assistant charge offi-
cers and their computer opera-
tors to attend the training on
March 11 at 11 a.m. in
Sangam Auditorium. He also
said that the training of field
trainers should be completed
by March 25, and the training
of enumerators and supervi-
sors should be completed by
April 30, so that the house
count can be completed on

time.On this occasion,
Additional District Magistrate
Finance and Revenue/District
Census Officer Vinita Singh,
Additional District Magistrate
Supply Vijay Sharma,
Additional District Magistrate
Nazul Sanjay Pandey, City
Magistrate Vinod Kumar
Singh, all Sub-District
Magistrates, all departmental
officers and charge officers of
the district were present.

District Magistrate holds meeting with officials to dis-

cuss preliminary preparations for Census 2027
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Speaking in a distinguished
institution, a political leader
expressed concern that after
Rabindranath Tagore in 1913,
no Indian has received the
Nobel Prize in Literature. His
question—“Is the writing of
our country not at the level
anymore? Or has it been
ignored by international insti-
tutions?”—was thought-pro-
voking. But the tone was aloof.
However, when you think
about it, the answer is obvious.
During the British Raj, India
produced a number of great
poets, artists, scientists, schol-
ars, and thinkers. Many of

them have an international
reputation. The solitary Nobel
Prize in literature was also
received during the British
period. Under the British, our
talents flourished. The educa-
tional institutions of the British
rulers encouraged talents with-
out discrimination on any
ground. Did our desi leaders,
post-British rule, continue that
noble tradition? It is well-
recognised that the education-
al institutions of British India
declined rapidly after
Independence. Instead of nur-
turing talent, new policies,
knowingly or unknowingly,

worked toward their suppres-
sion or migration to the West.
Isn’t it curious that during the
British Raj, hardly any Indian
writer, scientist, artist, or schol-
ar decided to settle abroad?
Whereas in Independent India,
talent of all kinds began set-
tling in Europe and America,
leaving India for good. To come
to the issue, the leader who
pointed out our lack of Nobels
seems unaware that there are
two essential prerequisites to
help grow quality writers. One,
to connect children & youth
with great literature, taking
care that they also get time

and encouragement to savour
it. Second, to maintain a whole
system of good institutions and
platforms for learning, teach-
ing, writing, publishing, and
interacting. To ensure all this,
staying away from narrowness
or compromise must be a rule.
But desi leaders, preachy and
voluble, did the opposite! The
British made arrangements in
every field of knowledge and
science to promote talent—
modern public institutions,
great libraries, newspapers,
magazines, entire new learning
disciplines like history, civics,
etc.

It took a mere six minutes in the Lok Sabha and
a few minutes more in the Rajya Sabha to wipe
out an established industry. In a matter of 48
hours, the passing of the Bill on Promotion and
Regulation of Online Gaming Bill 2025 has
adversely impacted 2,00,000 direct employees,
Rs 23,613 crore in investments, over Rs 4,500
crore in advertisements and Rs 20,000 crores in
direct and indirect taxes. The Bill, now an Act,
was introduced in Parliament without undergo-
ing the due process of a draft for public opinion,
stakeholder consultations, or, at the very least, a
warning. Policy corridor whispers imply that
even allies were not aware of such a move. A
decade-old, established sector constitutionally
guaranteed under Article 19 has been asked to
wrap up operations and told it will be held liable
for criminal actions, including those of its
employees, if it doesn’t comply. While the Act
aims to safeguard public health and address the
concern of offshore illegal platforms, any ban,
especially in the digital space, has consistently
proven to have amplified the issue multiple
times. The immediate fallout would include eco-
nomic disruptions, shifts in user behaviour, and
social harms.The opaque strategy adopted by
the government in this case highlights the grave
direction that policy-making is taking in India.
The uncertainty goes far beyond the online real
money gaming sector and will set a precedent
for future policies in each sector. This swift and
unconsulted legislative strike is not just a regula-
tory misstep but a stark warning of the growing
unpredictability in India’s policy landscape, one
that could unravel investor confidence, domestic
business trust, and exacerbate systemic issues
like brain drain of talent and businesses. The
immediate economic toll is staggering and
underscores the bill’s shortsightedness. Beyond
the 2,00,000 direct jobs at risk, it affects ancillary
industries like fintech, advertising, and content
creation. Annual GST revenues of Rs 20,000-
25,000 crore and TDS of Rs 1,080 crore (FY24)
will evaporate, creating fiscal gaps at a time
when India’s fiscal deficit stands at Rs 15.77 lakh
crore, amounting to 4.8 per cent of GDP. But the
real cautionary tale lies in the investor disarray
this creates. A reported foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) of $2.7 billion and startup funding of
$2.8 billion in real money gaming are now
stranded. This unpredictability echoes broader
patterns in India’s policy environment, where
sudden changes deter long-term commitments.
For instance, the 2019 e-commerce FDI rules,
which restricted inventory models for e-com-
merce platforms, led to a reported slowdown in
US-India tech investments, with firms citing reg-
ulatory whiplash as a key barrier. Similarly, retro-
spective tax demands in the past (e.g., the
Vodafone case) have been linked to a dip in FDI
inflows, with studies showing that economic pol-
icy uncertainty reduces FDI by up to 30 per cent
in emerging markets like India. The 2025
Kearney FDI Confidence Index highlights regula-
tory complexity and ease of doing business as
concerns for investors in India, potentially shov-
ing off billions in inflows amid global uncertain-
ties like US tariffs. Businesses, particularly in the
digital economy, thrive on stability. This bill’s
passage without stakeholder input, bypassing
the Pre-Legislative Consultation Policy, sends a
chilling message: Today’s thriving sector could
be tomorrow’s casualty. As the industry voices
alarm, with petitions likely heading to courts,
the precedent risks cascading effects on adja-
cent digital fields where India aims for global
leadership but faces investor hesitation due to
such volatility. In the larger scheme, this policy
unpredictability is accelerating India’s brain
drain, particularly in tech and digital innovation,
where skilled professionals seek more stable
environments abroad. Data from 2025 reveals
a stark reality: Over 1,05,000 global
tech layoffs this year alone, with
20 per cent occurring in India,
have pushed thousands of
engineers and developers to
migrate.

Edward Heath, Great Britain’s
Prime Minister, felt the words
wash over him, hot like a
dragon’s breath: “The United
States had received nothing
from India except a kick in the
teeth, in exchange for $¾  bil-
lion last year,” President
Richard Nixon raged. The
Indians, Nixon went on,
thought “the white nations
had no choice but to come in
and bail India out.” Alarmed,
British Foreign Secretary Alec
Douglas-Home stepped in.
“The Indians were admittedly
intolerably high-minded,” he
accepted. “But there was an
important common interest
in preserving Indian inde-
pendence from Soviet and
Chinese domination.” The
invective against Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi and
her nation, provoked by her
refusal to back down on
Bangladesh, continued in the
privacy of Nixon’s office,
though: “A slippery, treacher-
ous people,” “bastards,” “old
witch,” “b*tch”. Even as the
political leadership in both
countries raged against each
other, the relationship
between the Central
Intelligence Agency and the
Research and Analysis Wing
remained robust, historian
Paul McGarr writes. In 1973,
the head of Prime Minister
Indira’s secretariat, Prithvi
Nath Dhar, and the chief of
R&AW, Rameshwar Nath Kao,
lobbied for CIA chief William
Colby to visit New Delhi. As
President Donald Trump
appears to be leading the
India-United States relation-
ship into an abyss from which
there is no return—adding
restrictions to the outsourc-
ing of jobs on the back of crip-
pling tariffs—the period

between 1971 and 1973
shows the two countries have
been locked in airless places
before. The intelligence serv-
ices of both countries,
though, found ways to bypass
potholes and cul-de-sacs,
ensuring strategic conversa-
tion continued. Little under-
stood, India-US intelligence
ties flourished in the shadow
of the Cold War, as New Delhi
resolutely proclaimed its
commitment to non-align-
ment. Late in the summer of
1949, India was struggling to
contain its first post-
Independence insurgency, an
uprising by communists in the
Telangana region. The Indian
Army, sent to Hyderabad to
battle the Nizam’s armies,
found itself at war with peas-
ant insurgents in Telangana.
Thousands died in the brutal
conflict, Jonathan Kennedy
and Sunil Purushotham have
recorded, as the Army herded
Adivasis into concentration
camps in near-starvation con-
ditions. Less than forty-seven
years old and with little expe-
rience in global politics, an
unassuming police officer was
tasked with helping India find
the right tools to deal with
the crisis. TG Sanjeevi, earlier
a Superintendent of Police in
Madras, and now Director of
the Intelligence Bureau, was

ordered to make a three-
week visit to Washington.For
decades before
Independence, the
Intelligence Bureau had been
relentlessly focused on the
threat of communist terror-
ism. Telangana was its first
challenge after
Independence—and, it
seemed, its first potential fail-
ure. To Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru, it seemed
that the threat was transna-
tional and a danger to the
survival of the Indian repub-
lic. The colonial legacy meant
India had a substantial rela-
tionship with the United
Kingdom’s intelligence servic-
es. The Security Service, pop-
ularly known as MI5, was a
critical source of assistance in
the first years after
Independence. India became
debilitatingly reliant on this
relationship, Avinash Paliwal
has recorded. “This is satisfac-
tory,” an MI5 memo on gen-
eral dependence smugly
noted—but India understood
the need to widen its partner-
ships. George Kennan, then
director of policy planning at
the State Department, agreed
with Prime Minister Nehru’s
assessment. To address the
challenge,  Kennan recorded,
Sanjeevi would have to “look
beyond India’s borders and

seek to in?uence policy in
regard to dangers from with-
out.” This meant that, despite
Nehru’s socialism, America
would help him push back
against the Communist
threat. The visit did not begin
well, though. Sanjeevi was
affronted by the imperious
behaviour of the director of
the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, J Edgar Hoover,
and vowed never to allow
contact between the
Intelligence Bureau and the
FBI. The damage was con-
tained, however, during his
subsequent meetings with
the Central Intelligence
Agency. Sanjeevi came away
with positive impressions of
his meetings with Colonel
Richard Stilwell, Kermit “Kim”
Roosevelt, and the director of
central intelligence, Roscoe
Hillenkoetter. Even though
the two countries clashed
over questions of ideology
and global politics, the align-
ment of their interests wasn’t
particularly opaque. India’s
government provided arms
and training to Tibet’s ram-
shackle military after 1949,
and even considered deploy-
ing troops in support of its
independence. The problem
was that the Indian Army just
didn’t have the resources. In
1954, India formalised this
reality, ceding many of its
colonial-era rights, like sta-
tioning troops in Lhasa, histo-
rian Karunakar Gupta has
written. The Intelligence
Bureau, though, looked the
other way, as the CIA supplied
weapons and equipment to
Khampa insurgents from
1958 on, historian  Claude
Arpi has written.  India also
ignored CIA flights in support
of Tibetan insurgents, which

crossed over its territory en
route from Dhaka. Langley
supported the founding of
the Special Frontier Force,
intended to carry the PLA
along the China-India Line of
Actual Control. The CIA also
oversaw the insertion of
nuclear-powered surveillance
equipment to gather intelli-
gence on China’s nuclear-
weapons programme. Even
as this intelligence coopera-
tion continued, Prime
Minister Nehru publicly com-
plained that the United States
was interfering in Indian poli-
tics, “buying up newspapers
and spreading a network of
publicity organisations.”
Later, Prime Minister Indira
assailed foreign powers plot-
ting to “run down India.” CIA
agents, American intelligence
officer Russell Jack Smith
wrote sharply, “were to be
found according to Madame
Gandhi, beneath every char-
poy and behind every neem
tree.” Even as Prime Minister
Indira frequently railed
against CIA intervention to
bring about regime change—
and public outrage erupted
when the journal Ramparts
disclosed CIA funding for
Indian anti-Communist politi-
cal parties in 1967—the rela-
tionship carried on in the
darkness, as it were. As
Sanjeevi told CIA interlocu-
tors in 1950,  “he frequently
had to take independent
action without the knowl-
edge of his government”. The
intelligence relationship sur-
vived even in the face of con-
tradictory United States
objectives. For example, CIA
personnel told India they had
detected signals linking the
jihadist warlord Sirajuddin
Haqqani .

In the world of market-
ing, a new entrant’s
toughest task is to
break the perception
built around the old
guard. Established
brands don’t crumble
because of direct
attacks. They erode
when their aura is
punctured, when their
carefully constructed
image is made to look
smaller, or even laugh-
able.  Politics is not dif-
ferent.  Though for
decades, MK Stalin was
no more than a ‘possi-
ble’ political heir to for-
mer Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu M
Karunanidhi, things
changed in 2019. Stalin
was turned into a
brand, crafted meticu-
lously as the only
answer, as an able
administrator, and a
calm and composed
CM post the 2021 elec-
tions. He was present-
ed as the inevitable fig-
ure, the steady numero
uno of contemporary
Tamil Nadu Politics, a
man positioned above
ridicule. Even his critics
rarely succeed in dis-
mantling his image.
Actor turned politician
Vijay was out to
destroy that brand
when he called him,
“My dear Stalin uncle.”
With such an open
taunt at his second
public rally, Vijay was-
n’t merely addressing
the Chief Minister; he
was reframing him.
What at first sounds
like cinema dialogue is,

in LinkedIn lingo, classic
disruption. A single
word that wedges into
the aura of authority,
triggering what one
might call the ‘uncle-ifi-
cation of a statesman’.
Stalin was recast as just
another politician, a
figure who is now the
subject of memes. This
is not an insult for
insult’s sake, but rather
is a strategy through
vocabulary. Political
authority in Tamil Nadu
has always been the-
atrical. MGR’s heroism,
Jayalalithaa’s imperi-
ousness, Karunanidhi’s
oratory skills, Stalin’s
calm—these are curat-
ed performances.
Brands with narra-
tives.“Uncle” in this
context is not reveren-
tial. It’s casual, familiar,
and even patronising.
The strength of Stalin’s
brand lies in the dis-
tance it creates, and
Vijay’s jab collapses
that distance instantly.
It is lethal in politics. It
forces a new narrative
onto the mainstream
discourse, away from
discussions on policy
and performance, and
instead drags it into a
battle of personalities.
Marketing teaches us
that the most viral
campaigns are not the
longest ones, but the
most repeatable ones.
The same applies to
political communica-
tion in the social media
age. Uncle’ is not just a
word but a weapon in
what Tamil politics

increasingly resem-
bles—nickname war-
fare. A meme-ready
shorthand handed over
to the trolls, clipped
into reels, recycled into
jokes, hash-tagged into
tweets. DMK’s own and
meticulously built digi-
tal army, usually skilled
at dictating the narra-
tive, is now forced to
rebut it. And rebuttal,
sadly, is half the battle
lost.  As one would
have expected, social
media is abuzz with the
keyword ‘Uncle’. Not
one but a thousand
iterations of the same
comment are afloat
across the state’s digi-
tal space – “What
uncle.
it is very wrong uncle.”

Every attempt at creat-
ing a ‘third and alter-
nate force’ in Tamil
Nadu—be it Kamal
Haasan, Seeman,
Vijayakanth,  Vaiko, or
GK Moopanar before
them—has struggled
because they failed to
dent the DMK–AIADMK
binary.  Voters saw
them as the ‘Third’ per-
son outside of the duel,
not mainstream play-
ers. Vijay is trying a dif-
ferent path. Not with a
policy vision, not with
organisational might,
nor with uniquely posi-
tioned ideological ser-
mons, but with classic
brand disruption. By
making Stalin react, or
at least by forcing his
sympathisers 
to, Vijay dug a pit in the
binary. 

Vijay is winning the nickname war in Tamil Nadu.

He’s attacking Brand Stalin with ‘uncle’ taunt
As I write this column from Boston,

the biggest American newspapers
have the Tianjin meeting of Prime
Minister Modi, President Putin, and
President Xi—all three smiling and
shaking hands—as a leading news
item. The sub-theme is also that
President Trump’s policies are driving
them closer, perhaps opening the
door to an anti-US unity in interna-
tional geopolitics. The talk of an anti-
American unity is perhaps prema-
ture. At least two of the three
nations, China and India, have signif-
icant ties with the US, which can be
ruptured only at a very great cost.
Despite the talk of a decline, the US is
still the world’s largest economy. At
the end of 2024, according to the
World Bank, America’s GDP was
$29.18 trillion, which amounted to
26.2 per cent of the world economy
($111.33 trillion). A market of that
size cannot easily be shunned.
Indeed, most countries and corpora-
tions would covet access to it. But
there is no doubt that Trump’s radi-

cal break from America’s post-Cold
War foreign policy, especially his use
of tariffs as an economic and political
tool, is creating new geopolitical and
economic scenarios. Countries must
take into account these changes as
they make adjustments in their for-
eign policies. Of course, Trump is
known to be mercurial and abrupt
changes in his policies cannot be
wholly ruled out. However, three
things are likely to remain constant:
use of trade tariffs, opposition to
immigration, and smaller American
investments in international security.
The changes in these realms, if any,
are likely to be of degree.
Fundamental changes can take place
only if the results of these policies
are catastrophic for his MAGA base,
especially via inflation or if the judici-
ary intervenes more firmly than it
has done so far. How should India,
severely jolted by Trump’s tariffs,
imagine its way forward? Let me sug-
gest that China will become even
more central to India’s foreign policy. 

China will be more central to India now.

Though an anti-US unity is premature

India’s online gaming ban shows

today’s thriving sector could be

tomorrow’s casualty

Why hasn’t India won the Nobel Prize for literature

after Independence? Quality of education

India-US intelligence ties flourished in the

shadow of the War
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US Polo targets Rs 3,000 cr
in India, boosts marketing

Delhi: Arvind
Fashions aims to
increase marketing
investments for its
flagship brand, US
Polo, to reach
?3,000 crore in
revenue, up from
the current ?2,000
crore.  Over 3% of our corporate budget goes to
advertising. This has reached 4% for US Polo and
is rising. He noted that US Polo's company was
predicted to increase 12-15% due to its strong
omnichannel presence, taking advantage of the
emerging rapid commerce channel and the
square-foot expansion of stores, which can
become supply hubs in smaller towns. Like-for-
like growth is solid, including virtually double-
digit full-price growth. Other categories including
kids, women, and footwear are developing faster
than the mother brand. Nearly 20% of the
brand's revenues are in adjacent categories. “US
Polo dominates the domestic market. We will
invest in the brand and grow quicker than the
market, he stated. Deloitte India and the
Retailers Association of India reported in
February 2025 that urban and rural families will
spend more on discretionary items due to a dou-
bling of per capita income by 2030. The report
noted that “the Indian apparel and footwear
market was valued at $78 billion in 2023 and is
expected to reach $106 billion by 2028 at a com-
pounded annual growth rate of 7.5–8%, driven by
increasing disposable incomes, rising urbanisa-
tion, growing organised retail penetration.

Delhi: Wall Street indexes
rose in choppy rises as in-line
European markets ended flat,
continuing their 10-week
winning streak. The Federal
Reserve is expected to
decrease interest rates twice
this year, according to U.S.
inflation figures. crude prices
fell 1%, the first monthly
decline since November, as
markets braced for fresh
levies from Washington and
crude exports from Iraq's
Kurdistan region. According
to a White House source,
President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy of Ukraine will
depart the Oval Office early
Friday after a contentious
meeting with Trump.
Following reports of falling
yearly inflation and sluggish
consumer spending in the lat-

est statistics tracked by the
Federal Reserve, U.S.
Treasury rates hit multi-
month lows. A drop of 2.93
points, or 0.34%, was record-
ed by MSCI's global stock
index. Crypto values dropped
after the Trump boom
waned. The U.S. personal
consumption expenditures
(PCE) price index fell from
2.6% in December to 2.5%

last month, according to the
Bureau of Economic Analysis,
which is part of the
Commerce Department. 

Core personal consumption
expenditure, the favored
inflation indicator of the
Federal Reserve, fell to 2.6%
from 2.9% following an
upward revision. Inflation of
2% is the target of the central
bank. 

When oil prices drop every month, US stocks go up

Delhi: The central
board of trustees of
the Employees
Provident Fund
Organisation proposed
keeping the interest
rate at 8.25% for the
current financial year.
The finance minister
must approve this
before money is credit-
ed to seven crore sub-
scribers. The
Employees Provident
Fund  EPF has high and
predictable returns
compared to other
fixed-income instru-
ments, ensuring sav-
ings growth. The
finance ministry taxed
interest income
obtained by people

who pay over Rs 2.5
lakh yearly a few years
ago, claiming it would
affect only 1% of sub-
scribers. EPFO's 8.25%
returns are far greater
than PPF's 7.1%.
Compounding is avail-
able with PPF's Rs 1
lakh annual invest-
ment cap. SBI is offer-
ing 7.5% on two- to
three-year fixed
deposits, however the
interest income is

taxed and compound-
ing is not available. A
30% taxpayer will
receive 5.25% post-tax
FD returns. The EPFO
board also amended
the Employees'
Deposit-Linked

Insurance EDLI pro-
gram to provide a min-
imum payment of Rs
50,000 to EPF mem-
bers who die without
one year of continuous
service.

Delhi: In an effort to
curb the "deface-
ment" of property
and the "use of mus-
cle and money
power," Delhi
University (DU) is
contemplating hold-
ing student union
elections in two
stages. However,
this proposal has
encountered oppo-
sition from both stu-
dents and teachers,
who have deemed it
as an undemocratic
action. At a meeting
of the university's
highest decision-
making body, the
executive council
EC, the subject was
raised. During the
meeting, the admin-
istration presented a
document that sug-
gests restricting vot-
ing for the four
office-bearers of the
Delhi University
Students Union
DUSU to students
who have won union
elections at the col-

lege or department
level. At present, the
leaders of DUSU are
elected by students
directly from more
than 50 colleges.
Following the
court's rebuke of
students for vandal-
izing public property
during last year's
elections, DU sent a
report to the Delhi
High Court, which
contained the rec-
ommendation. In
order to investigate
the matter of
defacement, the
court temporarily
halted the counting
of votes for approxi-
mately two months.
The document

states that in
response, the DU
established a reform
committee and sub-
mitted alternate
solutions to the
court. Among these
options was the
two-tier election
system, which uni-
versity officials justi-
fied as something to
think about in the
future rather than a
definitive choice.
Although no final
decision was
reached., the meet-
ing was deferred
with the possibility
to address the topic
again at the next
meeting as a sepa-
rate agenda item.

Students opposed to the pro-

posed two-stage DUSU elections

Delhi:  Direct bank
account transfers have
been assured for 1,100
out of 1,200 national
and state government
projects, according to
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman.
One hundred hundred
out of one thousand
two hundred federal
and state programs get
their funding sent
straight to their bank
accounts by DBT. She
emphasized that the
Public Financial
Management System is
crucial to the improve-
ment of DBT. She said
that PFMS has allowed
the government to give
benefits directly by cut-
ting out middlemen at
the 49th Civil Accounts

Day festivities. It was
said "Everything is direct
payment, so no middle-
men, no unborn chil-
dren getting
allowances." All recipi-
ents have their funds
deposited into accounts
that have been biomet-
rically verified. Out of
the 1200 national and
state schemes, DBT is in
charge of 1100. By going

digital, PFMS has made
all financial transactions
more transparent and
efficient, doing away
with discrepancies and
delays in fund distribu-
tion. The Minister of
Finance made a point of
mentioning that around
250 external systems,
such as the Government
e-Marketplace, GSTN,
PM Kisan, and TIN 2.0,
connect with PFMS.
Efficient financial trans-
actions and cooperative
federalism are both
facilitated by full inte-
gration. 
Through the integration
of financial systems, the
government may
enhance the tracking of
fund flows and ensure
accountability. 

Delhi:  The sides prom-
ised “concrete steps” to
finish the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic
Corridor. The FTA states
that the parties would
“work as trusted part-
ners to enhance market
access and remove trade
barriers”. Modi and
Leyen stressed IMEC.
Modi said, “Concrete
steps will be taken to
take it forward. The

IMEC will promote glob-
al trade, sustainable
growth, and prosperity.
The IMEC was
announced at the
September 2023 G20 in
New Delhi. India, the US,
Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
and various European
nations are involved.
The corridor will link
India, West Asia, and
Europe via train, road,
and sea. Lal was asked if

Europe would require
lower wine, cheese, and
automobile taxes. Leyen
traveled to India with 22
EU Commissioners. It
emphasizes our value.
India and the EU are and
space cooperation. The
two sides agreed to have
“focused discussions” on
the military sector and
marine domain aware-
ness to strengthen
shared assessment.

Graduates of state universities

are unable to secure employment

due to a lack of English ability

Keep existing FY interest

rate at 8.25%: EPFO board

EU, India will sign FTA by year-end

FM reports 1100 out of 1200 state

and national schemes under DBT

Delhi: Apple will invest over
$500bn in the US over the next
four years, starting with a
Texas advanced manufacturing
complex. Over that period, the
tech giant intended to add
20,000 positions, with the
"vast majority" in R&D, soft-
ware, and AI.How much the
spending accelerates the com-

pany's current activity is
unclear. The amount includes

supplier and Apple TV produc-
tion costs, according to Apple.
Days after Apple CEO Tim Cook
met with President Donald
Trump, who has prioritized US
business investment, the news
was made. It stated that the
250,000-square-foot. Houston
factory will construct servers
"previously manufactured out-

side the US" to power Apple
Intelligence, its AI system. The
iPhone maker said it would
open in 2026 and employ
"thousands". Apple is also
boosting its data center capac-
ity in , Arizona, and Nevada and
doubling its $5bn funding for
Trump's first-term manufactur-
ing fund to $10bn. 

Delhi: U.S. bankruptcy
court rules Riju
Ravindran, Byju's par-
ent business Think &
Learn, and hedge fund
Camshaft Capital guilty
of $533 million fraud
and "breach of fiduci-
ary duty." The belea-
guered edtech business
Byju's Alpha has been
found to have engaged
in several fraudulent
financial transfers and
conversions, according
to a ruling issued by
the Delaware
Bankruptcy Court. Byju
brother Riju Ravindran
was found to have
breached his fiduciary
duty as director of
Byju's Alpha, according
to the court. The

court's clear recogni-
tion that Riju
Ravindran, Camshaft,
and Byju's engaged in a
worldwide fraud
including the theft of
$533 million is some-
thing we are grateful
for. In a statement, the
lenders hailed this as a
major victory in their
fight to reclaim the
stolen assets that prop-
erly belong to them.
Byju successfully
obtained a $1.2 billion

five-year term loan
from Glas Trust
through the establish-
ment of his Alpha spe-
cial purpose financial
organization. Having
defaulted on its loans  ,
Byju's Alpha was
placed under trustee-
ship in March 2023. A
group of 37 banks and
other lending organiza-
tions gave Byju $1.2 bil-
lion.  Byju's Alpha's lim-
ited partnership inter-
est in Camshaft Capital
was transferred to
William Morton's
hedge fund, Camshaft
Capital Fund.
, with the proceeds of
about $533 million in
term loans, according
to the lenders. 

Byju's loses $533 million loan fraud case in US court

Delhi Divya: Using the
success stories of
Punjab and Karnataka,
the NITI Aayog suggests
that state public univer-
sities work with inter-
national language
organizations to pro-
vide programs for
English and foreign lan-
guage proficiency. The
employability of the
students who graduate
from these institutions
is greatly impacted by
their "inadequate" skill
in the English language.
State public universities
are essential to reach-
ing the NEP 2020 objec-
tives; they educate
more than 80% of all
college-aged students
and were the focus of a
new report from the
National Institution of
Transforming India
Aayog, "Expanding
Quality Higher
Education Through
States and State Public
Universities," which

was published. Local
businesses in a lot of
states rely heavily on
outside expertise and
materials. One factor

contributing to this
trend, according to the
poll, is the low English
proficiency among local
kids. 

NEW DELHI: Activity in the
country's manufacturing sec-
tor grew at its slowest pace in
14 months as production and
new orders moderated but it
still remained robust, a survey
showed . The HSBC India
Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers' Index (PMI) regis-
tered a reading of 56.3 in Feb,
down from 57.7 in Jan, but
still indicative of further
improvement in the health of
the sector. The 50-point mark
separates from contraction in
the survey, which is compiled
from responses to question-
naires sent to 400 manufac-
turing firms.

Manufacturing activi-

ty slows to a 14-

month low in February

Apple will invest $500bn and employ 20k in the US

Delhi: The applicant, an environmental activist,
told the National Green Tribunal that more illegal
dyeing facilities were operating in Khyala and
Meethapur village in Delhi after the authorities
alerted them of their actions. The tribunal
ordered the Delhi Pollution Control Committee to
act and report in four weeks. In another matter
related to such units, a joint committee recom-
mended a campaign to sensitize the public about
illegal industrial activity. 

NGT requests DPCC report after plea

says unlawful dyeing units continue.

Delhi: Sunil Bharti
Mittal's business sold
$976 million in India's
No.2 wireless carrier to
raise funding for new
ventures. According to
an exchange state-
ment, Bharti Airtel Ltd.
founder Indian
Continental 
Investment Ltd. sold
0.84 percent interest
or 51 million shares for
Rs 8,485 crore ($976
million), nearly a
fourth of which was
bought by Bharti
Telecom Ltd. Other
investors were not
named in the trade at
Rs 1660.46 per share, a
tiny discount to

Monday's finish of Rs
1,675.6. The document
said the shares were
“allocated only to key
marquee long only
names, both global and
domestic.” Mittal is
investing in Africa and
OneWeb, which
merged with Eutelsat
in 2023, at the time of
the sale. Last year,
closely held Bharti
Enterprises Ltd. bought
24.5% of BT Group Plc.
Bharti Telecom now
owns 40.47 percent of
Airtel, reinforcing its
“previously stated
intent of strengthening
its position .
as the principal vehicle

Mittal's $976 million Airtel stake sale
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