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Lucknow

The government of Yogi Adityanath is taking major steps to
transform Uttar Pradesh into a leading hub for innovation
and startups. In this direction, the Budget 2026-27 has
announced the establishment of U-Hubs in Lucknow and
Gautam Buddh Nagar. The state government believes that
this initiative will strengthen the startup culture in the state
while giving fresh momentum to technology-based enter-
prises. The hub is Planned to be developed on the lines of
the country leading innovation centers with a budgetary
allocation of 100 Crore.Similar to innovation centers estab-
lished in Telangana, Odisha, Kerala and Karnataka, the U-
Hub aims to emerge as a world-class innovation center. Its
Primary objective is to Provide a strong Platform for young
innovators and new ideas. Through this hub, startups and
entrepreneurs will receive the resources, guidance and tech-
nical support required to transform their ideas into success-
ful businesses. This initiative is expected to Promote entre-
preneurship in the state and create new employment oppor-
tunities for the Youth.According to the government Plan,
the hub will be developed on a Plug-and-Play model, where
startups will receive support at every stage - from the initial
phase to scaling up. The center will run incubation, acceler-
ation, research, development and collaboration Programs.
Startups will also get access to mentorship from experts,
opportunities to connect with investors and modern techno-
logical facilities.Experts believe that the establishment of
U-Hub will Promote innovation-driven industries in Uttar
Pradesh. It is expected to encourage the emergence of new
startups in sectors such as Artificial Intelligence,
Information Technology, Financial Technology, Health
Technology and other technology-based fields. This will
also encourage young people to move toward entrepreneur-
ship instead of relying solely on traditional job opportuni-
ties.A Provision of 100 crore has been made in the budget
for this Project. The government believes that this initiative
will inject new energy into the state’s startup ecosystem and
accelerate the growth of technology-driven industries.
Experts also note that the U-Hub will help connect national
and international investors with the startup ecosystem of
Uttar Pradesh. This is expected to increase investment in
the state, lead to the establishment of new companies and
create large-scale employment opportunities for the
Youth.In the coming years, U-Hub could emerge as a major
center for innovation and entrepreneurship in Uttar Pradesh.
It will strengthen the state economy and help the state
establish a strong identity among the leading startup ecosys-

Lucknow

A significant step was

taken today toward the

development of horticultur-

al crops in Uttar Pradesh

and ensuring the availabili-

ty of improved seed vari-

eties to farmers. The 15th

meeting of the Uttar

Pradesh State Seed Sub-

Committee was held at the

Central Institute for

Subtropical Horticulture

(CISH), Telibagh, Lucknow

under the chairmanship of

Additional Chief Secretary,

Horticulture and Food

Processing, B.L Meena.

During the meeting, the

committee constituted by

the Government of India

held detailed discussions

on the release and notifica-

tion of newly developed

varieties of horticultural

Crops.It was informed dur-

ing the meeting that out of

the 12 varieties Presented

in the Previous (14th)

meeting of the State Seed

Sub-Committee, 11 vari-

eties were notified in the

Government Gazette on

September 1, 2025. These

notified varieties include

mango varieties ‘Awadh

Abhay’, ‘Awadh

Samriddhi’, and ‘ICAR

Sagarika’ developed by

CISH, Lucknow.

Additionally, bael varieties

‘Awadh Arpan’ and ‘Awadh

Shreshtha’, pointed gourd

(parwal) varieties ‘Awadh

Suchitra’ and ‘Surekha

Awadh’ and guava variety

‘Awadh Bhushan’ were

also included. Varieties

developed by Acharya

Narendra Dev University

of Agriculture &

Technology, Ayodhya—

Narendra Bael-17,

Narendra Ber-2, and

Narendra Haldi-5—have

also received notification

from the central

Government.In today 15th

meeting, a total of 20 new

varieties from various insti-

tutions were Presented for

release. The Indian

Institute of Vegetable

Research, Varanasi, pre-

sented 15 varieties, includ-

ing 5 of tomato, 2 of Peas

and one each of bitter

gourd, bottle gourd, cluster

bean, winged bean, ama-

ranthus (chaulai), water

chestnut (singhada), baby

corn and lotus. Similarly,

CISH, Lucknow presented

4 varieties—1 of jamun, 1

of bael and 2 of sem

(hyacinth bean). Acharya

Narendra Dev Agricultural

University, Ayodhya also

Presented 1 new variety of

Ber.The release and notifi-

cation of these new vari-

eties will Provide horticul-

turists and farmers in the

state with high-yielding

and disease-resistant crops,

The meeting was attended

by Director of Horticulture

Bhanu Prakash Ram, Joint

Director, along with other

senior officials and agricul-

tural Scientists.

Fatehpur

The newly appointed
Superintendent of Police,
Abhimanyu Manglik, con-
ducted a Public hearing at
the Police office on
Tuesday, where he atten-
tively listened to grievances
brought forward by citizens
from various Parts of the
District.A wide range of
complaints were Presented
during the session, includ-
ing land disputes, family
conflicts, assault cases and
allegations of fraud. Taking
serious note of each appli-
cation, the SP directed con-
cerned officials to ensure
prompt, fair and quality res-
olution of all complaints.
Emphasizing accountability,
the Superintendent of
Police stated that delivering
justice to the Public is the
foremost responsibility of
the Police and any negli-

gence in this regard would
not be tolerated. He
Personally interacted with
the complainants to under-
stand their issues in detail
and in several cases, imme-
diately contacted the
respective station house
officers over the Phone to
issue necessary instructions
for action. Additionally, he
reviewed Pending cases and
warned officials against
unnecessary delays, making
it clear that strict action
would be taken against
those found responsible for

lapses. He reiterated that
Providing timely justice in
line with the government
directives remains a top pri-
ority for the Police depart-
ment. The Public hearing
initiative continues to serve
as an effective Platform for
addressing citizens con-
cerns and strengthening
Public trust in the Police
system. Senior officers and
staff of the department were
also present during the ses-
sion and actively assisted in
the grievance redressal
Process.

Lucknow

To accelerate the develop-
ment of Pumped Storage
Power (PSP) Projects,
Uttar Pradesh Minister for
Industrial Development,
Nand Gopal Gupta ‘Nandi’,
Chaired a high-level review
meeting on Tuesday at the
PICUP Bhawan auditorium
in Lucknow.During the
meeting, discussions were
held on water availability
for proposed projects in
Sonbhadra (Sone River),
Chandauli (Muskhand
Dam), Mirzapur (Adwa
Dam and Belan River) and
Prayagraj (Belan River).
Special emphasis was also
laid on removing regulato-
ry and Procedural hurdles
to ensure smooth imple-
mentation of approved PSP
Projects. These Projects are
expected to Play a crucial
role in strengthening the
state renewable energy
capacity and energy storage
systems.Reiterating the
commitment of the “double
engine government”
towards the effective exe-
cution of PSP Projects,
Minister Nandi assured that
all issues would be
resolved within a defined
timeline.He further stated
that under the leadership of
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, Uttar Pradesh

has emerged as a Preferred
investment destination. The
state government is
Promoting advanced tech-
nologies along with a
robust Ease of Doing
Business (EODB) frame-
work. Assuring full support
to Project developers,
Nandi emphasized
improved inter-departmen-
tal coordination to resolve
issues Promptly.Land-relat-
ed matters were a key agen-
da in the meeting,
Particularly discrepancies
between forest and revenue
records. 
The minister directed the
Forest and Revenue
Departments to coordinate
and ensure time-bound
solutions for PSP
Projects.Representatives
from ten major developers,

including Greenko
Energies Pvt. Ltd., JSW
Energy, Avaada, Torrent
Power, Jharia Pvt. Ltd.,
Adani Green Energy Ltd.,
THDC, ReNew Group,
GSC and Venser, partici-
pated in the Meeting.On
this occasion, Additional
Chief Secretary for
Infrastructure and
Industrial Development
Alok Kumar and CEO of
Invest UP, Vijay Kiran
Anand, along with other
senior officials were also
Present. The Additional
Chief Secretary assured
developers that the state
government is working in a
time-bound manner to
resolve all issues and
ensure the 
swift execution of these
Projects.

Pumped Storage Power Projects
to Gain Momentum: Nandi

Lucknow

With the objective of improving
air quality in Uttar Pradesh, a
significant agreement has been
signed in New Delhi between
the World Bank, the
Government of India, and the
State Government. Under this
agreement, the Uttar Pradesh
Clean Air Management
Program will receive financial
assistance of USD 299.66
Million. The Primary objective
of the Program is to Promote
integrated solutions for improv-
ing air quality and cleanliness
across key sectors such as trans-
port, agriculture and industry,
benefiting not only Uttar
Pradesh but also neighboring
States.The MOU has been
signed in line with the vision of
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.
It was signed on behalf of the
Uttar Pradesh Government by
B. Chandrakala, CEO of the
Clean Air Management
Authority and Secretary of the
Forest, Environment and
Climate Change Department, on
behalf of the Government of
India by Juhi Mukherjee, Joint
Secretary, Department of
Economic Affairs and on behalf
of the World Bank by Paul
Procee, Acting Country
Director for India. Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said,
"Uttar Pradesh is moving
steadily toward becoming a
USD 1 trillion economy.

Economic growth, Productivity
and environmental balance
complement each
Other.Through this program,
prosperity will be measured not
only by GDP but also by clean
Skies, healthy citizens, and a
sustainable Environment."Paul
Procee, Acting Country
Director of the World Bank in
India, said "The program will
help leverage approximately
USD 150 million in private cap-
ital in the transport and MSME
sectors. It will also support
investments in electric buses
and three-wheelers, emission
monitoring systems in indus-
tries and the adoption of clean
technologies to enhance
Productivity. "The Program will
Provide clean cooking solutions
to 3.9 million households in the
state and support more than 700
brick kilns in adopting
r e s o u r c e - e f f i c i e n t
Technologies. It will also
encourage the efficient use of
fertilizers to enhance farmers’
Productivity.This Program is
Part of the World Bank Indo-
Gangetic Plains and Himalayan
Foothills Regional Air Quality
Management initiative, which
has a maturity Period of 10
Years. This joint initiative of
the World Bank and the Uttar
Pradesh Government will not
only help the state tackle air
Pollution but also strengthen its
Path toward environmentally
sustainable Development.

Noida

To Promote industrial
investment in Uttar
Pradesh, the Yogi gov-
ernment continues to
take Proactive steps. In
this direction, land has
been allotted to three
major companies in the
Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority (YEIDA)
area. The allocation was
made on the recommen-
dation of Invest UP, fur-
ther strengthening the
investment climate in
the state. These Projects
will bring in invest-
ments worth over ?3400
crore and are expected
to generate employment
for more than 5700 peo-
ple.Major Investment
and Employment from
Escorts KubotaM/S
Escorts Kubota Limited
has been allotted 154
acres of land in Sector-
10. The company will
establish a manufactur-
ing unit for tractors and
construction equipment.
This Project will
involve an investment
of approximately ?2029
crore and is expected to
create around 4,000

jobs. The unit will
Provide a significant
boost to the agriculture
and infrastructure sec-
tors in the State.Boost
to Agricultural
Machinery Sector by
CNH Industrial.M/S
CNH Industrial India
Pvt. Ltd. has been allot-
ted 100 acres of land in
Sector-8D. The compa-
ny will set up a tractor
manufacturing unit with
an investment of
?1,219.81 crore. This
Project is expected to
generate employment
for about 1200 people.
The investment will
help Position Uttar
Pradesh as a key hub
for agricultural machin-
ery
Manufacturing.Strength
ening Food Processing
Sector with Sun
Organic.M/S Sun
Organic Industries Pvt.
Ltd. has been allotted
30,000 square meters of
land in Sector-8D. The
company will establish
a dry fruit processing
and packaging unit. The
project will involve an
investment of approxi-
mately ?225.16 crore
and is expected to cre-

ate 569 jobs. This will
boost the food process-
ing sector and create
new employment oppor-
tunities at the local
level.Investor
Confidence Rises Due
to Government
PoliciesThe growing
investment in the state
is attributed to the Yogi
government's industry-
friendly policies, single-
window system, and
improved infrastructure.
The Yamuna
Expressway region is
rapidly emerging as an
industrial hub, attracting
major companies. These
projects will not only
generate thousands of
jobs but also strengthen
the local economy.
Additionally, they will
accelerate supply chain,
logistics and industrial
activities, contributing
to the state overall
Development.The Uttar
Pradesh government
aims to make the state a
$1 trillion economy, and
the ongoing investments
in the Yamuna
Expressway region are
seen as a significant
step in that
Direction.

Dehradun

A special statewide cam-

paign will be launched to

curb food adulteration. Along

with sampling of food items,

the campaign will also focus

on Public awareness. In view

of the Char Dham Yatra,

awareness meetings will be

organized at major travel

halts in coordination with

local trade Associations.State

Medical Health and Medical

Education Minister Dr. Dhan

Singh Rawat chaired a

review meeting of the Health

Department and the Food

Safety and Drug

Administration through vir-

tual mode. During the meet-

ing, he directed officials to

conduct a 15-day special

campaign across the state to

Prevent food adulteration.

Under this campaign, food

samples will be collected and

awareness drives will also be

Conducted.Special emphasis

will be Placed on markets

and towns along the Char

Dham Yatra route, where

awareness meetings will be

held with traders and strict

measures will be taken to

Prevent adulteration. The

minister also instructed offi-

cials to prepare a compre-

hensive action plan in view

of the pilgrimage and to take

strict action against offend-

ers.He further directed that

food safety hoardings be

installed along the Yatra

routes, traders must display

information related to food

items and toll-free numbers

outside their establishments

and mobile “Food Safety on

Wheels” vans should be used

to test food items at various

locations. Special inspections

will also be carried out in

weekly markets, fairs and

local haats across the

State.During the meeting,

officials informed that a pro-

posal worth ?7.34 crore had

been sent to the Government

of India for various activities

under the Food Safety

Department, which has now

been approved. The Plan

includes Public awareness

campaigns, seminars, IEC

workshops and the “Eat

Right” Campaign.The virtual

meeting was attended by

Secretary Health and

Commissioner, Food Safety

and Drug Administration

Sachin Kurve, Director

General Health Dr. Sunita

Tamta, Director Medical

Education Dr. Ajay Kumar

Arya, Director Health Dr.

Shikha Jangpangi, Char

Dham Yatra Nodal Officer

Dr. Sujata, Additional

Director Medical Education

Dr. R.S. Bisht, Deputy

Commissioner FDA Ganesh

Kandwal, Additional

Commissioner FDA Tajbar

Singh and Chief Medical

Officers of Dehradun,

Haridwar, Tehri, Pauri,

Rudraprayag, Uttarkashi and

Chamoli Districts.Box

ItemVacant Posts in Food

Safety Department to be

filled on Deputation.Dr.

Dhan Singh Rawat directed

officials to fill long-Pending

vacant Posts, including food

inspectors, in the Food

Safety Department through

deputation. He emphasized

that, in view of the Char

Dham Yatra, it is essential to

address the staff shortage

urgently. 

He also instructed that a pro-

posal seeking approval be

sent to the government at the

Earliest.

Special campaign against food adulteration

to be launched across the state: Dr. Dhan

Investment Momentum Accelerates

in Yamuna Expressway Region,

Land Allotted to Three Companies

Agreement Signed between the

World Bank and the Uttar Pradesh

Govt to improve air Quality

U-Hub to transform the

landscape of innovation and

Entrepreneurship in UP

15th Meeting of Uttar Pradesh State
Seed Sub-Committee Concluded

SP Abhimanyu Manglik Holds Public Hearing,

Orders For Swift and Fair Resolution
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Prayagraj. To accelerate devel-
opment works and ensure the
systematic expansion of the
urban area, the 142nd Board
Meeting of the Prayagraj
Development Authority (PDA)
was held on Wednesday at
Gandhi Auditorium. The meet-
ing was presided over by
Divisional Commissioner and
Authority Chairperson, Soumya
Agarwal. Present at the meeting
were District Magistrate
Manish Verma, Vice
Chairperson Rishi Raj,
Municipal Commissioner Sai
Teja, Secretary Ajit Singh, and
other officials. During the meet-
ing, detailed discussions were
held regarding the holistic
development of the city and the
expansion of the Authority's
jurisdiction under the 'Chief
Minister's Urban Expansion and
New City Promotion Scheme.'
Officials were directed to assess
requirements and prepare pro-
posals expeditiously. A decision
was taken to conduct a drone
survey to ensure transparency
and efficiency in land manage-
ment within the Authority's
jurisdiction. Under this initia-
tive, urban boundaries will be
demarcated, lands belonging to

the Improvement Trust will be
verified, and land records will
be digitized. By cross-referenc-
ing images captured by drones
with existing maps, any dis-
crepancies can be accurately
identified. Officials were also
instructed to compile online

records for government, Nazul
(leasehold), and other public
lands. The meeting also
addressed the sale of vacant
flats within the Authority's resi-
dential schemes. Members sug-
gested that the pricing of these
flats be revised—after studying

the rates offered by private
developers—to provide relief to
the general public. The
Chairperson gave assurances
that the pricing would be deter-
mined in strict accordance with
government guidelines and pre-
vailing market conditions.

Furthermore, a proposal to
select a Project Management
Unit (PMU) to oversee various
projects and ensure quality
standards was approved.
Additionally, a consensus was
reached on appointing consult-
ants to provide technical and

administrative support for land-
related operations. 

Officials expressed
confidence that these decisions
would accelerate development
activities and facilitate the
timely completion of various
schemes.

Prayagraj Development Authority’s
142nd Board Meeting: Emphasis on
City Expansion and Drone Surveys

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj: With the objective of
providing better healthcare facili-
ties to patients, several Additional
District Magistrates (ADMs) of
the district conducted a surprise
inspection of the Swaroop Rani
Nehru Hospital on Wednesday.
During the inspection, while tak-
ing stock of the hospital's
arrangements, aspects such as
cleanliness, attendance of doc-
tors, medicine distribution, and
treatment protocols were scruti-
nized. Several deficiencies came
to light during this process, and
directives were issued to rectify
them immediately.ADM (Nazul)
Sanjay Pandey inspected the
Emergency and Trauma Center.
While the cleanliness here was
found to be satisfactory, the
Consultant-in-Charge was found
to be absent from the Triage
Room. Additionally, the duty
chart was not displayed.
Consequently, he issued direc-
tives stating that the duty chart for
junior doctors must be prepared
one day in advance and displayed

before 8:00 AM. In the Pathology
Lab, a technician was found to be
absent, while the door to the X-
ray room was found broken, pos-
ing a security risk to the staff.
Directives were issued to have
this repaired immediately.ADM
(Namami Gange) Sanjeev
Kumar Shakya inspected the
wards located in the old building.
Here, the cleanliness in the wards
and restrooms was found to be
good. Patients were being provid-
ed with drinking water and most
medicines directly by the hospi-
tal. Certain medicines are being
dispensed through the AMRIT
Pharmacy and the Jan Aushadhi

Kendra. Due to a shortage of X-
ray films, patients are currently
being provided with their reports
via mobile devices or on paper
printouts.The new building was
inspected by ADM
(Administration) Pooja Mishra
and ADM (Supply) Vijay
Sharma. During their inspection,
senior doctors were found to be
absent from the Neurology OPD,
while junior doctors were
observed attending to patients.
Although duty charts were posted
in the wards, the specific timings
were not indicated. Some of the
CCTV cameras installed within
the hospital premises were also

found to be non-functional.ADM
(City) Satyam Mishra described
the cleanliness arrangements
within the hospital premises as
satisfactory. Most doctors and
paramedical staff members were
found to be present on duty. He
issued strict directives ensuring
that no employee remains absent
without prior permission.
Additionally, the need to clear
unauthorized parking within the
hospital premises and to conduct
fire and electrical safety audits
was emphasized.Additional
District Magistrate (Finance and
Revenue), Vinita Singh, also
found the arrangements to be sat-
isfactory during her inspection,
though she issued directives to all
staff members to ensure their
punctual attendance. The distri-
bution of medicines at the count-
er was observed to be taking
place on a regular basis.Officials
stated that periodic inspections
would continue in order to further
enhance the hospital's arrange-
ments, thereby ensuring that
patients receive quality health-
care services. 
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Prayagraj| The Allahabad
High Court has stayed the
arrest of Swami
Avimukteshwaranand, who is
accused of sexually abusing
minor *Batuks* (students).
The Court had directed
Ashutosh Maharaj—the
plaintiff who filed the case—
to present his arguments and
evidence. On Tuesday, amidst
tight security, Ashutosh
Maharaj filed a response
spanning approximately 883
pages in the High
Court.Opposing the
Shankaracharya's bail and
demanding his immediate
arrest, Ashutosh Maharaj sub-
mitted a voluminous bundle
of documents to the High
Court. Regarding the contents
of the 883-page response,
Ashutosh Maharaj stated that
he has submitted several sig-
nificant facts and pieces of
evidence, in the form of doc-
uments, to the Court.
Ashutosh Maharaj has also
filed his *Vakalatnama*
(Power of Attorney) to per-
sonally represent himself in
this case.In his response,
while opposing the

Shankaracharya's bail,
Ashutosh Maharaj raised
concerns regarding the safety
and security of the *Batuks*.
He stated that he has filed a
crucial response in the Court
and remains hopeful that he
will receive justice.Refusal to
Appear on March
12Ashutosh Maharaj—who
filed the sexual harassment
case against Swami 
Avimukteshwaranand—is
now expressing his displeas-
ure and adopting an aggres-
sive stance against the UP
Police themselves. In fact,
Ashutosh Maharaj failed to
present his arguments in the
High Court on the scheduled
date.In the matter concerning
the stay on
Avimukteshwaranand's

arrest and the granting of
anticipatory bail, Ashutosh
Maharaj was required to pres-
ent his arguments, submit evi-
dence, and file necessary doc-
uments in the High Court by
March 12.Ashutosh Maharaj
did not present his case in
Court; instead, he laid the
entire blame for this failure
upon the administration. He
alleged that adequate security
cover was not provided to
him and that his life remains
under threat. Following an
attack on him aboard the
Rewa Express, Ashutosh
Maharaj has been staying at
an undisclosed location. He
maintains that despite repeat-
ed requests to the administra-
tion, he has not been provided
with sufficient security.

883-Page Response Opposing

Shankaracharya's Bail: Ashutosh

Maharaj Presents His Case in

Court, Submits Apology for Delay

*Surprise Inspection of Swaroop Rani

Hospital Reveals Several Flaws; Directives

Issued to Improve Arrangements
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Prayagraj | A husband
attacked and murdered his
wife using a sharp-edged
weapon. After committing the
murder, the husband fled the
scene, leaving the body
behind. Upon receiving infor-
mation about the incident, the
police arrived at the spot.
Speaking to the police, the
couple's 6-year-old son
recounted: "Dad was stran-
gling Mom last night. When I
woke up, he scolded me and
told me to go back to
sleep."The deceased woman
has been identified as Sangita

Devi (32), a mother of two
young children. Domestic dis-
cord is reported to be the
motive behind the incident.

Currently, the police are
investigating the matter. The
crime occurred within the
jurisdiction of the Sarai

Inayat Police Station. The
entire incident took place in
the village of Patti Chheet,
located within the Sarai
Inayat police station area.
Shailesh Kumar lived here
with his wife, Sangita. The
couple had been married for
13 years. They have two sons:
Shivam (12 years old) and
Siddharth (6 years old).
Sangita Devi was a resident
of the Sheikhpur locality in
Phulpur and was the youngest
of three sisters.Late on
Tuesday night, a dispute arose
between the husband and wife
over some issue. As the argu-
ment escalated, the husband

first strangled his wife.
Subsequently, he attacked her
with a sharp-edged weapon.
Blood splattered across the
room during the
attack.Hearing the sounds of
their parents, the children—
who were sleeping in the
room—woke up. The children
witnessed their father stran-
gling their mother. When both
children began to scream,
their father scolded them into
silence and put them back to
bed.

On Wednesday morning,
around 5:00 AM, a neighbor
named Anupama Rao arrived
to call Sangita for work in the

fields. Despite calling out
repeatedly, no one came out
of the house. A short while
later, the children emerged
from the house, crying and
screaming. When Anupama
went inside, she found
Sangita lying on the floor.
There were injury marks on
her head, and her tongue was
protruding.Upon hearing the
commotion, local residents
gathered at the scene. Upon
receiving the information, the
112 police unit and a team
from the Sarai Inayat police
station arrived at the scene.
The police have initiated an
investigation.

Wife Murdered in Front of Son: Innocent Child Tells Police—"Dad Strangled Mom at Night and Scolded Us
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The sins of fathers shall be vis-
ited upon the sons—this omi-
nous pronouncement in the
Bible has now come true for
Tulip Siddiq, a 42-year-old
minister in the British govern-
ment, but with a twist. In her
case, it wasn’t her father’s sins
that visited upon her but
those allegedly committed by
her aunt, the deposed prime
minister of Bangladesh,
Sheikh Hasina Wazed. And it
cost Siddiq her job. Slapped
with a range of corruption
charges by Bangladesh’s Anti-
Corruption Committee (ACC),
which forced an internal gov-

ernment inquiry, Siddiq has
strenuously denied any
wrongdoing—except that of
ignorance about benefiting
from dubious transactions.
But she has paid the price and
resigned as UK treasury minis-
ter on Tuesday, though she
stressed that an independent
review found she had “not
breached the ministerial
code”. If the sins of aunts can
impact nieces, then can
daughters escape their moth-
ers’?  Ever since Siddiq’s case
hit the headlines, the spotlight
has slowly but surely turned
to Sheikh Hasina’s daughter,

Saima Wazed, also known as
Putul, who was elected
regional director of the World
Health Organisation’s
Southeast Asia branch amid
considerable controversy in
February 2024. An editorial in
the eminent medical journal
The Lancet had earlier ques-
tioned if she was fit for the
job, as she only held a mas-
ter’s degree in psychology
while rival aspirants were doc-
tors with years of public
health experience. The ACC
has now initiated a probe into
how she got the job: on her
own merit or her mother’s

intervention as prime minis-
ter. All eyes are now on Putul
and whether she’ll be forced
to follow in her cousin’s foot-
steps. What does it all mean
for 77-year-old Sheikh Hasina,
who has been sheltering in
New Delhi since fleeing Dhaka
on 5 August after a violent
student uprising against her
15-year continuous tenure as
Bangladesh’s prime minister?
There is no doubt that the
charges being hurled at her,
her family, and her friends are
coloured by political prejudice
from those now in power in
Bangladesh. 

As India approaches its 75th Republic Day, the
nation has achieved a significant milestone in
strengthening its naval capabilities. In an
exceptional move reflecting strategic foresight,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently com-
missioned three advanced naval platforms in a
single day: a destroyer, a frigate, and a subma-
rine. However, in a fast-changing security envi-
ronment in the Indo-Pacific, the developments
in naval capabilities must be measured in a rel-
ative context— capabilities of arch rivals and a
swiftly evolving security domain, that is. Now,
five points need to be underscored in this con-
text. The commissioning of advanced naval
platforms highlights India’s aspiration to estab-
lish itself as a net security provider in the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR). Over the years, India’s
maritime security strategy has significantly
evolved. The 2015 Security and Growth for All
in the Region (SAGAR) vision reflects India’s
dedication to fostering regional cooperation in
the Indo-Pacific. This vision is supported by ini-
tiatives such as the Indian Ocean Rim
Association (IORA) and the Indian Ocean Island
Countries (IOIC), which emphasise coastal con-
nectivity and sustainable development. PM
Modi’s address at the 2018 Shangri-La Dialogue
further reinforced India’s strategic perspective
for the Indo-Pacific. The SAGAR vision has
gained traction through frameworks such as
the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI) and the
Information Fusion Centre for the Indian Ocean
Region (IFC-IOR), aiming to tackle regional
security issues and counter China’s expanding
influence. While China’s People’s Liberation
Army Navy (PLAN) has grown to become the
world’s largest by fleet size, it still lacks the
operational capabilities and combat experience
of the United States. India’s navy, although the
smallest of its armed forces, has consistently
demonstrated efficiency and timely acquisi-
tions. Compared to the Indian Air Force, which
faces critical squadron shortages, the navy
pragmatically acknowledges domestic limita-
tions in engine development. It relies on for-
eign collaborations to fill gaps, ensuring
progress. However, I’ll turn to that later. To
establish itself as a net security provider, the
Indian Navy must sustain the momentum it has
recently achieved in naval defence exports.
Although this initiative began in earnest only in
2011, it gained significant traction after 2016.
India has transitioned from being a cautious
supplier of naval equipment, primarily target-
ing countries such as Mauritius, Sri Lanka, and
the Philippines, to a more prominent player in
defence exports. For many years, India’s
exports to nations such as Seychelles, the
Maldives, Mauritius, and Sri Lanka were limited
to refurbished ex-navy and coast guard vessels.
However, this trend has undergone a remark-
able transformation in recent years. Naval
ships, as of 2024, account for over 61 per cent
of India’s total defence exports. This shift high-
lights India’s growing capability to manufacture
advanced platforms and its determination to
emerge as a dependable supplier of defence
equipment to neighbouring countries. This
development is a critical component of India’s
regional and maritime strategy, especially given
China’s rapid ascent in modernising PLAN and
expanding its influence in the Indian Ocean by
providing naval assets to smaller nations. China
has already established itself as the leading
defence exporter to both Pakistan and
Bangladesh. 
It delivered two Ming-class submarines to
Bangladesh in 2017, gifted a P625 frigate to Sri
Lanka in 2019, and committed to export-
ing Yuan-class submarines to
Thailand. Although the Thai deal
encountered difficulties when
Germany refused to supply
key propulsion components.

The Union government’s
capital expenditure (capex)
continues to be a cause for
concern. Of course, the
extent of its decline has
reduced somewhat — from
35 per cent at the end of the
first quarter of the current
financial year to 15 per cent
at the end of six months.
But the latest number for
the April-November 2024-
25 period shows that the
Union government’s capex
was still 12 per cent lower
than what it was in the same
period of 2023-24. Instead
of aiming for the targeted 17
per cent growth to ~11.11
trillion in capex for 2024-25,
the government will have to
strive hard to at least cross
the figure of ~9.48 trillion
reached last year. What has
led to this decline? A widely
held view is that the seven-
phase general elections,
which began on April 19 and
ended on June 1 last year,
caused a slowdown in
capex. But if that indeed is
the reason, the decline in
capex in the first quarter
should have been reversed
in the second quarter of
2024-25. And certainly, the
first two months of the third
quarter should have raised
the trajectory of capex
growth to a higher level.
There has been some
improvement, but a 12 per
cent decline in the April-
November 2024-25 period is
no comfort. Look at the
slightly different trajectory
seen in the Union govern-
ment’s revenue expenditure
growth during the same
period. The Budget for
2024-25 had projected a rise
of over 6 per cent to ~37.1
trillion in revenue expendi-

ture. At the end of June
2024, the growth was just
about 2 per cent, but it has
been rising since then,
reaching 4.2 per cent by the
end of the first six months of
2024-25 and climbing even
higher to 7.8 per cent during
April-November 2024-25.
So, if revenue expenditure
has gained momentum, why
has capex failed to follow
suit? A close analysis of the
government’s capex num-
bers presents an interesting
picture. Over 90 per cent of
the Centre’s total capex dur-
ing 2024-25 was accounted
for by just six sectors —
roads, railways, defence,
telecom, transfer to states
and new schemes. Their
share in total capex in 2023-
24 was a little less at 87 per
cent. But the 12 per cent
decline in the first eight
months of 2024-25 is prima-
rily the result of a marked
slowdown in only two of
these six areas — roads and
defence, which accounted
for over 40 per cent of the
total capex outlay for 2024-
25. Capex on the construc-
tion of roads and highways
fell by 16 per cent, while
defence saw a decline of 15
per cent. This is serious and
has worrying implications

for both infrastructure and
defence. The problem of
slowing expenditure in
these two areas should not
have been difficult to fix.
Either effective monitoring
of spending is lacking, or
there are serious problems
with project execution,
reflecting the poor expendi-
ture-absorbing capacity of
these two sectors. This is
borne out by a relatively
good performance of the
Indian Railways, which
accounts for over 22 per
cent of this year’s capex. At
~1.68 trillion, the Indian
Railways’ capex is just about
1 per cent lower than its
spending during April-
November 2023. With
regard to the transfer of
special assistance as loans
to states for their capex and
additional central assistance
for their externally aided
projects, the Union govern-
ment’s performance was
slightly better. In the April-
November 2024-25 period,
these transfers rose by
about 5 per cent, although
much lower than the bud-
geted increase of 41 per
cent. 

In contrast, such
transfers during the entire
2023-24 had risen sharply

by about 24 per cent to
~1.15 trillion. It appears that
these transfers will take a hit
in the current year and for
the first time since this ini-
tiative to help states boost
their capex was undertaken
a couple of years ago.
Significantly, this has not yet
adversely impacted the
states in a big way. The
capex of 25 states (account-
ing for 95 per cent of all the
states’ and Union territo-
ries’ total capex budget) has
risen by just about 1 per
cent in the April-November
2024-25 period, although
states like Andhra Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh, Kerala,
Mizoram, Odisha,
Telangana, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, and West
Bengal saw their capex fall
by varying margins.
Eventually, however, this
will have an adverse impact
on the states’ capex pro-
gramme and its growth-
enhancing effect. There are
two more sectors that
account for another 13 per
cent of the Centre’s capital
expenditure budget. But
they bring out an intriguing
aspect of why the govern-
ment’s capex has been slow-
ing. They suffer from a pecu-
liar problem, which has
nothing to do with either
the relevant sectors’ expen-
diture-absorbing capacity or
the absence of effective
expenditure monitoring.
The bulk of the capex under
telecommunications was
meant for infusing equity
into state-owned Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Ltd, or BSNL.
Of the total capex of ~0.84
trillion, the proposed
amount for BSNL’s equity
infusion accounted for as

much as ~0.83 trillion. But
the total expenditure under
this head in the first eight
months of 2024-25 is only 6
percent of what has been
budgeted. In other words, a
decision to transfer the
equity amount promised to
BSNL would increase the
government’s capex by a
significant margin. Why this
money has not been trans-
ferred is puzzling. Last year,
against a budgeted BSNL
equity infusion of ~0.53 tril-
lion, the actual infusion was
higher at ~0.65 trillion. This
year, no action on this front
even after eight months is a
puzzle as this failure also
contributes significantly to
the decline in the Centre’s
capex. More importantly,
the Budget for 2024-25 had
allocated a significant
amount of ~0.66 trillion for
capex on central sector
schemes and projects. Of
this, a large chunk, estimat-
ed at ~0.62 trillion, was ear-
marked for new schemes
that the government would
announce during the year.
However, in the first eight
months of the current year,
only 4 percent of that total
outlay has been used up,
leaving ~0.63 trillion yet to
be spent. It is likely that the
government may not need
this amount or it may have
kept its powder dry to meet
any new schemes that it
might announce later in the
year, for which such capital
allocations will be useful.
For the Union finance min-
istry, currently busy prepar-
ing the Budget for 2025-26,
such a state of play with
regard to slowing capital
expenditure could well be
an opportunity.

Extension of the Production Linked
Incentive (PLI) scheme for solar ener-
gy value chain, increased allocation
towards PM Suryaghar Muft Bijlee
Yojana, and greater thrust to distri-
bution and transmission infrastruc-
ture are likely to be the key features
of the upcoming Budget, as far as the
energy sector is concerned. Sources
said these proposals figured not only
in the budget wish lists of the indus-
try, but also in the respective recom-
mendations from the ministries of
power and renewable energy to the
finance ministry , ahead of the
Budget. “Given the success of PM
Suryaghar scheme with almost
600,000 installations in just nine
months since its launch, one could
probably see additional allocation to
target more households,” said
Ashwin Jacob, partner at Deloitte
India. “As far as evacuation of power
from offshore wind projects is con-
cerned, we would want to see the
VGF or budgetary support to contin-
ue or get enhanced,” he added. “We
hope to see a decisive increase in
funding to accelerate the green ener-
gy transition. Priorities must include
scaling renewable energy by address-
ing grid and transmission challenges,
advancing Battery Energy Storage
Systems (BESS) for grid stability and
reliable power, doubling energy effi-
ciency and digitalizing the energy
sector through AI, smart meters, and
data-driven solutions. Streamlining
rooftop solar programs with simpli-
fied approvals, financing, and moni-
toring is equally vital,” said Saurabh
Kumar, Vice President – India, Global
Energy Alliance for People and Planet
(GEAPP). Sharat Goyal, CEO of
Impact Infracap also expects the gov-
ernment to remove restrictions on
state wise caps on roof top capacity
for net-metering for industrial estab-
lishments. “Further, adoption of bat-
teries to substitute use of diesel gen-
erators for back-up power should
receive incentives and policy support

given their role in reducing depend-
ence on imports,” he said. While the
government is increasingly working
towards enhancing the country’s RE
capacity, the distribution and trans-
mission infrastructure for its evacua-
tion still needs to be strengthened.
With the peak demand for power
growing at a rate of 8-9% annually,
the industry is looking forward to
strengthening of climate resilient
infrastructure augmentation. “One
can expect new allocations towards
augmentation of power distribution
infrastructure, especially in high den-
sity/ urban load centres, in view of
the sharp rise in peak demand over
the last few years,” said Anujesh
Dwivedi, Partner at Deloitte India. He
noted that there may be some allo-
cation towards supporting the
preparatory work especially on the
listing of power utilities, or some
incentive mechanism for promoting
initiatives on private sector participa-
tion or listing of utilities at the state
level because they are increasingly
being seen as the much needed
structural reforms the sector needs.
The industry is optimistic of a wider
coverage of the Revamped
Distribution Sector Scheme by
including smart metering in infra-
structure definition.
“This would direct more financing

for a sector which seeks to bring
down India’s transmission and distri-
bution losses to 12% and improve
recovery for state utilities,” Goyal
said. Goyal also noted that power
transmission despite significant
potential has not seen any notable
monetisation events which could
address the latent investor demand.
“Government should announce a
time-bound privatisation programme
for assets owned by PGCIL,” he said.
The sector also sees the PLI scheme
for solar value chain to continue with
possible reduction in the duty struc-
tures for solar equipment. Jacob
highlighted that there may.

Investors line-up for Excitel's 

$200-million equity deal

On January 20, 1981, on the day
Ronald Reagan took over as the new
US president, Iran freed 52 American
hostages it had been holding for over
a year. That projected Reagan as a
strong leader sending a powerful sig-
nal to US allies and its foes. His pred-
ecessor, Jimmy Carter, did all the
negotiations and tried his best to
have the hostages released while he
was still the president. But Tehran
would not let him take the glory.
Forty-four years on, Donald Trump is
taking the credit for the Gaza cease-
fire deal, which will come into effect a
day before his inauguration, cement-
ing his reputation as a tough leader.
Biden can say that the deal happened
under his watch. But there is no
doubt that it was Trump whose pres-
sure led to achieve the goal. He
declared on his social media platform
Truth Social: “This EPIC ceasefire
agreement could have only hap-
pened as a result of our Historic
Victory in November, as it signalled to
the entire World that my

Administration would seek Peace and
negotiate deals to ensure the safety
of all Americans, and our Allies.” Days
after he threatened that there better
be a Gaza deal by his January 20 inau-
guration or “all hell would break out”,
his special envoy to the Middle East,
Steven Witkoff, landed in Tel Aviv last
Saturday. It was the Sabbath, the day
of rest for Jews. But Witkoff insisted
on meeting the Israeli Prime Minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu, that day. At
their meeting, he conveyed Trump's
message that the incoming President
of the United States wanted to end
the Gaza war and demanded that a
ceasefire agreement be signed imme-
diately. The format of the three-stage
deal announced on Wednesday was
proposed by Biden in May last year
and was later also endorsed by the
UN Security Council. But both Hamas
and Israel kept dragging the negotia-
tions over it. In Isreal, Netanyahu
refused to give any concessions to
Hamas and continued with his brute
military operation in Gaza.

Will Israel-Hamas Ceasefire
Really Lead To Peace?

India’s naval advance-

ments will fuel its Indian

Ocean ambitions

Slowing capital expenditure is good. Don’t

invest in BSNL, save for shortfall instead

Tulip’s resignation in the UK is troublesome
for Hasina. Spotlight on daughter Saima
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Perfume manufacturing is
the focus of the newest DU

course
Delhi : As one enters this studio in the middle of
Hindu College at Delhi University, they are greet-
ed by pulsating scents and a diverse range of
notes, from sweet to spicy, balmy to effluvious.
Instead of books, pupils in this classroom-like
setup experiment with different combinations of
essential oils to produce scents that they associ-
ate with their favourite perfumes. Enter the
Sanganeria Olfactory Studio, a place that looks
like a cleanroom
but functions
more like the
Hogwarts House
of Potions from
the beloved
Harry Potter
books. In accor-
dance with the
New Education
Policy, 2020, the
college has insti-
tuted a new cer-
tificate program
c a l l e d
" S u s t a i n a b l e
Perfumery: the
art of creating
fragrances and nurturing careers," which is held
at the studio. According to Benu Arora, a faculty
member affiliated with the course, it is the first of
its sort in the country. The course's concept
emerged during the development of the
Undergraduate Curriculum Framework. This
course is 11 months long. Since the nation lacks
any formal education programs teaching people
how to create their own fragrances, we recog-
nized a significant unmet need in the market and
set out to provide it. Hindu College principal Anju
Srivastava explained that the lengthy implemen-
tation process was due to the fact that, when the
curriculum was drafted, it was forwarded to spe-
cialists and knowledge partners for refinement.   

Delhi : Kerala's gov-
ernment has cut
minority community
scholarships by 50%,
putting thousands of
students' education at
risk, citing the finan-
cial crisis. Nine of the
11 minority welfare
scholarship programs
originally allotted Rs
13.6 crore are affect-
ed by the decision.
The Government says
the plan size reduc-
tion is a priority, but
the disproportionate
cut to minority stu-
dent educational sup-
port raises questions
about governmental
priorities and social
justice. Twitter shares
The Prof Joseph
M u n d a s s e r y
Scholarship, which
received Rs 5.2 crore
this year, suffered
most. It has saved
Muslim, Sikh, Jain,
and Parsi high-achiev-
ing children by paying
Rs 10,000 to those
who scored A-Plus in
all SSLC subjects and
Rs 15,000 to those

who scored 80% in
upper secondary or
75% in vocational
higher secondary. It
ensured that bright
students from under-
privileged back-
grounds were not
forced to drop out
due to financial con-
straints by prioritizing
BPL students and pro-
viding provisions to
economically weaker
APL students. The cru-
cial APJ Abdul Kalam
Scholarship for minor-
ity students has also
been cut in half.
Those admitted to
g o v e r n m e n t -
approved colleges on
merit, with priority
for BPL families,

receive the Rs 6,000
grant. Since it
reserves 30% of funds
for female students,
the reduction could
hurt young women
from poor families
who already struggle
to enter higher educa-
tion. Another affected
program is the
Mother Teresa
Scholarship, which
helps Christian, Sikh,
Buddhist, Jain, and
Parsi students in gov-
ernment nursing and
paramedical diploma
programs. Many
aspiring nurses and
paramedics, whose
families cannot afford
professional training,
may have to quit. 

Delhi: The State
Planning Commission
SPC found that Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin's breakfast
policy had improved
health and education
in government
schools. which shows
that hospital visits
among government
primary school pupils
reduced by 68.4% in
rural areas and 29.4%
in urban areas
throughout this peri-
od, illustrating the
program's impact on
nutritionally chal-
lenged regions. In
addition to health
metrics, the Tamil
Nadu State Planning
Commission reported
to Stalin on 13 March
that the plan has
increased student
involvement in class.
Nearly 5,300 urban
and rural children
showed improve-
ments in attention
and comprehension.
Students' attention
without urging grew

from 85.8 percent to
93.7 percent, and
their ability to follow
teachers' instructions
increased from 91.3
percent to 95.5 per-
cent.  Students are
also completing more
written work, rising
from 89.6% to 95.4%.
The ability to learn
new content
increased from 88.1
percent to 92.5 per-
cent, while lesson
recall increased from
71.4 percent to 77
percent. Nearly 5,300

urban and rural chil-
dren showed
improvements in
attention and com-
prehension. Students'
attention without urg-
ing grew from 85.8
percent to 93.7 per-
cent, and their ability
to follow teachers'
instructions increased
from 91.3 percent to
95.5 percent.
Students are also
completing more
written work.
rising from 89.6% to

95.4%. 

Delhi: The Supreme Court called Punjab's med-
ical colleges' extension of the non-resident
Indian (NRI) quota a “fraud” that excludes meri-
torious candidates. A bench chaired by Chief
Justice of India (CJI) Dhananjaya Y Chandrachud
dismissed petitions challenging a Punjab and
Haryana high
court ruling that
invalidated the
Punjab govern-
ment's proposal to
widen the NRI
quota criteria to
include distant rel-
atives. We must
end NRI quotas today! The bench, which includ-
ed Justices JB Pardiwala and Manoj Misra, said
the NRI quota was being used to circumvent
merit-based admissions. The bench called such
a broad interpretation of NRI eligibility, which
permitted distant relatives to qualify, a “money-
spinning tactic” that undermined the school sys-
tem. “All three petitions fail. Keep this under
control. This scam must end. This NRI business is
a scam. Senior counsel Shadan Farasat stated
that Himachal Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh previ-
ously employed the larger NRI quota interpreta-
tion during the hearing. The Court rejected
these arguments, stressing that the larger defi-
nition weakened merit and permitted less
deserving individuals to be admitted based on
money and connections rather than academic.
performance. The panel agreed with Bhandari

that NRI quotas should be kept for real NRIs and
merit should not be ignored. 

Delhi: As the Centre and Tamil
Nadu argue over the contro-
versial “three-language formu-
la” in schools under the
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, most Hindi-speak-
ing states, including those
ruled by non-BJP parties, offer
Sanskrit as a third language of
study. Non-Hindi-speaking
states usually offer Hindi.
Private schools are offering for-
eign languages as third lan-
guages due to student
demand.  The method allows
states to choose Indian lan-
guages for government and
private schools. Most states
have implemented the “three-
language formula” up to Class
8, with some extending it to
Class 10. Tamil Nadu, however,
has a two-language policy.

Hindi, Sanskrit, and other lan-
guages are taught as third lan-
guages in most states, along
with the region's mother
tongue and English, depending
on the medium of teaching.
French, German, and Spanish
are also in demand in Hindi-
and non-Hindi-speaking coun-
tries. The Tamil Nadu govern-

ment has refused to sign an
MoU with the Centre to imple-
ment the PM Schools for Rising
India (PM-SHRI) scheme, which
aims to upgrade 14,500
schools and make them model
schools that embody NEP
2020, citing concerns about
the “three-language formula”
and Hindi language imposition.

Delhi: To eradicate
corruption and speed
up accreditation, the
National Assessment
and Accreditation
Council (NAAC) has
stopped physical col-
lege inspections.
Accreditation teams
will now perform
evaluations exclusive-
ly online, replacing
on-cams visits with
virtual examina-
tions.But for colleges,
the changeover will
be hybrid; most
inspections will be
remote, but some
reviewers will still
visit campuses to
retain some monitor-
ing.The decision fol-

lows the CBI's recent
arrests in the case
involving Andhra
Pradesh's Koneru
Lakshmaiah Education
Foundation (KLEF),
where management
reportedly bribed
NAAC peer visit
inspectors for good
ratings."We chose to
do whatever it takes

to eliminate corrup-
tion. "Stopping in-
person visits will
greatly reduce the
issue," stated NAAC
executive committee
head Prof Anil
Sahasrabudhe. "With
so many weekly
inspection visits, it
was hard to track
what happened. Now,
all this is
recorded."NAAC head
Ganesan Kannabiran
hailed the switch to
online inspection a
"surgical strike"
against corruption.
The latest CBI lawsuit
challenged NAAC's
peer review system. 

Delhi: The Delhi DoE
has instructed all
schools to prohibit ille-
gal parking and honk-
ing. In response to
increased noise and
congestion outside
schools, the Delhi
Pollution Control
Committee  DPCC
wrote to civic bodies,
including DoE, with
directives. New guide-
lines require private
unaided recognized
schools to create a
silence zone aware-
ness plan and issue
letters to SHOs to
reduce illegal parking
and honking.  All
deputy directors of
education (DDEs) at
the district and zonal
levels have been asked
to inform school heads
and ensure compli-
ance with these meas-
ures. Dr. CS Verma,
DoE deputy director at
science. Order empha-
sized school zone traf-
fic restriction. Officials
said the initiative
improves learning con-
ditions. "Traffic con-
gestion outside
schools has been a
long-standing issue,
with frequent com-
plaints from parents
and residents about
vehicles blocking gates

and causing excessive
honking," a DoE
spokeswoman said.
Mount Abu School
principal Jyoti Arora in
Rohini said illegal
parking and honking
around Delhi schools
are longstanding diffi-
culties. "We are fight-
ing a court case
regarding an illegal
auto stand near one of
our schools," she said,
adding that morning
traffic is terrible. E-
rickshaws and street
vendors choke roads,
she said. Delhi Parents'
Association president
Aprajita Gautam said
most schools are in
traffic zones and may
struggle to comply.
Parents should limit
horn use to reduce
this. School trans-
portation limitations
and no-honking signs .

Honking ban ordered by

DoE for schools
Delhi: The US embassy
in India reported the
cancellation of over
2,000 visa applications.
Indians are one of the
largest groups of immi-
grants to the US for
labor, tourism, and
study. Fraud prompted
the US Embassy in India
crackdown. Due to "bad
actors" or bots' severe
appointment system
infractions, the embassy
deactivated their
accounts. "Consular
Team India cancels
2,000 bot-made visa
appointments. We don't
tolerate agents and fix-
ers who break schedul-
ing rules. "Effective
immediately, we are
cancelling these
appointments and sus-

pending the associated
accounts' scheduling
privileges," said the
message. US visa appli-
cations in India are
already backlogged,
notably for B1 and B2
applicants. This visa is
for business and
tourism. Application
wait times in 2022-23
ranged from 800 to
1,000 days. New Delhi
has regularly expressed
reservations about the
wait time with

Washington. In 2022,
foreign affairs minister S
Jaishankar complained
to then-US secretary of
state Antony Blinken
about visa delays. The
Biden administration
blamed COVID-19 for
the backlog. During his
January visit to
Washington for Donald
Trump's inauguration,
Jaishankar raised the
issue again with Marco
Rubio, Blinken's succes-
sor.

Delhi: The University of
Delhi (DU) now allows
students to pursue two
degrees simultaneously.
DU students can enroll in
one degree through the
normal mode at any DU-
affiliated college or
department and a second
through Open and
Distance Learning (ODL)
through the School of

Open Learning. This poli-
cy gives existing students
the option to expand
their academic horizons
.without choosing
between conventional
and distant education. It
has restrictions, though.

Even with normal and
ODL enrollment, students
cannot enroll in two iden-
tical degrees (such as

BCom Hons and BCom
Pass). DU dual degree
qualifying requirements
are simple but require
careful planning.
Students must meet both
degrees' academic
requirements. Attending
classes, completing
assignments, and passing
tests for each program.

Kerala cuts minority scholarships

due to financial difficulties

The dual degree option at DU will

help students learn more 

Hospital visits decreased, learning met-

rics improved. Meal program passes

NAAC adopts e-inspections for

new accreditation

SC calls Punjab's NRI quota a

'fraud' on medical education

The US canceled 2,000 Indian

visa appointments

HYDERABAD: 

Telangana Chief

Minister K.

Chandrashekar Rao

announced on Monday

that the Congress gov-

ernment is determined

to increase reservation

for backward classes in

education, employ-

ment, and political rep-

resentation from 23%

to 42%. In a post on the

social media platform

'X,' he highlighted that

the population of back-

ward classes in the

state stands at 56.36%,

based on the recent

caste survey conducted

in Telangana.

Telangana govt

resolute in rais-

ing reservation

Delhi: Among Indian uni-
versities for sustainability,
IIT-Delhi rose 255 places to
171st globally, according to
2025 QS Rankings released.
The QS Sustainability
Rankings include 78 Indian
universities, with nine of
the top 10 improving and
21 new institutions enter-
ing. Two IITs—Delhi and
Kanpur—are in the world's
top 100 for impact. With
177 and 67 rank improve-
ments, each became fourth
and fifth in India.
Bangalore's IISc is among
the world's top 50 environ-
mental education 
schools.

IT-Delhi rose 255 places

to 171st globally

Most states, even non-BJP, give Hindi 

or Sanskrit as 3rd language
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