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New Delhi

The winter session of
Parliament begins on
Monday. There are
already signs of a
ruckus between the
central government and
the opposition over
several issues during
this winter session. JP
Nadda, Kiren Rijiju,
Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge,
Gaurav Gogoi, and
other leaders attended
the all-party meeting
chaired by Union
Defense Minister
Rajnath Singh on
Sunday before the win-
ter session.Congress
makes serious allega-
tions, prepares to cor-
ner the government in
ParliamentFollowing
the all-party meeting,
Congress Lok Sabha
MP Gaurav Gogoi said,
"It seems the govern-
ment, the BJP, and the
Prime Minister want to
destroy India's democ-
racy and parliamentary
traditions." He said,

"This is probably the
shortest winter session;
it seems the govern-
ment wants to derail
Parliament." Regarding
the party's strategy in
Parliament, he said, "In
the all-party meeting,
Congress demanded
discussions on national
security, air pollution,
protecting democracy,
and the security of
voter lists."CPI(M) MP
Reminds Government
of Responsibilities
After the all-party
meeting, CPI(M)
leader John Brittas
said, "The blast near
the Red Fort in Delhi
has exposed the gov-
ernment. Our party
wants a detailed dis-

cussion in Parliament
on security issues." He
added that if
Parliament is disrupted
or stalled, the govern-
ment will be solely
responsible for it."No
one said we won't let
Parliament function,"
said Kiren RijijuAfter
the all-party meeting,
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju
said, "No one said
Parliament won't func-
tion or won't allow it to
function. Some leaders
said they might create
a ruckus in the House
over the SIR. I am say-
ing positively that we
are ready to listen to
the opposition.
Parliament belongs to

everyone, to the coun-
try. There is a method

for discussing every
issue in Parliament.

There are rules and tra-
ditions." Kiren Rijiju
said, "In the winter ses-
sion, we hope everyone
will work with a calm
mind and avoid heated
debates. 

All-party meeting held
before Parliament session

New Delhi

The Election
Commission has
extended the SIR dead-
line by seven days in
12 states. The process
of special intensive
revision of the voter list
will now continue until
December 11th.
According to the notice
issued by the
Commission announc-

ing the extension, the
draft voter list will be
published on December

16th. The final voter
list will be published on
February 14th. The

Election Commission
has stated that the dead-
line for filling out the
enumeration form has
been extended until
December 11th.Voters
will be able to file
objections until January
15th.
The Commission has
also stated that the
process of allocating
polling booths will be
completed by

December 11th.
According to the sched-
ule released on
November 30th, the
Commission has stated
that control tables will
be prepared between
December 12th and
15th. During this peri-
od, the draft voter rolls
will also be prepared in
all 12 states and union
territories. Voters will
be able to submit their

objections between
December 16 and
January 15.Voter list
scrutiny will take place
on February 10, fol-
lowed by the final voter
list.The Election
Commission has stated
that Electoral
Registration Officers in
all states will hear voter
objections between
December 16 and
February 7.

SIR deadline extended by seven days in 12 states

New Delhi

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
addressed the 128th
edition of Mann Ki
Baat. During the
address, PM Modi
addressed several
important issues,
including the hoisting
of the Ram Mandir flag
and the discussion of
endurance sports. The
Prime Minister said that
the month of November
brought many inspira-
tions, including the cel-
ebration of Constitution
Day, the Vande Bharat
program, and the hoist-
ing of the Dharma flag
at the Ram Mandir. PM
also mentioned the
inauguration of the
Panchjanya Memorial
at Jyotisar in
Kurukshetra. PM men-

tioned the honey pro-
duced from the wild
basil (Sulai) flowers in
the hilly areas of
Jammu and Kashmir.
PM Modi said that this
honey is white in color
and is called Ramban
Sulai honey. The Prime
Minister also noted that
this honey has also
received a GI tag. He
said, "Today, India is
setting new records in
honey production.
Today, honey produc-
tion in India has
exceeded 1.5 lakh met-
ric tons." This has pro-
vided employment
opportunities to thou-
sands of people. It is
also increasing the
sweetness of honey in
all corners of the coun-
try.And this sweetness
is also increasing the
income of farmers.

Mann Ki Baat: PM says,

adopt Vocal for Local in

New Year's shopping

New Delhi

The Election
Commission recently
issued an order to
increase the honorarium
of BLOs. However,
despite the Election
Commission's order, the
TMC government in

Bengal did not pay the
increased honorarium to
BLOs and other
Election Commission
officials. The Election
Commission has now
raised objections to
this.The Election
Commission issued a
notification to increase

the honorarium.The
Election Commission
issued a notification in
August, stating,
"Accurate voter lists are
the foundation of
democracy. The elec-
toral roll preparation
machinery, which
includes Electoral

Registration Officers,
Assistant Electoral
Registration Officers,
BLO Supervisors, and
BLOs, plays a crucial
role in preparing the
electoral rolls." The
Election Commission
has decided to increase
the annual honorarium .

Rampur

A connection to the
Delhi bombings has
emerged from Rampur,
Uttar Pradesh. The two
clerics from Haldwani
and Nainital mosques
arrested by the NIA
team on Friday night
are both residents of
Rampur. The NIA team
has been camping in
Rampur district for
three days to search for
the terrorists. However,
Superintendent of
Police Vidyasagar
Mishra declined to pro-
vide any

information.NIA Eye on
Three
LocationsAccording to
police sources, NIA and
National Security teams
have been in Rampur
district for three days
after finding a crucial
link in the call details

obtained from the
mobile phone of Dr.
Umar Nabi, the suicide
bomber involved in the
Delhi bombings. The
team is monitoring sus-
pected locations in the
Tanda, Dadhiyal, and
Shahabad areas.No

Arrests Made in
RampurOn Friday
night, the NIA team
arrested Mohammed
Asim Qasmi, a cleric
from Bilal Mosque in
Banbhulpura, Haldwani.
Meanwhile, they are
also interrogating
Maulana Naeem of the
Nainital Mosque. Both
are residents of
Dadhiyal and Rampur.
However, the NIA has
not yet made any arrests
in Rampur.Maulvi
Asim's family teaches at
a madrasa.Maulvi
Mohammad Asim, a
resident of Dadhiyal.

Jhajjar

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister and
Gorakhpeethadhiswar
Mahant Yogi
Adityanath presented
two points to the saints
and sages, cautioning
society. He warned that
when the golden age
arrives, it inspires
awareness and vigi-
lance. When India's
golden age arrived, for-
eign attacks had
already begun. We
must remain vigilant
again. Even today,
attacks will occur

through religious con-
version and drug abuse,
and foreigners will be
behind them. No anti-
Sanatan activities
should be tolerated.
Protecting Sanatan
Dharma is essential for
the protection of India,
global humanity, and

the entire inanimate
world. Sanatan Dharma
will remain safe only if
we remain united. We
must not divide; if we
divide, we will be
destroyed. This is what
has happened whenever
we have divided. We
must not divide in the

name of caste, appease-
ment, region, or lan-
guage. Rather, just as
the flag of Dharma is
flying high at the Ram
Janmabhoomi in
Ayodhya, the flag of
Sanatan Dharma should
be seen flying in every
Sanatani's home, unit-
edly. Chief Minister
and
Gorakhpeethadhipati
Yogi Adityanath attend-
ed the idol consecration
ceremony and a grand
feast of eight maans at
the Baba Palnath
Ashram in Kablana vil-
lage on Sunday. 

New Delhi

New fuel efficiency
and emission regula-
tions proposed in India
have sparked a heated
debate within the auto
industry. Several major
car manufacturers,
including Tata Motors,
Hyundai, Mahindra,
and JSW MG Motor,
are strongly opposing
the government's pro-
posed exemptions for
small and light petrol
vehicles. The compa-
nies argue that these

exemptions will create
an imbalance in the
industry and benefit
only one manufacturer,
Maruti Suzuki, poten-
tially harming the
country's electric vehi-
cle goals. The govern-
ment's new draft regu-
lations propose relax-
ing emission standards
for petrol cars weigh-
ing 909 kg or less, less
than 4 meters in length,
and with a 1200 kW
engine capacity. Tata,
Mahindra, Hyundai,
and JSW MG Motor.

Several automakers
object to the proposed

exemption for small cars

New Delhi

Eighteen young engineers,
participating in a special
training program run by the
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology,
have developed several pro-
totypes of indigenous elec-
tronic toys. They also devel-
oped control and automa-
tion-based technical solu-
tions tailored to industry

needs, opening up new
opportunities in this sector.
This training program, run
by the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology, aims to
strengthen the indigenous
electronic toy industry. The
program also marked the
inauguration of the
Electronic Toy Laboratory at
C-DAC, Noida.Under this
program.

Electronic toy laboratory
starts in Noida 

New Delhi

Only 38.51 percent
voter turnout was
recorded on Sunday in
the by-elections for 12
MCD wards. Despite
political parties' allega-
tions and counter-allega-
tions, local issues, and
the candidates' active
participation, voter apa-
thy disappointed the
candidates. The final
outcome among the 51
candidates contesting
the by-elections for
these 12 wards will be

determined only after
the counting of votes on
Wednesday, December
3rd. Voter turnout in
these wards was approx-
imately 10.5 percent
lower than in the 2022
general elections.
According to the Delhi

State Election
Commission, many
polling stations were
bustling with activity as
soon as voting began in
the morning, and voting
continued until evening,
but the voting pace
remained slow.

38.51 percent voter turnout 

in Delhi MCD by-election
Imphal

Hundreds of people dis-
placed from their homes due
to ethnic violence in
Manipur staged a massive
protest near the Raj Bhavan
in Imphal on Sunday. The
protesters' main demand was
to be allowed to return to
their homes as soon as pos-
sible.Where did the protest-
ers come from?The protest-
ers were from
Churachandpur, Kangpokpi,
Imphal West, and Imphal
East districts. All of them
have been living in relief
camps since ethnic violence
broke out in Manipur in
May 2023. The protesters
chanted slogans .

People displaced due
to ethnic violence in

Manipur protest near
Raj Bhavan

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath at the
grand Aathman Bhandara and idol consecration
ceremony held in Jhajjar, Haryana on Sunday.

Delhi car blast: Two clerics arrested

Foreigners will attack again through 

conversion, we have to be alert: CM Yogi

The Bengal government did not pay the increased hon-
orarium of BLOs, the commission raised objections

Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju
said, "There will be
debate in Parliament
and I hope there will
be no disruptions. If
we work with a calm
mind, it will be benefi-
cial for the country and
the Parliament session
will run smoothly." In
the winter session, the
central government
will push forward its
reform agenda with a
bill to open up the
civilian nuclear sector
to private companies.

I hope there will

be no disruption:

Kiren Rijiju



Monday, 01 December, 2025 
Akhand Bharat SandeshNATION02



PRAYAGRAJAkhand Bharat Sandesh 03
Monday, 01 December, 2025 

Lucknow

Under the Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan and
inclusive education ini-
tiative, a tehsil-level
sports and cultural pro-
gram for CWSN
(Children With Special
Needs) was successful-
ly organized on Friday
at Pre-Middle School
Banthra, Sarojini Nagar.
The event saw enthusi-
astic participation from
70 divyang and regular
children from the
Sarojini Nagar area.
The program began
with a morning proces-
sion (Prabhat Pheri), in
which special educators
and parents accompa-
nied the divyang chil-
dren. Following this,
Block Education
Officer R.P Yadav inau-
gurated the event by
offering flowers and
lighting the lamp at the
statue of Saraswati. He
formally opened the

competitions by giving
his blessings to the chil-
dren. Throughout the
day, children participat-
ed in various sports and
cultural activities with
great enthusiasm.
Competitions included
50-meter and 100-meter
races, rangoli, frog race,
musical chairs, mehndi,
calligraphy and math
race, among others.
Winners were awarded
first, second, third and
consolation prizes for
their performances. At
the conclusion of the
program, BEO R.P

Yadav presented certifi-
cates and prizes to all
participating children,
bringing smiles to their
faces. The success of
the event was credited
to the dedicated efforts
of school teachers Uday
Pratap Singh, Suchita
Tripathi, Kaushal
Kishore Srivastava,
Suresh Kumar
Kannaujiya, as well as
special educators Anil,
Ashok Kumar Singh,
Yogesh Kumar Yadav,
Gyan Singh, Manoj
Singh, Shraddha,
Shekhar Patel

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Tharwai
Along with educa-
tion, children are
also becoming lead-
ers in sports and
developing their tal-
ents and skills.
Today, children are
also making careers
in sports and bring-
ing glory to the
country. In this
vein, a three-day
sports competition
was held at
Springer Public
School, located near
Gomti River No. 40
in Tharwai,
Prayagraj
Ganganagar Zone, a
renowned school in
the field of educa-
tion. Children par-
ticipated enthusias-
tically in events

such as the Number
Game, Color Ball
Game, Balloon
Game, Relay Race,
100-meter and 200-
meter races,
Badminton, and
High Jump.
Children participat-
ed enthusiastically,

winning medals and
trophies. Prize dis-
tribution and a cul-
tural program were
held as part of the
annual sports com-
petition at Springer
Public School on
Sunday. 
The chief guest of

the event was Major
General Dharmaraj
Rai, who inaugurat-
ed the event by
lighting a lamp and
presenting him with
a bouquet of flow-
ers. The little chil-
dren captivated
everyone with their
melodious dance
performances,
drawing cheers
from all present.
The chief guest
honored all the chil-
dren who placed in
the sports competi-
tion by presenting
them with medals.
The winning teams
in badminton and
other sports
received trophies.
In his address,
Chief Guest Major
General Dharmaraj
Rai highlighted the
importance of edu-

cation and empha-
sized that those who
strive never fail,
and that good
knowledge is essen-
tial for success. The
children's participa-
tion and placements
in the games today
are a matter of great
pride, as today's
children will be the
future of tomorrow.
Director Sanjay
Shukla explained
that the children's
hard work and true
dedication led to
their success and
expressed his grati-
tude to everyone
present. The entire
school staff and
parents of the chil-
dren were also pres-
ent. The program
was conducted very
well by Neha
Mathur. 

Cancer treat-
ment is possi-

ble in
Ayurveda

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj
Dr. Santosh Dubey
has successfully treat-
ed cancer using the
Palash Kshar method
in Ayurveda. At a
press conference held
at the Hindustani
Academy, he stated
that Premadevi's uter-
ine cancer was treated
using the global

Palash method in
August, and the sur-
gery was successful.
The MRI report after
the surgery showed no
signs of cancer.

This result is
encouraging for the

Ayurvedic treatment
method. 

Dr. Dubey stated
that if the high-poten-
cy Palash method is
used correctly, posi-
tive and effective
results can be

achieved in various
types of cancer. Dr.
Avnish Pandey
explained that
Acharya Sushruta,
known as the founder
of surgery in
Ayurveda, described
alkali therapy thou-
sands of years ago.
Alkali is considered
excellent for piercing,
cutting, and writing.
Palash (Palaash), also
known as Butea
monosperma, possess-
es anticancer, antioxi-
dant, and free radical
scavenging properties. 
It has been used since
ancient times to treat
tumors and wounds.

Evidence-based
research is needed
today. Senior physi-
cian Dr. Bharat Nayak
stated that treatment
of cancer is possible
with Ayurveda, pro-
vided patients consult
an Ayurvedic physi-
cian in a timely man-
ner. Decreased immu-
nity in cancer patients
reduces their ability to
fight disease. 
Positive results have
been seen in cancer
patients with immuni-
ty-boosting medica-
tions. Dr. Arvind
Mishra, Dr. O.P.
Mishra, and Dr.
Mohan were present.

Bahraich

In accordance with the
directives of the
Election Commission of
India, a meeting with
political parties was
held at the Collectorate
Auditorium by District
Magistrate (DM)
Akshay Tripathi to seek
their cooperation for the
special intensive revi-
sion program based on
the eligibility date of 1
January 2026. The pro-
gram aims to complete
all procedural activities
as per the Commission
schedule by 4
December 2025.During
the meeting, the DM

requested political par-
ties to activate their
Booth Level Agents
(BLA) to assist Booth
Level Officers (BLO) in
the collection of forms.
He emphasized that
each BLA should sub-
mit at least 50 forms at
every booth and support
BLO in the collection
process.The DM also

checked with party offi-
cials regarding the sub-
mission of forms by
themselves and their
family members and
appealed to ensure that
the general public is
made aware to submit
their forms before 4
December. He stressed
the importance of
reducing unmapped .

Akhand Bharat
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Prayagraj. Police
are continuously tak-
ing action to curb
crime in the city. In
this regard, the
Airport Police
Station has filed a
case under the
Gangster Act against
Jaiprakash Dubey
alias JP Dubey, a
close associate of the
mafia Atiq Ahmed,
and three active
members of his
gang. According to
the police, this gang
has long been
involved in serious
crimes such as extor-
tion, land grabbing,
assault, attempted
murder, and harass-
ment of Scheduled
Caste individuals.
Station in-charge
Vinay Kumar Singh
stated that JP Dubey,
originally a resident
of Songra village in
the Pwara police sta-
tion area of Jaunpur
district, is currently

living in Shaha alias
Pipalgaon in the
Airport police station
area. Police investi-
gation has revealed
that JP Dubey is the
gang leader of an
organized criminal
gang. The two other
accused, Vikas Pasi,
a resident of
Pipalgaon, and
Bhaiyalal, a resident
of Rajpurpur
Gayasuddinpur
(Dhoomanganj), are
also active members
of the gang.
According to the
police, this gang has
been involved in

crimes such as ille-
gally occupying
farmers' and govern-
ment land and plot-
ting it, extorting
money from people,
and assaulting and
abusing people who
resist. In several
cases, gang members
have been accused of
attempted murder.
Police have also
received complaints
of intimidation and
physical abuse of
Scheduled Caste
individuals.

In September, JP
Dubey and Vikas
Pasi were also con-

firmed to be
involved in the fatal
attack on Sonu
Kumar, the former
block chief of Chail,
over a land dispute
in Pipalgaon. Police
arrested both
accused and sent
them to jail after the
incident.
The station in-charge
stated that due to the
gang's continued
serious crimes, the
police have taken
action against them
under the Gangster
Act to curb their
criminal activities.
The police will now
investigate the
gang's assets and
illegally acquired
property. They are
also investigating
other possible asso-
ciates and networks
of the gang. Police
say that strict action
against the criminals
will strengthen law
and order in the area
and increase the
sense of security
among the people.

Gangster Act action

against JP Dubey, a close

associate of Atiq Ahmed

Children who placed first in the sports competition held at
Springer Public School received medals and certificates

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj
The Uttar Pradesh Board of
Secondary Education (UP
Board) has released a list of
7,448 examination centers
online for the 2026 High
School and Intermediate
Examinations. These include
910 government schools,
3,484 aided schools, and
3,054 unaided schools. This
number is lower than last
year. In 2025, 7,657 centers
were designated online, and
in 2024, 7,864. However,
the number of centers
increases each year after
objections are resolved. For
example, in 2025, 7,657
centers were designated
online, but after objections,
this number increased to
8,140. Similarly, in 2024, the
number of centers increased
from 7,864 to 8,265. Board
Secretary Bhagwati Singh
stated that the list of exami-
nation centers (including
student allocation), prepared
based on school information
certified by the Tehsil-level
committee, has been
uploaded to the website.
Any school, candidate, par-

ent, principal, or manager
can submit objections online
using the prescribed format
until December 4th. For the
first time, the Board has
issued a separate format for
objections. No representa-
tions will be accepted after
December 4th. The District
School Inspector will exam-
ine the objections received,
resolve them within the stip-
ulated timeframe, and for-
ward the list approved by
the District Center
Determination Committee to
the Board website by
December 11th. This list
will be uploaded by
December 17th. Secondary
objections to this list will be
received until December
22nd. The Board's Center

Determination Committee
will then resolve the objec-
tions and release the final list
by December 30th. This
year, 258 examination cen-
ters have been proposed in
Prayagraj district.
Meanwhile, the UP Board
has also released the sched-
ule for the 2025 high school
and intermediate examina-
tions. 
The examinations will run
from February 18, 2025, to
March 12, 2025. The first
shift is scheduled from 8:30
am to 11:45 am, and the sec-
ond shift from 2:00 pm to
5:15 pm. The examinations
will be conducted over a
total of 15 working days.
The high school examina-
tion will begin with Hindi

and conclude with
Agriculture, while the inter-
mediate examination will
begin with General Hindi
and conclude with
Computer. The board has
also released the dates for
practical examinations. On
February 19, practical exam-
inations for Computer and
Sewing subjects in high
school will be held, along
with examinations for
Intermediate vocational sub-
jects. On February 20, the
intermediate English and
Sanskrit examinations will
be held. The board says that
this time, sufficient gaps
have been provided between
subjects so that students can
prepare better. According to
the Board of Secondary
Education, Prayagraj, a total
of 52,30,297 students have
registered for the UP Board
exams this year. These
include 27,50,945 in high
school and 24,79,352 in
intermediate. The board has
instructed all districts to
ensure necessary facilities at
examination centers and to
conduct the examinations in
a completely transparent and
cheating-free manner.

DM Appeals to Political Parties

to Support SIR Program

Tehsil-Level Sports and Cultural

Program for Divyang Children

7,448 centers announced online
for UP Board Exam 2026, 

objections open until December 4

Case filed against three members

Today's children will be the future of tomorrow - Chief Guest - Major General Dharamraj Rai, 

Good education reflects a good society - Director Sanjay Shukla

Dr. Santosh Dubey successfully treated 

uterine cancer using the Palash Kshar method

. The event saw enthusiastic participation from 70 divyang and regular
children from the Sarojini Nagar area
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In the book ‘The Fathomless
Caves’, Kate Forsyth, the
author, describes war as, “An
unpredictable beast. Once
unleashed, it runs like a rabid
dog, ravening friends and foes
alike. It can drag on for years,
a slow attrition of nerve and
fortitude, or be over in one
brilliant flash, an extravagant
configuration of flame and
blood and sweat.” The
Russian-Ukraine War fits well
into the above description.
When President Putin
launched ‘special military
operations’ to ‘demilitarise
and denazify’ Ukraine on

February 24, 2022, it was uni-
versally given that the war
would be over in a few days,
with Russia inflicting a crush-
ing defeat on
Ukraine.Ironically, two years

later, the conflict rages on,
degenerating into a state of
stalemate with little change in
the ground situation.
Although a classic limited war,
its politico-economic impact

has been felt far and wide,
with serious geo-strategic
ramifications. Militarily, it has
gone on to redefine the very
nature of warfare.  The
Russian offensive com-
menced as a typical military
campaign, preceded by mis-
siles and airstrikes, followed
by a large-scale ground inva-
sion along multiple fronts.
The northern thrust was
launched from Belarus
towards Kyiv, the southern
one was from Crimea, and the
south-eastern push was from
Luhansk-Donetsk towards
Kharkiv.

Hyderabad now has the world’s largest seam-
less stainless-steel memorial—the Telangana
Martyrs Memorial, or Amara Jyoti. Dominating
the landscape for miles and close to the State
Secretariat, the elliptical-shaped structure has
a giant, yellow flame in carbon steel atop it. The
memorial has been built as a tribute to those
brave people who gave up their lives over the
past five decades, or so, for the statehood of
Telangana. This international distinction didn’t
come easy. Amara Jyoti has been four years in
the making. Prior to this, the conceptualisation
and ironing out of the logistics took two years;
hence, it necessitated altogether six years. The
construction began in 2019, and it was inaugu-
rated in June, 2023. It also took a huge amount
of manpower. Over 5,000 construction labour-
ers (approx), around 100 engineers, and 500
technicians contributed to making this memori-
al plan a reality. About 4,500 stainless-steel
plates, weighing over a hundred tonnes, were
used for the structure, along with other materi-
als. Finally, it cost nearly Rs 180 crore. However,
it was an investment eminently worth the cost
and effort for the state government and the
workforce, considering that it holds so much
symbolic value. The steady stream of visitors
that are pouring in is also appreciating this
monument. The crowds are getting bigger con-
sidering it is located in the central part of the
city and beside the famous Hussain Sagar Lake.
The memorial is spread over a total area of 3.29
acres of land. There is a large, well-landscaped
garden, and the memorial structure with its
highly polished, reflective exterior stands with-
in this green space. The built-up area of the
memorial, including the garden, is about 2.88
lakh sq feet (26,800 sq metres). The artist-
sculptor who developed the concept, designed
the memorial, and also supervised the project
from start to finish, K Venkata Ramana Reddy,
explains that he already had exposure to many
famous monuments, including memorials
around the world in 80 countries, but, for the
purpose of this project, visited many countries
to study the kind of war memorials they had.
“I submitted five designs, of which the one you
see was approved by the Telangana state gov-
ernment,” he reveals. The stainless-steel mate-
rial (316 L) was procured from Sweden. The
4,500 sheets were assembled into approxi-
mately 450 large plates in Dubai and shipped to
Hyderabad in containers. Here, onsite, these
stainless-steel plates were assembled, i.e.,
welded together with flawless precision and
laser technology, to create a smooth, seamless
exterior with a mirror-like finish. Of course, the
interior walls and slabs used concrete.
Globetrotters may find the Amara Jyoti some-
what reminiscent of the famous Chicago Bean
or Cloud Gate and the Bubble at Karamay in
China. However, Ramana Reddy is quick to
rebut the comparisons, though he does appre-
ciate the Chicago Bean. As he points out, “The
Chicago Bean or Cloud Gate is a public art proj-
ect and not a memorial. Moreover, it is smaller
in length, breadth, and width." The Bubble is
widely considered a copy of the Chicago Bean
design. Making Amara Jyoti was a very tough
task and required painstaking attention to
detail, explains Ramana Reddy, reeling off
more statistics. The base of the lamp,
or diya, has an elliptical shape
with a major axis length of 54
metres and a minor axis
length of 37 meters. From the
terrace, the diya rises to a
height of 26 metres and is 45
metres from ground level.

Though historically intimately
linked, two separate events
took place recently, nearly
1,000 miles away from each
other. e central sector of the
Indo-Tibet boundary in
Uttarakhand, Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS) General
Anil Chauhan directed Army
formations to work for the
rehabilitation of the border
villages of Nelang and Jadung,
near the Line of Actual
Control in Chamoli district. 
During the 1962 Indo-China
war, both villages were aban-
doned, and their residents
were relocated to safer near-
by areas. 
Far away in the east, at the
Tawang War Memorial in
Arunachal Pradesh, the
Indian Army, along with the
Tawang administration and
the local Monpa population,
commemorated the 74th
anniversary of the arrival of
Maj Bob Khathing in the area 
In 1951, the Manipuri Naga
officer took over the adminis-
tration of the border town of
Tawang, south of the
McMahon Line; a commu-
niqué of the Defense PRO in
Guwahati thus explained,
“After the valiant Major
undertook a treacherous
march from the plains of
Assam to Tawang, negotiat-
ing Sela and Bomdila passes
during peak winters, leading a
contingent of 200 Assam
Rifles troops and 600 porters
for a difficult maiden mission,
thus materialised the formal

establishment of Indian civil
administration at Tawang.”
The above two events are
linked as the takeover of both
places’ administration is the
result of a decision of the
Himmasinghji Border Defence
Committee created by the
Army Headquarters on
November 12, 1950.
Let us remember the facts
On October 7, 1950, the com-
munist troops advanced in
eastern Tibet, and after
smashing the ill-trained and
ill-equipped Tibetan army,
Chamdo, the capital of Kham
Province, fell to the invaders.
On November 7, Sardar Patel,
the deputy prime minister,
despite his poor health, sent a
long letter to the prime minis-
ter about the implications of
the Chinese invasion of Tibet
for India’s northern border.
Five days later, the dying
Sardar (who passed away on
December 15) constituted

this committee to examine
the possibility of Chinese
communist troops occupying
the areas south of the
McMahon Line or elsewhere
on the Indo-Tibet border and
“to consider the feasibility or
advancing outposts of the
Assam Rifles in order to fore-
stall such ingress”.
esides Maj Gen
Himmatsinghji, deputy minis-
ter of defense (chairman), it
included Lt Gen Kulwant
Singh, K Zakaria, head of the
Ministry of External Affairs’
historical division, SN Haksar,
joint secretary also from
MEA, Group Captain MS
Chaturvedi from the Indian
Air Force, and Waryam Singh,
deputy director of the
Intelligence Bureau. After dis-
cussing at great length the
advisability of pushing for-
ward a post to Tawang, it was
decided to go ahead. It was
also decided to send troops

to Nelang (then written
Nilang) and Jadung (then
Jadhang), two tiny villages
south of the Tsangchok-la,
the pass marking the water-
shed in the area, in the
Chamoli district.
The Role of Jairamdas
Daulatram
One man was central in the
setting up of Maj Khathing’s
expedition to Tawang; it was
Jairamdas Daulatram, the
governor of Assam. It is sad
that his role has been more or
less forgotten today. On
December 10, 1950, he man-
aged to get the concurrence
of the Ministry of External
Affairs headed by Nehru; a
Joint Secretary concurred
with the Committee, “We
cannot agree to a unilateral
occupation of Tawang by the
communists.” The ball then
started rolling, and prepara-
tions for the expedition
began. Maj Khathing received
detailed instructions from
Nari Rustomji, the advisor to
the governor, on behalf of
Daulatram himself.
Eight Tasks
Precise tasks were given to
the young and bold officer.
The first task was to occupy
Tawang. Khathing was asked
to explain to the local popula-
tion and Tibetan officials that
he was “doing no more than
is being done by the adminis-
tration in other parts of
Indian territory;” in 1914,
Tibet had agreed to the
McMahon Line, north of

Tawang being the boundary.
The major was ordered to
“treat any Tibetan or other
officials you may meet with
courtesy, but nevertheless let
them understand that juris-
diction in the area vests in
you and not in them.” He was
directed to submit detailed
reports about the Tibetan
‘influence’ in the area and the
nature of taxes collected. He
was further told to abolish all
existing taxes and substitute
them with lighter taxes to be
paid to the Political Officer,
representing the Indian gov-
ernment: “There will be no
forced labour and everything
needed will be duly paid for.”
An important task was to
communicate to the local
people that “none of their
religious practices The sixth
point was that in case
Khathing met with armed
opposition, he was to cable
Shillong (the governor’s
office) immediately, “indicat-
ing the strength and position
of opposing forces.”
Fortunately, due to Khathing’s
intelligence and diplomatic
skills, this would not be nec-
essary, and 
74 years later, he was still con-
sidered by the Monpas as
their liberator.  Khathing was
also asked to keep daily wire-
less telegraphic contact with
Daulatram after crossing the
Se-La pass. It is what Khathing
did, and his dispatches and
cables still make fascinating
reading.

The recent develop-
ment concerning the
UPI affects international
banking and finance sys-
tems at their most fun-
damental level.
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in his
recent visit to the UAE
announced the exten-
sion of the service of the
UPI payment system in
UAE which is a signifi-
cant development not
only between India and
the UAE, but in the West
Asian region as a whole.
India’s relations with the
West Asian region could
not realise the true
potential immediately
after independence,
owing mainly to the
countries of the region
being bound by their
obligatory Muslim soli-
darity with Pakistan.
This, however, has
changed dramatically
over the past two
decades, especially after
the 9/11 incident and
the global war on terror.
India’s West Asia policy
is rooted in four impor-
tant pillars that include
the people, energy
security, trade and secu-
rity. It was in 2005 that
the then Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh for-
mulated the ‘Look West’
policy and then in 2014,
PM Modi announced
the need for ‘Link West’
along with the ‘Look
East’ Policy. Within the
region, it is UAE which
has slowly emerged as
India’s key partner and a
trusted ally. UAE, by its
location and its stature
in the region, forms a
key pillar of India’s West
Asia policy. UAE is an

integral part of all-
important regional
forums including the
GCC, Arab League etc. It
is also part of the I2U2
or the West Asia Quad
comprising India, Israel,
the US and the UAE.
India’s bilateral relations
with the UAE rest on
three important pillars
including trade and
investments, energy and
the Indian community in
UAE. The landmark
agreement CEPA
( C o m p r e h e n s i v e
Economic Partnership)
signed on February 18,
2022, laid the founda-
tion for an exponential
increase in trade and
economic partnership
and is an example of a
special relationship
between the two
nations. The recent
development concern-
ing the UPI affects inter-
national banking and
finance systems at their
most fundamental level.
This involves two ele-
ments: cross-border
financial transactions
and associated pay-
ments, as well as the
cross-border establish-
ment of premises. There
are many international
agreements signed to

make the international
banking system more
effective. The
International Banking
law was also developed
to stop large amounts of
bank fraud. Banking law
involves a wide number
of private agreements
among the private par-
ties. In recent years,
there has been an
explosion in both types
of activity and, with it,
the need for interna-
tional agreements as to
how the business of
international banking
and finance should be
conducted. These
agreements which are
signed among the sov-
ereign countries are
enforced using domestic
legislation. There are
three purposes. First,
they may serve to facili-
tate the conduct of
cross-border business.
In this category, one
finds agreements on
technical standards,
standardised contracts
(master agreements),
codes of conduct, har-
monised accounting
and disclosure stan-
dards, arrangements for
cross-border payment,
netting and custodial
services.

Somalia's President
Hassan Sheikh
Mohamud. Reuters File
In Somalia, President
Hassan Sheikh
Mohamud has made a
strategic play. The
Somali government has
approved a maritime
security pact with
Turkey. Ankara has
been authorized to
build up, train, and
equip the Somali navy.
Not just that—they will
also defend Somalia’s
territorial waters.
Turkish warships could
be patrolling Somalia’s
coast, and they could be
active in the Indian
Ocean for the duration
of ten years.
There are many reasons
why Somalia selected
Turkey. Somalia has
been dealing with a ter-
ror insurgency for
almost two decades.
Recently, there has
been a rise in piracy
along the Somali coast.

Also, there is chaos in
the Red Sea with the
Yemen-based Houthis
disrupting global trade.
All these are important
reasons, but Somalia’s
primary target is differ-
ent. Ethiopia is
Somalia’s neighbour
and nemesis. The mar-
itime deal is aimed at
countering Ethiopia and
stopping it from execut-
ing its port plan.
Ethiopia is landlocked.
But the Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed, wants it.
He believes that a port
is essential for
Ethiopia’s growth. So on
January 1 of this year,
Ethiopia struck a deal
with Somaliland to
allow it to use its coast
to build a navy. lem,
though: Somaliland is
not officially an inde-
pendent nation. It is
considered a breakaway
part of Somalia. In the
entire international
community, no country

has recognised
Somaliland. It tried to
separate from Somalia
in 1991. Since then, it
has been de-facto inde-
pendent. Of course,
Somalia was outraged
by their port deal, too,
because it won’t end
there. Reports say that
Ethiopia could officially
recognise Somaliland’s
independence, and
Mogadishu will never
allow this. It wants
Ethiopia to rescind the
offer, and that’s where
Turkey comes in. The
new maritime deal
could help Somalia. The
deal could “convince”
Ethiopia to back down.
After all, would Abiy
Ahmed dare to take on
the Turkish navy? As
Turkey is a NATO mem-
ber, an attack on one
member is an attack on
all of NATO. So
Ethiopian aggression is
almost out of the ques-
tion.
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