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Prayagraj. During the "Sambhav" public hear-
ing held at the Municipal Corporation on
Tuesday, Municipal Commissioner Seelam Sai
Teja listened to the grievances of people from
various areas of the city and directed officials
to resolve them promptly. He stated that timely
resolution of public issues is the administra-
tion's priority.The most common complaints
during the public hearing were related to the
drinking water crisis, road and drain construc-
tion, clearing clogged drains, encroachment,
and house tax. The Municipal Commissioner
issued clear instructions that clogged drains
should be cleaned immediately, and repairs or
reconstruction should be carried out if neces-
sary. He directed special attention to street
lighting, the condition of public toilets, the
repair of platforms, the removal of debris, and
the city's sanitation system.He directed all zonal
officers to conduct regular inspections in their
respective areas and ensure on-the-spot resolu-
tion of problems. He stated that laxity in
responding to complaints of encroachment and
filth will not be tolerated.Additional Municipal
Commissioners Deependra Yadav, Arvind
Kumar Roy, Rajiv Kumar Shukla, Dinesh
Chandra Sachan, Chief Engineer (Civil) Sanjay
Katiyar, Municipal Health Officer Dr. Mahesh
Kumar, General Manager Jalkal Gaurav Kumar,
Chief Tax Assessment Officer P.K. Mishra,
along with all zonal officers and officials from
the concerned departments were present in the
meeting.In a press release issued by the Public
Relations Department, it was informed that the
complaints of the citizens are being resolved
regularly through the 'Sambhav' public hearing.

Fatehpur

The 150th birth anniversary of Sant
Gadge Maharaj, revered as the
Pioneer of Cleanliness and social
reform, was celebrated with devo-
tion and enthusiasm at Sant Gadge
Convent School in Premnagar. The
event witnessed active participation
from students, who presented
vibrant cultural performances,
adding grace to the occasion.The
programme commenced with floral
tributes offered to the portraits of
Sant Gadge Maharaj and B.R.
Ambedkar by school manager and
founder of the Human Kranti Party,
Chaudhary Aryan Manav. The event
was conducted by Principal
Satyavan Chaudhary. Presiding over
the function, Chaudhary Aryan
Manav shed light on the life and
contributions of Sant Gadge
Maharaj. He informed that the saint
was born in 1876 in Shergaon vil-
lage under Daryapur tehsil of
Amravati district, Maharashtra. His
childhood name was Debu, his

father name was Jhingraji and his
mother name was Sakhubai. In
1905, he renounced his home to
dedicate his life to social welfare
and reform. He highlighted that Sant
Gadge Maharaj established nearly
65 institutions during his lifetime,

including schools, dharamshalas,
gaushalas and orphanages. He
emphasized education as the foun-
dation of progress and was known
for his message: “Sell your utensils
if needed, but do not deprive your
children of education.” Sant Gadge

Maharaj strongly opposed supersti-
tion and social evils, spreading
awareness through devotional songs
and discourses. He was known to
carry a broom and a piece of earthen
pot, referred to as “Gadga” in
Maharashtra, which led to his popu-
lar name, Gadge Baba. Wherever he
traveled, he would personally clean
public spaces, earning him recogni-
tion as a symbol of cleanliness and
social awakening. Chaudhary Aryan
Manav appreciated the discipline
and performances of the students
and encouraged them to draw inspi-
ration from the lives of great
reformers.Among those present on
the occasion were Ramesh Chand
Sahu, Pankaj Chaudhary,
Omprakash Srivastava, Najma
Singh, Chitrakshi Rajput, Geeta
Devi, Suresh Singh, Neha Yadav,
Noor Saba, Rohit Dwivedi, Sandeep
Agrahari, Nancy Agrahari, Rajesh
Sahu, Sunil Patel (Advocate),
Rajesh Tiwari and several other dig-
nitaries, who paid floral tributes to
Sant Gadge Maharaj.

New Delhi: The Other
Castes Social Welfare
Association Federation
(OC–SWAF), under its
joint action committee
(OC JAC), submitted a
10-point memorandum to
the Central Government
during a protest at Jantar
Mantar, urging concrete
steps on issues related to
the Economically Weaker
Sections
(EWS).Organisation
President Poladi Rama
Rao stated that a separate
national government com-
mission should be consti-
tuted to study the current
status and ensure effective
implementation of EWS
reservation. The memo-
randum demands strict
enforcement of EWS
reservation in employment
and education, an increase

in the upper age limit and
issuance of EWS certifi-
cates without conditions
with a minimum validity
of five years.It also calls
for raising the income
limit to 10 lakh annually
and filling backlog
reserved posts exclusively
with EWS beneficiaries. 
Among other demands,
the organisation has
sought political reserva-
tion within the 50% cap,

implementation of the
creamy layer concept
across all categories,
increasing the age limit
for farmer insurance to 70
years.and granting legal
status to Minimum
Support Price (MSP).
Additionally, the group
has appealed to extend the
benefits of the National
Guaranteed Employment
Scheme to the agricultural
Sector.
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Prayagraj. Chief
Development Officer
Harshika Singh reviewed
the Basic Education
Department's plans and
programs in the Sangam
auditorium on Tuesday.
She expressed strong
displeasure at the incom-
plete work despite the
release of funds for elec-
tricity connections in
218 council schools and
directed the concerned
executive engineers to
issue show-cause
notices.During the
review, it was revealed
that in the year 2023-24,
the Director of
Education, Lucknow, had
allocated more than Rs.
3 crore for electricity
connections in 218
schools in the district. Of
these, 205 schools made
payments through the
Jhatpat portal, but only
54 schools have received
electricity connections so

far. The CDO took a
strict stance when work
was found pending in
151 schools.She directed
the District Basic
Education Officer to
seek explanations from
the Block Education
Officers who were
absent from the meeting.
An explanation was also
sought for the low num-
ber of applications
received on the Nipun
Plus app under the
Nipun Bharat Mission in
Koraon, Holagarh, and
Dhanupur blocks.
Dissatisfaction was also
expressed over the pend-
ing birth certificate
applications for children
without Aadhaar in
Chaka block.Reviewing
Operation Kayakalp, the
CMO directed for 100%
saturation of all 19
parameters. 
He directed that other

basic amenities, includ-
ing furniture, electrifica-
tion, disabled toilets, and
boundary walls, be com-

pleted promptly in
schools. UPCIDCO and
the Rural Engineering
Department were
instructed to ensure the
remaining work in
under-construction
schools is completed
with quality and the han-
dover process is com-
pleted expeditiously.The
demolition of dilapidated
buildings, the demand
for new buildings, and
the assessment of high-
tension lines passing
over schools were also
reviewed. The Health
Department was also
asked to conduct an
additional MR vaccina-
tion program in all
schools in coordination
with the Health
Department.District
Basic Education Officer
Anil Kumar, all Block
Education Officers, offi-
cials from the Health
Department and related
implementing agencies
were present at the meet-
ing. 

Electricity connections pending

in 151 schools, CDO issues

notices to engineers "Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. The Martyr DSP
K.P. Singh Memorial Lecture
was held in a solemn atmos-
phere at the Diamond Jubilee
Hostel. His daughter, Smita
Kinjal Singh, a 2008 batch
IAS officer and currently the
Transport Commissioner of
Uttar Pradesh, was the keynote
speaker. She delivered a com-
prehensive lecture on the topic
"Administrative Skills for a
Developed India 2027."In her
address, Smita Kinjal Singh
highlighted the various layers
of the administrative structure,
the role of good governance,
innovation, transparency, sen-
sitivity, and public service, and
the responsibilities of adminis-
trative officers to achieve the
goal of a developed India. She
emphasized that effective
administration requires a bal-
ance between policy formula-
tion, grassroots implementa-
tion, citizen participation, and
technological innovation. She
also shared her experiences
from her administrative jour-
ney, inspiring young students
to join public service.Before
the program, a heartfelt tribute
was paid to martyred DSP
Krishna Pratap Singh. He was
not only a brave officer but
also a literary figure. His
daughter, Smita Kinjal Singh,
planted a tree in his memory.
Speakers on the occasion high-
lighted the courage, dedica-

tion, and inspirational life of
martyred DSP K.P. Singh.It is
noteworthy that martyred DSP
K.P. Singh lived in room num-
ber 68 of the Diamond Jubilee
Hostel during his academic
and preparatory years. This
program was an important ini-
tiative to revive his memory
and inspiration within the hos-
tel and the university cam-
pus.On behalf of the hostel
administration, Superintendent
Dr. Shailendra Kumar Singh,
Warden Prof. Rajesh Garg, for-
mer University Proctor Prof.
Rakesh Singh, Secretary of the
Alumni Association Prof.
Kumar Birendra, Proctor-in-
Charge Dr. Atul Narayan, Dr.
Uttam Singh, and Dr. Avinash
Srivastava welcomed and hon-
ored the chief guest.The dis-
trict administration was graced
by the presence of Mr. Sanjeev
Gupta (RTO), Mr. Himesh
Tiwari (RTO), Mr. Anand Rao
(ARTO), Mr. Rajiv Kumar
(ARTO), and Mr. Rajiv
Chaturvedi (ARTO). All guests
described the memorial lecture
as a source of inspiration for
the youth and emphasized the
need to continue organizing
such events.The program con-
cluded with a question-and-
answer session in which stu-
dents asked questions related
to administrative service,
preparation strategies, and
career guidance. The event
concluded with a vote of
thanks.

Barabanki

District Magistrate and
District Election Officer
Shashank Tripathi on
Monday honored 20
Booth Level Officers
(BLO) for their out-
standing contribution to
making the electoral roll
more accurate and
transparent under the
Special Intensive
Revision
Campaign–2026. BLO
who facilitated the sub-
mission of more than
150 Form-6 applications
from new voters on the
special campaign day
were awarded certifi-
cates of appreciation.

Among those honored
were 1 BLO each from
Kursi and Ramnagar
Assembly constituen-
cies, 9 from Barabanki,
3 from Zaidpur, 4 from
Dariyabad and 2 from
Haidergarh.List of
Awarded BLOPramod,
Mashroom Ahmad,
Shatrohan Lal, Bhupesh
Singh, Meenakshi
Singh, Aleemuddin,
Surendra Kumar, Anita
Devi, Shailendra Kumar
Verma, Sajit Kumar,
Ashwani Kumar,
Arjuman Benazir
Ansari, Anupam Yadav,
Akhilesh Verma,
Manokamani, Anand
Kumar Verma,

Avadhesh Kumar,
Dheeraj Sharma,
Shadab Kaleem and
Ranjan Giri were felici-
tated for their exempla-
ry Work.Collective
Effort Essential for
Target AchievementThe
DM stated that
Purification of the elec-
toral roll is a vital task
for nation-building.
He also interacted with

the BLO to understand
field-level challenges
and suggestions, assur-
ing them that Practical
inputs from the ground
would be incorporated
into the upcoming
action plan to make the
campaign,

Fatehpur

A joint meeting of the District
Ganga Committee and District
Environment Committee was
convened at the Vikas Bhawan
auditorium under the chairman-
ship of Chief Development
Officer (CDO) Pawan Kumar
Meena. The meeting focused on
reviewing ongoing initiatives
related to Ganga conservation,
sanitation and environmental
management.Taking a firm stand
over the unsatisfactory progress
of door-to-door waste collection
in several gram panchayats, the
CDO directed the District
Panchayati Raj Officer to with-
hold salaries of Secretaries and
Assistant Development Officers
(Panchayat) in development
blocks including Bhitaura,
Haswa, Vijayipur, Bahua,
Airayan, Devmai, Malwan,
Asothar and Dhata until a mini-
mum five percent increase in
household coverage is achieved.
Block Development Officers
were also instructed to ensure
regular and effective opera-
tions.Emphasizing public partici-
pation, the CDO called for inten-
sified awareness campaigns
under the themes of “Nirmal
Ganga, Aviral Ganga, Jan Ganga,
Gyan Ganga and Arth Ganga.”
He directed officials to ensure

regular cleaning of Ganga ghats
and systematic waste collection.
Members of the committee high-
lighted concerns regarding stag-
nant water and foul odor at Om
Ghat, Khusrupur, Hajipur, Pakka
Ghat and Dev Ghat. In response,
the CDO ordered the formation
of a joint team comprising offi-
cials from the Irrigation, Bridge
and Forest Departments to con-
duct an inspection and submit a
detailed report.During the
District Environment Committee
session, extensive discussions
were held on solid waste man-
agement, biomedical waste dis-
posal, e-waste management and
prevention of single-use Plastic.
Executive Officers of Municipal

Councils and Nagar Panchayats
were directed to intensify seizure
drives against single-use plastics,
conduct regular inspections and
impose penalties where neces-
sary. Traders are to be encour-
aged to adopt cloth and jute bags
as sustainable alternatives. The
CDO further directed that door-
to-door waste collection be car-
ried out with proper segregation
of wet and dry waste, ensuring
its disposal in accordance with
established norms. Public aware-
ness regarding e-waste collection
mechanisms is to be strengthened
and systems for safe aggregation
are to be developed.Special
emphasis was laid on the secure
disposal of biomedical waste,

with strict instructions to prevent
any illegal dumping in rural or
urban areas. The Divisional
Forest Officer was instructed to
submit verification reports on
plantation activities and send
reminders to departments with
pending reports.The meeting
concluded with confirmation of
previous proceedings and
issuance of necessary directives
to concerned departments.Among
those present were Additional
District Magistrate
(Finance/Revenue) Avinash
Tripathi, District Development
Officer, Additional Chief
Medical Officer, Divisional
Forest Officer, District
Coordinator (MNREGA).

CDO Orders Regular Cleaning

of Ganga Ghats
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Prayagraj
A meeting was held in the
Sangam Auditorium on
Tuesday under the chairman-
ship of District Magistrate
Manish Kumar Verma to
ensure the safe and orderly
conduct of the upcoming Holi
festival and other festivals.
Peace Committee officials, rep-
resentatives of the Civil
Defense and the District Crime
Prevention Committee, along
with other dignitaries present
at the meeting, offered sugges-
tions for ensuring the safe con-
duct of the festivals, following
which the District Magistrate
directed the officials of the
concerned departments to take
necessary action. During the
meeting, the District
Magistrate stated that several
major festivals, including Holi,
Ramadan, Eid, and Navratri,
are scheduled for this month,
which must be celebrated safe-
ly and systematically with
mutual cooperation and harmo-
ny. He emphasized that all of
you play a vital role in convey-

ing the administration's mes-
sage to the public and ensure
the safe conduct of the festi-
vals. The District Magistrate
urged that no new traditions be
introduced during the upcom-
ing festivals, that all parties
must agree on changing the
location of the Holika Dahan,
and that public transport should
not be disrupted by the Holika
Dahan. He urged that mislead-
ing information circulating on
social media be brought to his
attention as soon as possible so
that timely action can be taken.
In view of the board exams, he
has directed that sound systems

be played at a low volume to
avoid disrupting students' stud-
ies. The District Magistrate
directed police station-wise
meetings with organizers
before the Holika Dahan. He
directed the Additional District
Magistrate, all Sub-District
Magistrates, Additional City
Magistrates, and all ACPs to
visit all Holika Dahan sites in
their respective areas and meet
with organizers to ensure nec-
essary arrangements are in
place. He has instructed the
Electricity Department to
remain on alert and only con-
duct shutdowns when absolute-

ly necessary. He has also
directed the repair of loose,
loose, and worn wires, as well
as ensuring a smooth power
supply. He has also directed
Health Department officials to
ensure the availability of
essential medicines and doctors
at all community health cen-
ters. He has also directed the
provision of adequate ambu-
lances. He has also directed the
deployment of police personnel
at all intersections. He directed
the District Excise Officer to
take effective action to stop the
sale of illegal liquor, launch
campaigns to destroy illicit

liquor, and close liquor shops
at designated times. He direct-
ed the Municipal Corporation
to ensure cleanliness in urban
areas, and the Chief
Development Officer, through
the District Panchayat Raj
Officer, to ensure cleanliness in
rural areas. The District
Magistrate directed the Jal
Nigam to maintain adequate
drinking water supply. He
directed Fire Department offi-
cials to keep fire tenders on
alert and mobile squads opera-
tional to ensure prompt
response in case of any inci-
dent. He also directed to pre-
vent overspeeding, driving
under the influence, and main-
taining smooth traffic flow.
The District Magistrate also
directed to keep a special vigil
on adulterated food items,
identifying locations where
fake khoya is produced and
stored, and to take enforcement
action, ensuring that adulterat-
ed food items are not sold
under any circumstances. He
urged strict action against those
selling adulterated food items
and not to harass vendors
unnecessarily. He directed the
Transport Department to take

necessary action to arrange for
additional buses. Additional
Police Commissioner Dr. Ajay
Pal Sharma asked officials
from the Peace Committee and
other organizations to cooper-
ate in celebrating the upcoming
festivals with mutual coordina-
tion and harmony. He directed
special visits to sensitive areas
where incidents have occurred
in the past and meetings with
organizers at the relevant
police stations to ensure a
peaceful celebration of the fes-
tival. He advised against burn-
ing Holika under power lines
or in places prone to accidents.
He urged close monitoring of
social media to prevent the
spread of rumors. He urged
that rumors on social media be
immediately reported to the
police so that they can be
quickly refuted or action taken
if necessary. He has instructed
all sub-district magistrates and
ACPs to constantly visit their
respective areas and ensure
necessary arrangements are in
place. He has said that no new
traditions should be started and
Holi and other festivals should
be celebrated in the traditional
manner. 

A meeting was held under the chairmanship of

the DM to ensure the safe and smooth conduct

of the upcoming Holi festival and other festivals
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Prayagraj. Important deci-
sions have been taken to
present the literary heritage
in a new format and regular-
ize activities at the
Allahabad Museum. A meet-
ing chaired by Divisional
Commissioner and Director-
in-Charge Soumya Agarwal
outlined the museum's mod-
ernization, increased public
participation, and annual
programs .Instructions were
given to prepare a detailed
proposal for the inauguration
of the renovated
Sumitranandan Pant Literary
Gallery. An exhibition dedi-
cated to Prayagraj's rich lit-
erary tradition will be devel-
oped in the gallery, showcas-
ing manuscripts, personal
items, honors, and other lit-
erary treasures related to
Sumitranandan Pant,
Ramdhari Singh Dinkar,
Harivansh Rai Bachchan,
Firaq Gorakhpuri, Mahadevi
Verma, Maitrisharan Gupt,
and Suryakant Tripathi
Nirala.The gallery will also
introduce the lives and
works of literary figures

through modern audio-visual
technology. In particular,
there are plans to screen a
special documentary on
Nirala, which is being touted
as a special achievement of
the museum. To ensure regu-
lar and attractive museum
activities, an annual event
calendar will be developed.
Under this, at least four edu-
cational, cultural, or literary
programs will be organized
each month. Instructions
were given to engage social
media experts to promote the
programs and ensure exten-

sive coverage through print
and electronic media.To
increase the participation of
school students, their experi-
ences will be shared on the
museum's website and social
media. It has also been
decided to prepare special
visit packages for students,
including mementos.
Proposals have been sought
for special programs on
Chandra Shekhar Azad's
martyrdom day on February
27th and the museum's foun-
dation day on February 28th.
Following the meeting, the

Divisional Commissioner
inspected the museum prem-
ises and reviewed the pro-
posed elevator installation
site. Instructions were given
to coordinate with other
major museums and prepare
collaborative proposals for
the display of selected art-
works. He was asked to
coordinate with the Central
Public Works Department to
prepare a detailed plan for
the renovation of the muse-
um guesthouse. During the
inspection, he also interacted
with visiting students.
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Prayagraj. The Anti-Narcotics
Task Force (ANTF) has busted
an active heroin smuggling
racket, arresting a smuggler
with heroin worth ?6.4 million.
During interrogation, the arrest-
ed suspect revealed the name of
an alleged mastermind from
Tagoretown, through whom the
drug was being supplied to the
city and surrounding
districts.According to the
ANTF, Sandeep Kumar, a resi-
dent of Sulemsarai in the
Dhoomanganj police station
area, was apprehended near the
supply depot in Cantonment.
The team had received informa-
tion that a member of the smug-
gling racket was about to arrive
with a large consignment.
During the siege, the young
man, who arrived on a scooter,
was signaled to stop, but he
began running. 

He was chased and
apprehended. During a search,
315.45 grams of heroin was

recovered from him, estimated
to be worth approximately ?6.4
million in the international mar-
ket. 
The accused revealed that he
had obtained the heroin from a
man living near the Children's
Hospital in Tagoretown. He
also admitted that he and an
accomplice make small packets
and supply them to other dis-
tricts, including Prayagraj.The
ANTF also recovered 20 small
ziplock pouches, two mobile
phones, a scooter, and ?2,260 in
cash from the accused. The
investigation also revealed that
Sandeep has previously served
time in jail for drug trafficking.
In 2021, a case of attempted
murder was filed against him,
and in 2023, he was also arrest-
ed in an illegal weapons
case.The ANTF is now con-
ducting raids to uncover the
Tagoretown connection and
other members of the racket.
Officials say the operation will
continue to dismantle the entire
network.

Heroin smuggling racket busted

in Prayagraj: Smuggler arrested

with 6.4 million consignment,

Tagore town connection exposed
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Prayagraj. Police
arrested a youth in the
Muthiganj area of
??the city with illegal
weapons. A country-
made pistol, a coun-
try-made pistol, and
live cartridges were
recovered from the
accused. Police have

registered a case
against him under the
Arms Act and initiated
legal action.According
to police, acting on a
tip-off from an
informant, the team
laid a siege near
Baradari Ghat,
Bandha Road, on the
banks of the Yamuna
River, late Monday
night. During the raid,

Omji Jaiswal alias
Bhola (20), a resident
of Raja Bara Ka Hata,
a lane near the Bhole
Giri Temple,
Muthiganj police sta-
tion, was apprehend-
ed. 

Upon
searching him, an ille-
gal .315 bore pistol,
an illegal 0.32 bore
pistol, and a live .315

bore cartridge were
recovered.Based on
this recovery, a case
has been registered at
Muthiganj police sta-
tion under FIR No.
19/2026, Section 3/25
of the Arms Act.
Police say that the
accused is being inter-
rogated and it is being
ascertained from
where he had pro-

cured the illegal
weapon and whether
he was planning to
commit any crime.The
action was led by sta-
tion in-charge Arun
Kumar Singh, along
with sub-inspectors
Rahul Kumar Singh,
Soumyapunj Pandey,
Kundan Lal Gautam,
Nirmal Sharma and
other policemen.  

Youth arrested with illegal weapons,

Muthiganj police take action

A modern literary gallery will be built in the Allahabad

Museum, with four programs scheduled each month

.Celebrate Holi and other festivals in the traditional manner; no new traditions should be introduced - District MagistrateInstructions were given to main-

tain proper arrangements for electricity supply, cleanliness, and drinking water. An appeal was made to celebrate the festivals peacefully, together, with

mutual brotherhood and harmony.Keep a close watch on those spreading rumors and take strict action against them - Additional Police Commissioner
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Speaking in a distinguished
institution, a political leader
expressed concern that after
Rabindranath Tagore in 1913,
no Indian has received the
Nobel Prize in Literature. His
question—“Is the writing of
our country not at the level
anymore? Or has it been
ignored by international insti-
tutions?”—was thought-pro-
voking. But the tone was aloof.
However, when you think
about it, the answer is obvious.
During the British Raj, India
produced a number of great
poets, artists, scientists, schol-
ars, and thinkers. Many of

them have an international
reputation. The solitary Nobel
Prize in literature was also
received during the British
period. Under the British, our
talents flourished. The educa-
tional institutions of the British
rulers encouraged talents with-
out discrimination on any
ground. Did our desi leaders,
post-British rule, continue that
noble tradition? It is well-
recognised that the education-
al institutions of British India
declined rapidly after
Independence. Instead of nur-
turing talent, new policies,
knowingly or unknowingly,

worked toward their suppres-
sion or migration to the West.
Isn’t it curious that during the
British Raj, hardly any Indian
writer, scientist, artist, or schol-
ar decided to settle abroad?
Whereas in Independent India,
talent of all kinds began set-
tling in Europe and America,
leaving India for good. To come
to the issue, the leader who
pointed out our lack of Nobels
seems unaware that there are
two essential prerequisites to
help grow quality writers. One,
to connect children & youth
with great literature, taking
care that they also get time

and encouragement to savour
it. Second, to maintain a whole
system of good institutions and
platforms for learning, teach-
ing, writing, publishing, and
interacting. To ensure all this,
staying away from narrowness
or compromise must be a rule.
But desi leaders, preachy and
voluble, did the opposite! The
British made arrangements in
every field of knowledge and
science to promote talent—
modern public institutions,
great libraries, newspapers,
magazines, entire new learning
disciplines like history, civics,
etc.

It took a mere six minutes in the Lok Sabha and
a few minutes more in the Rajya Sabha to wipe
out an established industry. In a matter of 48
hours, the passing of the Bill on Promotion and
Regulation of Online Gaming Bill 2025 has
adversely impacted 2,00,000 direct employees,
Rs 23,613 crore in investments, over Rs 4,500
crore in advertisements and Rs 20,000 crores in
direct and indirect taxes. The Bill, now an Act,
was introduced in Parliament without undergo-
ing the due process of a draft for public opinion,
stakeholder consultations, or, at the very least, a
warning. Policy corridor whispers imply that
even allies were not aware of such a move. A
decade-old, established sector constitutionally
guaranteed under Article 19 has been asked to
wrap up operations and told it will be held liable
for criminal actions, including those of its
employees, if it doesn’t comply. While the Act
aims to safeguard public health and address the
concern of offshore illegal platforms, any ban,
especially in the digital space, has consistently
proven to have amplified the issue multiple
times. The immediate fallout would include eco-
nomic disruptions, shifts in user behaviour, and
social harms.The opaque strategy adopted by
the government in this case highlights the grave
direction that policy-making is taking in India.
The uncertainty goes far beyond the online real
money gaming sector and will set a precedent
for future policies in each sector. This swift and
unconsulted legislative strike is not just a regula-
tory misstep but a stark warning of the growing
unpredictability in India’s policy landscape, one
that could unravel investor confidence, domestic
business trust, and exacerbate systemic issues
like brain drain of talent and businesses. The
immediate economic toll is staggering and
underscores the bill’s shortsightedness. Beyond
the 2,00,000 direct jobs at risk, it affects ancillary
industries like fintech, advertising, and content
creation. Annual GST revenues of Rs 20,000-
25,000 crore and TDS of Rs 1,080 crore (FY24)
will evaporate, creating fiscal gaps at a time
when India’s fiscal deficit stands at Rs 15.77 lakh
crore, amounting to 4.8 per cent of GDP. But the
real cautionary tale lies in the investor disarray
this creates. A reported foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) of $2.7 billion and startup funding of
$2.8 billion in real money gaming are now
stranded. This unpredictability echoes broader
patterns in India’s policy environment, where
sudden changes deter long-term commitments.
For instance, the 2019 e-commerce FDI rules,
which restricted inventory models for e-com-
merce platforms, led to a reported slowdown in
US-India tech investments, with firms citing reg-
ulatory whiplash as a key barrier. Similarly, retro-
spective tax demands in the past (e.g., the
Vodafone case) have been linked to a dip in FDI
inflows, with studies showing that economic pol-
icy uncertainty reduces FDI by up to 30 per cent
in emerging markets like India. The 2025
Kearney FDI Confidence Index highlights regula-
tory complexity and ease of doing business as
concerns for investors in India, potentially shov-
ing off billions in inflows amid global uncertain-
ties like US tariffs. Businesses, particularly in the
digital economy, thrive on stability. This bill’s
passage without stakeholder input, bypassing
the Pre-Legislative Consultation Policy, sends a
chilling message: Today’s thriving sector could
be tomorrow’s casualty. As the industry voices
alarm, with petitions likely heading to courts,
the precedent risks cascading effects on adja-
cent digital fields where India aims for global
leadership but faces investor hesitation due to
such volatility. In the larger scheme, this policy
unpredictability is accelerating India’s brain
drain, particularly in tech and digital innovation,
where skilled professionals seek more stable
environments abroad. Data from 2025 reveals
a stark reality: Over 1,05,000 global
tech layoffs this year alone, with
20 per cent occurring in India,
have pushed thousands of
engineers and developers to
migrate.

The problem was that the
Indian Army just didn’t have
the resources. In 1954, India
formalised this reality, ceding
many of its colonial-era
rights, like stationing troops
in Lhasa, historian Karunakar
Gupta has written. The
Intelligence Bureau, though,
looked the other way, as the
CIA supplied weapons and
equipment to Khampa insur-
gents from 1958 on, historian
Claude Arpi has written.  India
also ignored CIA flights in sup-
port of Tibetan insurgents,
which crossed over its territo-
ry en route from Dhaka.
Langley supported the found-
ing of the Special Frontier
Force, intended to carry the
PLA along the China-India
Line of Actual Control. The
CIA also oversaw the inser-
tion of nuclear-powered sur-
veillance equipment to gath-
er intelligence on China’s
nuclear-weapons pro-
gramme. Even as this intelli-
gence cooperation continued,
Prime Minister Nehru publicly
complained that the United
States was interfering in
Indian politics, “buying up
newspapers and spreading a
network of publicity organisa-
tions.” Later, Prime Minister
Indira assailed foreign powers
plotting to “run down India.”
CIA agents, American intelli-
gence officer Russell Jack
Smith wrote sharply, “were to
be found according to
Madame Gandhi, beneath
every charpoy and behind
every neem tree.” Even as
Prime Minister Indira fre-
quently railed against CIA
intervention to bring about
regime change—and public
outrage erupted when the

journal Ramparts disclosed
CIA funding for Indian anti-
Communist political parties in
1967—the relationship car-
ried on in the darkness, as it
were. As Sanjeevi told CIA
interlocutors in 1950,  “he fre-
quently had to take inde-
pendent action without the
knowledge of his govern-
ment”. The intelligence rela-
tionship survived even in the
face of contradictory United
States objectives. For exam-
ple, CIA personnel told India
they had detected signals
linking the jihadist warlord
Sirajuddin Haqqani .
w.
ith the Inter-Services
Intelligence Directorate after
the 2008 bombing of the
Indian embassy in Kabul, jour-
nalist Carlotta Gall has
revealed. And although the
FBI failed to pass on credible
intelligence that Lashkar-e-
Taiba operative David
Headley was a terrorist, it
later helped the National
Investigation Agency tie the
26/11 attack to Pakistan. Even
though President Trump’s
administration has shown lit-

tle interest in building a deep-
er counter-terrorism relation-
ship—seeing jihadist violence
as a secondary concern,
unless it directly threatens
the United States—the ties
built between intelligence
services are likely to prove
durable. Will the intelligence
relationship solve the broad-
er crisis in India-US ties?
Almost certainly, no. But it
does mean there are strong
pillars that will hold up the
relationship until a saner
political leadership takes
charge.
Edward Heath, Great Britain’s
Prime Minister, felt the words
wash over him, hot like a
dragon’s breath: “The United
States had received nothing
from India except a kick in the
teeth, in exchange for $¾  bil-
lion last year,” President
Richard Nixon raged. The
Indians, Nixon went on,
thought “the white nations
had no choice but to come in
and bail India out.” Alarmed,
British Foreign Secretary Alec
Douglas-Home stepped in.
“The Indians were admittedly
intolerably high-minded,” he

accepted. “But there was an
important common interest
in preserving Indian inde-
pendence from Soviet and
Chinese domination.” The
invective against Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi and
her nation, provoked by her
refusal to back down on
Bangladesh, continued in the
privacy of Nixon’s office,
though: “A slippery, treacher-
ous people,” “bastards,” “old
witch,” “b*tch”. Even as the
political leadership in both
countries raged against each
other, the relationship
between the Central
Intelligence Agency and the
Research and Analysis Wing
remained robust, historian
Paul McGarr writes. In 1973,
the head of Prime Minister
Indira’s secretariat, Prithvi
Nath Dhar, and the chief of
R&AW, Rameshwar Nath Kao,
lobbied for CIA chief William
Colby to visit New Delhi. As
President Donald Trump
appears to be leading the
India-United States relation-
ship into an abyss from which
there is no return—adding
restrictions to the outsourc-
ing of jobs on the back of crip-
pling tariffs—the period
between 1971 and 1973
shows the two countries have
been locked in airless places
before. The intelligence serv-
ices of both countries,
though, found ways to bypass
potholes and cul-de-sacs,
ensuring strategic conversa-
tion continued. Little under-
stood, India-US intelligence
ties flourished in the shadow
of the Cold War, as New Delhi
resolutely proclaimed its
commitment to non-align-
ment. Late in the summer of

1949, India was struggling to
contain its first post-
Independence insurgency, an
uprising by communists in the
Telangana region. The Indian
Army, sent to Hyderabad to
battle the Nizam’s armies,
found itself at war with peas-
ant insurgents in Telangana.
Thousands died in the brutal
conflict, Jonathan Kennedy
and Sunil Purushotham have
recorded, as the Army herded
Adivasis into concentration
camps in near-starvation con-
ditions. Less than forty-seven
years old and with little expe-
rience in global politics, an
unassuming police officer was
tasked with helping India find
the right tools to deal with
the crisis. TG Sanjeevi, earlier
a Superintendent of Police in
Madras, and now Director of
the Intelligence Bureau, was
ordered to make a three-
week visit to Washington.For
decades before
Independence, the
Intelligence Bureau had been
relentlessly focused on the
threat of communist terror-
ism. Telangana was its first
challenge after
Independence—and, it
seemed, its first potential fail-
ure. To Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru, it seemed
that the threat was transna-
tional and a danger to the
survival of the Indian repub-
lic. The colonial legacy meant
India had a substantial rela-
tionship with the United
Kingdom’s intelligence servic-
es. The Security Service, pop-
ularly known as MI5, was a
critical source of assistance in
the first years after
Independence. India became
debilitatingly reliant.

In the world of market-
ing, a new entrant’s
toughest task is to
break the perception
built around the old
guard. Established
brands don’t crumble
because of direct
attacks. They erode
when their aura is
punctured, when their
carefully constructed
image is made to look
smaller, or even laugh-
able.  Politics is not dif-
ferent.  Though for
decades, MK Stalin was
no more than a ‘possi-
ble’ political heir to for-
mer Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu M
Karunanidhi, things
changed in 2019. Stalin
was turned into a
brand, crafted meticu-
lously as the only
answer, as an able
administrator, and a
calm and composed
CM post the 2021 elec-
tions. He was present-
ed as the inevitable fig-
ure, the steady numero
uno of contemporary
Tamil Nadu Politics, a
man positioned above
ridicule. Even his critics
rarely succeed in dis-
mantling his image.
Actor turned politician
Vijay was out to
destroy that brand
when he called him,
“My dear Stalin uncle.”
With such an open
taunt at his second
public rally, Vijay was-
n’t merely addressing
the Chief Minister; he
was reframing him.
What at first sounds
like cinema dialogue is,
in LinkedIn lingo, classic

disruption. A single
word that wedges into
the aura of authority,
triggering what one
might call the ‘uncle-ifi-
cation of a statesman’.
Stalin was recast as just
another politician, a
figure who is now the
subject of memes. This
is not an insult for
insult’s sake, but rather
is a strategy through
vocabulary. Political
authority in Tamil Nadu
has always been the-
atrical. MGR’s heroism,
Jayalalithaa’s imperi-
ousness, Karunanidhi’s
oratory skills, Stalin’s
calm—these are curat-
ed performances.
Brands with narra-
tives.“Uncle” in this
context is not reveren-
tial. It’s casual, familiar,
and even patronising.
The strength of Stalin’s
brand lies in the dis-
tance it creates, and
Vijay’s jab collapses
that distance instantly.
It is lethal in politics. It
forces a new narrative
onto the mainstream
discourse, away from
discussions on policy
and performance, and
instead drags it into a
battle of personalities.
Marketing teaches us
that the most viral
campaigns are not the
longest ones, but the
most repeatable ones.
The same applies to
political communica-
tion in the social media
age. Uncle’ is not just a
word but a weapon in
what Tamil politics
increasingly resem-
bles—nickname war-

fare. A meme-ready
shorthand handed over
to the trolls, clipped
into reels, recycled into
jokes, hash-tagged into
tweets. DMK’s own and
meticulously built digi-
tal army, usually skilled
at dictating the narra-
tive, is now forced to
rebut it. And rebuttal,
sadly, is half the battle
lost.  As one would
have expected, social
media is abuzz with the
keyword ‘Uncle’. Not
one but a thousand
iterations of the same
comment are afloat
across the state’s digi-
tal space – “What
uncle.
it is very wrong uncle.”

Every attempt at creat-
ing a ‘third and alter-
nate force’ in Tamil
Nadu—be it Kamal
Haasan, Seeman,
Vijayakanth,  Vaiko, or
GK Moopanar before
them—has struggled
because they failed to
dent the DMK–AIADMK
binary.  Voters saw
them as the ‘Third’ per-
son outside of the duel,
not mainstream play-
ers. Vijay is trying a dif-
ferent path. Not with a
policy vision, not with
organisational might,
nor with uniquely posi-
tioned ideological ser-
mons, but with classic
brand disruption. By
making Stalin react, or
at least by forcing his
sympathisers to, Vijay
dug a pit in the binary.
He no longer wants to
be the outsider. He
wants to insert himself
into it.

Vijay is winning the nickname war in Tamil Nadu.

He’s attacking Brand Stalin with ‘uncle’ taunt
As I write this column from Boston,

the biggest American newspapers
have the Tianjin meeting of Prime
Minister Modi, President Putin, and
President Xi—all three smiling and
shaking hands—as a leading news
item. The sub-theme is also that
President Trump’s policies are driving
them closer, perhaps opening the
door to an anti-US unity in interna-
tional geopolitics. The talk of an anti-
American unity is perhaps prema-
ture. At least two of the three
nations, China and India, have signif-
icant ties with the US, which can be
ruptured only at a very great cost.
Despite the talk of a decline, the US is
still the world’s largest economy. At
the end of 2024, according to the
World Bank, America’s GDP was
$29.18 trillion, which amounted to
26.2 per cent of the world economy
($111.33 trillion). A market of that
size cannot easily be shunned.
Indeed, most countries and corpora-
tions would covet access to it. But
there is no doubt that Trump’s radi-

cal break from America’s post-Cold
War foreign policy, especially his use
of tariffs as an economic and political
tool, is creating new geopolitical and
economic scenarios. Countries must
take into account these changes as
they make adjustments in their for-
eign policies. Of course, Trump is
known to be mercurial and abrupt
changes in his policies cannot be
wholly ruled out. However, three
things are likely to remain constant:
use of trade tariffs, opposition to
immigration, and smaller American
investments in international security.
The changes in these realms, if any,
are likely to be of degree.
Fundamental changes can take place
only if the results of these policies
are catastrophic for his MAGA base,
especially via inflation or if the judici-
ary intervenes more firmly than it
has done so far. How should India,
severely jolted by Trump’s tariffs,
imagine its way forward? Let me sug-
gest that China will even more cen-
tral to India’s foreign policy.

China will be more central to India now.

Though an anti-US unity is premature

India’s online gaming ban shows

today’s thriving sector could be

tomorrow’s casualty

Why hasn’t India won the Nobel Prize for literature

after Independence? Quality of education

India understood the need to
widen its partnerships
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Delhi dominates India's top
college list

Delhi : Delhi University's Hindu College has
topped the National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF) 2025 list, followed by Miranda
House, Hans Raj, Kirori Mal and St Stephen's,
emerging as the top five colleges in the country.
Delhi University (DU) also recorded its best-ever
performance in the Universities category, rising
to fifth position from last year's sixth. It advanced
to 12th place in the Research Institutions list and
retained the 15th spot overall. Vice Chancellor
Yogesh Singh called the achievement "a land-
mark moment", crediting the collective efforts of
faculty, students, alumni and staff. Hindu College
Principal Anju Srivastava said the recognition
reflected the college's focus on holistic educa-
tion. "We have created an ecosystem where stu-
dents get opportunities for research, innovation
and practical exposure. Under NEP reforms, they
are pursuing interests beyond the classroom with
flexibility and industry linkages," she told.
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) secured the
second spot among universities. Vice Chancellor
Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit said the ranking was
a matter of great pride, highlighting JNU's model
of "excellence with equity and innovation with
inclusion". 

CBSE and NCB to Raise Drug
Abuse Awareness

Delhi : Together, the NCB and the Central Board
of Secondary Education are working to eliminate
drug use from schools and raise public awareness
about the dangers of substance misuse. The CBSE
board headquarters hosted an agreement signing
event. The CBSE announced in an official state-
ment that the two organizations have reached an
agreement that will allow them to work together
on various projects. These projects will include
community outreach, counselling services for
students and parents, e-modules on drug preven-
tion, capacity-building workshops for teachers
and counsellors, and quarterly awareness pro-
grams.

Delhi : Union
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan
voiced his faith in
NCERT's ability to push
educational reforms
and bring about a par-
adigm change in
teaching and learning,
despite the fact that
the council has been
criticized for its text-
book updates. In his
support of NCERT's ini-
tiatives to implement
the reforms proposed
in NE, Pradhan com-
pared it to a "Gyan
Kumbh" that has had a
profound impact on
the lives of many
Indians. At its 65th
Foundation Day,
Pradhan emphasized
that NCERT needs to
take the lead in trans-
forming India's educa-
tion system by adopt-
ing a reform-oriented
and tech-driven role. It
has come a long way
since its start, espe-
cially in terms of edu-
cation's role in nation-
building. 

He emphasized that

the organization need-
ed to "don a new
avatar" that was
reform-oriented, tech-
driven, and focused on
best practices in order
to embrace its role as
a change leader. With
unwavering convic-
tion, Pradhan declared
that NCERT will "bring
a paradigm shift in
teaching and learning
and play a key role in
actualising the goal of
Samridhh Bharat."
"Confident that NCERT
will continue shaping
critical and creative
thinking in the 'Amrit
Peedhi'," stated the
professor.  

Delhi : The 
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT)
Madras has topped
the National
Institutional 
Ranking Framework
(NIRF) 2025 for the
seventh consecutive
year, and also
emerged the top
engineering college
in India for the 10th
year since the rank-
ings were intro-
duced in 2016. Like
last year, the Indian
Institute of Science
(IISc) Bengaluru is
ranked second in
the overall ranking,
and IIT Bombay
third. The first non-
engineering institu-
tion in the Top 10 of
the overall ranking
is the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences, Delhi at
eighth (seventh last
year); the IITs at
Delhi, Kanpur,
Kharagpur, and

Roorkee (which
swapped places
with AIIMS) hold the
fourth, fifth, sixth
and seventh places.
Jawaharlal Nehru
University (New
Delhi) and Banaras
Hindu University
(Varanasi) have
moved up to the
ninth and tenth
spots, respectively.
Union education
minister 
Dharmendra 
Pradhan and minis-
ter of state for edu-
cation Sukanta
Majumdar

announced the
overall rankings and
rankings across 17
categories for higher
education institu-
tions (HEls).

The cate-
gories include engi-
neering, manage-
ment, medicine,
university, law,
research, and agri-
culture. There is also
a category just for
colleges. A total of
14,163 higher edu-
cation institutions
participated in the
10th edition of NIRF
Rankings. 

Delhi : The Board of Control for Cricket in India
will conduct elections for the post of all its office-
bearers - president, vice-president, secretary,
joint secretary and treasurer, in Mumbai on
September 28. In a notice, seen by to all the state
associations, BCCI secretary Devajit Saikia stated,
"Notice is hereby given that the 94th Annual
General Meeting (hereinafter referred to as
"AGM") of the Board of Control for Cricket in
India ("BCCI"), which will be held at 11.30 AM on
September 28, 2025, at BCCI headquarters at
Mumbai, to transact the business as per the
agenda provided below." "The minutes of the
93rd Annual General Meeting held on September
29, 2024, the minutes of the Special General
Meeting held on January 1, 2025, and the min-
utes of the Special General Meeting held 2025,
are attached herewith. Rest of the agenda papers
will follow shortly. You are kindly requested to
attend the meeting," Saikia concluded. 

NMC asks medical colleges
to deploy PG students in

flood-affected areas
Delhi : The National Medical Commission (NMC)
has asked all medical colleges across the country
to deploy post-graduate medical students in
flood-affected areas. 
The deployment would be a part of the district

residency programme, according to its recent
directive. The directive states: "In view of recent
floods/disaster-like situations in northern
states/UTs, there is an urgent requirement for
healthcare professionals as part of the ongoing
relief measures.

Delhi : The Supreme Court
said its 2014 verdict by a five-
judge constitution bench
that the Right to Education
(RTE) Act did not apply to
religious and linguistic minor-
ity educational institutions
"strikes at the heart of good
quality universal elementary
education, its consequences
are far-reaching" and should
be reconsidered. A two-
judge bench forwarded a
bundle of Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra appeals on
whether minority-run
schools required passing the
Teacher Eligibility Test to CJI
to consider advancing the
matter to a larger bench. It
claimed exempting minority
institutions from the Act
would erode inclusion.
Minority schools are exempt

from teacher appointment
and free education for
underprivileged children
laws. The SC court noted its
2014 verdict basically divided
RTE under Article 21A from
collective rights under Article
30(1), which allow minority
communities to construct
and run educational institu-
tions. 

The Pramati Educational

and Cultural Trust (case)
exempts minority schools,
whether aided or unaided,
from the RTE Act using
clause (1) of Article 30 of the
Constitution, which we dis-
agree was correctly decided.
Thus, a revisiting of the ruling
seems inevitable "Justice
Dipankar Datta, who wrote
the bench verdict with
Justice Manmohan, stated.  

Delhi :The 
Supreme Court noti-
fied NCERT, the Union
government, and six
states to respond to a
plea to integrate trans-
gender inclusive sex
education in school
curricula. Chief Justice
of India (CJI) Bhushan
R Gavai and Justice K
Vinod Chandran sent
notices to the Centre,
NCERT, and
Maharashtra, Punjab,
Karnataka, and Tamil
Nadu on the case
brought by 16-year-old
Delhi student Kaavya
Mukherjee Saha.

Class 12 stu-
dent from Vasant
Valley School in Delhi
filed the case, com-

plaining about the lack
of transgender-inclu-
sive 
Comprehensive
Sexuality Education
(CSE) in NCERT and
SCERT textbooks. The
student wants binding
gender sensitisation
and transgender-inclu-
sive CSE rules in all
schools nationwide.
Senior advocate Gopal
S a n ka ra n a raya n a n ,
representing Saha,

told the bench that
NCERT had recently
admitted in a Right to
Information (RTI) reply
that it had "no infor-
mation" on integrating
CSE into school educa-
tion, despite a 2024
Supreme Court order.
Saha's petition
claimed that NCERT 
and most state coun-
cils of educational
research and training
(SCERTs) have failed to
include structured or
examinable content on
gender identity, gen-
der diversity, and sex
and gender despite
Sections 2(d) and 13 of
the Transgender
Persons (Protection of
Rights) Act, 2019.  

Delhi : The
Supreme Court criti-

cized the Telangana
government's domi-
cile policy, which
requires students to
have attended
Classes 9–12 in the
state to be eligible for
state quota medical
seats through
NEET,saying it was
distant from reality.
Many students now
study in Kota for Class
11 and 12 to get bet-
ter coaching for med-
ical and engineering
entrance exams.
Should they be
denied admission
because they are not
Telangana residents?
"CJI BR Gavai, Justices
K Vinod Chandran
and Joymalya Bagchi
asked. "You must
have a humane
approach." Such stu-
dents should not be
harassed. Students
whose parents are
from Telangana are
entitled for state
quota seats regard-
less of where they fin-
ished Class 11 and 12,
"CJI warned, "Either

you (the govt) rectify
the matter, or we will
set it right." Advocate
Raghenth Basant told
the bench that the
domicile bar has cre-
ated a sensitive situa-
tion for kids whose
parents were born in
Telangana and have
lived there.
Children of a Kerala

resident posted in
Telangana for four
years who complete
Class 9-12 in
Telangana are eligible
for state quota med-
ical seats. He said
youngsters who study
outside Telangana
despite their parents
being natural citizens
cannot apply for state
quota medical seats.  

Medical seat domicile rule

of T'gana flawed: SC

Delhi : The DUSU
Election Commission
has made it clear that
all that is needed to
run for student union
office in the forthcom-
ing elections is an affi-
davit and a Rs 1 lakh
surety bond. Neither
the school nor their
own bank accounts
will require them to
deposit this sum. It is
sufficient for a candi-
date to submit an affi-
davit and a surety
bond, stated Chief
Election Officer Prof.
Raj Kishor Sharma dur-
ing a news conference.
Neither the university
nor their account will
request the payment

of this sum. He
emphasized that the
goal of this measure
was to increase clarity
and simplicity. In addi-
tion, the presiding offi-
cer, Dr. Rajesh Singh,
emphasized the
Election Commission's
dedication to holding
fair and free elections
and urged all parties
involved to work

together. While outlin-
ing the DUSU 2025–26
election program and
code of conduct,
Sharma made sure to
mention that cam-
paigning with hand-
made posters is strictly
forbidden and can
only be done on dedi-
cated "Democracy
Walls."  

Delhi : National Green
Tribunal (NGT) asked IIT
Delhi to examine the
effectiveness of UV
technology in sewage
treatment and directed
the DPCC to take puni-
tive action against 14
STPS, which, as per a
report, failed to meet
the standards. 

A tribunal

bench, headed by NGT
chairperson Justice
Prakash Shrivastava, in
an order  took notice of
a report by Delhi Jal
Board (DJB). 

The report stated that
of 37 STPs in the city,
seven were yet to be
installed with a disin-
fection system, four had
not installed any sys-

tem, while among oth-
ers, 15 had deployed
UV and 11 had chlorina-
tion-based disinfection
systems to treat bacte-
ria in sewage before
discharging the treated
water into drains. For
those yet to be
installed, the process
was initiated or tenders
awarded.

Pradhan Mantri Kalyan 

Yojana relies on NCERT

Assess UV technology in sewage 

treatment, NGT directs IIT Delhi

IIT Madras, IISc B'luru, IIT 

Bombay top 3 in NIRF 2025

Supreme Court asks Centre,

NCERT on transgender-inclusive

BCCI to hold AGM on Sept 28 to

elect president, secretary, other

office bearers

CEO tells DUSU hopefuls to submit

bond and affidavit, no deposit required

Delhi: Hindu College at
Delhi University has set
itself apart from other
Indian universities by
creating a public policy
lab. Officials have stat-
ed that the goal is to
include real-world poli-
cymaking into both
undergraduate and
graduate programs.
With the goal of
democratizing and
decentralizing the
process of knowledge
generation, the lab is
designed to serve as a
hub for 
policy simulations,
applied research, and
field-based .

Hindu University

establishes public

policy institute

Delhi : A whopping 71% of
businesses in the electronics
sector have shown a great
desire to hire LGBTQIA+
apprentices, making it one of
the most welcoming sectors
for this demographic. Overall,
64 percent of Indian compa-
nies are welcoming of
LGBTQIA+ apprentices, so this
is just one more example of a
larger trend. The
January–March TeamLease
Degree Apprenticeship
Outlook Report emphasizes
this change. The majority of
electronics and telecom firms
(71%) are eager to hire
LGBTQIA+ apprentices.

Companies in the elec-

tronics industry are the

most welcoming to

LGBTQIA+ apprentices.

SC: Why are minority institutions excluded from RTE?

Delhi: Teachers from
Delhi University brought
up issues with professor
recruitment in front of a
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Committee, claiming that
the SC/ST populations
were marginalized on a
systematic level.
Committee on the
Welfare of Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes. 
They paid a visit to DU
and had in-depth inter-
views with eighty people,
including faculty, stu-

DU teachers raise

issues of unoccu-

pied reserved seats
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