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Phaphamau 

On Wednesday, a traffic survey was conducted
in areas under
the Phaphamau
police station,
including
Phaphamau
market, bypass
intersection,
and Phaphamau
bridge.
Considering the
increasing
crowds, DCP Ganganagar Kuldeep Singh
Gunawat and ACP Tharwai Arun Parashar
reviewed the security arrangements. Special
attention was given to traffic management at
the site.  Phaphamau Station House Officer
Ashwani Singh and his police team were pres-
ent to ensure that there was no unnecessary
crowding on the road and that traffic flowed
smoothly. ACP Tharwai Arun Parashar stated
that the upcoming fair is also being taken into
consideration, and police teams have been
deployed at various locations to manage traffic
congestion and ensure smooth movement of
vehicles. 

Police teams were present

to control the increasing

traffic congestion

Prayagraj. Police have
arrested Mohammad Irfan,
the son-in-law who publicly
shot and killed his mother-in-
law. Police from Kareli
police station, along with
other teams, were conducting
raids in search of Irfan. On
Wednesday, the police appre-
hended Irfan. The pistol used
in the murder was also recov-
ered from him. Irfan had
been having a dispute with
his in-laws after an argument
with his wife, Chand Bibi.
Irfan's wife had been living
with her parents for several
years. Irfan wanted to
forcibly take her back. Chand
Bibi's mother, Irfan's mother-
in-law, Ashia Khatoon (55),
was opposing this. On
December 26, Irfan dragged
his mother-in-law onto the
street, shot her in the head,
and fled. Irfan's wife alleges
that Irfan wanted her to run a
sex racket. When she
opposed this, he killed her
mother. Ashia Khatoon (55)
lived near the Akbarpur Old
Mosque with her three daugh-

ters and four sons. Ashia
Khatoon's husband, Mushtaq
Ahmed Mali, died several
years ago. Her daughters are
Rizwana, Farzana, and Chand

Bibi. Chand Bibi is the
youngest. Her four sons are
Naushad, Munna, Irshad, and
Dilshad.Her daughter, Chand
Bibi, had a love marriage

with Mohammad Irfan 15
years ago. 

They have one
daughter and one son. Irfan, a
resident of Akbarpur,

returned from Saudi Arabia in
2019. He worked as a welder
there.After returning from
Saudi Arabia, he married
Chand Bibi in 2020. He did
not return to Saudi Arabia.
He started working as a
welder in Prayagraj. When
Irfan and Chand Bibi had a
dispute, she went to live with
her mother.

Irfan was having a
dispute with his wife. It was
because of this dispute that
Irfan came to his in-laws'
house again today. A fight
broke out there. After the
argument, Irfan dragged his
mother-in-law out of the
house onto the street and shot
her in the head.Panic spread
in the area after the incident.
The police arrived at the
scene after being informed,
but the accused had already
fled.

The police are
questioning the family mem-
bers.He wanted me to run a
sex racketThe daughter,
Chand Bibi, said, "Irfan first
wanted to bring friends and

acquaintances to the house
and force me into immoral
activities. When I refused, he
started beating me. After that,
he directly wanted me to run
a sex racket. That's why I had
a fight with him and came
back to my parents'
house."Even then, he didn't
leave me alone. 
He would come to my par-
ents' house at night, intoxi-
cated, and beat me. On
December 23, he came home
drunk and tried to drag me
away after beating me. When
the neighbors intervened, he
threatened them and left. I
had also filed a complaint
against my husband at the
Kareli police station.DCP
City Manish Shandilya said,
"We received information
that a woman had been shot
dead. The son-in-law com-
mitted the murder due to a
family dispute. The woman's
body has been sent for post-
mortem. The accused will be
arrested soon, and the case
will be solved."One attach-
ment• 

Son-in-law who murdered mother-in-law arrested: Dragged mother-in-

law onto the street and shot her, pistol used in the murder recovered

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj. On New
Year's Eve at the
Kriya Yoga Ashram in
Jhansi, Kriya Yoga
Guru Swami Shri
Yogi Satyam Maharaj,
during a special class
for practitioners from
India and abroad,
explained that they
are inviting people
from all over the
world to a Zoom ses-
sion with love and
devotion, so that they
can listen to, under-
stand, and practice the
scientific form of true
knowledge for the
arrival of the light of
the New Year,
enabling them to

experience ever-new
bliss every moment.
This sacred practice
removes all the prob-

lems of life. He also
explained that
Mahavatar Babaji,
through Mahatma

Gandhi, clarified that
a spinning wheel is
constantly moving
within our inner self,

and we should con-
sciously set it in
motion. The power
that rotates in a circu-
lar motion inside the
head, moving from
the head to the spinal
cord and back, is this
spinning wheel. This
is the spinning wheel
of the inner self. The
Mahatma elaborated
on this in detail as the
practice of Kriya
Yoga. Gandhi Ji was
unable to properly
explain to people
about the spinning
wheel constantly
moving within the
inner self. 

Therefore,
Mahatma Gandhi
invented the spinning
wheel and encouraged

everyone to use it,
which provided both
cloth and allowed for
the practice of mantra
recitation while spin-
ning. 

Remember,
Mahavatar Babaji
clearly stated that
Kriya Yoga is the
highest method of
meditation. That is the
spinning wheel of the
inner self. That is why
Mahatma Gandhi
started a movement
centered around the
spinning wheel. So, if
we truly learn to oper-
ate the spinning wheel
within our inner self,
we become free from
all kinds of fear and
anxiety. We fully real-
ize our immortality.

Kriya Yoga Meditation is the Highest Method for

Inner Transformation: Swami Shri Yogi Satyam

Shankargarh. In view
of the upcoming Magh
Mela and New Year
celebrations, the
Shankargarh police
were seen on high
alert. In this connec-
tion, under the leader-
ship of Inspector-in-
Charge Yashpal Singh,
the Shankargarh police
force conducted an
intensive checking
drive at the Taktai bor-
der of Shankargarh,
causing a stir in the
area. 
During the operation,
strict action was taken
against vehicles ille-
gally parked along the
road from the Taktai
border to Shivrajpur
Chowk, and challans
were issued as per
rules. Meanwhile,
encroachments that
had been present for a
long time at
Shivrajpur Chowk
were removed in the

presence of the police
force, which helped in
streamlining the traffic
flow.

Inspector-
in-Charge Yashpal
Singh clarified that no
negligence in law and
order, security, and

traffic management
will be tolerated dur-
ing the Magh Mela
and New Year celebra-
tions. 
He said that the safety
of the general public
is the top priority and
such campaigns will

continue regularly.
While this swift action
by the police brought
relief to commuters
and shopkeepers, it
created a chaotic situ-
ation among those who
were disregarding the
rules. 

Prayagraj. With
numerous hopes in the
new year, the Uttar
Pradesh Education
Service Selection
Commission will open
on Thursday. ??With
former DGP Prashant
Kumar appointed as
the chairman, candi-
dates have high hopes
that the process for old
recruitments will be
completed and adver-
tisements for new
recruitments will also
be released. The first
meeting after Prashant
Kumar's appointment
as chairman was held
on December 23.  In
the meeting, instruc-
tions were given to
prepare a schedule for
the recruitment exami-
nations. Several other
important decisions
were also taken. After
this, the winter vaca-
tion began on
December 25. Now,
after the winter vaca-
tion, the commission
will open on Thursday

in the new year.
Following this, the
commission meeting
will be held on the first
Tuesday of the new
year, January 6. With
this meeting, the
process for recruit-
ments that have been
pending for years is
expected to
begin.Recruitment
expected for approxi-
mately 30,000 TGT-
PGT teacher
positionsThe recruit-
ment process for 624
PGT and 4163 TGT
positions is already
underway by the
Education Service
Selection Commission.
The recruitment

process for these posi-
tions is expected to be
completed in the new
year. In addition, the
Directorate of
Secondary Education
has prepared details for
more than 25,000 TGT-
PGT positions.
Therefore, the recruit-
ment process for these
positions is also
expected to begin in
the new year.More than
2500 Assistant
Professor positions to
be filledThe commis-
sion has already started
the recruitment process
for 1302 Assistant
Professor positions.
The written examina-
tion has been conduct-
ed and the results have
also been declared,
although several objec-
tions have been raised
by the candidates. In
the last meeting of the
commission, it was
decided that the
recruitment process
would be completed
after addressing the

During a special class for practitioners from India and abroad, explained that they are
inviting people from all over the world to a Zoom session with love and devotion

Strict Security Measures on New Year's Eve:
Police Take Swift Action at Taktai Border

Education Service Selection Commission

to open today with new hopes, commis-

sion meeting to be held on January 6
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Not long ago I heard a global
CEO joke that India’s payment
apps impress the world, yet
our biggest export deals still
settle in dollars. The comment
stayed with me because it
captured the paradox of mod-
ern India: a country with the
tools and talent to bridge East
and West, but not choosing to
think bigger.  Today’s global
landscape is splintering. Rising
tensions between the United
States and China have
prompted supply-chain
realignments from Vietnam to
Mexico. Political blocs, tariff
walls, and digital standards

are being remade in real time.
In this environment, many
countries must choose sides.
India, by contrast, can carve a
third path: a true bridge econ-
omy that unites disparate
markets through aligned infra-
structure, finance, and digital
networks. The first piece of
this bridge is production.
India’s Production Linked
Incentive-driven factories are
churning out smartphones,
solar panels, and auto compo-
nents on a scale unseen a
decade ago. Exporters in Pune
now ship precision parts as
easily to Stuttgart in Germany

as they do to Lagos in Nigeria.
Our manufacturing base over-
laps the needs of advanced
economies (where quality
matters) and the rising pur-
chasing power of the emerg-
ing economies. That dual fit is
rare, and it underpins India’s
unique value proposition.
Digital rails reinforce this
bridge. UPI’s transaction vol-
umes surpassed global giants
like Visa, turning wallets into
gateways. Early UPI trials in
the UAE and Singapore show
how a rupee-linked digital cor-
ridor can settle micropay-
ments instantly, without inter-

mediary banks. If India
extends these rails to East
Africa, Southeast Asia, and the
Gulf, small businesses from
Nairobi to Jakarta could trans-
act with Indian partners as
effortlessly as they do with
local vendors. Digital payment
networks are the plumbing of
the 21st-century bridge. With
our digital rails in place, the
next step is ensuring those
goods move as smoothly
across ports and borders.Yet
infrastructure alone is not
enough. Logistics bottlenecks
still cast a shadow on our
ambition.

In the course of less than four months, we have
put up, declared open, or are going to declare
open, three national laboratories. I suppose
before this year is out, some more national lab-
oratories will also be started. This is a great ven-
ture testifying to the faith which our scientists
and, I hope, our Government have in science. I
suppose the putting up of fine and attractive
buildings does some service to science; never-
theless, buildings do not make science as Dr.
Raman has often reminded us. It is human
beings who make science, not bricks and mortar.
Properly equipped buildings, however, help the
human being to work efficiently. It is, therefore,
desirable to have these fine laboratories for
trained persons to work in and for persons to be
trained for future work. You, Sir, referred to the
spirit of science. I wonder what exactly that spir-
it is and to what extent we agree or differ in our
ideas of it. Is science, as is often supposed, a
handmaiden to industry? It certainly wants to
help industry, though not merely for the sake of
helping industry but also because it wants to cre-
ate work for the nation, so that people may have
better living conditions and greater opportuni-
ties for growth. That I suppose will be agreed to
but there is something more to it. What ulti-
mately does science represent? You, Sir, just
referred to scientists declaring war on nature.
May I put it in a different way? We seek the co-
operation of nature, we seek to uncover the
secrets of nature, to understand them and to
utilise them for the benefit of humanity. The
active principle of science is discovery. Now,
what is, if I may ask, the active principle of a
social framework or society? Usually, it stands
for conservatism, remaining where we are, not
changing and carrying on, though, of course,
with some improvement and further additions.
Nevertheless, it is a principle of continuity rather
than of change. So, we come up against a certain
inherent conflict in society between the co-exist-
ing principles of continuity and of conservatism
and the scientific principle of discovery which
brings about change and challenges that conti-
nuity. So the scientific worker, although he is
praised and patted on the back, is nevertheless,
not wholly approved of, because he comes and
upsets the status quo of things. Normally speak-
ing, science seldom really has the facilities that it
deserves except when some misfortune comes
to a country in the shape of war. Then everything
has to be set aside and science has its way, even
though it is for an evil purpose. It is interesting to
see this conflict between the normal conser-
vatism of a static society and the normal revolu-
tionary tendency of the scientist’s discovery
which often changes the basis of that society. It
changes living conditions and the conditions
that govern human life and human survival. I
take it that most people who talk glibly of sci-
ence, including our great industrialists, think of
science merely as a kind of handmaiden to make
their work easier. And so it is. Of course, it does
make their work easier. It adds to the wealth of
the nation and better conditions. All this science
does. But surely science is something more than
that. The history of science shows that it does
not simply better the old. It sometimes upsets
the old. It does not merely add new truths to the
old ones but sometimes the new truth it discov-
ers disintegrates some part of the old truths and
thereby upsets the way of men’s thinking and
the way of their lives. Science, therefore, does
not merely repeat the old in better ways or add
to the old but creates something that is new to
the world and to human consciousness.If we
pursue this line of thought, what exactly does
the spirit of science mean? It means many
things. It means not only accepting the fresh
truth that science may bring, not only
improving the old but being pre-
pared to upset the old if it goes
against that spirit. It also
means not being tied down to
something that is old.

Though an uneasy ceasefire
between Israel and Iran con-
tinues, just two days ago, on
24 June, the Iranian parlia-
ment threatened the closure
of the Strait of Hormuz. But
this was not the first time
that Hormuz, situated at the
narrowest point of the
Persian Gulf, has turned into
a flashpoint between Iran
and the West. Since at least
1300 CE, Hormuz has been
the hinge of Eurasian trade,
where thousands of Indians,
Arabs, Iranians, Mongols,
and Turks made their for-
tunes. Goods poured
through Hormuz, to and fro
the Mediterranean, West
and Central Asia, South and
Southeast Asia, and China.
But in the 16th century, the
Portuguese adventurer
Alfonso da Albuquerque took
control of the port. The
shockwave rippled through
the Western Indian Ocean;
the decades after saw the
end of Hormuz’s promi-
nence, the development of
Iran’s first maritime policy,
and the immigration of tens
of thousands of Indian
traders and investors into the
Gulf and Iran. This is the
story of how Hormuz shaped
the history of India and the
world. Just as the Gulf’s
geography offered opportu-
nities throughout time, it
also created challenges. Its
character was utterly unique,
nothing like our world of
monolithic nation-states.
Sam Dalrymple, historian
and author of Shattered
Lands: The Five Partitions of
India, described Gulf towns
to me as “trading
islands/oasis towns wedged
between the sand sea and
the salt sea. They make less
sense as states and more as
oases filled with traders.”
Their population was never

consistent: it waxed and
waned with the trading sea-
sons, which in turn depend-
ed on the monsoon. Outside
these ports, weather condi-
tions were extreme: storms,
unseasonal winds, scorching
heat and humidity. The Gulf’s
northern edge, shielded
from the Iranian Plateau by a
mountain range, allowed lit-
tle room for coastal states to
grow. In the south, the vast
Arabian desert was home to
small tribes that occasionally
preyed on sea traffic.
Hormuz rose to prominence
because it was able to offer
safe ground for international
trade, without the risk of
piracy. This wasn’t what one
would expect from looking at
it. Barely a few kilometres
across, sweltering Hormuz
was encrusted in salt, with
only one freshwater source.
Its rulers solved this problem
by importing water on
barges from the shore.
Markets were kept open all
night to avoid the daytime

heat. In The Persian Gulf: A
Political and Economic
History of Five Port Cities,
historian Willem Floor fur-
ther explains that the rulers
of Hormuz imposed an
embargo on timber, oars,
coir, iron and steel, which
prevented their rivals from
building ships. They then
took control of nearby ports,
establishing a chokehold on
the Gulf. Though Hormuz’s
rulers were Muslim, the
island made no segregations
on ethnic or religious lines.
The second-largest ethnic
group on the island were
Indians, who conducted a
roaring trade in horses in the
13th century CE. In ‘India’s
Sea Trade with Iran in
Medieval Times’, historian
Shireen Moosvi discusses the
Somanatha-Veraval inscrip-
tion, recording the construc-
tion of a mosque in Somnath
in 1264 by the Hormuz mer-
chant Nuruddin Firoz. The
Sanskrit portion of the
inscription describes the

mosque as a dharma-
sthanam, and mentions the
direct involvement of
Gujarat’s ruling Chalukya
king and his officials in the
grant. If this Hormuz mer-
chant had such influence,
writes Moosvi, “Hormuz
merchants must surely have
formed an elite group of
some importance… in the
Chaulukya kingdom of
Gujarat.”For the next centu-
ry, Hormuz continued to
flourish. According to
Moosvi, Hormuz’s networks
extended as far as
Uzbekistan and Turkey.
Goods shipped from Hormuz
reached, in relays, all the way
to China. The Chinese admi-
ral Zheng He brought his vast
armada there multiple times
in the 15th century, where
he exchanged ceramics and
silks for the luxuries of
Western Eurasia. Strategic
resources such as horses
were shipped to India from
Hormuz; in return, India pro-
vided necessities such as rice

to the Gulf ports, as well as
cloth, metals, woods, and
spices. In his edited volume
India and the Indian Ocean,
1500-1800, MN Pearson
notes that exchanges over-
whelmingly favoured India.
Vast quantities of silver and
salt were required to balance
the trade. In the early 1500s,
the Portuguese erupted into
the Indian Ocean. From their
galleons—artillery platforms
designed for deep-sea and
coastal voyaging—they
attempted to take control of
trade gateways in the Indian
Ocean, including Hormuz.
They stationed a permanent
garrison on the island in
1515, but immediately ran
into problems. At the same
time, the Mughal Empire of
the Indian subcontinent con-
solidated its reach into
Afghanistan. Conquering
Kandahar, the Mughals sta-
bilised overland routes from
India to Central Asia, further
weakening the appeal of
Hormuz. According to Floor,
the Ottoman Empire, which
controlled Iraq, attempted to
get rid of the Portuguese in
1552 but failed. It would be
an Iranian power which final-
ly expelled them and
restored some normalcy to
the Gulf trade. 

But Hormuz would
never again be independent.
Up to this point, riven by
internal strife, the Safavid
dynasty of Iran had paid little
attention to events in
Hormuz—though they were
technically its overlords.
However, Shah Abbas I (r.
1587–1629), a contemporary
of the Mughal emperor
Jahangir, eventually consoli-
dated power. He was
alarmed by the loss of both
Kandahar and Hormuz, cru-
cial to Iran’s trade with the
steppe and the ocean. 

There is a new ‘captain’
in Kerala. After the
Congress-led United
Democratic Front
wrested the Nilambur
seat from the Left
Democratic Front, the
state media lavished
praise on Leader of the
Opposition VD
Satheesan for helming
a crucial electoral win.
On 23 June, the day of
the Nilambur bypoll
verdict, Satheesan
watched the proceed-
ings from the District
Congress Committee
(DCC) office in
Ernakulam. As soon as
the UDF ensured its vic-
tory, Congress leaders
vied among themselves
to shower praises on
the LoP, led by MP Hibi
Eden. It was a mark of
appreciation for
Satheesan, who didn’t
bow down to former
Nilambur MLA PV
Anvar’s diktats and
ensured a win despite
the latter re-entering
the fray. It was PV
Anvar’s resignation
that facilitated the by-
election in the first
place, even if he sought
to extract his pound of
flesh for extending his
support to the UDF.
Leaders within the
Congress – such as
Ramesh Chennithala
and ally Indian Union
Muslim League (IUML)
– advocated Anvar’s
accommodation, with
the by-poll becoming a
bellwether ahead of
the 2026 assembly
election. Nevertheless,

Satheesan stood his
ground and took own-
ership of the decision
to keep Anvar out. It
was a marked depar-
ture from the consen-
sual ways that have
defined the Congress in
recent times. The con-
sensual approach was
necessitated on
account of the party’s
weakening organisa-
tional apparatus, leav-
ing it at the mercy of
various stakeholders
and its supporters frus-
trated. The UDF’s
morale-boosting win
and the credit to
Satheesan prompted
former LoP Ramesh
Chennithala to come
out publicly, stating
how nobody hailed him
as ‘captain’ when he
led the UDF to bypoll
victories in the past.
Power struggles in the
Congress aside, the
UDF seems to be taking
the wrong lessons from
the bypoll by extrapo-
lating it to 2026. On the
contrary, the ruling
Communist Party of
India-
Marxist 
(CPI-M) is leveraging
even the loss to build
its narrative for the
upcoming assembly
election. The Left’s
route to a solitary seat
in successive Lok Sabha
elections in 2019 and
2024 was marked by a
shift in its Hindu vote
base to the Bhartiya
Janata Party (BJP). The
Left has traditionally
been the ‘Hindu party’

in Kerala, whereas the
UDF has been
anchored by minority
communities. Unlike
the 2019 elections—
held in the wake of the
BJP-fuelled Sabarimala
agitation—the 2024
loss made the switch-
ing of Hindu voters a
perpetual phenome-
non. If the CPI-M ini-
tially concentrated on
carving out sections of
UDF’s minority votes to
counter the loss of its
Hindu base, the 2024
loss demonstrated the
urgency to hold on to
its Ezhava vote bank.
This prompted the Left
to double down on its
strategy of portraying
the UDF as a front
backed by communal
elements.

such as Jamaat-e-
Islami. CPI-M deployed
the same tactic in last
year’s Palakkad and
Wayanad bypolls—
alleging that the Social
Democratic Party of
India (SDPI) and Jamaat
were responsible for
UDF’s victory. After the
setback in Nilambur,
CPI-M state secretary
MV Govindan resorted
to the same game plan,
almost like a reflex
action. The potency of
this strategy has
swelled on account of
the polarisation
between the Muslim
and Christian commu-
nities in Kerala lately.
The CPI-M, perhaps,
believes that it can
attract additional
Christian votes.

UDF must look beyond Muslim

votes to win 2026 polls
There is an old saying in English—
‘missing the woods for the trees’. It
means getting so focused on the
minor details that you overlook the
bigger picture. And honestly, this is
what I feel about the new ‘fuel policy.’
Starting 1 July, all end-of-life vehicles
(EOL) in the national capital will be
denied fuel and can also face deregis-
tration, impounding or scrapping.
Reportedly, many Delhi residents
have been lining up at car show-
rooms, panic-buying new vehicles. A
very close friend’s mother called me
up and asked, “Beta, should we buy a
new car?” Let me tell you a bit about
aunty—she’s a retired government
service officer and lives comfortably
with her husband on a decent pen-
sion in one of those societies in
Greater Noida. Other than the twice-
a-week run to the shops and the
occasional drive to meet friends in
Delhi, their 11-year-old Hyundai i10
barely gets used. Yet because of the
new fuel policy announced by Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta—where

older vehicles will not be allowed to
refuel, first in Delhi and later across
the entire National Capital Region
(NCR)—she is genuinely wondering
what to do. Now, let me make it clear
that money is not a problem in this
case. This retired couple can easily
afford a new car. It is just that they
don’t see the need for one. And they
shouldn’t have to. You can think of
thousands of cases like this of retired
folks with perfectly functional and
perfectly maintained vehicles that
will now have to be junked because
of this new policy. This is a waste of
resources. If it is pollution reduction
that we are chasing, the policy does-
n’t consider the massive carbon cost
of building a new car from the ground
up. I’ve read a few arguments in
favour of shared mobility. the govern-
ments like Karnataka are trying to ban
it altogether. And honestly, with how
expensive and unreliable cabs have
become, I’ve decided I’d rather just
drive to the airport and pay the usuri-
ous parking fee myself. 

Delhi’s new fuel policy is forcing people to

buy new cars. It won’t reduce pollution

It’s curious even scientists discard

spirit of science in daily life,

become unscientific: Nehru

Europe’s factories to African startups—how India 

can act as a bridge between economies

Indians ruled the Gulf through Hormuz
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Varanasi 

In the function organized in the Garde
auditorium of Paradkar Smriti Bhawan,
President of Purvanchal Consumer
Welfare Committee and National Food
Security Act Vigilance Member Uday
Kumar Srivastava nominated Neeraj
Choubey (Sonu) as City President
Varanasi. Choubey will work to provide
relief to the oppressed and exploited con-
sumers and to solve the problems of the
common consumers by running a public
awareness campaign. Mainly Ganga
Sahay Pandey, CV Srivastava, Uday
Yadav, Anjani Mishra, Kishan Agrahari,
Nehru Pandey, Anil Mishra, Deep
Narayan Singh, Vivek Pandey and Vikas
Srivastava all gave their heartfelt best
wishes and congratulations in the pro-
gram.

Neeraj Choubey appointed

Metropolitan President of

Purvanchal Consumer

Welfare Committee

Bahraich

If you want to see a clear
picture of corruption in the
MNREGA scheme,
Mustafabad Gram Panchayat
serves as a prime example.
Here the village head, secre-
tary and technical assistant
colluded to get payments five
times for the same road con-
struction work by giving it
different names. An investi-
gation by the MNREGA
ombudsman, based on com-
plaints from villagers,
revealed a scam of Rs.
29,75,153.Bilal Ansari, a res-
ident of the village, along
with other villagers, had
complained to MNREGA

Ombudsman Umesh Tiwari
about the irregularities in the
panchayat. Based on the com-
plaint, the ombudsman con-
ducted an on-site inspection
of the development works
carried out in the Gram
Panchayat with the village
head Abu Sahma, technical
assistant Amol Srivastava and
the secretary.During the
investigation, major irregu-
larities were found in various
works, including interlock
paving from the main road to
Imran house from Dastgir
house to the canal from
Akhtar Master house to the
canal bridge from
Ghanshyam field to Mukhtar
field from the asphalt road to

Raghuraj field from Santosh
field to Murtaza field, from
Lucknow road to Karbala
from Lucknow road to
Bechan field, from the

asphalt road to Laharpur from
the asphalt road to Sapsa bor-
der, from Radheshyam field
to Inder field, from
Chaudagra to Raju house

from Harsakari to
Satyanarayan Yadav from
Harsakari to the Zila
Parishad gate, from the
asphalt road to the brick
pavement from the road to
Suhail plant and from
Lucknow road to Sattar Khan
field, including earthwork,
pond renovation and crema-
tion ground pond excavation.

Ombudsman
Umesh Tiwari stated that
during the site inspection, no
official of the Gram
Panchayat presented any doc-
uments, nor was any informa-
tion board displayed at any of
the work sites. The panchayat
neither provided any docu-
ments nor presented its side

of the story. The investiga-
tion revealed that payments
were repeatedly claimed for
the same work by changing
the name of the task and
manipulating the records.
Payments were even obtained
by creating fake muster rolls
for a road built with contri-
butions from the villagers,
which constitutes serious
unethical conduct and a crim-
inal act. The Lokpal
(ombudsman) has termed this
entire episode a blatant mis-
use of public funds and has
recommended the recovery of
Rs. 29,75,153 in proportion
to the amount involved, to be
deposited into the state treas-
ury.

Ghazipur

A Hindu conference
emphasizing brotherhood,
mutual love, cooperation
and self-respect within
the Hindu community was
held late Monday night at
the Royal Palace in
Banshibazar, under the
auspices of Madhav Basti.
The chief guest, Swami
Jitendra Anand Saraswati
the special guest, Nirmala
Didi and the program
president, Dr. R.P.
Sharma, jointly garlanded
a picture of Bharat Mata
and lit a lamp. In his
address, the chief guest
emphasized five key
transformations for the
centenary year. He elabo-
rated on family enlighten-
ment, social harmony,
environmental protection,
Swadeshi (self-reliance)
and civic duties. He also
spoke about the establish-
ment of the Kashi
Vishwanath Temple at
Banaras Hindu University,
explaining that
Mahamana Madan Mohan
Malaviya, for the sake of
Hindu philosophy, intend-
ed for BHU students to
bathe at the Ganga Ghat,
visit the Baba Vishwanath
Temple, and then proceed
to their classes, thus
ensuring the continuity of
Hindu traditions among
the students.In Pakistan,
Sir Ganga Ram was the
first to open a hospital for

the treatment of women
and his statue was erected
there. When Pakistan sep-
arated from India on
August 14, 1947 the very
next day, on August 15,
Sir Ganga Ram statue was
broken in the name of
idol worship. In
Afghanistan, as soon as
the Taliban regime came
to power, the colossal
statues of Lord Buddha
built on the mountains
were destroyed in the
name of idol worship. In
its century-long journey,
the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) has preserved the
Hindu nation from gener-
ation to generation and on
August 18, 1893 Swami
Vivekananda had to deliv-
er 15 to 20 speeches on
Hinduism. We are a part
of the Hindu nation, the
Sangh's prayer, "Dhwaja
Hindu Rashtrang Bhuta,"
has been sung for a long
time, signifying that we
are a part of the Hindu
nation. Dr. Keshav
Baliram Hedgewar stated
that this is a Hindu
nation, it does need to be

made into a Hindu nation
we are already a part of
the Hindu nation. The
original copy of the
Constitution has a picture
of Ram Rajya (the ideal
rule of Rama) on it. In the
Kumbh Mela at Prayagraj,
millions of Hindus, with-
out any caste discrimina-
tion, bathed together in
the Triveni Sangam. No
one asks whose pyre is
burning on the Ganges
ghats. Donald Trump,
who talks about women
respect, became president
only after defeating a
woman.  According to the
Indian political system,
no woman has ever
become the President of
the United States and
those who legalize prosti-
tution in their country talk
about women respect. In
our culture, the bird
Jatayu sacrificed his life
to protect Mother Sita.
The worship of the nine
forms of Durga and the
Shakti Peethas is a sym-
bol of our respect for
women. The gold in our
temples is enough to run
the entire country. In this
context, Dr. R.P. Sharma
and Prajapita
Brahmakumari Nirmala
Didi expressed their
views. At the end of the
program, a collective aarti
was performed before a
picture of Mother India.
Finally, the women were
honored by being present-
ed with shawls.

Varanasi 

Today, on Wednesday, Dr.
Ram Manohar Lohia PG
College, Bhairav Talab,
Raja Talab, Varanasi, cele-
brated the death anniver-
sary of the college's
founder, Lokbandhu Raj
Narayan. College Manager,
Toyaj Kumar Singh, alias
Sushil Kumar and
Principal, Professor
Ashutosh Kumar paid trib-
ute by garlanding
Lokbandhu statue. All the
college professors and staff
also paid tribute. On this
occasion, Manager, Toyaj
Kumar Singh, alias Sushil
Kumar said of Neta that
Lokbandhu political jour-
ney was steeped in sacri-
fice and austerity. His slo-
gan was, "If the poor get
food, my life is cheap."
Principal, Professor
Ashutosh Kumar remarked
that Lokbandhu was a
politically conscious
leader. It was because of
him that Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi was forced
to resign for violating con-
stitutional rules. On this
occasion, Advocate
Pradeep Kumar Singh for-
mer General Secretary of
Rajatalab Bar Association
said that Lok Bandhu had

abolished caste discrimina-
tion in Kashi Vishwanath
Temple in the year
1954.The famous poet and
poet Pravin Singh said that
Lok Bandhu had symboli-
cally allowed Dalits to
enter the Kashi Vishwanath
Temple in 1954 to end
caste discrimination. On
this occasion, Dr Sushil
Kumar Dubey said that
Lok Bandhu was a political
warrior. He believed that
instead of caste politics,
there should be politics of
ideas. On this occasion,
Advocate Akhilesh Gupta
threw light on the thoughts
of Raj Narayan. On this
occasion, Professor Suman
Lata, Professor Narendra
Narayan Rai, Professor
Randhir Singh, Doctor
Manoj Yadav, Doctor
Supriya Rai, Doctor
Kripashankar Pathak,
Doctor Akhilesh Mishra,

Doctor Akhilesh Tiwari,
Doctor Deepak Mishra,
Doctor Ravi Kumar,
Doctor Hemant Singh,
Doctor Jitendra Patel,
Doctor Ambrish Singh,
Doctor Manoj Srivastava,
Doctor Sarju Prasad Yadav,
Doctor Pramod Verma,
Doctor Priyaranjan, Dr
Vinay Singh, Doctor
Manoj Rai, Doctor Maya
Singh, Doctor Sarita Rai,
Doctor Ajay Kumar
Maurya, Doctor Ramesh
Kumar Singh, Jaideep Rai
and all others also paid
tribute by offering floral
tributes. On this occasion,
a cultural program based
on the stories of Raj
Narayan was presented.
This program was conduct-
ed by Doctor Kripashankar
Pathak and the vote of
thanks 
was given by Doctor
Narendra Narayan.

8th Annual Function of International
Kashi Ghatwalk University on

Sunday, 18 January 2025

Lohia College celebrates
founder Lokbandhu 39th

death anniversary

Varanasi 

Santosh Yadav brilliant
half-century (94 runs
off 50 balls with the
help of 13 fours and a
six) helped Paradkar XI
win the title by defeat-
ing Hriday Prakash XI
by three wickets in the
final of the 38th
Kanishka Dev
Gorawala Media
Cricket
Tournament.Playing
first after winning the
toss at Dr
Sampurnanand Sports
Complex, Sigra on the
last day of the cricket
competition in the first
phase of Anand
Chandola Sports
Festival under the ban-
ner of Varanasi Press
Club, run by Kashi
Journalist Association,
on Wednesday, Hriday
Prakash XI scored 192
runs in 20 overs by los-
ing four wickets. Amit
Mishra scored 47 runs
in 32 balls with the
help of 5 fours and one
six, Irfan scored 42
runs in 25 balls (four

fours and one six),
Sonu scored 41 runs in
23 balls (6 fours and
one six) and Vijay
scored 40 runs in 32
balls (6 fours). From
the side of Paradkar
XI, Sagar Yadav took
two wickets and
Deenbandhu Rai and
Prakash took one wick-
et each.In reply, the
Paradkar XI won by
seven wickets on the
last ball of the 20th

over. Santosh Yadav
scored 94 runs. Santosh
hit a six between cover
and point, off the deep
and wide leg They won
the match with seven
wickets down on the
last ball of the over.
Santosh Yadav scored
94 runs. Santosh hit
excellent boundaries on
the off side between
cover and point and
fine leg and mid-wick-
et.The six he hit at

mid-wicket will be
remembered by the
audience for a long
time.Santosh gave vic-
tory to his team by hit-
ting a four in the cover
area on the last
ball.Prashant Mohan
scored an important 31
runs.For Hriday
Prakash XI,
Purushottam took three
wickets, while Irfan
and Sonu each took
one wicket.

Purushottam
Chaturvedi was named
best bowler, Prashant
Mohan best batsman
and Sonu best player.
RP Gupta and Manohar
officiated and
Nandkishore Yadav did
the scoring.After the
match, Chief Guest
Municipal
Commissioner
Himanshu Nagpal and
Special Guest promi-
nent industrialist
Mayank Agarwal dis-
tributed trophies and
individual prizes to the
winning and runner-up
teams. On this occa-
sion, guests were wel-
comed by Varanasi
Press Club President
Chandan Rupani,
Minister Vinay Shankar
Singh, Treasurer
Sandeep Gupta, Kashi
Journalist Association
President Arun Mishra,
General Secretary
Jitendra Srivastava and
Sports Organizing
Committee Secretary
KB Rawat, Co-ordina-
tors Rohit Chaturvedi
and Pankaj.

Paradkar XI Champions in a nail-biting.match

Kanishk Dev Gorawala Media Cricket Contest

Varanasi

An important meeting
of the International
Kashi Ghatwalk
University was held in
the Hindi Department
Heritage Room, where
it was decided that the
eighth annual Ghatwalk
festival would be held
on Sunday, January 18,
2025. This year's cen-
tral theme will be
"Slaves of Mobile/Pas
of the Ghats." Through
this, a call will be made
to connect with the
open spaces of nature.
The festival will be
inaugurated at Rewa
Ghat and will conclude
at Rajghat, passing
through Kshemeshwar
Ghat, Manikarnika
Ghat and Ram Ghat.
Cultural and ideological
events will also be held
at various ghats during
the journey. Abhyudaya
Sanstha, Roti Bank,
Hope Foundation and
Nandini Foundation
will also be honored at
the festival.At the meet-

ing, neurologist Prof.
Vijaynath Mishra,
founder of Ghatwalk,
said that many people
are coming from out-
side to attend this year
Ghatwalk.
Our aim is to introduce

them to the cultural
richness of Kashi.While
presiding, Prof.
Shriprakash Shukla said
that Our aim is to intro-
duce them to the cultur-
al richness of
Kashi.While presiding,
Prof. ShriPrakash
Shukla said that The
ghats of Kashi are a
major source of knowl-
edge and contempla-
tion.
Their architecture

reflects Kashi multicul-
tural identity, and this
festival primary objec-
tive is to introduce
them to the
world.Ramesh Pandey,
Sharda Singh, Dr.
Vindhyachal Yadav,
Anoop Pandey, Manish
Khatri, Avnindra Singh,
Satyam Pandey,
Shailesh Tiwari,
Gaurav Dwivedi, Vishal
Pandey, Ishtadev,
Vachaspati Upadhyay,
Abhay Tiwari,
Abhishek Gupta, Dr.
Aryaputra Deepak, Dr.
Uday Pal Manish Rai,
along with many
prominent Ghatwakars 
were present in the
meeting.

MNREGA Scam in Mustafabad: Village Head, Secretary and
Technical Assistant Accused of Embezzling Rs. 29 Lakhs

Sir Ganga Ram statue was vandal-

ized in the name of idol

worship–Swami Jitendra Anand
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