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Prayagraj: The Allahabad High Court dismissed
a review petition filed in an old service dispute.
The court stated that there was no valid reason
for the delay of 4,430 days (approximately 12
years) in filing the petition. This order was
passed by a single-judge bench of Justice
Saurabh Shyam Shamshery while hearing a
review petition filed by a resident of Saharanpur.
The case pertains to Mulki Raj, a resident of
Saharanpur district. Mulki Raj had filed a writ
petition in the High Court in 1996, challenging a
dispute related to his service. He also received
interim relief for some time in this matter.
However, the Allahabad High Court dismissed
this writ petition after a full hearing on
September 10, 2013.  Following this, Mulki Raj
neither appealed against the order nor filed a
review petition. Mulki Raj remained in service
until 2018. He passed away in 2021. After his
death, his son filed a review petition in the High
Court, arguing that the 2013 court order was hin-
dering his compassionate appointment (govern-
ment job). The High Court rejected this argu-
ment, stating that compassionate appointment
cannot be the basis for filing a review petition
after such a long delay. The court also observed
that since the original petitioner did not chal-
lenge the decision during his lifetime, his son
has no legal right to file a review petition in this
matter.The court dismissed the application for
condonation of delay, stating that the reasons
given in the petition for the 4,430-day delay
were vague and weak. With the dismissal of the
application for condonation of delay, the review
petition was also automatically dismissed. The
court also imposed a fine of Rs. 500 on the peti-
tioner, which was ordered to be deposited with
the District Legal Services Authority,
Saharanpur.

Man approaches High Court

after 12 years for compassion-

ate appointment, petition dis-

missed, court imposes fine

Bhadohi

To protect themselves
from the ongoing
severe cold and cold
wave, on one hand, the
government administra-
tion is taking measures
like distribution of bon-
fires, blankets and rain
shelters at various
places, while on the
other hand, social
organizations are help-
ing the poor extensive-
ly. On Saturday, the
work of distributing
blankets to poor desti-
tute families to protect
them from cold was
done by Hiralal Social
Development and
Research Institute in
Gram Panchayat
Gadkhar. The program
was inaugurated by the
chief guest, District
Panchayat member Dev
Prakash Patel, by giv-
ing blankets to the
poor. Blankets were
distributed among more
than 100 poor, helpless
and needy people of

Gram Panchayat. The
main organizer of the
program, Professor
Shefali Thakral, Head
of the Department of
Psychology, Mahatma
Gandhi Kashi
Vidyapeeth, while
highlighting the objec-
tives of the organiza-
tion, appreciated this
noble work and said
that whatever measures
should be taken to pro-
vide relief to the poor
in the severe cold, it is
very little. He said that
providing relief to poor
and destitute people

from the cold is the
most noble act.
Expressing his expecta-
tion from this social
institution, he said that
it should continue
organizing such events
in future so that the
poor can be helped
more and more. The
blanket distribution
program was mainly
attended by the organi-
zation advisor Dr. Ram
Kirti Singh, President
Dinesh Kumar
Chauhan, Vice
President Deepak Saini,
Sachin.

Bhadohi: To protect
themselves from the
ongoing severe cold
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gram, Professor
Shefali Thakral, Head
of the Department of
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Gandhi Kashi
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and said that whatev-
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very little. He said
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to poor and destitute
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Expressing his expec-
tation from this social
institution, he said
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Lucknow

On the third day of the traditional sports

competition 2025-26 held at Raj Bhavan

on the inspiration of Uttar Pradesh

Governor Anandiben Patel, league match-

es of badminton, tug of war and gilli-

danda sports competitions were held

today.

During the competition, the Players par-

ticipated with enthusiasm, discipline and

sportsmanship. Through traditional games

like badminton, tug-of-war and gilli-

danda, physical efficiency, team spirit and

mutual cooperation were witnessed, creat-

ing an enthusiastic atmosphere at the

venue.Sports manager Jamal Siddiqui

team won the league match of Gilli-Danda

while Information Officer Krishna Kumar

team won the league match of tug-of-

war.The sports  competition organized at

the Raj Bhavan on the inspiration of the

Governor is a remarkable initiative

towards encouraging sports culture,

preservation of traditional games and pro-

motion of healthy lifestyle.

On this occasion, Raj Bhavan officials,

employees, members residing.

in the Raj Bhavan premises, children,

sportsmen and sports lovers were Present.

Jalesar

In a significant action
against illegal encroach-
ments, the Court of the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
(Judicial), Jalesar has
ordered the recovery of 1
crore 66 lakh 25 thousand as
compensation from 28 indi-
viduals found guilty of
unlawfully occupying land
belonging to the Nagar
Palika Parishad. The court
has also directed that the
encroached land be vacated
and cleared of all illegal
structures. In compliance
with the court order, the
Nagar Palika Parishad has
issued a public proclamation
(munadi), granting the
encroachers a three-day

deadline to voluntarily
vacate the land and remove
the encroachments, failing
which forcible eviction pro-
ceedings will be initiated.
Providing details, Executive
Officer of the Nagar Palika
Parishad, Pradyumn Kumar,
stated that the matter was
adjudicated in Case No.

3027/2024 (State vs. Om
Prakash and Others), pend-
ing before the SDM
(Judicial) Court, Jalesar. 
The verdict was delivered on
October 21, 2025 under
Section 4 of the Uttar
Pradesh Public Premises
(Eviction of Unauthorised
Occupants) Act, 1972. As

per the court findings, the
encroachers had illegally
occupied municipal land sit-
uated at Gate No. 3294,
measuring 0.320 hectares,
located in the Inner Chungi
area on Tehsil Road, Jalesar.
The court held all 28
encroachers guilty and
ordered that the land be
freed from encroachment. It
further directed that the com-
pensation amount be recov-
ered from the offenders as
arrears of land revenue.
Following the court’s direc-
tive, the administration has
initiated proceedings to
ensure timely compliance,
warning that strict action
will follow if the encroach-
ments are not removed with-
in the stipulated period.

Etah: Ahead of the

Three-Tier Panchayat

General

Elections–2026, the

draft Panchayat voter

list for Tehsil Jalesar

was published on

December 23, 2025.

Sub-Divisional

Magistrate (SDM)

Bhavna Vimal

informed that all nec-

essary arrangements

have been made to

receive claims and

objections following

the publication of the

list. The SDM stated

that dedicated counters

have been established

at the Tehsil Office as

well as at the respec-

tive Block offices for

Jalesar and Awagarh

Development Blocks.

For Jalesar and

Awagarh Blocks,

Collection Amins Amit

Kumar and Kishori Lal

and for Awagarh

Block, Collection

Amins Sanjay Sharma

and Chandrajeet have

been assigned duty

immediately until fur-

ther orders with work-

ing hours from 10:00

AM to 5:00 PM. At the

Tehsil Office, separate

counters have been set

up in the Vividha

Room for voters of

both Jalesar and

Awagarh Blocks to

ensure convenience.

Additionally, one

counter each has been

established at the

offices of both

Development Blocks.

Electoral Registration

Officer Ms. Vimal stat-

ed that all counters are

equipped with the pre-

scribed forms. Voters

can submit applications

through Form–2.

Tharwai 
Whether it's education or
sports, children are now
excelling in every field
and achieving great suc-
cess. Children are mak-
ing significant progress
in the world of sports,
which contributes to
their physical and mental
development, and sports
are considered to play a
very important role. In
this context, Ganga
Rishikulam School,
Sector-C, Shantipura,
Phaphamau, a renowned
school in the Prayagraj
district, organized a
grand sports competi-
tion.  

The competition
included various events
such as running, Kho-
Kho, and Kabaddi, in
which children from
Nursery to Class 5 par-
ticipated. The children
who secured first, sec-
ond, and third positions
were honored with
medals and certificates
by the school's Director,
Matsyendra Dwivedi,
and Principal, Pratibha
Tripathi, on Sports Day, December 24th, to encourage them. Director Matsyendra

Dwivedi, present at the
event, stated that sports
are very important for
maintaining physical and
mental health. He
emphasized that the
sports competition,
which included running,
Kho-Kho, and Kabaddi,
was organized to encour-
age the children and fos-
ter their interest in
sports alongside academ-
ics.
He expressed hope that

the children would con-
tinue to excel in sports
and achieve great suc-
cess, bringing glory to
their district, state, par-
ents, and school. 

Principal Pratibha
Tripathi added that a
good education is the
true ladder to success,
and if children receive a
good education from the
beginning, they will
surely achieve success. 
Coordinator Arvind
Mishra, along with
teachers Soumya Pandey,
Geeta Verma, and other
teachers, were also pres-
ent at the award ceremo-
ny.

Counters Set Up at Tehsil and Block

Offices for Filing Claims and

Objections in Panchayat Voter List

Providing relief to poor families

in winter is the biggest noble

work: Shefali Thakral

Children Honored with Medals and Certificates at
Ganga Rishikulam School's Sports Day

SDM Court Cracks Down: 1.66 Crore
Penalty Imposed on 28 Illegal Encroachers

Traditional Sports competi-

tion held at Raj Bhavan on

the inspiration of Governor

Providing relief to poor fami-
lies in winter is the biggest

noble work: Shefali Thakral

Children are excelling in both academics and sports - Director Matsyendra Dwivedi

Good education is the true ladder to success - Principal Pratibha Tripathi
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Prayagraj: Divisional Commissioner Soumya
Agarwal, on Sunday, visited various sectors of
the Magh Mela 2026 fairground, in view of its
approaching date. She was accompanied by
Municipal Commissioner Seelam Sai Teja, the
Deputy Fair Officer, Magh Mela, and
Superintending and Executive Engineers of the
concerned departments. During the visit, the
Divisional Commissioner inspected the various
ghats being prepared in the fairground and
inquired about the necessary basic facilities and
arrangements. She instructed that all ghats and
essential facilities be completed on time before
the commencement of the fair. All Sector
Magistrates and departmental engineers were
directed to continuously visit their respective
areas and keep track of the progress of the work.

Divisional Commissioner

inspects various sectors of the

fairground, reviews arrange-

ments, and issues instructions

Akhand Bharat
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Prayagraj: The
process of land alloca-
tion to organizations at
the Magh Mela was
completed on Saturday.
??The Prayagraj Mela
Authority has allocated
land to 4900 organiza-
tions in the 800-hectare
fairground, as per the
target. This is the first
time that such a large
number of organiza-
tions have been allotted
land at the fair. In the
2024 Magh Mela, land
was allocated to 4,599
organizations. This
time, 301 new organi-
zations have also been
given the opportunity
to set up camps in the
area. After completing
the land allocation
process, Mela
Authority officials are
now engaged in setting

up the camps and pro-
viding facilities to the
devotees. The work of
laying water pipelines
and electricity lines in
the fairground has been
completed as per the
target. Therefore, elec-
tricity and water facili-
ties will be immediate-
ly available to the
organizations as they
set up their

camps.Mela Officer
Rishi Raj said that all
sector in-charges have
been instructed to com-
plete the settlement
work quickly. The fair
has been divided into
seven sectors. For
resolving settlement-
related problems and
for information, devo-
tees can contact their
respective sector

offices and the in-
charges there. The
mobile numbers of all
sector in-charges have
been displayed on the
notice board outside
the Mela office. The
Mela helpline number
1920 can also be con-
tacted for resolving
problems.

Officials
have been instructed to

expedite the settlement
work in the fairground,
the construction of
ghats over a distance of
2.8 km, other basic
facilities, and crowd
management work
from December 28, and
ensure that all tasks are
completed within the
stipulated time
frame.Organizations
will be blacklisted for
not following rules and
regulationsThe Mela
Officer said that all
organizations will be
investigated, and those
that do not comply
with the rules and regu-
lations will be black-
listed. 
Suspicious organiza-
tions will also be iden-
tified, and it will be
checked whether the
organizations are ful-
filling the purpose for
which they were allot-
ted land. 

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj. As per the
instructions of the
District Magistrate of
Prayagraj, in view of
the extreme cold
wave, low tempera-
tures, and dense fog,
all schools in the dis-
trict for classes 1 to
12 will remain closed
on December 29 and
30. This order will be

applicable to all
schools, including
those affiliated with
the Basic Education
Council, government
schools, government-
aided schools, private
recognized schools, as
well as those affiliated
with CBSE, ICSE, and
all other boards.
Students will not
attend school during
this period. According
to District Basic

Education Officer
Prayagraj, Anil
Kumar, teachers,
Shiksha Mitras (para-
teachers), instructors,
and other staff will be
present at the schools
to carry out adminis-
trative and other nec-
essary tasks. The dis-
trict administration
has instructed all
schools to ensure
strict compliance with
the order.

For the first time, land allotted to 4900

organizations at Magh Mela; officials

working to provide facilities

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj: A friendly
cricket match was
organized between DM-
11 and DRM-11 at DSA
Ground to establish bet-
ter coordination and har-
mony between adminis-
trative and railway offi-
cials in view of Magh
Mela-2026. The friendly
cricket match was inau-

gurated by Divisional
Commissioner Soumya
Agarwal. The Divisional
Commissioner met all
the players of both DM-
11 and DRM-11 teams
and wished them good
luck. In the friendly
cricket match, the
DRM-11 team won the
toss and decided to field
first. In the 15-over
match, batting first, the
DM-11 team scored a

total of 116 runs for the
loss of 7 wickets in the
stipulated 15 overs.
Mela Officer Rishiraj
scored the highest 31
runs for the team in 29
balls and also took one
wicket for 18 runs in 3
overs. District
Magistrate Manish
Kumar Verma and Imran
started the innings for
the DM-11 team. City
Commissioner Seelam

Sai Teja contributed 14
runs for his team.
Chasing the target, the
DRM-11 team could
only score 109 runs for
the loss of 3 wickets in
the stipulated 15 overs.
Thus, the DM-11 team
won the match by 7
runs. In the match,
Akash Shrinetra from
the DRM-11 team
scored 48 runs in 27
balls, including 8 fours

and 1 six. The District
Magistrate contributed 5
runs and also played a
crucial role in his team's
victory with his eco-
nomical bowling, giving
away only 7 runs in 2
overs. 
At the end of the match,
players were given
awards in various cate-
gories. For his outstand-
ing performance in the
friendly match,

Magistrate Rishiraj was
chosen as the Player of
the Match. Considerable
enthusiasm was
observed among the
administrative and rail-
way officials during the
match. DRM Rajneesh
Agarwal, Professor
Ankita Raj, and other
relevant administrative
and railway officials
were present on this
occasion. 

DM-11 wins friendly match against DRM-11 by 7 runs

Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. A grand ceremo-
ny was held on Sunday at
Hogan Hall of St. Joseph's
School and College on the
occasion of Christmas.
Harshvardhan Bajpai, MLA
from Allahabad North, was
also present. The Roman
Catholic Diocese of
Allahabad celebrated the spir-
it of festivity, fellowship, and
community harmony by
organizing its annual
Christmas gathering at St.
Joseph's College, Prayagraj.
The event, led by the Bishop

of Allahabad, Most Reverend
Louis Mascarenhas, brought
together distinguished guests
from the civil administration,
judiciary, legislature, press
and media, and various other
officials of the city. This
gathering was an opportunity
to strengthen the bonds of
cooperation between the
Church and the wider com-
munity and to express grati-
tude. The program began
with a prayer, followed by
the performance of joyful
Christmas carols. Following
this, Most Rev. Louis
Mascarenhas delivered a spe-

cial Christmas message,
reflecting on the values ??of
peace, service, and goodwill.
In his address, Bishop
Mascarenhas expressed heart-
felt gratitude to the guests for
their continued cooperation
and support. He said, "We are
deeply grateful for the unwa-
vering partnership of our
administrative leaders, police
officers, members of the judi-
ciary, civil servants, press and
media, and all elected repre-
sentatives. Your dedication
ensures the well-being and
peaceful progress of our
entire community, and we

deeply value this collabora-
tive relationship."Following
this, a delightful high tea fur-
ther enhanced the festive
atmosphere, providing a
relaxed opportunity for inter-
action and conversation,
bringing the program to a
meaningful conclusion.The
Roman Catholic Diocese of
Allahabad, under the guid-
ance of Bishop Louis
Mascarenhas, is actively
involved in the fields of edu-
cation, healthcare, and social
service, promoting communi-
ty harmony and holistic
development.

Schools for classes 1 to 12 to remain closed

for two days due to severe cold wave

Akhand Bharat
Sandesh

Prayagraj. As in pre-
vious years, a two-
day Chrysanthemum
and Coleus
Exhibition-2025 was
organized at the
Government Garden,
Chandrashekhar Azad
Park, Prayagraj on
December 27th and
28th, 2025. On
December 28th, 2025,
at the closing ceremo-
ny, the chief guest,
Mudit Chandra,
Principal Chief
Personnel Officer,
NCR Prayagraj, and
the special guest,
Virendra Singh, Chief
Horticulture
Specialist,
Horticultural
Experiment and
Training Center,
Khusrobagh,
Prayagraj, distributed
prizes to the partici-
pants of the exhibi-
tion.

In the individ-
ual category, Mukund
Lal, Hathigaha,

Prayagraj, received
the first prize for
overall
Chrysanthemum and
Coleus, Dr. Ajay
Kesarwani, Katghar,
Prayagraj, received
the second prize, and
Hari Netralaya, Panna
Road, Prayagraj,
received a consolation
prize in the individual
category. Similarly, in
the government and
semi-government cat-
egory, for small and
large chrysanthemum
varieties, Suresh
Kumar Yadav, In-
charge, Moti Lal
Garden Unit, received
the first prize, Shiv
Kumar Maurya, In-
charge, Band Stand
Garden Unit, received
the second prize, and
Pooja, In-charge,
Grape Garden Unit,
received a consolation
prize. The
Superintendent of the
Government Garden,
Chandrashekhar Azad
Park, Prayagraj, stat-
ed that a total of 87
entries were submit-

ted in various cate-
gories of
Chrysanthemum and
Coleus in the exhibi-
tion. 59 prizes were
awarded to 56 entries.
In his address at the
prize distribution cer-
emony, the chief
guest, Mudit Chandra,
said that the various
varieties of chrysan-
themum and coleus
flowers displayed in
the exhibition are a
symbol of our sensi-
tivity towards nature,
beauty, and environ-
mental protection. He
encouraged the partic-
ipants in the individ-
ual category and
urged them to partici-
pate in the exhibition
with even greater
enthusiasm next time.
Dr. R.E. Wilson,
Scientist, SHUATS,
and Dr. Manoj Kumar
Singh, Scientist,
Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, 
Kaushambi, were also
present at the prize
distribution ceremo-
ny.

Chrysanthemum and Coleus

Exhibition Organized at

Chandrashekhar Azad Park

Friendly match organized to establish better coordination and harmony
between administrative and railway officials in view of Magh Mela-2026

Grand Celebration Held at Hogan Hall of St. Joseph's
School and College on the Occasion of Christmas
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My probing ended there, and I
did not care to find out more.
Being an Indian was all that
mattered to me - and still does.
But what if a government led
by parties who promote a
national caste survey actually
conducts such a study? What if
they knock at my door with a
lengthy form asking my caste,
insisting that I either declare
my caste or face punishment?
What if they do not accept
'Arora' as a caste or do not
have it listed in their miles-long
list of all castes, sub-castes and
so on? What if I write only
'Hindu Indian' in response to
my caste? I also wonder
whether leaders from these
parties, if voted to power,
would make caste declaration
mandatory for other public

services too: airport immigra-
tion counters, banking, etc. I
wonder whether they ever dis-
cuss caste with their own chil-
dren at the dining table. A
caste survey at the national
level might deliver some per-
ceived dividends to some polit-
ical parties, but at what cost?
At the cost of dividing a popu-
lation of over 750 million
young Indians, especially those
living in urban and semi-urban
areas, into unfamiliar verticals,
or even silos, and placing them
in an atmosphere they would
be extremely uncomfortable
in. Why are some of our politi-
cians so disconnected from the
aspirations and dreams of
young Indians? Yes, I know,
caste is still a reality, unfortu-
nately, in many parts of the

country. But why not go for sci-
entific surveys, preferably digi-
tal, to render India free from
ills like illiteracy, poverty, caste
system, discrimination against
women, etc, as envisaged in
the Constitution?  Such surveys
can measure, for instance, why
some parts of the country have
been left behind economically
and socially and what needs to
be done as a nation to pull
them into the national main-
stream. We need studies to
find out why not a majority of
our colleges and universities
are as good as, say, Delhi
University or Jamia Millia
Islamia. We need surveys to
know why a large number of
young people prefer govern-
ment jobs over entrepreneur-
ship in some states, why a

farmer's yield is still below
international standards, and
why there are still so few new-
generation women entrepre-
neurs in the country. All that
1.4 billion Indians want today,
after all, is a united and devel-
oped India.
I was born in the Indian
Railways township of Tundla, a
major junction on the historic
Delhi-Howrah trunk route, in
the heartland of Uttar Pradesh.
The town had a population of
just 30,000 then, divided
almost equally between the
railwaymen and their depend-
ents and 'the townwallahs', as
the others - shopkeepers,
traders, professionals and
some farmers - living there
were fondly called. Tundla was
like a microcosm of India.

Russia, meanwhile, has economically become
more dependent than ever on China. It views
China as indispensable in shaping a new global
order. The recent visit by Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov to China underscored the strategic
nature of the relationship. Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi was blunt in stating that their ties
were "irreplaceable in maintaining global strategic
stability and promoting cooperation among
emerging powers". Both men condemned the US
for creating "closed military-political alliances [like
NATO] with a limited set of members", and
expressed willingness to create alternative institu-
tions where China and Russia can shape norms in
a way that suits their interests. Iran, too, has
played a quid pro quo role in supporting Russia in
its war against Ukraine, both diplomatically and
militarily. In fact, as per a recent US Congress
report, Iran not only maintains a steady supply of
drones, air-to-ground munitions, and artillery
ammunition to Russia, but it is also building a
drone production factory inside Russian territory.
Moreover, Russia, China and Iran are increasingly
deepening cooperation in the Indo-Pacific. In
March, they held the fourth edition of their annu-
al trilateral naval exercises in the northern Indian
Ocean. The cascade of conflicts obviously has a
negative impact on India's external environment.
A more volatile world makes pursuing develop-
ment security all the more challenging. Within this
context, the emergence of a strong partnership
between China, Russia and Iran, founded on an
anti-Western sentiment, has serious implications
for India. For starters, efforts by the three coun-
tries to shape norms across the Global South and
the Indo-Pacific, or at institutions such as the
BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization, could chip away at India's strategic
space. This is particularly the case given India's
democratic values, deepening ties with the US and
Europe. and its strategic competition with China.
Moreover, their closer military cooperation in the
Indo-Pacific portends the emergence of a Cold
War-style camp confrontation. This is detrimental
to India's approach of multi-alignment and main-
taining strategic autonomy. The world today
appears to be on the verge of a cascade of con-
flicts. Over two years since it started, the Russia-
Ukraine war does not seem to be heading towards
an imminent settlement. Likewise, despite calls for
a ceasefire, the Israel-Hamas conflict appears
unlikely to abate anytime soon. And now, events
over the past month involving Israel and Iran have
demonstrated the potential for a wider regional
conflict. While the wars in Eurasia and the Middle
East may seem disjointed and seeped in their own
historical and political contexts, they are also
interconnected in a broader sense of the emerging
great power competition for the future of the
world order. What we are witnessing today is an
era of great power competition in an increasingly
multipolar world. The US and China are the chief
protagonists in this new order, although each is
constrained by its domestic politics and capacities.
This creates a certain power vacuum, but also
space for autonomy of action, balancing and
bandwagoning, and even adventurism by middle
powers. In this environment, while there are no
distinct blocs that have emerged, there are certain
alignments that are becoming more prominent.
For instance, NATO seems to have found a fresh
purpose following Russia's assault on Ukraine, but
there are deep concerns related to American poli-
cy continuity. Likewise, there is the emergence
of a Russia-Iran-China axis based on
common interests and grievances
with the West. But there are lim-
its to the nature of support that
each lends to the other. After
years of mutual antagonism.
, Israel and Iran now appear to be on the brink of
a new conflict.

Voters are the basis of elec-
tions and if voters do not
vote, then how will govern-
ments be elected? The fewer
voters will vote, the easier it
will be for the political parties
to manipulate them in their
favor and it will also be easier
to win, because the mood of
the voters is such that the
angry voters do not vote or
Those who vote for a particu-
lar party get burnt on NOTA,
whereas those who vote only
for a particular party come to
vote in any circumstances
and in this way, even if the
voting percentage is low, that
party can also win, due to
which a large number of vot-
ers are attracted. The section
should be angry. But this is
not even 100% true. Because
many times people come out
in large numbers for anti-vot-
ing and those voters get
angry, who are stuck to one
party and are angry with that
party for some reason. But
they do not get angry and
vote for other parties, rather
they prefer to sit at home
and protest against voting. If
we want to see such exam-
ples, we will see that in the
2018 assembly elections in
Rajasthan, the Rajputs there
had opened a front against
the BJP and the result was
that the BJP had lost in
Rajasthan. Despite being less
in number than other castes,
the opposition of Rajputs
proved too much for BJP and
after two five-year plans, BJP
could return to power in

Rajasthan in the year 2023.
This time, the way the resent-
ment of Rajputs has come to
the fore in the northern
region of India after the Jats
from Western Uttar Pradesh,
anything can happen. In fact,
for the last one year, BJP has
been continuously trying to
target every caste in the
country except Muslims,
which have good numerical
strength. , for the Lok Sabha
elections. But as elections
approached, resentment
towards BJP emerged among
some big castes. In the first
phase of voting of this Lok
Sabha election, a large num-
ber of Jat voters were seen
missing in Western UP, called
Jatland. 
These communities have
always resolved all small and
big disputes in the villages
through their Panchayats.
Apart from this, the kindness
among the farming commu-
nities, especially the big
farmers, is so much that no
one can go through their

doors without eating and
drinking. About four years
ago, when the Corona epi-
demic was spreading globally
and there was chaos all
around, people suffering
from Corona were dying and
villagers living in cities were
returning to their homes on
foot hungry and thirsty, then
the farmers He had opened
the stores of his house and
helped such helpless travel-
ers a lot. Not only this, almost
all the works were closed at
that time, but the farmers
kept the country's GDP intact
by working day and night in
their fields. At that time, only
one or two leaders would
have come forward to help
the people, the rest of the
help was either done by the
farmers, or by those who
were sons of farmers and
were in jobs. But the way
farmers have been ignored in
this country for the last few
years and especially what has
happened to them during the
farmers' movement, it is

clear that the resentment of
Jats, Rajputs and other big
castes was bound to come to
the fore. But it is not wise to
stay away from voting and
separate from each other.
However, if we talk about
reduction in voting, we will
see that while 69.2 percent
voting took place in the 2019
Lok Sabha elections,
this time only 55 to 66 per-

cent voting took place at var-
ious booths. If the voting per-
centage remains the same in
future, then it will be a big
warning not only for the
democracy of the country
but also for the Election
Commission about the dis-
satisfaction of the voters
Rajputs and Thakurs have
also opened a front against
the BJP governments in the
entire northern region of
India. Their Panchayats are
being held and despite the
persuasion of many big
Rajput and Thakur leaders,
their opposition is not calm-
ing down. In this way, the dis-
appointment shown among
the voters in Western Uttar
Pradesh, known as Jat Land,
on April 19 and the number
of voters who came to vote at
the booths till almost noon,
has given rise to disappoint-
ment that whether this time
Are voters so angry with the
attitude of one party govern-
ments that they do not even
want to exercise their voting
rights? But what is this
resentment that if people are
angry with the governments

of one party, then they
should not vote, this will only
increase the problem. The
way Jats are disappearing
from the Panchayats, and the
Rajput community and other
castes also want to establish
their dominance by doing
Panchayats and want to show
the ruling party that not only
Jats, but also Rajputs and
Thakurs live in the area. The
government is feeling scared
because of it, but the unity
seen in the Panchayats of
these three big castes will be
affected in some way or the
other. In such a situation,
when these three castes have
tried to create an opposing
wave through Panchayats,
then they need to remain
united to get their demands
met. In western Uttar
Pradesh, there is evidence of
unity of Ajgars i.e. Ahirs, Jats,
Gurjars and Rajputs. In a way,
Thakur is also a caste of
Rajputs, so it is counted in it.
These four farmer communi-
ties are not only hardworking
but also honest. And these
four communities can toler-
ate everything, but do not
tolerate fraud. Although I
believe that all the farmer
communities or should we
say all the farming communi-
ties are honest and hard-
working, the Jat and Rajput
communities have always
been at the forefront in tak-
ing decisions in the
Panchayats, taking everyone
along and history is witness
to this. 

Following that, the ECI
decided to introduce
VVPATs in a phased
manner, and in the 2019
General Elections, all
EVMs were used with
VVPAT machines. Let me
point out two things.
Firstly, it was precisely
to remove doubts
regarding the EVMs that
VVPAT machines were
introduced - to provide
voters with a means to
verify that their vote
was cast correctly and
for the audit of stored
electronic results. Using
these machines, voters
can review a physical
ballot to confirm their
electronic vote.
Secondly, it was the
VVPAT machines that
malfunctioned in the
recent by-polls, and not
the EVMs," writes for-
mer Chief Election
Commissioner S.Y.
Quraishi in the book
India's Experiment.

With Democracy: The
Life of a Nation Through
Its Elections. The
chronology of events -
from the seed of an idea
to its development to
the widespread use of
EVMs - shows that the
process progressed
through several Union
governments. Yet, the
same leaders who may
have raised objections
over polling through
EVMs have been con-
tent while in office.
Quraishi has observed in
his book, "The issue of
'tamperability' of EVMs
has been doing the
rounds ever since they
were first introduced.
Every time a political
party loses an election,
it blames the machine.
However, none of them
has been able to prove
their allegations against

the credibility of EVMs,
and neither do they
apologise when they
win the elections where
the same EVMs have
been used." Strong
words indeed. Doubts,
then aspersions, were
directed at EVMs - over
their accuracy and secu-
rity - since these were
used experimentally. In
fact, there was a time
when Rangarajan took
to writing in defence of
his creation in terms of
the machines being
secure and tamper-
proof. He had even been
quoted saying that EVM
was one invention that
made him as proud as
did his writings. Yet, just
a year after his demise,
EVMs were back in the
news, again for the
wrong reasons. Former
CEC Navin Chawla, in his
book Every Vote Counts:
The Story of India's
Elections, remembers
from his own experi-
ence, "The EVM contin-
ues to be buffeted in
stormy seas. A concert-
ed attack emerged in
2009..." And the next
year, Hari Prasad, an
engineer, in collabora-
tion with American
computer scientist J.
Alex Halderman and
Dutch hacker Rop
Gonggrijp, claimed to
have shown ways of
tampering with EVMs.
However, Prasad was
unable to justify how he
was able to acquire a
real EVM. He was subse-
quently arrested on
charges of theft of the
machine allegedly from
a customs house in
Mumbai, where it was
stored. Incidentally,
about two dozen coun-
tries have EVMs or a
similar system of voting

today. The ECI has its
views on "EVM detrac-
tors", posted on its web-
site: "Self-appointed
technical experts and
certain social media per-
sonnel have repeatedly
failed to realise that the
EVMs cannot be com-
pared to a computer,
which runs on an oper-
ating system. The micro-
controllers of EVMs and
VVPATs run on a specific
program designed to
faithfully record the vot-
ers' choice. That the
EVM is a truthful
machine has been
proved over decades of
usage through changes
in several governments
at the state and central
level, whenever the
public wanted to. In
fact, the EVM has made
elections safe and virtu-
ally eradicated booth
capturing by limiting the
rate of vote casting to
four votes a minute and
thus significantly
increasing the time
required for stuffing
false votes."Another
election, another round
of suspicion and allega-
tions on the use of
Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs). The
voting machine has
always been mired in
controversies, with
debates heating up
around the time of elec-
tions. The Election
Commission of India
(ECI) has repeatedly
defended EVMs as non-
tamperable, citing tech-
nological measures and
strict administrative and
security measures taken
by the poll body.
Unfortunately, S.
Rangarajan, the man
who designed the EVM,
is no longer here to
defend the device.

Two large lakes in the
metropolis, Varthur
and Bellandur, have
been lying empty for
the last four years due
to desilting work. The
delay in their rejuvena-
tion is one of the major
reasons for the ground-
water crisis in
Bengaluru. "Above-
normal monsoon is
good news for cities as
both the local lakes will
fill up and recharge the
g r o u n d w a t e r
resources. The Cauvery
basin will fill up, bene-
fiting the south Indian
states of Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu and
Kerala," says S.
Vishwanath, trustee of
the Biome
Environmental Trust,
Vishwanath had been
one of the first persons
to launch a campaign
for rainwater harvest-
ing in the city, way back
in the 1990s. "We have
to take care of the
catchment area of the

Cauvery basin, espe-
cially the forested areas
of Wayanad, Coorg and
Hassan, and make sure
there is no felling of
trees or conversion of
land, no sand mining or
discharge of industrial
effluents into the
river." The Bangalore
Water Supply and
Sewerage Board
(BWSSB), which has
been facing severe crit-
icism amid the water
shortage in the city, has
now come up with a
strategy to conserve
water through supply
cuts to big customers.
The 
authority hopes this
will help it save around
60 million litres of
water per day (MLD).
"A 10-20% cut is man-
ageable if large com-
mercial establish-
ments, apartment com-
plexes and industries
adopt simple water
conservation methods,
such as installing aera-

tors to limit tap water
flow, which can save up
to 30% of water
usage," says  BWSSB
Chairman Ram Prasath
Manohar. "Many large
establishments already
have sewage treatment
plants and we have
advised them to utilise
treated water for vari-
ous purposes, including
flushing and gardening.
The BWSSB plans to
make treated water
available to households
through pipes to save
and reuse water in the
long run," he adds.  It's
not just Bengaluru,
most major metropolis-
es in India have been
grappling with water
shortages too.
Mumbai, India's finan-
cial capital, is on the
verge of one. The water
stocks in the seven
lakes that supply water
to Mumbai have
dipped to 37.9%, the
lowest in the last three
years.

Above-Normal Rainfall Is Good News,

But There's A Deeper Problem

Russia has economically

become more depend-

ent than ever on China

What if I write only 'Hindu Indian'

If voters do not vote, then how

will governments be elected? 

How EVMs Have Evolved

Despite Controversies
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