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Prayagraj. The Anti-Corruption Team caught the Tax
Collector posted in Municipal Corporation Zone 6,
Khuldabad, red-handed while accepting a bribe of 10,000
rupees. The action caused a stir among Municipal
Corporation employees.According to information, the
Anti-Corruption Team received a complaint alleging
bribery by Anoop Chandra Mishra, Tax Collector,
Municipal Corporation Zone 6. After verifying the com-
plaint, the team laid a trap and caught the accused while
accepting the bribe.The action was carried out by the
Anti-Corruption Team, Prayagraj. Following the arrest,
the accused has been detained for questioning. A case has
been registered under the relevant sections and further
legal action is underway.The Municipal Corporation
administration is also preparing for departmental action
in the matter.

STF Prayagraj apprehended a

cattle smuggler with a reward

of 50,000 rupees
Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. STF
Prayagraj arrested cattle
smuggler Dhirendra
Gupta, carrying a reward
of 50,000 rupees, from
the Tharwai police station
area and handed him over
to the relevant police. A
case has been registered
against the accused in
Chandauli's Saidaraja
police station under sev-
eral sections, including the Cow Slaughter Prevention
and Animal Cruelty Act.According to information,
Dhirendra Gupta, a resident of Faizullapur village, had
been absconding after eluding police and other agencies.
Today, the STF field unit apprehended him from the
Tharwai police station area and handed him over to the
police after conducting an investigation. Legal proceed-
ings have been initiated against the arrested accused. 

Following the death of a student in a
truck accident, the family members

blocked the road by placing her body
on the road, demanding arrest and

compensation
Akhand Bharat Sandesh

Prayagraj. On Wednesday, the family members of 12th-
grade student Vaishnavi Maurya, who was crushed by a
truck on Monday in the Baharia area, created a huge
uproar. After the post-mortem, the family members
placed the body on the road near their home and staged a
protest, demanding the arrest of the truck driver and
compensation.Around 3 p.m., the family members
arrived at the Bajaj Agency intersection in Saraigani vil-
lage with the body. They blocked the road and began a
protest. The family members stated that despite more
than 24 hours having passed, the police had neither
arrested the truck driver nor recovered the truck. They
stated that they would only perform the last rites after an
arrest and an announcement of compensation.The
Baharia police station in-charge, ACP Phulpur Vivek
Yadav, and tehsil administration officials arrived at the
scene. The ACP stated that the truck had been recovered
and the search for the driver was ongoing. Tehsil admin-
istration officials are in talks with the family regarding
compensation.According to reports, the accident
occurred on Monday afternoon near the Saraigani-
Dhamour Idgah turn. An uncontrolled truck crushed 17-
year-old student Vaishnavi, who was traveling to the
exam center on a bike with her cousin, killing her on the
spot. The student was a resident of Saraigani and was
scheduled to begin her intermediate exams on
Wednesday.

Meja.On 17 February
2026, Meja Urja Nigam
Private Limited organized
a ceremony under its
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) ini-
tiative to distribute train-
ing certificates and
appointment letters to
young men and women
trained at CIPET,
Lucknow under the Skill
Development Initiative.
The program was held at
the St. Joseph School
Auditorium of MUNPL,
where 88 trainees were
awarded certificates and
appointment letters.This is
an important step toward
realizing the vision of the
Skill India Mission, which
is being advanced through
such training programs.
“Youth power is the future
of the nation, and by pro-
viding them with the right
training and opportunities,
we can lay the foundation

of a developed and self-
reliant India.” In this
direction, Meja Urja
Nigam Limited, under its
CSR initiative and in col-
laboration with CIPET,
Lucknow, has successfully
provided technical training
to youth and connected
them with employment
opportunities.The trainees
were provided four
months of free residential
training at CIPET,
Lucknow in the following
trades, after which 100%
placement was ensured:1.
Machine Operator –
Plastic Processing – 42
trainees2. Machine
Operator – Injection
Molding – 45 traineesThe
trained youth not only
received certificates but
also secured employment
in various leading compa-
nies across the states of
Maharashtra, Gujarat, and
Haryana.

The Chief Guest of the
program was Shri G.
Srinivasa Rao , CEO
(MUNPL). In his address,
he stated, “Youth power is
the future of the nation.
By providing them with
the right training and
opportunities, we can
build a strong foundation
for a developed and self-
reliant India. Skill devel-
opment is the true strength
of nation-building.”He fur-
ther emphasized that such
training programs not only
provide employment to
youth but also develop
their confidence and tech-
nical competence,
enabling them to adapt to
the needs of the industry.
He extended his best wish-
es to all trainees for a
bright future and encour-
aged them to move for-
ward in life.On this occa-
sion, Shri Narendra Nath
Sinha (General Manager,

Operation &
Maintenance), Shri. Ashok
Kumar Samal (General
Manager, Maintenance),
Dr. A.K. Chaudhary (Chief
Medical Officer), Shri
Vivek Chandra (HoHR),
Shri Anil Kumar (Vice
Chairman), along with
Shri K.P. Singh and other
officials from CIPET, vil-
lage heads, parents, and a
large number of local resi-
dents were present.The
program not only
enhanced the skills of the
youth but also ensured
their participation in
nation-building by
empowering rural talent in
line with the “Skilled
India – Empowered India”
mission. It clearly demon-
strates that with the right
direction, resources, and
determination, the youth
of rural India can confi-
dently move forward in
the technical world.
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Prayagraj.
District
Magistrate
Manish Kumar
Verma on
Wednesday con-
ducted a surprise
inspection of the
examination cen-
ters set up at
Jwala Devi Inter
College, Civil
Lines, and other
colleges, with the
aim of ensuring a
fair cheating-free
conduct of the
High School and
Intermediate
Board
Examinations 2026
conducted by the
Uttar Pradesh
Board of
Secondary
Education. He
obtained informa-
tion regarding the
ongoing board
exams from the

static magistrates
and principals
appointed at the
centers. During the
inspection, the
District Magistrate
checked the func-
tioning of CCTV
cameras in the
schools and direct-
ed that all CCTV

cameras remain
operational and the
CCTV monitoring
center continuously
monitor the exams.
The District
Magistrate directed
that all necessary
arrangements,
including water
supply, be main-

tained at the exam-
ination centers. He
instructed the prin-
cipals to ensure
that no unautho-
rized persons are
found loitering
near the examina-
tion centers. He
has given strict
instructions that

any form of negli-
gence or indiffer-
ence during the
examination will
not be tolerated.
He has directed
strict action against
those 
who compromise
the integrity of the
examination.

The District Magistrate visited the
examination centers set up for the

UP Board exams
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and other agen-
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Certificate and Appointment Letter Distribution

Program organized by MUNPL for Trained Youth

under the Skill Development Initiative

STF Prayagraj apprehended a
cattle smuggler with a reward of

50,000 rupees

The Anti-Corruption Team caught

the Municipal Corporation's Tax

Collector accepting a bribe of

10,000 rupees

Prayagraj. Complainant

Santosh Kumar Dubey, son of

the late Jyala Prasad, resident

of Lukmanpur, Birampur,

Surianwa Police Station,

Bhadohi district, submitted a

petition to the unit alleging

that non-gazetted public ser-

vant Inspector Vinod Kumar

Sonkar, currently the

Inspector-in-Charge of Bara

Police Station, Yamunanagar,

Prayagraj, demanded ?75,000

in exchange for filing an FIR

in a case registered against the

complainant. In this sequence,

while taking action on the

complaint application given

by the complainant Santosh

Kumar Dubey on Tuesday in

the B.N.S.

Unit office Prayagraj, on

Wednesday, a 15-member

team of Anti-Corruption

Organization, Police

Station/Unit Prayagraj, under

the leadership of Inspector

Mrityunjay Kumar Mishra,

arrested the accused Vinod

Kumar Sonkar, son of late

Rajkumar Sonkar, resident of

Rasulgarh, Police Station

Sarnath, District Varanasi,

currently Inspector in Charge,

Police Station Bara,

Prayagraj, red-handed at

around 14.40 hrs while

accepting a bribe of Rs.

75,000/- from the complainant

from the office of Inspector in

Charge, Police Station Bara,

Yamuna Nagar

Commissionerate, in front of

public servant witnesses and

trap team. After taking further

legal action, a case has been

registered at Police Station

Ghurpur Commissionerate

Prayagraj.

The Bara Police Station Incharge was arrested red-handed by the

Anti-Corruption Team while accepting a bribe of 75,000
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Prayagraj. A review
meeting on the progress
of the PM Solar Power
Free Electricity Scheme
was held in the NIC
auditorium on
Wednesday under the
chairmanship of Manish
Kumar Verma. Officials
from the concerned
departments were
instructed to ensure
100% progress against
targets by promptly
resolving pending
cases.After vendor selec-
tion, the meeting con-
ducted a detailed review
of pending applications,
name and load correc-
tions, electricity bill cor-
rections, inspections,
smart meters, and bank
loan approvals and par-

tial payments.The
District Magistrate
inquired about the
progress of the PM Solar
Power Free Electricity
Scheme. The In-charge
PO, NEDA, reported that

as of February 17, 2026,
a total of 27,837 applica-
tions have been received,
of which solar panels
have been installed in
12,481 homes, while
installation work is pend-

ing in 19,304 applica-
tions.The District
Magistrate directed the
PO in charge of NEDA
to hold a meeting with
the Electricity
Department, bank offi-

cials, and vendors asso-
ciated with the scheme
and launch a campaign
to resolve all pending
cases. 

He stated that each
vendor must ensure the

installation of solar sys-
tems on a priority basis,
as per the set
target.Electricity
Department officials
were also directed to
expedite the resolution of
all pending cases at their
level and issue as many
solar connections as pos-
sible.
The District Magistrate

clearly warned that
action will be taken
against vendors who
show laxity or negli-
gence in their work, and
their contracts will be
terminated.Chief
Development Officer
Harshika Singh, PO
NEDA Komil Dwivedi,
along with officials from
the Electricity
Department and other
concerned officials were
present at the meeting. 

Instructions for 100% progress against targets

under the PM Solar Power Scheme; action will

be taken against negligent vendors
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Prayagraj. A joint meeting
of the three major teachers'
organizations of the district
was held on Tuesday at
Shikshak Bhawan, South
Malaka. The issue of elimi-
nating the Teacher
Eligibility Test (TET)
requirement was discussed
in detail, and a decision
was made to submit a
memorandum to the central

government in this
regard.The meeting was
attended by the district
presidents and district gen-
eral secretaries of the Uttar
Pradesh Primary Teachers'
Association, Uttar Pradesh
Junior High School
Teachers' Association, and
Uttar Pradesh Women
Teachers' Association. All
officials unanimously stat-
ed that the TET require-
ment is affecting a large

number of candidates, and
therefore, the government
should reconsider its deci-
sion.

The meeting decided that
a memorandum addressed
to the Honorable Prime
Minister, demanding the
abolition of the TET
requirement, would be sent
through the District
Magistrate. A delegation
would soon seek time from
the district administration

to submit the memoran-
dum.District presidents
Devendra Kumar
Srivastava, Vinod Kumar
Pandey, Anuragini Singh,
and district general secre-
taries Rajendra Anuragi
and Sangeeta Singh
Bhadauria were present at
the meeting. The officials
said that a strategy for the
movement will also be
made till the demands are
met.
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Prayagraj. The Central

Railway Electrification

Organization (CORE)

headquarters held a

Distinguished Railway

Service Awards ceremony

on Wednesday. The event

was held in the office

premises and was attend-

ed by officers and

employees associated with

railway

electrification.Ramendra

Kumar Tiwari, Additional

Member (Railway

Electrification), Railway

Board, New Delhi, was

the chief guest at the cer-

emony. He presented the

Distinguished Railway

Service Award to Kalyan

Singh, Deputy Chief

Electrical Engineer,

CORE, for his outstanding

work. He was honored

with a certificate and a

memento on the occa-

sion.Officials said that

this honor motivates

employees to perform bet-

ter and gives a new direc-

tion to the organization's

efficiency.Following the

award distribution cere-

mony, a cultural program

was also organized. A

large number of officers

and employees from the

headquarters and various

projects were present.

During the program, par-

ticipants' cultural per-

formances enlivened the

atmosphere.

Corps officers honored for out-

standing work, ceremony held

at headquarters

Teachers' organizations formu-
lated a strategy to eliminate the

TET requirement

Prayagraj. Under the
"Ayush at Your
Doorstep" program, a
free homeopathic
medical, health
check-up, and medi-
cine distribution
camp will be organ-

ized on February 21st
at the Civil Court
premises.
Consultations and
medicines will be
provided free of
charge to the
public.This camp is

being organized by
the Government
Homeopathic Motilal
Nehru District
Hospital. A team of
doctors will examine
patients in the morn-
ing, provide neces-

sary advice, and dis-
tribute medicines
based on their condi-
tion.In-charge
Medical Officer Dr.
Jagdish Ram stated
that the camp's objec-
tive is to provide

accessible and afford-
able medical care to
the general public. He
appealed to the public
to attend the camp in
large numbers and
take advantage of the
camp.

Free Homeopathic Medical Camp at the

Civil Court on February 21st
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Simran 
“One can expect new alloca-

tions towards augmentation of
power distribution infrastruc-
ture.
, especially in high density/
urban.
load centres, in view of the

sharp rise in peak demand
over the last few years,” said
Anujesh Dwivedi, Partner at
Deloitte India. He noted that
there may be some allocation
towards supporting the
preparatory work especially on
the listing of power utilities, or
some incentive mechanism for
promoting initiatives on pri-
vate sector participation or
listing of utilities at the state
level because they are increas-

ingly being seen as the much
needed structural reforms the
sector needs. The industry is
optimistic of a wider coverage
of the Revamped Distribution
Sector Scheme by including
smart metering in infrastruc-
ture definition.

“This would direct more
financing for a sector which
seeks to bring down India’s
transmission and distribution
losses to 12% and improve
recovery for state utilities,”
Goyal said. Goyal also noted
that power transmission
despite significant potential
has not seen any notable mon-
etisation events which could
address the latent investor
demand. “Government should

announce a time-bound pri-
vatisation programme for
assets owned by PGCIL,” he
said. The sector also sees the
PLI scheme for solar value
chain to continue with possi-
ble reduction in the duty struc-
tures for solar equipment.
Jacob highlighted.
that there may be some ratio-

nalisation of duties on capital
goods required for solar
upstream manufacturing
could be seen so that overall
that industry can really take
off. “We expect continuation
and maybe broadening of the
PLI support towards the solar
module value chain. We
already have a few interven-
tions there, which are likely to

be extended deeper,” Dwivedi
said. Similarly, on the battery
manufacturing front, the
industry expects localization of
the value chain given compet-
ing countries have already
advanced beyond India. In the
green hydrogen segment, the
industry believes the govern-
ment may bring in hydrogen
purchase for specific sectors
like (green) steel. On the EV
front, the industry seeks more
support towards building pub-
lic charging infrastructure
given the anticipated increase
in the EV penetration. “Under
the PM E-drive, we already
have an allocation of about Rs
1,100 crores for FY26. Given
that the final guidelines.

Some geopolitical weight in the region. It pres-
ents no hesitation in developing the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) through
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). It knows the
disputed character of PoK and exercises no
restraint. Instead, it tutors India on what it does
in its sovereign territory. India understands
China’s cunning and exercises patience and
quietness, making necessary preparations to
check the latter’s possible misadventures.
However, the work-in-progress frontier high-
way will significantly strengthen India’s border
infrastructure and seamless connectivity. It will
present a significant impetus for encouraging
economic engagement in the region.
Infrastructure and connectivity have always
played a pivotal role in modernising the econo-
my and opening the scope for economic.
Noida International Airport Ltd (NIAL) at Jewar,
in the Gautam Buddha Nagar district of Uttar
Pradesh, conducted its first flight validation test
on 9 December. According to NIAL officials, the
first commercial flight from Noida International
Airport is scheduled to take off on 17 April
2025. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had inaugurated the construction of NIAL dur-
ing a well-attended foundation stone-laying
ceremony on 25 November 2021. An IndiGo
test flight travelled from Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA) to NIAL, completing
the final security-related analysis for the facili-
ty. Officials stated that the flight was conducted
under close coordination between the pilots
and the air traffic controllers (ATC). There were
no passengers on board when the flight landed
on the 3.9-kilometre runway shortly after
noon. Earlier, the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) had granted flight and security
approvals. Technically, the airport will now be
readied for commercial operations. The
Airports Authority of India (AAI) oversaw the
exercise, and all data collected will be submit-
ted to the DGCA for review. Supervising per-
sonnel included officials from the DGCA, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA), NIAL, and the
Uttar Pradesh Civil Aviation Department. The
test assessed systems such as airspace coordi-
nation, communication protocols, emergency
response readiness, and runway performance.
Previous milestones included the successful
calibration of the Instrument Landing System
(ILS) and the Precision Approach Path Indicator
(PAPI) in October 2024. “
With the validation flight completed, we are
committed to finishing the airport project
before the end of April", said Union Minister.
for Civil Aviation Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu.

“Today marks a very important occasion in the
progress of the airport and definitely whatever
support is required from the Ministry of Civil
Aviation, we will continuously provide, so that
the early operations from the airport can
begin," he said. The aim is to complete the val-
idation process by December 15, after which
the airport concessionaire will apply for an
aerodrome license, a key requirement for com-
mercial operations. This greenfield airport will
be the largest in the country. It is located
approximately 72 kilometres from Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi International Airport (IGIA), which,
until now, has been the only other internation-
al airport in the National Capital Region and is
nearing its capacity. Uttar Pradesh, India’s most
populous state, currently has 15 operational
civil airports. The airport is being developed
through a public-private partnership (PPP)
model. It will be owned by Noida International
Airport Ltd (NIAL) and operated by
Yamuna International Airport
Private Limited (YIAPL), a
Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV)
of Zurich Airport AG. In June
2022, Tata Projects.

Suman
To stand in this house is to be
reminded of what is most
beautiful about religious
faith: its ability to give solace
and to inspire, its aspiration
to these great and lovely
heights, in which strength
and delicacy are so perfectly
conjoined. In addition, to be
asked to speak here on this
day, the fourth anniversary of
the notorious fatwa of the
late Imam Khomeini, is a par-
ticular honour. When I was an
undergraduate at this college,
between 1965 and 1968, the
years of flower-power and
student power, I would have
found the notion of delivering
an address in King’s Chapel
pretty far-out, as we used to
say; and yet, such are the
journeys of one’s life that
here I stand. I am grateful to
the Chapel and the college for
extending this invitation,
which I take as a gesture of
solidarity and support, sup-
port not merely for one indi-
vidual but, much more impor-
tantly, for the high moral prin-
ciples of human rights and
human freedoms that the
Khomeini edict seeks so bru-
tally to attack. For just as
King’s Chapel may be taken as
a symbol of what is best
about religion, so the fatwa
has become a symbol of what
is worst. It feels all the more
appropriate to be speaking
here because it was while in
my final year of reading histo-
ry at Cambridge that I came
across the story of the so-
called satanic verses or temp-
tation of the Prophet
Muhammad, and of his rejec-
tion of that temptation. That
year, I had chosen as one of
my special subjects a paper
on Muhammad, the rise of

Islam, and the caliphate. So
few students chose this
option that the lectures were
cancelled. The other students
switched to different special
subjects. However, I was anx-
ious to continue, and Arthur
Hibbert, one of the King’s his-
tory dons, agreed to super-
vise me. So as it happened I
was, I think, the only student
in Cambridge who took the
paper. The next year, I’m told,
it was not offered again. This
is the kind of thing that
almost leads one to believe in
the workings of a hidden
hand. The story of the ‘satan-
ic verses’ can be found,
among other places, in the
canonical writings of the clas-
sical writer al-Tabari. He tells
us that on one occasion the
Prophet was given verses
which seemed to accept the
divinity of the three most
popular pagan goddesses of
Mecca, thus compromising
Islam’s rigid monotheism.
Later he rejected these verses
as being a trick of the devil

saying that Satan had
appeared to him in the guise
of the Archangel Gabriel and
spoken ‘satanic verses.’
Historians have long speculat-
ed about this incident, won-
dering if perhaps the nascent
religion had been offered a
sort of deal by the pagan
authorities of the city, which
was flirted with and then
refused. I felt the story
humanized the Prophet, and,
therefore made him more
accessible, more easily com-
prehensible to a modern
reader, for whom the pres-
ence of doubt in a human
mind, and human imperfec-
tions in a great man’s person-
ality, can only make that
mind, that personality, more
attractive. Indeed, according
to the traditions of the
Prophet, even the Archangel
Gabriel was understanding
about the incident, assuring
him that such things had
befallen all the prophets, and
that he need not worry about
what had happened. It seems

that the Archangel Gabriel,
and the God in whose name
he spoke, was rather more
tolerant than some of those
who presently affect to speak
in the name of God.
Khomeini’s fatwa itself may
be seen as a set of modern
satanic verses. In the fatwa,
once again, evil takes on the
guise of virtue; and the faith-
ful are deceived. It’s impor-
tant to remember what the
fatwa is.
One cannot properly call it a

sentence, since it far exceeds
its author’s jurisdiction; since
it contravenes fundamental
principles of Islamic law; and
since it was issued without
the faintest pretence of any
legal process. (Even Stalin
thought it necessary to hold
show trials)! It is, in fact, a
straightforward terrorist
threat, and in the West it has
already had very harmful
effects. There is much evi-
dence that writers and pub-
lishers have become nervous
of publishing any material

about Islam except of the
most reverential and ano-
dyne sort. There are instances
of contracts for books being
canceled, of texts being
rewritten. Even so independ-
ent an artist as the filmmaker
Spike Lee felt the need to sub-
mit to Islamic authorities the
script of his film about
Malcolm X, who was for a
time a member of the Nation
of Islam and performed the
hajj or pilgrimage to Mecca.
And to this day, almost one
year after the paperback of
The Satanic Verses was pub-
lished (by a specially consti-
tuted consortium) in the
United States, and imported
into Britain, no British pub-
lisher has had the nerve to
take on distribution of the
softcover edition, even
though it has been in the
bookstores for months with-
out causing the tiniest frisson.
In the East, however, the
fatwa’s implications are far
more sinister. ‘You must
defend Rushdie,’ an Iranian
writer told a British scholar
recently. ‘In defending
Rushdie you are defending
us.’ In January, in Turkey, an
Iranian-trained hitsquad
assassinated the secular jour-
nalist Ugur Mumçu. Last year,
in Egypt, fundamentalist
assassins killed Farag Fouda,
one of the country’s leading
secular thinkers. Today, in
Iran, many of the brave writ-
ers and intellectuals who
defended me are being
threatened with death-
squads. Last summer, I was
able to participate in a literary
seminar staged in a
Cambridge college and
attended by scholars and
writers from all over the
world.

Syeed Hussain
Since it was issued without the
faintest pretence of any legal process.
(Even Stalin thought it necessary to
hold show trials)! It is, in fact, a
straightforward terrorist threat, and
in the West it has already had very
harmful effects. There is much evi-
dence that writers and publishers
have become nervous of publishing
any material about Islam except of
the most reverential and anodyne
sort. There are instances of contracts
for books being canceled, of texts
being rewritten. Even so independent
an artist as the filmmaker Spike Lee
felt the need to submit to Islamic
authorities the script of his film about
Malcolm X, who was for a time a
member of the Nation of Islam and
performed the hajj or pilgrimage to
Mecca. And to this day, almost one
year after the paperback of The
Satanic Verses was published (by a
specially constituted consortium) in
the United States, and imported into
Britain, no British publisher has had
the nerve to take on distribution of
the softcover edition, even though it
has been in the bookstores for
months without causing the tiniest
frisson. In the East, however, the
fatwa’s implications are far more sin-
ister. ‘You must defend Rushdie,’ an
Iranian writer told a British scholar
recently. ‘In defending Rushdie you
are defending us.’ In January, in
Turkey, an Iranian-trained hitsquad
assassinated the secular journalist
Ugur Mumçu. Last year, in Egypt, fun-
damentalist assassins killed Farag
Fouda, one of the country’s leading
secular thinkers. Today, in Iran, many
of the brave writers and intellectuals
who defended me are being threat-
ened with death-squads. Last sum-
mer, I was able to participate in a lit-
erary seminar staged in a Cambridge
college and attended by scholars and
writers from all over the world.

, including many Muslims.I was

touched by the friendship and enthu-
siasm with which the Muslim dele-
gates greeted me. A distinguished
Saudi journalist took my arm and
said, ‘I want to embrace you because
you, Mr Rushdie, are a free man.’ He
was fully aware of the ironies of what
he was saying. He meant that free-
dom of speech, freedom of the imag-
ination, is that freedom which gives
meaning to all the others. He could
walk the streets, get his work pub-
lished, lead an ordinary life, and did
not feel free, because there was so
much he could not say, so much he
hardly dared to think. I was protected
by the Special Branch; he had to
watch out for the Thought Police.
Today, as Professor Fred Halliday says
in this week’s New Statesman &
Society, ‘the battle for freedom of
expression, and for political and gen-
der rights, is being fought out not in
the senior common rooms and din-
ner tables of Europe, but in the
Islamic world.’ n his essay, he gives
some instances of the way in which
the case of The Satanic Verses is being
used as a symbol by the oppressed
voices of the Muslim world. One of
the many Iranian exile radio stations,
he tells us, has even named itself
Voice of the Satanic Verses. The
Satanic Verses is a committedly secu-
lar text that deals in part with the
material of religious faith. For the reli-
gious fundamentalist, especially, at
present, the Islamic fundamentalist,
the adjective ‘secular’ is the dirtiest
of dirty words. But here’s a strange
paradox: in my country of origin,
India, it was the secular ideal of
Nehru and Gandhi that protected the
nation’s large Muslim minority, and it
is the decay of that ideal that leads
directly to the bloody sectarian con-
frontations which the subcontinent is
now witnessing, confrontations that
were long foretold and could have
been avoided, had not so many politi-
cians chosen to fan the flames of reli-
gious hatred. Indian Muslims have

The battle for freedom of expression,

and for political and gender rights
Abhinav

Between the Indian and Pacific
Oceans and resulted in the creation
of the Quad. The centrality of India
today to the Indo-Mediterranean
and the Indo-Pacific, is a result of
former prime minister Abe’s strate-
gic genius and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s eventual vision and
persistence. The Indian move
increases pressure on China which
attaches great political, spiritual and
strategic importance to Tibet. Tibet’s
Dalai Lama and its government in
exile has sheltered in India, adding
to tensions between the neighbours.
The rumoured creation of a new
Indian fighting command on the land
border creates pressure for China at
a time when it seeks to achieve
dominance in the seas, both the
South China Sea as well as the Indian
Ocean. At the same time, Taiwan’s
Foreign Minister Joseph Wu
Jaushieh was interviewed by a
national Indian channel, infuriating
the Chinese Communist Party. A

public protest was quickly issued by
the Chinese embassy in New Delhi
condemning the interview’s content
as “totally unacceptable”. Taiwan
and India have moved closer in sev-
eral spheres as China’s threat to
Taiwan has increased with increased
investments and manufacturing by
Taiwanese companies in India to
protect their value chain in case of
an invasion by the mainland. India’s
policies at countering China have
been deliberate, with the country
starting to respond to Chinese
aggression swiftly, especially given
the upcoming general election.
During his bilateral visit to Japan,
India’s Foreign Minister S Jaishankar
said that China has not respected its
agreements with India. “We can dis-
agree on many things, but when a
country actually sort of does not
observe written agreements with a
neighbour, I think, you have caused
… because … then raises a question
mark about the stability of the rela-
tionship and frankly.

When a country actually sort of does

not observe written agreements

The airport is being

developed through a pub-

lic-private partnership

To stand in this house is to be reminded of

what is most beautiful about religious faith

Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme 
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NCLAT reduces penalty on
Google to 216 crore in Play

Store matter
Delhi: Appellate tribunal NCLAT  upheld the
order passed by fair trade regulator CCI against
Google for abusing its dominant position with
respect to Play Store policies, however, reduced
the penalty on the tech giant to ?216 crore from
936.44 crore.A two-member bench comprising
Chairperson Justice Ashok Bhushan and Technical
Member Barun Mitra said Google "has abused its
dominant position and has violated Section",
however in some sections, violation was "not
proved, but penalty was still leviable on proof of
violation".

Small savings program inter-
est rates unchanged April-

June quarter
Delhi: For the fifth quarter starting April 1, 2025,
the government maintained interest rates on PPF
and NSC. The rates of interest on various Small
Savings Schemes for the first quarter of FY 2025-
26, starting on 1 April 2025 and ending on 30
June 2025, would stay unaltered from those noti-
fied for the fourth quarter of a finance ministry
notification. The notification states that Sukanya
Samriddhi deposits will earn 8.2% interest, while
three-year term deposits will earn 7.1%. Popular
Public Provident Fund (PPF) and post office sav-
ings deposit scheme interest rates remain at 7.1%
and 4%, respectively. Kisan Vikas Patra invest-
ments mature in 115 months at 7.5%. National
Savings Certificate (NSC) interest rates will stay at
7.7% for April–June 2025. Like the current quar-
ter, investors will earn 7.4% from the Monthly
Income Scheme. 

Delhi : JSW Paints will buy
75% of Dulux-owner Akzo
Nobel's India operations for
Rs 9,407 crore ($1.1 billion),
the sector's biggest pur-
chase amid rising competi-
tion. JSW Paints, founded
by steel tycoon Sajjan Jindal
in 2019, will become the
fourth largest participant in
the sector, controlled by
Asian Paints, Berger Paints,
and Kansai Nerolac. Aditya
Birla Group launched Birla
Opus in 2024. According to
Indian takeover legislation,
JSW Paints would openly
offer Rs 3,929 crore to Akzo
Nobel India's public stock-
holders for a 25% stake.
Public shareholders would

receive Rs 3,418 per share
in the open offer, while JSW
Paints will pay the Dutch
firm Rs 2,762.

Based on the open offer
response, JSW Paints would
buy enough shares from
the Dutch company to
maintain 75% ownership in

Akzo Nobel India. JSW
Paints, part of the $23-bil-
lion JSW Group, will market
Akzo Nobel India after the
purchase, with the Dutch
corporation perhaps
remaining a public share-
holder.  

JSW to acquire Dulux Paints for 9,000 crore

Delhi : According to
Delhi, the 45-page SEBI
order confirmed that
the BSE's system design
allowed paying clients
and the internal listing
compliance monitoring
(LCM) staff to view
business announce-
ments ahead of sched-
ule. Prior to the infor-
mation being made
public on its website,
this occurred. Because
there were no meas-
ures in place to ensure
that all stakeholders
had equal and contem-
poraneous access to
the data, the regulator
deemed this to be a
breach of norms. To
keep information

inequality at bay and
guarantee fair markets,
this is crucial. After
reviewing the
Securities Contracts
(Regulation) SECC
(Stock Exchange and
Clearing Corporations
Regulations, 2018),
SEBI determined that
BSE had broken
Regulation 39(3). All
users must have fair
and transparent access
for stock exchanges to

comply with the rules.
Additionally, 
the regulator brought
attention to the fact
that BSE neglected to
establish a really basic
syndication (RSS) feed,
which would have miti-
gated the possibility of
unequal access to cor-
porate filings.
Inspections revealed
gaps, but BSE just cre-
ated a time gap to fix
the problem, according
to SEBI. The regulator
also pointed out signifi-
cant problems with
BSE's oversight of client
code updates, which
are permitted only for
legitimate mistakes.  

Delhi : In a joint
statement, Adani
Total Gas Ltd and Jio-
bp, an arm of
Reliance Industries
Ltd, announced their
partnership to sell
auto fuel at select
outlets. Certain ATGL
outlets will offer Jio-
bp's gasoline and
diesel, while Jio-bp
outlets will incorpo-
rate ATGL's com-
pressed natural gas
(CNG) dispensers.
“This partnership will
enable us to leverage
each other’s infra-
structure, thus
enhancing customer
experience and
offerings,” said
Suresh P. Manglani,
executive director
and CEO of Adani
Total Gas. After
Reliance bought a
26% interest in an
Adani Power project
in Madhya Pradesh,
the two opposing bil-
lionaires teamed
together again. "We
are united by a
shared vision to offer
our customers a
superior selection of
high-quality fuels,"
stated Jio-bp chair-
man Sarthak

Behuria. "The part-
nership between RIL
and the Adani Group
is anticipated to be
extremely comple-
mentary, providing
substantial opera-
tional advantage via
their combined phys-
ical presence," stated
Nirav Karkera, head
of research at
Fisdom. A more
holistic consumer
experience is the
goal of the relation-
ship, which is why
both companies are
offering complimen-
tary items.
Both parties stand to

benefit from this
partnership, which is
especially notewor-
thy in an industry
where state-run cor-
porations predomi-
nate.  

In a joint venture, Ambani and

Adani will sell transportation fuel

Delhi: JioHotstar, a
worldwide OTT player
from India, is closing in
on Netflix's subscriber
dominance. Jiocinema
and Disney+Hotstar now
have 300 million users,
up from 50 million in
February 2025 after the
2025 TATA IPL. The 2025
Indian Premier League
season greatly impacted
JioHotstar's client base.
It rose from 50 million
subscribers in February
to 280 million by May
and 300 million current-
ly. Digital viewership
overtook television for
the first time, causing
tremendous develop-
ment. Digital reach was
652 million versus 537
million TV viewers. The
final IPL 2025 match

received 237 million digi-
tal viewers and 189 mil-
lion TV viewers. Along
with user growth, the
platform broke revenue
records. 
Jiostar, the parent com-
pany of JioHotstar,
announced that the
2025 IPL had the largest
advertising and subscrip-

tion revenue.
Historically, league rights
were auctioned for
23,575 crore for TV and
20,500 crore for digital
over 5 years, indicating
great value. The IPL's
peak internet viewership
was 55.2 million and TV
viewing time was 514 bil-
lion minutes.  

Delhi: Central bank sta-
tistics revealed that per-
sonal and credit card
loans fell for the eighth
straight month in
February due to Reserve
Bank of India tougher
policies. Last month,
banks' credit rose 12%
year-over-year, slower
than 16.6% a year earlier,

excluding HDFC Bank's
merger. Housing
Development Finance
Corp,  Loans rose 11% in
February, compared to
20.5% a year earlier,
including the merger. In
January, loan growth fell
to 12.5% excluding the
merger and 11.4%
including it. Retail

demand for unsecured
loans drove strong loan
growth for several years
in the banking sector.
However, in late 2023,
the RBI tightened capital
requirements for person-
al, credit card, and non-
banking finance compa-
ny loans. in its Mumbai
headquarters. 

NHAI to blacklist FASTags 'kept

in hand', seeks details from

toll operators

The BSE was fined 25L for the unfair

distribution of corporate information

Bank loan growth drops for eighth straight

month in February, RBI data reveals

JioHotstar Reaches 300 Million

Subscribers, Closer to Netflix

Delhi: They requested
anonymity and stated the GST
Council may determine how
to use this extra compensa-
tion cess. Cess funds are used
for a specified purpose and
are levied in addition to taxes.
These insiders claimed the
GST Council, the top indirect

tax decision-making body, will
meet before or after the
Monsoon session of

Parliament, depending on
member availability. They said
the Council meeting is over-
due and coming soon. Last
December 21, the 55th GST
Council met in Jaisalmer,
Rajasthan. They stated the
Council will discuss tax rate
rationalization, compliance

ease, and cess reform during
its 56th meeting.  The council
may replace the GST compen-
sation cess on sin goods and
luxury commodities like ciga-
rettes and cars with two spe-
cific-purpose levies to fund
health and clean energy proj-
ects.  

Delhi: One in five ultra-
rich Indians with a net
worth over Rs 25 crore
plans to settle abroad
for investment opportu-
nities, tax advantages,
and greater global con-
nectivity, according to a
Kotak Mahindra Bank
private banking survey.
The first two quarters of
2024-25 survey inter-
viewed 150 ultra-high
networth people
(UNHIs) and private
bankers in 12 cities. EY
ordered and validated
the findings with indus-
try. For this report,
those worth over Rs 25
crore were canvassed.

However, Kotak's pri-
vate banking division
targets individuals
worth over Rs 300
crore. Many UHNIs buy
abroad property for
migration and perma-
nent residency. "Ultra-
HNIs are diversifying
their portfolios and
embracing domestic
and global assets, set-
ting the stage for a sig-

nificant increase.
Alternative assets and
equities are becoming
more popular in domes-
tic and international
markets. Nearly a third
of India's Ultra-HNIs
own worldwide assets.
With two in three ultra-
HNIs planning struc-
tured wealth transition,
succession planning is
crucial. 

1 in 5 Indians with over Rs 5 crore 

worth plans to relocate overseas

Delhi: Drivers who
don't fix their FASTags
on the windshield of
their vehicles will face
permanent blacklisting
of tags, a measure taken
in view of the malprac-
tice of people handing
out "loose or unfixed
tags" for payment of
highway-user fee, which
leads to congestion at
toll plaza lanes and
sometimes altercations
with toll collectors. The
NHAI company dealing
with toll collection and
management of high-
ways, IHMCL, has asked
federations of toll col-
lectors, highway
builders and operators
to report such cases for
quick action. "Tags-in-
hand" have been cate-
gorised as "loose tags".
Despite repeated advi-
sories against the prac-
tice there have been
several cases of people
handing out FASTag at
toll gates for deduction

of user fee. In letters
addressed to these fed-
erations, IHMCL said,
"This leads to lane-level
congestion due to man-
ual handling and viola-

tion issues, misuse in
closed-loop tolling oper-
ations, generation of
false chargeback
demands and overall
disruption.

Delhi : Hackers breached the
ABCD mobile app run by Aditya
Birla Capital and stole digital
gold valued at approximately
Rs 1.95 crore from 435 user
accounts, according to Delhi.
On June 9, the scam was
exposed after multiple con-
sumers contacted the compa-
ny's call center to express their
dissatisfaction with the theft of
their digital gold. Concerned
about this, the company's
technical staff launched an
internal investigation and filed
a first information report.
According to our sources, the
affected accounts now have
their balances returned by the
company.   

Birla Co. recovers Rs

2 crore in stolen digital

gold

GST compensation fund likely to have 95k cr surplus

Delhi: In a series of
block agreements, the
promoter of JB
C h e m i c a l s — T a u
Investment Holdings, a
subsidiary of global pri-
vate equity giant KKR—
is selling around 1.6
crore shares, or 10.2%
of the firm, for approx-
imately Rs 2,575 crore
($300 million).
According to the deal's
term sheet, the mini-
mum price at which
the shares can be sold
is Rs 1,625—a 5%

reduction to JB Chem's
closing price of Rs
1,709 on Wednesday
on the NSE.
Shareholding reports
on the BSE indicate
that as of December
31, 2024, KKR owned
53.7% of the pharma-
ceutical company situ-
ated in the city.
Midway through 2020,
at a share price of Rs
745, the PE giant had
taken over the phar-
maceutical manufac-
turer.

JB Chemicals' promoter KKR will

sell 10% of the company for 

2,6k crore rupees

The government plans
to borrow Rs 8 lakh
crore, 54% of its Rs
14.8 lakh crore FY26
borrowing, in the first
half. It didn't front-
load the borrowing
program to avoid rais-
ing rates while the RBI
pumped record liquidi-
ty into the system.
Since the market
reported little demand
for 30-year and longer
bonds, the govern-
ment announced it
would borrow less in
FY26. Thus, front-load-
ing of the borrowing
program has been
avoided due to gov-
ernment (fiscal consol-
idation without com-
promising quality of
expenditure).

Centre will bor-

row 8L cr, 54%

of the objective

Delhi : Nearly 22,500 crore rupees were raised in
three separate initial public offerings (IPOs) that
concluded . The combined target amount for all
three was 2,562 crore rupees. According to data
from the exchanges and merchant bankers, the
119 crore rupee IPO of Globe Civil Projects was
subscribed 86 times, the 853 crore rupee IPO of
Ellenbarrie Industrial Gases was subscribed 22
times, and the 1,590 crore rupee IPO of Mumbai-
based real estate giant Kalpataru was subscribed
2.3 times . 

Total bids for three initial public offer-

ings (IPOs) reached 22.5 billion rupees



Thursday, 19 February, 2026ENTERTAINMENTAkhand Bharat Sandesh 06



Thursday, 19 February, 2026
Akhand Bharat SandeshWORLD07



Thursday, 19 February, 2026
Akhand Bharat SandeshSPORTS08


	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8

